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[EXTRACT  FROM  THE  ANNUAL  REP.ORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR.] 

War  Department,  November  19, 1877. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  states  tliat  work  upon  our  sea- 
coast  defenses  has  been  practically  limited  to  their  care,  preservation, 
and  partial  repair;  but  he  agaiu  urges  the  adoption  of  some  reasonable 
system  of  annual  expenditure  upon  our  harbor  defenses. 

Experiments  and  i>ractice  on  the  general  system  of  torpedo  defense 
have  been  continued  at  Willet's  Point.  An  appropriation  of  $100,000 
for  the  coming  };ear  is  recommended  for  this  purpose,  and  for  the  pur- 
chase and  storage  of  such  portions  of  the  material  as  would  be  imme- 
diatelj  required  in  case  of  sudden  hostilities.  Detailed  information  in 
regard  to  each  specific  river  and  harbor  improvement  may  be  found  in 
said  report. 

The  requirements  of  the  third  section  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Augast  14, 1876,  relating  to  the  prevention  of  trespass  or  injury  to  pub- 
lic works,  were  complied  with  by  my  predecessor,  and  the  form  of  an 
act,  intended  to  cover  all  cases  likely  to  arise,  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress at  its  lai^t  session ;  bnt  as  action  thereon  was  not  taken,  I  ask  at- 
tention to  the  necessity  of  such  legislation. 

The  appropriation  made  in  the  sundry  civil  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  for  the  protection  of  the  piers  of  the  bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi Biver  at  Bock  Island,  111.,  is  being  expended  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  act 

To  comply  with  the  joint  resolution  of  Mivrch  3,  1877,  a  commission 
was  appointed  to  examine  into  the  matter  of  contracts  made  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Moline  Water  Company  as  to  the  water- 
power  at  Moline,  III.  The  report  of  the  commission  will  be  duly  trans- 
mitted. 

In  the  survey  of  the  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  under  the  En- 
gineer Department,  the  triangulation  has  been  carried  from  Westfield, 
N.  Y.,  to  Painesville,  Ohio.  Tlie  topography  and  hydrography  have 
been  carried  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  to  Vermillion,  Ohio.  The  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  Mount  Forrest  and  Cairo,  111.,  have  been  determined, 
and  assistance  has  been  rendered  in  the  telegraphic  determination 
of  the  longitudes  of  Fort  Fetterman,  in  Wyoming  Territory,  and  Forts 
Stockton,  Concho,  and  McKavett,  in  Texas.  The  difference  of  level 
between  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior  has  been  determined.  A  list  of 
the  new  charts  of  the  lakes,  printed  and  published  during  the  year,  will 
be  found  in  said  report.  The  survey  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  which  has 
been  carried  on  by  the  officer  charged  with  the  lake  survey,  has  been 
extended  from  five  miles  above  Cairo,  111.,  to  a  point  eight  miles 
above  C  Iambus,  Ky.  Volume  li,  Descriptive  Geology;  Volume 
IV,  Paleontology  and  Ornithology,  and  Volume  VI,  Microscopical  Pe- 
trography, and  the  Geological  and  Topographical  Atlas  of  the  Geolog- 
ical Exploration  of  the  Fortieth  Parallel,  have  been  completed  during 
the  year,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Public  Printer.    Volume  I, 
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Systematic  Geology,  aud  Volame  VII,  Vertebrate  Paleontology,  will 
soon  be  finished  and  ready  for  the  printer.  These  reports  will  complete 
the  work  and  publications  belonging  to  this  survey. 

The  systematic  survey  of  the  territory  west  of  the  one  hundredth  meri- 
dian, which  for  several  years  has  been  carried  on  by  engineer  and  other 
oflBcers  of  the  Army,  has  been  continued  during  the  year  in  portions  of 
California,  Nevada,  Colorado,  and  iNew  Mexico.  The  continuation  of 
this  useful  work,  in  its  present  satisfactory  condition  of  organization, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  engineer  officers  on  the  staffs  of  the  generals  commanding  the 
western  military  divisions  and  departments  have  been  engaged,  during 
the  year,  with  their  customary  energy,  in  surveys  in  the  field,  and  in 
collecting  and  mapping  the  geographical  and  topographical  information 
obtained  in  scouts  and  campaigns  against  the  hostile  Indians.  On  ac- 
count of  the  failure  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  of  the  appropriation 
asked  for,  the  amount  of  funds  available  was  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
work  required  of  these  officers,  which  is  of  importance  to  the  different 
bureaus  of  the  War  Department  and  to  the  Army.  To  enable  them  to 
accomplish  the  greatest  amount  of  work  with  the  means  at  hand,  the 
enlistment  of  topographical  assistants  has  been  authorized,  and  good 
results  are  expected  from  this  economical  mode  of  carrying  on  their 
surveys. 

The  Engineer  Department  maps  used  by  the  troops  engaged  in  the 
recent  campaigns  against  the  Nez  Percys  and  Sioux  have  proved  of  great 
utility,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  unexplored  areas  in  the  country  tra- 
versed, or  liable  to  be  traversed,  by  the  troops  and  hostile  Indians  be 
mapped  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
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REPORT 

OP 

THE   CHIEF   OF    ENGINEERS 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtony  D.  0.,  October  12, 1877. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  your  information  the  following 
report  upon  the  duties  and  operations  of  the  Engineer  Department  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877 : 

officers  op  the  corps  of  engineers. 

The  number  of  officers  holding  commissions  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers, 
United  States  Army,  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  was  109  on  the  active- 
list  and  6  on  the  retired-list,  the  latter,  however,  under  the  law  of  Janu- 
ary 21, 1870,  not  being  available  for  duty.  In  the  duties  devolving  upon 
the  corps  by  law  and  by  its  organization,  the  employment  of  a  number 
of  scientists  and  assistant  engineers  has  been  necessary. 

Since  my  last  report  the  corps  has  lost  by  death  one  of  its  officers, 
First  Lieut.  John  H.  Weeden,  who  died  at  San  Francisco,  Oal.,  January 
29, 1877. 

Thereiiave  been  added  to  the  corps,  by  promotion  of  graduates  of  the 
Military  Academy,  three  second  lieutenants,  whose  commissions  date 
from  June  15, 1877. 

On  the  30th  June,  1877,  the  officers  were  distributed  as  follows : 

On  duty,  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  inciading  chief 4 

On  duty,  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  pablic  buildings  and  groondSj  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia 1 

On  duty,  projectioi^  and  construction  of  forti  fications , 5 

On  duty,  construction  of  fortifications  and  light-house  duty 2 

On  duty,  construction  of  fortifications  and  river  and  harbor  works  and  surveys 

for  same - 19 

On  duty,  construction  of  fortifications  and  river  and  harbor  works  and  light- 
house duty  and  surveys  for  same 3 

On  duty,  construction  of  river  and  harbor  works  and  surveys  for  same 19 

On  duty,  construction  of  river  and  harbor  works  and  light-house  duty  and  sur- 
veys for  same 6 

On  duty,  survey  of  northern  and  northwestern  lakes,  and  survey  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River 4 

On  duty,  inspection  of  jetties  at  mouth  of  Mississippi  River 1 

On  duty,  explorations  of  country  west  of  one  hundredth  meridian 4 

On  duty  with  battalion  of  engineers 10 

On  duty  with  battalion  of  engineers  and  at  the  Military  Academy 2 

Detached  on  duty  with  the  General  of  the  Army,  generals  commanding  divisions 
and  departments,  light-house  establishment,  Military  Academy,  Department 

of  State,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia 23 

On  leave  of  absence 3 

Recent  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy  on  leave  of  absence 3 

Total 109 
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SEA-COAST   AND    L  A  KE  -  F  R  O  NT  I  E  R    DEFENSES. 

During  the  past  year,  on  account  of  the  limited  appropriations  granted, 
work  upon  our  sea-coast  defenses  has  been  practically  limited  to  their 
care,  preservation,  and  partial  repair. 

The  urgent  need  for  the  preparation  of  our  chief  harbors  for  successful 
resistance  to  the  powerful  iron-clad  fleets  of  the  present  day  has  been 
frequently  presented  in  the  annual  reports  and  other  papers  of  this 
office.  Keferring  to  these  papers,  in  which  the  necessity  for  this  prepara- 
tion in  advance  of  the  emergency  has  been  explained  in  detail,  I  again 
urge  the  adoption  of  some  reasonable  system  of  annual  expenditure 
upon  our  harbor  defenses. 

For  detailed  report  upon  the  several  works  of  fortification,  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  the  synopsis  of  reports  of  the  several  officers  in  charge.  The 
estimates  for  the  works  have  been  carefully  revised  by  me,  and  are 
earnestly  recommended. 

Special  attention  is  asked  to  the  estimate  of  $100,000  for  torpedoes. 
This  most  valuable  invention  of  modern  warfare  is  used  to  form  an  ob- 
struction and  obstacle  to  the  entrance  of  our  harbors,  and  to  hold  the 
enemy's  vessels  under  the  fire  of  the  shore  batteries.  The  charges  in 
the  torpedoes  are  fired  by  the  electric  current,  and  many  parts  of  the 
system  cannot  be  obtained  in  an  emergency.  It  is  to  procure  and  store 
such  portions  of  the  apparatus  as  cannot  be  speedily  obtained,  in  the 
event  of  sudden  hostilities,  that  the  appropriation  is  asked. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

Fort  TTfl^wtf,  Michigan^  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  0.  E.  Blunt,  Corps  of 
Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  channel  of  Detroit  Kiver,  and  with 
its  exterior  barbette  batteries  already  planned  will  control  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  stream. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  last  year. 
The  exterior  batteries  are  unfinished,  ahd  the  pointing  and  drainage  of 
the  scarps  of  the  main  work  have  not  been  taken  in  hand  for  want  of 
funds. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Porter y  BlacJc  Rocky  near  Buffalo^  N.  F.,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Cot 
C  E.  Blunt,  Corps  of  Engineer's. — This  work  occupies  an  important 
strategic  point  for  the  defense  of  the  northern  frontier. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  reported  last  year.  The 
adjoining  grounds,  which  form  part  of  the  park  system  of  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  have  been  further  improved  by  the  city  under  authority  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  July  11,  1870. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1868. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Niagara,  mouth  of  Niagara  River,  Neto  TorJc,  in  charge  of  Maj. 
Walter  McFarland,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  situated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Niagara  Kiver,  commanding  its  debouch  into  Lake  Ontario. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year.  Nothing  has  been  done  here  except  to  construct  a 
new  road  to  the  fort,  the  old  one  being  nearly  destroyed  by  washing 
away. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  api)ropriation  ask^d  for  next  fiscal  year. 
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F(yrt  Ontario^  month  of  Ostcego  Rit'et'^  Neic  York,  in  charge  of  Maj. 
Walter  McFarlandj  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work  protects  the  city  of 
Oswego  from  a  sadden  attack  or  coup  de  main,  or  the  levy  of  a  contri- 
batioQ  by  a  small  force  of  an  enemy  on  shipboard. 

This  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  The  masonry  scarp  of  only  one  front,  including  bastions  D 
and  E,  is  high  enough  to  be  secure  against  a  sudden  assault.  The  faces 
of  the  remaining  bastions  have  but  an  average  of  12  or  14  feet  of  ma- 
sonry above  the  bottom  of  the  ditches,  whife  the  masonry  of  their  flanks 
is  but  4  or  5  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  ditch,  giving  such  facility  of 
entrance  into  the  work  that  a  small  guard,  such  as  is  usually  left  in  the 
work  when  the  garrison  is  called  away,  would  be  incapable  of  keeping 
oat  even  a  small  body  of  men  who  might  attempt  to  seize  the  ammuni- 
tion and.  stores  deposited  there.  This  masonry  scarp  is  not  exposed  to 
the  direct  fire  of  artillery  and  should  be  completed  without  further 
delay,  or  a  stockade  should  be  bnilt  over  the  low  masonry. 

No  appropriation  w.bs  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  liscal  year. 

Fort  Montgomery,  outlet  to  Lake  Cliamplain^  New  York,  in  charge  of 
Lieut,  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21, 1877 ;  since 
that  date  in  charge  of  Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work 
occupies  an  important  strategic  point,  and  commands  the  entrance  to 
Lake  Champlain  from  the  Richelieu  or  Saint  John  River. 

Portions  of  the  earthen  parapet  have  been  resodded,  repairs  made  to 
the  asphalt  covering  of  curtain  III,  and  tie-rods  for  strengthening  the 
right  or  north  face  of  bastion  D  have  been  pat  in. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiacal  year. 

Fort  Knox,  Bucksport,  Penobscot  River j  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
J.  C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  situated  at  the  narrows  of 
the  Penobscot  River,  furnishes  a  defense  for  the  city  of  Bangor,  18  miles 
above,  and  other  towns  bordering  the  river,  and  renders  it  available  as 
a  secure  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  shipping  of  the  extensive  eastern 
coast. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  except  iov  the  necessary  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Popham,  Kennebec  River,  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C. 
Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  defends  the  entrance  through 
the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec  River  to  the  rich  valley  of  this  river,  the 
cities  of  Bath  and  Augusta,  and  the  United  States  arsenal  at  the  latter 
place. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  except  for  the  necessary  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
^o  appropriation  asked  for  next  iiscal  year. 

Fort  Gorges^  Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G. 
Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  is  one  of  the  series  of  forts  de- 
signed to  defend  the  harbor  and  channels  leading  into  the  harbor  of  the 
important  strategic  position  occupied  by  the  city  of  Portland. 

The  condition  of  .this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
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been  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  except  for  the  necessary  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  IB  seal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $10,000  00 

Fort  Preble,  Portland  Harbor^  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  J.  C. 
Duane,  Cotys  of  Engineers, — This  work  occupies  such  a  position  that 
three-fourths  of  its  guns  command  the  two  principal  channels  entering 
the  harbor  of  Portland. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  except  for  the  necessary  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $30,000  00 

Fort  Scammelj  Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col  J.  C 
Dtian^e,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  occupies  a  very  important  posi- 
tion in  the  harbor  and  commands  four  of  the  channels  leading  into  it. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having 
been  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  except  for  the  care  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Battery  on  Portland  Head,  Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  J.  C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  covers  by  its  guns  all 
the  approaches  to  the  main  channel  leading  into  the  harbor,  and  will 
prevent  by  its  fire  an  enemy's  fleet  from  taking  up,  unopposed,  a  position 
behind  Bangs's  Island,  from  which  to  bombard  Portland,  or  shell  the 
shipping  in  the  harbor. 

The  condition  of  this^  work  remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  the 
last  fiscal  year,  no  operations  having  been  carried  on  except  for  the 
necessary  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  McClary,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
CcL  J.  C.  Buane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  together  with  Fort 
Constitution,  opposite,  forms  the  inner  line  of  defense  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Piscataqua  Kiver,  and  to  the  navy-yard  at  Kittery,  Maine. 

The  condition  of  this  work  remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  the 
previous  fiscal  year,  no  operations  having  been  carried  on  except  for  the 
neces^ry  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Constitution,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  jytuine,  Corps  of  Engineers — The  condition  of  this  work 
remains  unchanged,  no  operations  having  been  carried  on  except  for  the 
necessary  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878.  / 

No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Battery  on  Oerrish^s  Island,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  New  Hampshire,  in 
charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Buane,  Corps  of  Engmeers. — This  battery,  with 
the  one  opposite,  on  Jerry's  Point,  forms  the  outer  line  of  defense  to 
Portsmouth  Harbor,  and  to  the  navy  yard  at  Kittery,  Maine. 

This  work  remains  the  same  as  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  no 
operations  having  been  carried  on  except  for  the  necessary  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $36,000  00 
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Battery  oth  Jernfa  Pointy  Portsmouth  Harbor,  I^ew  Hampshire,  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  CoL  J.  C.  Duane,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  operations  were  car- 
ried on  at  this  work  daring  the  past  fiscal  year  except  for  the  necessary 
care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  iisoal  year $24,000  00 

F^t  Warren,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  in  charge  of  Col.  Henry. 
W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  important  work  is  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  main  channel  of  entrance  to  Boston  Harbor,  and  commands 
the  anchorage  of  Kantaisket  Eoads. 

The  small  amount  of  funds  available  was  expended  during  the  work- 
ing sea^n  of  1876  in  repairing  the  earth-slopes  of  the  ravelin  battery, 
of  the  cover-face  of  front  3,  and  of  bastion  A }  in  repairs  to  the  concrete 
and  plastering  of  the  magazine-arch  in  bastion  B,  to  the  main  drain  in 
the  ditch  of  front  2,  jand  to  the  asphalt  cover  of  the  casemates  of  front  3 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year |75,000  00 

Battery  at  Long  Island  Head,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  in  charge 
of  Col.  Henry  W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  occupies  an 
important  position  in  the  outer  line  of  defense  to  Boston  Harbor,  and 
its  guns  bear  upon  all  the  channels  of  entrance  thereto. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  repairs  were  made  to  the  drains,  and  the 
terrepleins  of  the  two  upper  batteries  were  graded  sufficiently  to  allow 
the  guns  to  be  traversed. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiseal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  Winthrop,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  in  charge  of  Col.  Henry 
W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  one  of  the  works  forming  the 
inner  line  of  defense  to  Boston  Harbor  and  the  navy -yard  at  Charlesto  wn. 

Operations  during  the  whole  year  were  confined,  from  want  of  funds, 
to  a  few  slight  repairs  to  the  slopes  and  drains.  The  work  is  generally 
in  good  condition,  but  small  sea-walls  are  required  to  protect  the  sites 
of  the  east  and  south  batteries. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1678. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  Independence,  Boston  Harbor,  Massachtisetts,  in  charge  of  Col. 
Henry  W.  Benham,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  one  of  the  works  form- 
ing the  inner  line  of  defense  for  the  harbor  of  Boston. 

Work  was  suspended  during  the  whole  year  from  want  of  funds,  the 
small  balance  available  being  expended  in  the  care  and  oversight  of 
the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $30,000  00 

Fort  at  Claries  Point,  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  in  charge  of 
Maj.  0.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  guns  of  this  work  com- 
mand the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  Bedford. 

Nothing  has  been  done  duiing  the  past  fiscal  year  except  taking  care 
of  the  property. 

Plans  for  the  heavy-gun  batteries  are  ready,  and  work  can  be  begun 
as  soon  as  money  is  appropriated.  ^ 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $30,000  00 

Fort  Adams,  Newport  Harbor,  Rhode  Island,  in  charge  of  Maj.  G.  K. 
Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers.— This  large  and  important  work  defends 
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the  harbor  and  city  of  Newport,  and  commands  the  principal  passage  to 
Karragansett  Bay,  one  of  the  best  roadsteads  on  the  coast. 

Nothing  has  been  done  dnring  the  fiscal  year  excepting  for  the  care 
and  preservation  of  the  work. 

The  preparatory  work  for  the  construction  of  the  new  battery  (such 
as  draining  and  opening  of  roads)  having  been  completed,  rapid  progress 
can  be  made  in  construction  when  the  necessary  funds  are  appropriated. 

Many  repairs  are  needed  to  the  main  work  and  to  the  permanent 
wharf. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $40,000  00 

Defenses  of  Dutch  Island^  western  entrance  to  TSarraganset  Bay^  Rhode 
Islandj  in  charge  of  Maj.  O.  K.  Warren^  Corps  of  Engineers., — ^These  de- 
fenses lie  in  and  command  the  western  passage  to  Narragansett  Bay. 

The  only  work  performed  during  the  fiscal  year  has  b^n  the  general 
care  of  the  property. 

No  other  work  is  contemplated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  fornext  fiscal  year $40,000  00 

Fort  Trumbull^  New  London  Harbor^  Connecticut^  in  charge  of  Maj.  J. 
W.  Barlow^  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  upon  the  west  bank  of  the 
Thames  Eiver,  with  Battery  Griswold  on  the  east  bank,  forms  the  de- 
fense of  the  harbor  of  New  London. 

Operations  have  been  confined  to  the  repair  and  preservation  of  the 
work.  An  appropriation  for  building  the  south  exterior  battery  is  recom- 
mended. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $40,000  00 

Fort  Oriawoldj  New  London  Harbor^  Connecticut,  in  charge  of  Maj.  J. 
W.  Barlow^  Corps  of  Engineers. — During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  bound- 
aries of  the  United  States  property  have  been  established,  and  mere- 
stones  marking  the  lines  have  been  replaced. 

The  stone  fences  should  be  repaired  and  made  to  conform  to  the 
established  boundaries. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Hale,  New  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut,  in  charge  of  Maj,  J,  W. 
Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  channel  of  en- 
trance to  New  Haven  Harbor. 

No  work  has  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  sea-wall  has 
sustained  additional  damage  from  the  ac(ion  of  ice  and  storms.  To 
rebuild  wall  on  old  plan  and  repair  the  break  in  the  beach  would  cost 
$2,000.  To  rebuild  wall  upon  the  new  plan  submitted  by  the  officer  in 
charge,  including  repair  of  break,  would  cost  $10,000. 

The  expediency  of  these  repairs  is  under  consideration  by  the  Board 
of  Engineers  for  Fortifications. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Schuyler,  East  River,  New  TorJc,  in  charge  of  Maj.  H.  L.  Abboty 
Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  an  important  work  .for  the  defense  of  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  York  City  through  the  East  River. 

Nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  care  of  the  property  has  been  possible 
during  the  year,  owing  to  want  of  funds. 

The  main  work  is  in  a  state  which  urgently  requires  attention.  The 
remodeling  of  the  barbette  tier,  to  enable  it  to  receive  its  proposed  ar- 
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mament  of  modern  gnns,  has  been  mainly  finished,  bnt  was  snddenly 
stopped  by  the  failure  of  the  appropriation,  and  the  new  part  now  de- 
teriorates under  the  action  of  the  weather. 

This  fact,  and  the  vast  importance  of  the  work  to  the  defense  of  New 
York  Harbor,  renders  a  liberal  appropriation  specially  needed. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  at  Willets  Pointy  eastern  entrance  to  Neio  York  Harbor ,  in  chair (je  of 
Maj.  H.  L.  Abbots  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  unites  with  Fort 
Schuyler  in  the  defense  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  New  York 
City  through  the  East  River. 

Want  of  funds  has  prevented  any  essential  progress  from  being  made 
in  preparing  this  important  position  for  use  in  defending  New  York 
City  in  case  of  war.  Now  that  the  Hell-Gate  Channel  is  rapidly  im- 
proving, and  the  city  is  extending  along  East  River,  the  preparation  of 
a  strong  defensive  line  for  excluding  a  hostile  fleet  with  ce^rtaiuty  frpm 
these  waters  is  a  matter  of  the  very  first  importance.  Torpedoes  would, 
of  course,  be  made  to  play  an  important  part,  bnt  shore  batteries  are 
essential  to  4efend  them  against  the  counter-operations  of  an  enemy; 
and  when  the  safety  of  such  a  port  as  New  York  is  concerned,  the  nec- 
essary preparation  should  not  be  delayed. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  sea-wall  for  the  protection  of  the  east 
battery  has  been  extended  212  linear  feet.  The  slopes  and  traverse 
magazines  of  this  battery,  which  had  been  badly  washed  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  funds  for  the  necessary  sodding,  have  been  regraded  and 
partially  protected  by  placing  2,237  superficial  yards  of  sod.  Storage- 
casemates  have  been  covered  with  1,550  cubic  yards  of  earth,  nearly  to 
grade.  The  wharf  has  been  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  148  piles, 
rendered  necessary  by  injuries  from  marine  worms.  The  ordinary 
repairs  of  the  dififerent  batteries*  and  the  care  of  the  property  have 
consumed  the  rest  of  the  funds  available.  . 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  year J80, 000  00 

Fort  Columbus  J  Oovernor'^s  Isla7idy  New  York  Harbor  ^incliarge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  John  yeicton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877;  since  that 
date  in  charge  of  Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers, — The  only 
work  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  consisted  In  extensive  repairs  to 
the  engineer  wharf. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $5,000  00 

New  Barbette  Batt^y  at  Fort  Columbus^  Oover}wr^s  Island^  New  York 
Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until 
April  21,1877]  since  that  date  in  charge  of  Capt  James  Merour^  Corps  of 
Engineers. — No  work  was  done  here  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  and 
none  contemplated  during  the  present  year. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Castle  Williams^  Oovernor^s  Island^  Neic  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of 
Lieut  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877;  since 
that  date  in  charge, of  Capt.  tfames  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^No  work 
was  done  here  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

South  Battery,  Govemor^s  Island^  Netc  York  Harbor,  in  cliarge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  John  Newton^  Corps  of  Engineers^  until  April  21,  1877;  since  that 
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date  in  charge  of  Capt  James  Merourj  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  wa» 
doue  here  duriug  the  past  fiscal  year,  aud  noae  coatemplated  during 
the  present. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Wood  J  Bedh^s  Island^  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut  CoL 
John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877 ;  since  that  date  m 
charge  of  Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work,  together 
with  those  upon  Governor's  Island,  is  designed  to  close  the  entrance  to 
the  East  and  Hudson  rivers,  and  to  cover  ^ew  York,  part  of  Brook- 
lyn, and  Jersey  City  from  bombardment. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  this  fort  daring  the  past  fiscal  year.  Ap- 
plication was  made  in  February,  1877,  by  Henry  W.  de  Stuckle,  esq.» 
on  behalf  of  the  Union  Franco-Americaine,  for  plans  and  designs  of  a 
site  for  the  pedestal  of  the  colossal  statue  of  Liberty. 

By  a  resolution  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1877,  the  President 
was  authorized  to  accept  the  colossal  statue  of  ^^Lit^erty  enlightening 
the  World"  when  presented  by  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
to  designate  and  set  apart  for  the  erection  thereof  a  suitable  site  upoa 
either  Governor's  or  Bedlotfs  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York.  By 
authority  of  the  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War  the  erection  of  the 
statue  on  the  parade  of  the  work  was  authorized,  and  a  plan  of  the  site 
was  furnished  Mr.  de  Stuckle  in  April  last,  but  as  yet  no  operations 
have  been  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Union  Franco-Americaine. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Hamilton  and  additional  batteries.  New  TorJc  Harbor,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877;  since 
that  date  in  charge  of  Capt,  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These 
works,  are  situated  at  the  Narrows  of  New  York  Harbor,  upon  the  Long. 
Island  side. 

Duriug  the  past  fiscal  year  repairs  were  made  to  the  gates  and  bar- 
riers leading  to  the  main  ditch  of  the  main  work,  and  to  the  sodding  of 
the  slopes  and  magazines  of  the  15-inch-gun  battery. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Mortar-Battery  at  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877;  since  that 
date  in  charge  of  Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^No  operations, 
were  carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Wandsworth,  Staten  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut:. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  tort,  situated  on  the  Stateu- 
Island  side  of  the  Narrows  of  New  York  Harbor,  is  a  large  casemated 
work,  having  its  lower  tier  of  guns  only  a  few  feet  above  the  level  of 
ordinary  high  water. 

The  ditch  requires  cleaning  out,  some  painting  and  pointing  are 
needed,  and  shot-beds  are  wanted  on  the  parade  of  the  work.  It  is  also 
very  desirable  that  the  reservoir  of  spring- water  in  the  ditch  of  the  work 
should  be  covered  over,  as  it  is  becoming  filled  with  a  vegetable  growth — 
probably  a  species  of  bacteria — which  may  ultimately  render  the  water 
unfit  for  use.  As  this  plant  requires  light  for  its  generation  and  growth, 
it  would  doubtless  disappear  if  the  reservoir  were  covered. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $9,000  00- 
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Fort  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins^  Neic  YorJc  Harbor^  in  charge  of  Lietit 
Col,  Q.  A.  Oillmorej  Corps  of  Engiiieers. — This  work  crowns  the  hill  in 
rear  of  Fort  Wadswqrth  and  the  open  batteries  on  Staten  Island,  and 
is  designed  to  accommodate  the  garrisons  and  act  as  a  keep  for  those 
works;  When  completed  it  will  be  able  to  throw  a  heavy  fire  from 
a  commanding  position  apon  vessels  attempting  to  pass  through  the 
Narrows. 

It  has  been  in  readiness  to  receive  its  armament  for  some  years.  For 
want  of  funds,  the  operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  have  been 
restricted,  with  the  exceptions  noted  below,  to  repairs  of  tibe  earth- 
work and  roads,  to  cutting  the  grass  on  the  slopes,  keeping  a  supply  of 
water  in  the  distributing-reservoir  located  on  the  glacis,  and  other 
necessary  repairs  and  improvemeu't  of  the  work  of  a  small  kind. 

Some  portions  of  the  long  slope  leading  down  to  Fort  Wadsworth 
have  been  regraded  and  sodded. 

No  operations  can  be  carried  on  during  the  present  fiscal  year  for 
want  of  funds.  Attention  has  been  called  in  former  reports  to  the  bad 
condition  of  the  large  slope  in  front  of  the  channel-face  of  this  work^ 
and  an  appropriation  for  completing  it  is  again  earnestly  recommended. 

The  estimates  for  completing  this  work,  the  glacis  gun-battery,  and 
the  North  Cliff  and  South  Olifi'  batteries,  contemplate  the  following 
work  not  previously  estimated  for,  viz:  Constructing  and  laying  21 
stone  platforms  in  place  of  the  timber  platforms  now  in  position ;  lining 
with  wood  14  principal  magazines  never  yet  lined ;  providing  bonnets 
and  the  necessary  wing- walls  for  the  traverses  on  the  channel- front  of 
Fort  Tompkins  and  in  the  North  Cliff  battery;  building- rough  sea-walls 
at  the  foot  of  the  exterior  slopes  of  both  the  North  Cliff  and  South  Cliff 
batteries  to  protect  them  from  wash^  and  thickening  the  parapets  of 
these  batteries.  It  has  also  been  found  necessary  to  increase  the  esti- 
mate for  grading  the  long  slope  in  front  of  Fort  Tompkins,  to  provide 
for  the  damage  caused  by  exposure  and  delay. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completing  Fort  Tompkins,  the 
glacis  gun-battery,  and  the  North  Cliff  and  South  Cliff  batteries, 
$170,000. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  continae  the  work,  the  glacis  gun- 
battery,  and  the  North  Cliff  and  South  Cliff  batteries $75, 000  00 

Glacis  Qun-Battery^  (north  of  fort  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins,)  Staten 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  Q.  A,  Qillmare,  Corps 
of  Engineers, — ^This  battery  has  been  in  readiness  to  receive  its  arma- 
ment for  the  last  four  years.  Some  little  work  yet  remains  to  be  done 
to  the  magazine-doors  and  lamp-closets.  No  work  was  done  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  ezc^t  to  out  the  grass  from  the  slopes,  and  repair  minor 
damages  to  the  same. 

The  coRt  of  substituting^  stone  for  timber  platforms,  amounting  to 
about  $9,000,  is  included  in^the  estimate  for  Fort  Tompkins. 
No  aeparite  appropriation  asked  for  this  work. 

Olaeis  Mortar-Battery,  {south  of  fort  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins,)  StcUeh 
Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps 
of  JSngineers. — ^This  battery  and  its  armament  are  ready  for  service. 
During  the  past  fiscal  year  portions  of  the  slo{>es  damaged  by  heavy 
rains  have  been  repaired  and  resodded.  A  little  work  yet  remains  to 
be  done  upon  the  lamp-dosets,  and  the  principal  magazine  requires  to- 
be  furred  oft^ 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 
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Battery  Hudson^  Staten  Island,  yew  York  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Col  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  aud  the  North  Cliflf 
and  Soath  Cliff  batteries  occupy  the  slope  between  Fort  Tompkins  aud 
the  water,  and  are  able  to  bring  a  powerful  fire  upon  the  channel  lead- 
ing up  to  and  through  the  Narrows. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  outer  traverse-rails  have  been  laid  on 
permanent  platforms,  Nos.  2  and  3,  on  the  eastern  face  of  the  battery, 
and  the  parapets  on  this,  as  well  as  on  the  southern  face,  have  been 
strengthened  and  repaired.  In  the  extension  of  the  battery  the  earth- 
work of  the  parapet  has  been  roughly  formed.  The  outer  iron  traverse- 
rails  have  been  laid  on  the  five  i5-inch-gun  timber  platforms  in  the  ex- 
tension. All  the  earthen  slopes  have  been  kept  well  dressed  and  in  a 
tolerably  good  state  of  preservation.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
armament  during  the  year. 

No  appropnation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $24,000  00 

South  Mortar -Battery  y  (in  rear  of  Bfittery  Hudson  extension,)  Staten 
Island,  New  TorJc  Harbor,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps 
of  Engineers, — ^The  work  necessary  for  the  completion  of  this  battery 
consists  in  constructing  and  laying  eight  timber  mortar-platforms  upon 
concrete  foundations,  now  in  place,  in  fitting  up  the  inner  magazine- 
doors  and  two  lamp-closets.    No  platforms  are  finished. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

A'ppropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $9,000  00 

North  Cliff  Battery,  Staten  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  charge  or 
Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  beyond  some 
necessary  repairs  was  carried  on  at  this  battery  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  for  want  of  funds,  and  there  has  been  no  change  in  its  armament. 

The  cost  of  completing  the  battery,  by  substituting  six  stone  gun- 
platforms  for  those  of  timber,  constructing  six  stone  breast-height 
walls,  two  bonnets  on  the  traverses,  lining  the  two  principal  magazines 
with  timber,  thickening  the  parapet,  and  constructing  a  rough  sea-wall 
at  the  foot  of  the  exterior  slope,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  $34,700, 
is  included  in  the  estimate  for  fort  on  site  of  Fort  Tompkins. 
No  separate  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

South  Cliff  Battery,  Staten  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  in  cliarge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^With  the  exception  of 
slight  repairs  no  work  was  done  in  this  battery  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  for  want  of  funds.  Tl^ere  has  been  no  change  in  the  armament 
during  the  year. 

The  cost  of  completing  the  battery  in  accordance  with  the  approved 
plan,  including  the  thickening  of  the  parapet,  a  rough  sea-wall  at  the 
foot  of  the  exterior  slope,  and  wooden  linings  in  the  principal  maga- 
zines, amounting  in  the  whole  to  $37,100,  is  included  in  the  estimate  for 
fort  on  site  of  Port  Tompkins. 
No  separate  appropriation  is  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

^  Fort  at  Sandy  Hook,  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  until  April  21,  1877 ;  since  that  date  in  charge  of 
Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers. — One  of  the  great  objects  of  this 
work  is  to  prevent  the  occupation  of  the  lower  bay  as  an  anchorage  by 
an  enemy's  fleets. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  past  year,  except  slight  repairs  to  the 
jetties. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 
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Fort  Mifflin^  Delaware  River ^  Pennsylvania'^  in  charge  of  Lieut,  Col,  J, 
D,  KurtZy  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  fort  constitutes  one  of  the  inner  line 
of  works  for  the  defense  of  Philadelphia  and  the  naval  establishment  at 
League  Island. 

Except  making  minor  requisite  repairs  to  the  front  dike  and  wall  near 
main  sluice  during  the  past  year,  the  condition  of  the  work  remains  the 
same  as  at  the  close  of  the  previous  fiscal  year.  No  appropriation  hav- 
ing been  made  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  work  will  continue  iu  care 
of  a  fort-keeper. 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  torpedo 
casemate-gallery,  complete  the  exterior  battery,  construct  battery  north 
face  of  demilune,  construct  battery  on  south  face  main  work,  com- 
mence construction  of  storage-magazine  exterior  battery,  and  make  nec- 
essary repairs  to  dikes,  roads,  &c. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiBcal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000  00 

Mortar-Battery  at  Fort  Mifflin^  Delaware  River ^  Pennsylvania^  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  Col,  J,  D.  Kurtz^  Corps  of  Engineers, — No  work  has  been  done 
at  this  battery  during  the  past  year  tor  the  want  of  fuujdSy  and  none  is 
proposed  for  the  present  fiscal  year  for  the  same  reason. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30j  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Site  for  the  defenses  at  Red  Bank,  New  Jersey y  in  charge  of  Lieut,  Col. 
J.  D.  KutiiZj  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  site  is  upon  the  New  Jersey  side 
of  the  Delaware  Eiver,  nearly  opposite  Fort  Mifflin,  and  is  in  care  of  a 
property-keeper. 

During  the  past  year  material  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  dike  along 
the  south  boundary  ^  the  buildings  and  fences  have  received  slight  re- 
pairs. It  is  proposed,  during  the  present  year,  to  place  additional  rock 
revetment  along  the  river-slope  of  the  dike,  make  needed  repairs  to 
the  buildings  and  fences,  and  exercise  the  usual  care  over  the  site  and 
other  public  property. 

No  appropriation  has  yet  been  made  for  a  battery  on  this  site. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Delaware^  Delaware  River ^  Delaware^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col,  J,  D. 
KurtZj  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work,  situated  on  the  Pea  Patch  Island, 
forms  one  of  the  chain  of  works  constituting  the  outer  line  of  defense 
for  the  Delaware  Eiver. 

The  damages  to  the  southern  wharf  and  to  the  dike  at  the  south  end  of 
the  island,  caused  by  the  severe  storm  of  September  last,  have  been 
repaired.  It  has  also  been  found  necessary  to  repair,  temporarily,  what 
remains  of  the  old  work  of  the  upper  eastern  wharf,  in  order  to  protect 
it  and  the  unfinished  stone  masonry  of  the  new  superstructure,  until 
work  is  resumed.  The  fort  and  grounds  have  been  kept  in  as  good 
order  as  the  limited  means  would  allow. 

The  work  proposed  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  to  give  increased  pro- 
tection to  the  magazines,  to  construct  torpedo-casemate,  to  repair  tide- 
gates  of  ditches,  southern  wharf,  counterscarp,  temporary  buildings,  and 
bridges,  and  to  continue  superstructure  of  eastern  wharf. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75, 000  00 

Battery  at  Finn^s  Point,  Delaware  River,  New  Jersey,  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col,  J.  D,  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  is  a  powerful  earthen  bar- 
bette battery,  and  forms  the  left  of  the  outer  line  of  defenses  across  the 
month  of  the  Delaware  River. 
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During  the  year  two  partly  constructed  stone  gun-platforms  have  been 
completed  ;  repairs  to  the  sea-wall  below  the  wharf  have  been  finished, 
and  a  jetty  has  been  thrown  out  from  its  southern  extremity ;  some 
additional  protection  has  been  given  to  the  sea-wall  in  front  and  south 
of  the  mortar  battery ;  a  small  portion  of  breast-height  wall  has  beeu 
repointed,  and  the  sodded  slopes  of  the  battery  have  been  kept  in  order. 

The  work  proposed  for  next  fiscal  year  is  to  construct  six  stone  gun- 
platforms  and  the  breast-height  wall  in  front;  to  build  three  magazines 
with  their  covering-traverses,  and  to  complete  the  traverse  of  the  maga- 
zine last  finished ;  to  build  the  passage-way  from  wharf  through  the  bat- 
tery, and  to  continue  the  embankment  of  the  battery  and  construction 
of  sea-wall. 

No  approprifttioD  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Mortar  BatUynf  at  Mnn^s  Pointy  Delaware  River^  Neio  Jersey^  in  charge 
of  Lieut  Colonel  J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers, — No  operations  were 
carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  year  for  want  of  funds,  and  none 
are  contemplated  for  the  present  year.  '  Its  condition  remains  the  same 
as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  opposite  Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  shore,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  CoL 
J.  D,  Eurtz,Corps  of  Engineers, — A  strong  earthen  barbette-battery,  form- 
ing the  right  of  the  oui^er  line  of  defenses  for  the  Delaware  River. 

Operations  at  this  work,  beyond  the  care  and  preservation  of  public 
property,  have  been  of  little  importance.  The  preparation  of  stone  for 
the  two  gun-platforms,  commenced  last  year,  has  been  completed,  and 
the  two  pintle-stones  have  been  set.  Some  repairs  have  been  made  to 
the  dike  on  the  river-front. 

During  the  next  fiscal  year,  if  funds  are  provided,  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  six  gun-platforms  with  the  breast-height  wall  in  front,  and  to 
finish  the  two  already  commenced ;  to  build  three  magazines  with  their 
covering-traverses ;  to  complete  torpedo-cable  gallery,  and  to  continue 
the  embankment  of  the  gallery. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year |75,000  00 

Mortar  Battery  near  Delaware  City,  Del.,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D. 
Kurtz,  Corps  of  Fngineers.—Thetwo  unfinished  magazines  of  this  work 
have  been  completed;  the  covering-traverses  have  been  embanked  to 
nearly  their  full  height,  and  the  parapet  in  front  has  been  raised  to  9 
feet  above  the  terre-plein.  Daring  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed,  if 
funds  are  provided,  to  finish  this  work  by  constructing  the  magazine  on 
the  right,  completing  thefparapet  and  traverses,  and  laying  platforms 
for  six  mortars. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  McSenry,  Baltimore  Harbor,  Maryland,  in  charge  of  Maj.  William 
P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  fort  forms  part  of  the  inner  line 
of  defense  for  Baltimore  and  its  dependent  interests,  and  commands 
with  its  fire  the  interior  waters  of  the  harbor  and  the  channel  of  ap- 
proach thereto,  in  which  latter  a  depth  of  24  feet  exists  at  mean  low 
water. 

The  importance  of  this  site  has  been  set  forth  in  previous  annual 
reports.  While  the  old  fort  (proper)  has  become  almost  useless  as  a 
defensive  work,  the  water-front  should  still  be  occupied  by  a  battery  of 
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heavy  guns  mounted  behind  a  sand  parapet  of  the  most  approved 
model,  and  provided  with  boom-proof  cover  for  ammunition  and  gun- 
ners. Such  a  battery  is  in  course  of  construction.  The  condition  in 
which  this  battery  stood  June  30,  1876,  is  given  in  the  last  annual 
report. 

At  the  end  of  June,  1876,  the  appropriation  of  $20,000  which  was 
made  February  10, 1875,  was  very  nearly  exhausted ;  so  nearly,  that  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1876,  all  work  upon  the  exterior  battery  was  suspended 
for  want  of  funds,  and  the  store-houses  and  other  public  property  were 
placed  in  charge  of  a  watchman. 

The  few  days  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  were  devoted  to  the 
regrading  of  the  terre-plein,  and  the  placing  of  soil  upon  the  slopes  in 
rear  of  the  battery  to  secure  a  growth  of  grass. 

There  being  no  approi)riation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 
operations  otherwise  have  been  confined  to  some  slight  repairs  to  the 
slopes  of  the  new  battery  and  the  fence  in  its  rear,  and  to  more  exten- 
sive repairs  to  the  wharf  and  the  sea-wall  about  the  site,  which  were 
badly  damaged  by  the  severe  storm  of  the  17th  and  18th  of  September, 
1876.  One  hundred  and  twenty  linear  feet  of  the  superstructure  of  the 
wharf  at  the  shore  end  were  carried  away,  leaving  the  piles  and  the 
head  of  the  wharf  intact.  This  superstructure  was  replaced  during  the 
month  of  October. 

The  sea-wall  about  the  site  was  badly  shaken  up,  especially  on  the 
most  exposed  (south)  face.  Kepairs  as  extensive  as  funds  would  allow 
were  made  upon  the  wall  during  October  and  November,  1876. 

At  the  close  of  November  all  the  portable  property  pertaining  to  the 
work  was  moved  to  and  stored  at  Fort  Carroll,  and  the  services  of  a 
watchman  have  since  been  dispensed  with. 

The  sum  of  $50,000  is  asked  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  which  would 
nearly  complete  the  parapet  and  terre-plein,  including  the  magazines, 
bat  not  the  gun-platforms,  which  it  is  not  deemed  expedient  to  put  down 
autiJ  after  the  embankments  become  well  consolidated,  on  account  of 
the  unstable  nature  of  the  subsoil. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year ^0,000  00 

Fort  Carroll^  Baltimore  Harbor^  Maryland^  in  charge  of  Maj,  William 
F.  Craighillj  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  fort  is  situated  upon  an  exterior 
line  of  defense  for  the  harbor  of  Baltimore.  It  is  a  casemated  work, 
bat  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  past  year  in  carrying  out  the  project 
for  it«  completion,  which  contemplated  the  provision  for  three  tiers  of 
^ans  in  casemates  and  one  in  barbette.  This  delay  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  best  method  of  arranging  such  defenses,  consistent  with  a  due 
regrard  to  economy,  has  not  yet  been  determined. 

JDuring  the  past  year  nothing  has  been  done  but  what  was  necessary 
for  preservation  and  care  of  property.  This  work  consisted  of  repairs 
to  fences  and  temporary  wooden  roofs  over  the  masonry,  which  were 
damaged  by  high  winds  and  heavy  seas.  The  severe  storm  of  Septem- 
ber 17-18  entirely  broke  up  the  wooden  cover  in  front  of  the  15-inch  gun 
at  the  southwest  salient,  the  high  fence  at  the  open  (south)  face  was 
moved  bodily  inward,  and  about  20  linear  feet  of  roofing  destroyed. 
These  damages  were  all  repaired  during  the  month  of  September.  Sub- 
sequent storms  having  occasionally  caused  damage  calling  for  frequent 
repairs,  particularly  to  the  roofs,  it  was  determined  to  repair  the  latter 
thoroughly,  putting  in  new  rafters  to  replace  the  old  ones  which  had 
become  decayed.    This  was  all  accomplished  during  the  mouth  of  June, 
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1877.    There  has  been  no  change  in  the  armament  since  the  last  annual 
report. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Obstructions  of  the  Potomac^  in  charge  of  Maj,  William  P.  Craighillj 
Corps  of  Engineers. — ^The  material  pertaining  to  these  floating  obstrac- 
tious  has  continued  in  store  at  Fort  Foote,  in  charge  of  a  watchman. 
The  timber  portion  of  it  has  decayed  very  much^  and  is  rapidly  deterio- 
rating in  value. 

An  inspection  of  the  building  in  which  these  obstructions  are  stored 
was  made  in  October,  1876.  It  disclosed  the  necessity  of  repairing  the 
pile  foundation  on  which  the  building  rests,  and  the  repairs  were  at  once 
made.  The  piles  were  thoroughly  braced,  and  crib- work  was  substituted 
in  the  place  of  two  piles  which  were  entirely  gone. 

Fort  Foote  J  Potomac  River  ^  Maryland^  in  charge  of  Maj.  William  P. 
Craighillj  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work  is  on  the  inner  line  of  defense 
of  the  channel  of  approach  by  water  to  Alexandria,  Washington,  and 
Georgetown.    The  site  is  high,  commanding,  and  unusually  favorable. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  for  want  of  funds,  nothing  was  attempted 
except  some  repairs  of  a  limited  extent.  In  October  last  the  boundary- 
lines  of  the  site  were  run,  and  the  corners  marked  with  stone  monu- 
ments with  the  letters  U.  S.  inscribed  thereon. 

In  June,  1877,  two  of  the  new  front  pintle  15-inch  gun-platforms  were 
provided  with  traverse-circles,  and  a  temporary  wooden  breast-height 
built  in  front  of  them. 

Attention  is  again  urgently  invited  to  the  fact  that  the  unfinished 
condition  of  this  fort  must  render  it  liable  to  certain  injury  and  deterio- 
ration, and  to  care  for  the  work  already  done  the  modification  of  th& 
main  fort  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  Appropriation  for 
this  purpose  is  important. 

No  appropriation  -was  made  for  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  OO 

Fort  Washington^  Potomac  River ^  Maryland^  in  charge  of  Maj.  William 
P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  fort  occupies  a  very  important 
position  on  the  outer  line  of  defense  of  the  cities  of  Alexandria,  Wash- 
ington, and  Georgetown,  and  their  dependent  interests.  The  site  is  an 
excellent  one,  but  the  line  requires  strengtheningby  the  introduction  of 
guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber,  for  which  the  old  fort  was  not  suited. 

There  having  been  no  specific  appropriation  for  this  work,  operations 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  have  been  confined  to  the  general  care  and 
preservation  of  the  property ;  to  repairs  of  a  limited  extent  to  the 
wharf,  to  the  bridge  at  main  sally-port,  and  to  the  fences  on  and  about 
the  site,  and  to  running  out  and  marking  the  boundary-lines  of  the  ter- 
ritory purchased  and  added  to  the  site  by  the  United  States  in  1875. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  repairs  upon  the  wharf  were  in 
progress.    These  repairs  were  completed  in  July,  1876. 

Eighty  linear  feet  of  the  crib-work  on  the  south  side  of  the  wharf 
were  replaced,  and  four  new  fender-piles  were  driven  at  the  head  of  the 
wharf.  The  bridge  at  the  main  sally-port  was  strengthened  in  March 
last  by  putting  in  new  stringers  and  planks. 

During  March  and  April  last  the  fences  along  the  road  through  the 
new  purchase,  as  well  as  along  the  adjacent  farms,  were  put  in  good  con- 
dition. 

In  ^November,  1876,  the  boundary-lines  of  the  new  purchase  w^ere  tnuy 
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and  tbe  corners  marked  with  stone  monuments  with  the  letters  U.  S.  in- 
scribed thereon. 

A  revised  project  of  defense  for  the  site  has  been  prepared  and  is  now 
being  considered  by  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications.  While 
this  is  unfinished,  no  estimate  for  the  completion  of  the  work  can  be 
made. 

Attention  is  again  pressingly  invited  to  the  need  of  the  appropriation 
asked  for  this  fort.  The  portion  of  the  work  begun  should  be  finished. 
It  is  daily  suffering  serious  injury  and  deterioration,  owing  to  its  incom- 
plete state.    Xo  change  in  armament  since  last  annual  report. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  Monroe,  Old  Point  Comfort^  Virginia,  temporarily  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col,  Q.  A.  Oillmore^  Corps  of  Ungineers. — This  extensive  work  oc- 
cupies an  important  position,  covering  the  approach  to  Hampton  Roads, 
the  navy-yard  at  Portsmouth,  and  the  James  Eiver. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  for  want  of  funds,  no  work  was  done  ex- 
cept what  was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  work  and  the  pub- 
lic property.  The  breakwater  damaged  by  the  storm  in  April  last  has 
been  repaired,  and  backed  with  sand  and  rubble-stones  for  its  entire 
length,  (606  feet.) 

The  changes  in  the  armament  of  the  work  comprise  the  dismounting 
of  10-inch  Rodman  guns  from  platforms  87,  88,  89,  and  93,  and  100- 
pounder  Parrott  rifles  from  platforms  91,  92,  and  94,  and  the  mounting 
of  8-inch  converted  rifle-guns  on  platforms  91,  92,  93,  and  94,  and  100- 
pounder  Parrott  rifles  on  platforms  87,  88,  and  89.  An  increase  of 
$5,000  in  the  amount  previously  estimated  for  completing  the  work  will 
be  required  for  placing  bonnets  on  the  traverses  and  increasing  the 
length  of  breast-height  walls  in  the  redoubt  and  pjace  of  arms. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year • $75,000  00 

ArteJiian  well  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  temporarily  in  charge  of  Lieut, 
Col.  Q,  A.  Gillmore^  Corps  of  Egineers, — No  work  was  done  during  the 
last  fiscal  year,  and  none  is  contemplated  during  the  present  fiscal  year 
for  want  of  funds.  The  inadequate  and  uncertain  supply  of  water  at 
Fort  Monroe  is  an  evil  which,  it  is  conceded  on  all  sides,  may  at  any 
time  arise  to  serious  magnitude.  The  present  depth  of  the  well  is  about 
900  feet.  It  is  recommended  that  provision  be  made  to  increase  this 
depth  to  1,200,  or  even  to  1,500  feet,  before  abandoning  the  project  of 
obtaining  a  water-supply  by  this  method. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
Appropriation  asked  lor  next  fiscal  year $10,000  00 

Fort  Wool,  Hampton  Roads^  Virginia,  temporarily  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.  A,  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  casemated  fortification 
unites  with  Fort  Monroe  in  closing  the  passage  to  Hampton  Koads, 
crossing  its  fire  with  the  guns  of  that  fort. 

Until  approved  projects  for  its  completion  are  devised  no  further  work 
is  contemplated  than  is  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  injury.  Fifty-two 
iron-throated  casemates  of  the  first  tier  are  ready  for  guns,  and  in  an 
emergency  several  154nch  guns  could  be  advantageously  and  promptly 
mounted  in  barbette. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Macon,  Beaufort  Harbor,  North  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col. 
Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  situated  at  the  mouth 
of  tbe  harbor  and  defends  the  principal  entrance  thereto. 
2e 
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The  subject  of  the  modification  of  this  work  is  still-  under  considera- 
tion. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  monthly  measurements  have  been  made  of 
the  position  of  the  shore-line  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wharf. 

No  material  change  has  occurred  on  this  side  of  the  beach.  Serious 
encroachments  were  made  on  the  shore-line  of  the  south  side  during  a 
storm  on  the  17th  September,  1876,  the  four  spur  jetties  having  been 
laid  bare  and  the  sand-hills  in  rear  of  them  along  the  beach  having  been 
washed  away.  Under  the  action  of  the  jetties  the  shore-line  is  making 
out  to  its  former  position. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30^  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fori  Casicellj  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmorej  Corps  of  Engineers, — The  subject  of  the  modi- 
fication of  this  work  is  still  under  consideration. 

Its  location  is  advantageous  for  the  protection  of  one  of  the  entrances 
to  Cape  Fear  River,  and  therefore  one  of  the  approaches  to  the  city  of 
Wilmington. 

There  is  neither  armament  nor  garrison,  nor  quarters  for  a  garrison, 
at  the  place. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Moultri^^  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Carps  of  Engineers, — ^This  work  is  situated  on  SuUi- 
van  Island,  and  defends  the  principal  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton. 

!N"o  work  was  done  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  except  for  the  general 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  work.  Eight  platforms,  one  permanent 
and  seven  timber,  are  in  readiness  for,  but  not  occupied  by,  heavy  guns. 
Four  mortars  are  mounted  in  rear  of  the  fort.  The  laying  of  the  two 
timber  platforms  now  on  hand,  in  place  of  those  now  occupied  by  light 
guns,  will  complete  the  preparations  for  arming  this  work. 

Estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work,  (including  bonnets  on  the 
traverses,  a  soldiers'  latrine,  and  draining  the  parade,  not  embraced  in 
former  estimate,)  $89,000. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  Sumter,  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  in  charge  of  Lieut,  CoL 
Q.  A.  Oilhnore,  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^This  work  is  located  on  a  shoal  near 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  on  the  south  side,  and  its  guns,  crossing  their 
fire  with  those  of  Fort  Moultrie,  command  the  principal  channel  of  en- 
trance thereto. 

Ko  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  except  the  storing  of  the  timbers  of  platforms  9  and  10,  the  repair- 
ing of  damage  to  slopes,  caused  by  the  severe  storm  of  April  13, 1877, 
and  the  erection  of  a  small  breakwater  on  the  old  wharf  opposite  gorge 
front.  One  timber  and  three  permanent  platforms  for  heavy  guns  are 
ready,  but  not  occupied.  The  replacing  of  the  two  platforms  9  and  10, 
now  occupied  by  light  guns,  by  heavy  timber  platforms,  would  make  the 
work  ready  for  its  armament.  The  eleven  casemates  on  northeast  front 
are  armed.  The  eight  casemates  on  northwest  front  are  now  ready  for 
their  guns,  except  traverse  circles.  To  the  estimates  for  completing 
this  work  given  in  the  last  annual  report  there  should  be  added  the  cost 
of  putting  bonnets  on  the  traverses,  arranging  a  room  for  torpedo 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


BEPOBT   OF   THE   CHIEF    OF   ENGINEERS.  19 

defense,  and  repairing  and  extending  tbe  existing  wharf.    With  these 
additions  the  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work  is  $82,000. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  JohiMon^  Charleston  Harbor^  South  Carolina^  in  charge  of  Lieut 
Col,  Q.  A.  Chillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  fort,  situated  on  James 
Island,  is  one  of  the  works  in  the  system  of  defense  of  Charleston 
Harbor. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  daring  the  past  fiscal  year. 
Tbe  approved  project  for  reconstrncting  this  old  work  contemplates 
making  of  it  a  battery  for  eight  pieces  of  heavy  ordnance,  four  mortars, 
and  foar  guns.  Its  commencement  and  completion  daring  the  next 
fiscal  year  is  recommended.  Foar  13-inch  mortar  platforms  are  on  hand, 
ready  to  be  laid. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $10,000  00 

Castle  Pinckney^  Charleston  Harbor^  South  CaroUnaj  in  charge  of  Lieut. 
Col.  Q.  A.  Oillmore^  Corps  of  Engineers, — ^This  work,  situated  on  an 
island  near  the  city  of  Charleston,  is  one  of  the  works  in  the  system  of 
defense  of  the  harbor. 

No  operations  were  caiTied  on  at  this  work  daring  the  past  fiscal  year. 
An  appropriation  is  required  to  adapt  it  to  the  reception  of  10-inch 
smooth-bore  guns  or  corresponding  rifles,  to  be  mounted  in  barbette. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Jackson^  Sai^annah  River,  Georgia^  in  charge  of  Lieut  Col.  Q.  A. 
Qillmorej  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  situated  about  four  miles  from 
the  city  of  Savannah,  forms  the  inner  line  of  defense  for  that  city. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  Five  guns 
are  in  position,  but  they  are  not  of  the  calibers  contemplated  in  the 
approved  project,  and  cannot  be  efficiently  served  without  a  completion 
of  the  work.  Estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work,  including  repairs 
to  wharf,  $10,000. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  tbe  fiscal  year  endings  Jane  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year • $10,000  00 

Fort  PulasTci,  mouth  of  Savannah  River^  Oeorgid^  in  charge  ofjjieut  Col. 
Q.  A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  is  the  principal  work  for  the 
defense  of  Savannah  on  the  outer  line  of  the  system. 

No  operations  were  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
except  the  cleaning  out  of  the  drains  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort  and 
cutting  the  grass  from  the  slopes.  Five  timber  platforms  are  now  in 
readiness  for,  but  not  occupied  by,  heavy  guns  in  the  demilune. 

Estimated  cost  of  completing  the  work,  including  bonnets  on  the 
traverses,  permanent  platforms,  and  soldiers'  latrine,  $256,000. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  .30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000  00 

iVew?  Fort  on  Tybee  Island^  mouth  of  Savannah  River j  Georgia,  in  charge 
of  Lieut  Col.  Q.A.  Oillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers. — Plans  for  the  defensive 
works  to  be  constructed  on  the  north  point  of  Tybee  Island  have  been 
completed,  and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  their  construction  whenever 
funds  are  available. 

No  appropriation  for  tbe  work  has  yet  been  maie. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


20  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Fort  Clinch^  Amelia  Island^  Florida^  in  charge  of  Lieut  CoL  Q.  A.  Gill- 
morey  Corps  of  Engineers. — Tbis  work  defends  the  entrance  into  Cumber- 
land Soand,  and  is  in  an  unfinished  condition. 

The  slate  roof  of  the  brick  barracks  inside  the  fort  was  repaired  during 
the  past  fiscal  year.  No  other  operations  have  been  parried  on  during 
the  year,  the  project  for  the  modification  of  the  work  being  still  under 
consideration. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiecal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  liscal  year. 

Fort  Marion^  Saint  Augustine,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  CoL  Q.  A, 
Oillmorej  Corps  ofFngineers, — This  work  defends  the  harbor  and  city  of 
Saint  Augustine.* 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  only  work  done  was  to  repair  the  tem- 
porary roof  erected  over  the  terre-plein  of  the  north  front,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Indian  prisoners. 

Fort  Marion  was  built  by  the  Spaniards,  and  was  called  by  them  Fort 
Saint  Mark.  It  was  essentially  completed  in  the  year  1756,  its  process 
of  construction  having  extended  through  a  period  of  more  than  one 
hundred  years.  It  is  built  of  coqnina — a  natural  shell-concrete  found 
in  the  vicinity.  No  money  has  been  expended  by  the  United  States  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  work,  or  in  arresting  the  progress  of  ordinary 
deterioration  and  decay,  for  the  reason,  doubtless,  that  the  water- 
battery,  constructed  in  184:2-'43,  will,  if  suitably  armed,  furnish  a  suffi- 
cient defense  for  this  locality. 

No  appropriation  is  asked  for  this  work. 

Fort  Taylor  and  batteries,  Key  West,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Maj.  Jared 
A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  December  16, 1876;  since  that  date  in 
charge  of  CapU  W.  H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  is  for  the 
defense  of  the  important  harbor  of  Key  West. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  were  restricted  to  caring  for 
the  public  property  and  buildings,  anjl  repairing  such  damages  as  were 
caused  by  the  hurricane  of  October,  1876. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $75,000  00 

Fort  Jefferson,  Garden  Key,  Tortugas,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Maj!  Jared 
A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  December  16,  1876;  since  that  date  in 
charge  of  Capt.  W.  H.  Heue}',  Corps  of  Engineers, — The  guns  of  this  work 
perfectly  command  the  admirable  harbor  lying  in  the  heart  of  this  group 
of  keys. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  expenditure  of  money  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  care  of  i)ublic  property  and  buildings. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year j!25,000  00 

Fort  Pickens,  Pensacola  Harbor,  Florida,  in  charge  of  Capt.  A.  N.  Dam' 
rell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  with  Fort  Barrancas  and  the  pro- 
posed new  batteries  near  the  site  of  Fort  McBee,  constitute  the  defenses 
to  the  town  and  harbor  of  Pensacola,  and  to  the  navy-yard  at  Warring- 
ton. 

During  the  past  year,  the  modifications  on  bastion  D  were  completed, 
and  some  repairs  made  to  terre-plein,  stairs,  bermes,  and  water  con- 
ductors, when  work  under  special  appropriation  was  suspended.  Oper- 
ations during  the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  confined  to  ordinary  repairs, 
and  care  and  preservation  of  the  public  property. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  ^scal  year 875,000  00 
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Fort  Barrancas  and  redoubt^  FensacoJa  Harbor^  Florida^  in  charge  of 
Capt.  A,  N.  Damrellj  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  chaagevS  have  been  made 
in  this  work  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  operations  having  been  restricted 
to  those  necessary  for  the  proper  care  and  preservation  of  the  property. 
No  operations  are  proposed  for  next  fiscal  year. 

No  appropriatioD  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  McRee^  Pensacola  Harbor^  Florida,  in  charge  of  Capt  A.  N.  Dam- 
rell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — Tbe  condition  of  this  work  is  about  the  same 
as  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

If  any  appropriation  is  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879, 
it  is  proposed  to  expend  it  in  the  prosecution  of  work  on  the  batteries 
proposed  by  the  Board  of  ISngineers  for  Fortifications*  June  6,  1874. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year  to  continue  the  battery (50, 000  00 

Fort  Morgan,  eastern  ejitrance  to  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama^  in  cliarge  of 
Capt.  A.  iV.  Damrellj  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work,  with  Fort  Gaines 
on  the  western  side  of  the  entrance,  forms  the  outer  line  of  defense  to 
the  harbor  and  city  of  Mobile. 

The  amount  allotted  this  work  from  the  appropriation  for  preservation 
and  repair  of  fortifications  was  expended  on  the  slopes,  terre-plein,  maiii 
drain,  and  minor  repairs  of  the  fort. 

The  sum  of  $27,000  having  been  allotted  from  the  appropriation  for 
contingencies  of  fortifications  for  the  extension  of  the  sea-wall  to  pre- 
vent further  destruction  of  the  site  of  the  fort,  preparations  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  work  were  at  once  made,  and  in  May,  1877,  the  con- 
struction of  the  coffer-dam,  for  750  feet  of  wall,  was  commenced.  All 
the  main  piles  are  driven,  capping  and  stringers  bolted  on,  and  450  feet 
of  sheet-piling  set  in  place. 

It  is  contemplated  to  complete  the  construction  of  the  sea-wall  during 
the  present  working  season,  and  make  ordinary  repairs  to  the  fort,  and 
take  proper  care  of  public  propef ty  during  the  fiscal  year. 
No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year |75,000  00 

Fort  Gaines,  Dauphin  Island^  Mobile  Bay^  Alabama,  in  charge  of  Capt. 
A.  N.  Damrell,  Cojfps  of  Engineers. — Operations  during  the  year  were 
confined  to  general  repairs  to  fort-keeper's  and  ordnance  sergeant's 
quarters,  and  to  the  construction  of  brush-apron  and  jetty,  to  prevent 
tbe  further  wasting  of  the  beach,  and  consequent  undermining  of  the 
office-building. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Fort  on  Ship  Island  j  coast  of  Mississippi,  in  charge  of  Capt  A,  N.  Dam- 
rell.  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  affords  shelter  to  light-draught  ves- 
sels moving  in  Mississippi  Sound. 

During  the  past  year  such  small  repairs  as  were  most  pressingly 
needed  were  made  upon  the  work,  store-rooms,  and  quarters. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Pike,  Rigolets  Pass,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt,  C.  W.  Howell, 
Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  passage  by  vessels  draw- 
ing 7  feet  or  less,  through  the  Bigolets  into  Lake  Pontchartrain,  and  to 
tbe  wharves  on  the  lake  front  of  New  Orleans.  Projects  for  its  modi- 
fication, in  accordance  with  the  approved  system,  were  approved  in  1870, 
and  detailed  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  modification?  made. 
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DariDg  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  hare  been  confined  to  neces- 
sary repairs  for  the  preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appTopriation  was  made  foifthe  fiscal  year  endiog  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Macamhj  Chef  Menteur  Pass,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt  C.  W. 
Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  work  commands  the  passage  by  ves- 
sels drawing  4^  feet  or  less,  through  the  Bayou  Chef  Menteur,  into  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  and  the  road  along  Oentilly  Bidge,  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  have  been  limited  to  repairs 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  work. 
No  appropriation  wa|  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Tower  DuprSs,  Lake  Borgne,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt  C.  W.  Hotcell, 
Corps  of  Engineers, — This  old  work  is  situated  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou 
Dupr^s  into  Lake  Borgne. 

During  the  year  work  was  confined  to  such  slight  repairs  to  the  tower 
as  were  necessary  for  its  preservation. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Battery  Bienvenue,  Lake  Borgne,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt,  C.  W. 
Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  battery  is  situated  at  the  junction  of 
two  branches  of  the  Bayou  Bieuvenue,  about  three  miles  from  its  mouth. 

During  the  year  operations  were  limited  to  the  care  and  preservation 
of  the  work. 

This  work  has  no  armament;  the  parade  is  flooded  by  high  tides  and 
storms;  what  remains  of  the  buildings  will  stand,  it  is  thought,  for  years 
without  material  injury,  and  the  cost  of  caring  for  the  work  seems  greater 
than  warranted  by  its  present  value. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Tower  at  Proctorsville,  Lake  Borgne,' Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt,  C, 
W.  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — No  work  was  done  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  beyond  that  required  for  care  of  the  work. 

The  work  is  unfinished,  unarmed,  and  of  obsolete  construction. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  endi^ig  Jane  30^11878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi  River,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt.  C,  W, 
Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — This  work,  and  Fort  Saint  Philip,  nearly 
opposite,  are  situated  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  about  ^  miles  below 
New  Orleans,  and  are  the  most  important  of  those  guarding  the  ap- 
proaches to  New  Orleans. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  confined  to  the  care  and 
preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $25,000  00 

Fort  Saint  Philip^  Mississippi  River,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  Capt,  C. 
W.  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers, — During  the  past  fiscal  year  no  work 
was  performed  beyond  that  necessary  for  the  care  and  preservation  of 
the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year (25, 000  00 

Fort  Livingston^  Barataria  Bay,  Louisiana,  in  charge  of  CapU  C,  ^V. 
Howell,  Cofps  of  Engineers, — This  barbette  work  is  situated  on  the  west- 
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em  end  of  Grand  Terre  Island,  at  the  entrance  to  Barataria  Bay.  It 
guards  the  only  approach  to  New  Orleans  by  vessels  drawing  7  feet  or 
less,  available  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  River.  It  also  secnres 
a  safe  anchorage  and  harbor  of  refuge  for  onr  light-draught  coasters  in 
time  of  war. 

Operations  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  confined  to  the  care  and 
preservation  of  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1878. 
No  appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year. 

Fiyrt  at  Fort  Pointy  entrance  to  San  Francisco  Harbor^  California^  in 
charge  of  Lieut  Col.  C.  S.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  is  one  of  the 
principal  works  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  to  Uie  harbor  of  San 
Francisco,  through  the  Golden  Gate,  the  approaches  to  this  entrance, 
and  the  inner  waters  of  this  passage. 

No  operations  have  been  carried  on  at  this  work  during  the  past  fiscal 
year,  except  for  the  proper  care  and  preservation  of  the  work  and  prop- 
erty. The  barbette  earthen  batteries  connected  with  the  main  work  are 
much  in  the  same  condition  the}"  were  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual 
report.  To  complete  these  batteries  to  receive  their  armament,  it  will 
require  at  least  $100,000.  There  have  been  no  changes  of  armament 
during  the  year. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 
Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $100,000  00 

Fort  at  Lime  Point,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California,  in  charge  of 
Maj.  George  H.  Mendell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — This  fort,  with  its  detached 
earthen  barbette  works,  at  Point  Cavallo,  Lime  Point  Eidge,  and  Grav- 
elly Beach,  constitute  the  defenses  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  San 
Francisco  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Golden  Gate. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  these  batteries  during  the  past  year.  The 
property  has  been  under  the  charge  of  fort-keepers.  The  condition  of 
the  works  Is  good.  In  order  to  complete  these  batteries,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  build  22  gun-platforms  and  7  breastheight  walls. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $80,000  00 

Fort  on  Alcatraz  Island,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California,  in  charge 
of  Maj.  Oeorge  H.  Mendell,  Corps  of  Engineers. — ^This  work  occupies  a 
valuable  position  for  the  defense  of  the  entrance  to  and  the  inner 
waters  of  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  covering  the  whole  of  a  rocky 
island,  the  shores  of  which  rise  abruptly  from  the  water  to  a  height 
sufficient  to  secure  it  from  surprise.  The  fortifications  have,  from  their 
inception,  consisted  chiefly  of  open  barbette  batteries  for  the  heaviest 
guns. 

All  the  work  accomplished  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  done  by 
the  prisoners,  from  whom  3,027  days'  labor  was  secured.  This  labor 
was  applied  in  great  part  to  excavation  of  the  parade  at  the  southern 
end  of  the4sland,  of  which  6,368  cubic  yards  were  taken  out.  Magazine 
P  was  covered  with  earth,  its  floor  asphalted,  and  the  gutters  in  the 
passage-way  concreted.  The  prisoners  were  withdrawn  in  March.  The 
works  are  in  good  condition.  No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
armament  during  the  year,  nor  In  the  number  of  platforms  ready  for 
service. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $50,000  00 

Batteries  at  Point  San  Jose,  San  Francisco  Harbor,  California,  in 
charge  of  Lient.  Col.  C.  S.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These  temporary 
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batteries  are  in  an  unserviceable  condition.  The  timber  platforms  and 
revetments  and  timbers  of  the  magazines  are  rotten  and  falling  to 
pieces.  No  work  was  done  daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  and  none  is  con- 
templated during  the  present  year,  excepting  repairs  necessary  for  prac- 
tice-firing. 

Batteries  on  Angel  Island,  San  Francisco  Harbor^  California,  in  charge 
of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  IS.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers. — These  tbree  temporary 
earth-works,  constructed  during  the  late  war,  are  essentially  unservice- 
able. The  platforms  are  decayed,  and  most  of  the  carriages  have  been 
condemned.  It  is  not  intended  to  commence  the  construction  of  bat- 
teries of  a  permanent  character  projected  to  replace  them  until  more 
advanced  points  of  the  exterior  line  of  defense  are  fortified. 

Fort  at  SanDiego,  California,  in  churge  of  Lieut.  Col.  C,  S.  Stexcart,  Corps 
of  Engineers. — This  work  is  situated  on  Ballast  Point,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  bay  and  harbor  of  San  Diego,  and  commands  the  channel  of 
entrance  thereto. 

There  having  been  no  special  appropriation  for  this  work,  it  has  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  been  cared  for  by  a  watchman.  The  property  is  in 
as  good  condition  as  can  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  It  is 
estimated  that  it  will  require  at  least  $130,000  to  complete  the  work. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year 150,000  00 

Defenses  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  Oregon,  in  charge  of  Maj. 
John  il.  Wilson,  Corps  of  Engineers. — The  defenses  consist  of  Foot  Ste- 
vens, Point  Adams,  Oregon,  on  the  south  side,  and  Fort  Oanby,  Cape 
Hancock,  Washington  Territory,  on  the  north  side  of  the  entrance  to  the 
river.  These  works  are  earthen  barbette  batteries,  and  constitute  the 
only  defenses  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 

Fort  Canby. — The  three  batteries  require  extensive  repairs;  two  of  the 
service  magazines  are  entirely  in  ruins,  and  the  third  needs  repairs;  the 
wooden  revetments  and  platforms  are  rapidly  decaying:  the  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  batteries  should  be  repaired.  No  work  has  been  done  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds. 

Fort  Stevens. — All  the  platforms,  except  that  of  the  15-inch  gun,  are 
badly  decayed  and  should  be  renewed ;  the  drainage  of  the  ditch  re- 
quires attention.  During  the  past  year  the  revetment  of  the  interior 
slope  has  been  renewed  wherever  necessary,  the  old  ruined  traverses 
removed,  and  minor  repairs  made  to  the  work;  the  fort  now  presents  a 
good  appearance. 

In  order  to  preserve  the  site  of  this  work,  upon  which  the  sea  was 
rapidly  encroaching,  a  revetment  of  stone  and  brush  about  one  thousand 
feet  long  was  constructed  where  the  erosion  was  making  the  most  prog-, 
ress ;  its  success  cannot  be  determined  until  the  fall  gales  commence. 

Surveys  have  been  made  of  Sand  Island,  Clatsop  Spit,  and  the  Swash 
Channel,  and  charts  prepared. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 

Appropriation  asked  for  next  fiscal  year $^$0,000  00 

BOARDS   OF   ENGINEERS. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications,  stationed  in  New  York  City^ 
consisting  of  Col.  J.  G.  Barnard,  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower,  and  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G. 
Wright,  and,  for  the  time  being,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  defenses 
under  consideration,  has,  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  been  chiefly  en- 
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gaged  upon  project  of  Beverly  Kennon  for  a  counterpoise  battery :  upon 
question  of  practical  benefits  expected  to  be  realized  from  the  labors  of 
the  board  appointed  to  test  iron,  steel,  and  other  metals ;  upon  question 
whether  the  erection  of  the  proposed  colossal  statue  of  Liberty  within 
main  work  on  Bedloe's  Island,  New  York  Harbor,  will  seriously  inters 
fere  with  the  defense  of  the  position ;  upon  design  of  Herr  Erupp  for 
a  mnzzle  pivoting  gun ;  upon  Lieutenant  Buffner's  translation  of  paper 
on  ''Armored  Turrets;"  upon  question  of  modification  or  amendment  to 
"  Bill  to  provide  for  the  more  thorough  investigation,  by  a  board  of  en- 
gineer officers,  of  accidents  on  railroads." 

Daring  the  year  the  board  has  also  prepared  plans  for  the  modifica- 
tion of  Fort  Clinch,  Fernandina  Harbor,  Florida,  with  estimates  for 
same ;  has  had  under  consideration  the  fortification  of  the  entrance  to 
Portland  Harbor,  Maine,  by  way  of  Hussey's  Sound;  designing  and  pre- 
paring plans  of  batteries  for  the  occupation  of  Cow  Island,  the  north- 
east portion  of  Hog  Island,  also  the  northwest  portion  of  the  same 
island  to  cover  the  anchorage  between  the  island  and  the  main  shore. 
These  plans  are  w^U  advan^. 

The  board  has  also  under  investigation  the  modification  of  exterior 
batteries  at  Fort  Washington,  Maryland,  plans  of  which  are  progressing 
well. 

The  study  of  the  question  of  the  application  of  casemate-shields  to 
Fort  Schuyler,  with  a  view  to  the  eventual  introduction  of  the  largest 
possible  guns  into  these  casemates,  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
board,  as  well  as  the  study  and  investigation  of  the  subject  of  redoubts 
or  keeps  for  the  defense  of  isolated  batteries,  of  which  so  many  have 
been  designed,  at  positions  too  remote  from  forts  to  derive  any  protec- 
tion from  them. 

The  question  of  building  a  large  storage  magazine  in  Fort  Delaware, 
and  proposed  methods  of  giving  security  to  magazines  already  con- 
structed, are  still  under  consideration.  The  defense  of  Sau  Francisco 
Harbor  hy  torpedoes  is  also  under  study. 

TORPEDO   DEFENSE. 

The  report  of  the  board  upon  the  progress  made  in  torpedo  defense, 
in  connection  with  which  Maj.  H.  L.  Abbot,  in  charge  of  the  torpedo 
experiments,  depot  and  school  of  instruction  at  Willets  Point,  is  a  mem- 
ber, is  substantially  as  follows : 

TORPEDO   TRIALS. 

The  trials  designed  to  develop  the  best  system  for  the  torpedo  defense 
of  the  sea-coast  of  the  United  States  have  been  continued  at  Willets 
Point  during  the  past  year,  use  being  made  as  heretofore  of  the  engineer 
troops,  for  their  instruction,  and  to  avoid  the  expense  of  hired  labor. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done: 

Submerged  n'n^.— Sixty-nine  shots  have  been  fired  in  the  submerged 
ring  and  the  indications  of  the  pressure-gauges  carefully  recorded. 
These  investigations  were  directed  to  determining — 

1.  The  effect  of  long  storage  upon  dynamite  supplied  by  the  manufact- 
uring companies.  Samples  received  at  different  dates  during  the  past 
five  years  were  tried  and  found  to  possess  identical  strength  with  that 
newly  made.  Bepeated  freezing  and  thawing  apparently  had  caused  no 
deterioration. 

2.  The  influence  of  variation  in  strength  of  case  upon  work  utilized. 
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As  might  be  foreseen,  there  is  a  striking  difference  in  this  respect  be- 
tween gunpowder  and  dynamite.  With  the  former  the  time  needed  for 
complete  combastion  is  sensible,  and  if  the  case  gives  way  before  the 
barning  is  complete,  loss  necessarily  resalts.  The  latter  detonates  in- 
stantly, and  conseqaently  all  work  expended  in  raptaring  the  case  is 
subtracted  from  that  registered  upon  the  gaages.  A  thin  rubber  bag 
developed  the  maximum  indications,  and  a  stout  wooden  envelope  the 
minimum.    The  latter  was  reduced  to  what  resembled  saw-dust. 

3.  The  effect  of  an  air-ebamber  in  the  case,  with  dynamite.  Within 
the  usual  limits  of  practice,  and  for  a  suitable  head  of  water,  no  loss  of 
power  is  indicated. 

4.  The  comparative  strength,  as  compared  with  dynamite,  of  wet  disk 
and  wet  granulated  gun-cotton,  and  of  Vulcan  powder.  For  subaqueous 
explosions  the  former  is  decidedly  the  stronger. 

5.  To  ascertain  if  an  instrumental  correction  is  required  for  slight 
variations  in  the  length  of  the  hole  leading  to  the  head  of  the  gauge-pin. 
None  proved  to  be  necessary  within  the  limits  of  practice. 

6.  The  effect  of  successive  shots  upon  the  same  lead  cylinders.  Some 
interesting  results,  not  necessary  to  discuss  here,  were  obtained. 

Torpedo  target, — ^In  continuation  of  former  trials,  a  charge  of  200  pounds 
of  dynamite  was  exploded,  by  which  the  target  was  sent  to  the  bottom 
much  shattered  in  bolts  and  braces  and  badly  cracked  in  some  of  the 
plates.  The  blow  was  not  destructive,  and  repairs  have  been  made  in 
preparation  for  a  final  shot,  which  will  be  fired  during  the  present 
summer. 

Torpedo  materieL — The  experiments  to  test,  practically,  the  strength 
and  endurance  of  the  service  patterns  of  torpedo  materiel  have  been 
continued. 

A  cut-off  box  was  left  in  position  for  six  months,  under  a  head  of  80 
feet  of  water,  without  developing  any  tendency  to  leakage  around  the 
insulated  wires. 

The  new  model  spherical  torpedo,  32  inches  in  diameter,  proves  to  be 
quite  uninjured  by  the  explosion  of  100  pounds  of  dynamite  at  a  hori- 
zontal distance  of  50  feet;  the  submergence  being  9  feet  in  21  feet  of 
water. 

For  resisting  the  blows  of  passing  vessels  this  model  has  shown  satis- 
factory endurance;  one  being  struck  eleven  times,  five  blows  being  by 
the  largest  class  of  sound  steamers,  before  beginning  to  leak. 

The  circuit-regulator  set  as  a  closer  is  unaffected  by  the  explosion  of 
100  pounds  of  dynamite  at  a  horizontal  distance  of  50  feet ;  but  as  a 
breaker  it  is  more  sensitive.  This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  no  practical 
importance,  as  the  disconnector  is  a  perfect  protection  against  accidental 
explosions  in  such  cases. 

Against  long  exposure  to  the  corroding  effects  of  sea-water  and  the 
influence  of  tidal  currents  and  waves,  the  material  seems  to  be  well  pro- 
portioned; the  only  part  showing  weakness  after  a  continuous  trial  of 
three  years  in  the  channel  at  Willets  Point  being  the  wire  mooring-rope, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  replace  in  about  eighteen  months. 

Experiments  with  the  electric  light  have  been  continued,  and  are  still 
in  progress.  They  have  included  a  laborious  series  of  battery  measure- 
ments to  determine  the  best  pattern  of  voltaic  cell  for  use  in  service, 
should  that  generator  of  electricity  be  preferred. 

The  multiple  cable  laid  between  Willets  Point  and  Fort  Schuyler  has 
remained  in  working  order,  although  severely  strained  by  an*  anchor  in 
Xovember  last.  The  repeated  injuries  of  this  nature  which  the  cable 
has  received  have  caused  a  bad  fault  in  one  of  the  seven  cores  and 
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moderate  leakage  in  two  of  the  others,  all  of  which  it  ia  proposed  to 
repair  during  the  summer. 

Major  Abbot  is  now  engaged  in  working  out  the  details  of  a  new 
variety  of  self-acting  contact  torpedo,  which  promises  to  possess  impor- 
tant advantages.  Although  the  employment  of  this  class  of  torpedo 
will  be  much  restricted  by  the  necessity  of  providing  for  the  safe  passage 
of  our  own  vessels,  it  is  desirable  to  decide  upon  an  approved  pattern 
for  use  in  possible  contingencies,  and  for  this  reason  the  subject  has 
received  attention. 

RedMction  of  data. — A  large  collection  of  data  has  accumulated  during 
the  series  of  torpedo  trials  since  the  year  1869,  which  it  is  desirable  to 
put  in  form  for  use.  This  work  has  necessarily  been  deferred  partly 
because  of  the  incomplete  state  of  the  investigations  and  partly  because 
the  more  urgent  demand  for  a  torpedo  manual  has  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble for  Major  Abbot  to  give  the  subject  the  necessary  attention. 

During  the  past  year,  however,  the  Hell  Gate  current  data  have  been 
analyzed  sufficiently  to  justify  the  selection  of  suitable  sizes  of  buoyant 
torpedoes  to  correspond  with  the  tidal  currents  and  depths  observed  in 
our  different  harbors. 

The  torpedo  manual  will  consist  of  three  parts,  of  which  the  first  and 
second  are  chiefly  in  type,  while  much  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
third.  It  is  hoped  that  the  final  reduction  of  data  will  be  begun  during 
the  coming  year. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  present  condition  of  our  preparations  for  defending  the  sea-coast 
with  torpedoes  is  briefly  as  follows:  The  several  important  harbors 
have  been  carefully  studied,  and  for  most  of  them  detailed  plans  have 
been  prepared.  Casemates  for  the  reception  of  the  cables  in  a  manner 
to  render  them  secure  against  bombardment,  and  to  safely  operate  the 
system,  have  been  projected  and  several  of  them  constructed.  Consid- 
erable supplies  of  apparatus  and  of  torpedo  insulated  cable  are  accumu- 
lated ttt  the  Willets  Point  depot  ready  for  service.  The  needful  data 
for  increasing  these  supplies  in  a  judicious  and  economical  manner  have 
been  obtained.    The  board  therefore  recommends : 

1.  That  special  appropriations  be  asked  for  to  prepare  the  necessary 
bomb-proof  operating-rooms  and  cable-galleries  for  those  forts  not  al- 
ready provided  with  them. 

2.  That  an  appropriation  of  (100,000  be  asked  for  to  continue  the 
purchase  of  torpedo  materiel  not  easily  to  be  obtained  in  haste,  for  the 
continuation  of  torpedo  trials,  and  for  the  practical  instruction  of  the 
engineer  troops  in  the  details  of  this  service. 

3.  That  the  authorized  number  of  these  troops  (now  only  200)  be  in- 
creased to  520  men,  and  a  provision  inserted  in  the  law  requiring  them 
to  be  thoroughly  trained  in  the  use  of  torpedoes  for  harbor  defense. 
The  Dumber  of  engineer  troops  now  authorized  by  law  is  752,  but  the 
successive  reductions  of  the  Army  have  caused  the  limit  of  200  men  to 
be  prescribed  in  existing  orders.  This  number  is  entirely  insuflicient, 
and  the  board  has  again  placed  on  record  its  opinion  that  though  the 
system  be  perfect,  and  the  supply  of  materiel  ample,  failure  in  time  of 
war  will  be  more  than  probable  unless  this  vitally  important  matter  re- 
ceives attention  in  time  of  peace.  Special  and  long-continued  training 
is  absolutely  essential  to  efficiency  in  this  new  and  exacting  branch  ot 
warfare.  The  duties  of  the  engineer  troops  in  bridge-building  and  mili- 
tary mining  on  land,  and  the  higher  degree  of  intelligence  required  as  a 
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condition  of  their  enlistment,  render  tbem  specially  fitted  for  the  work 
of  torpedo  service ;  and  it  is  believed  that  if  the  matter  were  properly 
understood  any  needful  provisions  would  be  made  by  Congress  as  a 

measure  of  true  economy  and  necessity. 

I 

The  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  Paeijic  coast  during  the  past  fiscal 
year  has  consisted  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  S. 
Stewart,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Williamson,  and  Maj.  George  H.  Mendell, 
with  First  Lieut.  John  H.  Weeden  recorder,  until  his  death,  January 
29, 1877,  and  First  Lieut.  A.  H.  Payson  recorder  from  March  20, 1877, 
to  date. 

During  the  past  year  the  board  has  acted  and  reported  upon  exami- 
nation, projects,  and  estimates  of  cost  for  the  improvement  of  the  lower 
Willamette  and  Columbia  rivers,  Oregon ;  examination  and  report 
upon  the  roadsteads  of  California  and  Oregon,  between  San  Francisco 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  Biver,  with  a  Tiew  to  establishing  a 
breakwater  and  harbor  of  refuge  on  this  coast ;  making  plans  and  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  the  same;  consideration  of  the  encroachments  of 
the  sea  and  of  the  Columbia  River  on  the  shore  of  Point  Adams,  Oregon, 
threatening  the  site  of  Fort  Stevens ;  and  consideration  of  the  repairs 
of  battery  at  Point  San  Jos^,  San  Francisco  Bay. 

BATTALION  OF  ENGIN.EERS  AND  ENGINEER  DEPOTS. 

Battalion  of  Engineers^  commanded  hy  Maj.  Henry  L,  AbhoU  Corps  of 
Engineers^  headquarters  Willets  Pointy  eastern  entrance  to  New  York 
Harbor. 

The  strength  of  the  Battalion  of  Engineers  on  June  30, 1877,  was  four- 
teen commissioned  officers  and  two  hundred  enlisted  men,  the  reduction 
to  this  standard  being  effected  on  the  loth  of  June  by  the  summary 
discharge  of  eighteen  men. 

The  companies  are  stationed  and  commanded  as  follows  :  At  Willets 
Point,  New  York  Harbor,  Company  A,  Capt.  Thomas  H.  Handbury ; 
Company  B,  Capt.  A.  M.  Miller ;  Com])any  C,  Capt.  W.  K.  Livermore ; 
Company  D,  (skeleton  organization,)  First  Lieut.  B.  D.  Greene.  At 
West  Point,  N.  Y.,  Company  E,  Captain  O.  H.  Ernst,  also  instructor 
in  practical  engineering  and  ex-officio  member  of  the  academic  board. 

Detachments  have  served  as  follows:  Department  of  Dakota,  two 
sergeants  and!*  four  privates;  Department  of  the  Missouri,  two  ser- 
geants, one  corporal,  and  two  privates;  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition, 
one  lieutenant,  one  corporal,  and  seven  privates. 

The  battalion  also  furnished  the  guard  during  the  final  operations  at 
the  Hallet's  Point  (Hell  Gate)  explosion.  Three  officers  were  detached 
for  temporary  duty  on  the  survey  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central 
Pacific  Railways. 

Recruiting  has  been  discontinued,  except  in  the  case  of  re-enlistments 
and  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  company  stationed  at  West  Point. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  synopsis  of  the  recruiting  service  and 
of  desertions  from  June  30, 1865,  to  June  30,  1877,  a  period  of  twelve 
years,  beginning  with  the  close  of  the  war. 
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At  AVillets  Point,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  military  duties  of  the 
garrison,  the  troops  have  guarded,  received,  and  issued  the  property  per- 
taining to  the  engineer  depot,  remodeled  a  portion  of  the  bridge-equip- 
age, guarded  and  done  necessary  work  upon  the  permanent  fortifica- 
tion, and  constructed  and  remodeled  certain  post  buildings. 

At  West  Point,  Company  E,  in  addition  to  ordinary  post  duties,  has 
aided  io  the  practical  instruction  of  the  cadets  in  pontoneering,  signaling, 
telegraphy,  and  field  fortification. 

At  both  Willets  Point  and  West  Point,  all  needed  facilities  are  avail- 
able for  the  instruction  of  the  troops  in  the  military  duties  of  their  arm 
of  service,  except  that  at  West  Point  no  torpedo  drills  are  practicable. 
The  commissioned  officers  of  the  battalion  at  Willets  Point  have  also 
special  advantages  in  the  way  of  preparation  for  duty  on  the  public 
works  usually  assigned  to  the  corps. 

The  progress  in  field  fortification,  pontoneering,  and  infantry  tactics 
has  been  all  that  is  practicable  with  the  reduced  number  of  the  battalion 
and  the  pressure  of  other  duties. 

A  modified  course  of  instruction  in  photography  for  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  has  been  commenced.  The  studio  has  been  materi- 
ally improved,  and  the  facilities  for  obtaining  a  thoroughly  practical 
understanding  of  the  different  processes  and  manipulations  involved  in 
photographic  operations  greatly  increased.  The  beneficial  results  of 
these  changes  are  already  couspicious  in  the  increased  interest  taken  in 
the  work  by  the  officers  and  the  very  creditable  character  of  the  work 
recently  produced. 
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Special  importance  has  been  given  to  the  copying  of  maps  for  military 
purposes,  and  daring  the  eusaing  year  it  is  intended  that  the  photo- 
lithographing  of  maps  shall  be  stadied  and  experimented  with. 

In  sabmarine  mining  the  general  system  of  instractions  has  been  con- 
tinued with  satisfactory  results. 

As  heretofore,  much  work  has  been  done  by  the  men  in  carrying  out 
the  torpedo-trials  now  being  made. 

The  following  recommendation  made  in  my  last  annual  report  is  re- 
newed and  respectfully  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
War: 

"  In  our  service,  as  in  that  of  Great  Britain  and  other  nations,  the 
duty  of  devising  and  perfecting  a  system  of  torpedo-defense,  to  be  used 
in  combination  with  the  forts,  and  of  practically  applying  it  in  case  of 
war,  has  been  assigned  to  the  engineer  troops.  The  legal  organization 
of  the  battalion  (752  enlisted  men)  is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  reasonable 
expectation  that,  with  the  needful  material  in  store,  this  highly  impor- 
tant duty  will  be  satisfactorily  performed.  Under  existing  orders,  issued 
at  the  recent  reduction  of  the  Army,  the  force  authorized  to  be  kept  in 
service  is  fixed  at  200  men ;  a  number  quite  insufficient  to  afford  any 
proper  grounds  for  believing  that  even  our  more  important  se^-ports 
could  be  properly  protected  by  torpedoes  in  time  to  prevent  their  destruc- 
tion. Every  eftbrt  is  now  making  to  thoroughly  prepare  the  men  for 
these  duties,  which  involve  long  training  and  higher  intelligence  than  it 
is  common  to  find  in  the  ranks.  Individual  records  are  kept,  showing 
the  qualifications  of  each  man,  as  determined  by  his  instructors  from  his 
regular  drills  and  exercises.  But  still  the  fact  remains  that  the  force  is 
too  small  to  perform  the  responsible  duties  assigned  to  it,  and  I  there- 
fore feel  it  my  duty  to  urge  that  the  organization  may  be  recruited  to 
520  men,  the  number  judged  to  be  the  minimum  consistent  with  a  reason- 
able state  of  preparation  for  unexpected  hostilities.  This  number  is  but 
little  more  than  two- thirds  of  the  maximum  fixed  by  law,  and  no  increase 
in  the  legal  organization  is  therefore  needed." 

In  this  connection  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Battalion  of 
Engineers,  while  ordinarily  engaged  on  its  separate  and  special  duties,  is, 
in  time  of  emergency,  such  as  occurred  during  the  late  riots,  available 
as  infantry  of  the  line.  When  so  called  upon,  its  discipline  and  general 
efficiency  has  merited  and  received  the  highest  commendation. 

Engineer  post  and  depot  at  Willets  Pointy  New  Yoric  Harbor^  com- 
manded  by  Maj.  Henry  L.  Abbot^  Corps  of  Engineers, — Willets  Point  is 
the  principal  engineer-depot  of  the  Army,  where  are  stored  the  field- 
trains,  the  tools,  the  torpedo  material,  and  the  surveying  and  astronom- 
ical instruments  used  by  the  corps.  The  property  is  cared  for,  guarded, 
and  issued  by  the  engineer  troops. 

The  post  has  become  a  useful  school  of  application  for  officers  and  men, 
where  the  duties  of  the  torpedo  service,  military-bridge  making,  field- 
fortification,  military  reconnaissance,  field- photography,  &c.,  are  taught. 
The  officers  are  also  furnished  with  the  necessary  facilities  for  perfect- 
ing themselves  in  the  use  of  the  instruments  employed  upon  every 
variety  of  work  assigned  to  the  corps. 

The  buildings  of  the  establishment  are  essentially  completed,  and  the 
only  appropriations  requested  are  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  engineer 
materials  to  be  used  for  the  instruction  of  the  troops,  and  $4,000  for 
contingent  expenses,  such  as  remodeling  ponton-trains,  repairing  instru- 
ments, purchasing  fuel,  forage,  stationery,  chemicals,  extra-duty  pay  for 
soldiers  engaged  in  special  skilled  labor,  such  as  wheelwright-work, 
printing  and  binding  engineer  documents,  photographing  and  litho- 
graphing plans,  &c.,  and  ^r  needful  repairs  of  buildings. 
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Eatimate  of  funds  requiredfor  Batfalian  of  Engineers  and  engineer  depot  at  Willeie  Point, 
New  York,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June/30, 1879. 

For  purchase  of  engineer  materials  to  continae  the  present  coarse  of  instmc- 
tion  of  the  battalion  in  field-engineering $1,000  00 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  depot,  such  as  remodeling  ponton-trains, 
repairing  instruments,  purchasing  fuel,  forage,  stationery ,  chemicals,  extra- 
duty  pay  for  soldiers  engaj^ed  in  special  skilled  |labor,  snoh  as  wheel- 
wright-work, printing,  binding,  photographing  and  lithographiogiengineer 
documents,  &o 4,000  00 

Total V 5,000  00 

RIVER    AND    HARBOR    IMPROVEMENT. 

The  fandd  with  which  the  works  for  the  improvement  of  navigation  in 
rivers  and  harbors  have  been  prosecated  dnring  the  past  fiscal  year 
have  been  derived  from  the  balances  of  the  appropriations  of  Maroh  3, 
1875y  and  of  previous  dates,  together  with  sncb  portions  of  the  appro- 
priation of  August  14, 1876,  as  were  from  time  to  time  made  available. 

In  the  last  annual  report  from  this  office  a  tabulated  statement  was 
made  of  the  amounts  allotted  to  the  works  of  improvement  from  the 
several  specific  appropriations  contained  in  the  act  of  August  14, 1870* 

Subsequent  to  that  report  several  allotments  were  made  at  different 
dates  until  April  28, 1877,  when,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
all  the  remaining  balances  of  unallotted  appropriations  of  that  act, 
amounting  to  $1,124,100,  were  made  available,  and  active  operations 
were  resumed  at  all  the  works  thus  provided  for,  and  satisfactory  pro- 
gress  has  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year. 

A  brief  statement  is  given  below  setting  forth  the  condition  of  each 
improvement,  the  extent  of  work  performed  during  the  year,  amount  of 
money  expentled,  and  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  completion, 
together  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  The  reports  of  the  officers  in 
charge  of  the  various  improvements  will  be  found  in  the  appendix,  and 
to  these  reports  special  reference  should  be  made  whenever  detailed  in- 
formation is  desired  concerning  the  progress  and  condition  of  each  indi- 
vidual work. 

With  the*  view  to  a  compliance  with  the  third  section  of  the  river  and 
harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876,  which  requires  a  report  to  Congress  of 
all  the  instances  in  which  structures  built  by  the  United  States  in  aid 
of  commerce  or  navigation  are  used,  occupied,  or  injured  by  corpora- 
tions or  individuals,  the  extent  of  such  injury  and  the  facts  touching 
the  same,  and  also  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  protect  public  works 
against  trespass  or  injury  thereto,  officers  of  engineers  and  agents  in 
charge  of  public  works  were  instructed  to  report  all  such  iustances 
within  their  knowledge,  and  their  views  as  to  the  legislation  which 
would  best  prevent  the  evils  in  question.  Their  replies  were  embodied 
in  a  letter  from  this  office  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  January  13, 1877, 
including  the  form  of  an  act  intended  to  cover  all  cases  likely  to  arise, 
and  was  sent  from  the  War  Department  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives January  17, 1877.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  communication  was 
printed  or  that  any  action  was  taken  upon  it  by  that  body.  It  will  be 
found  in  Appendix  W  3. 
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ATLANTIC     COAST. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS   IN   THE  STATES  OF  MAINE, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  AND  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  George  Thorn,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Saint  Croix  Jtiver^  above  the  ^^Ledge^J^  Maine. — ^This  river  throughout 
its  whole  extent  forms  a  part  of  the  international  boundary  between 
Maine  and  New  Brunswick.  A  survey  of  it  was  made  in  1873,  under 
the  direction  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thorn,  from  the  "  Ledge "  up  to  the  toll- 
bridge  between  Calais  and  Saint  Stephens,  the  head  of  navigation,  a 
distance  of  about  5  miles,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  river.  The  channel  of  the  river  was  found  to  be  much  ob- 
structed by  shoals,  caused  by  the  deposit  of  slabs,  edgings,  and  saw- 
dust thrown  into  the  river  from  the  saw-mills  above,  then  estimated  at 
not  less  than  1,000,000  cubic  yards.  To  open  a  channel  of  practicable 
width  and  depth  through  these  shoals  (say  200  feet  in  width  and  9  feet 
in  depth  at  mean  low-water,  and  29  feet  at  mean  high-water)  it  is  esti- 
mated would  require  the  excavation  of  235,000  cubic  yards  of  "  mill- 
waste,"  at  a  probable  cost  of  $150,000. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river,  to  wit : 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1867 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  Jane  23, 1874 10,000  00 

Total 35,000  00 

(  The  act  of  March  2, 18G7,  contained  the  proviso  that — 

H  The  province  of  New  Brunswick  contribute  and  pay  to  the  proper  disbursing  ofiScer 
a  like  sum  for  said  purpose,  said  payment  being  made  on  condition  that  in  no  event 
shall  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  be  called  upon  for  more  than  half  the  sum 
actually  expended  for  said  purpose. 

In  1873,  the  Dominion  of  Canada  appropriated  the  sum  of  $25,000  for 
the  improvement  of  this  river;  but  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the 
obstructions  to  its  navigation  have  been  caused  by  the  deposit  of  the 
^^  waste  ^  from  the  saw-mills  above,  and  that  no  law  is  in  force  for  pre- 
venting the  continuation  of  this  practice,  the  department  of  public 
works  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  declined  to  authorize  the  expenditure 
of  the  appropriation  until  satisfied  that  this  practice  is  permanently  dis- 
continued. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $34,185  58 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 185  58 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 34,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 40, 000  00 

(See  Appfendix  A  1.) 

2.  MacMas  Biverj  Maine. — The  following  appropriations  have  been 
made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  viz : 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 |12,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 10,000  00 

Total 32,000  00 

All  the  work  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  com- 
pleted in  November,  1876,  and  all  the  appropriations  made  therefor,  as 
above,  have  been  expended.    These  improvements  consist  of  the    re- 
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moval  of  a  very  large  and  dangerous  ledge  (known  as  Middle  Eock) 
which  seriously  obstructed  the  channel  of  the  wharves  at  Machias,  and 
in  the  excavation  of  the  several  shoals  of  slabs,  edgings,  &c.,  below,  so 
as  to  obtain  a  channel  6  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-water  (or  19.3  feet 
at  ordinary  high* water)  for  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet  from  deep- 
wat^r  near  East  Machias  bridge  up  to  the  wharves  at  Machias,  a  dis- 
tance of  3  miles.  This  work  has  required  1,350  cubic  yards  of  rock-exca- 
vation and  33,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging. 

As  the  shoals  in  this  river  have  been  caused  chiefly  by  the  slabs,  edg- 
ings, and  sawdust  from  the  saw-mills  at  and  above  Machias  Falls,  they 
will,  of  course,  continue  to  form,  so  long  as  the  mills  shall  be  permitted, 
as  at  present,  to  throw  their  "  waste"  into  the  river  j  so  that  the  im- 
provements now  made  will  probably  be  but  tempor£try« 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  ftTailable $9,3^  50 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,350  50 

(See  Appendix  A  2.) 

3.  Penobscot  River,  Maine. — ^The  work  originally  proj^ected  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river  consisted — 

A.  In  the  enlargement  and  straightening  of  its  channel  through  the 
several  bars  and  shoals  at  and  near  Bangor,  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  not 
less  than  200  feet,  and  a  depth  not  less  than  11  feet  at  low  tide  (or  24  feet 
at  high  tide)  in  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river,  giving  about  14  feet  at 
low  tide  in  its  ordinary  stages. 

B.  In  breaking  up  and  removing  all  the  sunken  rocks  in  the  harbor 
of  Bangor  down  to  the  level  of  the  general  bed  of  the  river  near  them, 
so  as  to  have  not  less  than  7  feet  of  water  over  them  in  the  lowest  stages 
of  the  river,  except  '*  Green's  Pier  Ledge,''  so  called,  which  now  has  about 
5  feet  of  water  over  it  in  those  stages,  or  8  feet  at  low  tide  in  its  ordi- 
nary stages. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  (July  1, 1876,)  the  projected  im- 
provement of  all  the  bars  and  shoals  had  been  completed  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  channel  through  the  Middle  Ground  at  Bangor;  and  all 
the  sunken  rocks  had  been  broken  up  and  removed  to  the  extent  pro- 
jected, T^ith  the  exception  of  Green's  Pier  Ledge,  and  some  others  dis- 
covered in  October,  1875,  in  and  near  the  Middle  Ground  Channel ;  con- 
tracts had  also  been  made  for  completing  all  the  dredging  on  the  Mid- 
dle Ground,  and  for  completing  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier  and  Green's 
Pier  Ledge,  under  which  considerable  progress  had  then  been  made. 

During  the  past  year  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier  and  the  ledge  has 
been  completed,  and  a  contract  has  been  made  for  breaking  up  and  re- 
moving a  portion  of  the  sunken  ledge  in  the  Middle  Ground  Channel, 
the  same  to  be  completed  before  the  close  of  the  present  season.  The 
excavation  of  the  Middle  Ground  Channel  by  dredging  is  now  about 
four-fifths  completed,  with  a  probability  of  its  being  entirely  so  before 
the  close  of  the  present  season. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  to 
be  expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  at  and  near  Bucksport 
Narrows,  (18  miles  below  Bangor,)  a  survey  was  made  to  ascertain  the 
object  of  the  appropriation,  which  resulted  in  a  project  for  the  improve- 
ment of  its  navigation  by  the  removal  of  the  Middle  Ground  in  front  of 
the  wharves  at  Bucksport  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or 
22.3  feet  at  ordinary  high-water.  A  contract  was  made  for  this  work 
at  12J  cents  per  cubic  yard,  and  it  was  completed  on  the  2l8t  of  Octo- 
ber, 1875,  by  61,910  cubic  yards  of  dredging. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $4,000  made  by  act  of  August  14, 1876, 
3  E 
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for  the  farther  improvement  of  Bucksport  Harbor,  a  contract  has  been 
made  for  completing  the  dredging  on  the  Middle  Ground  during  the 
present  season,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard,  so  that  no  further  appro- 
priation will  be  required  for  improving  the  river  at  Bucksport. 

For  completing  the  removal  of  the  sunken  ledges  in  and  near  the 
Middle  Ground  Channel  at  Bangor,  as  projected,  the  additional  sum  of 
$6,000  will  be  required. 

The  ofBcer  in  charge  of  this  work  states  that  the  throwing  of  saw- 
dust into  this  river  is  still  continued  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  to  the 
serious  detriment  of  its  navigation.  In  view  of  this,  and  of  the  fact 
that  several  other  navigable  rivers  in  his  district,  now  being  improved 
by  the  United  Stateg  Government,  are  also  being  injured  by  the  throw- 
ing in  of  slabs,  edgings,  and  sawdust,  by  building  of  piers  and  bridge- 
draws  in  improper  places,  and  otherwise,  he  suggests  the  passage  of 
some  general  law  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  all  navigable 
waters  under  the  control  of  the  United  States  Government,  for  the  im- 
provement of  which  Congress  has  already  or  may  hereafter  make  ap- 
propriations. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $45,044  28 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10,000  00 

$55,044  28 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 31, 834  98 

July  1,  1877,  outsteudiug  liabilities 925  00 

32,759  98 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 22,284  30 

Amount  (estimated)  required  f or  completfon  of  existing  project 6,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.        6  000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  3.) 

4.  Belfast  Harbor ^  Maine. — A  survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  July 
and  August,  J875,  in  compliance  with  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  March 
3,  1875,  by  which  it  was  ascertained  that  to  so  improve  it  as  to  afford  a 
safe  anchorage  for  shipping  in  all  storms  and  have  a  suitable  depth  for 
the  several  steamers  and  other  vessels  that  touch  and  lie  there,  in  all 
stages  of  the  tide,  would  require  a  breakwater  and  other  works,  the  cost 
of  which,  as  estimated  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  same,  is  $347,000. 

The  small  amount  (viz,  $5,()()0)  appropriated  for  this  harbor  by  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14,  1876,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable 
to  apply  to  the  partial  removal  of  the  sunken  ledge  abreast  Lane's  wharf, 
for  which  a  contract  has  been  made,  the  work  to  be  completed  the  pres- 
ent season.  For  completfng  the  removal  of  this  ledge  and  the  shoals 
below  to  the  projected  depth  will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of 
$30,000,  which  can  be  profitably  expended  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $5,000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,991  00 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ;W2,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  4.) 

5.  Kennebec  River j  Maine. — All  the  work  projected  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  removal  of 
Dry  Rock,  situated  in  the  l^arrows,  about  IJ  miles  btlow  Richmond. 
From  Richmond  up  to  Gardiner,  a  distance  of  11  miles,  the  channel  has 
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been  made  safe  and  navigable  for  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet  and 
for  a  depth  of  10  feet  at  low  tide  (or  15^  feet  at  high  tide)  in  its  lowest 
snmmer  stages;  and  from  GardinertoAugu8ta,a  distance  of  7  miles  more, 
it  has  also  been  improved  for  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet,  so  as  to 
have  not  less  than  6 J  feet  at  low  tide  (or  11 J  feet  at  high  tide)  in  the  low* 
est  summer  stages  of  the  river. 

Under  a  contract  made  May  6, 1876,  for  the  removal  of  Dry  Rock  to 
a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  operations  have  been  carried  on 
daring  the  past  fiscal  year  resulting  in  the  removal  to  date  of  about 
1,230  cubic  yards  of  the  rock.  This  work  will  probably  be  completed 
before  the  close  of  the  present  season,  the  funds  available  being  sufficient 
for  the  purpose. 

Jnly  1,  1»76,  amonnt  available $27,815  33 

Jaly  1,  1877.  amount  expended  diiriDg  fiscal  year $11, 125  77 

July  1,  ia77,  outstandiDg  liabilities 7,200  00 

18,325  77 

Jaly  If  1877,  amount  available 9,489  56 

(See  Appendix  A  6.) 

6.  Portland  Harbor^  Maine, — All  the  work  projected  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
dredging  in  front  of  the  harbor-commissioner's  line  above  Merrill's 
wharf  5  but  this  work  will  be  done  only  on  condition  that  the  several 
wharves  above  Merrill's  wharf  will  be  removed,  so  far  as  they  extend 
beyond  the  harbor-line.  The  funds  now  available  are  sufficient  for  this, 
purpose. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  an  accurate  triangulation  and  survey,  much 
needed,  has  been  made  of  the  wharves  and  harbor-lines;  also  a  survey 
of  the  uarbor  in  front  of  them,  to  ascertain  what,  if  any,  changes  have 
taken  place  since  it  was  dredged  two  years  ago. 

Jnly  1,  1876,  amount  available ^^44,568  98 

Jaly  1, 1W77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,6.38  88 

Jaly  1,  1877,  amount  available 42,930  10 

(See  Appendix  A  6.) 

7.  Richmond's  Islund^  Maine. — The  improvement  projected  for  this 
place  consists  in  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  by  means  of  a  rubble-stoue 
breakwater,  to  connect  the  island  with  main-land.  The  length  of  the 
proposed  breakwater  is  about  2,000  feet,  with  an  average  thickness  of 
25  to  30  feet,  and  a  height  of  4  feet  above  ordinary  high-water.  During 
the  past  fiscal  year  work  has  been  suspended  for  want  of  funds.  To 
complete  it  in  accordance  with  the  original  estimate,  10,000  tons  more 
of  stone  will  be  needed,  for  which  an  appropriation  of  $16,000  will  be 
required. 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $15,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisc&l  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  7.) 

•  8.  Kennebunk  River y  Maine. — The  work  hitherto  done  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  consists  in  the  extension  and  repair  of  the  two  stone 
piers  at  its  mouth,  and  the  repair  of  the  United  States  Government 
wharf,  a  short  distance  above  fts  mouth. 

For  the  entire  completion  of  all  the  improvements  necessary  for  this 
river,  there  remains  only  the  deepening  of  the  channel  at  the  Wading 
Place  and  at  Mitchell's  Point,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $5,000,  for 
which  an  appropriation  wa«  made  by  the  rtver  and  harbor  act,  ap- 
proved August  14, 1876.    A  contract  has  been  made  for  completing  this 
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work  before  the  close  of  the  present  season.     "So  farther  appropriation 
will  therefore  be  required. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 , $5, 000  00 

July  ly  1877,  amount  expended  dnriug  fiscal  year 8  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available : 4,992  00 

(See  Appendix  A  8.) 

9.  Cocheco  Eiver^  New  Hampshire. — The  improvement  projected  for 
this  river  consists  in  making  a  channel  not  less  than  40  feet  in  width 
and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low- water  (or  10.8  feet  at  mean  high-water) 
from  the  Lower  Narrows  up  to  the  Packet  Landing. 

The  several  appropriations  made  from  March  3,  1871,  to  March  3, 
1876,  for  this  river  have  been  applied  to  the  following  improvements, 
viz: 

A.  The  excavation  and  removal  of  abont  400  cubic  yards  of  ledge  at 
the  Lower  Narrows,  and  of  numerous  sunken  rocks  which  obstructed 
the  channel  between  the  Lower  and  Upper  Narrows,  (including  Watson's 
Bocks,)  as  well  as  some  rocks  below  the  Lower  Narrows. 

B.  Opening  a  channel  through  the  ledge  at  the  Upper  Narrows  for  a 
length  of  430  feet  and  for  a  width  of  40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

C.  Opening  a  channel  through  the  ledge  in  front  of  Collinses  wharf 
(above  the  Upper  Narrows)  for  a  length  of  260  feet  and  for  a  width  of 
40  feet  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

D.  Excavating  (by  dredging)  a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep 
at  mean  low-water  from  Gulf  Shoal  up  to  Packet  Landing,  a  distance  of 
abont  half  a  mile. 

The  work  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year  has  been  applied  to  the 
removal  of  sunken  bowlders  and  ledges  in  and  near  the  Lower  Narrows, 
and  at  Tricke^'s  Shoal  and  Clement  Point  Shoal.  A  contract  has  also 
been  made  for  completing  all  the  projected  dredging. 

The  work  that  now  remains  to  be  done  for  completing  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  as  now  projected  consists  in  the  completion  of  the 
channel  by  dredging  near  Packet  Landing,  and,  where  necessary,  at  the 
shoals  below,  for  which  contracts  have  been  made,  the  removal  of 
sunken  ledges  and  bowlders  still  necessary  at  and  near  the  Lower  Nar- 
rows and  at  Dover  Point,  and  in  excavating  a  channel  through  the 
ledge  at  Gulf  Shoal,  to  eftect  which  will,  as  estimated,  require  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $11,000. 

July  1,  1870,  amount  available $2,881  56 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 14,000  00 

816,881  56 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,046  26 

July  I,  ld77,  outstanding  liabilities 607  22 

5,653  48 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 11,228  08 

Amount  (estimnted)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11,  000  00 

Amount  that  can  lie  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1679.       11, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  9.) 

10.  Merrimac  River,  Massachusetts. — All  the  work  projected  for  im- 
proving the  falls  of  this  river  above  Haverhill,  Mass.,  has  been  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  now  deemed  necessary.  Newburyport  Harbor,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  has  also  been  improved  by  the  removal  of  South 
GnngewHy  Kock  an4i  of  a  wrecked  schooner;  and  some  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  removal  of  North  Gangeway  Rock. 
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pJJBetween  Newburyport  and  Haverhill  the  river  has  been  improved  by 
deepening  the  shoals  and  the  removal  of  uumeroas  bowlders  which  ob- 
structed the  channel  above  and  below  Bock's  Bridge,  including  Petty 
Bock  below  and  Little  Carrier  Bock  above  the  bridge.  This  work  has 
all  been  completed  except  the  removal  of  numerous  sunken  bowlders 
from  the  channel  near  Silby's  Island,  for  which  the  funds  now  available 
are  sufiiicient. 

For  completing  all  the  work  now  projected  for  the  improvement  ot 
Kewburyport  Harbor  the  additional  sum  of  $25,000  will  be  required. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $10,460  54 

Jaly  1, 1877,  aiuouQt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 9, 209  44 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 1,251  10 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  10.) 

11,,  Salem  Harbor,  Ma^ssachmetts. — The  work  projected  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor  consisted  in  the  excavation,  by  dredging,  of  a 
channel  1,730  feet  long  and  300  feet  wide  to  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean 
low-water  (or  17.3  feet  at  mean  high-water)  from  deep  water  to  the  en- 
trance of  Soath  Eiver;  and  for  the  building  of  a  sea-wall  and  break- 
water for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  Long  Point. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873,  this  channel  was  opened 
for  a  width  of  aboat  160  feet,  and  under  that  of  June  23,  1874,  it  was 
<K>mpleted  to  the  projected  width  of  300  feet. 

For  reasons  stated  by  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  this  harbor, 
the  sea-wall  and  breakwater  projected  for  the  protection  and  preserva- 
tion of  Long  Point  are  no  longer  deemed  necessary,  so  that  no  further 
appropriation  is  now  asked  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor. 

(See  Appendix  A  11.) 

12.  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — ^The  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  present  condition  of  the  several  works  completed,  projected,  and  in 
progress  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  and  the  progress  made 
upon  them  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  viz  : 

A.  Seawall  on  Point  Allerton. — ^This  wall  was  completed  in  May,  1874, 
together  with  a  riprap  apron- work  for  the  protection  of  its  foundation. 
Its  total  length  is  1,202  feet.  It  is  now  in  excellent  condition  in  every 
respect,  and  fully  answers  the  purpose  intended. 

B.  Sea-wall  on  Oreat  Brewster  Island. — This  wall  is  2,840  feet  in  length, 
and  was  built  for  the  protection  of  the  north  and  south  heads  of  that 
island,  having  been  completed  in  1870.  It  is  in  good  condition  and 
requires  but  few  repairs. 

C.  Seorwalls  on  LovelVs  Island. — ^The  two  sea-walls  on  this  island  were 
built  by  the  United  States  Government,  one  in  1843  for  the  protection 
of  its  north  head,  and  the  other  in  1867-'68  for  the  protection  of  its 
southeast  bluff,  for  a  length  of  about  800  feet.  For  the  protection  of 
the  shore-line  next  south  of  the  north-head  wall,  and  next  south  of  the 
southeastern  wall,  apron-work  and  jetties  of  rubble-stone  were  added  in 
1873.  The  wall  on  the  southeast  bluii'  has  been  much  damaged  by  re- 
cent storms,  and  it  is  recommended  that  its  height  be  increased  4  feet 
by  adding  two  more  courses,  and  that  it  be  otherwise  repaired,  at  a 
probable  cost  of  $15,000.  The  other  wall  and  apron-work  are  now  in 
good  condition,  requiring  no  repairs,  and  fully  answer  the  purposes 
intended. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


38  BEPOBT   OF   THE   CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

D.  Sea-wall  oti  Gallop's  Island, — This  wall  was  commenced  in  186^ 
and  completed  in  September,  1871.  It  is  1,785^  feet  in  length,  and  has 
its  foundation  protected  for  neai'ly  its  whole  extent  by  a  riprap  apron- 
work  and  stone  jetties,  which  were  added  in  1873-74.  This  work  is  in 
good  condition  and  fully  answers,  in  every  respect,  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  intended. 

E.  Sea-wall  on  the  north  head  of  Long  Island. — This  wall  was  com- 
menced in  1870  and  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  1874,  to  a  total 
length  of  2,081^  feet.  For  the  protection  of  its  concrete  foundation,  a 
riprap  apron,  with  jetties,  has  been  built  on  those  parts  where  most 
exposed  to  injury  by  storms  and  currents,  having  been  completed  early 
in  August,  1874.  This  work^is  in  goo^  condition,  requiring  no  repairs, 
and  fully  answers  the  purpose  intended. 

F.  Sea-walls  on  Beer  Island. — The  three  sea-walls  on  this  island  were 
built  about  thirty-five  years  ago  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of 
the  north,  middle,  and  south  heads,  and  were,  respectively,  1,740,  840, 
and  380  feet  in  length.  The  injury  which  these  walls  had  sustained 
from  the  violence  of  the  storms  was  such  as  to  necessitate  the  rebuild- 
ing of  them  to  a  great  extent.  This  was  commenced  in  1865  and  com- 
pleted in  1869. 

G.  Straightening^  widening^  and  deepening  the  main  ship-channel  at  the 
west  end  of  Great  Brewster  spit — This  work  consisted  in  the  removal,  by 
dredging,  of  the  southern  portion  of  this  spit,  so  as  to  give  to  the  chan- 
nel a  width  of  600  feet  for  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water.  Under 
a  contract  made  in  September,  1874,  the  dredging,  which  was  com- 
menced in  October,  1874,  was  completed  in  August,  1875.  During 
these  operations  a  ledge  was  laid  bare,  of  which  95^  cubic  yards  have 
since  been  broken  up  and  removed  to  the  required  depth  of  23  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

H.  Straightening^  widening^  and  deepening  the  main  ship-channel  at  the 
southeast  ayid  southwest  points  of  LovelVs  Island. — This  improvement  con- 
sists in  widening  the  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  600  feet  for  a 
depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made  m 
September,  1874,  for  the  dredging  at  the  southeast  point  of  this  island. 
Work  under  this  contract  was  commenced  in  October,  1874,  and  was 
completed  in  September,  1875. 

For  completing  the  improvement  at  and  near  the  southwest  point  of 
this  island  about  40,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  will  be  required,  for 
which  a  contract  has  been  made,  the  same  to  be  completed  during  the 
present  season. 

I.  Straightening^  widening^  and  de^ening  the  main  shipdiannel  at  the 
upper  middle  bar. — The  improvement  projected  for  this  bar  consists  iu 
excavating  a  channel  for  about  4,000  feet  in  length  to  a  width  of  600 
feet  and  for  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water,  the  mean  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  being  10  feet.  Dredging  operations  were  commenced  on 
the  bar  in  1870,  and  were  continued,  with  inticrvals  of  suspension  for 
want  of  funds,  up  to  the  16th  of  November,  1876,  when  they  were  finally 
completed  by  a  total  of  266,794  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  of  which  amount 
64,136  cubic  yards  have  been  done  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  In  these 
dredging  operations  a  sunken  ledge  was  uncovered,  containing  about 
80  cubic  yards  above  grade.  A  contract  has  recently  been  made  for  its^ 
removal  to  grade,  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  Ist  of  July,  1878. 

J.  Removal  of  Noshes  Bock,  (Shoal) — ^This  shoal  lies  in  the  entrance 
to  Boston  Harbor,  about  one-third  of  the  way  over  from  Brewster's  Spit 
to  Point  Allerton.    By  a  survey  made  in  1873,  under  the  direction  of 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


EEPOET   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENQINEEBS.  39 

the  engineer  officer  now  iu  charge,  it  was  ascertained  that  this  shoal 
(previously  known  as  Nash's  Rock)  is  covered  with  bowlders,  shingle, 
gravel,  &c.,  and  has  an  area  of  about  640  superficial  yards  with  less 
than  21  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  and  an  are^*  of  about  9 
acres  with  less  than  23  feet  of  water  over  it.  The  improvement  here 
projected  consists  in  its  removal  to  a  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
which  under  a  contract  made  May  19,  1875,  was  about  half  completed 
in  September,  1876.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  its  entire  com- 
pletion during  the  present  season. 

K.  Removal  of  Kelly's  Rock. — ^This  rock  lies  in  the  main  ship-channel, 
distant  about  700  yards,  in  a  direction  southeast  by  south  from  Bug 
light,  (at  "the  Narrows,")  and  in  the  line  of  entrance  biioy  No.  1  and  Bug 
light,  and  has  always  been  a  very  dangerous  obstruction  to  navigation. 

In  1869  work  was  com  nenced  upon  the  removal  of  this  ledge  to  the 
depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  was  continued  up  to  the  end  of 
1870,  leaving,  as  shown  by  surveys  since  made,  a  large  area  not  having 
the  required  depth. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1875,  a  contract  was  made  May 
14, 1875,  for  completing  the  removal  of  this  rock.  Work  was  com- 
menced under  this  contract  in  the  latter  part  of  May,  and  was  satisfac- 
torily completed  in  September,  1875.  During  these  operations  of  1875 
new  ledges  were  discovered  iu  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Rock,  above  and 
below  it,  having  on  the  sboalest  part  a  depth  of  20  to  21  feet  at  mean 
low-water.  To  reduce  them  to  the  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  meaa 
low-water  will  require  189  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  for  which  a  con- 
tract has  recently  been  made,  at  $50  per  cubic  yard ;  the  work  to  be 
completed  on  or  before  the  1st  of  July,  1878.  Operations  have  been 
commenced  under  this  contract. 

L.  Removal  of  Tower  Rock. — This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship- 
channel  at  "  the  Narrows,''  about  100  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great 
Brewster  Spit  light.  It  was  blasted  out  and  removed  iu  1867  to  the 
projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

M.  Removal  of  Cor  win  Rock. — This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship- 
channel  at  "  the  Narrows,"  about  200  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great 
Brewster  Spit  light.  It  was  blasted  out  and  removed  in  the  years  1868 
and  1869  to  the  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

N.  Removal  of  sunken  ledge  between  OeorgtPs  Island  and  Oreat  Brewster 
Spit. — ^This  ledge  was  discovered  m  September,  1872,  in  a  resurvey  of 
^Hhe  Narrows,"  made  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  officer  now  in 
charge.  It  was  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  main  ship-channel,  dis- 
tant about  317  yards,  in  a  direction  west  by  south  from  Bug  light.  It 
had  bat  18.9  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  and  was  conse- 
quently a  dangerous  obstruction  to  navigation  for  the  European  steam- 
ers and  other  large  vessels. 

Under  a  contract  made  August  31, 1874,  the  removal  of  this  ledge 
was  completed  in  September,  1874,  to  the  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at 
mean  low-water. 

O.  Eetnoval  of  Barrel  Rock  in  Broad  Sound. — This  was  a  bowlder,  lying 
about  one  mile  north  of  west  from  Green  Island  and  near  the  sailing 
line  of  the  Portland  and  other  Maine  steamers.  It  had  only  4  feet  of 
water  over  it  at  low  tide,  and  in  thick  weather  was  a  dangerous  obstacle 
to  navigation.    It  was  removed  in  1869. 

P.  JE^noval  of  State  and  Palmyra  Rocks. — By  a  survey  made  in  1873, 
under  the  direction  of  the  engineer  officer  now  in  charge,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  these  dangerous  rocks,  the  position  and  character  of  which 
had  previously  been  but  little  known,  consisted  of  bowlders  and  ledges, 
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lying  ou  the  southern  spurs  of  the  "Lower  Middle,"  which  ocean- 
steamers  and  other  large  vessels  had  occasionally  struck. 

Under  a  contract  made  August  31, 1874,  for  the  removal  of  these 
sunken  rocks,  work  was  commenced  upon  them  in  September,  1874,  and 
on  the  15th  of  June,  1875,  their  removal  was  completed. 

Q.  Removal  of  wreck  of  schooner  Delos. — This  vessel  was  sunk  in  1872 
in  Nantasket  Eoads,  about  100  yards  from  Fort  Warren  wharf,  in  about 
22  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water,  and  was  broken  up  and  removed  in 
May  and  June,  1873. 

K.  Improvement  of  Hingham  Harbor^  Massachusetts. — In  the  appropri- 
ation for  Boston  Harbor,  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  provision  was 
made  for  the  improvement  of  Hi<ugham  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  to  an 
extent  not  exceeding  in  cost  $10,000. 

The  project  for  its  improvement  consisted  in  widening  and  deepening 
the  main  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet  and  4 
depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water  (or  about  6  feet  at  low- water  in  spring- 
tides) up  to  the  wharves  of  Hingham,  requiring  26,160  cubic  yards  of 
dredging  and  80  cubic  yards  of  ledge- excavation.  This  work  has  been 
completed. 

From  the  report  of  the  engineer  pfficer  in  charge,  it  is  seen  that  nearly 
all  the  works  hitherto  projected  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor 
have  been  completed,  and  the  following  only  remain  to  be  completed, 
viz : 

1.  About  40,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  at  and  near  the  southwest 
point  of  LovelFs  Island,  in  order  to  obtain  the  contemplated  width  and 
depth  of  channel,  for  which  a  contract  has  been  made. 

2.  The  removal  of  about  189  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledges,  discovered 
in  1875,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Eock,  and  about  80  cubic  yards  of 
ledge  at  the  Upper  Middle,  for  which  contracts  have  beenr  made. 

3.  Oonapleting  the  removal  of  Nash's  Rock,  (Shoal,)  arrangements 
having  been  made  for  doing  it  the  present  season. 

4.  The  removal  of  Man-of-War  Shoal,  in  the  upper  harbor,  requiring 
about  65,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  for  which  no  funds  are  available. 

5.  Kaising  and  repairing  the  southeastern  sea-wall  on  LoyelPs  Island, 
for  which  no  funds  are  now  available. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $80,455  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 »    50,000  00 

$130,455  29 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 87,917  46 

July  1,  1877,  outstandiug  liabilities 246  12 

88,163  58 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 42,291  71 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 55, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      55, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  12.) 

13.  Plyiywuth  Harbor,  Massachusetts. — The  several  appropriations  here- 
tofore made  for  this  harbor  have  been  applied  to  the  construction  of 
bulkheads,  jetties,  and  groins  for  the  preservation  and  strengthening  of 
Long  Beach,  upon  which  the  harbor  depends  for  its  existence.  During 
the  past  year  these  works  have  been  repaired  and  strengthened  where 
most  necessary,  being  now  in  a  very  good  and  effective  condition.  Ee- 
pairs  will,  however,  be  required  hereafter  upon  these  works  from  year 
to  year  as  heretofore,  for  which  Congress  will  continue  to  be  called 
upon  for  suitable  appropriations. 

By  act  of  March  3, 1875,  the  sum  of  $10,000  was  appropriated  for 
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this  harbor,  and  has  been  applied  in  part  to  improvipg  the  harbor  itself. 
The  project  adopted  consists  in  opening,  by  dredging,  a  channel  leading 
from  the  Middle  Ground  np  to  the  wharves  of  Plymouth,  to  a  depth 
of  6  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or  16  feet  at  mean  high-water,  and  for  a 
towing  width  of  100  feet. 

Under  a  contract  made  May  13,  1875,  dredging  operations  were  com- 
menced in  April  and  finished  in  June,  1876,  resulting  in  34,985  cubic 
yards  in  completion  of  the  contract,  by  which  the  projected  channel  was 
opened  for  a  width  of  50  feet  and  to  the  depth  required.  For  complet- 
ing this  channel  as  now  recommended  by  the  engineer  officer  in  charge, 
and  for  the  annual  repairs  of  the  works  built  for  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  Long  Beach,  an  additional  appropriation  of  $30,000  will  be 
required. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available |327  43 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  duriug  fiacal  year 233  50 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 93  93 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

Anionnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879 30,000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  13.) 

14.  Provincetotvn  Harbor,  MassachmetU. — The  several  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  this  harbor 
have  been  applied  to  the  construction  of  the  following  works,  viz : 

A.  Bulkheads  and  jetties  of  various  descriptions  have  been  built  from 
time  to  time  along  Beach  Point,  for  its  preservation  and  protection, 
both  by  the  United  States  Government  and  by  the  local  authorities. 

B.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
across  the  outlet  of  East  Harbor  Creek. 

C.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment across  East  Harbor  Creek,  at  the  Wading  Place,  near  High  Head, 
about  2  miles  above  the  outlet  of  the  creek. 

D.  Wooden  bulkheads  and  jetties  have  been  built  at  different  times 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  beach  on  Long  Point. 

E.  A'stone  bulkhead  has  been  nearly  completed  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  the  outer  end  of  Long  Point,  the  lighthouse  and  Three- 
gun  Battery. 

F.  A  dike  (272  feet  in  length)  was  built  in  1871-72  across  the  head  of 
Lancey's  Harbor,  near  Abel  Hill. 

6.  Beach-grass  planted  on  Beach  Point,  Long  Point,  Abel  Hill,  Cove 
Section,  and  Oblique  Section,  and  at  the  last  two  places  brush  has  also 
been  laid  for  their  further  protection. 

H.  The  projected  extension  of  the  several  jetties  on  Beach  Point  and 
State  Dike  has  been  completed. 

I.  A  bulkhead  and  6  jetties  built  for  the  preservation  and  protection 
of  the  beach  at  Cove  Section,  near  High  Head,  where  encroached  upon 
by  the  extraordinary  gales  of  November,  1873,  and  January,  1874.  This 
bulkhead  is  607  feet  in  length,  and  the  jetties  have  an  aggregate  length 
of  126  feet.  They  consist  of  a  framework  filled  with  brush  and  bal- 
lasted with  stone,  and  were  completed  in  December,  1874. 

J.  Accurate  resurveys  made  in  1871-'72-'73-'74,  and  '75  of  Cove  Sec- 
tion, Oblique  Section,  Beach  Point,  and  Long  Point,  together  with 
elaborate  soundings  and  current  observations  in  the  inner  harbor. 

The  only  work  of  those  projected  for  the  preservation  and  improve- 
mcBt  of  this  harbor,  that  now  remains  to  be  completed,  is  the  stone 
bulkhead  on  Long  Point;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for  its  corn- 
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pletioQ  daring  the  present  season,  ander  the  appropriation  made  there- 
for by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876. 

The  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 
has  been  applied  to  extending  the  stone  bulkhead  on  Long  Point,  and 
planting  beach-grass  at  Cove  Section  and  High  Head  Dike. 

These  works  and  all  the  others  built  for  the  preservation  and  protec- 
tion of  this  harbor  require  continuous  watching  and  repairs,  for  which 
the  additional  sum  of  $1,00()  will  be  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $496  07 

Amount  appropriated  by  aut  approved  August  14,  1676 4, 000  00 

$4, 496  07 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 437  40 

July  1,1877,  outstanding  liabilities SUS  00 

1,325  40 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,170  67 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     1, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  A  14.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARBORS  AND  RIVERS  6N  THE  SOUTHERN  COAST 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS  AND  IN  RHODE  ISLAND — IMPROVEMENT  OF 
CONNECTICUT  RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Major  Q.  K.  Warren,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Capt.  D.  P.  Heap,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders 
since  April  25, 1877. 

1.  Hyannis  Harbor^  Massachusetts, — Nothing  has  been  done  at  this 
place  for  want  of  funds.  An  appropriation  of  810,000  is  necessary  to 
complete  the  strengthening  of  the  breakwater. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available %A2  94 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 42  94 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiug  June  30^  1879.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  1.) 

2.  Wareham  Harbor^  Massachusetts, — ^The  improvement  designed  for 
this  harbor  consisted  mainly  in  dredging  the  channel  of  approach  to  a 
depth  of  9  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  in  widening  and  straightening 
it.  This  has  been  completed  during  the  past  fiscal  year  to  an  extent 
greater  than  was  designed,  owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  dredging. 
With  the  unexpended  balance  it  is  proposed  to  build  sand-catchers 
npon  Long  Beach,  to  arrest  the  sand  which  drifts  over  the  beach  into 
the  harbor. 

Nine  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or  12^^  feet  at  mean  high-water,  can  now 
be  carried  by  vessels  up  to  the  wharves,  and  the  width  is  nowhere  less 
than  100  feet,  gradually  widening  from  the  wharves  outward. 

July  1,  187G,  amount  available $7,024  78 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,967  04 

July  1, 1677,  amount  available • 2,057  74 

(See  Appendix  B  2.) 

3.  New  Bedford  Harbor^  Massachusetts. — ^No  work  was  done  here  dnring 
the  past  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds,  as  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  in 
the  Kiver  and  Harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876,  was  not  made  available 
until  April  30,  1877. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  dredging,  and  at  so  low  a  price 
that  it  is  thought  the  projected  channel  of  200  feet  width  and  15 
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feet  depth  at  mean  low-water  can  be  completed  with  the  fuuds  now 
available. 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available 873  87 

Amoout  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

10, 073  87 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 419  :i7 

July  1,  1&77,  amonnt  available 9,654  60 

(See  Appendix  B  3.) 

4.  Taunton  River j  Massachmetts, — Daring  the  fiscal  year  93  cubic  yards 
of  rocks  were  removed  from  "  The  Nook  "  and  Peters  Point.  An  ap- 
propriation of  $5,000  is  needed  to  complete  the  channel  of  60  feet  width 
and  9  feet  depth  at  mean  high- water. 

Julyl,  1876,  amount  available $1,205  90 

July  1,  1877^  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 104  97 

July  1, 1877,amount  available 100  93 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  ot  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  4.) 

5.  Fall  River  Harbor,  Ma^sa^chmetts, — No  work  was  done  here  dnring 
the  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds.  A  contract  has  been  made  to  continue 
the  dredging  with  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  of  the  act  of  August  14, 
1876,  which,  it  is  thought,  will  complete  the  improvement  to  the  extent 
originally  designed.  This  improvement  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  port,  and  probably  nothing  more  is  needed  at  present. 
The  fall  in  prices  has  enabled  the  Government  to  do  the  work  at  much 
lower  rates  than  at  first  anticipated. 

The  estimate  was  $45,000.  The  appropriations  have  amounted  to 
830,000.      ' 

July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $597  55 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10, 597  55 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 341  08 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available » 10,256  47 

(See  Appendix  B  5.) 

6.  Pawtucket  or  Seekonlc  River,  Rhode  Island, — No  work  has  been  done 
during  the  fiscal  year,  and  none  will  be  done  this  season,  unless  the 
shoals  become  troublesome,  or  some  accidental  obstruction  occurs. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $1,594  61 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 83  33 

Julyl,  1877,amount  available - 1,511  28 

(See  Appendix  B  6.) 

7.  Bulkhead  Rock,  Providence  River,  Rhode  Island. — This  rock  is  a 
dangerous  and  annoying  obstruction  to  all  vessels  entering  or  leaving 
the  port  of  Providence  drawing  more  than  14  feet.  It  was  removed 
down  to  14  feet  at  mean  low-water  under  an  appropriation  made  in 
1870.  A  depth  of  18  feet  at  mean  low- water  is  deemed  to  be  necessary, 
to  make  which  it  is  estimated  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $5,000. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $74  98 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available ., 74  98 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  7.) 
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8.  Islewport  Harbor^  Rhode  Island. — With  a  small  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation of  March  3,  1875,  and  the  assistance  of  the  ofl&cers  of  the 
United  States  Navy  torpedo  -  station  and  those  of  the  Old  Colony 
Steamboat  Company,  two  large  bowlders  were  removed  from  the  chan- 
nel. These  bowlders  had  been  struck  several  times  at  extreme  low  tides 
by  the  large  steamboats,  and  during  the  last  year  caused  considerable 
damage.  The  improvement  planned  at  this  place  was  designed  to  facili- 
tate business  at  the  port,  and  not  to  increase  its  capacity  as  a  harbor  of 
refuge.    With  this  view  all  has  been  done  that  is  now  needed. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $954  06 

July  1, 1877;  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 923  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 30  14 

(See  Appendix  B  8.) 

9.  Block  Island  Harbor,  Rhode  Island, — Work  has  been  commenced 
on  the  proposed  detached  pier  under  the  appropriation  made  by  Jict  of 
August  14,  1876.  The  funds  now  available  will  complete  the  break- 
water designed  for  the  business  of  the  island. 

The  harbor  has  become  the  resort  of  numbers  of  fishing-vessels 
belonging  elsewhere,  so  that  at  times  it  is  quite  filled  up.  It  will 
undoubtedly  be  sought  by  fishermen  and  ordinary  coasters  in  numbers 
suflBcient  to  fill  a  harbor  of  several  times  its  capacity.  The  present 
work  was  not  designed  to  meet  this  want.  At  the  close  of  the  season's 
work. a  final  report  will  be  made,  which  will  include  plans  and  estimates 
of  cost  of  meeting  the  probable  wants  of  the  future. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available |22,447  70 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 40,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 136  07 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,332  67 

15,468  74 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 46,978  96 

*     (See  Appendix  B  9.) 

10.  Patccatuch  River,  Rhods  Island  and  Connecticut, — ^This  improve- 
ment as  projected  has  been  completed,  and  no  further  work  is  now 
contemplated.  The  small  balance  is  reserved  to  remove  any  small 
obstruction  that  may  by  accident  be  placed  in  the  channel. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available J176  37 

July  1,  lci77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 74  40 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 101  97 

(See  Appendix  B  10.) 

l\,^fLittle  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut. — ^The  im- 
provement projected  for  this  locality  is  to  open  a  channel  200  feet  wide 
and  7J  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay, 
by  dredging  and  by  removing  such  rocks  ap  may  be  found  in  the  way. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  work  was  $51,000.  Deducting  $5,000 
already  appropriated  leaves  $46,000  still  required  to  complete  the  work. 
One-half  of  this  amount  could  be  advantageously  expended  during  the 
next  fiscal  year,  and  would  probably  sufiice  to  open  a  channel  100  feet 
wide,  and  thus  utilize  the  improvement  of  Pawcatuck  River,  which  was 
completed  last  year. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $5, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 5,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 46, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  23, 000  00 

^  (See  Appendix  B  11.) 
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12.  Connecticut  River  below  Hartford,  Connecticut — Early  in  the  seasou 
of  1876  the  navigation  of  this  river  was  much  obstracted  by  shoal  water 
on  the  bars  at  Hartford,  Clay  Banks,  Pistol  Point,  and  Glastonbury. 

There  being  no  funds  available  for  this  improvement,  the  Hartford  and 
New  York  Steamboat  Company  put  a  dredge  to  work  on  June  26,  and 
kept  it  at  work  until  September  20. 

During  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1876,  some 
repairs  were  made  to  the  west  jetty,  and  several  clusters  of  piles  were 
pat  in  about  the  head  and  east  side  of  it  to  keep  vessels  off  the  stone- 
work. The  beacon  at  the  head  was  rebuilt,  but  again  carried  away  by 
a  steamer  running  into  it. 

Early  in  May,  1877,  watBr  becoming  low,  vessels  began  to  have  trouble 
in  getting  over  the  bars,  and  a  dredge  with  necessary  scows  and'tug  was 
hired  to  work  by  the  day.  This  dredge  was  at  work  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year. 

A  schooner  wrecked  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  last  Octo- 
ber having  become  a  dangerous  obstruction,  a  contract  was  made  for  its 
removal.  The  amount  remaining  on  hand  after  the  removal  of  this 
wreck,  and  doing  the  required  dredging,  will  be  too  small  to  do  much 
toward  the  completion  of  the  improvement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river; 
it  will  therefore  be  reserved  to  remove  any  obstructions,  such  as  shoals 
or  wrecks. 

The  officer  in  charge  estimates  that  to  complete  the  jetties  at  the 
mouth  $^,000  will  be  required. 

July  1,  ld76,'amoant  arailable $165  42 

Amount  appropriated  by  aot  approved  August  14,  1876 20,000  00 

20, 165  42 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,451  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  avaUable 10,713  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     45, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  12.) 

13.  Connecticut  River  above  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  below  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. — The  condition  of  this  part  of  the  river  has  been  such 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  that  no  expenditure  for  its  improvement  has 
been  necessary.  There  is  no  liability  of  the  existing  navigation  being 
injured  by  shoals,  except  between  Hartford  and  Enfield  Falls.  The 
available  funds  will  be  used  for  their  removal,  and  they  are  deemed 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  any  such  Contingency. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  report  giving  results  of  surveys,  with  the 
maps  and  diagrams,  be  published,  so  that  the  exact  nature  of  the  condi- 
tion of  navigation  on  the  river  may  be  made  known.  Its  capacity  is  limited 
now  by  the  size  of  the  canal  around  Enfield  Falls,  and  unless  these  falls 
are  radically  improved,  at  a  cost  of  from  $800,000  to  $900,000,  but  little 
can  be  done  to  increase  the  draft  and  tonnage  of  vessels  destined  for 
Holyoke, 

If  the  improvement  of  these  falls  is  not  contemplated,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  all  the  money  appropriated  (reserving  $5,000  for  the  shoals 
between  Hartford  and  Enfield  Falls)  should  be  used  in  publishing  the 
detailed  reports  and  in  carryiug  on  the  improvement  of  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  Qi  the  river. 
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Ab&ve  Rartfordf  Conn.,  and  below  Holyokef  Mass. 
(Act  of  March  3, 1871.) 

Amonnt  available  July  1,  1876 $3,831  83 

Amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1 877 541  40 

Amount  available  July  1,  1877.. 3,290  43 

Above  Evfield  FalUj  Conv.y  and  below  Holyolce,  Mass. 

(Act  of  June  10, 1872.) 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 $10,702  92 

Amount  available  July  1, 1877 10,702  92 

Above  Hartford  and  beloto  Enfield  Falls,  Conn, 

(Act  of  Marcb  3, 1873.) 

Amount  available  July  1, 1876 $12,272  04 

Amount  available  July  1, 1877 12,272  04 

(See  Appendix  B  13.) 

HARBORS  ON  LONG  ISLAND  SOUND. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  J.  W.  Barlow,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Stonington  Harbor^  Connecticut — With  the  funds  available  Jaly  1, 
1875,  the  break  water  on  Wampassett  Shoal  was  commenced  and  carried 
to  a  length  of  771  feet,  but  no  appropriation  having  been  made  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1877,  the  constrnction  of  the  breakwater  has  been 
suspended.  It  is  desirable  that  work  be  resumed  at  an  early  day,  for 
which  purpose  $50,000  could  be  profitably  expended  during  the  ensuing 
fiscal  year. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available f959  75 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  duri  ng  fiscal  year 915  1*^ 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available ^ 44  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 206, 536  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prolitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juue  30, 1879..     50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  1.) 

2.  Thames  River,  Connecticut — The  sum  of  $6,000  can  be  profitably 
expended  during  the  next  fiscal  year  toward  the  removal  of  certain 
shoals  which  have  formed  in  the  dredged  channel  of  this  river,  com- 
pleted to  a  depth  of  11  feet  in  1873. 

(See  Appendix  C  2.) 

''  3.  Netc  Haven  Harbor,  Connecticut. — Under  an  extension  of  the  con- 
tract of  1876  for  dredging  in  this  harbor,  work  has  been  continued  be- 
tween Long  Wharf  and  Belle  Dock,  making  this  part  of  the  harbor  415 
feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  The  oflQcer  in  charge 
recommends  that  the  portion  of  the  harbor  between  Fort  Hale  and  the 
steamboat  dock  be  widened  to  400  feet  to  correspond  to  the  width  above, 
and  be  carried  to  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  mean  low-water.  An  appropria- 
tion of  $40,000  is  asked  by  him  for  this  purpose,  which  could  be  profit- 
ably expended  during  the  n«xt  fiscal  year. 

1^0  work  has  been  done  at  Lnddington  Bock,  the  contractor  having 
declined  to  go  on  with  the  excavation. 

The  least  depth  is  12.4  feet  at  mean  low-water  where  a  can-buoy  marks 
the  obstruction.     Owi^ig  to  the  proximity  of  the  new  light-house  on 
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Southwest  Led^e,  the  rock  is  now  a  much  less  serious  obstacle  to  navi- 
gation than  formerly. 

Jaly  1,  1876,  amount  available $11,697  34 

Jalj  1,  1877y  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 9,085  21 

Jaly  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 2,612  13 

(See  Appendix  0  3.)^ 

4.  Milford  Harbor^  Connecticut. — The  dredging  in  progress  at  the  close 
of  the  last  fiscal  year  was  continued  under  an  extension  of  the  contract, 
and  the  channel  75  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  was 
carried  800  feet  above  the  long  jetty.  The  oflficer  in  charge  suggests 
that  a  channel  50  feet  wide  be  continued  to  the  town  docks,  the  cost  of 
which  would  be  $9,000. 

The  small  jetties  built  to  protect  the  the  bluff  north  of  Welch's  Point 
have  been  much  injured  by  storms.  The  officer  in  charge  deems  it  ad- 
visable to  build  a  substantial  jetty  from  Welch's  Point  to  deep  water. 
This  would  aid  in  protecting  the  bluif  from  erosion,  and  form  a  much 
needed  harbor  of  refuge. 

To  continue  dredging  in  upper  harbor,  and  to  commence  jetty  at 
Welch's  Point,  the  sum  of  $25,000  could  be  advantageously  applied  dur- 
ing the  next  fiscal  year. 

Jnly  1,  1^6,  amonnt  available' $4,706  65 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,260  81 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 445  84 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 64, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,^  1879. .  25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  4.) 

5.  Eomatonic  River ^  Connecticut. — The  work  of  dredging  the  bars  near 
Drew's  Eock  was  continued.  The  7-foot  channel  obstructed  by  freshets 
was  restored,  and  made  from  45  to  80  feet  wide.  Five  thousand  dollars 
will  be  needed  to  remove  deposits  likely  to  have  formed  during  the  win- 
ter and  spring  freshets. 

July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $4,460  11 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4,442  3S 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available  .., 17  73 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .     5, 000  %0 
(See  Appendix  C  5.) 

6.  Bridgeport  Harbor^  Connecticut. — The  sum  of  $10,000  appropriated 
by  act  of  August  14,  1876,  will  be  applied  to  excavation  between  the 
steamboat-wharf  and  the  wagon-bridge.  A  contract  has  been  made  to 
do  this  dredging  at  8^  cents  per  cubic  yard^  the  whole  work  to  be  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  of  October,  1877. 

The  officer  in  charge  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $20,000,  to  be  applied 
to  widening  to  200  feet  the  12-foot  channel  over  the  outer  and  inner  bars, 
now  100  feet  in  width. 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  available $54  85 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

|10,  054  85 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 167  90 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,886  95 

mount  (estimated)  require* 
mount  that  can  be  profitabl 

(See  Appendix  C  6.) 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 40, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 . .    20, 000  00 
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7.  Southpart  Harbor^  Connecticut. — With  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
made  by  act  of  August  14, 1876,  it  is  proposed  to  repair  the  breakwater 
and  dike  during  the  present  season. 

The  officer  in  charge  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $8,000  to  deepen  the 
channel  to  4  feet  at  mean  low-water  by  dredging. 

July  1,  1876,  amonut  available $383  99 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angast  14,  1876 5,000  00 

5,383  99 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year : 320  06 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 5,063  93 

(See  Appendix  C  7.) 

8.  Norwalk  Biver^  Connecticut — No  appropriation  having  been  made 
for  this  improvement  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  work  has  been  sus- 
pended. 

The  officer  in  charge  estimates  that  it  will  require  $30,000  to  complete 
the  channel  to  the  desired  dimensions,  and  recommends  that  $15,000  for 
this  purpose  be  appropriated  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $190  62 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 190  62 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879..  15, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  8.) 

9.  Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  New  York. — The  construction  of  the  west  jetty 
in  progress  at  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  was  continued.  This  jetty 
is  now  475  feet  in  length,  and  should  -be  extended  600  feet  farther  to 
produce  the  desired  effect  upon  the  tidal  currents. 

The  work  of  repairing,  raising,  and  extendiug  the  east  side  jetty  has 
been  commenced,  and  it  is  also  proposed  to  dredge  a  channel  50  feet 
wide  across  the  bar.  To  further  extend  the  jetties,  and  to  widen  the 
channel  to  100  feet,  an  estimate  of  $34,000  is  submitted  by  the  ofBcer  in 
charge,  of  which  $20,000  can  be  expended  to  advantage  during  the  next 
fiscal  year. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available - $11,006  23 

Amoun t  appropri ated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 6, 000  00 

17,006  23 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,744  59 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 11,261  64 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 34, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lb79. .     20, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  C  9.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HtlDSON  BIVER — REMOVAL  OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IKT 
EAST  RIVER,  INCLUDING  HELL  GATE — IMPROVEMENT  OF  HARLEM! 
RIVER  AND  EAST  CHESTER  CREEK,  AND  OF  THE  HARBORS  OF  PORT 
CHESTER  AND  RONDOUT,  IN  NEW  YORK;  PASSAIC  RIVER  AND  THE 
CHANNEL  BETWEEN  STATEN  ISLAND  AND  FEW  JERSEY;  HARBORS 
ON  LAKE  CHAaiPLAIN. 

OflScer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Newton,  Corps  of  Eogineere,  who 
has  under  his  immediate  orders  Captain  James  Mercur  and  Lieut.  J. 
H.  Willard,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

In  temporary  charge  of  Captain  Mercur  since  April  18, 1877,  in  the 
absence  of  Lieut.  Col.  Newton. 
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1.  Improvei7ieni  of  Hudson  River ^  New  York. — Surveys  were  made  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  of  sloop-lock,  from  Port  Schuyler  to  Bath,  at  Over- 
slaugh, Overslaugh  dam,  Wmnie's  Bar,  from  Cedar  Hill  to  Nine-mile 
tree,  at  Mull's,  Mull's  Eoek,  Coeymans,  New  Baltimore  aud  New  Balti- 
more Books,  aud  maps  of  the  same  prepared. 

Of  the  new  dike  on  the  Overslaugh,  1,000  feet  were  finished  and  2,000 
feet  are  in  course  of  construction  ^  of  cross-dike,  424  feet  have  been  fin- 
ished and  1,220  feet  partly  so. 

The  dredging  consisted  of  1,900  cubic  yards  on  the  Overslaugh  and 
136,709  by  the  State  engineer  between  the  State  dam  at  Troy  and  New 
Baltimore. 

Bepairs  were  made  to  the  dikes  at  New  Baltimore,  Coeymans,  Over- 
slaugh, Small  Island,  Bath,  Patroon's,  and  Port  Schuyler,  which  had 
been  more  or  less  injured  by  ice  during  the  winter. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amouDt  available $5,515  09 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 50, 000  00 

$55,515  09 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 654  67 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,876  00 

128, 530  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  ayaUable 26,984  43 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 164, 116  47 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .  126, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  1.) 

2.  Removing  obstructions  in  East  River  and  Sell  Oate^  Wew  YorJc,  (Hal- 
Ms  Point) — On  August  6, 1876,  the  work  preparatory  for  the  final  blast 
was  commenced  and  carried  forward  until  September  21,  at  which  date 
the  mine  was  exploded  with  complete  success. 

After  the  blast  contract  was  made  for  the  removal  by  dredging  of 
about  24,000  tons  of  broken  rock,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  14,055  tons 
had  been  removed. 

A  preliminary  report  of  the  operations  connected  with  the  destruction 
of  the  reef  at  Hallet^s  Point  was  made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton, 
the  officer  in  charge,  in  December,  1876,  which  was  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  House  of  Representatives  January  13, 1877,  and 
printed  as  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  24,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  second  session. 
(See  Appendix  D  2.) 

A  detailed  report  of  the  entire  progress  of  the  work  from  its  inception 
is  now  in  course  of  preparation  under  Colonel  Newton's  supervision,  and 
will  be  submitted  as  soon  as  completed. 

Flood  Rock. — ^Work  was  stopped  on  May  26, 1876,  and  was  not  resumed 
until  September  30, 1876,  and  continued  until  December  31, 1876,  when 
the  heavy  ice  ranning  in  the  river  rendered  it  impossible  to  continue 
regular  work )  the  pumps  and  machinery  were  therefore  removed  from 
the  mine  and  it  was  allowed  to  fill  with  water. 

Number  of  feet  of  holes  drilled 13,311 

Number  of  holes  blasted 3,303 

Number  of  drills  sharpened 1,777 

Loss  of  steel  by  abrasion,  pounds 178 

Number  of  cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 1,772.2 

No  appropriation  having  been  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
it  became  necessary  to  suspend  operations  on  this  work. 

Steam  driUing-scow. — From  July  1  to  September  28, 1876,  the  crew  of 
the  scow  was  employed  in  assisting  at  the  preparations  for  the  final 
blast  at  Hallet's  Point. 

From  October  19, 1876,  to  December  23, 1876,  the  scow  was  engaged 
4  E 
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on  Diamond  Beef;  work  was  suspended  in  consequence  of  having  no 
funds  for  continniog  it. 

Cable  yards  of  rock  removed 916.25 

Namber  of  driU-hole  blasts  made 16 

Number  of  holes  drilled 185 

Number  of  feet  drilled 1,997.8 

Vulcan  powder  used,  pounds 14,244 

Average  depth  of  hole  drilled,  feet 10.8 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available .^. $54,141  46 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,'  1876 250,000  00 

$304,14146 

July  1,  1B77,  amount  exi>ended  dnring  fiscal  year 180,936  68 

July  1,  1677,  outstanding  liabilities 3,373  34 

184,310  02 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 119,831  44 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 213, 127  55 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      600, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  2.) 

3.  Dredging  muSbars  in  Hudson  RiveTy  opposite  Jersey  City, — No  work 
was  doue  during  the  year.  An  examination  and  survey  of  that  portion 
of  the  river  dredged  during  the  years  1875  and  1876  shows  that  at  least 
two-thirds  of  the  amount  excavated  has  been  replaced  by  the  action  of 
the  currents ;  leaving  nearly  the  same  depth  of  water  as  existed  before 
the  dredging  was  done. 

No  further  dredging  is  recommended  until  some  plan  of  improvement 
which  gives  promise  of  being  permanent  is  devised. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $101  05 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 101  05 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 76, 807  20 

(See  Appendix  D3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Harlem  River ,  Xeic  York, — No  appropriation  having 
been  made  for  this  work,  -no  operations  were  conducted  during  the  year. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project §140, 875  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Passaie  River ^  New  Jersey. — Work  was  commenced 
in  May,  1877,  for  the  removal  of  loose  stones  and  bowlders  from  the 
sides  of  the  cut  at  Rutherford  Park  bar,  and  up  to  the  close  of  the  year 
395  cubic  yards  of  stone  had  been  removed  and  ^^  feet  of  channel 
cleared. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $463  47 

Amount  api^ropiiated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10, 463  47 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 1,898  01 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 8,565  46 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 24, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  proiitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudmg  June  30, 1879 .      24, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  East  Chester  Creelc,  New  TorA;.— The  State  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  purchase  and  condemn  the  marsh  land  through, 
which  the  proposed  channel  runs  having  completed  their  labor,  and  se- 
cured to  the  United  States  the  necessary  ground  and  right  of  way,  con- 
tract was  made  for  dredging,  piling,  and  rock  excavation,  and  on  April 
16, 1877,  work  was  commenced,  and  has  progressed  as  favorably  as  the 
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circamstances  would  allow ;  906  cubic  yards  of  rock  have  been  removed, 
and  5,936  cubic  yards  of  mad  dredged. 

Jalyl,  1876,  amount  available $30,820  82 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amotiDt  expended  daring  fiscal  year $1, 101  95 

July  1, 1877,  ontstanding  liabilities 1,010  46 

2.112  41 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 28,708  41 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 99, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  35, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Port  Chester j  New  TorJc, — 'So  appropria- 
tion having  been  made  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  conducted 
during  the  year. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $2,236  70 

July  1,  lb77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 36  70 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 2,200  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 84, 632  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 . .  60, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  7.) 

8.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Rondout,  Ne^o  YorTc. — During  the  winter 
of  1876  and  1877  the  ice  destroyed  about  200  feet  of  the  north  dike  and 
caused  considerable  damage  to  other  portions  of  the  dike;  this  damage 
was  repaired  by  hired  labor. 

Under  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  contract  was  made  for  the 
construction  of  the  branch  dike  870  feet  long,  and  work  was  commenced 
about  June  20, 1877. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $9  31 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

$30,009  31 

July  1 ,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 719  54 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabmties 5,193  90 

^_11,913  44 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 18,095  87 

A  moan  t  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $111, 500  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      70, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  8.) 

9.  Improving  the  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  Sew  Jersey. — No 
work  has  been  done  at  this  point  during  the  year.  Efforts  are  now 
being  made  to  find  out  from  those  most  largely  interested  in  the  improve- 
ment of  this  channel^  what,  in  their  opinion,  the  needs  of  commerce 
require. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $229  74 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10,000  00 

10,229  74 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 10,229  74 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 480  00 

(See  Appendix  D  9.) 

10.  Improve^mnt  of  harbor  of  Plattsburgh,  Kew  York. — During  the  year 
no  operations  have  been  conducted. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $4,941  52 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,941  52 

(See  Appendix  D  10.) 
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11.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Burlington,  Vermont — The  saperstrao- 
tare  of  the  extension  of  160  feet  of  breakwater  has  been  completed,  and 
work  on  the  repairs  to  the  soathem  end  of  the  breakwater  has  been 
commenced  and  carried  up  to  within  two  courses  of  the  necessary 
height. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $7,590  71 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

27,590  71 
July  1, 1677,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12,113  56 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 15,477  15 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 295,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudmg  June  30, 1879.    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  11.) 

12.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Sicantonj  Vermont. — ^The  superstructure 
of  an  extension  of  69  feet  of  breakwater  has  been  completed. 

No  new  work  has  been  commenced  under  the  appropriation  of  August 
14, 1876,  of  $2,000,  as  the  amount  is  not  sufficient  to  build  a  crib  large 
enough  to  withstand  the  ice-pressure  brought  against  this  work  in  the 
spring. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $3,411  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

5,411  85 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,801  20 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 2,610  65 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 237, 160  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  12.) 

13.  Improvement  of  Otter  Creek^  Vermont. — ^No  appropriation  having 
been  made,  no  operations  were  conducted  during  the  year. 

July  J,  1876,  amount  available |63  69 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7  85 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 55  84 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 43, 146  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879..  20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  13.) 

• 

CONSTBUOTION  OF  PIER  AT  LEWES,  DELAWARE— HABBOR  IMPROVE- 
MENTS ON  DELAWARE  RIVER  AND  BAY— IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE 
NAVIGATION  OP  DELAWARE  AND  SCHUYLKILL  RIVERS;  OF  BROAD- 
KILN  RIVER,  DELAWARE ;  AND  OF  SHREWSBURY  RIVER  AND  COHANSEY 
DI 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Kurtz,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Capt.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Constrtiotion  of  pier  near  Lewes,  Delaware. — During  the  last  fiscal 
year  a  steam-engine  has  been  purchased  as  the  motive  power  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  pier ;  two  bays  have  been  constructed  of  material  left 
on  hand  in  the  fall  of  1875,  and  twenty  more  pile-shafts,  with  the  neces- 
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sary  parts^  have  been  ordered  from  the  lowest  bidders  for  sapplying  the 
material. 

Daring  the  present  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  put  in  place  all  of  this 
material,  and  to  pat  down  a  corresponding  portion  of  the  timber  snper- 
stractare.    This  will  make  the  entire  length  of  the  stractare  1,659  feet. 

"Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  work  by  finishing  the  outer 
end ;  by  surroanding  the  pier-head  with  a  suitable  fender  system ;  by 
placing  buoyed  anchors  for  vessels  to  moor  to  when  lying  at  the  pier; 
and  by  laying  a  railroad-track  2,700  feet  long  on  the  pier  and  to  the 
limit  of  the  United  States  land,  to  enable  the  railroads  of  the  locality  to 
connect  with  and  use  the  landing  pier. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $75  43 

Amoont  appropriated  by  act  approved  Ananist  14, 1B76 30, 000  00 

$30,075  43 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 9,253  80 

July  l,lb77,  outstanding  liabilities 9,500  00 

18,753  89 

Jaly  1,  1877,  amount  available 11,321  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 600  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisoaljy ear  ending  June  30, 1879 .      50, 600  00 

(See  Appendix  E  1.) 

2.  Iceharbor  at  New  Castle,  Delaware. — A  contract  for  the  removal  of 
110  feet  in  length  of  the  coal  wharf  below  the  piers,  in  addition  to  the 
108  feet  removed  last  year,  has  been  execnted  and  the  work  commenced. 

The  constraction  of  the  crib  foundation  of  a  new  ice-pier,  the  last 
contemplated  by  the  present  plan  of  improvement,  will  be  completed 
the  present  year,  leaving  the  platform  of  the  crib  at  the  level  of  low 
water  in  readiness  for  the  stone  snperstractare. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  this  pier  and  dredge  oat  the 
accamulated  sediment  in  the  lower  part  of  the  harbor,  for  which  par- 
pose  an  appropriation  of  $24,000  is  asked  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $3,094  40 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 

15,094  40 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 676  13 

July  1,  1878,  amount  available 14.418  27 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 28, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879..  24, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  2.) 

3.  Harbor  of  Wilmington^  Delaware, — Daring  the  past  year  work  has 
been  in  progress  along  the  channel  of  the  river  jast  above  the  light- 
hoase;  jast  below  the  moath  of  Brandy  wine  Greek;  jast  above  Third 
street  on  the  north,  and  above  Market  street  on  the  sonth  side  of 
ehanneL  The  resalt  has  been  the  removal  of  soft  mad  deposits,  and  an 
increase  in  the  width  of  the  channel  in  each  case,  affording  12  feet  depth 
of  wat^r  at  low  tide.  The  amount  of  material  removed  T^as  88,000  cubic 
yards. 

It  is  proposed  the  present  season  to  remove  from  the  channel-way 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Brandywine  Creek  about  5,000  cubic  yards  of 
mud,  and  from  the  south  side  of  channel  just  below  Third  street  about 
210  cubic  yards  of  fast  rock. 

Ifext  season  it  is  proposed  to  remove,  by  dredging  between  a  point 
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near  the  buoy  depot  and  Market  street,  about  80,000  cubic  yards  of 
material.    This  will  require  an  appropriation  of  817,000. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $120  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 16, 000  00 

S16, 120  29 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 606  4S 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,932  80 

9,539  28 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 6,581  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eucLing  June  30, 1879 .      17, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  3.) 

4.  Harbor  at  Marcm  Hook^  Pennsylvania. — There  has  been  no  material 
change  in  the  condition  of  this  harbor  during  the  past  year.  During 
the  winter  about  208  vessels,  mostly  large  ones,  took  shelter  here  from 
heavy  floating  ice. 

During  the  present  season  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  repairs  to  the 
two  landing-piers,  the  upper  timbers  of  which  are  fast  going  to  decay. 
These  repairs,  together  with  slight  repairs  that  are  requisite  to  the  upper 
stone  ice-pier,  will  require  an  expenditure  of  about  $2,200. 

It  is  proposed  to  examine  these  piers  with  a  view  of  placing  a  rock 
protection  about  their  bases,  if  required. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available §6,701  91 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  duringfiscal  year 359  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 6,542  91 

(See  Appendix  E  4.) 

5.  lee-harhor  at  Chester^  Pennsylvania. — ^During  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1877,  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  upper  ice-piers  and  bulk- 
head, and  the  connecting  bridges  were  reconstructed.  The  work  was 
done  by  hired  labor  and  purchase  of  material  in  open  market,  at  a  cost 
of  $2,600. 

This  harbor  was  of  much  benefit  to  vessels  the  past  winter.  It  alfforded 
shelter  to  25  large-class  schooners,  several  tug-boats,  barges,  and  other 
floating  property. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1S76 S'2, 600  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 2, 600  €0 

(See  Appendix  E  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  Schuylkill  Biver^  Pennsylvania. — During  the  past 
year  operations  for  improving  this  river  have  been  confined  to  the  month 
and  vicinity  upward  toward  G-irard  Point,  with  a  view  of  deepening  the 
channel  to  24  feet  at  ordinary  low  tide.  About  50,000  cubic  yards  of 
material  have  been  removed. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  dredging  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  increasing  the  width  of  the  deep-water  channel 
with  each  cut ;  and  remove  about  18,000  cubic  yards  of  material  from 
the  channel  near  Gibson's  Point,  so  as  to  afford  20  feet  depth  of  water 
at  low  tide. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  deep  channel  at  the  mouth  j 
remove  3,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  from  the  cut  just  above  Penrose 
Ferry  bridge ;  remove  about  400  cubic  yards  of  fast  rock  from  the  chan- 
nel at  Gibson's  Point,  and  50,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  gravel  from 
the  channel  between  "  Gibson's''  and  Gray's  Ferry  bridge,  the  latter  work 
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to  be  executed  with  a  view  ot  affording  18  feet  depth  of  water  at  low 
tide  above  Gibson's  Point. 

Joly  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $99  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

§20, 099  85 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 096  06 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,534  71 

8,630  77 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 11,469  08 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209, 700  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      65, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  Delatcare  River  below  Petiifs  Island, — During  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  operations  have  been  directed  to  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar,  where 
the  artificial  cut  has  been  widened  at  the  entrance  to  the  New  Jersey 
channel  by  the  removal  of  about  100,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  and  to  the 
removal  of  a  wreck  sunk  at  a  point  just  below  the  Horseshoe  Buoy. 

Buring  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  excavation 
at  the  south  end,  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar;  to  commence  and  complete  addi- 
tion^ excavations  at4)he  north  end  of  the  channel,  with  a  view  of  widen- 
ing the  same  at  the  entrance  to  the  Pennsylvania  channel,  which  will 
require  the  removal  of  about  50,000  cubic  yards  of  material ;  to  remove 
a  wreck  from  the  channel  just  above  Pea-Patch  Island,  and  one  from 
the  channel  just  above  the  "Buoy  of  the  Middle,"  Delaware  Bay;  to 
resume  the  improvement  of  the  channel  upon  the  northern  and  western 
side  at  Bulkhead  Shoals,  and  to  survey  the  locality  of  the  improved 
chainel  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar. 

Next  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  removal  of  shoal  points 
a!ong  the  easterly  side  of  Bulkhead  Channel,  lower  down  the  river. 

Anonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $40, 000  00 

JUy  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year §14, 163  95 

Jdy  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,162  08 

19,326  03 

Jay  1, 1877, amount  available 20,673  97 

Amnnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2^55,000  00 

Amtant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S79.     100, 000  00 

(}ee  Appendix  E  7.) 

8  Improvement  of  Delaware  River^  hetioeen  Trenton  and  White  Hill^ 
-yet^t/er^e//.— Operations  for  improving  the  river  at  this  locality  closed 
in  he  fall  of  1875,  owing  to  the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation.  A 
Chanel  had  then  been  made  around  Periwig  Island  125  feet  in  width 
and5  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  tide. 

l^Kt  year  it  is  proposed,  should  an  appropriation  be  made,  to  con- 
tinn«the  improvement  at  the  same  locality,  in  maintaining  its  depth 
and  icreasing  its  width. 

Amont  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $30,000  00 

Amont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     10, 000  00 

(86  Appendix  E  8.) 

9.  mprovement  of  BroadMln  River^  Delaicare. — Operations  for  the  im- 
proveient  of  this  river  ceased  in  tbe  spring  of  1874. 

Shald  an  appropriation  be  made,  it  is  proposed  next  year  to  con- 
tinue he  work  by  dredging  the  river  at  the  shoal  places,  and  excavat- 
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ing  an  inlet  into  the  bay  at  tbe  junction  of  the  Broadkiln  and  Lowes 
Creeks. 

Amount  (estimated)  reqaired  for  completion  of  existing  project $70,447  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  9.) 

10.  ImproveTnent  of  tJie  north  and  south  branches  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Eiver^  New  Jersey. — ^Operations  for  improving  this  river  ceased  in  1873, 
for  want  of  funds. 

Should  an  appropriation  be  made,  work  will  resume  next  season  by 
dredging  at  Upper  and  Lower  Eocky  Points,  and  by  constructing  a  de- 
flecting dike  at  the  latter  point. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $13,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1679.     IS,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  10.) 

11.  Improvement  of  Cohansey  Oreelc^  New  Jersey, — Fo  appropriation 
was  made  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30, 1875, 1876,  and  1377,  for 
continuing  this  improvement. 

An  appropriation  is  recommended  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  widen- 
ing and  deepening  the  channel  in  accordance  with  the  original  project 
for  the  work. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $20,  OCO  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1379 .     10,  OCO  00 

(See  Appendix  E  11.) 

12.  Delaware  Breakwater. — There  is  no  material  change  in  the  condi- 
tion of  this  work  since  my  last  annual  report. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  still  have  a  station  here,  $nd 
operate  their  line,  connecting  with  the  land  by  cable  laid  along  the  bot- 
tom of  the  harbor. 

The  use  of  the  harbor  as  a  port  of  call  for  transatlantic  shipping  is 
largely  increasing,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  tabular  statement  in  the  ap 
pendix. 

(See  Appendix  E  12.) 

13.  Port  Wardens'  Line^  Philadelphia^  Pennsylvania. — This  questifli 
remains  as  last  reported,  nothing  on  the  subject  having  been  heard  froii 
the  municipal  authorities  of  Philadelphia. 

•  Measures  for  the  widening  of  Delaware  avenue  have  been  taken  )y 
the  councils  of  the  city. 

IMPEOVEMENT  OF  HABBOBS  AND  BIVEBS  OP  CHESAPEAKE  BAY,  MAfY- 
LAIO)  5  OF  JAMES  AND  APPOMATTOX  BIVEBS,  YIBGINIA  J  OF  GB^iT 
KANAWHA  HIVEB,  WEST  VIBGINIA ;  OF  NEW  BIYEB,  YIBGINIA  JND 
WEST  VIBGINIA,  AND  OF  GAPE  FEAB  BIYEB,  NOBTH  OABOLINA.     . 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  William  P.  Oraighill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  wh^^as 
had  under  his  immediate  orders  during  the  fiscal  year  Capt.  C.  B.  liil- 
lips  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Turtle,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  since  Noveii^, 
1876,  Cai)t.  J.  W.  Cuyler,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Chester  River  at  Kent  Island  Narrows^  Marylajpt. — 
The  appropriations  for  this  work  have  been:  March  3, 1873,  $15)00; 
June  23, 1874,  $5,000 ;  and  August  14, 1876,  $5,000;  but  owing  to  cpes 
of  delay,  explained  in  previous  reports,  nothing  was  done  in  earring 
out  the  project  until  May,  1875.  I 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  the  portion  of  the  work  on  the  EastoiBay 
side  has  been  completed,  the  width  of  channel  having  been  recced, 
however,  to  80  feet  instead  of  100  feet  as  at  first  contemplated. 


Digitized  by  ^ 


REPORT   OF  THE   CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS.  57 

Od  tbe  Chester  Biver  side  the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  80  feet  in 
width  over  the  entire  distance,  and  an  additional  cut  was  being  made, 
making  the  total  width  100  feet,  as  at  first  proposed.  The  canseway 
had  also  been  ent  through  to  the  full  width  (60  feet)  allowed  by  the 
draw,  which  had  previously  been  built  by  the  county  authorities  of 
Queen  Anne  and  Talbot. 

Operations  ceased  on  the  7th  of  July,  1876,  tbe  available  funds  being 
exhausted.  An  examination  of  the  entire  channel,  made  immediately 
after,  indicated  that  the  channel  was  maintaining  itself  well,  both  as 
to  width  and  depth. 

Of  the  appropriation  of  $5,000,  made  August  14, 1876,  only  $1,000 
became  available  for  expenditure  in  September. 

It  was  proposed  to  expend  this  amount  at  once  in  giving  relief  to 
navigation  by  cutting  through  the  causeway  under  the  counterpoise  of 
the  draw,  to  give  additional  vent  to  the  water,  by  riprapping.  at  the  cen- 
tral pier  and  the  abutments,  and  by  the  construction  of  pile- wings  at 
the  passage  through  the  draw. 

This  plan  was  rendered  inexpedient  on  account  of  the  condition  of 
the  causeway,  which  was  badly  broken  up  by  the  severe  storm  of  Sep- 
tember 17, 18. 

In  April  last  an  examination  of  the  entire  channel  was  made.  It 
was  found  that  it  had  maintained  itself  well. 

At  an  inspection  of  the  causeway  and  draw,  made  during  the  early 
part  of  June,  it  was  found  that  the  county  authorities  had  put  both  in 
a  condition  sufficiently  good  to  warrant  the  General  Government  in  going 
on  with  the  improvement  of  the  channel. 

Operations  were  resumed  on  the  11th  of  June,  and  consisted  in  cut- 
ting oat  the  causeway  under  the  counterpoise  of  the  draw,  giving  addi- 
tional vent  to  the  water;  in  riprapping  the  central  pier  and  the  counter- 
poise abutment ;  in  the  construction  of  four  pUe-wings  to  facilitate  the 
passage  of  shipping  through  the  draw,  and  in  marking  the  entire  length 
of  the  channel  with  guide-piles. 

This  work  was  completed  on  the  28th  of  June.  Since  that  date  a 
dredge  has  been  engaged  by  the  day  for  cutting  off  some  sharp  turns  in 
the  channel,  particularly  on  the  Easton  Bay  side  of  the  causeway.  It 
is  proposed  to  continue  this  dredging  as  long  as  available  funds  will 
permit. 

The  balance  ($4,000)  of  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  was 
rendered  available  on  March  31  last. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  improvement  was  $23,000.  Twenty- 
five- thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  in  all  up  to  June  30, 1877;  but 
owing  to  long  and  unavoidable  delays  and  consequent  increase  of 
expenses,  this  sum  has  not  quite  completed  the  work  estimated  for. 

Occasional  repairs  will  be  required  to  keep  this  channel  open  when 
completed.  Their  cost  will  probably  average  $3,000  per  year.  This 
amount  ean  be  profitably  expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ^,374  15 

Amoant  api»>opriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

10,374  15 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,340  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,033  23 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^79. .     3, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  1.) 
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2.  Imiyrovement  of  the  entrance  to  tJie  Jiarbor  of  Baltimore^  Maryland. — 
During  the  past  fiscal  year  operatious  have  been  confined  to  dredging  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  Fort  McHenry  Channel,  with  a  view  to  widening 
the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor  of  Baltimore;  and  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  Brewerton  Channel,  with  a  view  to  restoring  the  original  depth  of 
the  channel  below  North  Point.  On  June  30, 1876,  work  remained  sus- 
pended, the  appropriation  having  been  exhausted  early  in  June. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  an  appropriation  of 
$75,000  was  made  for  the  work,  but  none  of  this  amount  became  availa- 
ble for  expenditure  until  September  14,  when  an  allotment  of  $40,000 
was  made. 

Examinations  of  portions  of  the  channel  were  at  once  commenced,  to 
ascertain  the  points  most  in  need  of  attention.  The  resulting  maps 
having  been  prepared,  the  two  points  specified  above  were  determined 
upon  as  most  in  need  of  improvement,  and  proposals  were  invited  and 
opened  on  November  1,  for  the  removal  of  240,000  cubic  yards  of  ma- 
terial. 

A  contract  for  this  amount  of  dredging  was  entered  into  at  the  rate 
of  9f  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  contract  required  the  work  to  be  com- 
menced December  1, 1876,  but  owing  to  delays  caused  by  an  accident 
to  the  contractor's  machinery  while  en  route  from  the  North,  and  an 
unprecedented  amount  of  ice  in  the  harbor,  operations  were  not  com- 
menced until  March  7, 1877.  On  this  date  dredging  was  commenced 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  Fort  McHenry  Channel  and  completed  on  the 
2d  of  May.  Two  wedge-shaped  pieces  were  removed,  one  on  either 
side  of  the  channel,  affording  a  total  width  of  750  feet  opposite  Lazaretto 
Point,  the  widening  commencing  about  1,200  feet  below.  All  this 
dredging  was  to  a  depth  of  25  feet  at  ordinary  low-water.  Ninety- 
four  thousand  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed  from  this  locality. 
IXredgingwas  then  commenced  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Brewerton 
Channel  below  North  Point.  An  interior  cut  45  feet  from  the  north 
side  of  the  channel,  which  was  left  incomplete  in  June,  1876,  has  been 
completed,  and  three  additional  interior  cuts  have  also  been  made 
during  the  balance  of  the  fiscal  year,  thus  conpleting  the  contract  for 
dredging  240,000  cubic  yards,  and  leaving  this  portion  of  the  channel, 
to  the  extent  of  five-sevenths  of  its  width,  in  better  condition  than 
ever  before,  all  the  dredging  being  to  25  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary 
low-water. 

The  balance  (S35,000)  of  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  was 
rendered  available  in  April  last.  Proposals  were  at  once  invited,  and 
opened  on  June  1,  for  the  dredging  of  300,000  cubic  yards  of  addi- 
tional inaterial.  A  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  execution  of  this 
amount  of  work  at  the  rate  of  9 J  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  contract 
requires  the  work  to  be  commenced  on  July  1, 1877^  and  to  be  com- 
pleted on  June  30, 1878.  It  is  proposed  to  dredge  to  this  extent  in  com- 
pleting the  deepening  of  the  Brewerton  Channel  from  its  lower  end  as 
far  as  opposite  North  Point  5  in  enlarging  the  turning  pla<;e  at  the  junc- 
tion of  Brewerton  and  Craighill  Channels;  and  in  making  an  entirely 
new  cut  through  the  Brewerton  Channel,  thus  giving  an  additional 
width  of  40  feet. 

The  original  project  for  this  work  contemplated  a  channel  such  as 
would  admit  of  vessels  drawing  22i  or  23  feet  to  come  to  the  city  of  Bal- 
timore at  any  ordinary  stage  of  the  tide.  The  object  has  been  attained 
so  far  as  depth  is  concerned  5  but  the  channel  is  still  deficient  in  width 
throughout. 
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Since  the  practical  completion  of  the  channel  in  1874,  the  annual 
appropriations  have  been  but  little  in  excess  of  the  amount  ($50,000) 
which  it  was  estimated  would  be  required  for  annual  reparations.  All 
the  funds  that  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose,  however,  have  been 
devoted  to  giving  increased  width  to  the  channels,  particularly  at  the 
turning  places  at  their  junctions  with  each  other.  Considerable  relief 
has  tlms  been  afforded  to  shipping,  but  more  is  needed. 

!No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1878.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  were  asked  for 
that  year,  which  would  have  filled  the  estimated  cost  of  the  existing 
project,  and  provided  for  the  annual  reparations.  To  this  sum  add 
$50,000  for  reparations  for  the  year,  and  we  have,  as  the  amount  that 
can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  $185,000. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available .* $794  68 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 75, 000  00 

§75,794  68 

July  1,  1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 20,265  72 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,497  05 

: —    29,762  77 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available - 46,031  91 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1S5, 000  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  prodtably  expended  in  fi'scal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1^79 .  183, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Wicomico  River,  near  Sali^hury^  Maryland, — Opera- 
tions have  remained  suspended  during  the  whole  of  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  original  plan  of  improvement  was  to  dredge  a  channel  75  feet  in 
width  and  7  feet  in  depth  from  the  bay  up  to  the  town  of  Salisbury,  and 
deposit  the  material  behind  longitudinal  dikes.  For  want  of  sufScient 
appropriations,  and  the  unexpected  amount  of  diking  required  to  be 
done  by  the  Government,  the  plan  was  modified  so  as  to  contemplate  a 
channel  only  60  feet  in  width  and  5  feet  in  depth.  When  work  was 
suspended  in  January,  1876,  the  appropriation  being  exhausted,  the 
modified  plan  had  been  carried  out,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  space, 
which  had  a  width  of  but  28  feet,  for  want  of  funds. 

The  act  of  August  14, 1876,  appropriated  an  additional  sum  of  $5,000 
for  this  work,  which  remained  unavailable,  however,  until  March  31, 
1877.  A  re-examination  of  the  channel  was  made  in  the  early  part  of 
May.  It  was  found  that  the  channel  had  stood  quite  well,  except  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  wharves  at  the  town.  The  shoaling  at  the  latter  points 
appears  to  be  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  deposition  of  saw-dust  from 
the  mills  above.  .  The  dikes  were  found  to  be  in  good  condition. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  recommencing  work,  which  will 
consist  in  dredging.  It  is  expected  that  the  amount  available  will  be 
sufiGicient  to  give  a  width  of  70  feet  to  the  channel  through  its  entire 
length,  retaining  the  present  depth  of  5  feet,  and  to  redredge  the  turn- 
ing basin,  and  in  front  of  the  wharves. 

It  is  estimated  that  from  three  to  four  months  will  be  required  to  exe- 
cute the  work  contemplated. 

The  appropriations  have  been :  June  10, 1872,  $5,000;  March  3, 1873, 
$5,000;  June  23, 1874,  $5,000;  March  3, 1875,  $5,000;  and  August  14, 
1876,  $5,000 ;  total,  $25,000. 

jS^o  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 
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Should  the  original  plan  be  carried  out  an  appropriation  of  $15,000 
will  still  be  required. 

July  1, 1876,  amonDt  available $71  04 

Amcnn t  appropriated  by  act  approred  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

5,071  04 
July  1,  1877,  amouut  expended  during  fiscal  year 370  34 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,700  70 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      7, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  F  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  James  River^  Firr^tma.— Work  on  this  river,  which 
had  been  suspended  in  March ,  1876,  for  want  of  funds,  5^as  resumed 
about  the  middle  of  September,  1876,  when  $40,000  of  the  appropriation 
of  $60,000  of  Angast  14, 1876,  became  available  for  expenditare.  No 
contracts  have  been  made.  The  work  has  been  partly  done  with  ma- 
chinery belonging  to  the  United  States  and  partly  with  machinery  be- 
longing to  the  city  of  Eichmond,  which  has  been  hired  and  operated,  as 
in  the  previous  year,  by  the  United  States,  the  rental  not  exceeding  the 
<50st  to  the  city  of  necessary  repairs. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cubic  yards  of  material  removed  : 
Ohannel  between  the  Brewery  and  Almond  Greek,  earth,  26,655  yards ; 
rock,  727  yards ;  new  channel  at  Goode's  Bocks,  earth,  3101  yards;  rock, 
1302  yards.  The  city  of  Eichmond  has  taken  about  20,000  yards  of  earth 
from  the  channel  below  the  Brewery,  and  about  20  yards  of  rock.  There 
have  been  removed  also  by  the  James  Biver  Ganal  Gompany  and  by 
the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Gompany  about  9,000  yards  of  sand  at 
their  own  expense.  Three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three  lin- 
ear feet  of  timber  groins  have  been  built  at  the  bars  for  the  purpose  of 
contracting  the  water-way  and  by  scour  producing  a  greater  depth. 
The  experiment  of  their  use  on  this  river  has  been  thus  far  successful, 
though  its  extent  has  been  limited  for  want  of  funds. 

The  Dutch  Gap  cut-off  remains  at  180  feet  width  at  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  has  a  depth  of  about  15  feet  at  low-tide.  It  can  be  used  by 
all  classes  of  vessels  coming  to  Eichmond,  but  would  be  improved  and 
made  more  satisfactory  to  navigators  by  a  further  enlargement. 

It  is  estimated  now  that  the  removal  of  2,800  cubic  yards  of  sand  and 
gravel  would  give  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12^  feet  deep  at  mean 
low-water  from  Beckett's  Beef  to  Hampton  Boads,  which  is  equivalent 
to  16  feet  at  high  water :  but  a  greater  width  and  depth  are  both  re- 
quired for  the  accommodation  of  the  growing  commerce  on  the  river. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $104  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1S76 60, 000  00 

60,104  59 
July  1, 1877|  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 43,201  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 16,902  92 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 258,024  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  IM,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  the  Appomattox  River^  Virginia. — The  operations  of 
the  year  have  not  been  extensive.    Work  for  widening  the  Puddledock 
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Channel  to  abont  100  feet  was  completed  August  31, 1876,  under  a  con- 
tract  of  December  31, 1875.  The  cut  is  now  suflaciently  wide,  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  and  has  a  depth  permitting  vessels  drawing  10^ 
feet  to  pass  with  ease.    The  old  channel  of  the  river  is  seldom  used. 

Since  the  allotment  in  September,  1876,  of  $15,000,  from  the  appro- 
priation of  $30,000,-  mad«  August  14, 1876,  work  has  been  confined  to 
raising  the  banks  of  the  new  channel  at  several  low  places,  where  the 
river  threatened  to  break  through  in  highfreshets.  This  was  completed 
in  June,  1877.    Nothing  further  seems  now  necessary  for  this  channel. 

Attention  will  next  be  given  at  an  early  day  to  the  portion  of  the 
river  between  the  city  of  Petersburg  and  the  upper  end  of  the  new 
channel. 

Joly  1,  1876,  amonnt  available « $7,613  17 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augast  14,  1876 30, 000  00 

37,613  17 
July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 22,043  08 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 15,571  09 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 83, 000  00 

Amount  that  ean  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JuneSO,  1879.      50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  Great  Kanawha  River,  West  Virginia. — At  the  close 
of  the  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  the  following  contracts  were  in  force : 
August  20, 1875,  for  building  lock  No.  5,  near  Brownstou ;  October  15, 
1875,  for  building  lock  No.  4,  near  Cabin  Greek  Shoal ;  March  28, 1876, 
for  building  the  dani,  abutment,  pier,  and  floor  of  a  navigation -pass  ad* 
iohting  lock  5. 

An  additional  appropriation  of  $270,000  was  made  by  the  act  of  Au- 
gust 14, 1876,  of  which  $15,000  became  available  in  September,  1876, 
8170,000  in  January,  1877,  and  the  remaining  $85,000  in  March,  1877. 
Additional  contracts  were  made  thereafter,  as  follows :  May  1, 1877, 
for  building  a  dam,  abutment,  pier,  and  floor  of  a  navigatiou-pass  ad- 
joining lock  No.  4 ;  and  May  23,  1877,  for  the  iron- work  of  the  pass  and 
wier  of  dam  5. 

Owing  to  an  unusual  frequency  of  freshets,  the  working  season  of 
1876  was  much  shortened,  and  operations  proportionally  delayed.  Ad- 
vantage was,  however,  taken  of  every  suitable  day  to  lay  masonry  in 
the  foundations.  Much  stone  and  other  material  has  been  prepared  and 
is  in  readiness  for  introduction  into  the  structures,  and  it  is  certainly 
exx>ected  that  they  will  be  well  advanced  before  the  close  of  1877,  un- 
less there  should  be  a  recurrence  of  the  freshets  which  were  so  frequent 
in  1876. 

Negotiations  are  in  progress,  under  the  direction  of  the  United  States 
district  attorney  for  West  Virginia,  for  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary 
site  for  lock  and  dam  No.  3,  near  the  mouth  of  Paint  Greek. 

In  continuation  of  the  plan  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  some  of 
the  worst  shoals  which  obstruct  navigation  at  points  not  affected  by  the 
permanent  works  now  in  hand,  a  small  sum  has  been  exi)ended  at  Bed 
House  Shoal.  It  has  not  been  considered  necessary  or  expedient  to 
make  expenditure  of  this  kind  at  any  other  point. 

A  series  of  observations  have  been  made  at  several  points  on  the  New 
Biver  below  the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  effect  of  freshets  in  the  New  Biver  upon  the  regimen  of  the 
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Kanawha.    Some  observations  have  also  been  made  on  the  Elk  River 
with  a  similar  object. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $271,460  49 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 270,000  00 

t541,460  49 

Jn  ly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 93, 875  85 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 25,266  47 

119,142  32 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 422,318  17 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing^  project 3,582,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      500, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  6.) 

7.  Improvement  of  New  River ^  from  the  lead-mines  in  Wythe  County j  Tir- 
giniaj  to  the  m^uth  of  the  Greenbrier  River ^  West  Virginia. — ^A  survey  of 
this  portion  of  the  New  Eiver  was  made  in  1872.  A  report  was  printed 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873.  Two  estimates 
were  submitted — one  looking  to  an  improvement  to  facilitate  the  navi- 
gation by  the  keel-boats  now  used,  at  a  cost  of  $100,000 ;  the  other  con- 
templating a  3foot  steamboat  navigation,  to  cost  $1,000,000. 

The  iirst  appropriation  for  the  work  was  $15,000,  August  14, 1876 ; 
but  it  was  not  made  available  until  May,  1877.  As  this  appropriation 
was  insufficient  for  a  general  improvement,  it  seemed  necessary  to  con- 
fine what  should  be  done  at  present  to  a  limited  portion  of  the  river, 
and  to  that  scheme  which  involved  the  least  expense,  viz,  for  the  keel- 
boats  now  in  use,  it  being  the  understanding  that  what  is  first  done  in 
the  smaller  improvement  should  be  arranged  with  a  view  to  its  utiliza- 
tion and  adaptation  some  future  day,  when  the  means  provided  shall 
suffice  to  enter  upon  the  improvement  of  the  river  for  light  steamboats. 

It  seemed  also  expedient  that  the  first  portions  of  the  river  treated 
should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Eiver  bridge,  in  order  to  facilitate 
commnnication  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  country  through  which  the 
river  fiows  with  an  existing  outlet  east  and  west — the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee Railroad — which  is  itself  in  connection  with  the  whole  system  of 
rail  and  water  intercommunication  of  the  country.  • 

It  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be  completed,  as  far  as  the  funds 
available  will  allow,  before  the  close  of  1877. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  tiscal  year 78  25 

July  1,1877,  amount  available... 14,921  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 85, 000  00 

Amount  tliat  can  be  profitably  expended  In  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  7.) 

8.  Improvement  of  tlie  Cape  Fear  River^  North  Carolina-. — Very  little 
could  be  done  in  this  important  work  during  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal 
year,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds.  An  appropriation  of  $132,500  was 
made  by  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  of  which  $110,000  became  avail- 
able toward  the  latter  part  of  September.  Proposals  for  stone  for  con- 
tinning  the  closing  work  at  IN'ew  Inlet  were  immediately  invited,  but  it 
became  expedient  to  reject  those  first  received,  and  a  second  call  was 
necessary.  The  lowest  of  the  new  bids  was  accepted,  but  the  delivery 
of  stone  could  not  be  commenced  until  some  time  in  January.  The 
contract  provided  for  the  delivery  of  45,000  cubic  yards.  Up  to  June 
30,  over  20,000  yards  had  been  put  upon  the  work  between  Zeke's  and 
Federal  Points,  bringing  ft  up  to  low- water  mark  for  about  two-fifths  of 
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its  length,  without,  however,  giving  it  the  full  width.  It  is  expected 
that  this  work  will  be  brought  up  to  the  level  of  low-water  throughout 
its  whole  length  by  the  end  of  1877. 

Dredging  should  be  resumed  on  the  Baldhead  Bar,  but  this  cannot 
be  done  until  the  suction-dredge  shall  have  been  repaired  and  some 
important  improvements  applied  to  her,  for  which  funds  are  not  now 
available. 

The  width  of  the  channel  at  the  "  Logs,"  which  is  now  130  feet,  should 
be  increased  to  250  feet.  More  dredging  will  be  required  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal,  when  the  closure  of  !New 
Inlet  shall  have  enabled  the  direction  of  the  portion  of  the  cut  opposite 
New  Inlet  to  be  more  certainly  defined. 

There  is  every  reason  to  expect  a  favorable  conclusion  to  this  im- 
provement at  no  distant  day,  if  sufQcient  funds  be  supplied  for  its  proper 
progress. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available 822,722  72 

Amount  api)ropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 132, 500  00 

$155,222  72 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  durinp:  fiscal  year 63, 434  12 

July  1,1877, outstanding  liabilities ^ 3,856  35 

67,290  47 

July  1  1877, amount  available 87,932  25 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 160, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  iiscal  year  ending  Juno  30, 1879.     160, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  8.) 

niPBOVEMENT  OF  THE  HAEBOBS  OF  WASHINGTON  AND  GEOEGETOWN, 
DISTEICT  OF  COLUMBIA  ;  OF  TBIBUTAEIES  OF  THE  LOWER  POTOMAC  ; 
OF  BAPPAHAlSfNOCK,  ELIZABETH,  AND  NANSEMOND  EIVEES,  VIBGINIA  J 
OF  RIVEES  IN  NOETH  CAEOLINA— IMPEOVEMENT  OF  NOEFOLK  HAE- 
BOR. 

Engineer  in  charge,  S.  T.  Abert,  United  States  Civil  Engineer. 

1.  Harbors  of  Washington  and  Oeorgetoicnj  District  of  Columbia. — 
The  work  of  removing  rocks  from  the  harbor  of  Georgetown,  which  was 
in  progress  at  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report,  was  continued  until 
August  15, 187C,  when  the  machinery  was  returned  to  the  James  Eiver 
improvement.  Three  of  the  most  dangerous  rocks  were  removed,  the 
amount  of  rock-excavation  being  522  cubic  yards. 

The  results  of  these  operations  will  be  found  in  detail  in  the  Appen- 
dix. 

The  main  ship-channel  of  the  river,  between  the  Virginia  draw  of  the 
Long  Bridge  and  Georgetown,  has  been  rapidly  filling  up  with  sand 
and  debris  brought  down  by  freshets.  The  preservation  of  a  navigable 
depth  through  this  channel  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  Cumberland 
coal  trade  of  Georgetown,  in  which  numerous  vessels  are  engaged,  and 
an  estimate  has  been  prepared  by  the  engineer  in  charge  for  dredging 
a  channel  250  feet  wide  and  18  feet  deep  at  low-water.  The  amount 
required  for  this  purpose  is  $42,233. 

The  Washington  Channel  along  the  immediate  city  front,  between 
the  arsenal  and  the  Washington  draw  of  the  Long  Bridge,  has  become 
so  shoal  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  the  trade  of  the  city.  As  the 
channel  is  the  only  one  by  which  steamboats  and  shipping  can  reach 
the  city  wharves,  it  should  be  deepened  and  widened  to  meet  the  wants 
of  navigation. 
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The  estimate  for  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  low- 
water  is  $57,640. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available (9,441  87 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,585  25 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available  2,856  62 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 100, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876.  100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  1.) 

2.  Accotink  Greeks  Virginia'. — No  work  has  been  done  daring  the  year, 
as  no  funds  have  been  available. 

The  amount  required  to  complete  the  work  according  to  the  original 
estimate  Is  $14,000. 
(See  Appendix  G  2.) 

3.  Occoqimn  River,  FtV^nui.— As  no  appropriation  has  been  made  for 
this  river,  no  work  could  be  done.  The  channel  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  which  has  been  partially  re-excavated,  should  be  completed.  It 
is  estimated  by  the  engineer  in  charge  that  $5,000  will  be  required  for 
this  work,  and  $5,000  for  the  construction  of  a  dike  at  the  bar  near 
Occoquan. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $422  01 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 220  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 202  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^9.  10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  3.) 

4.  Aquiu  Oreeij  Virginia. — 'So  funds  have  been  available  for  this 
work  during  the  year.  The  estimate  for  its  completion  is,  as  in  last 
annual  report,  $14,500. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  ...^ $14, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1 879 .     14, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  G  4.) 

5.  Somini  Creek j  Virginia. — The  dredging  operations  were  resumed 
August  16,  1876,  and  suspended  September  5,  when  the  funds  were 
exhausted.  The  channel  was  found  to  be. in  good  condition,  but  should 
be  further  widened,  as,  owing  to  its  exposed  position,  it  is  subject  to 
deposits  of  sand  from  the  action  of  the  tidal  currents  and  winds. 

The  improvement  has  been  of  much  value  to  the  trade  of  the  adjacent 
country. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,853  23 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,853  23 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ....     7, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 . .    7, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  G  5.) 

6.  Rappahannock  River,  Virginia. — The  dredging  operations  at  Fred- 
ericksburg have  been  continued  under  the  appropriation  of  810,000 
made  August  14, 1876,  and  a  dike  has  been  constructed  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  below  the  steamboat  wharf. 

Owing  to  the  continued  deposits  from  freshets  an  annual  appropria- 
tion of  $7,500  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  be  required 
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for  dredjpng,  aDd  during  tlio  next  year  $8,000  for  building  a  dike  for 
the  deposit  of  the  dredged  material,  as  the  present  dikes  are  full. 

July  1,  1876,  amoniit  available $400  75 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  ld76 10,000  00 

$10,400  75 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 4HI  74 

July  1, 1877,  outBtrtudiug  liabiUtiea 631  62 

8, 113  36 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,287  39 

Ainonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 59, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     15, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  G  6.) 

7.  Ulizaheth  Riverj  Virginia, — The  contract  for  the  work  under  the 
appropriation  of  $5,000  made  by  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  has  been 
awarded.  The  work  proposed  is  widening  the  "gap"  about  one  mile 
below  the  lock  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  and  dredging  a 
"cnt-off '^  near  the  lock  to  facilitate  the  entrance  of  vessels. 

Some  further  dredging  is  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  navigation, 
for  which  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  recommended. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $118  02 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

5, 118  02 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 128  13 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,989  89 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  7.) 

8.  Norfolk  Harbor^  Virginia. — An  appropriation  of  $35,000  was  made 
in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14,  1876,  for  the  improvement  of 
this  harbor,  the  work  proposed  being  dredging  a  channel  through  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  southern  branch  of  Elizabeth  Biver.  For  the 
continuation  of  this  work  and  for  the  removal  of  wrecks  $25,000  are 
asked  by  the  engineer  in  charge. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $35, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 289  15 

Jaly  1,1877,  amount  available 34,710  85 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  8.) 

9.  Nansemond  Biver^  Virginia. — The  appropriation  of  $5,000,  made 
Angnst  14,  1876,  will  be  expended  in  widening  the  channel  at  Suffolk, 
dredging  a  channel  through  Shingle  Creek  Bar,  a  short  distance  below 
Suffolk,  and  repairing  a  part  of  the  old  dike  at  Western  Branch  Bar. 
For  the  completion  of  the  work  $2,000  will  be  needed. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $87  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5,000  00 

5,087  59 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 347  07 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 4,740  52 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    2, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  9.) 

5e 
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10.  Pamplico  River^  North  Carolina. — An  appropriation  of  $15,000  for 
the  improvement  of  this  river  was  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
Aagust  14, 1876,  and  the  work  is  now  under  contract. 

The  operations  proposed  are,  dredging  near  the  town  of  Washington, 
and  the  removal  of  pile  obstructions  at  Hill's  Point,  about  6  miles  below 
Washington. 

Owing  to  the  advantageous  prices  at  which  the  work  was  let,  the 
present  appropriation  will  be  sufficient  for  the  proposed  improvement. 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagast  14, 1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 363  96 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available --     14,636  04 

(See  Appendix  G  10.) 

11.  Roanohe  Riverj  North  Carolina. — ^The  improvement  of  this  river 
has  been  discontinued  for  want  of  funds.  The  operations  of  the  year 
were  seriously  delayed  by  freshets  and  the  sickness  of  the  contractor's 
men,  the  river  being  very  unhealthy. 

If  the  work  of  removing  snags  is  resumed,  the  engineer  in  charge 
estimates  that  $4,000  will  be  needed.  The  trade  of  the  river  does  not 
seem  to  warrant  its  present  improvement,  as  at  first  proposed. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $5,282  63 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,100  65 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 181  98 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 222, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisoal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.        4, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Gil.)! 

12.  Perquimans  River ^  North  Carolina. — The  snag-boats  and  machinery 
heretofore  employed  on  the  Koanoke  Biver  have  been  transferred  to  this 
river,  and  the  *stumps,  &c.,  obstructing  the  channel  are  now  being 
removed  by  hired  labor,  this  method  being  more  economical  than  by 
contract. 

No  further  appropriation  will  be  required. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $2, 500  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 345  86 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,154  14 

(See  Appendix  G  12.) 

13.  French  Broad  River j  North  Carolina. — In  the  river  and  harbor  act 
approved  August  14, 1876,  an  appropriation  of  <10,000  was  made  for 
this  river.'  As  no  instrumental  survey  of  the  river  has  ever  been  made, 
such  a  survey  has  been  authorized  in  order  to  obtain  the  data  necessary 
for  preparing  a  detailed  project  and  estimate  for  the  improvement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10,000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 10,000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  13.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS  ON  THE  COAST  OP 
SOUTH  CAROLINA,  GEORGIA,  AND  THE  ATLANTIC  COAST  OP  PLOR- 
IDA. 

Officer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
having  under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  James  0.  Post,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina. — The  operations 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  have  Been  confined  to  the  Beach  Channel 
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entrance,  along  the  Snilivan's  Island  shore.  It  was  found  last  fall  that 
the  channel  had  unexpectedly  shoaled  in  the  western  portion  of  it  to  5.1 
feet  mean  low-water.  To  remedy  this,  and,  if  possible,  secure  at  least 
the  former  depth  of  13  feet  by  the  natural  scour  resulting  from  an  in- 
creased flow  of  water,  it  was  determined  to  lower  the  height  of  Bowman 
jetty  to  mean  low- water  for  some,  distance  for  the  outer  end.  In  the 
execution  of  this  work,  185  linear  feet  have  been  lowered  to  mean  low- 
water  and  205  linear  feet  to  2  feet  above  mean  low-water.  The  result,  as 
'  ascertained  by  soundings  taken  June  25,  has  been  a  deepening  of  the 
shoal  part  of  the  channel  to  14  feet  mean  low-water.  The  work  upon 
the  jetty  has  been  suspended  for  the  present,  pending  a  detailed  survey 
of  the  channel  which  has  been  ordered. 

The  United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden  removed  680  cubic 
yards  of  material  from  the  channel  last  autumn ;  but  her  work  there  was 
suspended  in  consequence  of  the  shoaling  above  referred  to,  and  has  not 
yet  been  renewed. 

It  is  proposed  to  expend  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriation 
either  in  dredging  in  Beach  Gbannel  or  in  lowering  an  additional  por- 
tion of  the  jetty  to  low-water  level,  or  by  dividing  it  between  these  two 
works,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  expedient  after  the  completion  of  the 
survey. 

In  consequence  of  peculiar  and  necessarily  unforeseen  causes,  which 
are  explained  in  the  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  the  sum  thus  far 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  Charleston  Harbor  has  exceeded  the 
original  estimate  by  nearly  12  per  cent.  Another  small  appropriation 
will,  it  is  hoped,  suffice. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,008  80 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10,000  00 

$11, 008  80 

Jaly  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,640  09 

Jaly  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,306  64 

4,946  73 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,062  07 

■  ■        '    -'  w 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  5,  OUO  00 

(See  Appendix  H  1.) ' 

2.  Improve^nent  of  Sa^vannah  River  and  Harbor^  Georgia, — During  the 
last  fiscal  year  work  has  been  carried  on  iu  five  localities,  as  follows: 

1.  On  the  temporary  dam  at  Cross  Tides  work  was  resumed  March  6, 
it  having  been  stopped  the  previous  May  by  an  injunction  from  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  was  found  to  have  been  im- 
paired and  weakened  to  some  extent  during  the  suspension  of  opera- 
tions. On  the  22d  of  April,  a  freshet,  bringing  with  it  a  large  quantity 
of  drift  material,  destroyed  186  linear  feet  of  the  unfinished  portion 
nearest  mid-channel.  It  was  deemed  best  not  to  resume  work  upon  it, 
beyond  what  was  necessary  to  secure  it  from  further  damage,  until  an 
additional  appropriation  was  made,  so  that  the  work  of  enlarging  the 
water-way  below  the  Cross  Tides,  to  provide  for  the  free  flow  of  the 
increased  volume  of  water  which  the  finished  dam  would  divert  into 
Front  River  could  be  carried  on  simultaneously  with  the  work  upon  the 
dam.  ' 

2.  In  order  to  aid  the  ebb-flow  into  Front  River  and  relieve  the  press- 
ure on  the  dam,  the  water-way  between  King's  and  Hutchinson's  Isl- 
ands was  enlarged  by  making  a  cut  60  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep.  In 
doing  this,  25,047  cubic  yards  of  material  were  removed  by  dredging. 
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3.  From  the  new  channel  alonjj  the  Georgia  shore,  near  "  The  Wrecks," 
315,181)  cubic  ^  aids  of  matiiiHl  veto  removul  by  c!r(Ml^in<r.  Induing 
this,  one  thionj^h-cut  6.«s79  itc't  long,  24  teet  wide,  and  15  feet  deep  at 
mean  low-water  whs  completed,  and  two  other  cnts  were  under  way  at 
the  close  of  the  fi.scal  year.  The  through-cut,  by  tlowing  in  from  the 
Bides,  was  wiiiened  to  no  feet  and  hhoahd  to  12  Jret,  mean  Inw-water. 
A  crib-work  obstiuctiou  wasifniovetliiom  the  Bonth  Mdeot  this  channel. 
Under  existing  agreements,  with  the  fuuds  available,  it  is  expected  that 
a  channel  120  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep,  mean  low-water,  giving  nearly 
20  feet  at  ordinary  high-water,  will  be  secured  by  the  commencement  of 
the  coming  cotton-shipping  season. 

4.  Southwest  of  the  Oyster  Bed  light,  12,012  cubic  yards  of  materials 
were  removed  by  dredging,  increasing  the  width  of  the  channel  at  that 
point  to  400  feet  between  the  13-foot  curves.  The  shoaling  at  this  point 
is  attributed  to  a  wreck  or  part  of  wreck  which  lies  buried  in  the  sand. 

5.  In  the  dredged  channel,  northeast  of  Fort  Palaski,  the  shoaling 
mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report  has  continued,  due,  perhaps,  to  the 
obstruction  near  the  Oyster  Bed  light  mentioned  above.  Six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-five  cubic  yards  of  materials  were  removed  by 
dredging,  which  deepened  the  channel  to  12^  feet,  mean  low-water. 
Shoaling  to  some  extent  has  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  river 
where  dredging  was  previously  done,  but  not  enough  to  require  dredging. 
The  balance  of  the  existing  appropriation  will  be  expended  in  dredging 
in  the  new  channel  along  the  south  -shore  of  the  river  near  "The 
Wrecks." 

The  work  recommended  to  be  done  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  for 
which  an  appropriation  is  requested,  is  as  follows: 

A.  To  finish  the  dam  at  Cross  Tides. 

B.  To  increase  the  area  of  water-way  at  contracted  points  below  Gross 
Tides,  so  as  to  allow  a  free  flow  of  the  increased  volume  of  water  ex- 
pected to  be  secured  by  the  dam. 

0.  To  remove  a  portion  of  the  outer  end  of  the  old  jetty  at  King's 
Island,  which  now  acts  as  an  obstruction. 

D.  To  continue  the  dredging  in  the  new  channel,  at  "  The  Wrecks," 
to  a  mean  low- water  depth  of  14^  feet,  and  to  a  suitable  width. 

E.  To  remove  the  wreck  or  portion  of  wreck  near  Oyster  Bed  light, 
and  perhaps  do  some  dredging  at  that  point. 

F.  To  restore  the  originally  dredged  depth  of  14^  feet,  mean  low- 
water,  to  the  channel  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski,  if  necessary. 

G.  To  dredge  at  other  points,  if  found  to  be  necessary. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $3,771  81 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagust  14,  m76 62,000  00 

$65,771  81 

Jaly  1|  1877,  amonnt  expended  daring  fiscal  year 28, 634  49 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,285  17 

37,919  66 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 27,852  15 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 299, 320  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1879 .    150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  H  2.) 

3.  Improvetnent  of  inHde  passage  between  the  Saint  John^s  River  and 
FemaTidina,  Florida. — No  work  was  done  upon  this  passage  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds.  The  channel,  40  feet  wide  and  4 
feet  deep,  opened  through  the  shoals  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1876,  was  examined  during  the  past  month,  so  far  as  an  examination 
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conld  be  made  while  passing^  throa^h  it  on  a  steamer.  It  was  found 
that  shoaling  had  taken  place  to  some  extent  in  Gannison's  Cut,  and 
also  at  the  confluence  of  Sister^s  Creek  with  the  Saint  John's  River, 
Two  weekly  freight  lines  between  Fernandina  and  the  Sainf  John's 
Eiver  now  use  this  passage,  and  it  is  deemed  important  to  provide  for 
its  enlargement. 

Araoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project.. 8 160, 000  to  $370,000 
Amount  that  can  be  prutitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879..      25, 000 

(See  Appendix  H  3.) 

4,  8aint  Augustine  CreeJcy  (Uiunderholt  River ^)  Georgia, — ^This  river 
constitutes  part  of  the  inside  passage  between  the  Savannah  Biver  and 
Wassaw  Sound,  and  is  used  by  smalr  freight  and  passenger  steamers 
plying  between  Savannah  and  Brunswick,  Darien,  Fernandina,  and  the 
Saint  John's  Biver. 

The  only  improvement  that  is  recommended  is  the  removal  of  a  single 
dangerous  obstruction,  consisting  of  a  large  timber  dry-dock  sunk  there 
during  the  civil  war,  which  lies  directly  in  the  channel. 

No  appropriation  was  ever  made  by  Congress  for  the  improvement  of 
this  stream. 
Appropriation  recommended  for  thid  purpose f5,000  00 

(See  Appendix  H  4.) 

EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  January  9, 1877,  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  "to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  information 
in  his  possession  concerning  a  water-line  of  transportation  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Saint  Marjfs  River ^  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida^ 
through  Okefenokee  Swampj  and  through  the  State  of  Florida  to  some  suit- 
able point  on  the  Oulf  of  Meanco^  embracing  the  probable  nature  and  char- 
acter of  such  a  water-line,  and  the  extent  of  cojintry  and  population  to 
be  benefited  by  its  construction,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
necessary  surveys  or  examinations  therefor,"  a  report  from  Lieut.  Col. 
Q.  A.  Gillmore,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  whom  the  resolution  was  referred, 
was  transmitted  to  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  and  printed  as  Senate 
Ex.  Doc.  No.  22,  44th  Congress,  2d  session. 

(See  Appendix  H  6.)  i 

GULF   OF  MEXICO. 

IMPBOYEMENT  OF  THE  HARBORS  OF  MOBILE,  ALABAMA,  AND  OF  PEN* 
SAGOLA  AND  CEDAR  KEYS,  FLORIDA — ^IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  NAVI- 
GATION OF  OHOCTAWHATOHEE,  APALACHICOLA,  CHATTAHOOOHEEt 
AND  FLINT  RIVERS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  A.  N.  Damrell,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Mobile^  Alabama. — This  work  has  been  com- 
pleted in  accordance  with  adopted  plan.  A  channel  has  been  cut  through 
Dpg  Biver  Bar  200  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep,  and  through  Choctaw 
Pass  300  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  The  estimated 
cost  in  1870  was  $666,800;  as  revised  later  in  the  same  year,  with  some 
modifications  in  ]>lan,  $774,315.52;  as  revised  in  1873,  with  some  further 
modifications,  $589,237.19.  The  actual  cost,  including  $70,550  expended 
by  the  Alabama  State  harbor  board,  is  $460,719.55. 

Redaction  in  cost  below  estimates  is  due  to  successive  declines  in  con- 
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tract-prices  for  dredging  under  the  different  appropriations  below  earlier 
and  estimated  prices. 

The  officer  in  charge  considers  a  new  plan  of  improvement,  demanded 
by  the  commercial  necessities  of  the  port  of  Mobile,  whereby  all  ves- 
sels crossing  the  outer  bar,  which  has  21  feet  of  water  on  it  at  mean 
low-tide,  may  pass  up  to  the  wharves  of  the  city,  and  recommends  an 
appropriation  of  $10,000  to  be  nsed  in  making  the  necessary  surveys  for 
determining,  if  the  project  is  feasible,  and  the  best  plan,  and  commenc- 
ing the  work  after  these  matters  are  properly  determined.  Appropria- 
tion asked  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879, 
$10,000. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ? $16,265  83 

July  1, 1877|  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12,250  26 

July  1|  1877,  amount  available 4,015  57 

(See  Appendix  1 1.) 

2.  Removal  of  obstructions  at  the  entrance  to  ihe  harbor  of  Fensacolay 
Florida. — ^The  attention  of  this  office  has  been  called  to  the  importance 
of  an  examination  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  removing  certain  wrecks  near 
the  entrance  to  Pensacola  Harbor,  which  at  present  endanger  the  pas- 
sage of  the  larger  class  of  vessels  entering  that  port. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  improvements  in  that  section  estimates  the 
cost  of  such  examination  at  $1,500,  and  the  probable  cost  of  removing 
the  obstructions  at  $20,000. 

(See  Appendix  1 2.) 

3.  Improvement  oftheharborof  Cedar  Keysj  Florida. — Nothing  wasdone 
on  this  work  during  the  year  for  want  of  funds.  A  contract  for  dredg- 
ing, in  continuation  of  the  improvement,  was  made  June  1,  1877.  Un- 
der this  contract  the  work  will  be  continued  during  the  next  fiscal  year, 
as  far  as  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  of  August  14, 1876,  will  allow. 

Appropriation  asked  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1879,  $50,000. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $4  95 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10,004  95 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21  30 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,983  65 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 101, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Choctawhatchee River ^  Alabama  and  Florida. — Work 
on  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  carried  on.  during  part  of  the 
month  of  May  and  the  whole  of  June.  It  consisted  in  the  removal  of 
snags  and  sunken  logs  and  overhanging  trees.  Seventy-five  milps  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  river  have  been  kept  in  fair  boating  condition. 

After  the  present  season's  work  there  will  remain,  to  complete  the 
improvement,  the  cutting  of  a  channel  through  Half-Moon  Bluff  Shoal, 
about  130  miles  from  the  month,  and  another  al>out  4  miles  below  Ge- 
neva, each  from  200  to  300  feet  long,  composed  of  large  blocks  of  lime- 
stone, and  the  removal  of  three  wrecks  and  such  snags  asj/nay  accuma- 
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late  after  the  cessation  of  work,  for  which  the  officer  in  charge  asks  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879,  $19,000. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amoant  available $284  93 

AmooDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  A^ngast  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

6,284  93 
Jnly  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,498  55 

Joly  1,  1877,  amount  available 2,786  38 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 19, 332  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .       19, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Appalachioola  River^  Florida. — ^Work  was  prose- 
cated  on  this  river  during  December,  1876,  and  January,  1877,  and  con- 
sisted in  the  removal  of  a  large  raft  at  the  lower  end,  and  of  several 
large  stumps  at  the  upper  end  of  Moccasin  Slough. 

It  is  intended,  during  the  next  year,  to  enlarge  and  straighten  the 
channel  through  the  slough  and  at  its  two  ends,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
successive  accumulation  of  rafts  which  now  occur. 

The  greater  portion  of  this  work  was  not  anticipated  last  year,  but 
its  necessity  has  since  been  shown. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000  is  asked  for  by  the  officer  in  charge  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available (8,555  50 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year - 3, 778  59 

Jnly  1,  1877,  amount  available 4,776  91 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endingJune  30, 1879 .      20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  I  5.) 

6.  Improveyneni  of  Chattahoochee  and  Flint  Rivers j  Georgia, — This  work 
was  continued  during  the  year  as  follows :  A  large  number  of  snags  and 
overhanging  trees  were  removed ;  the  head  of  the  jetty  at  Wolfax  Bar 
was  protected  by  rock  riprap;  the  breakwater  on  the  Georgia  side  at 
the  same  bar  w-as  extended  560  feet  down.  A  channel  60  feet  wide  and 
4  feet  deep  was  made  through  Little  lichee  Shoal,  by  blasting.  A 
channel  55  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  was  obtained  through  Slick  Bluft 
Shoals  by  the  same  means,  and  the  Middle  Kock,  a  little  below,  was 
partially  removed. 

Extensive  repairs  were  made  to  the  steam  snag-boat  Clara  Dunning, 
and  minor  repairs  were  made  on  the  blasting-boat  and  tender. 

It  is  proposed  during  next  year  to  complete  the  work  at  Slick  Bluflf 
and  Middle  Bock,  and  then  to  continue  work  on  the  worst  bars  on  the 
Chattahoochee  Biver,  as  Hardridge's  Shoals  and  King's  Bock. 

An  appropriation  of  $50,000  is  asked  for  by  the  officer  in  charge  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

Joly  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $27,603  06 

Amoani  appropriated  by  act  approved  AnguBt  14,  lti76 20, 000  00 

47,603  06 
Jaly  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 22, 037  97 


Jnly  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 25,565  09 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 260, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .  50, 000  OQ 

(See  Appendix  I  6.) 
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7.  Improvement  of  Black  Warrior'  and  Tomhigbee  Rivers^  Alabama. — 
Operations  were  continued  on  this  improvement  principally  below  the 
point  to  which  the  work  had  been  previously  carried. 

The  working  season  was  reduced  by  various  causes  to  about  six 
months.  During  that  time  twelve  bars  were  improved  by  the  construc- 
tion of  5,076  linear  feet  of  jetties  and  the  removal  of  688  snags.  The 
whole  number  of  snags  removed  was  798. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  eflfected,  but  a  portion  still  remains  to 
be  opened  before  the  full  benefit  of  the  work  already  done  can  be  had. 

Jaly  1,  1876,  amount  available $5,118  08 

Amoant  appropriated  by  fic t  approved  August  14, 1876 16, 000  00 

20, 118  08 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14,655  04 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available ;. 5,463  04 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 132, 603  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  1 7.) 

IMPEOVEMBNT  OP  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER;  OF  THE 
ENTRANCE  TO  GALVESTON  HARBOR;  OP  SABINE  PASS;  OF  THE 
SHIP-CHANNEL  IN  GALVESTON  BAY ;  AND  OF  PASS  CAVALLO,  INLET 
TO  MATAGORDA  BAY,  TEXAS. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  C.  W.  Howell,  Corps  of  Eugineera,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  at  Southwest 
Pa^s. — ^The  work  of  improvement  at  the  Sonthwest  Pass,  by  dredging, 
was  continued  as  heretofore,  and  with  favorable  results. 

The  channel  has  been  maintained  at  a  qnite  uniform  depth,  and  while 
vessels  have  saiSered  detention,  mainly  from  improper  handling,  there 
has  beeu  none  such  as  marked  the  early  years  of  the  work. 

The  large  number  of  deep-draaght  vessels  using  the  dredged  channel 
during  the  past  year,  together  with  the  large  amount  of  cotton  aud  grain 
carried  by  them,  partially  indicate  the  benefits  commerce  has  derived 
from  the  work,  without  which  it  is  thought  commerce  mast  have  sus- 
tained serious  loss  from  lack  of  reliable  outlet  to  the  sea. 

During  the  year,  surveys,  current-measurements,  and  observations 
for  material  carried  in  suspension  and  for  volume  of  discharge  have 
been  made  in  the  river  and  its  various  passes,  the  arrangement,  com- 
parison, and  compilation  of  which  are  not  yet  completed.  Should  dredg- 
ing be  continued  throughout  the  present  fiscal  year,  the  dredge-boats 
belonging  to  the  work  will  require  extensive  repairs.  Therefore,  although 
means  are  provided  for  work  during  the  first  one-third  of  the  year,  the 
amount  found  to  be  an  average  of  several  years'  expenses  is  resubmit- 
ted as  the  estimate  for  the  year. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  officer  in  charge,  who  has  made  the  subject 
of  an  improved  outlet  to  the  Mississippi  Biver  a  study  for  over  eight 
years,  presents  facts  and  conclusions  of  interest,  to  which  attention  is 
invited. 
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Whole  amount  appropriated $1,327,224  38 

Whole  amoant  expended 1,310.539  63 

Jnlyl,  1876,  amount  available $22,894  Oi 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  AagUBt  14,  1876 100,000  00 

122,894  04 

July  1,  1877,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 106,209  49 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,923  77 

112, 133  26 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 10,760  78 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     150, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  J  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  entrance  to  Galveston  Harbor ^  Texas. — Owing  to  re- 
tention of  appropriation  for  this  work,  its  prosecution  toward  completion 
has  been  greatly  retarded  daring  the  year.  From  this  cause  operations 
were  suspended  early  in  July,  1876,  and  not  resumed  until  the  middle 
of  September,  when  a  small  portion  of  the  appropriation  was  made 
available.  But  the  most  favorable  season  for  construction  of  the  gab- 
ionade had  passed  away  during  suspension,  and  upon  resumption  of  the 
work  operations  were  confined  to  the  collection  of  material,  its  manu- 
facture into  gabions,  mats,  &c.,  &c.,  required  in  the  work  of  construction, 
the  procurement  of  machinery,  and  the  repair  and  improvement  of  plant, 
and  completion  of  buildings  required  on  the  work. 

In  January,  the  allotment  from  the  appropriation  for  the  work  being 
exhausted,  operations  were  again  suspended.  Upon  release  of  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation,  in  February,  work  was  resumed  and  continued 
throughout  the  year. 

Work  of  construction  was  also  delayed  by  unusually  stormy  weather 
during  the  spring  and  early  summer. 

During  the  year  Fort  Point  gabionade  was  extended  1,000  feet.  The 
effect  of  that  structure  has  been  to  maintain  a  depth  of  water  over  the 
bar  at  mean  low-tide  of  from  15f  feet  in  September,  1876,  to  10|  feet  in 
May,  1877,  with  increasing  improvement,  as  shown  by  the  report  for  June. 

This  improvement  it  is  expected  will  be  accelerated  upon  completion 
of  repairs  to  the  Fort  Point  breakwater,  a  large  portion  of  which  was 
destroyed  by  the  storm  of  September,  1875.  This  work  has  been  delayed 
in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  suitable  piles 
and  the  obstructions  met  with  in  placing  them  in  the  breakwater. 

Work  of  construction  on  the  Bolivar  Point  gabionade  has  consisted 
in  placing  piling  which  is  to  run  out  to  water  deep  enough  to  sink  gab- 
ions and  in  constructing  172  feet  of  gabionade. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  construction  at  this  point  until  a  depth  of 
channel  over  the  outer  bar  is  obtained  equal  to  that  over  the  inner  bar» 

The  officer  in  charge  reports  that,  in  consequence  of  additions  to 
strengthen  the  gabions,  the  cost  of  their  manufacture  has  been  increased, 
as  also  has  the  cost  of  construction,  beyond  his  original  estimate. 

The  estimate  of  cost  of  manufacture  was  based  upon  experimental 
work  ordered  for  that  purpose  before  the  work  at  Galveston  was  com- 
menced. 

The  placing  of  mats  underneath,  at  the  sides,  and  in  front  of  the  gab- 
ions (not  contemplated  in  original  estimate)  has  increased  the  cost  of 
construction,  but  it  is  thought  that  the  saving  in  settlement  from  their 
use  will  obviate  the  necessity  for  several  rows  of  gabions,  as  was  at  first 
designed,  and  that  two  rows,  at  most,  will  answer  instead. 

The  effects  produced  by  the  work  on  the  inner  bar  lead  to  the  belief 
that  the  gabionade  at  Bolivar  Point  need  not  be  extended  as  far  as  waa 
designed  to  produce  the  result  desired. 
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Should  the  above  saving  in  construction  be  realized,  it  may  balance 
its  increased  cost  and  the  increased  cost  of  mannfactare,  and  thus  per- 
mit the  completion  of  the  work  with  the  amount  provided  for  in  the 
revised  estimate. 

To  provide  against  possible  suspensions  in  future,  and  consequent 
increased  cost  of  the  work,  it  is  recommended  that  the  balance  of  the 
estimate  for  its  completion  be  made  available  during  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Ori^nal  estimate $1,259,446  43 

Revised  estimate 559,740  00 

Whole  amoant  appropriated 352,000  00 

Whole  amoant  expended 307,935  47 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  avaUable $18,749  98 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 142,000  00 

'  160, 749  98 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 116, 685  45 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities.. w 8,011  93 

124,697  38 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 36,052  60 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 207, 740  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  2.) 

3.  Gontinuation  of  the  ivorlc  on  tJie  ship-channel  in  Oalveston  Bay,  be- 
tween Bed  Fish  Bar  and  Morgan^s  Potn^.—Oongress,  by  act  approved 
August  14, 1876,  appropriated  f  72,000  for  this  work,  which  amount  was 
made  available  April  25, 1877. 

In  section  2  of  the  above-mentioned  act  Congress  also  directed  that  a 
"  survey  for  a  ship-channel  thf'ough  Galveston  Bay,  beginning  at  12 
feet  water  in  the  mouth  of  the  San  Jacinto  River  and  running  out  of 
the  mouth  of  said  river  east  of  Morgan's  Point  to  the  present  channel 
through  EedFish  Bar,  thence  through  the  same,  extending  through 
Galveston  Harbor,  passing  west  of  Half-Moon  Shoals  and  Pelican 
Island,  and  to  12  feet  water  in  Galveston  Channel ;  and  to  cause  an  es- 
timate of  the  cost  of  the  same  to  be  made,  and  of  the  comparative  merits  . 
of  the  same,  with  the  route  to  the  head  of  Bolivar  channel,  and  of  the 
effects  of  the  completion  of  each  of  said  channels  on  the  Galveston  Har- 
bor as  to  shoaling  or  deepening  the  same."        #  •  *         ♦ 

As  the  selection  of  a  line  through  Galveston  Bay  upon  which  to  com- 
mence work  with  the  appropriation  available  before  the  survey  was 
completed  would  have  anticipated  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  the 
results  of  the  survey,  it  was  recommended  that  decision  upon  which 
line  the  appropriation  for  continuing  the  work  on  the  ship-channel 
should  be  expended  be  deferred  until  the  final  report  upon  the  survey 
was  made  and  the  future  action  of  Congress  thereon  was  known. 

This  recommendation  (see  Appendix  J  3)  was  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

The  survey  is  now  completed,  and  the  report  thereon  is  submitted 
herewith,  together  with  the  report  of  a  board  of  engineer  officer^  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  question  of  location  of  the  pro- 
posed channel.  "^ 

Whole  amount  appropriated $97,000  00 

Whole  amount  expended 25,000  00 

Amoant  appropriated  by  ae t  approved  August  14, 1676 72, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  avaUable 72,000  00' 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .  150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  3.) 
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4.  Survey  for  a  ship^hannel  through  Galreeton  Bay,  Texas. — This  sar- 
vey  was  ordered  by  aet  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  ascertaiuiug  tbe  comparative  merits  of  the  difterent  routes 
through  Galveston  Bay,  described  iu  section  2  of  the  above  act,  and 
'<  the^effects  of  the  completion  of  each  of  said  channels  on  the  Oalveston 
Harbor  as  to  shoaling  or  deepening  the  same." 

The  snrvey  has  been  completed,  and  the  report  thereon  is  submitted 
herewith. 

AmouDt  appropriat;ed  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

Jaly  1,  1877,  amount  expended  dariDg  fiscal  year 8,589  64 

July  1, 1877,  amonot  available 1,410  36 

(See  Appendix  J  4.) 

P  !5.  Improving  Sabine  Pass,  Texas. — ^Tbe  contractors  for  this  work  under 
the  appropriation  approved  March  3, 1875,  abandoned  their  contract, 
(during  the  year,)  which  has  been  annulled,  and  under  an  appropriation 
of  $38,000  for  the  work,  approved  August  14,  1876,  together  with  the 
balance  of  appropriation  for  1875,  proposals  for  the  work  of  dredging 
have  been  invited  by  advertisement 

OrigiDal  estimated  cost $87,513  90 

Whole  amount  appropriated 58,000  00 

Whole  amount  expended 6,225  58 

Revised  estimate  for  a  15-foot  channel 176,071  00 

Balance  required  to  complete  a  15-foot  channel 118,071  00 

Revised  estimate  for  a  20-foot  channel 390, 317  00 

Balance  required  to  complete  a  20-foot  channel  ...1 332,317  00 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $16,658  84 

Amount  appropriated  hy  act  approved  August  14,  1876 38,000  00 

,  54, 658  84 

July  1, 1877,  amount  exi>ended  during  fiscal  year 2, 884  42 

July  1,  ld77,  outstanding  liabilities 1,285  00 

» —        4, 169  42 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 50,489  42 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  for  12-foot   . 

channel   47,026  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      47, 026  00 

(See  Appendix  J  5.) 

6.  Improvement  to  Pass  Cavallo,  inlet  to  Matagorda  Bay^  Texas. — By 
act  of  CoDgress^  approved  August  I49  1876,  $20,000  was  appropriated 
for  this  work. 

As  this  amount  is  inadequate  for  even  a  commencement  of  the  work 
without  imminent  risk  of  serious  loss,  it  was  recommended  by  me  (see 
Appendix  J  6)  that  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  be  suspended  to 
await  the  future  action  of  Congress,  which  recommendation  was  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  War.  • 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $20, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 20,000  00 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 695, 325  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1K79 .  130, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  6.) 

PROTECTION   OF    THE   BIVEE-BANKS    AT    FOET    BROWN,  TEXAS,  FROM 
EMGBOACHMENT  OF  THE  BIO  GBANDG. 

Officer  in  charge,  Gapt.  James  F.  Gregory,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  aet  making  appropriations  for  the  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 1877,  contained  an  ap- 
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propriation  of  $10,000  for  a  work  necessary  for  this  purpose,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

In  accordance^  therewith,  a  pile  jetty  or  breakwater  has  been  built  for 
the  protection  of  about  500  feet  of  the  river-front  near  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  post.  ' 

The  work  is  designed  to  arrest  the  progress  of  encroachment  which 
threatens  not  only  to  destroy  some  of  the  most  valuable  buildings  at  the 
post,  but  to  break  through  into  the  lagoon,  which  would  entirely  change 
the  channel  of  the  river,  and  leave  the  greater  part  of  the  post  on  the 
opposite  side  of  its  channel. 

Ko  further  recommendation  with  reference  to  protection  can  be  made 
until  the  eil'ect  of  the  next  high  water  shall  be  seen  upon  the  work,  and 
the  banks  immediately  above  and  below  it. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  July  31, 1876,  making  appropria- 
tions for  Biindry  civil  expenses  of  tiie  Grovemment  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1877,  &o $10,000  OO 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 197  5^ 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 2,802  41 

(See  Appendix  K.) 

WESTERN  RIVERS. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  OUACHITA  AND  YAZOO  RIVERS— REMOVAL  OP  REI> 
RIVER  RAPT — IMPROVEMENT  OP  TONE'S  AND  CYPRESS  BAYOUS, 
RED  RIVER — SURVEY  POR  THE  PRESERVATION  OF  THE  PORT  OP 
MEMPHIS— WATER-GAUGES  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  AND  ITS  PRINCI- 
PAL  TRIBUTARIES. 

Officer  in  charge,  Capt.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Ouachita  River,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, — Upon 
the  appropriation  of  Angnst  14, 1876,  becoming  available,  May  1, 1877, 
work  was  commenced  on  the  dams  at  Spoon  Camp  Shoals  and  Buffala 
Flats  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  the  water  in  a  single  channel 
when  at  a  low  stage. 

At  the  end  of  Jnne  the  dam  at  Spoon  Camp  Shoals  was  finished  and 
work  commenced  upon  that  at  Buffalo  Flats. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  finish  this  dam  and  oper- 
ate with  the  snag-boat  in  removing  obstructions  in  the  river. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $358  03^ 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  lb76 12, 000  00 

12, 358  05 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended ifliuring  fiscal  year 5,527  47 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 6,830  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  i  n  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .  20, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  L  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Yazoo  River,  Mississippi. — No  work  was  done 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds. 

As  the  appropriation  is  too  small  to  admit  of  the  purchase  of  an  out- 
fit expressly  for  this  river,  so  soon  as  the  snag-boat  O.  G.  Wagner  can 
be  spared  from  the  Ouachita  Biver  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  work 
of  removing  the  wrecks,  snags,  and  other  obstructions  in  this  river. 
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Amour t.  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 $15,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  auiouut  expeaded  daiing  fiscal  year 1,0415  49 

July  1,  1877,  amoaut  available 13,956  Gl 

Anumnt  (estliimted)  required  for  completion  of  oxis^ng  pr(>pot 93, 0(K)  00 

Aniouut  that  cau  be  jirofitably  expended  iu  libcul  year  ending  J  une  30, 1879 .      50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  L  2.) 

3.  Bemoving  Raft  in  Red  River  and  closing  Ton^s  Bayou,  Louisiana, — 
Removing  Raft  in  Red  i^irer.— Operations  were  continued  at  intervals 
daring  the  season  -with  the  steamer  Thos.  B.  Florence,  and  one  crane- 
boat,  with  full  working  force,  in  removing  jams  and  drift-piles  and  pre- 
venting a  blockade  of  the  river  and  re-formation  of  the  raft. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  remove  portions  of  the 
old  raft  still  remaining,  so  as  to  make  a  channel  at  least  150  feet  wide 
through  the  entire  length  of  the  raft,  to  cut  timber  along  the  banks,  and 
to  pull  out  the  most  dangerous  snags. 

Closing  Toners  Bayou. — A  low- water  dam  was  put  in  the  bayou,  (high 
water  coming  on  prevented  it  being  built  higher,)  and  so  far  it  has  suc- 
cessfully ^withstood  the  flood,  though  some  caving  has  taken  place  in 
the  left  bank  below. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  protect  the  banks  for 
some  distance  below  the  dam,  and  also  finish  off  the  top. 

As  the  river  below  cuts  out  each  season,  additions  should  be  made  to 
the  height  of  the  dam  until  the  entire  closure  be  e£fected. 

July  1 ,  1876,  amount  available  for  removing  raft $207  15 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 35, 000  00 

$35,207  15 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  on  raft  work.        6, 393  06 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  on  Tone's 
Bayou 26,551  77 

32,944  83 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,262  32 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  for  raft- 
work 140,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  for  raft- work 50,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  on  Tone's  Bayou .* 10,000  00 

(See  Appendix  L  3.) 

4.  Continuing  the  work  of  dredging  and  removing  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion in  Cypress  Bayou^  Texas. — No  work  was  done  on  the  bayou  the  past 
season.  The  building  of  a  new  dredge-boat  was  commenced  and  is  now 
in  progress. 

During  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  finish  the  dredge- boat  and 
have  her  operate  in  the  work  of  straightening  and  dredging  the  chan- 
nel from  Je£ferson  to  the  mouth  of  the  bayou. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $22  10 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 13, 000  00 

13,022  10 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,121  37 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,900  73 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      20, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  L  4.) 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


78  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS. 

6.  Protection  of  the  waterfront  of  the  port  of  Memphis^  Tennessee. — ^Jn  con- 
sequence of  a'  memorial  from  the  city  councils  of  Memphis,  representing 
the  urgent  necessity  of  ascertaining  what  measures  should  be  taken  for 
the  protection  of  tha  landings  of  the  city  from  further  injury  from  the 
action  of  the  currenrof  the  Mississippi,  an  examination  of  the  locality 
was  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted to  this  office  in  February  last,  proposing  a  plan,  with  estimates 
of  cost,  for  the  protection  of  the  water- front.  * 

The  officer  in  charge  recommends  protecting  the  caving  bank  with  a 
covering  of  brush  mattresses  or  rafts  loaded  with  stone.  The  average 
width  of  this  covering  would  be  175  feet,  and  the  length  of  shore-line  to 
be  protected  about  7,600  feet.  He  divides  the  space  to  be  protected 
into  two  parts,  that  below  Wolf  Biver,  5,600  feet  long,  which  is  the  most 
important  and  requiring  immediate  attention,  and  that  above  Wolf 
Eiver,  about  2,000  feet,  which,  while  needing  protection,  is  not  of  such 
immediate  importance,  and  he  submits  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  work 
as  follows : 

Below  Wolf  River $126,000  00 

Above  Wolf  River 44,000  00 

170,000  00 

The  work,  when  commenced,  should,  from  its  nature,  be  continuous. 
(See  Appendix  L  5.) 

6.  Water-gauges  on  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  principal  tributaries. — 
Observations  were  continued  at  all  the  gauges.  A  new  gauge  was  put 
in  at  Memphis,  and  repairs  made  to  such  of  the  others  as  required 
them. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,537  26 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August'  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

6,537  26 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,869  02 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 1,668  24 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  5, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  L  6.) 

BBMOVINa  SNAaS  AND  WRECKS  FROM  MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI,  ANI> 
ARKANSAS  RIVERS,  AND  FROM  WHITE  AND  SAINT  FRANCIS  RIVERS — 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER  AT  SAINT  JOSEPH  AND  NEBRASKA 
CITY,  AND  OF  ARKANSAS  RIVER  AT  FORT  SMITH— IMPROVEMENT  OP 
WHITE  RIVER  ABOVE  JACKSONPORT — SURVEYS  ON  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Charles  E.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Removing  sna^s  from  Mississippi,  Missouri^  and  Arkansas  Rivers, — 
During  the  past  season  the  expeqditnres  on  this  work  were  limited  to 
$50,000.  ^  The  snag-boats  worked  on  the  Mississippi  from  Saint  Loais  to 
Vicksburg,  834  miles ;  in  the  Missouri,  from  the  mouth  to  Boonville, 
195  miles;  and  on  the  Arkansas,  from  the  mouth  to  Silver  Lake,  65 
miles. 

Owing  to  the  late  date  at  which  the  appropriation  became  available, 
this  work  could  not  be  commenced  until  the  middle  of  October,  and 
operations  were  much  impeded  by  the  heavy  ice  of  the  winter  months. 

During  the  coming  season  no  field  operations  are  contemplated,  the 
only  balance  available  being  barely  sufficient  to  care  for  the  boats  and 
other  Government  property  until  a  new  appropriation  is  made. 
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The  officer  in  charge  renews  bis  recommendation  that  sufficient  money 
be  appropriated  to  enable  him  to  replace  with  iron  the  womont  halls  of 
the  wooden  snag-boats.  Until  this  is  done,  the  work  cannot  be  made  as 
efficient  as  the  needs  of  commerce  demand. 

The  snm  appropriated  for  the  annaal  expense  of  operating  the  boats 
should  also,  in  his  opinion,  be  increased. 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  avMlable $4,358  98 

Amoiy)t  allott^  from  appropriation  for  improvement  of  the  MisBissippi, 
Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 60, 000  00 

64,358  98 
July  1, 1876,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 55,184  19 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available 9,174  79 

Amount  required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  viz : 
For  building  one  large  iron-hulled  snag-boat,  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 

the  present  wooden  boats 8140,000  00 

For  building  one  small  iron-hulled  snag-boat,  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 

the  present  wooden  boats 105,000  00 

For  building  one  small  iron-hulled  stern-wheel  snag-boat 60, 000  00 

For  repairing  one  wooden  snag-boat,  and  fitting  it  up  for  wrecking  pur- 
poses       50,000  00 

For  working  expenses  of  5  boats,  10  months  each,  at  |4,000  per  month.. .     200, 000  00 

555,000  00 

(See  Appendix  M  1.) 

2.  B&moving  snags  and  wrecks  from  White  and  Saint  Francis  Rivers, — 
.  No  appropriation  has  been  made  for  work  on  these  streams  for  several 

years;  bnt,  as  it  is  of  great  necessity,  the  officer  in  charge  submits  an 
estimate  for  a  snag-boat  and  expense  of  operating  the  same. 

Amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  viz  : 

For  building  one  stern-wheel  iron  snag-boat $60,000  00 

For  operating  same  10  months,  at  $4,000  per  month 40, 000  00 

100, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  M  2.) 

3.  Improving  Missouri  River  opposite  Saint  Joseph. — The  object  of  this 
improvement  is  to  stop  the  erosion  of  the  Kansas  shore  opposite  the  city 
of  Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  mhich,  if  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked,  threatens 
to  cat  off  a  narrow  neck  or  peninsala,  taking  the  river  away  from  the 
city  and  seriously  endangering  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Missouri 
Hiver  at  that  point. 

An  allotment  of  $10,000  was  made  for  this  work  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Bivers, 
and  will  be  expended  during  the  coming  season  in  extending  and 
strengthening  the  works  already  erected  by  the  bridge  company  to  re- 
tain the  channel  of  the  river  in  its  present  position. 

Amount  allotted  fix)m  appropriation  for  improvement  of  the  Mississippi^ 

Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  b^  act  approved  August  14, 1876, $10, 000  00 

'  July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 901  19 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 9,098  81 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 140, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     80, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  M  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  the  Missouri  River  at  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska. — An 
allotment  of  $15,000  was  made  from  the  appropriation  for  improvement 
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of  the  Mississip])!.  MisRoari,  and  ArkaiiRas  Rivers  for  work  at  this  locality^ 
hihI  a  8urv»*y  havinj;;  been  mad«^,  the  officer  in  charge  submitted  a  report 
Oh  the  subject,  with  plan  and  estimates. 

The  obj»M!f.  of  the  work  is  to  dipck  an  ii»jiiriouB  change  in  the  river 
4'lianne1,  which  has  nearly  destroyed  the  waterfront  of  Nebraska  City, 
besides  /greatly  <hima^in^  other  property  in  the  neighborhood. 

The  sum  allotted  will  all  be  expended  during  the  coming  season,  leav- 
ing the  completion  of  tbe  work  to  be  provided  for  by  future  appropria- 
tions. ♦ 

Araonnt  allotted  from  appropriation  for  improyement  of  the  MiBsisBippi, 

MisBonri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,229  43 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 11,770  57 

Amount  (ostimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 135,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    75, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  M  4.) 

5.  Imjrrovenieniof  ArJcansaa  Riverat  Fort  Smithy  ArMnsas, — The  object 
of  this  work  is  to  remove  a  bar  which  now  renders  access  to  the  city 
wharf  very  difficult  at  low  water,  and  is  also  in  the  way  of  boats  which 
have  to  pass  above  Fort  Smith. 

A  survey  of  this  locality  is  in  progress,  and  as  soon  as  plans  can  be 
perfected  the  sum  of  $10,000,  provided  for  this  work  from  appropriation 
for  improvement  of  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  will  be 
expended.  Final  estimates  for  the  completion  of  the  work  cannot  be 
made  until  this  survey  is  completed. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 304  51 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,695  49 

(See  Appendix  M  5.) 

6.  Improvement  of  White  Biver  above  Jaclcsonport — ^Nothing  was  done 
on  this  work  during  the  past  year.  The  sum  of  $10,000,  appropriated 
by  act  approved  August  14, 1876,  will  be  expended  as  soon  as  surveys, 
now  in  progress,  shall  enable  a  definite  plan  to  be  made  for  carrying  on 
the  work. 

The  necessity  for  snagging  operations  in  this  stream  is  very  great, 
and  additional  surveys  are  also  required,  and  the  officer  in  charge  sub- 
mits estimates  for  this  purpose. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 |10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 183  33 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available .* 9,816  67 

Amount  <eBtimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 700, 234  37 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    60, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  M  6.) 

EXAMUVATIOlfS  AND  SUBTEYS  FOB  IMPROYEMENT. 

An  allotment  of  $5,000  was  made  from  the  appropriation  of  August 
14, 1876,  for  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  rivers,  for  surveys  and 
examinations  on  the  Missouri  Biver,  at  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs^  Platta* 
mouthy  Brownsville^  and  Atchison. 

Major  Suter  was  charged  with  the  execution  of  these  surveys,  which 
are  now  in  hand  and  will  be  reported  on  as  soon  as  completed. 

(See  Appendix  M  7.) 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BETWEEN  THE  MOUTHS  OF  THE 
ILLINOIS  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

OfBcer  ia  charge,  Col.  J.  H.  Simpson,  having  under  his  immediate 
orders  Capt.  C.  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Mississippi  River. 

A.  Fiasa  and  Alton  Dams. — ^The  funds  available  for  these  works  are : 

Balance  July  1,1876 $3,682  76 

Appropriated  August  14,  1876 15,000  00 

18,682  76 

Which  were  to  be  applied  to  the  oonstrnction  of  Piasa  Dam  and  such 
repairs  and  extensions  as  were  needed  at  Alton  Dam.  There  has  been 
expended  daring  the  fiscal  year  : 

Piasa  Dam $7,525  64 

Alton  Dam 696  40 


8,222  04 

The  balance  will  be  applied  during  the  coming  year.  Further  appro- 
priation to  the  amount  of  $15,000  will  be  required  to  gomplete  the  works 
already  begun. 

B.  Sawyer  Bend  and  Venice  Dike. — 'So  work  has  been  done  at  Sawyer 
Bend  nor  at  Venice  for  want  of  funds.  The  completion  of  the  esti- 
mated work  at  these  points  will  require  $53,929.10. 

C.  Improvement  of  channel  opposite  Saint  LoviSy  (closing  Cahohia 
Chute.) — The  work  done  under  the  appropriation  of  $29,600  has  beea 
confined  to  the  revetment  of  Arsenal  Island  and  the  construction  of  the 
abutments  of  the  dam.    The  officer  in  charge  submits  a  suggestion  in 

'  connection  with  this  work  which  is  worthy  of  consideration ;  the  essence 
of  the  suggestion  being  that  since  the  closing  of  the  chute  will  seriously 
increase  the  risk  of  damage  to  boats  in  the  harbor  by  ice,  as  was  con- 
clusively demonstrated  by  the  experience  of  the  last  winter,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  make  the  dam  a  high  one  instead  of  low,  as  now  author- 
ized, so  as  to  form  a  protected  pool  which  may  be  made  a  secure  and 
permanent  winter  harbor.  The  data  for  a  full  estimate  of  co6t  not  being 
available,  it  is  recommended  that  a  survey  and  estimate  be  ordered. 

D.  Horse-tail  Bar. — The  condition  of  navigation  at  Horse-tail  Bar  was 
very  unfavorable  much  of  the  season  of  1876.  Owing  to  the  delay  of 
appropriation,  nothing  could  be  done  until  September.  Relief  quickly 
followed  the  resumption  of  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  works  are 
now  in  such  state  of  advance  that  the  channel  will  remain  under  their 
influence  throughout  the  year.  The  locality  has  been  brought  to  that 
stage  of  progress  when  protective  work  becomes  necessary,  which  in 
this  case  takes  the  form  of  a  longitudinal  dike,  an  estimate  for  which  is 
submitted  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

E.  Fort  Chartres  and  Turkey  Island, — No  work  was  done  or  contem- 
plated at  Fort  Chartres  until  further  appropriation. 

A  small  amount  of  work  was  done  at  Turkey  Island,  which  put  the 
work  in  safe  condition  until  further  means  are  provided. 

F.  Kaskaskia  Bend. — No  work  has  as  yet  been  done  at  this  locality, 
the  funds  being  withheld  in  1876.  The  progress  of  erosion  is  rapid,  and 
further  appropriation  is  urgently  needed. 

G.  Liberty  Island. — Protection  near  Liberty  Island  has  been  extended 
2,700  feet  during  the  year;  the  protected  part  is  now  6,474  feet,  and 
benefilt  is  being  derived  from  the  greater  permanence  of  channel  and 
absence  of  the  snags  from  the  caving  banks. 

6  s 
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H.  DeviVa  Island. — ^The  favorable  resalts  previoasly  reported  continue. 
The  dams  are  still  unfinished,  the  work  of  the  past  year  being  mostly 
limited  to  extending  the  revetments. 

I.  Dickey  Island  to  motith  of  OHio. — Protective  work  to  check  the  ero- 
sion in  rear  of  the  city  of  Cairo  was  begun  in  1876.  The  principal  effort 
was  to  secure  the  series  of  spur-dikes  from  destruction,  and  to  extend 
the  protection  by  continuous  revetment.  The  work  done  remains  per- 
fect, and  promises  to  be  efficient.  Work  will  be  resumed  to  full  extent 
of  funds  this  season. 

The  officer  in  charge  recommends  that,  in  case  Congress  is  not  dis- 
posed to  grant  larger  appropriations  than  heretofore,  no  new  works  be 
undertaken  until  those  now  in  band  be  complete.  Works  now  begun 
will  require  $555,425.49  to  provide  for  their  completion,  of  which  nearly 
two- thirds  is  for  work  begun  by  direct  or  implied  order  of  Congress. 

The  officer  in  charge  submits  an  estimate  of  $500,000  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1879.  This  sum  would  secure  the  completion  of 
the  works  that  are  now  in  advanced  state,  and  also  allow  some  new 
work  to  be  begun.    The  appropriation  of  the  above  sum  is  recommended. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available |15,724  68 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 229, 600  00 

$245,324  68 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  duri ng  fiscal  year 138, 920  54 

July  1,1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,803  69 

144,724  23 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 100,600  45 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiuj^  project 6, 729, 600  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  uue  30,1879 .       500, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  K) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER  ABOVE  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  YEL- 
LOWSTONE. 

Officer  in  charge,  First  Lieut.  Edward  Maguire,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  party  organized  for  this  work  left  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  on  June  11. 

The  length  of  time  required  to  reach  the  scene  of  operations  permitted 
the  accomplishment  before  the  30th  of  June  of  nothing  more  than  a 
detailed  survey  of  the  locality. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  commence  operations  at 
Dauphin's  Bapids,  and  thence  proceed  to  Cow  Island,  Two  Calf  Island, 
and  such  oth&r  points  as  the  length  of  the  season  will  permit.  The 
work  will  consist  in  the  removal  of  bowlders,  reefs,  and  bars,  and  in  the 
construction  of  wing-dams. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14^  1876 $20, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended"  during  fiscal  year $4,589  33 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 951  04 

5,540  37 

Julyl,  1877,  amount  available , 14,459  63 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  O.) 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BELOW  SAINT  PAUL; 
OF  THE  DES  MOINES  AND  ROCK  ISLAND  RAPIDS,  AND  OF  THE  HAR- 
BORS OF  FORT  MADISON,  BUR£iNGTON,  AND  DUBUQUE — IMPROVEMENT 
OF  ILLINOIS  RIVER. 

OflScer  in  charge,  Col.  J.  K  Macomb,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Capt.  Amos  Stickney,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River, — The  United  States 
steamer  Montana  was  employed  as  heretofore  in  rendering  temporary 
aid  to  navigation  by  dredging  with  Long's  scraper,  pulling  snags,  and 
removing  leaning  trees  from  the  banks,  and  also  in  bailding  low  dams 
and  jetties  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  channel. 

The  great  age  of  the  Montana  and  the  constantly  increasirg  expense 
for  repairs  from  year  to  year  leads  the  officer  in  charge  to  recommend 
her  rebuilding  with  an  iron  hull  and  new  boilers,  her  machinery  being 
still  in  excellent  condition.  The  officer  in  charge  estimates  the  cost  for 
new  hull,  boilers,  and  transfer  of  machinery,  with  current  expenses 
for  the  year,  at  $91,500. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $1,609  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

31,609  86 

July  1, 1>S77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14, 857  65 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 16,752  21 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1879.  91,500  00 

(See  Appendix  P  1.) 

2.  Improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  BapidSj  Mississippi  River. — Duriug 
the  past  season  the  work  was  directly  pushed  toward  opening  the  canal, 
so  as  to  be  available  for  the  passage  of  steamers  during  the  low -water 
season  of  the  fall  of  1877,  and  has  consisted  of  finishing  the  guard-lock, 
constructing  the  lock-gates  and  machinery  for  operating  the  same,  build- 
ing faco  of  riprap  wall  on  canal-embankment,  finishing  up  prism  of 
canal,  &c. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $230, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $106,830  97 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 17, 518  73 

124.349  70 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 105,650  30 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000  00 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  maintenance  of  the  work  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June 30,  1879,  wiU  require 40,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  135, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  RocJc  Island  Rapids  of  the  Mississippi  River. — Owing 
to  the  lateness  of  appropriations,  August  14, 1876,  and  the  partial  allot- 
ment of  $10,000  during  the  fall  of  1876,  only  103  cubic  yards  of  rock 
were  broken  at  the  foot  of  Moline  Chain.  Since  the  allotment  of  $15,000 
in  the  spring  of  1877,  work  of  excavation  at  Moline  Chain  has  been  con- 
tinned  and  143.3  cubic  yards  of  rock  broken  by  June  30, 1877.  It  is 
expected  to  break  750  cubic  yards  during  the  present  season. 

There  remains  to  complete  the  improvement  1,655.8  cubic  yards  to  be 
broken,  and  2,505.8  cubic  yards  of  rock  to  be  dredged  at  the  foot  of 
Moline  Chain.  For  this,  and  for  a  general  survey  to  provide  the  chan- 
nel with  landmarks,  buoys,  &c.,  and  cleaning  the  improved  cut  from 
bowlders  or  obstructions  thrown  into  it  by  the  ice,  the  officer  in  charge 
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.  asks  for  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available 85,729  16 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 25, 000  00 

30,729  16 

July  1, 1677,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 15,966  29 

July  I,  1877,  amount  available ^ 14,762  87 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S79 .  50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  tfw  harbor  of  Fort  Madison^  Iowa. — ^The  original 
estimate  for  this  work  was  $30,186.87.  The  contract  for  furnishing 
stone  for  building  riprap  dam  across  Niota  Chute  has  been  let  and  the 
construction  begun.  The  officer  in  charge  estimates  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work  will  cost  $20,186.87. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1, 1H77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year |312  55 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 50  88 

363  43 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,636  57 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 186  87 

Amounttbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1679 .      20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  1.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Rush  Chute  ajtd  the  harbor  of  Burlington^  Iowa. — It 
is  proposed  to  build  a  raprap  dam  on  a  brash  foundation  near  the  head 
of  Eush  Chute,  to  increase  the  depth  of  wdter  in  the  chute  and  scour  out 
a  sand-bar  that  threatens  to  destroy  the  navigation  of  the  present  chan- 
nel. 

The  officer  in  charge  estimates  the  cost  of  completing-  this  work  at 
$25,221.70. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 (10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $33  33 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 38  88 

72  21 

July  1,  1677,  amount  available 9,927  79 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 221  70 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    25, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  P  1.) 

6.  Removal  of  a  bar  in  the  Mississippi  River ,  opposite  Dvhuquey  Iowa. — 
The  original  project  for  this  work  has  been  changed,  owing  to  local  cir- 
cumstances  and  insufficiency  of  appropriation.  The  officer  in  charge 
proposes  to  remove  the  bar  under  contract  by  dredging  as  much  of  it 
as  can  be  done  with  the  available  funds. 

For  the  permanent  improvement  be  suggests  the  building  of  a  train- 
ing-wall at  an  estimated  cost  of  $25,300. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augnst  14,  1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 583  18 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 14,416  82 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 300  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    25, 300  00 

(See  Appendix  P  1.) 

7.  Permanent  improvement  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  iJirer.-r-The  officer 
in  charge  submits,  with  his  reasons  therefor,  a  prefect  for  a  comprehen- 
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sive  system  of  improvement  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River,  at  an  esti-  • 
mated  cost  of  $617,393,  and  recommends  for  the  improvement  of  several 
of  the  worst  localities  an  appropriation  of  $75,000. 

(See  Appendix  P  1.) 

8.  Improvement  of  Illinois  Eiver.^The  project  for  continuing  the  work 
of  improving  the  river  by  dredging  and  building  dams,  jetties,  and 
training- walls  was  successfully  carried  on,  but  not  entirely  completed, 
owing  to  suspension  of  work  caused  by  long  continuance  of  floods  in 
the  river,  and  the  fact  that  of  the  appropriation  made  on  the  14th  Au- 
gust, 1876,  only  $10,000  was  allotted  for  use  in  the  remainder  of  the 
working  season  of  1876. 

This  amount  was  chiefly  applied  to  the  restoration  of  channels  ob- 
structed by  detritus  from  summer  floods,  which  have  demonstrated  the 
necessity  of  having  a  reserve  fund  and  proper  equipment  always  in 
readiness  for  such  work,  and  the  estimate  for  completing  the  improve- 
ment of  Illinois  River  embraces  the  requisite  amount  for  this  purpose, 
which  will  account  for  its  increase  over  the  original  estimate. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amoant  available $39,691  86 

Amount  appropritited  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 40, 000  00 

$79,691  86 

July  1, 1877,  amount  ezpeiuled  duriug  fiscal  year 49, 317  72 

July  1, 1877,  outstandiug  liabilitios.... 2,750  00 

52,067  72 

July  Jy  1877,  amount  available 27,  624  14 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 145, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  145, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  P  5.) 

PBESEEVATION  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  SAINT  ANTHONY  AND  IMPROVEMENT 
OP  MISSISSIPPI  EIVEB  ABOVE  THE  FALLS — OONSTBDCTION  OP  LOCK 
AND  DAM  AT  MEEKEE'S  ISLAND — ^IMPROVEMENT  OF  MINNESOTA  AND 
CHIPPEWA  RIVERS,  AND  OF  RED  RIVER  OF  THE  NORTH. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  F.  U.  Farquhar,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  Improvement  of  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. — The  concrete  dike  has  been 
finished.  The  two  rolling  dams  on  the  limestone  ledge  were  constructed 
and  all  the  excavations  in  and  under  the  limestone  ledge  above  the  dike 
were  filled  with  well  rammed  gravel. 

There  only  remains  to  be  built  of  the  project  of  the  Board  of  Engineers 
of  1874  an  upper  wall  or  dike  and  the  extension  and  remodeling  of  the 
apron. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  build  the  upper  dike  at  present,  as  it  is  believed 
that  the  lower  one  will  prove  sufficient. 

Daring  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  work  on  the 
apron,  which  it  is  hoped  will  complete  all  the  work  necessary  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $3,062  38 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Ansust  14,  lti76 120,000  00 

$123, 0G2  38 

July  1 ,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 64, 081  86 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 482  12 

64,563  98 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 58,498  40 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 184, 726  35 

(See  Appendix  Q  1.) 
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2.  Improvement  of  Mimssippi  River  above  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony, — 
Work  was  commenced  in  May,  1877,  at  Battle  Eapids. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  work  on  the  worst  obstruc- 
tions between  Saint  Cloud  and  Minneapolis. 

Kot  less  than  $50,000  should  be  appropriated  for  a  season's  work,  so  as 
to  enable  the  United  States  or  a  contractor  to  procure  the  necessary  plant 
to  carry  on  the  work  economically. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $20, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year |1,366  78 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,923  20 

3,289  91^ 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 16,710  02 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 124, 667  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Q  2.) 

3.  Construction  of  loek  and  dam  on  Mississippi  River  at  Meeker^s  Island^ 
Minnesota. — The  parties  holding  the  land-grant  not  having  made  any 
acceptable  release,  as  required  by  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  no 
work  has  been  done  here,  as  the  funds  were  not  available.  The  State 
of  Minnesota  should  annul  the  grant  to  the  parties  now  holding  the  land- 
grant,  and  release  the  same  to  the  United  States. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ^,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 25,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  com  pletion  of  existing  project 922, 121  46 

(See  Appendix  Q  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Minnesota  River, — No  work  has  been  done  during 
the  last  fiscal  year,  as  no  funds  were  available.  A  contract  has  been 
made  for  continuing  the  work  of  removing  snags,  &c.,  from  the  river, 
commencing  where  the  last  work  terminated  and  working  down-stream. 

The  engineer  in  charge  reports  that  since  the  last  annual  report  there 
has  been  no  commerce  on  the  river  above  Little  Kapids,  nor  is  it  prob- 
able that  there  will  be  any  until  the  lock  and  dam  at  that  place  are 
built.  At  least  $60,000  will  be  required  for  the  commencement  of  that 
work. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $14  44 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

$10,014  44 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2260 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities : 28  48 

51  08 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,963  36 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  lock  and 

dam,  Little  Rapids 127,463  05 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      60, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Q  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Chippewa  River,  Wisconsin. — The  appropriation  of 
August  14, 1876,  was  not  made  available  in  time  for  work  durilig  the 
last  fiscal  year.  A  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  constructing  so 
much  of  the  proposed  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  as  the  present 
small  amount  available  will  permit. 

The  five  high  sand-banks  below  Eau  Claire  should  be  protected,  and 
the  work  of  building  wing-dams  and  jetties  carried  on. 
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For  tbe  first  work  $64,000  is  estimated  to  be  required,  and  for  the 
latter  $20,000. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augnst  14,  1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year SS  94 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 24  24 

28  18 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,971  82 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 129, 892  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      84, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Q  5.) 

6.  Improv&inent  of  Red  River  of  the  North, — No  work  was  done  dur- 
ing tbe  last  fiscal  year  for  want  of  funds. 

During  tbe  present  season  one  working  party  will  be  engaged  on  re- 
moving snags,  bowlders,  and  overhanging  trees,  and  another  small  party 
will  make  a  detailed  survey  of  the  sites  for  the  proposed  lock  and  dam 
below  Goose  Eapids  and  an  examination  of  the  river  between  Frog 
Point  and  the  boundary  line. 

The  ofiicer  in  charge  estimates  that  $30,000  will  be  required  for  the 
next  season's  work,  including  the  construction  and  operation  of  dredging 
apparatus. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 (10, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 945  93 

July  ly  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 508  70 

1,454  63 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 8,545  37 

Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      30, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  Q  6.) 


IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  TENNESSEE  AND  CUMBERLAND  RIVEBS;  OF 
COOSA  RIVER,  GEORGIA  AND  ALABAMA;  OF  HIAWASSEE  RIVER, 
TENNESSEE  5  AND  OF  OCMULGEE,  OOSTENAULA,  COOSAWATTEB,  AND 
ETOWAH  RIVERS,  GEORGIA. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Capt.  William  R.  King,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
Capt.  L.  Cooper  Overman  and  Lieut.  W,  L.  Marshall,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Tennessee  River  above  Chattanooga, — This  work  has  been  carried  on, 
as  heretofore,  by  hired  labor,  and  good  progress  was  made  until  Janu- 
ary, 1877,  when  the  appropriation  became  exhausted. 

The  work  done  during  the  year  was  divided  among  16  different  shoals, 
and  the  quantities  were  as  follows: 

Rock  qnarried  for  dams 3,595  cubic  yards. 

Kock  excavated  from  channel 1,407  cubic  ^'ards. 

Rock  placed  in  dams... 5,746  cubic  yards. 

Gravel  removed  from  channel 105  cubic  yards. 

Snags  removed 30 

As  this  work  is  a  continuation  of  the  same  system  of  improvement 
that  has  been  carried  on  and  is  now  iu  use  on  the  river  between  Chatta- 
nooga and  Kingston,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  feasibility  and 
necessity.  As  but  a  small  sum  is  required  to  complete  it,  it  is  hoped 
that  farther  appropriation  will  be  made. 
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July  1, 1876,  amount  available $7,862  01 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 22, 694  73 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 167  28 


$22,862  01 


22,862  01 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  35, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  B  1.) 

2.  Tennessee  Eiver^  heloic  Chattanooga. — This  work  includes  the  im- 
provement of  the  following  shoals,  which  are  the  chief  obstructions  to 
navigation  on  this  part  of  the  river,  viz :  Elk  Eiver,  Big  Muscle,  Little 
Muscle,  and  Colbert  Shoals. 

At  JElk  River  Shoals  work  has  not  been  begun,  but  a  careful  survey 
has  been  made  which  shows  that  the  Elk  Kiver  can  be  avoided  and  a 
considerable  saving  in  cost  can  be  effected  by  building  the  extension  of 
the  canal  on  that  side  of  the  river,  and  taking  advantage  of  several 
miles  of  good  navigation  between  the  foot  of  these  shoals  and  the  head 
of  the  old  canal  around  the  Muscle  Shoals  proper. 

The  improvement  of  these  shoals  is  an  essential  part  of  the  project 
for  removing  the  great  Muscle  Shoals  obstruction,  of  which  they  form 
an  important  part. 

In  order  that  the  Muscle  Shoals  Canal  may  be  utilized  as  soon  as  com- 
pleted, it  is  very  desirable  that  work  on  the  Elk  Eiver  Shoals  should  be 
begun  at  an  early  day,  and  this  is  contemplated  in  the  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  money  required  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

The  Big  Muscle  Shoals  improvement,  which  consists  in  the  rebuilding 
of  the  old  canal,  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  under  six  separate  contracts,  with  the 
following  results : 

Earth  excavation 85,683  cubic  yards. 

Earth  embankment 53, 396  cubic  yards. 

Kock  excavation 42,447  cubic  yards. 

Slope  wall 3,436  cubic  yards. 

Grubbing  and  clearing 45^,y  acres. 

Cut-stone  masonry 1, 640]^  cubic  yards. 

Rubble  masonry 5, 558^  qubic  yards. 

Concrete 39T2«y  cubic  yards. 

Kemoval  of  old  locks 3, 483^  cubic  yards. 

In  general  terms  the  condition  of  the  canal  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  was  as  follows : 

Of  the  trunk  of  the  canal,  about  8  miles  were  enlarged  and  completed 
with  exception  of  dams  at  the  crossings  of  three  large  creeks,  leaving 
about  6^  miles  to  be  done. 

Of  the  10  locks  required  3  were  under  contract;  the  foundation  pita 
had  been  excavated ;  a  large  quantity  of  stone  had  been  cut,  and  the 
walls  of  2  of  them  were  about  two-thirds  completed. 

Proposals  for  the  building  of  5  other  locks  were  received  on  the  15th 
of  May,  but  no  award  has  been  made. 

Two  engineering  parties  located  at  suitable  points  on  the  canal  have 
been  engaged  in  making  maps,  plans,  and  cross-sections  for  future  work^ 
and  in  measuring  and  inspecting  work  done  by  the  contractors. 

As  this  improvement  is  not  simply  for  the  convenience  or  facility  of 
navigation,  but  for  overcoming  an  absolute  barrier  to  navigation^  and  will 
unite  hundreds  of  miles  of  navigable  waters  in  the  Upper  Tennessee  and 
its  tributaries  with  the  Lower  Tennessee  and  the  whole  Mississippi  sys- 
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tern,  the  great  importance  of  its  early  completion  needs  no  demonstra- 
tion. 

The  Little  Muscle  Shoals,  though  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  Big 
Mascle  Shoals,  are  a  much  less  formidable  obstruction. 

No  work  has  been  done  on  these  shoals,  but  an  examination  of  them 
has  been  made  with  a  view  to  their  improvement  without  resorting  to 
the  expensive  system  of  locks  and  dams.  The  engineer  officer  in  charge 
of  the  work  thinks  this  can  be  accomplished  and  that  it  is  desirable  to 
have  the  work  commenced  at  once,  so  that  it  can  be  utilized  in  carrying 
on  the  work  in  the  more  serious  obstruction  above. 

At  Oojbert  8ho<il8  work  was  eontinned  with  but  tolerable  progress, 
owing  to  high  water  and  other  causes,  until  November  15, 1876,  when 
it  was  stopped  for  the  season. 

Cnbio  yards. 

Rock  excavated  from  chaunel 167^ 

Rock  pat  in  dams  .^ 2,198 

Rock  qaarried 1,056 

It  is  expected  that  this  work  will  be  completed  during  the  present 
working  season. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $359,935  92 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14;  1876 255, 000  00 

$614, 935  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 183, 264  96 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 10,474  64 

193,739  60 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 421,196  32 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 097, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  i n  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      745, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  R  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Cumberland  River,  below  Nashville. — ^Three  hundred 
and  thirty-five  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  excavated  from  channel,  and 
1,500  cubic  yards  of  stone  put  in  dams  at  Harpeth  Bhoals,  and  700  yards 
of  stone  quarried  and  1,625  yards  of  stone  put  in  dams  at  Davis's  Ripple; 
a  large  number  of  snags,  rocks,  and  overhanging  trees  were  also  re- 
moved. Work  was  done  by  hired  labor  and  was  suspended  in  January, 
the  appropriation  being  exhausted. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $12,991  61 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12, 654  98 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 336  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 148,821  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  R  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Cumberland  River  from  Nashville  to  the  KentuQlcy 
line, — The  work  consisted  of  quarrying  stone  for  dams  and  excavating 
rock  and  gravel  from  the  channel.  At  Holliman's  Island  Shoals  3,285 
yards  of  stone  quarried,  and  1,300  yards  of  gravel  excavated.  At  Sand 
Shoal  2,640  yards  of  stone  quarried,  and  380  yards  of  rock  excavated. 
At  Cub  Greek  Shoals  2,385  yards  of  stone  quarried,  and  440  yards  of 
rock  and  gravel  excavated ;  also  33  logs,  &c.,  removed  from  channel. 
At  Bartlett's  Bar  1,710  yards  of  stone  quarried.  All  the  work  was 
done  by  hired  labor. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


90  REPORT    OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagnst  14,  1876 $15,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $7,817  73 

July  1, 1877,out8tandiuir  liabilities 3,315  21 

11, 132  94 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,867  06 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project : .  - . .  107, 155  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  erpended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  R  3.) 

5.  Improvement  of  Cumberland  River  from  Kentucky  Ime  to  the  foot  of 
Smithes  8hoals. — Two  huDdred  cabic  yards  of  rock  and  gravel  were  ex- 
cavated from  the  channel,  and  300  yards  of  stone  quarried  for  dams  at 
Wild  Goose  Shoals.    The  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10,  000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $1,247  80 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 844  37 

2,092  17 

July  1, 1877,amouut  available 7,907  83 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 81, 609  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     40, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  3.) 

G.  Improvement  of  Cumberland  River  at  SmitKa  Shoals. — Tlie  work, 
carried  on  by  hired  labor,  has  been  quarrying  6,120  yards  of  stone  and 
bailding  3,060  cubic  yards  of  dams.  At  this  point  the  project  is  mainly 
to  increase,  the  number  of  <^ boating-tides"  for  boats  engaged  in  the 
coal-trade,  &c.  The  present  Work  is  particularly  designed  to  improve 
down-stream  navigation.  The  officer  in  charge  believes  that  a  system 
of  towing,  by  means  of  a  wire  rope  and  drum,  can  be  made  available 
for  up- stream  navigation. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 ^?,  000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $7,427  11 

July  1,1877,  outstanding  liabilities 4,884  49 

12,311  60 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 12,688  40 

Amount  (estimated)  for  completion  of  existing  project 45,000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S79 .     45, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  3.) 

7.  Improvement  of  Cumberland  River  from  Smithes  Shoals  to  the  Falls 
of  the  Cumberland. — As  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  organize  parties  for 
the  other  sections  first,  nothing  was  done  on  this  section.  It  is  expected, 
however,  that  all  the  work  that  the  appropriation  will  admit  of  will  be 
done  before  the  close  of  the  present  working- season. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $2, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  3.) 

8.  Improvement  of  Coosa  River^  Georgia  and  Alabama. — An  examina- 
tion of  the  river  was  made  from  Rome  to  Greeusport.  Thirteen  shoals, 
which  formed  the  chief  obstructions  to  navigation,  were  selected  for  im- 
provement, beginning  operations  at  Horseleg  Shoals,  about  1^  miles  be- 
low Eome,  Ga. 

The  work  done  before  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  consisted  in  building 
and  fitting  out  boats,  &c.,  and  procuring  tools  and  supplies. 

Work  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  practicable  below  Greeusport, 
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Ala.,  where  improvements  are  necessary  to  enable  the  boats  which  now 
ran  between  Rome  and  Greensport  to  reach  the  coal-fields  in  Saint  Clair 
Ooanty,  Alabama. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  An^nst  14,  .1876 $30, 000  00 

Jnly  1  18^7,  ainouDt  expended  daring  fiscal  year $239  41 

July  1,  lef77,  oatstaudiDsr  liabilities 227  71 

467  12 

Jalyl,  1877,  amount  available 29,532  88 

Anioant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiAting  project..^. r>22, 347  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June* 30, 1879.  100, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  4.) 

9.  Improvement  ofHiawassee  River^  Tennessee. — An  examination  of  the 
river  was  made  and  work  was  began  about  the  1st  of  Jane,  at  Mat- 
thews' Shoals  and  Magil's  Island.  This  allowed  aboat  one  month's  work 
daring  the  fiscal  year,  during  which  about  600  yards  of  rock  w^ere  quar- 
ried for  dams. 

Work  will  be  begun  in  the  channel  as  soon  as  the  stage  of  water  per- 
mits. 

The  railroad -bridge  over  this  river  at  Charleston,  Tenn.,  will  be  a  se- 
rious obstacle  to  the  navigation  of  this  river  by  the  present  class  of  boats, 
unless  a  draw  is  placed  in  the  bridge. 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $10, 000  00 

Jaly  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $281  20 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 703  20 

984  40 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,015  60 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  .30, 1879.     10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  R  5.) 

10.  Improvement  of  Ocmulgee  Biver^  Georgia. — The  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  this  river,  act  of  1876,  having  been  made  available 
toward  the  close  of  the  year,  preparations  were  begun  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work,  which  will  begin  on  that  part  of  the  river  below  Haw- 
kinsville.  It  is  hoped  that  before  the  close  of  the  season  it  will  be  prac- 
ticable to  begin  work  above  Hawkinsville.  A  railroad-bridge  at  the 
latter  point  shuts  oft' steam  navigation  between  Hawkinsville  and  Macon, 
and  if  this  improvement  is  to  be  fully  utilized,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  building  and  operating  of  a  suitable  draw  in  this  bridge. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $15,000  00 

Jnly  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 46  67 

July  1,  1877,  amonnt  available 14,953  33 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 41,240  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     41, 240  00 

(See  Appendix  E  6.) 

11.  Improvement  of  Oostenaula  and  Coosaicattee  Rivers. — No  work  was 
done  on  these  rivers  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  want  of  funds.  A  small 
balance  of  the  former  appropriation  was  expended  for  the  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  boats  and  other  property  belonging  to  the  work. 

July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $22  C6 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 22  06 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 13,208  50 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  13, 208  50 

(See  Appendix  B  7.) 
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12.  Improvement  of  Etawdh  River ^  Georgia. — As  soon  as  the  appropri- 
ation of  August  14, 1876,  was  made  available  for  the  improvement  of 
this  river,  steps  were  taken  to  begin  the  work,  but  an  examination  hav- 
ing been  found  necessary,  which  was  not  completed  within  the  fiscal 
year,  no  work  has  been  done.  The  examination  shows  that  a  large  sum 
will  be  required  to  make  any  useful  improvement  in  this  river,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  devise  a  project  for  the  economical  expenditure  of  so  small  an 
appropriation,  but  as  soon  as  such  a  project  can  be  made  work  will  be 
begun. 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagust  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 10,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project..  .Project  incomplete 

(See  Appendix  B  8.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  NAVIGATION  AT  THE  FALLS  OF  OHIO  RIVER- 
SUPERINTENDENCE  AND  MANAGEMENT  OP  THE  LOUISVILLE  *  AND 
PORTLAND  CANAL. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Capt. 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Improvement  of  the  Falls  of  Ohio  River. — The  river  has  been  at  so 
high  a  stage  daring  the  year  that  nothing  could  be  done. 

No  further  appropriation  is  required  for  this  work. 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $89,749  30 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 09ri  62 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 82,650  68 

(See  Appendix  SI.) 

2.  Svperintendencej  managetnentj  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Fort- 
land  CanaL — During  the  year  3,439  vessels  have  been  passed  through 
the  locks,  and  95,282  cubic  yards  of  sedinient  removed  by  the  dredges. 
The  repairs  on  the  tow-boat  have  been  completed,  and  a  large  fire  and 
wrecking  pump  added  to  the  boat's  outfit ;  a  new  hull  and  a  new  boiler 
have  been  built  for  dredge  No.  2 ;  dump-scow  No.  4  has  been  rebuilt; 
the  shop  has  been  extended,  and  one  planer,  one  boring-machine,  one 
circular  saw,  and  one  grindstone  set  up ;  new  guard-gates  were  built 
and  set  up  at  head  of  new  locks ;  new  gates  for  the  head  of  the  canal 
were  almost  completed;  new  winding-machinery  was  provided  for  mid- 
dle gates  of  the  new  locks ;  Eighteenth-street  bridge  was  thoroughly 
repaired;  foundation  was  completed  and  building  commenced  for  super- 
intendent's office;  a  second  fire-cistern  was  commenced;  slopes  near 
new  locks  were  partially  graded  and  sodded,  and  the  toll-collector's 
house  and  workshops  painted. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  mechanics  have  been  employed  in  re- 
pairs on  machinery  and  accessories  of  the  canal,  and  in  making  new 
machinery  and  tools,  and  the  laborers  in  passing  and  docking  boats 
and  general  work. 

Cash  on  hand  July  1,  1877 §44,832  62 

(See  Appendix  S  2,) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  OHIO,  MONONGAHELA,  AND  LITTLE  KANAWHA 

RIVERg. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  W.  E.  Merrill,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
under  his  immediate  orders  Lieut.  F.  A.  Mahan,  Corps  oi  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  tJw  Ohio  River. — The  only  works  of  construction 
carried  on  during  the  past  fiscal  year  were  tlie  repair  of  the  old  dike  at 
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the  Trap,  a  few  miles  below  Pittsburgh,  and  the  exteDsion  of  the  dike 
jast  above  Evansville,  Ind. 

The  dike  at  the  Trap  was  built  up  to  a  level  with  the  stage  of  6^  feet 
in  the  channel  for  a  len^h  of  085  linear  feet,  of  which  length,  735  feet 
was  composed  of  solid  timber  walls  Ailed  in  with  furnace-slag  and  stone. 
No  cheaper  method  of  construction  would  resist  the  shock  of  currents 
of  ice  across  the  dike.  The  work  thus  far  built  has  stood  well.  During 
the  present  season  the  dike  will  be  further  extended  about  2,0OQ  feet. 

The  dike  at  Evansville  has  been  completed.  As  far  as  now  known 
it  has  fully  accomplished  the  results  desired.  Its  total  length  is  2,000 
feet,  of  which  a  length  of  1,800  feet  has  a  width  of  50  feet,  and  the  re- 
mainder a  width  of  40  feet. 

The  Jackson  Bock  in  the  Grand  Chain,  a  well-known  and  serious  ob- 
struction, has  been  entirely  removed  by  surface-blasting. 

The  snag-boat  E.  A.  Woodruff  has  done  good  service  in  removing 
obstructious.  During  1876  it  removed  and  destroyed  915  snags  and  21 
wrecks.  The  heaviest  snag  weighed  about  96  tons,  the  average  weight 
being  Si  tons. 

The  United  States  dredges  Ohio  and  Oswego  have  done  the  follow- 
ing dredging  during  the  fiscal  year : 

Cubio  yards. 

Raccoon  Island J6,970 

Deadnian's  Island 16,080 

Fish  Creek  Island 26,345 

Captina  Island 7,830 

Cumberland  Island 11,788 

Total 79,013 

On  the  30th  of  November  the  dredges  went  up  the  Wabash,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Ohio  on  March  1, 1877.  During  the  fiscal  year,  besides 
dredging  they  removed  two  wrecks  from  the  channel. 

The  work  at  Cumberland  Island  consisted  in  making  an  opening  420 
feet  in  width  through  the  old  dam  across  the  Ohio  at  this  point. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  fiscal  year  on  the  movable  dam  at  Davis 
Island,  but  on  the  17th  of  March  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  passed 
an  act  ceding  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  the  land  required 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  legal  authorities  of  the  Government  are  now 
taking  the  proper  steps  to  condemn  such  land  as  cannot  be  purchased 
on  reasonable  terms.  As  soon  as  possession  of  the  land  lb  obtained  the 
work  of  construction  will  be  pushed  with  vigor. 

The  officer  in  charge  submits  the  following  estimate  for  the  fiscal  year 
1878-'79: 

For  snag-boat  and  dredges $60,000  00 

For  riprap  dams,  office  expenses,  and  contingencies 1 00, 000  00 

For  movable  dam  at  Davis  Island 365,000  00 

Total  amonnt  reqnired 525,000  00 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $117,020  95 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 175, 000  00 

292, 020  95 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 110, 577  59 

July  1,1877,  outatanding  liabilities 6,924  00 

117,501  59 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 174,519  36 

Amountthatcanbeprofitablyexpendedinfi8calyearendingJune30, 1879.    525,000  00 

(See  Appendix  T  1.) 
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Owing  to  an  impression  which  has  heen  manifested  that  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  by  locks  and  dams  with 
adjustable  chutes  is  not  admissible  when  applied  to  the  peculiar  navi- 
gation of  that  river,  a  board  of  engineer  officers  was  convened  with  the 
view  of  taking  into  consideration  and  replying  to  the  arguments  in  op- 
position to  that  plan,  embraced  in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  December 
23,  1875,  by  the  Goal  Exchange  and  Steamboatmeu's  Association  of 
Pittsburgh. 

The  report  of  the  board,  together  with  the  memorial  in  question,  and 
other  communications  relating  to  this  subject,  will  be  found  in  Appen- 
dix T  2.   . 

2.  Improveinent  of  the  Monongahela  River. — All  the  funds  appropri- 
ated for  the  construction  of  a  lock  and  dam  at  Hoard's  Eocks,  West 
Virginia,  have  been  expended.  The  lock  is  complete,  except  miter  and 
lift  walls,  and  the  dam  is  about  one-third  built.  The  stone  necessary 
for  the  completion  of  the  work  is  quarried  and  on  the  ground.  For 
reasons  set  forth  at  length  in  the  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $25,000  will  be  required  for  this  work.  An  ap- 
propriation is  also  recommended  for  the  lock  at  Laurel  Kun,  which,  when 
iinished,  together  with  one  lock  and  dam  to  be  built  by  the  Mononga- 
hela Navigation  Company,  will  complete  the  slack-water  from  Pittsburgh 
to  Morgautown. 

Eaiimaie  for  the  fiscal  year  1878-79. 

For  completion  of  lock  and  dam  at  Hoard's  Rocks $25, 000  OO 

For  lock  at  Laarel  Run,  (omitting  miter- walls,  gates,  and  valves) 60,000  00 

Total  amount  recinired 85,000  00 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available 37,814  61 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 37, 295  07 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 519  54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 214, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      85, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  T  3.) 

3.  Improvement  of  the  Little  Kanawha  Eiver. — Work  on  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  did  not  begin  until  the  middle  of  Jane,  but  it  is  rapidly 
progressing.  The  officer  in  charge  recommends  an  additional  appropri- 
ation for  removing  obstructions  in  the  main  river  and  its  west  fork,  and 
also  for  the  construction  of  a  lock  and  dam  to  continue  the  existing 
slack-water. 

Estimate  for  the  fiscal  year  1878-79. 

For  removing  obstructions $5,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  alock 40,000  00 

Total  amount  required 45,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 7, 300  00 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 550  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,750  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    45, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  T  4.) 
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EXAMINATIONS  AND  SURVEYS  FOR   IMPROVEMENT. 

To  comply  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  March 
2, 1877,  Major  Merrill  has  been  instructed  to  make,  and  is  now  engaged 
upon,  examinations  and  surveys  to  determine  the  best  method  of  protect- 
ing^  by  harbors  of  refuge  or  otherwise^  the  commerce  of  Cincinnati  during 
ice-floods  in  the  Ohio. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WABASH   RIVER,  INDIANA. 

Officers  in  charge,  Maj.  W.  E.  Merrill,. Corps  of  Engineers,  to  Janu- 
ary 22, 1877 ;  since  which  time  Maj.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  contractors  for  building  a  dam  across  New  Harmony  Cut-off  hav- 
ing failed  to  prosecute  the  work  as  required,  their  contract  was  annulled, 
and  the  officer  in  charge  proceeded  to  complete  the  dam  with  hired  labor. 
The  work  was  finally  finished  in  January,  1877.  Early  in  February, 
during  a  high  stage  of  water  with  floating  ice,  a  severe  breach  occurred 
in  the  island  end  of  the  dam,  which  entailed  a  large  amount  of  labor 
for  its  repair.  It  is  expected  to  be  put  in  good  condition  during  the 
present  season. 

At  Warwick's  Eipple  the  contractor  found  it  impracticable  to  proceed 
owing  to  high  water,  and  for  that  reason  his  contract  was  extended. 

At  Little  Chain  Cut-off  considerable  work  has  been  done  in  dredging 
and  removing  snags  in  order  to  turn  the  channel  of  the  river  and  save 
the  expensive  excavation,  which  will  otherwise  be  necessary,  through  a 
ledge  of  rock  in  the  river's  bed;  14,125  cubic  yards  of  material  have 
been  dredged  and  deposited  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  226  sna^s  have 
been  temoved.  This  work  will  be  continued  during  the  season.  It  is 
proposed  as  far  as  possible  in  the  ensuing  year  to  complete  the  improve- 
ments required  below  Grand  Bapids,  and  if  deemed  advisable  the  work 
on  the  lock  at  that  point  will  be  begun. 

The  act  of  August  14,  1876,  appropriated  $70,000  for  "  improving 
Wabash  River,  Indiana."  As  it  was  not  available  until  near  the  close 
of  the  fiscal  year  it  remains  for  expenditure  the  ensuing  year. 

Estimates  for  1878-1879. 

The  following  estimate  has  been  submitted  with  the  last  two  annual 
reports,  and  is  repeated  here,  viz : 

For  rebailding  Grand  Rapids  lock Jil30,000  00 

For  engiueering  and  contiogencies 15,000  00 

145, 000  00 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amoant  available $34,114  88 

Anioant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angast  14, 1876 70, 000  00 

104, 114  88 

Jaly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18, 435  27 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 85,679  61 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     100, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  U.) 

TRANSPORTATION-ROUTES   TO    THE    SEABOARD. 

The  surveys  of  the  third  subdivision  of  the  central  route,  designated 
as — 

A  connection  by  canal  or  a  freight-railway  from  the  Ohio  or  Kanawha  River,  near 
Charleston,  ty  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route  through  West  Tirginia  to  tide- 
water in  Virginia — 
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were  made,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  23, 
1874,  under  the  supervision  of  Maj.  William  P.  Craighill,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, who  submitted  a  final  report,  dated  November  10, 1876. 

This  report  was  printed  as  Executive  Document  No.  15,  Senate, 
Forty-fourth  Congress,  second  session. 

(See  also  Appendix  V.) 

BRIDGING    THE    NAVIGABLE    WATERS     OF    THE    UNITED 

STATES. 

1.  The  river  and  harbor  act  of  June  23, 1866,  made  provision  for  ex- 
amining and  reporting  apon  the  subject  of  constructing  railroad-bridges 
across  the  Mississippi,  between  Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  and  Saint  Louis, 
Mo.,  upon  such  plans  of  construction  as  would  ofier  the  least  impediment 
to  the  navigation  of  that  river. 

This  subject  was,  at  the  time,  assigned  to  Maj.  O.  K.  Warren,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  but  his  report  thereon  has  been  delayed  from  the  pressure 
of  other  important  duties.  Since  the  date  of  the  act  there  has  been  an 
almost  continued  increase  of  new  and  important  data.  Previous  to  the 
past  fiscal  year  the  surveys  which  Major  Warren  had  caused  to  be  made 
did  not  include  the  bridges  and  changes  made  since  1870,  but  during 
the  year  a  survey  has  been  made  of  those  bridges  and  much  additional 
information  has  been  obtained. 

As  all  the  material  has  now  been  collected,  it  is  expected  that  the 
report  will  be  received  in  time  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  early  in  the 
approaching  session. 

(See  Appendix  W  1.) 

2.  To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  an  act  for  the  further  security  of  navigation  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver, 
approved  March  3, 1875,  a  board  of  engineer  officers  was  constituted  to 
consider  the  subject  of  causing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  end  of 
all  or  any  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  for  the  better  security  and 
convenience  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  for  rafts  of  logs  and  timber. 

The  report  of  the  board,  with  my  letter  of  transmission,  was  printed 
in  Executive  Document  No.  41,  House  of  Bepresentatives,  Forty-fourth 
Congress,  second  session,  and  will  be  found  in  Appendix  W  2  of  this 
report.  I  again  invite  attention  to  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained. 

RAILED  AD   ACCIDENTS. 

A  bill,  H.  R.  No.  4558,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  second  session,  was 
introduced  by  Hon.  J.  A.  Garfield,  to  provide  for  the  more  thorough 
investigation  of  accidents  on  railroads ;  and  a  communication,  contain- 
ing remarks  upon  the  bill,  from  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke,  civil  engineer,  was 
submitted  by  Mr.  Garfield  to  the  President  and  referred  to  the  War 
Department  and  thence  to  this  office. 

The  papers  in  the  case  were  subsequently  transmitted  to  the  Board 
of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  for  consideration  and  suggestion  and  such 
modification  or  amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  might  see  fit  to  propose. 

The  reply  of  the  Board,  together  with  the  communication  of  Mr.  Clarke 
and  a  copy  of  the  bill  in  question,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  W  4  of 
this  report. 
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LAKE  HARBORS  AND  RIVERS. 

HARBOR    IMPROVEMENTS    AT    SUPERIOR    CITY,    SUPERIOR    BAY,    AND 
DULUTH,  LAKE  SUPERIOR. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  F.  U.  Farqahar,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  harbor  at  Duluthj  Minnesota, — Three  hundred  and 
ten  cords  of  stone  were  placed  as  an  enrockment  along  the  channel- 
face  of  the  north  pier  of  the  canal.  A  contract  has  been  made  for  con- 
tinaing  the  dredging  in  the  inside  harbor.  To  continue  this  dredging 
economically,  the  officer  in  charge  recommends  an  annual  appropriation 
of  $30,000  until  the  work  is  completed. 

Jaly  1,  1876,  amount  available $4,317  06 

Amoaut  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagufit  14, 1876 15,000  00 

$19,317  06 

July  1, 1877,  amoaot  expended  during  fiscal  year 2, 601  35 

Jaly  1, 1877,  oQtstanding  liabilities 32  12 

2,633  47 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available - 16,683  59 

Aaiount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879 .  50, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  X  1.) 

2.  Improvifig  natural  entrance  to  the  Bay  of  Superior, — Some  repairs 
were  made  to  the  inner  end  of  the  Minnesota  pier.  There  has  been  no 
shoaling  in  the  channel-way  between  the  piers. 

Daring  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  protect  Minnesota  Point 
at  a  place  where  the  winds  have  cut  it  down. 

As  the  piers  will  soon  require  some  repairs,  the  officer  in  charge  recom- 
mends that  $7,000  be  appropriated  for  this  and  other  contingencies. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $89  46 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 3,000  00 

$3,089  46 

JaJy  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 589  46 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,500  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  repairs  of  existing  works 7, 000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    7, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  X  2.) 

HARBORS  ON  LAKE  SUPERIOR,  (EXCEPT  DULUTH  AND  SUPERIOR  CITY,) 
ON  GREEN  BAY,  AND  ON  THE  WESTERN  SHORE  OP  LAKE  MICHIGAN, 
NORTH  OF  MILWAUKEE,  WISCONSIN. 

Officer  in  cbarge,  Maj.  Henry  M.  Robert,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Ontonagon  Harbor,  Michigan, — The  work  under  contract  has  been 
completed.  Superstructure  is  being  built  over  the  unfinished  cribs, 
which,  when  done,  will  make  the  piers  each  about  1,300  feet  long;  2,500 
feet  being  the  length  originally  planned.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  the 
pier-extension,  for  which  purpose  $30,000  is  asked  for  by  the  oflftcer  in 
cbarge. 

7  E 
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This  is  an  importaDt  work,  being  the  only  available  harbor  of  refuge 
on  a  long  stretch  of  coast.  . 

Jaly  1,  1876,  amount  available $4,793  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1^6 15, 000  00 

$19,793  74 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 4, 845  :19 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 14,948  35 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 193, 170  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1879.     30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  1.) 

2.  Uagle  Harbor^  Michigan, — The  work  of  blasting  a  channel  across 
the  ledge  of  rock  which  obstructs  the  entrance  to  this  harbor,  com- 
menced in  1875,  was  continued  and  is  still  in  progress.  The  work  of 
drilling  and  blasting  is  nearly  finished  and  the  broken  rock  is  being 
removed  by  a  dredge. 

Although  the  project  being  carried  out  contemplates  a  further  expend- 
iture of  $186,362,  tbe  oflficer  in  charge  does  not  consider  such  a  large 
additional  outlay  upon  this  harbor  justifiable,  and  proposes,  after  tbe 
channel  is  cut  through  the  ledge  of  rock,  to  build  short  guiding  crib- 
piers,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cbannel,  when  he  thinks  the  harbor  will 
need  no  further  improvement.  This  will  require  a  furtber  appropriation 
of  $10,000  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  and  will  reduce  the  expense  of  the 
improvement  at  this  harbor,  from  the  estimate,  by  $176,362. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available t9,933  99 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 

?21,933  99 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8, 345  22 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 13,588  77 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 186,362  36 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  2.) 

3.  Marquette  Harbor^  Michigan, — Some  repairs  were  made  to  the  break- 
water. ]So  other  work  is  contemplated  during  the  present  season.  The 
recommendation  for  an  increase  of  400  feet  to  the  length  of  the  break- 
water, made  during  the  last  two  years,  is  renewed.  The  extension  will 
cost  $68,000,  and  if  made,  the  work  will  then  have  cost  $10,870  less 
than  originally  estimated,  and  will  be  410  feet  longer,  than  originally 
proposed.  For  this  purpose  $20,000  will  be  required  for  the  next  fiscal 
year. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $l,0a3  45 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 2, 000  00 

$3,083  45 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expend^  during  fiscal  year 592  55 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,490  90 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  project  recommended 68, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  3.) 

4.  Menomonee  Harbor,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, — ^Tbe  contract  of  the 
previous  year  was  extended  to  cover  the  working  season  of  1876.  Forty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  and  two-tenths  cubic  yards  of 
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dredging  was  done,  which,  with  the  quantity  previously  removed,  makes 
a  total  of  134,061^^^  cubic  yards  of  material  removed  under  this  con- 
tract. Eighty-three  thousand  cubic  yards  were  dredged  in  the  harbor 
by  private  parties,  and  the  south  pier  received  extensive  repairs.  Five 
cribs  are  being  built  in  extension  of  the  piers  during  the  present  season 
by  contract,  and  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  pier  extension  during 
the  fiscal  year  1878-'79. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $12,245  47 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 8, 000  00 

$20,245  47 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10, 714  24 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,531  23 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 79,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879..  25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  4.) 

5.  Oreen  Bay  Harbor,  Wisconsin. — The  east  and  west  pier-revetments 
were  repaired  where  damaged  by  the  moving  ice  in  the  winter  of  1875-'7C, 
and  the  pile-protection  to  the  east  pier  has  been  extended.  Dredging 
on  the  line  of  the  improvement  will  be  continued  during  the  present 
season  as  far  as  the  available  funds  will  permit.  The  continuation  of 
the  same  work  Is  proposed  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

This  harbor  should  be  pushed  to  an  early  completion,  as,independently 
of  the  local  trade,  it  forms  the  lake-outlet  for  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
river  improvement.  A  straight  channel  of  14  feet  water  through  the 
flats  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fox  Eiver  is  the  object  aimed  at.  To  pre- 
serve it  when  completed  will  require  a  small  annual  appropriation. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available ^19  16 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 8,000  00 

$8,419  16 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year. , 2, 274  73 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 6,144  43 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  ezistiuj?  project 27,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  le79.  15,000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  5.) 

6.  Harbor  of  Refuge  at  Sturgeon  Bay  Canal^  Wisconsin. — 'No  appropri- 
ation has  been  made  and  no  work  done  since  1874.  The  canal  company 
has  resumed  work  on  the  canal.  The  pile  piers  require  repairs,  and  the 
recommendation  of  last  year  that  t5,000  be  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  for  such  repairs  as  may  be  required  from  time  to  time,  is 
renewed  by  the  officer  in  charge.  The  piers  will  be  partly  filled  this 
sumuQer  with  the  small  amount  on  hand.  The  work  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  ruin  for  want  of  repairs,  as  the  harbor  will  eventually 
be  an  important  point  when  the  canal  is  completed. 

July  I,  1876,  amount  available f401  21 

July  I,  1877,  amount  available 401  21 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 130,000  00. 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  for  repairs 5,000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  6.) 

7.  Ahnepee  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — ^The  United  States  dredge  was  pul  in 
working  order,  and  is  engaged  in  removing  the  rock  blasted  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  in  1876.  Superstructures  are  being  built  on  the  seven  cribs 
sunk  in  1875  by  contract.    The  operations  proposed  for  the  next  fiscal 
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year  are  the  continuation  of  the  rock  work  commenced  in  the  spring  of 
1876,  under  the  modified  plan  of  December  16,  1875. 

July  1,  1876,  araoimt  available $284  91 

Amoaiit  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

'    '  ^8, 284  91 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,287  86 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 6,997  05 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 87, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  22, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  7.) 

8.  Tico  Rivers  Harhor^  Wisconsin, — Repairs  were  made  on  the  pile- 
revetment  at  the  shore  end  of  the  north  pier,  which  was  damaged  during 
a  storm.  Day-marks  were  erected  on  the  sunken  cribs  at  the  end  of 
each  pier.  Superstructure  is  now  being  built  on  the  six  cribs  sunk  in 
1875.  The  piers  will  be  further  extended,  sand-proof  lining  placed  on 
the  pile  piers,  and  some  dredging  done  in  the  channel  with  the  amount 
required  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,012  65 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

$6,012  65 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 043  5) 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,969  12 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 155,588  80 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  T  8.) 

r  9.  Manitowoc  Harboi',  Wiscoiisin, — Superstructure  was  built  over  two 
cribs  sunk  in  1875,  the  work  being  done  by  hired  labor  and  purchase  in 
open  market.  General  repairs  to  the  oldest  portion  of  the  piers  were 
commenced  in  the  spring  and  are  still  in  progress.  The  operations  con- 
templated during  the  next  fiscal  year  are  the  extension  of  the  piers  and 
dredging. 

.  This  port,  being  the  oftenest  sought  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  of  all  on  the 
northwestern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  should  be  improved,  so  as  to 
admit  vessels  drawing  16  feet  water  in  all  weather,  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,143  48 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 8, 000  00 

|9, 143  48 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,  Oil  79 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,131  69 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 36, 682  54 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  9.) 

10.  Sheboygan  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — The  work  of  repair  (commenced  in 
1875)  on  the  old  portion  of  the  piers  was  continued,  and  though  tempo- 
rarily suspended  since  June  1,  will  be  resumed  about  September  1,  and 
continued  through  the  fiscal  year  1878-^79,  should  funds  be  appropri- 
ated. The  decay  of  the  old  superstructure,  and  the  necessity  for  dredg- 
iiigj  together  with  the  elevation  of  the  lake-bed  since  work  was  com- 
menced,  render  additional  outlay  necessary.  The  cost  has  so  far  ex- 
ceeded the  estimates  by  $5,351,  but  over  $15,450  have  been  expended 
on  repairs  since  July  1, 1875. 
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July  1,  1876,  amouDt  available $2,400  24 

AmonDt  appropriated  by  act  appruved  August  14,  1^6 (i,  0(K)  00 

$8, 400  24 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,351  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3.049  24 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  for  repairs ! 6,000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  10.) 

11.  Port  Washington  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — Eepairs  were  made  ou  the 
embankroenfi  betweeu  the  harbor  and  the  Sauk  Eiver,  and  to  the  pile 
revetment  of  the  soath  bank  of  the  harbor.  The  United  States  dredge 
was  put  in  Working  order  in  anticipation  of  an  appropriation  in  time  to 
work  during  the  season  of  1876.  Kepairs  were  also  made  on  the  north 
pier.  The  dredging  of  the  north  basin  will  be  commenced  this  season 
and  continued,  accoiding  to  the  modified  plan,  during  the  next  fiscal 
year,  should  further  appropriation  be  made. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $1,321  25 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 8,000  00 

$9,32125 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 1, 776  07 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 7,r>45  18 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 66, 527  17 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  'M,  1879 .       12, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Y  11.) 

HARBORS  OP  MILWAUKEE,  RACINE,  AND  KENOSHA,  LAKE  MICHIGAN — 
IMPROVEMENT  OF    FOX  AND  WISCONSIN  RIVEKS. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.-D.  0.  Houston,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Oapt. 
G.  J.  Lydecker  (to  May  5,  1877)  and  Lieut.  ¥.  A.  Hinman,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  MilwanJcee  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — The  stone  superstructure  over  the 
north  pier  was  completed  last  season  for  a  distance  of  560  feet,  except 
pavement  between  the  side  walls  and  part  of  the  filling  between. 

The  sum  of  J5,000  of  the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876,  was  made 
available  in  September,  1876,  and  a  part  of  it  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  pile  and  timber  protection  for  a  distance  of  560  feet  on  the 
channel-face  of  the  north  pier. 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  ($21,000)  was  made^  available  in 
April,  1877,  and  is  now  being  applied  to  rebuilding  the  ol(l  superstruc- 
ture of  the  south  pier. 

It  is  expected  this  season  to  complete  the  pavement  of  the  north  pier 
as  far  as  the  walls  are  laid,  and  to  make  some  uec*>essary  repairs. 

The  future  work  contemplated  at  present  is  the  completion  of  the 
stone  superstructure  over  the  north  pier,  and  some  additional  filling  in 
the  outer  cribs  of  both  piers. 

Jnly  1,  1876,  amount  available $7, 575  87 

Amoaut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 26, 000  00 

§83,575  87 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10,314  73 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,233  94 

15,548  67 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 18,027  20 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30,000  00 

Amount  that  tan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.       30, 000  0  J 

(See  Appendix  Z  1.) 
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2.  Racine  Harbor^  Wisconsin. — No  work  was  done  in  1876,  except  some 
minor  repairs  needed  for  preservation  of  the  north  pier. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  ($8,000,)  was  made  available  in 
April,  1877,  and  is  being  applied  to  rebuilding  about  600  feet  of  the  old 
timber  superstructure  of  the  north  pier.  It  is  expected  to  complete  this 
work  this  season.  The  future  work  contemplatBd  at  present  is  the  exten- 
sion of  the  north  pier  150  feet.  \ 

July  1»  1876,  amount  available ,..       $244  57 

Atnoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1^6 8,000  00 

$8,244  57 

July  1,  1877,  amount  ex  penned  during  fiscal  year 463  95 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1 ,  637  30 

2,101  25 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 6, 143  32 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .  21, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  2.) 

3.  Kenosha  Harbor^  Wisconsin, — No  work  was  done  at  this  harbor  in 
1876,  except  some  minor  repairs. 

The  appropriation  ot  August  14,  .1876,  ($8,000,)  was  made  available 
in  April,  1877,  and  this  season  tlie  superstructure  has  been  rebuilt  over 
the  two  outer  cribs  of  the  north  pier  100  feet  in  length,  and  their  filling 
which  had  settled  replaced. 

Some  dredging  will  also  be  needed  this  season. 

The  future  work  required  at  this  harbor  consists  in  general  repairs  to 
old  work,  dredging  iu  channel  and  extension  of  the  piers  from  time  to 
time. 

July  1,  1870,  amount  available $1361  83 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 8, 000  00 

$8, 301  83 

Jnly  1,  1S77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 874  72 

July  1,  1B77,  outstanding  liabilities 3,415  8(5 

4,290  58 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 4,071  25 

Amount  (estimated)  rc(iuired  for  comp1(^.tion  of  existing  project 80,000  00 

Amount  tliat  can  be  prolitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1879..   17, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  rivers. — The  improvement  of 
these  rivers  is  being  carried  on  in  accordance  with  the  plan  heretofore 
reported,  and  the  results  are  given  in  detail  in  the  accompanying  re- 
ports in  Appendix  Z. 

It  is  expected  this  season  to  complete  all  the  new  locks  and  dams, 
except  the  coping  on  four  locks  on  the  upper  Fox,  to  excavate  canals 
at  these  four  locks,  and  put  in  temporary  dams  at  same,  so  as  to  com- 
plete the  system  of  slack-water  navigation  in  the  Fox  Eiver. 

The  further  improvement  will  consist  in  dredging  and  in  rebuilding 
old  works.  The  old  locks  are  being  put  in  the  best  working  order 
practicable. 
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No  work  has  been  done  on  the  Wisconsin  Eiver  since  1875,  owing  to 
insufficient  fands. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $159,442  17 

AmouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 270, 000  00 

$429,442  17 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 269, 448  68 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 14,685  48 

284, 134  16 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 145,308  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2,975,663  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J  une  30, 1879.      750, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  Z  4.) 

HARBORS    OF    CHICAGO,   CALUMET,    MICHIGAN    CITY,    AND   NEW   BUF- 
FALO, LAKE   MICHIGAN. 

Officers  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  May  5, 
1877,  since  which  time  Capt.  G.  J.  Lydecker,  Corps  of  Engineers.  . 

1.  Chicago  Harbor^  Illinois, — Three  courses  of  superstructure,  with 
stone  filling  and  planking,  were  built  on  the  north  pier  extension,  COO 
feet  in  length ;  24  oak  piles  driven  and  capped  as  a  protection  to  the 
pier-head.  The  close  pile  protection  on  sea  side  of  breakwater  was 
extended  292  feet.  Some  of  the  breakwater-cribs  were  partly  refilled 
with  stone,  to  provide  against  settlement  which  has  taken  place  since 
their  completion  in  1875. 

The  unexpended  balance  available  at  the  close  of  the  year  will  be 
applied  to  repairing  the  old  piers  and  extending  pile  protection  at  end 
of  north  pier. 

An  appropriation  of  $150,000  is  recommended  by  the  officer  in  charge 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  to  be  applied  as  follows  : 
$100,000  for  continuation  of  breakwater;  $40,000  for  dredging  in  outer 
harbor;  $10,000  for  repairs  of  oldj)iers. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $15,524  92 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

20, 524  92 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 17,855  48 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,669  44 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     150, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  A  A  1.) 

2.  Calumet  Harbor^  lUinois. — ^Work  at  this  harbor  was  not  commenced 
during  the  fiscal  year  until  the  1st  of  May;  since  then  13,880  cubic 
yards  have  been  dredged  between  the  piers  and  through  the  outer  bar. 

Materials  for  extending  the  north  pier  150  feet  have  been  purchased, 
and  the  work  of  framing  cribs  commenced.  Dredging  operations 
will  soon  be  suspended,  when  about  18,000  cubic  yards  will  have  been 
excavated.  The  extension  of  the  north  pier  will  exhaust  the  balance  of 
the  appropriation. 

The  original  estimate  of  this  improvement  was,  in  round  numbers, 
^300,000,  of  which  $250,000  has  been  appropriated  to  dat«,  leaving 
^50,000  to  complete,  all  of  which  is  asked  by  the  officer  in  charge  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  This  is  needed  to  complete  the  dredg- 
ing and  to  extend  the  piers  into  deep  water. 
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Jnly  1,1876,  amoant  available $1,807  33 

AmooDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 20, 000  00 

$21, 807  33 

July  1,  1877,  atnonut  expended  during  iiscal  year 6, 648  29 

Julyl,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,307  80 

8, 956  09 

Julyl,  1877,  amount  available 12,851  24 

Amount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      50, 000  00 

(See*  Appendix  A  A  2.) 

3.  Michigan  City  Harbor j  Indiana, — The  principal  work  contemplated 
at  the  beginning  of  tbe  year  was  to  place  the  superstructare  on 
twelve  cribs  of  the  breakwater  which  were  sunk  during  the  previous 
season.  No  money  became  available  for  this  purpose  until  the  middle 
of  September,  and  it  was  the  1st  of  October  before  work  was  fairly 
commenced.  The  season  was  then  so  far  advanced  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  make  much  progress,  the  work  at  the  begiuning  being 
from  1  to  3  feet  under  water.  By  the  end  of  November  there  was  one 
course  of  the  superstructure  above  the  water  over  the  entire  length  of 
the  breakwater,  except  one  crib,  and  the  second  course  was  placed  for  a 
distance  of  200  feet;  the  entire  work  was  well  filled  with  stone.  A  ter- 
rific gale,  lasting  four  days,  (November  28  to  December  1,)  destroyed  all 
that  had  been  accomplished,  and  the  severity  of  the  weather  precluded 
any  further  operations  at  that  time.  Work  was  resumed  May  1,  and 
continued  until  the  end  of  the  j-ear  in  repairing  the  damage  done  to  the 
unfinished  work  by  the  gale  referred  to,  and  by  subsequent  storms  during 
the  winter.  Tbe  bulk  of  the  last  appropriation  has  been  exhausted  iu 
this  way.  The  experience  of  the  past  year  at  this  exposed  point  indi- 
cates the  urgent  need  of  making  the  next  appropriation  sufiicient  to 
complete  the  work,  at  least  so  far  as  necessary  to  avoid  damage  and 
loss  such  as  that  above  reported.  The  amount  required  for  this  pur- 
pose is  $100,000,  to  be  applied  as  follows: 

For  completing  construction  of  breakwater ^75, 000  00 

For  refilling  and  repairing  harbor-piers 5,000  00 

For  dredging  iu  enter  harbor 20, 000  00 

July  1,  1H76,  amount  available $1,191  05 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 35, 000  00 

-1 J36, 191  05 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 25, 579  12 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,621  82 

27,200  94 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 8,990  11 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 120,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitaUJy  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     lOU,  000  00 

(See  Appendix  AA  3.) 

4.  N'ew  Buffalo  Harbor  J  Michigan. — There  wtis  no  work  done  here  dur- 
ing the  year.    None  is  contemplated  for  the  ensuing  year. 

There  has  been  no  appropriation  for  this  improvement  since  1872,  and 
none  is  now  recommended. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $5,541  85 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 528  4 1 

July  1,  1877,  amonnt  available 5,013  44 

(See  Appendix  A  A  4.) 
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HARBORS  ON  THE  EASTERN  SHORE  OP  LAKE  MICHIGAN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  S.  M.  Mansfield,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Charlevoix  Harbor^  Michigan. — ^Tbisis  anew  work,  for  which  $10,000 
was  appropriated  in  the  act  of  August  14, 1876.  This  will  be  expended 
this  season  in  dredging  a  channel  of  II  feet,  and  constructing  a  south 
pier  to  protect  its  mouth  from  being  closed  by  the  drift  of  sand  along 
the  beach.    The  work  is  under  contract  and  progressing. 

In  further  continuance  of  this  work  of  improvement  830,000  can  be 
very  profitably  expended  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1 ,  1877,  amount  expended  (luring  fiscal  year $135  57 

July  1, 1877,  outstaDding  liabilities.. 4,6*40  19 

4,755  76 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 5,244  24 

Amount  (estimated)  reqnirod  for  completion  of  existing  project ^....     17«,  000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .       30, 000  00 

(iSee  Appendix  B  B  1.) 

2.  Frankfort  Sarhor^  Michigan. — For  want  of  sufficient  funds  no  work 
was  attempted  during  the  fiscal  year  beyond  some  slight  repairs  to  the 
existing  work.  Three  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  this  work 
by  act  of  August  14, 1876.  This,  with  the  balance  of  former  appropria- 
tion, will  permit  of  the  addition  of  one  crib  to  the  south  pier;  the  rais- 
ing of  the  pier  for  a  distance  of  300  feet  to  the  proper  level  ^bove  water; 
the  replacing  of  broken  timbers  by  new  ones,  and  the  filling  of  the  outer 
crib  of  the  south  pier,  which  is  almost  entirely  empty. 

There  is  an  available  water-way  of  11  feet  between  the  piers. 

The  harbor  is  an  important  one,  owing  to  its  locality,  and  should 
have  a  permanent  depth  of  at  least  14  feet. 

To  carry  out  the  recommendations  made  yearly  since  1872  will  require 
$22,000,  which  amount  can  bo  profitably  expended  next  season. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $4,402  42 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 3,000  00 

?7, 402  42 

July  1, 1H77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 141  96 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2, 810  15 

3,952  11 

July  1,  1677,  amount  available 3,450  31 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 22,  000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  Hscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      22, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  2.) 

3.  Manistee  Harbor^  Michi^a^i. — During  the  year  some  needed  repairs 
were  made  to  tlie  piers,  and  an  obstruction  of  sand  at  the  bend  in  the 
river  was  removed,  affording  temporary  relief  to  navigation. 

There  is  an  available  channel-way  of  abaut  10  feet  between  the  Gov- 
ernment piers. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  ($14,000,)  a  contract  has 
been  made  to  remove  the  point  of  sand  in  bend  of  river  and  revet  the 
bank  for  a  distance  of  320  feet,  and  dredge  the  channel  to  a  depth  of  12 
feet. 

As  the  further  extension  of  the  piers  is  demanded,  and  according  to 
the  estimates  a  balance  of  $76,771  is  required  for  the  purpose,  the  sum 
of  $30,000  can  be  very  profitably  expended  next  season. 
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July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available fl0,381  78 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 14, 000  00 

|24, 381  78 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10,564  42 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 6, 647  57 

— *         17,  icii  yy 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available '. 7, 169  79 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 76, 771  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.     30, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BBS.) 

4.  Ludington  Harhor,  Michigan. — But  little  was  accomplished  during 
the  year  with  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  1875. 

Danng  a  severe  gale  of  the  8th  of  December,  the  end  crib  of  south 
pier  was  forced  out  and  lodged  upon  the  beach.  It  will  be  recovered 
and  placed  in  the  north  pier  this  season. 

The  harbor  is  in  good  condition,  having  a  channel  of  V2  feet  through 
the  center  betvyeen  the  piers. 

Ten  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  by  act  of  August  14,  1876,  and 
will  be  applied  chiefly  to  pier-extension. 

The  work  is  i)rogres8ing  under  contract. 

The  recommendations  tor  pier-extension  are  renewed.  The  estimates 
amount  to  $26,000,  which  sum  can  be  profitably  expended  next  season. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available S2,037  03 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1676 10, 000  00 

$12,  037  03 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  j^ear 1,826  47 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 6, 167  53 

7,994  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 4, 043  03 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiu^r  project 26,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^79.     26, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  4.) 

5.  Pentivater  Harbor j  Michigan. — The  Government  dredge  removed 
from  the  channel  7,230  cubic  yards  of  sand;  and  the  revetment  received 
some  slight  repairs;  exhausting  the  appropriation  of  1873. 

The  piers  are  in  lair  condition. 

The  north  side  revetment  will  be  carried  eastward  500  feet  or  more 
this  season,  with  the  appropriation  now  available.  This  work  is  under 
contract. 

The  recommendations  and  estimates  made  annually  since  1873  are 
renewed,  and  the  unappropriated  balance  of  $39,200  can  be  profitably 
expended  next  season. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $1,703  63 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  lc<76 10, 000  00 

?ll,703  63 

July  1,  1H77,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 1, 874  47 

July  1,  1877,  outstandiugliabilities 0,957  86 

7, 832  33 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 3,871  30 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 39,200  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     39, 200  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  5.) 

'  6.  White  River  Harbor,  Michigan, — Some  repairs  were  made  to  the 
piers,  and  the  Government  dredge  removed  a  wreck  and  12,480  cubic 
yards  of  sand  from  the  channel,  exhausting  the  appropriation  of  1875, 
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From  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1870,  $1,000  was  allotted  late 
in  the  season  to  secure  the  work  for  the  winter,  and  expended. 

This  spring  the  channel  was  found  available  for  vessels  drawing  only 
9  feet  of  water.  ^ 

The  Government  dredge  has  opened  a  channel  of  10  feet,  and  some 
repairs  have  been  made  to  the  revetments.  Work  to  the  extent  of  avail- 
able funds  will  be  done  later  in  the  season,  in  dredging,  &c. 

Thirty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  remain  to 
be  appropriated  for  pier-extension,  to  complete  the  present  project.  It 
can  be  profitably  expended  during  the  next  working-season. 

July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $2,080  46 

AmouD t  appropriated  by  act  approved  ^^igust  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

7, 080  46 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  duriuj^  fiscal  year 4, 150  79 

July  1, 1877,   amount  available 2, 929  67 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project,  (including 

dredging) 36,H91  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  iiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  32, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BBC.) 

7.  Muskegon  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  work  at  this  harbor  during  the 
fiscal  year  consisted  of  necessary  repairs. 

The  chanuel  is  in  good  condition,  with  an  available  water-way  of  13 
feet. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876,  two  cribs  will  be  added 
to  the  south  pier.  The  work  is  under  contract.  The  end  of  the  pier  will 
then  rest  in  *J0  feet  of  water,  and  no  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  fiscal 
year  1878-'70. 

July  1,  1H76,  amount  available 86, 55W  62 

Anioiiut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  lc?76 15,000  00 

§>1,528  62 

.July  1,  H77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,703  16 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 8,543  98 

12,247  14 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9, 281  48 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8,8'J8  04 

(See  Appendix  B  B  7.) 

8.  Grand  Haven  Harbor^  Michigan, — Both  pier-heads  were  riprapped 
last  fall  and  some  defective  places  in  piers  and  revetments  repaired, 
leaving  them  in  good  condition  for  the  winter. 

The  whole  channel-way  between  the  piers  is  now  available  for  any 
class  vessel  plying  the  lakes. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $15,000  of  act  of  August  14,  1876,  the 
north  pier  will  be  extended  150  feet.  The  work  is  progressing  under 
contract. 

Upon  completion  the  pierheads  will  be  nearly  abreast.  As  a  further 
extension  of  the  north  piet  may  be  deferred  tor  the  present,  the  esti- 
mates therefor  are  omitted. 

Fourteen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  will  be  required  to  continue 
the  revetment  into  the  bend  of  the  river,  and  $3,640  for  repairs.  Nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  dollars  aud  ninety-six  cents  is  also 
required  to  renew  the  superstructure  over  800  feet  of  south  pier.  Total, 
$27,648.96. 
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Jaly  1, 1876,  amonnt  available 14,774  23 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15,000  00 

fl9,7T4  23 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 506  12 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 13,264  72 

16,770  84 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,003  39 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 44, 148  96 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    27, 600  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  8.) 

9.  Black  Lake  Harbor^  Michigan. — The  encroachments  of  sand  throngh 
the  revetment  and  by  the  month  of  the  harbor  left  but  7  feet  \yater  in 
the  channel  last  fall.  The  funds  on  hand  were  not  sufficient  for  the 
extended  repairs  accessary,  so  the  pier-heads  were  secured  and  the  work 
left  for  the  winter.  This  spring  we  find  but  about  C.J  feet  water  between 
the  piers  for  quite  a  distance. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876,  the  whole  work  will  be 
put  in  complete  order,  with  revetments  impervious  to  tbe  passage  of 
sand.  The  channel  will  be  dredged  out  to  II  feet  water  and  south  pier 
extended  50  feet.    The  work  is  now  progressing  under  contract. 

Both  piers  should  be  extended  200  feet  to  secure  a  channel-way  of  12 
feet,  which  is  proportionate  to  the  harbor's  commercial  importance. 
Thirty-two  thousand  dollars  will  be  needed  for  this  purpose,  and  can  be 
profitably  expended  during  the  next  season. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $4,281  65 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

$19,281  65 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,608  32 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 7, 191  18 

8,799  50 

July  1,1877,  amonnt  available 10,482  15 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 32, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  July  30,  l?J79 . .  32, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  9.) 

10.  Satigatuck Harbor^  Michigan. — One-half  the  appropriation  of  August 
14, 1876,  was  made  available  last  fall,  and  all  necessary  repairs  were 
made  to  the  piers  to  secure  them  for  the  winter.  The  balance  of  the 
appropriation  was  made  available  this  spring,  and  during  June  par- 
tially expended  in  refilling  the  piers  and  revetments  and  decking  the 
south  pier- bead. 

Thirty-eight  thousand  fourhundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  and  seventy- 
four  cents  has  been  estimated  as  necessary  to  complete  the  existing 
project,  $10,000  of  which  can  be  profitably  expended  next  season  in 
extending  the  north  pier. 

July  1, 1870,  amount  available |244  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 187G 3,  OOJ  00 

?3,244  86 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,705  &Z 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,  111  83 

2,817  65 


July  1, 1877,  amount  available 427  21 

mount  (estimated)  required  foi 
mouut  that  can  be  profitably  es 

(See  Appendix  BB  10.) 


Amount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3*^,  458  74 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  iiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879..   10, 000  00 
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11.  South  Haven  Harbor,  Michigan. — Of  the  last  appropriation  for  this 
work  ($10,000)  there  was  allotted  late  in  the  season  $3,500  for  absolutely 
necessary  repairs.  The  pier-heads  were  secured,  and  now  stand  in  good 
condition. 

During  the  winter  a  breach  of  90  feet  was  forced  through  the  south 
revetment,  near  the  shore-line,  through  which  the  sand  entered  and 
filled  the  channel  between  the  piers,  so  as  to  leave  but  6^  feet  of  water. 

The  balance  now  available  will  oe  used  this  season  in  closing  this 
gap  and  dredging  the  channel  to  about  11  feet.  The  work  is  being  done 
with  the  Government  machinery  and  hired  labor. 

The  recommendations  of  last  year  are  renewed  :  250  feet  revetment, 
north  side,  estimated  cost  $12,000,  and  the  extension  of  both  piers  300 
feet,  estimated  cost  $60,000,  of  which  $25,000  can  be  profitably  expended 
during  the  next  working  season. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $90  27 

Amount  app:oi)riated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10,000  00 

$10,090  27 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during;  fiscal  year 4,736  05 

July  1, 1877,  outstandlug  liabilities 1,4:^30 

6, 175  :55 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available -^ 3,914  92 

Amount,  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existin)^  project 72, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      25, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  BB  11.) 

12.  Saint  Joseph  Harbor  and  Biver^  Michigan. — A  part  of  the  appro- 
priation of  August  14, 1876,  was  expended  in  needed  repairs,  and  a 
contract  made  to  extend  the  north  pier  50  feet. 

As  a  considerable  outlay  is  necessary  to  put  the  work  in  complete 
order,  the  balance  on  hand  will  be  applied  accordingly  this  season. 

The  end  crib  of  north  pier  was  carried  away  in  March,  1876 ;  its  place 
was  supplied  with  a  new  crib  in  June  last. 

The  water  in  the  channel  holds  to  a  good  depth. 

The  recommendations  and  estimates  of  last  year  are  renewed,  viz : 
to  extend  the  north  pier  to  16  feet  water,  estimated  to  cost  $16,261.71 ; 
and  $15,000  will  be  required  for  the  improvement  in  the  river  at  the 
mouth  of  canal  leading  to  Benton  Harbor. 

July  1, 187C,  amontit  available $365  40 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 12, 000  00 

f  12, 365  40 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4, 309  36 

July  1,  lt^7,  outstanding  liabilities 1,048  74 

5,358  10 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 7,007  30 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 31,261  71 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      31, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  B  12.) 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  SAINT  MABY'S  FALLS  CANAL — CONSTRUCTION  OF 
HARBOR  OF  REFUGE  ON  LAKE  HURON — IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HAR- 
BORS  OF  AU  SABLE  AND  THUNDER  BAY;  OF  DETROIT  RIVER  AND 
SAINT  CLAIR  RIVER  AT  MOUTH  OF  BLACK   RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  G,  Weitzel,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with  Capt.  A. 
N.  Lee,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate  orders. 

1.  Improvement  of  Saint  3Iary^8  Falls  Ganal^  Michigan. — Duringtheyear 
54,637  cubic  feet  of  cut  stone,  about  one-fifth  of  all  required  for  the  new 
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locks,  have  been  delivered ;  113,373  cubic  feet  of  masonry,  about  one-sixth 
of  all  required^  laid  in  the  walls.  The  arm  between  the  south  pier  at  the 
foot  of  the  new  locks  and  the  shore-line  was  filled  in  to  the  level  of  the 
shore,  and  the  banks  of  the  canal  near  its  lower  end  were  raised. 

The  officer  in  charg^  is  of  opinion  that  for  an  economical  and  rapid 
prosecution  of  this  work  the  sum  of  $300,000  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available p97/227  93 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 130, 000  00 

527, 227  93 
July  1;  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 10^,  213  84 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 419.014  09 

Amount  (estimated)  reonired  for  completion  of  existing  project 570, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiog  June  30!li7d.     300, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  0  0  1.) 

2.  Construction  of  Harbor  of  Refuge^  Lake  Hurouj  Michigan, — During 
the  past  year  9  cribs  65  feet  long  were  placed  and  filled  in  continuation 
of  the  east  or  sea  arm  of  the  breakwater.  Oontract  was  entered  into  to 
build  3  more  of  these  cribs,  and  to*  place  the  superstructure  on  these 
three  and  thirteen  others  which  are  already  in  place.  This  contract 
will  be  completed  during  the  present  season,  and  there  will  be  2,310 
linear  feet  of  the  sea-arm  in  place.  A  contract  for  the  removal  of  the 
wreck  of  the  "Oity  of  Buffalo  "  and  several  dangerous  bowlders  has  also 
been  entered  into,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  completed  during  the  present 
season. 

When  these  contracts  are  all  executed  there  will  remain  only  1,690 
linear  feet  of  the  sea-arm  of  the  breakwater  to  construct  in  order  to 
complete  this  improvement.  If  it  is  decided  to  close  the  opening  which 
has  been  left  in  the  shore-arm,  it  will  cost  altogether,  it  is  estimated, 
$330,000  to  complete  this  improvement,  and  it  is  recommended  by  the 
officer  in  charge,  for  the  sake  of  economj',  that  this  sum  be  appropriated 
at  once. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $96,098  74 

Aniouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1CT6 75, 000  00 

171,698  74 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 95,373  94 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 76,324  80 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 330, 000  0  ) 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1879.     330, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  C  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Au  Sable  River  Harbor^  Michigan. — Nothing  has 
been  done  on  this  work  during  the  year,  and  no  appropriation  is  asked 
for. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $1,426  62 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 1, 000  00 

2,426  62 
July  1,1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 313  13 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,113  49 

(See  Appendix  O  0  3.) 

4.  Improvement  of  Thunder  Bay  Harbor^  Michigan, — This  work,  which 
consists  in  dredging  to  get  13  feet  water  at  tbe  month  of  Thunder  Bay 
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Eiver,  will  be  placed  nnder  contract  and  completed  during  the  present 
season.    No  further  appropriation  will  be  required. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14,  1876 $4, 500  00 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 4.500  00 

(See  Appendix  0  C  4.) 

5.  Improvement  of  the  Saint  Clair  River,  at  tlie  mouth  of  Black  River, 
Michigan. — This  work  was  closed  on  September  30,  1876,  for  want  of 
funds.  In  order  to  complete  the  improvement  it  is  necessary  to  dredge 
/ibout  4,000  cubic  yards  more,  and  it  is  recommended  by  the  officer  in 
charge  that  the  sum  of  $1,500  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $5,390  52 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5.390  52 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     1, 500  00 

(See  Appendix  C  O  6.) 

6.  Improvement  of  Detroit  Rirer,  Michigan, — ^This  work  was  begun  in 
the  latter  part  of  September,  1876,  at  the  shallowest  portion  of  the  Lime- 
Kilns  Crossing,  directly  in  front  of  the  Canada  Southern  liailroad 
dock,  and  2,032  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavated,  when  the  funds  were  ex- 
hausted. The  work  which  has  been  done  leaves  -this  spot  in  a  more 
dangerous  condition  than  it  was  before,  because  it  has  of  course  left 
high  rock  projections  in  the  edges  of  the  excavation. 

The  officer  in  charge  believes  that  $200,000  additional  will  give  a 
channel  300  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep  across  this  dangerous  shoal,  if 
the  money  is  appropriated  at  one  time,  and  he  recommends  that  this  be 
done. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $21,446  10 

July  1,  lri77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21, 446  10 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 200, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  JnneSO,  1H79.  200,000  00 

(See  Appendix  C  C  C.) 

REPAIR  AND  PRESERVATION  OF  SAINT  OLAIR  FLATS  CANAL— IMPROVE- 
HKNT  OF  SAGINAW  RIVER  AND  CHEBOYaAN  HARBOR,  MICHIGAN. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Franklin  Harwood,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since 
February  27,  1877. 

1.  Saint  Glair  Flats  Canal. — Minor  repairs  have  been  made  on  the 
canal  banks.  Early  in  May,*1877,  extensive  damage  was  done  to  the 
banks  by  vessels  using  the  canal  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  from  running  ice. 
This  damage,  to  the  extent  of  $2,000  to  $4,000,  will  be  repaired  during 
the  summer  of  1877,  and  the  canal  placed  in  thorough  order. 

Measures  have  been  taken,  under  provisions  of  section  3,  appropria- 
tion bill,  approved  August  14, 1876,  to  prosecute  persons  who  have  dam- 
aged the  canal  banks. 

As  the  present  appropriation  will  bo  nearly  exhausted  in  repairing 
these  damages,  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  asked  for  repair  and  pres- 
ervation of  the  canal. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $11,20S  14 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year '. 5,359  16 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 5,848  98 

Anioant  (estimated)  required  for  preservation  of  existing  work 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  D  1.) 
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2,  Improvement  of  Saginaw  River^  Mkkigan. — Work  was  resumed  on 
the  pile  revetment  opposite  Carrol  ton  Bar  May  31,  1877,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  good  progress  had  been  made  of  work.  It  is  ex- 
pected, during  the  working  season  of  1877,  to  add  about  600  feet  to  this  ' 
revetment,  and  improve  the  channel  abreast  of  the  extension  by  dredg- 
ing ;  also,  to  build  a  bulkhead  235  feet  long,  from  the  head  of  the  re- 
vetment across  to  Hoyt's  Mill  site,  to  cut  off  the  flow  of  the  river  behind 
thte  revetment,  which  is  retarding  the  improvement  at  present.  The 
estimates  of  last  year  are  renewed. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $1,184  19 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 ., 11, 000  00 

12, 184  13 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,782  12 

July  1.  1H77,  amount  available 10,402  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lo79.     50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  D  D  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  Cheboygan  Harbor,  Michigan, — Nothing  has  been 
done  on  this  work  during  the  year,  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  of 
August  14, 1876,  having  been  withheld  until  early  in  May  of  the  present 
year.  It  will  be  expended  during  the  present  working  season  in  con- 
tinuing the  dredging  as  heretofore  projected.  An  appropriation  of 
$20,000  is  recommended  by  the  officer  in  charge  to  complete  the  channel 
to  a  width  of  200  feet,  with  13  feet  depth  of  water,  which  sum  can  be 
profitably  expended  in  one  working  season,  completing  the  project  for 
the  time  being. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $262  44 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10,000  00 

10,262  44 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 341  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,920  77 

: 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project.. 20,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expendtd  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  DD  3.) 

HARBORS  ON  LAKE  ERIE  WEST  OF  CLEVELAND. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.  K.  Michler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  since  Decem- 
ber 1, 1876,  previous  to  which  time  in  charge  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Blunt, 
Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Monroe  Harbor,  Michigan, — Work  was  commenced  the  last  of  May, 
and  consisted  in  partially  renewing  the  revetment  of  the  sides  of  the 
ship-canal  at  Eaisin  Eiver ;  3,260  feet  in  all  need  renewal  and  some 
slight  repairs  to  piers  are  necessary. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $40  54 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

5, 040  54 
July  1, 1677,  amount  expended  during  fiHcal  year 548  10 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 4,492  44 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  11, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  E  1.) 
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2.  Toledo  Harbor^  Ohio. — The  work  of  dredgiog  the  channel  through 
Maumee  Bay  was  resumed  on  the  30th  of  April,  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  of  the  board  of  engineer  officers,  approved  in  1876,  and  was  prin- 
cipally confined  to  the  north  or  outer  reach  near  Turtte  Island.  Forty- 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-one  cubic  yards  have  been  re- 
moved by  dredging.  The  work  will  be  continued  in  the  same  manner 
during  the  present  season.  The  projected  dimensions  of  the  channel 
are  250  feet  in  width  at  top,  with  a  depth  of  15  feet. 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available %i,  180  67 

Amoaot  appropriated  by  act  approyed  Augast  14, 1876 60, 000  00 

64,180  67 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 411  32 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available  ....^ 50,769  35 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 140, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  exx>ended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     140, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  EE  2.) 

3.  Port  Clinton  Harbor^  Ohio. — During  the  liast  days  of  June  the  work 
of  constructing  a  new  pier  or  revetment,  the  east  one,  was  commenced, 
but  only  about  800  feet  can  be  completed  before  the  present  appropria- 
tion becomes  exhausted.  When  additional  appropriation  is  made  it  is 
proposed  to  extend  the  two  piers  further  into  the  lake,  so  as  to  confine 
the  flow  of  Portage  Eiver  between  them,  and  also  to  partially  dredge  a 
eat  throughout  the  entire  length,  as  it  is  expected  that  the  strong  cur- 
rent will  open  a  channel  of  suitable  dimensions  to  meet  the  needs  of  com- 
merce. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  arailable $16  20 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1A76 5, 000  00 

5, 016  20 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  ye^ 86  27 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,929  93 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 112, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expeuded  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      20, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  E  3.) 

4.  Sandusky  City  Harbor,  Ohio. — The  work  of  dredging  the  west  channel 
of  Sandusky  Bay  was  renewed  on  the  3d  of  May,  ^ing  confined  chiefly 
to  the  outer  reach  near  Cedar  Point,  and  to  widening  the  sweeps  of  the 
several  elbows.  The  quantity  of  material  dredged  and  removed  was 
26,617  cubic  yards.  After  the  completion  of  operations  in  the  cuts 
between  the  12  and  15  foot  curves,  it  is  proposed  during  the  present 
year  to  extend  the  channel  towards  the  city  front.  The  dimensions  are 
in  width  200  feet,  and  in  depth  15  feet. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $106  77 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 25, 000  00 

26, 106  77 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,334  86 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available..! 21,771  91 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 105, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      55, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  E  4.) 

5.  Huron  Harbor^  Ohio. — There  was  no  work  done  during  the  last  fis- 
•cal  year,  as  there  was  but  a  small  balance  of  the  appropriation  available. 

8£ 
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As  soon  as  fands  are  available  some  repairs  to  the  piers  will  require 
attentioD. 

July  1, 1876,  amooDt  available $189  17 

July  1;  1877,  amount  available 189  17 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  repairs 1,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yearending  June  30, 1879.  1, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  E  E  5.) 

6.  Vermillion  Earbor^  Ohio, — In  consequence  of  the  appropriation  of 
August  14, 1876,  not  having  been  made  available  until  toward  tbe  close 
of  tbe  iiscal  year,  the  work  upon  this  improvement  was  not  renewed. 
A^  soon  as  arrangements  can  be  made,  it  will  be  forwarded  as  far  toward 
completion  as  the  small  amount  of  funds  available  will  permit.  The  works 
consist  in  the  blasting  and  removal  of  rock,  and  the  dredging  of  sand 
from  the  channel  of  the  artificial  harbor;  also,  in  slight  repairs  to  piers. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $125  45 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

5,125  45 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,011  60 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,113  85 

Amount  (estimated  )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 9, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  9, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  B  E  6.) 

7.  Black  River  Harbor^  Ohio, — During  the  fiscal  year,  by  direction  of 
my  predecessor,  very  considerable  repairs  were  made  to  the  piers,  both 
of  which  had  been  damaged  during  the  previous  spring  by  severe  gales. 
A  cut  made  by  the  lake  at  the  shore  end  of  one  of  them  was  also  closed, 
to  prevent  the  channel  from  being  filled  up  by  sand.  The  last  appro- 
priation was  nearly  exhausted  by  these  necessary  expenditures.  As 
soon  as  funds  become  available  additional  repairs  will  receive  attention. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available '. $56  41 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 6, 000  00 

6,056  41 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6,003  52 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 52  81) 

(See  Appendix  E  E  7.) 

HARBORS  ON  LAKE  ERIE  EAST  OF  BLACK  RIVER. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  E.  Blunt,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  BreaJctcater  at  Cleveland^  Ohio, — The  pile-pier  forming  the  shore  end 
was  completed  during  the  year.  Three  cribs,  each  50  feet  long,  have 
also  been  sunk,  and  the  superstructure  upon  them  partially  built.  It  is 
expected  to  extend  the  work  300  feet  with  the  balance  of  the  appropri- 
ation still  available.    Contracts  have  been  made  for  this  extension. 

For  further  continuance  of  the  breakwater  and  for  incidental  repairs 
of  the  work  an  appropriation  of  $200,000  is  asked. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $33,426  26 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 50, 000  00 

a3, 426  26 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  .^uring  fiscal  year  . 48. 152  93 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 35,273  28 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,700,000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879,  for  continuing  tbe  breakwater  and  for  incidental  repairs  of  harbor.    200, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  FF  1.) 
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2.  Repairs  of  East  Pier  at  Cleveland^  Ohio. — These  repairs  are  ia  prog- 
ress and  will  be  completed  in  July,  This  portion  of  the  pier  will  here- 
after be  in  charge  of  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsbargh  Bailroad  Company, 
by  special  agreement  made  through  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
President.  As  the  company  will  be  responsible  for  its  future  condition 
no  additional  appropriation  is  required  for  this  part  of  the  construction. 

The  east  and  west  piers  proper,  still  under  control  of  the  iftiited 
States,  were  repaired  in  1874-'75. 

.  Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 $8, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,495  75 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,504  25 

(See  Appendix  F  F  2.) 

3.  Fairport  Harior^  Ohio, — The  amount  available  during  the  year  has 
been  expended  in  partially  rebuilding  the  old  west  pier,  in  building  a 
catch-sand  fence  to  prevent  the  blowing  of  sand  into  the  channel,  and 
in  removing  part  of  the  sand  which  had  blown  in. 

For  further  pier-repairs,  removal  of  entrance-bar  and  sand  remaining 
in  the  upper  channel,  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  required. 

The  east  pier  is  104  feet  shorter  than  the  west.  It  may  become  neces- 
sary to  extend  it,  but  no  estimate  for  this  is  made  at  present. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $2,421  43 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

7,421  43 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,415  95 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 5  48 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amonnc  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.       5, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  F  F  3.) 

4.  Ashtabula  Harbor^  Ohio, — Damages  to  the  west  pier  by  a  gale  were 
repaired  during  the  fall  of  1876.  A  sand-bar  at  the  entrance,  also 
caused  by  a  gale,  was  removed  about  the  same  time.  The  appropria- 
tion of  August  14, 1876,  which  was  not  available  until  this  spring,  will 
be  applied  this  season  in  building  a  west  pier-head  and  in  removing 
bars.  For  repairs  of  the  old  piers,  and  for  further  dredging  which  will 
be  needed  next  year,  the  appropriation  of  §5,000  is  required, 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available §14,623  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

19, 623  85 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13,039  69 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,584  16 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiiting  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  exx/^uded  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .        5, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  P  4.) 

5.  Conneaut  Harbor^  Ohio. — Some  minor  repairs  of  piers  were  made 
during  the  year,  and  the  harbor  is  now  in  good  condition. 

!No  appropriation  is  required. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available §68  45 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 14  95 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 53  50 

(See  Appendix  F  F  5.) 
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6,  Erie  Harbor^  Pennsylvania. — Daring  the  year  1,461  feet  of  catcli- 
sand  fence  for  the  protection  of  the  peninsula  have  been  built,  making 
the  entire  length  5,997  feet.  Four  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  of  the  old 
north  pier  have  been  rebuilt  and  28,594  cubic  yards  of  sand  removed 
from  the  channel. 

Additional  funds  will  be  needed  for  similar  work,  and  for  extending 
the  south  pier.  The  total  amount  of  the  revised  estimate  is  $119,000. 
Postponing  the  south  pier  extension,  the  sum  required  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  is  $41,000. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $25,011  06 

j^ouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 40, 000  00 

$65,011  06 

Jul  V  1 ,  1877,  atnouDt  expended  during  fiscal  year 36, 300  98 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 188  22 

36, 489  20 

July.l,  1877,  amouut  available 28,521  86 

Amount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1 19, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      41, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  F  F  6.) 

1,  Dunkirk  Harbor^  New  York. — ^The  blasting  and  dredging  in  the 
channel  has  been  completed,  exhausting  the  old  appropriation  of  1875. 

Damages  to  the  west  pier,  caused  by  a  gale  in  December,  1876,  were 
repaired  immediately  after  they  occurred,  with  an  allotment  of  $2,500 
fix)m  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876. 

The  balance  ($15,000)  of  that  appropriation  will  be  expended  in  ex- 
tending the  breakwater. 

An  appropriation  of  $31,000  is  asked  to  complete  the  work  for  the 
present. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $22,550  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 18, 000  00 

40,550  74 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 24,846  12 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 15,704  62 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 31, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      31, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  FF  7.) 

8.  Buffalo  Harhor,  New  York. — The  results  of  last  year's  expenditure 
have  been  as  follows :  Extension  of  the  completed  breakwater  150  feet, 
(3  cribs.)  Bepairs  of  the  old  work,  and  of  the  old  channel  piers.  Refill- 
ing the  pile-pier  with  stone  to  replace  that  lost  by  settlement. 

The  balance  now  in  the  Treasury  ($40,000)  will  be  expended  in  further 
breakwater  extension,  for  which  purpose,  also,  a  new  appropriation  of 
$200,000  is  recommended  by  the  officer  in  charge. 

uly  1,  1876,  amount  available $10  04 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 85, 000  00 

: $85,010  04 

July  1 ,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 44, 994  17 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 3,493  50 

48, 487  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 36,522  37 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1,816,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    200, 000  C  0 

(See  Appendix  FP  8.) 
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HARBORS  ON  LAKE  ONTARIO  AND  THE  RIVER  SAINT  LAWRENCE. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  Walter  McFarland,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Wilson  Harbor  J  New  Yorlc, — The  old  inner  part  of  the  west  pier, 
bailt  many  years  ago  by  private  means,  was  breached  by  the  sea  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  and  daring  the  winter  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  was 
entirely  closed  by  the  washing  in  of  sand  and  gravel. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  applied  to  the  re-open- 
ing of  this  harbor. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available |166  64 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10, 166  64 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 148  19 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 10,018  45 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 80, 000  OO 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  HO,  1879.  80, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  G  G  1.) 

2.  Alcott  Harborj  New  Tork. — ^I^othiug  has  been  done  at  this  hiirbor 
during  the  year,  no  funds  being  available. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available.*- $3,484  20 

July  1, 1877,  atQouut  expended  during  fiscal  year «. .     3, 421  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available ^ 63  20 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  OO 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  10, 000  OO 

(See  Appendix  GG  2.) 

3.  Oak  Orchard  Harbor^  New  Tork, — Nothing  has  been  done  at  this 
harbor  during  the  year,  there  being  no  funds  available. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  applied  to  the  repair  of 
tbe  two  piers. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available ." $234  64 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

2,2U  64 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 233  12 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,001  52 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 4, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     4, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  GG  3.) 

4.  Charlotte  Harbor^  New  York. — Nothing  has  been  done  here  beyond 
the  removal  of  a  few  decayed  plank,  and  the  replacing  of  stone  which 
had  been  washed  out  of  the  pier. 

The  improvement  is  completed  and  probably  no  more  money  will  be 
required  except  for  repairs. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available IJ597  86 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 575  32 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 22  54 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879, 
in  repairs 1,000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  G  4.) 

5.  PultneyviUe  Harbor^  New  Tork. — Nothing  has  been  done  here  during 
the  year,  owing  to  want  of  funds. 
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The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  applied  to  repair  of  the 
>¥est  pier  and  extension,  landward,  of  the  east  pier. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $126  56 

Amouat  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 3, 000  00 

3, 126  56 
July  1,  It^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 87  12 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,039  44 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 1^^,  000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  18, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  G  5.) 

6.  Great  Sodm  Harbor^  JSew  York. — ^Nothing  has  been  done  here  ex- 
cepting a  few  repairs  to  the  sand-fence  and  piers. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  applied  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  sand-fence  and  further  repairs  of  piers. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $2,221  12 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

7,221  12 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ^ ', 749  03 

July  1,  l'J77,  amount  available .* 6,472  09 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      10, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  G  6.)  * 

7.  Little  Sodm  Harbor^  New  YorJc. — Nothing  has  been  done  here,  ex- 
cept repairing  a  breach  70  feet  long  in  the  west  beach,  made  by  the  sea. 

The  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  will  be  applied  to  the  repair  of 
the  west  pier,  and  the  extension,  landward,  of  the  inner  end  of  the  east 
pier. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,289  96 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  ld76 5, 000  00 

^6,289  96 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 433  39 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 5,856  57 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 12, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  J nne  30, 1879 .       12, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  GG  7.) 

8.  Oswego  Harbor,  Xew  Torfc.— Two  hundred  and  ten  feet  of  the  super- 
structure of  the  new  breakwater  have  been  built,  and  a  counterfort  has 
been  placed  in  rear  of  the  exposed  end. 

Very  extensive  repairs  have  been  made  to  this  structure,  where  it  had 
settled  and  was  damaged  by  the  action  of  the  sea,  as  well  as  to  the  old 
breakwater,  which  had  also  been  badly  damaged  by  storms. 

The  new  breakwater  is  now  3,692  feet  long,  and  is  yet  to  be  extended 
about  2,000  feet,  according  to  the  original  project. 

The  balance  of  the  last  appropriation  will  be  applied  to  the  extension 
of  the  new  breakwater,  whose  length  will  probably  be  increased  this 
year  between  400  and  500  feet. 
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July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $9,058  49 

Aiuouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagust  14,  1876 90, 000  00 

99,058  49 
Jaly  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  li8cal  year *. 40,588  48 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 58,470  01 

Amount  (estimated)  required  fjr  completion  of  existing  proj(«ct 557, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  eudiu^  June  30, 1879 .     300, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  GG  8.) 

9.  Ogdemhurgh  Harbor^  New  TorA;.— NothiDg  lias  been  done  here  this 
year,  owing  to  want  of  funds. 

The  original  scheme  of  improvement  provided  for  the  dredging  of 
certain  parts  of  the  channel  and  harbor,  and  for  the  construction  of  pile- 
pieriug  to  prevent  the  waters  of  the  Oswegatchie  from  wasting  their 
force  by  spreading  over  the  shoal  which  lies  in  front  of  the  city. 

The  dredging  has  been  essentially  completed,  and  there  appears  to  be 
no  present  necessity  for  constructing  the  proposed  pile-piering,  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  which  is  about  $70,000. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $59  10 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  tiscal  year 44  02 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 15  08 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  conlpletion  of  existing  project 70, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  G  G  9.) 

10.  Waddington  Harbor j  Xew  Torlc. — This  improvement  has  been  fin- 
ished in  accordance  with  the  original  scheme,  and  nothing  more  is 
needed  for  it.    No  work  has  been  done  upon  it  during  the  past  year. 

Jnly  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $42  72 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during;  fiscal  year 42  72 

(See  Appendix  GG  10.) 

PACIFIC    COAST. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  OAKLAND  HARBOR — CONSTRUCTION  OP  BREAKWA- 
TER AT  WILMINGTON — REMOVAL  OF  RINCON  ROCK,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
HARBOR,  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF  SACRAMENTO  AND  FEATHER 
RIVERS. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.  G.  H.  Mendell,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  of  Oakland  Harbor,  CaZi/brnia.— The  south  jetty  was 
extended  400  feet  during  the  year,  requiring  2,335  tons  of  stone. 

A  channel  200  feet  wide,  10  feet  deep  at  low  water,  and  6,300  feet  long, 
was  dredged  during  the  year,  except  that  for  900  feet  the  width  is  only 
100  feet.  The  remainder  of  the  dredging  at  present  contemplated  is 
under  contract  at  35  ceutfi  per  yard.  The  contract  went  in  force  ou 
June  1,  and  will  probably  be  completed  in  July. 

Previous  to  June  1,  and  subsequent  to  September  12, 1876,  the  dredg- 
ing was  executed  under  a  temporary  arrangement,  at  a  stipulated  price 
of  24  cents  a  yard.  From  July  1  to  September  12  the  dredging  was 
done  under  a  contract  at  the  same  price.  Owing  to  want  of  progress 
the  work  was  taken  out  of  the  contractor's  hands.  Since  June  1  the 
price  has  been  35  cents  per  yard. 

A  contract  for  20,000  tons  of  stone  was  made  in  May  at  $1.19  per 
ton.    During  June  2,335  tons  of  stone  were  delivered. 

These  operations  will  require  all  the  money  available  at  present. 
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The  completion  of  tbe  training- walls,  and  measures  looking  to  an  in- 
crease of  the  tidal  prism,  will  have  attention  when  further  appropria- 
tions become  available. 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  available f  47, 157  50 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  lri76....        75,000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 59, 192  26 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,062  56 

•^     '         '  60,254  82 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 61,902  68 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project l4>39,529  20 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1879 .      200, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  H  H  1.) 

2,  Improvement  of  Wilmington  Harbor,  California. — The  channel  has 
steadily  improved  both  in  width  and  depth  daring  the  year,  without  the 
aid  of  dredging.  There  is  now  a  good  channel  carrying  8  feet  at  mean 
low-water.  When  the  improvement  was  commenced  there  was  no  chan- 
nel, but  an  irregular  bottom  with  1  foot  and  up  to  2  feet  of  water  at 
mean  low' tide. 

The  contractor  removed  from  tbe  reef  during  the  year  4,601  yards  of 
stone  and  4,561  yards  of  clay.  He  also  dredged  2,273  yards  of  sand, 
partly  from  the  reef. 

The  stone  and  clay  taken  from  the  reef  were  used  to  extend  the  west 
training- wall  for  a  distance  of  800  feet. 

Three  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  tons  of  stone  were  pur- 
chased and  applied  to  the  training-wall ;  to  a  portion  of  the  main  jetty; 
to  brush-work,  and  to  the  construction  of  a  groin  on  the  seaward  side 
of  the  main  work. 

About  6,400  yards  of  sand  were  collected  on  the  main  line  by  aid  of 
brush. 

Operations  on  the  harbor  were  suspended  in  February  on  account  of 
the  exhaustion  of  the  appropriation.  A  keeper  is  in  charge  of  the 
property. 

The  cut  in  the  reef  is  now  150  feet  in  width.  It  ought  to  be  made 
200  feet.  Its  depth  is  now  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  which  is  10  feet 
at  lowest  tide.  It  could  be  profitably  deepened  2  feet.  The  completion 
of  the  west  training-wall  and  raising  of  the  stone  line  on  the  main  jetty 
are  also  points  that  will  receive  attention  when  additional  appropriation 
is  made. 

It  is  the  custom  for  all  coasting  saU- vessels  to  enter  the  harbor ;  29 
vessels  entered  in  ^November,  1876;  2  of  these  drew  14  feet,  jand  20  drew 
13  feet. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $40,268  15 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ;i9, 324  73 

July  1,1677,  amount  available 943  42 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 100, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lb79 .      50, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  H  H  2.) 

3.  Removal  of  Eincon  Rocky  San  Francisco  ffarhor,  California. — ^The 
work  was  accepted  in  an  unfinished  state,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  State  harbor  commissioners,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  rock 
lay. 

A  survey  made  in  the  latter  part  of  July  showed  that  4,357  yards 
had  been  removed.    The  contents  of  the  rock  required  tojbe  removed  by 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.         121 

the  contrHct  was  4,745  cubic  yards.    The  contractor  was  paid  $39,483.88 
for  his  work. 
Tlie  least  depth  of  water  on  the  rock  is  21|  leet  at  mean  low- water. 

Jnly  1,1876,  amount  available |i24,380  27 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year • 20, 157  75 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,222  52 

(See  Appendix  H  II  3.) 

4.  Improvetnent  of  Sacramento  and  Featlier  Rivers^  California, — No  op- 
erations for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers  were  carried  on  in  the  past 
year,  as  no  appropriation  has  been  made  since  1875. 
I    An  examination  of  Georgiana  Slough  was  made  in  June,  1877,  by 
Lieut.  A.  H.  Payson,  Corp  of  Engineers. 

Each  winter  throws  a  considerable  number  of  snags  into  the  river, 
which,  with  a  few  bars  here  and  there,  form  serious  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  these  waters. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $259  88 

July  1,1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 16  63 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 243  25 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  20, 000  00 
(See  Appendix  H  H  4.) 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HARBOR  OP  SAN  DIEGO — IMPROVEMENT  OF  SAN 
JOAQUIN  RIVER,  CALIFORNIA. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  S.  Stewart,  Corps  of  Engineers,  with 
the  late  Lieut.  J.  H.  Weeden,  Corps  of  Engineers,  under  his  immediate 
orders  to  January  29, 1877. 

1.  San  jyiego  Harbor^  California, — The  San  Diego  Eiver  formerly  emp- 
tied into  False  Bay.  Many  years  since,  during  a  freshet,  its  course  was 
changed,  and  its  waters,  pouring  into  tbe  harbor,  deposited  into  it  more 
or  less  sand,  to  its  great  injury.  To  prevent  further  damage,  it  was  de- 
termined to  turn  the  river  back  into  its  former  channel.  This  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  excavation  of  an  artificial  channel  and  the  embank- 
raent  of  a  levee,  faced  with  stone,  which  were  completed  by  the  contract- 
ors in  November  last. 

The  whole  length  of  the  levee  and  artificial  channel,  as  completed,  is 
reported  to  be  7.734.6  feet  j  whole  amount  of  earth  excavated  and  used 
for  embankment,  91,628.5  cubic  yards,  and  of  stone  in  place,  13,454.6 
cubic  yards, 

Tbe  cost  of  the  works,  finished,  has  been $79,798  72 

The  amount  appropriated  therefor...'. 60,000  00 

During  the  past  winter  there  have  been  no  floods  in  the  river  to  test 
the  works.  Their  value  and  what  may  be  the  cost  of  yearly  repairs  can 
only  be  ascertained  by  future  experience. 

Tbe  benefit  to  commerce  and  navigation  from  this  work  will  be  the 
preservation  of  the  only  good  landlocked  harbor  on  the  Pacific  coast 
south  of  San  Francisco  so  long  as  the  San  Diego  Eiver  shall  be  kept 
from  emptying  into  it. 

July  If  1876,  anaount  available $74,182  49 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 73,981  21 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 201  2» 

(See  Appendix  II 1.) 
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2.  Improvement  of  San  Joaquin  Rivery  California, — The  apprbpriatioa 
of  $20,000  for  this  improvement,  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August 
14, 1876,  was  made  available  in  March  last. 

It  is  proposed  to  survey  that  portion  of  the  river  below  Stockton, 
where  navigation  is  most  impeded,  so  soon  as  the  low  stage  of  water  is 
attained,  and,  if  necessary,  to  contract  in  the  usual  manner  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  shoals  by  dredging. 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1676 $20, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amouut  expended  during  fisoal  year 6  80 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 19,993  20 

(See  Appendix  II 2.) 


IMPROVEMENT    OF  RIVEES    IN  OREGON  AND    IN  WASHINaXON    TERRI- 
TORY. 

OflBcer  in  charge,  Maj.  John  M.  Wilson,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

1,  Improvement  of  Loicer  Willamette  and  Columbia  Rivers^  Oregon. — 
Operations  during  the  fiscal  year  have  consisted  of  dredging  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Willamette  at  Post-Office  Bar,  and  Swan  Island  Bar,  Will- 
amette River;  21,285  cubic  yards  of  mud,  sand,  gravel,  &c.,  having 
been  removed. 

Extensive  surveys  were  made  of  the  Willamette  River  from  Portland 
to  its  mouth,  the  Willamette  Slough,  Saint  Helen's  and  Snag  Island 
Bars. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  dredging  the 
channel  over  the  bars  in  the  Willamette  River,  and  to  make  surveys  at 
Swan  Island  Bar,  Willamette  River,  and  Saint  Helen's  Bar,  Columbia 
River. 

Apian  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  these  rivers  has  been  sub- 
mitted by  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  approved. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available : 89,093  24 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 20, 000  00 

^-29, 093  24 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended^uring  fiscal  year 10, 508  70 

July  1,  lfc77,  amount  available 18,584  54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 298, 974  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  150, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  J  1.) 

'  2.  Improvement  of  Upper  Willamette  River^  Oregon. — Opert^tions  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  have  consisted  of  the  removal  of  snags,  stumps,  rocks* 
&;c.,  and  the  construction  of  wing-dams.  Four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet  of  wing-dams  have  been  built,  71J  cubic  yards  of 
rock  excavated,  and  901  snags,  stumps,  &c.,  removed.  A  new  snag-boat 
has  been  built. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  construct  about  4,000  feet 
of  wing-dams  at  points  where  they  are  most  necessary,  and  to  continue 
the  removal  of  snags  from  the  channel.  The  engineer  in  charge  recom- 
mends the  construction  of  two  steam  snag-boats,  with  scrapers  and  pile- 
drivers  attached,  for  keeping  the  river  open  during  low-water  season. 
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July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available 18,038  25 

Amonut  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aup^ust  14,  lc<76 20, 000  00 

^  a-28.033  25 

July  1,  t877,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 13, 796  47 

July  1,  1877,  ontstandiug  liabilities 2,157  45 

15,953  92 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 12,084  33 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 80,000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1:^9. .    50, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  J  2.) 

3.  Improvement  of  the  Upper  Columbia  and  Snake  Rivers,  Oregon,  and 
Washington  Territory. — Operatious  during  the  fiscal  year  were  carried  on 
from  Kovember,  1876,  until  March,  1877,  removing  rock  from  the  chan- 
nel at  Squally  Hook,  Owyhee,  and  Umatilla  Eapids,  in  the  Columbia 
Biver,  and  Pine  Tree  Bapid^  in  the  Snake ;  745.14  cubic  yards  of  rock 
in  all  were  removed,  and  the  channel  greatly  improved,  particularly  at 
Pine  Tree  Bapid,  from  which  477.51  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  taken. 

During  the  coming  winter  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  work  by 
removing  150  yards  of  rock  from  Umatilla  Bapid,  Columbia  Biver. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $16, 007 -10 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1676 15, 000  00 

831,007  00 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 25, 257  01 

July  1,  1877,  oulBtaudiui;  liabilities 155  00 

25,412  01 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 5,595  09 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existinf!;  project 132, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  iu  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1S79. .    66, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  J  3.) 

4.  Construction  of  canal  around  the  Cascades  of  Columbia  River, 
Oregon, — A  survey  has  been  made  during  the  fiscal  year  of  the  country 
on  the  Oregon  side  of  the  river,  bordering  on  the  Cascades ;  a  careful 
reconnaissance  on  the  Washington  Territory  side,  and  a  hydrographic 
survey  of  the  river  above  and  below  the  falls. 

The  engineer  in  charge  has  submitted  plans  and  estimates  for  a  canal, 
which  have  been  referred  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  the  Pacific  Coast 
for  examination. 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $90, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  an)onnt'expended  dnrinp^  fiscal  year 4, 616  65 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available '85,383  35 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  compltJtion  of  existing  project 1, 459, 136  40 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitablyexpeuded  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,1679.        500, 000  00 

(See  Appendix  J  J  4.) 

EXAMINATIONS  WITH  A  VIEW  TO  ESTABLISHING  A  HAEBOB  OF  REFUGE 

ON  THE  PACIFIC  COAST. 

To  comply  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  April 
27, 1876,  asjcing  for  an  examination  of  the  harbors  of  Mendocino,  Hum- 
boldt Bay,  Trinidad,  and  Crescent  City,  in  the  State  of  California,  with 
a  view  to  establishing  a  breakwater  and  harbor  of  refuge,  with  estimate 
of  probable  cost,  the  Board  of  En  Sneers  of  the  Pacific  Coast  was 
instructed  to  consider  the  general  subject  and  report  its  views  as  to  the 
necessity  for  a  harbor  of  refuge  on  the  Pacific  coast  between  San  Frau- 
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CISCO  and  Paget's  Sound,  and  in  case  such  necessity  should,  in  its  opinion, 
exist,  to  designate  the  point  which  should,  in  its  judgment,  be  selected, 
together  with  an  estimate  of  cost  of  construction.  For  the  report  of 
the  board  see  Appendix  J  J  5. 

IMPROVEMENT  AND  CARE  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  IN  THB 
DISTBICIT  OF  COLUMBIA— WASHINGTON  AQUEDUCT. 

Officers  in  charge,  Col.  O.  E.  Babcock,  Corps  of  Engineers,  until  March 
3,  1877,  since  which  time  Lieut.  Col.  Thos.  Lincoln  Casey,  Corps  of 
Engineers. 

1.  Improvement  and  care  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. — The  condition  of  the  public  reservations  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  the  character  of  the  improvements  made  on  them 
during  the  fiscal  year,  will  be  found  stated  in  the  detailed  reports  of  the 
officers  in  charge. 

The  estimates  of  the  officer  now  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879,  are  as  follows : 

For  improvement  apd  care  of  public  bnildiuffs  and  grounds $216, 700 

For  compeDsation  to  persons  employed  on  and  around  public  buildings  and 

grounds v 59,524 

For  contingent  and  incidental  expenses 1,900 

278, 124 
(See  Appendixes  K  K  1  and  KK  2.) 

2.  Washington  Aqueduct, — During  the  year  a  wrought-iron  truss-roof 
and  galvanized-iron  cornice  have  been  erected  ui)on  the  gate-house  at 
Great  Falls. 

A  number  of  the  conduit-embankments  have  been  strengthened  by 
widening.  The  roadway  over  the  conduit,  the  culverts  and  bridges, 
the  reservoirs  and  gate-houses,  and  the  pipe-lines  have  been  kept  in 
repair. 

In  Georgetown,  a  concrete  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  high-service  res- 
ervoir, and  a  brick  story  has  been  built  under  the  aqueduct  office. 

The  estimates  of  the  officer  in  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1879,  are  as  follows : 
For  engineering,  maintenance,  repairs,  and  construction $116, 000 

(See  Appendices  K  K 1  and  K  K  3.) 

In  January  last.  Brig.  Gen.  M.  G.  Meigs  called  the  attention  of  this 
office  to  a  communication  made  by  him  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Columbia  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  rel- 
ative to  the  construction  of  the  iron  bridge  at  Rock  Greek  by  which  the 
aqueduct  mains  enter  the  city  of  Washington.  His  communication  was 
submitted  to  a  board  of  engineer  officers,  whose  report  upon  the  same, 
together  with  the  reports  of  the  officers  then  and  now  in  charge  of  the 
Washington  Aqueduct,  constitute  Appendix  K  K  4  of  this  report. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  aqueduct  says : 

In  view  of  the  restrictions  anthorized  by  Congress  to  be  placed  upon  the  travel  over 
this  bridge,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  they  are  continned  in  force,  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  do  not  at  present  demand  any  increase  of  the  width  of  the  roadway  and 
of  the  footway  of  the  bridge ;  but  I  am  further  of  opinion  that  the  present  and  pros- 
pective interests  of  the  citizens  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  do  demand  an  increase 
in  the  width  of  the  roadway  and  of  the  footway,  the  present  width  being,  of  the  road- 
way, only  17  feet,  and  of  the  footways,  4^  feet  each. 

He  estimates  the  cost  of  the  widening  at  875,000. 
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SURVEYS     AND     EXAMINATIONS     WITH    A   VIEW    TO    THE 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  RIVERS  AND    HARBORS. 

For  examinatioDS  and  surveys  of  riv^ers  and  harbors,  for  whicli  there 
is  DO  special  appropriation,  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  should  be  made 

SURVEY  OF  NORTHERN  AND  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES  AND 
THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

Officer  in  charge,  Maj.  0.  B.  Comstock,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  had 
under  his  immediate  orders  the  following  officers  of  the  Corps  of  En- 
gineers :  Capt.  H.  M.  Adams,  First  Lieuts.  D.  W.  Lockwood,  C.  F.  Pow- 
ell, and  P.  M.  Price,  and  Second  Lieut.  T.  X.  Bailey ;  and  the  following 
principal  assistant  engineers:  L.  L.  Wheeler,  F.  W.  Lehnartz,  O.  B. 
Wheeler,  F.  M.  Towar,  A.  C.  Lamson,  Frederick  Terry,  George  Y.  Wis- 
ner,  A.  R.  Flint,  K.  S.  Woodward,  J.  H.  Darling,  E.  S.  Wheeler,  and  G. 
A.  Marr. 

Major  Comstock  was  temporarily  relieved  on  the  24th  of  May,  1877, 
and  until  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  was  in  charge  of  Capt  H. 
M.  Adams,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Progress  of  the  worJc  during  the  year. — On  Lake  Erie,  the  triangulation 
has  been  carried  from  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  to  near  Painesville,  Ohio,  The 
topography  and  hydrography  have  been  carried  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio, 
to  YermilUon,  Ohio. 

The  latitudes  and  longitudes  of  Mount  Forest  and  Cairo,  111.,  of  Sagi- 
naw and  Saint  Louis,  Mich.,  have  been  determined,  and  in  conjunction 
with  Capt.  W.  S.  Stanton,  United  States  Engineers,  and  Lieut.  W.  Hoff- 
man, Eleventh  Infantry,  the  longitudes  of  Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo.  Ter., 
and  Forts  Stockton,  Concho,  and  McKavett,  Tex.,  have  been  determined. 

A  line  of  precise  levels  has  been  run  between  Eseanaba  and  Mar- 
quette, Mich.,  to  determine  the  difference  of  levels  of  Lakes  Michigan 
and  Superior. 

Coast  Charts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  5,  of  Lake  Michigan  ;  No.  6,  of  Saint 
Lawrence  Eiver,  and  a  chart  of  Detroit  Eiver,  have  been  completed  and 
photolithographed. 

The  survey  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  has  beeu  carried  from  five  miles 
above  Cairo,  III.,  to  a  point  eight  miles  above  Columbus,  Ky.  The  small 
amount  of  money  available  for  this  survey  permitted  but  little  to  be 
done. 

AmoaDt  available  for  fiscal  year  1877-78 $110,000 

Amoant  reqaired  for  Burvey  of  northern  and  north  western  lakes  and  Missis- 
sippi River  for  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1870,  namely,  for  continuing  sur- 
veys of  Lake  Erie ;  for  determination  of  points  in  aid  of  State  surveys  and 
constrnction  of  maps;  for  continaation  of  triangulation  south  fh>m  Chicago 
and  east  to  Lake  Erie ;  for  sarvey  of  Mississippi  River,  and  miscellaneous. .    218,  500 

(See  Appendix  L  L.) 

MILITARY,  OEOGRAPHICAL,   AND  LAKE-SURVEY  MAPS. 

Three  sheets  exhibiting  the  positions  of  the  troops  of  the  opposing 
armies  on  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  of  July,  1803,  at  Gettysburg,  have  been 
completed,  and  an  edition  has  been  printed. 

In  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

Of  the  Atlanta  campaign  maps,  the  drawing  of  sheet  2  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  sheet  5  is  nearly  readv  for  photolithographing. 
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The  map  of  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  on  a  scale  of  two  inches  to  the  mile, 
has  been  photolithographed,  and  an  edition  has  been  printed. 

The  following  maps,  illustrating  the  operations  of  the  late  war,  have 
been  photolithographed  and  printed  <: 

Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Bull  Kun. 
Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Perry  ville,  Ky. 
Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Logan's  Cross-Roads. 
Map  of  the  battle-field  of  Williamsburg,  Va. 

.  Map  showing  the  operations  of  General  G.  W.  Morgan  at  Cumberland 
Gap,  1862. 

The  military  map  of  the  United  States  has  been  revised.  An  edition 
has  been  printed  and  is  now  being  distributed  to  the  various  military 
posts. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  compilation  and  drawing 
of  the  map  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi 
Biver.    This  map  is  on  a  scale  of  1 :  500,000. 

A  map  of  the  Yellowstone  and  Missouri  Rivers  and  their  tributaries, 
with  corrections  and  additions  made  under  the  direction  of  Maj.  G.  L. 
Gillespie,  at  Headquarters  Division  of  the  Missouri,  has  been  engraved, 
printed,  and  distributed  to  the  troops  in  the  field. 

Sheet  Ko.  2  of  a  map  of  the  Western  Territories,  by  Major  Gillespie, 
has  also  been  printed  and  distributed  to  the  troops. 

A  general  map  of  the  seat  of  war  in  the  East  has  been  compiled,  and 
an  edition  printed  by  means  of  photolithography,  and  distributed  to  the 
Army. 

Seven  sheets  of  a  map  of  Turkey  in  Europe,  published  by  the  imperial 
department  of  war,  Austria,  have  also  been  reproduced  by  photo- 
lithography, and  a  small  edition  printed. 

Lake-survey  chart  No.  4  of  the  Saint  Lawrence  River  has  been  en- 
graved on  copper,  and  charts  5  and  6  have  been  photolithographed,  and 
an  edition  printed  as  a  preliminary  in  advance  of  the  engraved  edition. 
These  two  charts  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver. 

Lake-survey  chart  of  harbor  of  refuge  at  Sand  Beach,  Lake  Huron, 
has  been  engraved  on  copper  and  an  edition  printed. 

Lake-survey  chart  of  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan  has  also  been 
engraved  on  copper  and  an  edition  printed. 

Lake  Michigan  coast-charts  Nos.  1  and  2  have  been  photolithographed, 
and  a  preliminary  edition  printed  in  advance  of  the  engravec}  edition. 
These  charts  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  engraver.  Charts  3  and 
5  have  been  photolithographed,  and  an  advanced  edition  published. 
These  two  charts  have  also  been  engraved  on  copper. 

Charts  6  and  7  have  been  photolithographed  and  an  edition  published. 
Chart  4  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  photolithographer. 

Lake-survey  chart  of  Detroit  River  has  been  photolithographed,  and 
a  preliminary  edition  published.  The  chart  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
engraver. 

Lake  Ontario  coast-chart  No.  1  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  photo- 
lithographer,  in^rder  that  a  preliminary  edition  may  be  printed,  after 
which  the  chart  will  bo  engraj^^ed. 

Lake-survey  chart  of  Lake  Saint  Clair  has  been  engraved  on  copper 
and  an  edition  printed. 
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GEOLOGICAL     EXPLORATION     OF     THE     FORTIETH     PAR- 
ALLEL. 

Mr.  Clarence  King,  United  States  Civil  Engineer,  in  charge. 

Daring  the  year  the  operations  of  this  survey  have  been  entirely  con- 
fined to  office-work,  consisting  of  the  superintendence  of  the  publication 
of  the  atlas  and  jbext. 

There  have  been  completed  during  the  year  Vol.  VI,  Microscopical  Pe- 
trography; Vol.  IV,  Paleontology  and  Ornithology;  and  Vol.  II,  Descriptive 
Geology.  The  Geological  and  Topographical  Atlas  has  also  been  finished, 
consisting  of  the  follo\ving  sheets :  Paper  cover,  title-page,  legend-shd^t, 
sketch  map  of  the  Western  Cordilleras,  five  geological  maps  in  two  sheets 
each,  five  topographical. maps  in  two  sheets  each,  and  foar  sheets  of 
general  geological  sections. 

To  complete  the  report  there  will  be  produced  Vol.  I,  Systetnatio  Geol- 
ogyy  and  VoL  VII,  Vertebrate  Paleontology.  The  latter  volume,  together 
with  its  illnstrations,  is  now  in  active  preparation  at  the  hands  of  Pro- 
fessor Marsh,  of  the  Yale  Museum.  Vol.  I,  Mr.  King's  own  contribution 
to  the  report,  is  completed,  requiring  only  revision  and  printing.  The 
illustrations  to  Vol.  I  are  all  done. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  of  the  series  of  reports  will  be  com- 
pleted early  in  the  ensuing  year. 

(See  Appendix  M  M.) 

GEOGRAPHICAL    SURVEY^    OP   THE    TERRITORY   WEST    OP 
THE    ONE    HUNDREDTH   MERIDIAN. 

Officer  in  charge,  First  Lieut.  George  M.  Wheeler,  Corps  of  Engineers, 
having  under  his  orders  First  Lieucs.  Eric  Bergland  and  Samuel  E.Tillman . 
and  Second  Lieut.  Thomas  W.  Sy mons,  Corps  of  Engineers ;  First  Lieut 
Bogers  Birnie,  jr.,  Thirteenth  Infantry;  First  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Morri- 
son, Sixth  Cavalry  5  and  Second  Lieut.  M.  M.  Macomb,  Fourth  Artillery. 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  engaged  in  special  scientidc  inves- 
tigations during  the  year :  Dr.  F.  Kampf,  astronomical  and  triaii  ;^alation 
observer  and  computer^  A.  B.  Coukling,  geologist;  H.  W.  Ueushaw, 
ornithologist 5  Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrocii,  botanist;  and  Prof.  F.  W.  Putnam, 
ethnologist. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  appropriation  act,  the  expedition  of  1876 
was  only  enabled  to  take  the  field  in  August,  and  was  disbanded  at  Fort 
Lyon,  Colo.,  and  Carson  City,  Nov.,  during  the  latter  part  of  November. 
The  expedition  of  1877,  in  three  sections,  took  the  field  at  Fort  Lyon, 
Colo.,  Ogden,  Utah,  and  Carson  City,  Nev.,  during  the  month  of  May. 
The  number  of  small  parties  organized  prosecuted  their  labors  in  parts 
of  California,  Oregon,  Nevada,  Utah,  Idaho,  Montana,  Wyoming,  Colo- 
rado, and  New  Mexico,  and  with  the  prospect  of  a  long  field-season  only 
to  be  closed  by  the  inclemency  of  the  incoming  winter  at  the  high  alti- 
tudes visited. 

The  areas  surveyed  by  the  expedition  of  1876  lie  in  California,  Ne- 
vada, Colorado,  and  New  Mexico,  and  come  within  the  limits  of  atlas 
sheets  47,  48,  56,  61,  62,  70,  77,  and  78.    (See  progress  map.) 

The  basins  of  drainage  entered  comprise  portions  of  the  **  great  in- 
terior basin,"  the  Arkansas,  Bio  Grande,  Gunnison,  and  several  of  the 
streams  along  the  western  slopes  of  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

The  astronomical  stations  at  which  latitude-determinations  were  made 
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were  those  necessary  to  the  checking  of  the  measured  lines  of  survey 
through  the  mountain  defiles. 

Two  bases  were  measured;  194  triangulation,  765  three-point,  and 
5,115  minor  stations  were  occupied ;  4,379  miles  of  survey  were  run ; 
168  monuments  were  built;  4,553  4sets  of  altitude-observations  were 
made;  15  mining  camps  were  visited. 

Of  the  quarto  volumes  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  published,  the 
one  numbered  IV  has  appeared  during  the  year,  and  Vol.  II  is  passing 
through  Ihe  press. 

The  tables  of  declinations  of  2,018  latitude -stars,  prepared  by  Prof* 
T.  H.  Safford,  are  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

ilVith  slight  exceptions  the  MS8.  for  Vols.  I,  VI,  and  VII  of  the 
series  are  ready  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer;  and  the  illus- 
trations have  all  been  prepared,  and  are  now  being  engraved  and 
printed. 

Seven  topographical  sheets  have  been  added  to  the  atlas,  and  a  num- 
ber of  others  are  being  completed  and  in  various  stages  of  progress. 

The  edition  of  colored  maps  published  with  the  extra  copies  of  the 
report  exhibit  the  natural  resources  of  the  country,  and  are  of  value  in 
connection  with  the  settlement  of  the  western  region.  In  the  areas 
given,  the  land  branch  of  the  Government  may  be  able  to  see  at  a  glance 
the  adaptability  of  the  surface  for  agriculture  or  grazing,  andsthe  area 
of  timber,  position  of  mines,  &c.  The  special  surveys  of  the  Lake 
Tahoe  region,  and  about  the  Comstock  mines,  the  maps  from  both  of 
which  are  to  be  shown  on  scales  larger  than  those  usually  employed, 
will  illustrate  some  of  the  best  topographical  efforts  of  the  survey,  and 
prove  useful  to  the  mining  and  lumber  interests  of  that  section. 

The  topographical  maps  which  are  the  main  results  of  the  labors  of 
the  officers  and  assistants,  and  regularly  issued  as  material  is  collected, 
are  at  once  available  to  the  War  Department  for  its  purposes,  and  reach 
the  public  in  the  regular  course  of  publication,  and  through  map  pub- 
lishers at  home  and  abroad. 

The  continoation  of  this  useful  work  in  its  present  satisfactory  stage 
of  organization  will,  it  is  hoped,  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

The  amounts  estimated  by  Lieutenant  Wheeler  for  the  continuation 
of  the  survey  are  recommended,  viz: 

For  continuing  the  geoCTaphical  sarvey  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  one  nandredth  meridian,  the  supply  branches  of  the 
War  Department  assisting  as  heretoforci  being  for  field  and  office  work, 
and  for  the  preparation,  engraving,  and  printing  of  the  maps,  charts, 
plates,  cuta,  photographic  plate,  and  other  illastrations  for  reports ;  for 
teaiporary  office-room,  at  points  remote  from  Washington,  D.  C,  and  the 
purchase  at  nominal  rates  of  sites  for  field  observations,  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1877 $120,000  00 

(His  annual  report,  with  appendixes  and  estimates,  is  appended.) 

(See  Appendix  N  N.) 

RECONNAISSANCES  AND  EXPLORATIONS. 

The  engineer  oflBcers  on  the  staffs  of  the  generals  commanding  the 
military  divisions  and  departments  have  been  engaged  daring  the  year 
in  surveys  in  the  field  and  in  collecting  and  plotting  geographical  and 
other  information  obtained  from  the  note-books,  sketches,  and  maps 
made  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  scouts  and  campaigns  in  the 
West.    The  estimate  of  $50,000  made  by  this  department  for  the  surveys 
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by  these  officers  failed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  the  only  funds 
available  for  their  use  daring  the  year  was  a  part  of  a  balance  of  $18,000 
from  a  former  appropriation  for  surveys  for  sea-coast  defenses,  which 
was  also  made  applicable  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  reconnais- 
sances and  explorations  by  the  engineer  officers  on  the  staffs  of  the  west- 
ern divisions  and  departments.  The  amount  was  quite  inadequate  for 
the  work  which  was  desired  to  be  accomplished  in  the  seven  military 
departments  embracing  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  in 
each  one  of  which  there  is  an  engineer  or  an  acting  engineer  officer. 
This  work  includes  surveys  in  the  field  by  the  department  engineers, 
the  purchase  and  repair  of  instruments,  and  the  expenses  attending  the 
draughting  and  printing  of  maps  required  for  distribution  to  the  Army. 

The  maps  of  the  country  covered  by  the  recent  campaigns  against 
hostile  Indians  have  proved  in  the  highest  degree  useful  to  the  officers 
engaged,  and  it  is  especially  desirable  that  the  great  unexplored  areas 
in  the  hostile  country  and  areas  which  in  future  campaigns  are  liable  to 
be  traversed  by  the  troops  or  by  the  enemy  should  ^  surveyed  and 
plotted  and  added  to  these  campaign  maps.  The  enlistment  of  topo- 
graphical assistants  to  the  engineer  officers  attached  to  the  headquarters 
of  each  of  the  western  military  geographical  divisions  and  departments 
which  was  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  July  last  will  very 
much  facilitate  the  surveys  of  those  officers,  and  it  is  hoped,  if  the  appro- 
priation asked  for  for  these  surveys  is  granted  by  Congress,  that  much 
more  can  be  accomplished  than  has  been  heretofore  by  the  same  amount 
of  expenditure. 

An  estimate  for  the  amount  required  to  be  appropriated  for  this  pur- 
pose has  been  included  in  the  estimates  of  this  Department. 

The  officers  who  have  been  engaged  on  these  surveys  during  the  last 
fiscal  year  are  as  follows : 

Maj.  O.  M.  Poe,  aidde-camp  (with  the  rank  of  colonel)  to  the  G^en- 
eral  of  the  Army ;  Maj.  G.  L.  Gillespie,  at  headquarters  Division  of  the 
Missouri  until  May  5, 1877,  and  Capt.  G.  J.  Lydecker  since  that  date ; 
Lieut  Edward  Maguire,  at  headquarters  Department  of  Dakota;  Capt. 
W.  S.  Stanton,  at  headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte;  Lieut.  E.  H. 
Buffner,  at  headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri ;  Capt.  James  F. 
Gregory,  at  headquarters  Department  of  Texas ;  Lieut.  J.  C.  Mallery, 
at  headquarters  Division  of  the  Pacific  and  Department  of  California ; 
and  Lieut.  E.  D.  Thomas,  Fifth  Cavalry,  Department  of  Arizona. 

Maj.  George  L.  Gillespie,  on  duty  with  the  Lieutenant-General  com- 
manding the  Division  of  the  Missouri,  until  May  5, 1877,  when  he  was 
relieved  by  Capt.  Garrett  J.  Lydecker. 

Captain  Lydecker  reports  that  for  want  of  funds  operations  have  been 
limited  to  current  office-work,  such  as  could  be  done 'by  enlisted  men  de- 
tailed for  the  purpose ;  duplicate  tracings  of  maps,  sketches,  &c.,  passing 
through  the  office,  have  been  made,  and  corrections  have  been  applied 
to  existing  maps,  as  opportunity  offered. 

Work  on  the  new  maps  of  the  western  territories  was  necessarily  sus- 
pended and  cannot  be  resumed  until  a  sufficient  allotment  of  money  is 
made  applicable  thereto.  These  maps  are  greatly  needed  and  should 
be  pushed  to  completion  with  the  least  possible  delay.  For  this  pur- 
pose and  for  conducting  the  work  of  this  office  in  an  efficient  manner, 
the  following  amounts  are  required : 

For  the  fiscal  year  endiDg  June  30, 1878 $3,000  00 

For  the  fiscal  yeAr  ending  June  30, 1879 6,000  00 

(See  Appendix  OO.) 
9e 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


130  REPORT   OP   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

Lieut.  Edward  Maguire,  serving  on  the  staff  of  the  general  command- 
ing the  Department  of  Dakota,  reports  his  topographical  work  in  the 
field  and  office  daring  the  year.  He  also  gives  a  detailed  statement  of 
his  operations  in  the  expedition  against  the  hostile  Sioux  in  the  summer 
of  1876. 

(See  Appendix  PP.) 

Capt.  W.  S.  Stanton,  on  duty  with  the  general  commanding  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte,  reports  that  during  the  year  the  field-work  has 
comprised  between  500  and  600  miles  of  reconnaissance,  four  small  sur- 
veys, embracing  llf  square  miles,  and  the  determination  of  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  Fort  Fetterman. 

In  the  office  the  field  notes  and  astronomical  observations  taken  on 
900  miles  of  reconnaissance  have  been  reduced  and  computed,  and  the 
map  partially  plotted ;  60  plots  and  tracings  of  topographical  drawings 
have  been  made,  1,660  maps  and  191  printed  reports  have  been  distributed, 
and  a  considerable  mass  of  information  collected  from  various  sources 
regarding  the  military  reservations  in  the  department. 

(See  Appendix  QQ.) 

Lieut.  E.  H.  Buffner  has  been  on  duty  as  the  engineer  officer  on  the 
staff  of  the  general  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Missouri.  The 
work  of  recording,  preparing  and  making  use  of  the  reports  of  the  va- 
rious journals  of  march  made  during  the  year  on  the  department  maps 
is  continued.  The  notes  thus  recorded  amount  to  4,909  miles.  The 
notes  collected  on  a  survey  of  the  headwaters  of  the  Bed  Biver  of  Texa^ 
have  been  worked  upon  and  a  partial  report  is  furnished. 

Military  reservations  at  Fort  Stanton,  New  Mexico ;  Fort  Elliot,  Texas, 
and  Fort  Eeno,  Ind.  Ty.,  have  been  declared,  surveyed,  and  recom- 
mended, respectively,  and  the  plats  form  part  of  the  records  of  the  office. 

Lieut.  G.  A.  H.  McGauley,  Third  Artilery,  is  engaged  on  a  reconnaissance 
in  the  mining  regions  of  Southern  Colorado,  to  report  on  roads  and  num- 
ber of  settlers  found.  An  allotment  of  $1,200  has  been  made  for  the 
service  of  the  office  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  and  an  estimate 
of  $5,000  made  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

(See  Appendix  BE.) 

Capt.  James  F.  Gregory,  on  duty  at  the  headquarters  Department 
of  Texas,  reports  that,  in  consequence  of  want  of  funds  for  the  purpose, 
but  little  topographical  work  was  done  during  the  year.  This  work 
comprised  a  survey  of  the  post  of  Binggold  Barracks,  and  determina- 
tions for  latitude  and  longitude  at  Forts  Bichardson,  Griffin,  Stockton, 
Concho,  and  McKavett. 

(See  Appendix  S  S.) 

Lieut.  J.  G.  Mallery,  at  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 
reports  that  the  discharge  of  the  office  employes  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year  prevented  the  completion  of  four  important  maps 
which  have  been  much  needed. 

Field-worlc. — The  eastern  boundary  of  the  Presidio  military  reserva- 
tion, as  defined  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  9, 1876,  was  surveyed 
and  marked  by  stone  monuments. 

The  boundaries  of  the  Point  San  Jos6  military  reservation  were  sur- 
veyed and  marked. 

A  survey  of  the  military  reservation  at  Camp  Thomas,  Arizona  Ter- 
ritory, was  made  by  First  Lieut.  E.  D.  Thomas,  Fifth  Cav-alry,  A.  D.  G., 
and  acting  engineer  officer.  Department  of  Arizona. 

A  plan  for  preventing  the  drifting  of  sand  upon  the  military  reserva- 
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tioQ  of  Point  Sau  Jos^  was  executed.  The  sand  apon  the  reservation 
was  fixed  by  producing  a  growth  of  barley  and  of  lupine  bushes.  The 
sand  blowing  upon  the  reservation  from  the  exterior  was  arrested  at 
the  boundary -lines  by  brush  fences. 

Officeworlc, — Information  has  been  collected  for  the  publication  of  an 
outline  description  of  the  military  posts  in  the  military  division  of  the 
Pacific.  Work  has  been  commenced  in  making  reduced  drawings  of 
the  plans  of  the  military  reservations  and  posts,  to  accompany  this 
publication. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  oflBce-work,  viz:  Drawings,  23; 
tracings,  58  \  maps  mounted  and  backed,  45. 

(See  Appendix  T  T.) 

Lieut.  E.  D.  Thomas,  Fifth  Cavalry,  acting  engineer  officer,  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona,  reports  that  a  survey  of  Gamp  Thomas  military  reser- 
vation was  made  in  November,  1876.  In  his  detailed  report  of  his 
operations  he  has  furnished  this  office  with  a  full  account  of  the  military 
scouts  in  the  department  during  the  year,  accompanied  by  a  map  on 
which  the  new  geographical  information  has  been  plotted.  His  report 
also  includes  important  information  concerning  the  military  roads  of 
Arizona,  and  a  detailed  statement  of  what  is  required  for  their  improve- 
ment and  the  estimated  cost  of  the  same. 

(See  Appendix  UU.) 

ESTIMATES  FOB  AMOUNTS  BEQUIBED  FOE  MILITARY  AND  GEOOEAPH- 
ICAI.  SUEVEYS,  EXPLOEATIONS,  AND  EECONNAISSANCES. 

For  military  surveys  and  reconnaissances  by  the  engineer  officers  at- 
tached to  the  various  headquarters  of  military  divisions  and  depart- 
ments, for  extra-duty  pay  of  enlisted  topographical  assistants,  and  for 
the  construction  and  publication  of  maps  for  use  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  the  Army,  $50,000  will  be  required. 

For  geographical  surveys  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  west 
of  the  one  hundredth  meridian,  there  will  be  required  for  field  and  office 
work,  and  for  preparing,  engraving,  and  printing  of  plates  and  atlas- 
sheets,  $120,000. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEEES. 

In  the  labors  of  the  office  I  was  assisted,  on  the  30th  of  June,  by  the 
following  officers  in  charge  of  the  several  divisions : 

First  ai«d  second  divisions. — FortificationSy  battalion^  and  engineer 
depot,  lands,  armaments^  personnel^  &e.,  Lieut.  Gol.  Thos.  L.  Casey,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  other  duties ;  and  Capt.  W.  J.  Twining. 

Thibd  division. — River  and  harbor  improvements,  &c.,  Maj.  John  G. 
Parke. 

Fourth  and  fifth  divisions. — Property  accounts^  estimates,  funds^ 
survey  of  the  lakes,  explorations,  maps,  instruments,  i&c,  Maj.  George  H. 
EUiot. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  flXJMPHRETS, 

Brig.  Oen.,  Chief  of  Engineers, 
Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  George  W.  McCrart, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  RANK  AND  DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1877. 


Rank  and  Name. 


DCTIKS. 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
AND  CHIEF  OF  ENGI- 
NEERS. 

Andrew  A.  Hnmphreys, 
JBvt  Major  General. 


COLONELS. 


John  G.  Barnard 

JBvt  Major  General, 


Henry  W.  Benham 

Bvt.  Major  General, 
John  N.  Macomb 


James  H.  Simpson 

Bvt,  Brig.  General, 


Israel  C.  Woodruff 

Bvt,  Brig,  General, 


Zealons  B.  Tower 

Bvt.  Major  General, 


LIEUTENANT    COLONELS. 


Horatio  G.  Wriglit 

Bvt,  Major  General. 


Commanding  Corps  of  Engineers.  Member  of  Board  for  the 
surrey  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  City  and  adjacent 
waters.  Member  of  Joint  Commission  to  supervise  the 
constmction  of  the  Washington  Monument.  Member  of 
Advisory  Board  to  Harbor  Commissioners^tate  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Member  of  Board  to  determine  pier  and  balk- 
head  lines  of  New  York  Harbor  along  Staten  Island  shore. 
Member  of  Commission  to  ei^amine  into  the  matter  of 
contracts  between  the  United  States  and  the  Moline 
Water-Power  Company.  To  co-operate  with  authorities' 
of  the  State  of  New  York  in  examining  and  deciding  upon 
exterior  pier  and  bulkhead  lines  on  Hudson  River  from' 
State  dam  at  Troy  to  the  city  of  Hudson. 


Member  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications.  Member 
of  Lighthouse  Board.  Member  of  Commission  to  report 
an  opinion  upon  certain  subjects  connected  with  improve- 
ment of  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Member  of 
Board  of  officers  for  examination  of  Lieutenant  Taber  for 
promotion. 

In  chtkif^e  of  construction  of  Forts  Winthrop,  Independenoe, 
and  Warren,  and  work  on  Long  Island  Head,  Mass. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  upper  Mississippi  and  Illi- 
nois rivers,  and  Des  Moines  and  Rock  Island  rapids  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  harbors  of  Fort  Madison,  Burlington, 
and  Dubuque,  Iowa.  The  survey  for  the  improvement 
of  that  portion  of  the  ''Mississippi  route"  designated  by 
the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Transportation-Routes  to 
Seaboard,  as  improvements  upon  a  system  to  be  provided 
so  as  to  give  from  4^  to  6  feet  depth  of  water  at  lowest 
stages  from  Falls  of  St.  Anthony  to  Alton.  Member  of 
Board  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  sheer- 
booms  to  be  placed  on  upper  end  of  all  or  any  bridge-piers 
in  Mississippi  River. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  Osage  River  and  Mississippi 
River  between  the  mouths  of  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  rivers. 
Member  of  Board  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  caus- 
iug  sheer-booms  t^  be  placed  on  upper  end  of  all  or  any 
bndge-piers  in  Misissippi  River. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  3d  Lighthouse  District. 
Member  of  Board  to  report  upon  improvement  of  harbor 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Member  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications.  Member 
of  Board  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  necessity,  <&c., 
of  certain  projected  modifications  to  the  Rock  Creek 
Bridge  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct.  Member  of  Board 
of  officers  for  examination  of  Lieutenant  Taber  for  pro- 
motion. Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  consider  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  River. 


Member  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications.  Member 
of  Commission  on  repavement  of  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 
Washington,  D.  C.    Member  of  Commission  to  report  aa 
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Statement  shotcing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers — ^Oon'd. 


Rank  and  Name. 


LIEUTENANT  COLONEU9. 

(continued.) 


John  Netrton 

£vt.  Major  General. 


•George  Thorn 

BvU  Brig.  General 


John  D.  Eartz..... 
£vU  Colonel. 


Barton  S.  Alexan4er  .... 
£vt.  Brig.  General. 


William  F.  Raynolds.L.. 

BvU  Brig.  General 

Charles  S.  Stewart 


Duties. 


opinion  upon  cert-ain  snbjects  oonnected  with  improve- 
ment of  South  Pass  of  Mississippi  River.  Member  of 
Board  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  necessity,  4bc,  of 
certain  projected  modifications  to  the  Book  Creek  Bridge 
of  the  Washington  Aq  uednct.  Member  of  Board  of  officers 
for  examination  of  Lieutenant  Taber  for  promotion.  Mem- 
ber of  Board  of  officers  to  consider  questions  relating  to 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  River. 
Member  of  Commission  to  examine  into  the  matter  of 
contracts  between  the  United  States  and  the  Moline 
Water-Power  Company. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Montgomery,  Columbus, 
Castle  Williams,  south  battery  G^overnor's  Island,  Wood, 
Hamilton,  and  additional  batteries,  moi*tar  battery  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  and  fort  at  Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.  Manufac- 
ture and  supply  of  mastic ;  improvement  of  the  Hudson 
River,  East  Chester  Creek,  and  Harlem  River,  N.  Y.,  Otter 
Creek,  Vt.,  and  Passaic  River,  N.J.;  removal  of  obstructions 
in  the  East  River,  including  Hell  Gate,  N.  Y. ;  improvement 
of  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey ;  har- 
bor improvements  at  Barlington  and  S wanton,  Vt.,  Rond- 
out,  Portchoster,  and  Plattsbnrgh,  N.  Y,  The  survey  of 
so  much  of  the  3d  subdivision  of  the  **  Northern  route " 
designated  by  the  Senate  Select  Committee  on  Transpor- 
tation-Routes to  Seaboard  as  extends  from  Troy,  on  the 
Hudson  River,  to  New  York  City,  until  April  21, 1877.  Ex- 
amination and  survey  of  Port  Henry,  Lake  Champlaln. 
To  co-operate  with  authorities  of  the  State  of  New  York 
in  examining  and  deciding  upon  exterior  pier  and  bulk- 
head lines  on  Hudson  River  from  State  dam  at  Troy  to 
the  City  of  Hudson. 

In  charge  of  works  for  improvement  of  rivers  St.  Croix, 
Machias,  Penobscot,  Kennebec,  Kennebunk,  Me.,  Cocheco, 
N.  H.,  and  Merrimac.  Mass. ;  of  harbors  of  Camden,  Port- 
land, Richmond's  Island,  Belfast,  Me.,  Gloucester,  Salem, 
Boston.  Plymouth,  and  Provincetown,  Mass.  Construc- 
tion 01  sea-walls  of  Great  Brewster,  Deer,  and  LovelPs 
islands,  Boston  Harbor. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Delaware,  Del.,  and  Mif- 
flin, Pa.,  battery  at  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  and  work  opposite 
Fort  Delaware,  piers  at  Newcastle  and  Lewes,  Del. ;  har- 
bor improvements  at  Wilmington.  Del.,  and  on  Delaware 
River  and  Bay :  improvement  or  the  Shrewsbury  River 
and  Cohansey  Creek,  N.  J.,  Delaware  and  Broadkiln  riv- 
ers, Del.,  and  Schuylkill  River,  Pa.  Member  of  Board  to 
examine  and  report  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Washing- 
ton Monument. 

Senior  Engineer  charged  with  general  supervision  and  in- 
spection of  all  matters  under  the  command  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  within  the  Pacific  territory.  Member  of  Board 
of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Mem- 
ber or  Commission  to  report  an  opinion  upon  certain  sub- 
jects connected  with  improvement  of  South  Pass  of  Mis- 
sissippi River. 

On  detached  service.    Engineer  4th  Lighthouse  District. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  fortifications  at  Fort  Point, 
Point  San  Jos^  and  Angel  Island,  San  Francisco,  and  at 
San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  improvement  of  San  Dieeo  Harbor 
and  San  Joaquin  River,  Cal.  Member  of  Board  of  Engi- 
neers for  Fortifications  on  the  Pacific  Coast. 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers — Oon'd. 


Bank  and  Name. 


Duties. 


LIEUTENANT  COLONELS. 

(continaed.) 

Charles  E.  Blunt 

BvU  Colonel, 


James  C.  Duane ....... 

Bvt,  Brig.  General, 


Bobert  S.  Williamson  . .. 


Quincy  A.  Gillmore 

^r^  Major  General. 


Thos.  Lincoln  Casey  .... 
Bvt  Colonel. 


MAJORS. 


Nathaniel  Michler 

Bvt  Brig.  General. 


John  G.  Parke 

Bvt.  Major  General. 
Gouvemeur  K.  Warren.. 

Bvt.  Major  General. 


In  charge  of  improvement  of  harbors  of  Port  Clinton,  Mon- 
roe, Toledo,  Sandnsky  City,  Huron,  Vermillion,  and  Blaok 
Biver,  on  Lake  Erie,  until  December  1, 1876.  In  charge  of 
improyement  of  harbors  of  Eocky  Biver,  Cleveland,  Grand 
Biver,  Ashtabnla,  Conneaut,  £ne,  Dunkirk,  and  Buffalo, 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  construction  of  Fort  Porter,  N.  T.,  and 
of  Fort  Wayne,  Mich.,  Engineer  of  10th  Lighthouse  Dis- 
trict until  December,  30, 1876.  Member  of  Board  to  re- 
port upon  improvement  of  harbor  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Mem- 
ber of  Commission  to  consider  matter  of  occupancy  of  East 
Pier  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  the  Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland 
Bailroad  Company. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Gorges,  Preble,  Scammel, 
Popham,  Knox,  and  battery  at  Portland  Head,  Me.,  and 
Forts  Constitution  and  McClary,  and  batteries  on  Jerry's 
Point  and  Gerrish's  Island,  Portsmouth  Harbor,  N.  H. 
Engineer  1st  and  2d  Lighthouse  districts.  Member  of 
Board  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
Washington  Monument. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  12th  Lighthouse  District. 
Member  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  on  the 
Pacific  Coast. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Wadsworth,  Tompkins, 
and  its  batteries,  N.  Y.,  Macon  and  Caswell,  N.  C,  Moul- 
trie, Sumter,  Johnson,  and  Castle  Pinckney,  S.  C,  Jackson 
and  Pulaski,  Ga.,  Clinch  and  Marion,  Fla.,  and  temporary 
charge  of  Forts  Monroe  and  Wool,  Va.  Improvement  of 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  St.  John's  Biver,  and  of  the  inside 
passage  between  St.  John's  Biver  and  Nassau  Inlet,  Fla., 
Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C,  Savannah  Biver  and  Harbor. 
Member  of  Board  to  test  the  strength  and  value  of  all 
kinds  of  iron,  steel,  and  other  metals  submitted  to  it. 
Member  of  Commission  on  repavement  of  Pennsylvania 
Avenue.  Washington,  D.  C.  Member  of  Board  to  ex- 
amine and  report  upon  the  foundation  of  the  Washing- 
ton Monument.  Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  take  into 
consideration  and  report  upon  the  necessity,  &c.,  of  cer- 
tain projected  modifications  to  the  Bock  Creek  Bridge  of 
the  Washington  Aqueduct. 

In  charge  of  the  1st  and  2d  Divisions,  Office  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers;  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  and  certain 
public  works  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  the  rank 
of  Colonel :  of  work  upon  the  building  for  the  State,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,  and  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct. 
Member  of  Board  to  advise  upon  the  ventilation  of  the 
Hall  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


In  charge  of  improvement  of  harbors  of  Port  Clinton,  Mon- 
roe, Toledo,  Sandusky  City,  Huron,  Vermillion,  and  Black 
Biver,  on  Lake  Erie. 

In  charge  of  the  3d  Division,  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  defenses  of  New  Bedford  Har- 
bor, Mass.,  Narragansett  Bay,  B.  I. ;  improvement  of  har- 
bors of  Wareham,  Hyannis,  Fall  Biver,  and  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  Wickford  and  Newport,  B.  I.;  improvement  of 
rivers  Taunton,  Mass.,  Pawtucket  and  Providence,  B.  L, 
Pawcatuok,  B.  I.  and  Conn.,  and  Connecticut,  Conn.. 
Construction  of  Breakwater  at  Block  Island,  B.  I.    Im- 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Ungineers-^Con^d. 


Rank  and  Namb. 


MAJOR0. 

(ooutinned.) 


George  H.  Mendell. 
BvU  Colonel 


Henry  L.  Abbot 

BvU  Brig,  Genm-al. 


William  P.  Craighill  .., 
Bvt,  Lieut,  Colonel, 


CyruB  B.  Comstock. .... 
Bvt,  Brig,  General, 


Godfrey  Weitzel 

Bvt,  Major  General. 


Orlando  M.  Poe 

Bvt  Brig,  General, 


Duties. 


provement  of  Little  Narragansett  Bay,  R.  I.  and  Conn. 
Member  of  Board  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of 
cansing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed  on  upper  end  of  all 
or  any  bridge-piers  in  Mississippi  River.  Examining 
and  reporting  npon  constrnoting  railroad-bridges  across 
the  Mississippi  River,  between  St.  Paul  and  St.  Louis,  ^c. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  fort  on  Aloatraz  Island,  and  of 
defenses  at  Lime  Point,  San  Francisco  Bay ;  Breakwater 
at  Wilmington  Harbor,  Cal.;  removal  of  Rincon  Rock,  in 
the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  improvement  of  Oak- 
land Harbor,  and  Sacramento  and  Feather  rivers,  Cal. 
Member  of  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  on  the 
Paciflo  Coast.  Member  of  Advisory  Board  of  Commission- 
ers on  the  Harbor  lines  of  San  Francisco. 

Commanding  Engineer  Depot  and  Post  of  Willets  Point,  and 
Battalion  of  Engineers.  In  charge  of  construction  of  Fort 
Schuyler  and  fort  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.,  and  of  experi- 
ments with  torpedoes.  Member  of  Commission  to  examine 
into  the  matter  of  contracts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Moline  Water-Power  Company. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  defenses  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
Washington,  D.  C,  improvement  of  Susquehanna,  Patap- 
8C0,  Chester,  Wicomico,  and  Elk  rivers,  Md. ;  James  and 
Appomattox  riVers,  Va.,  Great  Kanawha  and  New  rivers, 
W.  Va.,  and  Cape  Fear  River,  N.  C,  and  of  the  harbors  of 
Baltimore  and  Crisfield,  Md.  The  survev  of  that  portion 
of  the  "Central  route"  designated  by  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  Transportation  Routes  to  the  Seaboard  as  a 
connection  by  canal  or  freight  railway  from  the  Ohio  River 
or  Kanawha  River,  near  Charleston,  by  the  shortest  and 
most  practicable  route,  through  West  Virginia  to  tide- 
water in  Virginia;  and  the  improvement  of  the  Kanawha 
River  from  its  mouth  to  Great  Falls,  so  as  to  give  6  feet 
navigation  at  all  seasons.  Member  of  Board  for  survey  of 
the  harbor  of  Baltimore  City  and  adjacent  waters. 

In  charge  of  Survey  of  Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes 
and  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi  River  until  May  :^,  1877. 
Detailed  to  report  upon  the  depth  and  width  of  a  channel 
secured  and  maintained  by  jetties  constructed  by  James 
B.  Eads  at  month  of  Mississippi  River  until  May  28, 1877. 
Member  of  Board  to  report  upon  improvement  of  harbor 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River, 
and  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  of  St.  Mary's  Falls 
Canal;  St.  Mary's,  St.  Clair,  and  Sebawaing  rivers, 
Mich.;  of  harbors  of  An  Sable  River,  Black  River,  and 
Thunder  Bay ;  Harbor  of  Refuge  on  Lake  Huron,  and 
removal  of  obstructions  from  Detroit  River.  In  charge  of 
St.  Clair  Flats  Canal,  Saginaw  River,  Mich.,  and  of  Har- 
bor of  Cheboygan  until  March  19.  1877.  Survey  of  the 
National  Park  on  the  Island  of  Macldnac.  Engineer  11th 
Lighthouse  District.  Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  con- 
sider questions  relating  to  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio  River.  Member  of  Board  of  officers  to 
examine  and  report  upon  certain  changes  proposed  to  be 
made  in  plan  of  harbor  of  Michigan  City.  Member  of 
Board  of  officers  to  consider  questions  relating  to  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash  River. 

On  detached  service.  Aide-de-camp  on  the  personal  staff  of 
the  General  of  the  Army  with  the  rank  of  Colonel.  Mem- 
ber of  Lighthouse  Board.  Member  of  Board  to  retire 
disabled  officers. 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers — Gon'd . 


Rank  and  Name. 


DUTDSS. 


MAJORS. 

(cootinned.) 
David  C.  Houston. . 
BvU  Colonel 


George  H.  Elliot. 
Henry  M.  Robert. 


William  E.  Merrill. 
Bvt,  Colonel. 


Walter  McFarland. 


Orville  E.',Baboock , 

Bvt,  Brig,  General, 


JohnM.  Wilson.... 
Bvt,  CoUmel, 


Franklin  Harwood 

Bvt,  Lieut,  Colonel 


John  W.  Barlow 

Bvt.  Lieut  Colonel 


In  chaise  of  harbor  improvements  at  Milwaukee,  Racing, 
and  Kenosha ;  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin 
rivers.  Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  examine  and  re- 
port upon  certain  changes  proposed  to  be  made  in  plan 
of  harbor  of  Michigan  City. 

In  charge  of  the  4th  and  5th  Divisions,  Office  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers. 

In  charge  of  harbor  improvements  at  Ontonagon,  Eagle 
Harbor,  and  Marquette,  Mich.,  Menomonee,  Mich,  and 
Wis.,  Green  Bay,  Ahnepee,  Two  Rivers,  Manitowoc,  She- 
hoygan,  Port  Washington,  and  Harbor  of  Refuge  at  en- 
trance of  Sturgeon  Bay  Canal,  Wis. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Monongahela 
rivers,  and  the  Little  Kanawha  River,  W.  Ya.  Engineer 
14th  Lighthouse  District.  In  charge  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Wabash  River  until  January  2S,  1877.  Mem- 
ber of  Board  of  officers  to  consider  questions  relating  to 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  River. 
Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  consider  questions  relating 
to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Wabash 
River. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Ontario  and  Niagara,  N. 
T.;  of  harbor  improvements  at  Olcott,  Oak  Orchard, 
Charlotte,  Pultneyville,  Big  Sodus,  Little  Sodus,  Oswego, 
Black  River,  Ogdensbnrg,  Wilson,  and  Waddington,  N.  T. 
In  charge  of  the  survey  designated  by  the  Senate  Select 
Committee  on  Transportation  Routes  to  the  Seaboard  as 
the  **  Southern  route,''  viz,  1st,  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Tennessee  River  £rom  its  mouth  to  Knoxville,  so  as  to 
give  3  feet  depth  at  lowest  stages  of  water;  and  2d,  a 
communication  by  canal  or  freight  railway,  from  some 
convenient  point  on  the  Tennessee  River  in  Alabama,  or 
Tennessee,  by  the  shortest  and  most  practicable  route  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.    Engineer  10th  Lighthouse  District. 

In  charge  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  certain 
public  works  in  the  District  of  Columbia  with  the  rank 
of  Colonel ;  of  work  on  the  east  wing  of  the  building  for  the 
State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments ;  of  Washington  Aque- 
duct until  March  3, 1877.  On  detached  service.  Engi- 
neer 5th  Lighthouse  District. 

In  charge  of  works  for  defense  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
River  and  improvement  of  the  Willamette,  Umpqua, 
Columbia,  and  Snake  rivers.  Constrnotion  of  canal  around 
the  Cascades  of  the  Columbia  River.  Demarkation  and 
survey  of  Military  Reservation  on  San  Juan  and  ad- 
jacent islands  in  Puget  Sound ;  examination  and  survey 
at  mouth  of  Nehalem  River  and  Alsea  River  and  bar,  Oreg. 
Engineer  13th  Lighthouse  District. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  5th  Lighthouse  District 
until  March  12, 1877.  In  charge  of  St.  Clair  Fiats  Canal, 
and  improvement  of  Saginaw  River  and  Cheboygan  Har- 
bor, Mich.  Member  of  Board  to  report  upon  improvement 
of  harbor  at  BuffiUo,  N.  Y. 

In  charge  of  Forts  Griswold  and  Hale,  and  the  construction 
of  Fort  Trumbull,  Conn.;  improvement  of  harbors  of  Ston- 
ington.  New  Haven,  Bridgeport,  Milford,  Westport,  South- 
port,  and  Norwalk,  Conn.,  and  Port  Jefferson,  N.  T. ;  im- 
provement of  Housatonic  River,  Conn.,  and  Peconic  River, 
N.Y. 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers — Con'd. 


Rank  and  Name. 


Duties. 


BfAJOBS. 

(oontinned.) 
Peter  C.  HbIdb 

Bvi,  Lieut.  CoUmeL 
Francis  U.  Farqafaar  . . . . 

Bfft.  Lieut,  Cohnek 


Qeorge  L.  Gillespie 

Bvt.  Lieut  Colonel 


Charles  R.  Sater . 


JaredA^Smith. 


Saml.  M.  Mansfield 

Bvt.  LieuL  Colonel 


CAPTAINS. 

William  J.  Twining. 
Bvt  Mqjor. 


WiUiam  R.  King., 
Bvt  Major, 


Wm.  H.  H.  Benyanrd. 
Bvt,  Major, 


On  detached  service. 
Board. 


Engineer  Secretary  to  Lighthoose 


In  charge  of  harbor  iniprovem  ents  at  Superior  City,  Superior 
Bay,  and  Dalnth ;  impror  ement  of  Falls  of  St.  Anthony, 
and  of  the  Misslasippi  Ri  ver  above  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony ;  improvement  of  C  hippewa  and  Minnesota  rivers 
and  the  Red  River  of  the  North ;  construction  of  Meeker's 
Island  look  and  dam.  In  charge  of  the  survey  of  that 
portion  of  the  "  Misslssipp  i  route  "  desifpaated  by  the  Sen- 
ate Select  Committee  on  Transportation  Routes  to  the 
Seaboard  as  that  for  the  construction  of  reservoirs  at  the 
sources  of  the  river,  and  tb  at  for  securing  from  3  to  5  feet 
depth  of  water  at  lowest  st  age  above  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony. Member  of  Board  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  causing  sheer-booms  to  b  e  placed  on  upper  end  of  all  or 
any  bridge-piers  in  Mississippi  River. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Military  Division  of 
the  Missouri.  In  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  har- 
bors of  Cliicago,  Calumet,  Michigan  City,  and  New  Buffalo, 
under  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,until  May  3, 1877. 
Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  examine  and  report  upon 
certain  changes  proposed  to  be  made  in  plan  of  harbor  of 
Michigan  City. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  M  ississippi,  Missouri,  Ar- 
kansas, White,  and  St.  Francis  rivers.  The  examination 
of  that  portion  of  the  **  Mississi  ppi  route ''  designated  by 
Senate  Select  Committee  on  Transportation  Routes  to  the 
Seaboard  as  that  which  relates  to  the  plan  and  probable 
cost  of  securing  a  depth  of  from  8  to  10  feet  at  lowest 
stage  of  water  between  Cairo  and  New  Orleans.  *  Engi- 
neer 15thLighthonseDistrict.  Member  of  Board  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  causing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed 
on  upper  end  of  all  or  any  bridge-piers  in  Mississippi  River. 

In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor, 
Fla.,  until  Dec.  16, 1876.  Engineer  7th  Lighthouse  Dis- 
trict until  Dec.  27, 1876.  In  cnarge  of  the  improvement  of 
the  Wabash  River.  Member  of  Board  of  officers  to  con- 
sider and  report  upon  certain  questions  in  connection  with 
improvement  of  the  Wabash  River. 

In  charge  of  harbor  improvements  at  Charlevoix,  Frankfort, 
Manistee, Ludington, Pentwater,  White  River,  Muskegon, 
Grand  Haven,  Black  Lake,  Saugatuck,  South  Haven,  and 
St.  Joseph,  on  Lake  Michigan. 

On  temporary  duty  in  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.  In 
charge  of  survey  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific 
railways.  On  duty  under  Department  of  State,  as  chief 
astronomer  and  surveyor,  upon  Joint  Commission  for  the 
survey  of  the  boundary  line  along  the  49th  Parallel.  On 
duty  with  Board  of  Arbitrators,  Maryland  and  Virginia 
water-boundary. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  River ;  Cumber- 
land Kiver  above  and  below  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Tombigbee 
River,  Miss.,  and  Hiawassee  River,  Tenn.,  Oostenaula, 
Coosa wattee,  Etowah,  and  Ocmulgee  rivers,  Ga.,  and  Coosa 
River,  Ga.  and  Ala. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  the  Ouachita  River  in  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas,  and  of  the  Yazoo  River  in  Mississippi,  and 
Cypress  Bayou,  Texas ;  of  water-gauges  on  the  Mississippi 
River  and  its  principal  tributaries ;  removal  of  raft  in  Red 
River,  La.;  dredging  at  foot  of  Sodo  Lake,  Texas. 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers-^Cou^d, 


Rank  and  Na^^ie. 


Duties. 


CAPTAINS. 

(continued.) 
Charles  W.Howell.. 
Bvt  Major, 


Garret  J.  Lydecker. 


Arthur  H.  Bamham. . . 

Bvt  Major, 
Amos  Stickney 

Bvt  Major, 

James  W.  Cuyler 

Alexander  Mackenzie  . 
Oswald  H.  Ernst 

David  P.  Heap 

William  Ludlow 

Bvt  Lieut  Col, 
Charles  B.  Phillips.... 

William  A.  Jones 

Andrew  N. Damrell  . .. 
Bvt  Major, 


Charles  J.  Allen 

Bvt  Major, 


Charles  W.  Raymond 
Lewis  C.  Overman  .. 
Alexander  M.  Miller. 

Micah  R.  Brown .... 


Milton  B.  Adams. 


In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Pike,  Maoomb,  Tower  Du- 
pr^,  Battery  Bien venue,  Tower  at  Prootorsville,  Jackson, 
St.  Philip,  and  Livingston.  Improvement  of  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi  River  at  S.W.  Pass,  Galveston  Harbor, 
Sabine  Pass,  and  Red  Fish  Bar  in  Gfalveston  Bay.  Im- 
provement and  survey  of  ship-channel  San  Jacinto  River 
to  Bolivar  Channel,  Galveston  Bay,  Texas.  Improvement 
of  Pass  Cavallo,  Texas. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Miy'or  Houston  until  May 
3, 1877.  On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri:  lu  charge  of  the  construction 
of  the  harbors  of  Chicago,  Calumet,  Michigan  City,  and 
New  Buffalo,  under  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Engiueers. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Colonel  Bmham. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Colonel  Macomb, 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Major  CraighUt 
On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  M^jor  Weiizel, 
Commanding  Company  E,  Battalion  of  Engineers.    On  duty 
at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy  as  instructor  of  Practical 
Military  Engineering,  Military  Signaling,  and  Telegraphy. 
On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  M^or  Warren.    On  tem- 
porary duty  under  Board  of  U.  S.  Executive  Departments 
with  International  Exhibition  of  1876. 
On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kurtz, 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  M%jor  CraighilL  Mem- 
ber of  Advisory  B  jard  to  State  Harbor  Commission  of  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth. 

On  detached  service.    Engineer  6th  Lighthouse  District. 

In  charge  of  constrnotion  of  defenses  of  Mobile  and  Pensa- 
cola,  and  fort  on  Ship  Island,  Miss. ;  improvement  of  har- 
bor of  Mobile;  of  Chattahoochie  and  Flint  rivers,  Ga., 
Apalachioola  River,  Fla..  and  Warrior  and  Tombigbee 
rivers,  Ala. ;  removal  or  obstructions  in  the  Choctaw- 
hatchie  River,  Ala.,  and  Fla. ;  dredging  the  bar  at  mouth 
of  harbor  at  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  Engineer  8th  Lighthouse 
District. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Colonel  Simpson,  Mem- 
ber of  Board  to  inquire  into  expediency  of  causing  sheer- 
booms  to  be  placed  on  the  upper  end  of  all  or  any  bridge- 
piers  in  Mississippi  River. 

On  detached  service.    On  duty  at  U.  S.  Military  Academy. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Captain  King, 

On  detached  nervioe.  On  duty  at  U.  S.  Military  Academv 
until  August  30, 1876.  Commanding  Company  B,  Battal- 
ion of  Engineers.  Member  of  general  courts-martial  to 
meet  at  Willets  Point  Nov.  28, 1876,  and  May  29, 1877. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Mi\jor  Comstock  upon 
improvement  of  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River  until 
May  28, 1877.  Temporarily  detaUed  to  report  upon  the 
depth  and  width  of  a  channel  secured  and  maintained  by 
jetties  constructed  by  James  B.  Eads  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  River. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Blunt 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  ^?t^tnc€r«— Con'd. 


R&NK  AND  Name. 


Duties. 


CAPTAINS. 

(continaed.) 
Wm.  B.  Livermore . 


William  H.  Hener. 


William  S.  Stanton 


A.  NisbetLee 

Thomas  H.  Handbury . 


James  0.  Post .... 
James  F.  Gregory . 

Henry  M.  Adams. 


James  Mercar. 


PIRST  LIEUTENANTS. 


Chas.  E.  L.  B.  Davis. 
BoDJamin  D.  Greene. 


Commandine  Company  C,  Battalion  of  £ neineers.  Member 
of  general  oourt-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y. 
Harbor,  Nov.  28, 1876. 

On  dnty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  New- 
ion  until  July  28, 1876.  In  temporary  command  of  Com- 
pany A,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Additional  member  of 
general  court-martial  appointed  to  meet  at  Willets  Point, 
N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18,  1876.  Under  Captain  Twining  on 
survey  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  railways. 
In  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Jefferson  and  Taylor,  Fla. 
Engineer  7th  Lighthouse  District. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Department  of  the 
Platte. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  M%jor  Weitsel, 
On  detached  service.  On  duty  at  U.  S.  Military  Academy 
until  Aug.  30,  1876.  Commanding  Company  A,  Battalion 
of  Engineers.  Member  of  generS.  court-martial  to  meet 
at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  Nov.  28,  1876,  Member 
of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  May  29, 
1877. 

On  dnty  under  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  GiU- 
more.  On  temporary  duty  under  Captain  Heap,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  International  Exhibition  of  1876. 

On  detached  service.  On  dnty  under  Department  of  State 
upon  Joint  Commission  for  survey  of  the  boundary-line 
along  the  49th  Parallel.  Under  Captain  Twining  in  sur- 
vey of  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific  railways.  Engineer 
Officer,  Department  of  Texas.  In  charge  of  works  for  the 
protection  of  site  of  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  under  direction  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Major  Comstock  until 
May  24,  1877.  In  temporary  charge  of  the  Survey  of 
Northern  and  Northwestern  Lakes,  and  survey  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River. 

Commanding  Compan  v  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers  until  Aug. 
5, 1876.  Member  of  jseneral  court-martial  to  meet  at  Wil- 
lets Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18, 1876.  On  duty  under  im- 
mediate orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel ^6t(7<<m  until  April  21, 
1877.  In  tern  porary  charge  of  construction  of  Forts  Mon  t  • 
gomery,  Columbus,  Castle  Williams,  south  battery  Govern- 
or's Island,  Wood,  Hamilton  and  additional  batteries,  mor- 
tar battery  at  Fort  Hamilton,  and  fort  at  Sandy  Hook.  Man- 
ufacture and  supply  of  mastic.  Improvement  of  the  Hud- 
son River,  Harlem  River,  and  East  Chester  Creek,  N.  Y., 
Otter  Creek,  Vt,  and  Passaic  River,  N.  J. :  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  the  East  River,  including  Mell  Gate,  N.  Y.; 
improvement  of  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New 
Jersey ;  harbor  improvements  at  Burlington,  and  Swan- 
ton,  Vt.,  Rondout,  Portchester,  and  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 
The  survey  of  so  much  of  the  3d  subdivision  of  the  "  North- 
em  route''  designated  by  the  Senat-e  Select  Committee 
on  Transportation-Routes  to  Seaboard,  as  extends  from 
Troy,  on  the  Hudson  River,  to  New  York  City. 


On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Captain  Bowell, 
Quartermaster  Battalion  of  Engineers.    A.  A.  Q.  M.  &  A.  C. 
S.,  and  recruiting  officer  Post  of  Willets  Point.    Member 
of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y. 
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Statement  showing  ranh  aruL  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers^-'Con^A, 


Rank  and  Name. 


Duties. 


FIRST  LrEUTENANTS. 

(continued.) 


John  H.  Weeden. .. 

George  M,  Wheeler 
James  B.  Qoinn.. .. 


Daniel  W.  Lockwood. 


Ernest  H.  Rnffuer  . 


John  C.  Mallery 

Clinton  B.  Sears  .. .. . 

Thomas  Turtle , 

Edward  Maguire  .. .. 

Frederick  A.Maban. 

Charles  F.Powell.... 

Frederick  A.  Hinmsn 
Albert  H.  Payson 


John  G.  D.  Knight 
Richard  L.  Hoxie  . 

Bdgar  W.Bass 


Harbor,  July  18^  1876.  Under  Captain  Twining  in  survey 
of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central  Pacific  railways.  Adju- 
tant Battalion  of  Engineers  and  Post  of  Willets  Point. 
Post  Treasurer  and  Signal  Officer.  Member  of  general 
court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point  May  29, 1877. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Stmpart'isaid  of  the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  on 
the  Pacific  Coast.    Died  January  29, 1877. 

In  charge  of  Geographical  Surveys  of  the  territory  west  of 
the  100th  meriman. 

Commanding  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Under 
Captain  Twining  on  survey  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Cen- 
tral Pacific  railways.  Quartermaster  Battalion  of  Engi- 
neers. A.  A.  Q.  M.  &  A.  C.  S.,  and  recruiting  officer  Post  of 
Willets  Point.  Member  of  general  court-martial  to  meet 
at  WiUeta  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  May  29, 1877. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Major  Comstock  until 
May  24,  1877.  On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Cap- 
tain R,  M,  Adams, 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Department  of  the 
Missouri.  In  charge  of  completion  of  military  road  from 
Santa  ¥€  to  Taos,  N.  M.  On  temporary  duty  under  im- 
mediate orders  of  Captain  Heap  in  connection  with  Inter- 
national Exhibition  of  1876.  Member  of  general  court- 
martial  to  meet  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Eas.,  Feb.  8, 1877. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Military  Divisioikof 
the  Pacific  and  Department  of  California.  Member  of  gen- 
eral court-martial  to  meet  at  Alcatraz  Island,  Cal.,  May 
23, 1877. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Colonel  Ben\am  until 
Aug.  28, 1876.  On  detached  service.  On  duty  at  the  U.  S. 
Military  Academy. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  MiO<»^  CraigKHl. 

On  detached  service.  Engineer  Officer,  Department  of  Da- 
kota. In  charge  of  the  improvement  of  the  Missouri 
River  above  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

On  duty  «nder  immediate  orders  of  Major  MernU,  Re- 
corder of  Board  of  officers  to  consider  questions  relating 
to  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  River. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Major  Comatook  until 
May  24, 1877.  On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Capt. 
H,M,  Adams. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Mi^or  HousUm, 

On  duty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy  and  with  Company  E, 
Battalion  of  Engineers,  until  March  8, 1877.  On  duty  un- 
der immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Co\on<f\  Stewariy  and  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  for  Fortifications  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

On  detached  service*    On  duty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy. 

On  detached  service.  Chief  Engineer  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners. 

Adjutant  Battalion  of  Engineers  and  Post  of  Willets  Point ; 
Post  Treasurer  and  Signal  Officer  untQ  Sept,  14,  1876. 
Member  of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point, 
N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18,  1876.  On  detached  service.  On 
duty  at  the  U.  &  Military  Academy. 
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Bank  and  Name. 


FIRST  URUTENANTS. 

(coDtinaed.) 
William  li.  Marshall  .. 


Joseph  H.  Willard  . 


ErioBergland 

Samael  £.  Tillman. 

Philip  M.Prlo6.... 
Francis  Y.  Greene. . 

Carl  F.  Palfrey 

William  H.  Bixby. . 
Henry  8.  Taber 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

William  T.  RosseU 

Thomas  N.  Bailey 

Thos.  W.  Symons 

Smiths.  Leach 


Dan  C.  Kingman. 


DUTIKS. 


On  duty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Wheeler  on 
explorations  west  of  100th  meridian  nntil  Ang.  8, 1876. 
On  duty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Captain  King. 

On  dnty  nnder  Immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  New- 
ton until  April  21, 1877.  On  duty  under  immediate  orders 
of  Captain  Mereur,  Beoorder  of  Board  to  examine  and 
decide  upon  pier  and  bulkhead  lines  upon  Hudson  Biver, 
from  the  State  dam  at  Troy  to  the  city  of  Hudson. 

On  dnty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  TTheeler, 

On  dnty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy  until  Ang.  9, 1876- 
On  duty  under  immediat«»orders  of  Lien  tenaot  Wheeler. 

On  duty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  M%jor  Cometoch  until 
May  24, 1877.  On  duty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Capt. 
J7.  if.  Adani9, 

On  detached  service.  On  duty  in  the  ofiQce  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  until  June  2.3, 1877.  On  duty  under  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  as  Military  Attach^  of  the  U.  S.  Legation 
at  St.  Petersburg. 

On  detached  service.  On  dnty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy. 
Member  of  general  conrt-martial  to  meet  at  West  Point, 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  K,  1877. 

On  detached  service.  On  duty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy. 
On  duty  with  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Engineers. 

On  dutv  with  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Addi- 
tional member  of  general  court-martial  appointed  to  meet 
at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18, 1876.  Battalion 
Quartermaster,  A.  A.  Q.  M.,  A.  C.  S.,  and  R.  O.  Post  of 
Willet*  Point  until  Dec.  22,  1876.  On  duty  at  the  U.  S. 
Military  Academy,  and  with  Company  E,  Battalion  of  En- 
gineers. 

On  duty  with  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  until  Aug. 
28, 1876.  Member  of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Wil- 
lets Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18, 1876.  On  detached  ser- 
vice.   On  dnty  at  the  U.  S.  Military  Academy. 

On  duty  nnder  immediate  orders  of  Major  Cometoek,  until 
Aug.  23, 1876.  On  detached  service.  On  dnty  at  the  U.  S. 
Military  Academy. 

On  duty  with  Company  C,  Battalion  of  Engineers,  until  Aug. 
8, 1876.  Judge- advocate  of  general  court-martial  to  meet 
at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18, 1876.  On  duty 
under  immediate  orders  of  Lieutenant  Wheeler, 

On  temporary  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Captain  Heap 
in  connection  with  International  Exhibition,  1876,  until 
Sept.  14, 1876.  Adjutant  Battalion  of  Engineers  and  Post 
of  Willets  Point ;  Post  Treasurer  and  Signal-officer,  until 
Dec.  11, 1876.  Member  of  general  court-martial  to  meet 
at  WUlets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  Nov.  28,  1876.  On  duty 
with  Company  0,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Member  of 
general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Har- 
bor, May  29,  1877. 

On  duty  with  Company  C,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Member 
of  general  court-  martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Har- 
bor, July  18, 1876.  Judge-advocate  of  general  court-mar- 
tial to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  May  29, 1877. 
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Statement  showing  rank  and  duties  of  officers  of  Corps  of  Engineers — Oon'd. 


Rank  and  Name. 


Duties. 


SECOND  LIEUTENANTS. 

(continaed.) 
Eugene  Griffin. ••• 


Willard  Young. 


William  M.  Black 

Walter  L.Fi8k 

Solomon  W.  Roesaler 

U.  S.  CIVIL  ENOINEBSS. 


Clarence  King  . 
S.  T.Abert 


M.  Meigs . 


On  duty  with  Company  B,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Judge- 
advocate  of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point, 
N.  Y.  Harbor,  July  18.  1876.  Member  of  general  courts- 
martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  Nov.  28, 
1876,  and  May  29, 1877. 

On  duty  with  Company  A,  Battalion  of  Engineers.  Mem- 
ber of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  mUets  Point,  N. 
Y.  Harbor,  July  18,  1876.  Judge-advocate  of  general 
court-martial  to  meet  at  Willets  Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  Nov. 
28, 1876.  Member  of  general  court-martial  to  meet  at  Wil- 
lets Point,  N.  Y.  Harbor,  May  29, 1877. 

On  S^U^ilSf  wl!"  (Appointed  in  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 
oSfJalSffi  }:;:;::  I  Junel5,T877. 


In  charge  of  Geological  Exploration  of  40th  Parallel. 

In  charge  of  improvement  of  Occoquan,  Rappahannock, 
Elizal^th,  and  Nansemond  rivers,  Ya.,  RoanoKe,  Pamplico, 
Perquimans,  and  French  Broad  rivers,  N.  C. :  of  Aquia , 
Accotink,  and  Nomini  creeks,  Ya.;  of  the  narbors  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  D.  C,  and  >7orfolk,  Ya. 

On  duty  under  immediate  orders  of  Colonel  Macomb, 
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FORTY-FOURTH  CONGRESS,  SECOND  SESSION,  1876-'77. 


CHAP.  25.— An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  aathorlzing  the  reparement     Jan.  16, 1877. 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue,"  and  the  act  amendatory  thereof.  


Be  it  mooted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  107^**  /  o\?  *  ^A 
0/ America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  bo  mach  of  said  act,  and  the  act  act  Auffast^fs, 
amendatory  thereof,  approved  August  fifteenth,  eighteen  handred  and  1876,  eh.    3  0  6) 
fieventy-six,  as  provides  that  the  said  pavement  shall  be  fully  completed  amended. 
and  ready  /ornse  January  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  in*  pJnnsvlvanU 
is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  extend  the  time  for  the  com  pletion  of  said  work  a\^nae     extend- 
to  the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven:  Provided,  ed. 
That  the  sureties  in  the  contract  fordoing  said  work  shall  file  with  the    Proviso. 
said  paving  commissioners  their  consent  in  writing  to  the  extension  of 
time  provided  for  in  this  act,  and  in  default  thereof  that  the  contractors 
shall  file  a  new  bond  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  paving  commission- 
ers, before  said  contractors  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefits  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act. 

Approved,  January  16, 1877. 


CHAP.  31.— An  act  authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to     Jan.  20, 1877. 

remove  the  lail  on  Judiciary  Square  to  grounds  near  to  the  Washington  Asylum  for 

the  oae.of  the  District. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States     Jail  on  Judlci- 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  District  "y  ^^°*^  ^^^ 
of  Columbia  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  tear  down  and      '^niov^o* 
remove  the  jail  situate  on  Judiciary  Square,  in  the  city  of  Washington,    Use  of  material, 
and  with  the  material  thereof,  and  such  other  as  may  be  necessary,  to 
locate  and  construct,  within  the  present  year,  a  suitable  building  or 
buildings  for  the  work-house  of  the  Washington  Asylum,  for  the  use  of 
said  District,  upon  the  following  grounds,  namely:   Upon  the  public     Location  of  new 
reservation  in  said  city  of  Washington  now  occupied  in  part  by  the  buildings. 
buildings  of  the  Washington  Asylum,  beginning  on  the  east  side  of  Nine- 
teenth street  east,  at  the  southwestern  angle  of  the  ground  occupied  by 
«aid  Washington  Asylum ;  running  thence  south  along  the  east  line  of 
said  street  to  the  point  at  which  the  north  line  of  £  street,  if  prolonged, 
would  intersect  toe  east  line  of  said  Nineteenth  street  east ;  running 
thence  east  three  hundred  feet,  thence  north  to  the  south  boundary  of 
the  asylum  grounds  r  thence  west  three  hundred  feet  to  the  point  of 
beginning ;  and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  said  building  or  buildings    Use   of   new 
and  grounds  for  the  imprisonment,  under  the  laws,  of  persons  sentenced  buildings. 
to  imprisonmeut  by  the  police  court  of  said  District,  or  by  the  supreme 
court  of  said  District,  in  cases  appealed  from  said  police  court,  for  vio- 
lation of  the  municipal  laws  or  ordinances  in  force  in  said  District. 

Sec.  42.  That  said  Commissioners  shall  not  expend  more  than  fourteen    Limit  of  cost 
thousand  dollars  in  and  about  the  aforesaid  work  of  tearing  down,  re- 
moval, and  construction ;  which  sum  is  hsreby  appropriated  for  that    Appropriation 
purpose  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
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Grading.    &c.,     Sec.  3.  That,  for  the  removal  of  earth  and  rubbish,  grading,  sewerage 

"^AwDTonriAtioiL  *°^  other  improvements  of  Jadioiary  Square,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 

****   pnau      ^oii^urg  ig  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 

1874^.  455,  18  otherwise  appropriated,  in  lieu  of  the  money  to  have  been  derived  from 

Stot.,  8S5.  |.^^  g^i^  ^f  ^Yxe  Jail  in  said  square  and  appropriated  June  three,  eighteen 

hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Approve^  January  20,  1877. 


Feb.  28, 1877.      CHAP.  76.— An  act  to  authorize  the  Ocean  City  Bridse  Company  to  maintain  and 

■ operate  a  bridge  heretofore  erected  over  and  aoroaa  l^nepoxent  Bay  in  Woroeater 

Coonty,  Maryland. 

Ocean  City     £e  it  enacted  ly  the  Senate  and  House  of  R^^eseniaUvea  of  the  United  States 
Bridge  Company  ^f  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  Ocean  City  Bridge  Company, 
bri^wil  *^°         *  corporation  created  by  an  act  of  the  general  assemblv  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  passed  at  the  January  session  thereof,  in  the  year  ei^ht«en 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  authorized  to  maintain 
and  operate  a  bridge  heretofore  built  across  Synepuxent  Bay,  from  Hom- 
mock  Point  to  Ocean  Citv  in  Worcester  County  in  said  State,  with  all 
the  powers,  rights,  and  nanchises,  and  subject  to  all  the  conditions, 
duties,  and  obligations,  which  are  conferred  and  imposed  upon  said  cor- 
poration in  and  by  the  several  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  incorporation. 
Chanftea  or  re-     Sxc.  2.  If  the  bridge  authorized  by  the  preceding  section,  shall  at  any 
movai  of  bridge,  time,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretarv  of  War,  substantially  or  materially 
obstruct  the  free  navigation  of  the  Svnepuxent  Bay,  the  same  shall 
under  the  direction  of  Uie  Secretary  and  at  the  expense  of  the  owner  or 
owners,  be  so  altered  or  changed  as  to  obviate  the  obstruction,  and  if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  the  removal  of  the  bridge  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  navigation  of  said  bay,  such  bridge  shall  within  sixty 
days  after  notice  to  that  effect,  be  removed  by  the  owner  or  owners  at 
his  or  their  expense. 
Approved,  February  28, 1877. 


March  3, 1877   CHAP,  loa.— An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  legialatlTe,  execatiTe,  and  ladl- 

oial  expenaes  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth  eighteen  nan- 

dred  and  aeventy-eight  and  for  other  purpoaea. 

Approprla-  Be  it  enacted  ly  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreseniaiives  of  the  United 
tiona.  Legisla-  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
and '  iudic2d**ex  *^®  Mme  are  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in  tlie  Treasury 
^etkses.  '  ^^^  otherwise  appropriated,  in  full  compensation  for  the  service  of  the 

fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  eight, 

for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  namely : 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  AKD   GBOUNDS. 

Salaries.  For  clerk  in  the  Office  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  one  thousand 

four  hundred  dollars. 

For  messenger  in  the  same  office,  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  public-gardener,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  laborer  in  charge  of  the  water-closets  in  the  Capitol,  seven 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  a  foreman  and  laborers  employed  in  the  public  grounds,  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  two  laborers  in  the  Capitol,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 
^  Architect    o  f     For  the  person  in  charge  of  the  heating-apparatus  of  the  Library  of 


ing  lighting,  and  shall  submit  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

annually  estimates  thereof. 

B  X  e  0  n  t  i  V  e     For  the  following  employees  at  the  Executive  Mansion,  namely :  For 

plovis"  ***■  fnmace-keeper,  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  j  one  night-watch- 

^    '  man,  at  nine  hundred  dollars ;  one  night-usher,  at  one  thousand  two 

hundred  dollars ;  two  day-ushers,  one  at  the  Piesident's  door  and  one 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


LAWS   AFFECTING   CORPS   OF  ^ENGINEERS.  145 

at  the  door  of  the  secretary,  at  one  thoDBand  two  hundred  dollars  each  ; 
and  two  doorkeepers,  at  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  each ;  in  all^ 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars. 

For  two  draw-keeners  for  Navy- Yard  and  Upper  bridges,  and  for  fuel,    Draw-keepers, 
oil,  and  lamps,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  watchman  in  Franklin  Square,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,    ^^tohmen   ia 

For  watchman  at  Lafayette  Square  seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  gronnds. 

For  two  watchmen  in  Smithsonian  grounds,  at  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  dollars  each,  one  thousaud  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  one  bridge-keeper  at  Chain  Bridge,  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars. 

For  contingent  and  incidental  exjienses,  five  hundred  dollars.  Contiiigencie«. 

That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to-  the  two  watchmen  in  the  Smith-    Watchmen, 
sonian  grounds,  the  two  laborers  in  the  Capitol  building,  one  public  ^o.,  discharged, 
gardener,  and  one  watchman  in  Lincoln  Square,  discharged  by  reason    ^J;  ^h   *^' 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  making  appropriations  ror  the  legisla-  ' 

tive,  executive,  and  judicial  expeuses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-sev^n,  and 
for  other  purposes,  approved  August  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of  their  respective,  pay  from 
August  sixteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six.September  fifteenth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


In  the  Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.— One  chief  clerk  at  two    Engineer   Bu. 
thousand  dollars ;  four  clerks  of  class  four ;  three  clerks  of  class  three  ;  reaa. 
three  clerks  of  class  two ;  three  clerks  of  class  one ;  one  messenger ;  two 
laborers ;  in  all,  twenty-four  thousand  and  eighty  dollars. 

•  •  «  «  4^  «  « 

For  contingent  expenses,  namely  for  stationery,  office-furniture  mis- 
cellaneous and  incidental  expenses,  including  purchase  of  professional 
books  and  maps,  two  thousand  five  hundred  oollars. 

«  •  *  «  «  *  M 

Approved,  March  3, 1877. 


CHAP.  105.— An  aot  making  appropriations  for  sundry  ci\'il  expenses  of  the  Govern-     Ap  propria- 
ment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  tions. 
and  for  other  purpose^. 

Be  it  enacted  "by  the  Senate  and  Mouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  following  sums  be,  and    ^^^^^  ®  ^^^^^ 
the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  objects  hereinafter  expressed,  ^^P®**®   • 
for  the  fiscal  year  eudiog  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  namely : 


UNDER  THE  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 


MISCELLANEOUS  OBJECTS. 

To  protect  the  piers  at  the  draw  of  the  bridge  across  the  Mississippi    To    protect 
River  at  Rock  Island  Illinois  owned  by  the  United  States,  by  the  erec-  f*f"i^'./^°  °^ 
tion  of  booms,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  ^^°"  bridge. 
War,  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Chicago  Rock  Island  and  Pacific 
Railway  Company  is  required  to  refund  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  one-half  of  the  said  suift,  aud  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  directed  to  enforce  this  condition. 
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UNDER  THE  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


SarTCys    of       SURVEYS  OV  NORTHERN  AKD  NORTHWESTERN  LAKES  AND  MISSISSIPPI 

°  **th  we'^^e'rn  ^^^'^** '  ^^^  continuing  surveys  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario ;  determina- 
hOios,  &0.'*  ^^^^  ^^  points  in  aid  of  State  surveys  and  construction  of  mapsj  con- 

tinuation of  trian^ulation  south  from  Chicago  and  east  to  Lake  Erie ; 
survey  of  the  Mississippi  River ;  and  miscellaneous  one  hundred  and 
Proceeds  of  sale  ten  thousand  dollars.    Provided^  That  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
of  survoy-stcam-  steamers  belonging  to  the  survey  of  the  northern  and  northwestern 
'^"*  lakes  shall  be  placed  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation 

of  said  survey  and  the  whole  amount  shall  be  immediately  available 
Proviso.  Provided  further  That  twenty  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  foregoing  sam 

shall  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  in  con- 
tinning  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  its  tributaries  with  a 
view  of  determining  the  proper  method  of  reclaiming  from  overflow 
the  alluvial  lands  of  the  Mississippi  delta. 

Surveys  and  re-     The  balance  not  to  exceed  eighteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  appropri- 

connaissancea,  ation  of  February  tenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  for  surveys 

^1^75  cli.  39  18  ^^^  seacoast  defences  now  standing  on  the  bodks  of  the  Treasury  De- 

Stat.,  314.      '      partment  is  hereby  also  made  available  for  the  surveys  and  reconnois- 

ences  by  the  engineer  officers  attached  to  the  headquarters  of  the 

various  military  divisions  and  departments  and  for  the  publication  of 

maps  for  the  use  of  the  War  Department  and  the  Army. 

BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS  IN  AND  AROUND  WASHINGTON. 

Public gronnds     Improvement  and  care  of  public  grounds:  For  filling  in  aud  improv- 
in  Washington,  jj,^  grounds  south  of  Executive  Mansion  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordinary  care  and  extension  of  greenhouses  at  the  nursery,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  ordinary  care  of  Lafayette  Square  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  care  of  and  improvement  of  reservation    No^3  Monamental 
Grounds  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  annual  repair  of  fepces  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  manure  and  hauling  of  the  same,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
«..  dollai's. 

For  painting  iron  fences  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  repair  of  seats  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  purchase  and  repair  of  tools  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  trees,  tree  stakes,  lime  and  whitewashing  two  thousand  dollars. 
For  removing  snow  and  ice  one  thousand  dollars. 
For  fiowers,  pots,  twine  and  Italian  lycopodium  five  hundred  dollars. 
For  abating  nuisances  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  care  of  and  repairs  to  fountains  in  the  public  grounds  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 
For  improving  various  reservations  four  thousand  dollars. 
'  Xoexpenditnre     Provided^  That  no  sum  of  money  herein  appropriated  shall  be  ex- 
for removing  iron  pended  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  to  take 
fences.  down  or  remove  any  iron  fence  around  any  square  or  reservation  iu  the 

city  of  Washington. 
Bennings,  Ana-     For  ordinary  repairs  to  Bennings  and  the  Auacostis   and  Chain 
costia,  anU  Chain  bridges  one  thousand  dollars, 
^ed'eetal  for     *^^^  pedestal  for  the  statue  of  General  George  H.  Thomas,  the  unex- 
fitatnte  of  G«ner-  pended  balance  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  this  purpose  in  the  act  of 
alG.H.Tboma*.  July  thirty  first  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy  six  is  hereby  reappro- 
1876,  ch.  246.      priated  and  rendered  available. 

#  *  •  #  #  #  » 

Executive     For  repairs  of  the  Executive  Mansion,  refurnishinp^he  same,  and  fuel 
Mansion.  f^^  ^jj^  game  and  for  care  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  greenhonses, 

twenty  thousand  dollai's. 
'    Lighting    Ex-     For'lighting  the  Executive  Mansion  aiid  public  grounds,  namely,  for 
ecutire Mansion,  gas,  pay  of  lamp  lighters,  gas  fitters,  plumbers  and  plumbing,  lamps, 
^^'  lamp- posts,  matches  aud  repairs  of  all  kinds,  fuel  for  watchmen's  lodges 

and  for  greenhouses  at  the  nursery,  fifteen  thousand  dollars :  Provided^ 
Stateofmete^  That  the  superintendent  of  meters  at  the  Capitol  shall  hereafter  take 
in     JDepartnicn^  the  statement  of  the  meters  of  the  several  Department  buildings  in  the 
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city  of  Washington  and  render  to  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  buiiaingB  to  1>e 
Treasury  Department  the  consumption  of  gas  each  month  in  said  build-  ^^^^^  ^^ 
inss  respectively. 

For  repairing  and  extending  water  pipes,  purchase  of  apparatus  to     Water  pipes, 
clean  them  and  for  cleaning  the  springs  tbat  supply  the  Capitol,  Exec-  &c. 
utive  Mansion  and  War  and  Navy  Departments,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Washington^  aqueduct :  For  engineering,  noaintenance  and  general  re-  Was  h i  ngton 
pairs,  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Aqueduct. 

For  repairs  and  care  of  the  telegraph  to  connect  the  Capitol  with  the'  Department 
Departments  and  the  Public  Printing  Office,  five  hundred  dollars.  telegraph. 

For  geographical  surveys  of  the  territory  west  of  the  one  hundredth    Geoji^raphical 
meridian,  and  for  preparing,  engraving  and  printing  the  cuts,  charts,  *°^^<>y8  ?  charts, 
plates  and  atlas  sheets  for  geographical  surveys  west  of  the  one  huu-  ?"***•»  *<*• 
dredth  meridian,  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  shall  be  immediately 
available. 

State,  War,  and  Navy  Department  building :  For  continuation  of  the  State, War,  and 
east  wing  of  the  building,  two  hundoed  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  ^  *  7^  iiSS?*^ 
for  pieparing  granite  for  the'  construction  of  the  north  wing,  one  hun-  ^  *" 

dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  which  shall  be  immediately  available, 
and  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Approved,  March  3, 1877. 


CHAP.  106.— An  aet  making  appropriations  to  supply  deflcienoies  in  the  appropria*     March  3, 1877. 

tione  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  ' 

and  prior  years,  and  for  other  purposes. 

JBe  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  R^reeeniativea  of  the  United  „-?*5?!?S  •^ 
States  of  Ameriea  in  Congress  assembled^  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  p"'^"*  "■•• 
they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  Government  for  the  fiiscal  year  ending  June 
thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  for  former  years,  and 
for  other  purposes,  namely: 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

OFFICE  OP  TIIK  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. 

For  payment  of  amounts  certified  to  be  due  by  the  accounting-officers    Bridge  •  trains, 
of  the  Treasury  Department  for  bridge  trains  and  equipage,  being  ade-  ^^ 
ficiency  for  the  fiscal  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one»  and  prior 
years,  two  hundred  dollars. 

»  »  ■   <»  *  »  »  # 

MISCELLANEOUS 

For  payment  of  amounts  certified  to  be  due  by.  the  accounting-officers    Geographical 
of  the  Treasury  Department  for  expense  of  military  and  geographical  surveys.    , 
surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  being  a  deficiency  tor  the  fiscal 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  twenty-two  dollars  and  thirty 
cents. 


MISCBLI.ANEOUS. 

•  «  •  •  »•  •  • 

And  hereafter  no  contract  shall  be  made  for  the  rent  of  any  building, .  Future   leajwa 
or  part  of  any  building,  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Government  Jn^J?^® 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  until  an  appropriation  therefor  shall  have 
been  made  in  terms  by  Congress,  and  tbat  this  clause  be  regarded  as 
notice  to  all  contractors  or  lessors  of  any  such  building  or  any  part  of 
building. 
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Certain  balan-  Sec.  2.  That  the  following  balances  of  ap];A:opriation8y  carried  to  the 
Sl3s*Sind*mi^e  ^"^P^"^  fand  under  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  approved 
available.  June  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-four/ being  required  to 

1874,  ch!  328,  §5,  complete  the  service  of  the  fiscal  ^ear  eighteen  hundred  and  seven ty-fonr 
18  Stat,  110.  and  prior  years,  ai^  hereby  continned  and  rendered  available  for  suph 
purpose,  namely : 

WAR  DEPARTMENT. 


MILITARY    AND     GBOGRAPHICAI.    SURVEYS     WEST    OF     THE     MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER. 

Geographi  oal     For  payment  of  amounts  certified  to  be  due  by  the  accounting-officers 

surveys.  ot  the  Treasury  Department  for  expenses  of  military  and  geographical 

surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  being  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal 

year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-three,  ten  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

Approved,  March  3, 1877. 


Maroli  3, 1877.    CHAP.  112.— An  act  making  appropriations  for  fortifications  and  for  other  works  of 

• defense,  and  for  the  armament  thereof,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878,  and 

for  other  pni-poses. 

Appropria-     Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rexyresentatives  of  the  United 

tions.  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred 

thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any 

money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  protection 

Fortiflcftt  ions  P^®®^^^***®°  *"^  repair  of  fortifications  and  other  works  of  defense,  for 

and  other  works  ^^^  ^^cal  year  ending  June  thirtieth  eighteen  hundred  and  seven^y- 

of  defense.  eight ;  the  same  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 

War ;  also,  the  following  for  armament  of  fortificatious,  namely : 

Armament    of     ^^^  ^^^  armament  of  sea-coast  fortifications,  including  heavy  guns, 

sea-coast   fortifl-  and  howitzers  for  flank  defense,  carriages,  projectiles,  fuses,  powder,  and 

cations.  implements,  their  trial  and  proof,  and  all  necessary  expenses  incident 

Machine  guns,  thereto,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ]  and  for  Gatling  or  other  machine 

guns,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Torpedoes  for     For  torpedoes  for  harbor  defenses,  and  preservation  of  the  same,  and 
harbor  defenses,  for  torpedo  experiments  in  their  application  to  harbor  and  land  defense, 
and  for  instruction  of  engineer  battalion  in  their  preparation  and  appli- 
Proviso.  cation,  fifty  thousand  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  money  herein  ap- 

propriated for  torpedoes  shall  only  be  used  in  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  torpedoes  to  be  operated  from  shore-stations  for  the 
destruction  of  an  enemy's  vessel  approaching  the  shore  or  entering 
the  channel  and  fairways  of  harbors. 
Approved,  March  3, 1877. 


March  3  1877     I^**"  ^'^    Joint  resnlntion  authorizing  the  President  to  designate  and  set  apart  a  site 
'  for  the  colossal  statue  of  "  Liberty  enlightening  the  world,"  and  to  provide  lor  the 

permanent  maintenance  and  preservation  thereof. 

Preamble.  ,  Whereas,  the  President  has  communicated  to  Congress  the  informa- 

tion that  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  propose  to  commemorate  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  our  independeuce  by  erecting  at  their 
own  cost  a  colossal  bronze  statue  of  *'  Liberty  enlightening  the  world  " 
upon  a  pedestal  of  suitable  proportions  to  be  built  by  private  subscrip- 
tion upon  one  of  the  islands  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the  har- 
bor of  New  York,  and 

Preamble.  Whereas  it  is  proper  to  provide  for  the  care  and  preservation  of  this 

grand  monument  of  art  and  of  the  abiding  friendship  of  our  ancient 
ally :  Therefore, 

statueof  "Lib.     ^^  *^  rcsolved  by  the  Senanle  and  House  of  Bepreseniatires  of  the  United 

ertyenUghtening '^^'^^  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United 

the  world"  a  c  -  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  apd  directed  to  accept  the  colos- 

oepted.  sal  statue  of  "  Liberty  enlightening  the  world  "  when  presented  by 

citizens  of  the  French  Republic,  and  to  designate  and  set  apart  for  the 

Site  for.  erection  thereof,  a  suitable  site  ni)on   either  Goveruoi*s  or  Bedloes 
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Island,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York ;  and  upon  the  completion  thereof 
shall  caase  the  same  to  be  inaugurated  with  such  ceremonies  as  will     inaagnrAtion 
serve  to  testify  the  gratitude  of  our  people  for  this  expressive  and  fell-  of. 
ci tons  memorial  of  the  sympathy  of  the  citizens  of  our  sister  Bepnblio ; 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  suitable  regulations  to  be  made  for 
its  future  maintenance  as  a  beacon,  and  for  toe  permanent  care  and 
preservation  thereof  as  a  monument  of  art,  and  the  continued  good 
will  of  the  great  nation,  which  aided  us  in  our  struggle  for  freedom. 
Approved,  March  3, 1877. 


{Xo.  8.]    Joint xesolution  to  appoint  a  commiasion  to  examine  into  the  matter  of  oon- 
'  tracts  made  by  and  between  the  United  States  and  tue  Moline  Water  Power  Uom^  - 

pany  as  to  the  water  power  at  Moline,  Illinoia,  and  to  report  to  Congress  as  to 

same. 


March  3, 18T7. 


Preamble.  ■ 


Whereas,  the  Moline  Water  Power  Company,  of  Moline  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  complains  that  certain  contracts  made  with  said  Company  by 
the  United  States,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  acting  under  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  have  not  been  carried  out  in  good  faith  in  develop- 
ing and  maintaining  the  water  power  at  said  town  of  Moline  as  required 
by  said  contracts,  and  that  by  reason  of  such  failure  said  Company  has 
sustained  and  is  sustaining  large  damages,  therefore, 

Besolvedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentaiives  of  the  United  States    Commission  to 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  ^*2f"®  Moline 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  appoint  a  commission  to  consist  Q^JJ^yJ^  J' 
of  three  competent  Civil  Engineers,  one  of  whom  shall  be  the  Chief  of  tractsT 
Engineers  of  the  United  States  Army,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine 
into  the  subject  matter  of  said  contracts,  made  by  and  between  the 
United  States,  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said  Water  Power  Company,  as  to 
said  water  power,  and  the  development  and  maintenance  of  the  same, 
and  to  report  to  the  Congress  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  at    Report 
its  next  sessfon,  what  if  anything  is  necessary  to  be  done  by  the  United 
States  to  carry  out  in  good  faith  said  contracts,  and  to  relieve  said 
Water  Power  Company  trom  its  alleged  grievances.    Said  report  to  be 
submitted  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session  ;  and  to  be  directed  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Approved,  March  3, 1877. 
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ANNUAL  EBPORT  OF  LIBCJTENANT-COLONEL  GEORGE 
THOM,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Me.,  July  7,  1877. 
•    General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
of  operations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  on  the  several 
river  and    harbor  improvements  under  my  charge  in   the  States  of 
Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers,  Bvi,  Brig.  Gen.,  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 


A  I. 

IMPROVEMENT   OF   SAINT  CROIX   RIVER.    AHOVE  THE  "LEDGE,"  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  «have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  riyer,  vizr 

By  act  approved  March '^,  1867 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 187.3 10,000  00 

Byactapproved  June  23, 1874 10,000  00 

Total 35,000  00 

The  act  of  March  2,  1867,  contains  the  proviso  that —      ' 

The  province  of  New  Branswick  cootribate  and  pay  to  the  proper  disbarsing  officer 
a  like  sum  for  said  purpose,  said  payment  being  made  on  condition  that  in  no  event 
shall  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  be  called  upon  for  more  than  half  the  sum 
actually  expended  for  said  purpose. 

In  July,  1873,  information  was  received  by  the  Department  from  the 
minister  of  public  works  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  that  $25,000  had 
been  appropriated  by  Parliament — 

For  the  removal  of  slabs,  sawdust,  and  other  obstructions  in  the  Saint  Croix  River, 
which  runs  between  the  province  of  New  Brunswick  and  the  State  of  Maine. 

An  accurate  survey  was  made  in  1873,  under  my  direction,  of  this 
river  from  the  "Ledge''  up  to  the  toll-bridge  between  Calais  and  Saint 
Stephen's,  the  head  of  navigation,  and  a  project  for  the  improvement 
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of  this  river,  with  an  estimate  of  its  cost,  was  submitted  to  both  govern- 
ments. 

On  referring  to  my  estimate,  submitted  to  the  Department  in  a  special 
report  dated  March  25, 1874,  it  is  seen  that  about  235,000  cubic  yards  of 
slabs,  edgings,  &c.,  would  have  to  be  excavated  in  order  to  obtain  a 
channel  200  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  (giving  29  feet 
at  mean  high-water)  up  to  Todd's  Ledge,  and  100  feet  wide,  with  same 
depth,  thence  up  to  the  toll-bridge;  the  estimated  cost  of  which  now 
is -$150,000. 

Now,  as  these  deposits  in  the  channel  have  been  caused  solely  by  the 
saw-mills  at  Calais,  Saint  Stephen's,  and  above,  and  as  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  any  law  or  authority  strong  enough  to  prevent  the  contin- 
uance of  this  evil,  it  has  been  decided  by  the  two  governments  (see  cor- 
respondence accompanying  my  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1874)  to  suspend  this  improvement  until  they  shall  become 
satisfied  that  there  will  be  no  further  deposition  of  the  "  waste '^  from  the 
saw-mills  above,  as  otherwise  there  is  no  guarantee  that  the  river,  if 
now  improved,  would  remain  in  a  state  of  efficiency,  but  would,  instead^ 
bo  closed  again  and  require  further  expenditure. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  again  respectfully  asked  to  this  matter,, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  some  general  law  to  protect  from  injury  and 
obstructions  all  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  the  improvement  of  which  Congress  has  already  made  or  may 
hereafter  see  fit  to  make  appropriations. 

This  river  throughout  its  whole  extent  forms  a  part  of  the  international  boundary, 
and  that  portion  of  it  for  which  improvements  are  projected  lies  within  the  collection- 
district  of  Passamaquoddy,  the  nearest  port  of  entry  being  at  Calais,  Me. 

The  light-house  nearest  thereto  is  at  Dochet's  Island,  in  Saint  Croix  River,  about  8 
miles  below  Calais,  and  the  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Sullivan,  at  Eastport,  Me.,  about  30 
miles  below  Calais. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
the  port  of  Calais,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876,  has  been 
furnished  by  the  United  States  deputy  collector  of  customs,  viz :  . 

Amount  of  revenue  collected,  about  $14,000. 

Vessels  arrived,  1,136  coastwise  and  44  foreign ;  vessels  cleared,  1,100  coastwise  aud 
70  foreign. 
Vessels  built,  5,  aggregating  3,534.05  tons. 
Vessels  owned  and  hailed  from  Calais,  93,  aggregating  12,774  tons. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $34,185  58 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 185  58 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 34,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  compietion  of  existing  project 40, 000  00 


A  2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  MACHIAS  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  improvement  of 
this  river,  viz: 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 |12,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,1874 10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,1875 10,000  00 

Total 32,000  00 
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The  foregoing  appropriations  have  been  made  on  an  estimate  sab- 
mitted  in  my  report  of  December  14, 1872,  to  the  Department  on  the 
survey  of  this  river,  made  with  a  view  to  its  improvement,  which  esti- 
mate is  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Opening  a  chanDel  from  the  draw-bridge  up  to  Macbiaa  Falls,  at  the 
head  of  navigation,  (a  distance  of  about  3  miles,)  so  as  to  have  a  depth  of 
6  feet  at  mean  low- water  (giving  19.3  feet  at  mean  high- water)  for  a  width 
of  150  feet,  requiring  the  excavation,  of  65,500  cubic  yards  of  slabs,  edg- 
ings, sawdust,  &c.,  at  50  cents $35^,750  00 

2.  The  removal  of  Middle  Rock,  lying  in  front  of  the  wharves  at  Macbiaa, 
to  a  depth  of  1  foot  below  the  plane  of  mean  low-water,  requiring  2,095 

cubic  yards  of  ezcavati on,  at  $5  per  cubic  yard 10, 475  00 

Adding  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies,  say 4, 775  00 

Total 48,000  00 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to 
modify  the  project  first  submitted  fas  above)  by  diminishing  the  pro- 
posed channel  to  a  width  of  100  ieet,  except  at  the  bends,  and  not 
extending  the  excavation  of  Middle  Bock  to  a  greater  depth  than 
one-half  a  foot  below  the  plane  of  mean  low-water.  By  this  modifica- 
tion the  estimate  has  been  reduced  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  The  removal  of  Middle  Bock,  1,350  cubic  yards,  at  $().75  per  cubic  yard 

in  »liUy  the  price  contracted  for  under  the  appropriation  of  March  lif  1873..  $1),  112  50 

2.  17,840  cubic  yards  of  dredging  on  shoal  between  the  Middle  Ground  and 
Middle  Rock  above,  together  with  a  shoal  next  above  draw-bridge,  com- 
pleted in  July,  1875,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard  in  siiUf  the  price  contracted 
for  under  the  appropriation  of  June  23^  1874,  and  with  unexpended  balance 

of  former  appropriation 10,704  00 

3.  15,150  cubic  yards  of  dredging  at  and  near  the  Middle  Ground,  contracted 
for  May  13^  1875,  by  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  under  the  appropriation  of 
March  3,  1875,  at  45  cents  per  cubic  yard  measured  in  siiUj  the  same  hav> 
ingbeen  completed  in  November,  1876 6,817  50 

Labor,  contingencies,  &c 5,366  00 

Total 32,000  00 

Which  is  the  amount  that  has  already  been  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  this  work. 

A  8  the  shoals  in  this  river  have  been  caused  chiefly  by  slabs,  edgings, 
and  sawdust,  thrown  into  the  river  from  the  saw-mills  at  and  above 
Machias  Falls,  they  will  of  coarse  continue  to  be  formed  so  long  as  the 
mills  shall  be  permitted,  as  at  present,  to  throw  their  ^' waste"  into  the 
river ;  so  that  the  improvement  of  the  shoals  now  completed  will  prob- 
ably be  only  temporary  in  its  efficiency.  But,  if  otherwise,  it  is  believed 
that  their  improvement  will  fully  answer  the  wants  of  the  commerce  of 
this  river. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  no  further  appropriation  be  made 
for  this  work. 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  the  attention  of  Congress  be  called 
to  this  matter,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Saint  Oroix  Eiver,  with  a  view 
to  protecting  from  injury  and  obstruction,  by  suitable  legislation,  these 
and  all  other  navigable  waters  under  the  control  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  improvement  of  which  appropriations  have  been  or  hereafter 
may  be  made  bv  the  United  States  Government. 

^  The  town  of  Machias,  where  the  above-described  improvements  have  been  made,  is 
situated  at  the  head  of  navigation  of  Machias  River,  about  6  miles  above  Machias- 
port,  at  its  mouth. 

The  nearest  light-house  is  on  Avery's  Rock,  at  the  head  of  Machias  Bay,  about  4 
miles  below  Machiasport. 
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The  following  informatioQ  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and  re  venae  of 
the  port  of  Machias,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876,  has  been 
furnished  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  that  place,  viz : 

Value  of  imports .• $415  00 

Value  of  exports |102,455  00 

Number  of  arrWals  from  foreign  ports 12 

Number  of  departures  for  foreign  ports 174 

Number  of  arrivals  from  domestic  ports 120 

Number  of  departures  for  domestic  ports ».-  9 

Revenue  collected  from  all  sources $3,096  00 

In  addition  to  tbe  above  there  were  probably  600  arrivals  and  departures  of  vessels 
under  license  that  did  not  report  at  the  custom-house. 

Number  of  vessels  built  during  the  year ^ 10 

Of  a  total  tonnage  of 4,033.61 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $9,350  50 

July  1, 1877,  amouut  expended  duri ng  fiscal  year 9, 350  50 


A3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PENOBSCOT  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  work  that  has  been  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  river 
consists — 

1.  In  straightening  and  widening  its  channel  through  the  several 
shoals  and  bars  at  Bangor,  and  below  for  a  distance  of  three  and  a  half 
miles,  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  not  less  than  200  feet  and  a  depth  of  not 
less  than  11  feet  at  low-water  for  25  feet  at  high-water)  in  the  lowest 
stages  of  the  river,  giving  about  14  feet  of  water  at  low-water  in  its 
ordinary  stages. 

2.  In  breaking  np  and  removing  all  the  sunken  rocks  in  the  harbor  of 
Bangor  down  to  tbe  level  of  the  g:eneral  bed  of  the  river  near  them,  in- 
cThding  Independence  Kock,  Gulliver's  Rock,  the  ledge  near  steamboat- 
wharf,  and  those  near  Dole's  planing-mill  wharf;  also  Green's  Pier  and 
Green's  Pier  Ledge,  and  a  ledge  outside  of  it. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  to  date  for 
the  improvement  of  this  river,  viz  : 

Bv  act  approred  July  11, 1870 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1871 50,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 40,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 20.000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1874 20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1975,  which  provides  that  $10,000  of  this  amount 
shall  be  expended  at  or  near  Bucksport  Narrows,  for  which  no  project  or 

estimate  had  been  made 25,000  00 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  which  provides  that  $4,000  of  the 
amount  shall  be  expended  at  or  near  the  "  Narrows  "  of  said  river  at 
Bucksport 10,000  00 

Total 180,000  00 

Of  which  amount,  $14,000  is  charfj^eable  to  improvements  at  or  near  Bucksport  Nar- 
rows, (not  estimated  for,)  leaving  only  $166,000  available  for  the  Improvemeut  of  the 
river  at  and  near  Bangor,  (above  Hampden,)  for  which  estimates  have  been  submitted, 
amounting  (as  shown  in  the  last  annual  report)  to  $172,000,  leaving  still  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  for  completing  all  the  works  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  river 
at  and  near  Bangor,  $6,000. 
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Of  the  total  amoant  appropriated  as  above,  (to  wit  $180,000,)  there 
had  been  expended,  on  the  1st  July,  1876 — 

For  improving  the  river  at  and  near  Bangor |114, 955  72 

And  at  and  near  Bucksport  the  pum  of '. 10, 000  00 

Leaving,  then,  available  for  improvements  at  and  near  Bangor 45, 044  2d 

The  progress  made  in  the  improvement  of  this  river,  up  to  the  Ist  of 
July,  1876,  was  as  follows : 

I.     AT  AND  NEAB  BANGOR. 

Independence  Rock,  Gulliver's  Rock,  and  the  ledges  near  steamboat 
wharf,  near  Dole's  planing-mill  wharf,  and  near  (outside)  Green's  Pier, 
were  all  entirely  removed;  and  the  removal  of  Green's  Pier  and  Green's 
Pier  Ledge,  (containing  466  cubic  yards,)  nearly  completed,  only  about 
120  cubic  yards  of  the  ledge  remaining  to  be  removed. 

Under  an  unfinished  contract,  made  May  27,  1870,  with  Mr.  A, 
Boschk^,  about  20,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  was  done  in  1870-'71  at 
the  first  and  second  bars  near  Bangor.  Under  a  contract,  made  May 
31,  1873,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  about 
25,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  was  done,  whereby  the  channels  at  bars 
Nos.  2  and  3  were  opened  to  the  projected  width  and  depth,  and  a  shoal 
near  Green's  Pier  was  removed.  Under  a  contract,  made  August  29, 
1874,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  .&  Co.  for  25,000  cubic  yards,  more  or 
less,  of  dredging  in  Bangor  Harbor,  8,222  cubic  yards  of  the  dredging 
was  done ;  and  a  contract  had  been  made  with  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright^ 
of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  for  40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging  in 
Bangor  Harbor,  at  50  cents  per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  situ. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  the  following  additional 
work  has  been  done,  to  wit : 

The  removal  of  Green's  Pier  Ledge  was  completed  early  in  August, 
1876,  by  Mr.  George  A.  Bailey,  under  his  contract  of  June  21, 1873. 
Under  the  contract  made  August  24, 1874,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes 
&  Co.,  12,468  cubic  yards  of  additional  dredging  was  done  in  Bangor 
Harbor,  making  a  total  of  20,690  cubic  yards  on  the  completion  of  that 
contract  in  Kovember,  1876.  Under  the  contract  made  May  13, 1875, 
with  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  for  40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of 
dredging  in  Bangor  Harbor,  he  commenced  operations  on  the  17th  of 
July,  and  continued  them  until  the  15th  of  November,  when,  on  account 
of  freshets  and  ice,  they  were  suspended  until  the  24th  of  May,  when 
tbej''  were  resumed  for  the  season.  Up  to  the  1st  of  July,  1877,  about 
21,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  has  been  done,  leaving  about  18,000 
cubic  yards  yet  to  bQ  done  under  this  contract,  in  total  completion  of 
all  the  projected  dredging ;  which,  it  is  probable,  will  be  done  the  pres- 
ent season. 

In  the  dredging  operations  of  1875  and  1876,  several  sunken  ledges 
were  discovered  in  and  near  the  new  channel  at  Bangor,  to  excavate 
which  to  the  same  depth  as  that  of  the  channel,  (viz,  11  feet  below  the 
plane  of  low-water  in  the  lowest  stages  of  the  river,)  will  require  the 
breaking  up  and  removalof  about  222  cubic  yards  of  ledge  above  that 
plane,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  $12,000. 

The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1875,  (viz, 
$13,209.30,)  it  is  believed  will  complete  all  the  projected  dredging  under 
the  contract  made  May  13, 1875,  with  Mr.  Wright.  So  that  the  only 
work  that  now  remains  to  be  done  for  completing  the  improvement  of  this 
river  at  and  near  Bangor  is  the  removal  of  the  sunken  ledges  recently 
discovered  in  and  near  the  new  channel  at  Bangor. 
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Under  the  appropriation  of  $6,000  made  by  act  of  August  14,  1876, 
now  available  lor  the  improvement  of  this  river  at  and  near  Bangor,  a 
contract,  dated  May  29,  1877,  was  made  with  Mr.  Gardner  Floyd,  of 
Portland,  Me.,  for  the  removal  of  140  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  the 
sunken  ledge,  the  same  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  20th  of  No- 
vember, "1877  ;  leaving  about  82  cubic  yards  to  be  removed  hereafter, 
should  an  appropriation  be  made  therefor  by  Congress. 

II.  AT  AND  NEAR  BUCKSPORT  NARROWS. 

By  the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  making  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  the 
improvement  of  Penobscot  River,  it  was  provided  that  $10,000  of  it 
should  be  expended  "  at  or  near  Bucksport  Narrows,''  18  miles  below 
Bangor.  This  appropriation  was  applied  to  the  partial  removal  of  the 
shoal  known  as  the  Middle  Ground,  in  front  of  *the  town  of  Bucksport. 
This  shoal  had  in  some  places  but  4  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water, 
and  was  a  serious  obstruction  to  navigation.  Under  a  contract  made 
July  16,  1875,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  the 
lowest  of  two  bidders,  the  upper  portion  of  this  shoal  was  removed  in 
1875  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or  22.3  feet  at  ordinary 
high-water. 

Under  the  act  of  August  14,  1876,  by  which  an  additional  sum  of 
$4,000  is  to  be  applied  to  the  improvement  of  the  river  ''at  or  near  the 
Narrows"  at  Bucksport,  a  contract,  dated  June  1, 1877,  has  been  made 
with  Mr.  Augustus  E.  Wright  for  12,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of 
dredging  on  the  remaining  part  of  the  Middle  Ground,  so  as  to  have  a 
depth  of  not  less  than  8  ^et  at  mean  low-water,  the  work  to  be  com- 
pleted not  later  than  the  30th  day  of  November,  1877. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
the  port  of  Bangor,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876,  has  been 
furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  that  place,  viz: 

Amoant  of  revenn©  colleoted $6,670  00 

Amount  of  imports ' 10,108  00 

Amount  of  exports 141,904  00 

Number  of  arrivals  of  vessels  about  2,500 ;  departures  the  same. 

Arrivals  of  foreija^n  vessels  from  foreign  ports 17 

Clearanees  of  foreign  vessels  for  foreign  ports 17 

Arrivals  of  American  vessels  from  forel/^n  ports 12 

Clearances  of  American  vessels  for  foreign  ports 42 

Number  of  vessels  built 3 

Aggregate  tonnage 711 

Abstracts  of  proposals  received  and  contracts  made  during  the  past 
year  are  hereto  appended. 

Money  staienient. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $;45,044  28 

Amouut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

$55,044  28 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 31,  S^H  98 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 925  00 

32,759  98 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 22,284  30 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 6,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .        6, 000  00 
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Abstract  of  proposals  received  May  26,  1877 j  for  improrenieni  of  Penobscot  River,  Maine, 

N.r 


Bidders. 


Gardner  Floyd,  Portland,  Me 

George  W.Townfiend,  Boston, Ma8i> 
Augustus  R.  Wright,  Portland,  Me 


Nature  andlrcation  of     i     g^oe 
work.  I     gj 


Eema^ks. 


)  Kock-excax'ation    in  the     |39  75  I  )  As   in 
5     harbor  of  Bangor,  Me.   '    40  00    >     bod. 


As   measured   in   its 


Dredging  at  Bucksport,  Me 


As  measured    in    tho 
scows. 


Abstract  of  contracts  made  during  the  fiscaVyear  ending  June  30, 1877, /or  the  improvement 

of  Penobscot  River,  Maine. 


Contractors. 

Nature  and  location  of 
work. 

li 

Remarks. 

1877. 
May  29 

June  I 

Gardner  Floyd,  Portland,  Me 

Augostus  R.  Wright,  Portland,  Me 

Rook-excavations    in  the 
harbor  of  Bangor;  140 
onbio  yards,   more    or 
less. 

Dredging   at  Backsporl, 
Me.;  12,000  cubic  yards, 
more  or  less. 

$39  75 
30 

As  measni-ed  in  its 
bed. 

As  measured  in  the 
scows. 

A  4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  BELFAST  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875, 
"  making  appropriations  for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of 
certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  a 
survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  under  my  direction  in  July  and  August, 
1875,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement,  the  report  on  which  accompanies 
my  annual  report,  in  which  the  following  facts  are  stated,  viz: 

1.  That  the  harbor  itself  is  well  protected  from  all  winds  except  those 
from  the  southeast;  and  that  to  render  it  safe  from  these  also  would  re» 
qnire  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  or  breakwaters  between  McGil- 
very^s  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 

2.  That  there  is  a  shoal  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  which  extends 
from  McGilvery's  ship  yard  up  to  the  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  a 
distance  of  about  five-eighths  of  a  mile.  This  shoal  lies  in  front  of  the 
Boston,  Portland,  and  Bangor  steamboat  wharves,  and  in  places  has  but 
6  feet  of  water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  Hhereby  being  a  serious^ob- 
strnction  to  that  part  of  the  harbor. 

3.  That  there  is  an  extensive  sunken  ledge,  which  projects  160  feet 
into  the  harbor  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  having  .over  its  shoalest  part 
but  3.4  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water,  or  13.1  feet  at  ordinary  high- 
water,  the  mean  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides  being  9.7  feet.  This  ledge  is 
about  one- third  of  a  mile  below  the  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  harbor,  and, 
projecting  into  the  harbor,  as  it  does,  it  necessarily  endangers  vessels 
lying  or  moving  near  it. 

To  so  improve  this  harbor  as  to  afford  a  safe  anchorage  for  shipping 
in  all  storms,  and  so  that  it  shall  have  a  suitable  depth  for  the  steamers 
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and  vessels  that  touch  and  lie  there  in  all  stages  of  the  tide,  would  re- 
quire the  following  work  to  be  done,  viz: 

A.  The  construction  of  a  riprap  stone  breakwater  or  breakwaters 
between  McGilvery's  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point.  The  plan  now 
proposed  for  this  work  consists  in  building  one  breakwater  out  from 
McGilvery's  wharf  in  a  direction  nearly  northeast,  for  a  length  of  1,500 
feet,  and  a  second  one  out  from  Patterson's  Point '(on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  harbor)  in  a  direction  nearly  south-southwest  for  a  distance  of  900 
feet,  thereby  leaving  an  entrance  800  feet  in  width.  By  this  arrange- 
ment the  effect  of  the  southeast  gales  would  be  very  limited  in  force  and 
extent,  and  would  be.  felt  on  the  easterly  side  only  of  the  harbor,  which 
is  not  used  for  anchorage-ground.  This  work  would  require  about 
200,000  tons  of  stone,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  (including  engineer- 
ing and.  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $310,000. 

B.  The  excavation  by  dredging  of  the  shoal  between  McGilvery's  ship- 
yard and  the  ledge,  to  a  depth  of  12  fe^t  at  mean  low-water,  which 
would  require  about  115,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  (including  contingencies)  is  $25,000. 

C.  The  removal  of  the  sunken  ledge  in  front  of  Lane's  wharf,  outside 
of  the  proposed  line,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  to  a  depth 
of  7  feet  at  mean  low- water,  which  would  require  the  removal  of  about 
430  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $12,000.  To  excavate 
this  ledge  to  a  greater  depth,  and  over  a  more  extended  area,  would  in- 
volve a  greater  expense  than  would  be  justified  by  the  benefits  gained. 

In  consideration,  also,  of  the  great  cost  of  the  breakwaters  on  the 
plan  proposed,  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  build  only  the  one  ex- 
tending out  from  the  westerly  shore,  the  estimated  cost  of  \vhich  (in- 
cluding engineeripg  and  other  incidental  expenses)  is  $195,000,  but  this 
would  give  only  a  partial  protection  to  the  harbor,  much  better,  how- 
ever, than  none. 

The  extent  to  which  the  commerce  of  the  country  would  be  promoted 
by  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  as  now  proposed,  is  stated  in  the 
accompanying  letter  frOm  the  United  States  deputy  collector  of  customs 
at  that  port. 

RECAPITULATION  OF  ESTIMATES. 

For  breakwater  between  McGilvery's  ship-yard  and  Patterson's  Point $310, 000  00 

For  removal  of  shoal  above  ship-yard 25,000  00 

For  removal  of  sunken  ledge  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  below  mean  low-water,  say      12, 000  00 

Total 347,000  00 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  "  making  appro- 
priations for  the  construction,  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of 
certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,'^  the 
sum  of  $5,000  was  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor. 
Information  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  was  received  in  Department 
letter  of  May  1, 1877,  that  the  expenditure  of  this  amount  had  been 
authorized  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Owing  to  the  small  amount  appro- 
priated it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  apply  it  to  the  partial  removal 
of  the  sunken  ledge  abreast  of  Lane's  wharf,  to  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean 
low-water,  over  so  much  of  its  area  as  the  amount  available  will  allow. 
Proposals  were  invited  for  this  work,  and  in  response  thereto  three  bids 
were  received,  as  stated  in  the  accompanying  abstract  of  the  same,  the 
lowest  of  which  being  that  of  Mr.  James  M.  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
at  $20  per  cubic  yard  as  measured  in  its  bed,  with  whom  a  contract 
has  been  made  for  completing  the  work  on  or  before  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1877. 
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For  completing  the  removal  of  this  ledge  and  the  shoals  below  to  the 
projected  depth  will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of  $30,000, 
which  can  be  profitably  expended  daring  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  following-named  papers  are  hereto  appended,  viz : 

1.  Abstract  pf  proposals  received. 

2.  Abstract  of  contracts  made. 

3.  Copy  of  letter  from  UDited  States  deputy  collector  of  oastoms. 

Money  state^nent 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $5, 000  00 

July  ly  1877,  amount  expended  during  fisot^  year 9  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available , 4,991  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ^42, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  30, 000  00 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  May  26, 1877,/or  ike  improvement  of  Belfast  Harbor ^  Maxne» 


IP; 


Bidders. 


JamM  M.  Andrews,  Biddeford,  Me 
GATdner  Floyd,  Portland,  Me . . . 
Tatar  JSamilton,  PorUaad,  Me  . . 


Nature  and  location  of 
work. 


For  removing  ennken 
ledge  off  Lane'ft  wliarf, 
BeUiMt  Harbor,  Maine. 


It 

2* 


130  00 
36  50 
39  00 


Remarks. 


'  As  measored  in  its 
;    bed. 


Abstract  of  ooniraets  made  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  for  the  improvemmi 

of  Belfast  Harbor,  Maine. 


Bate  of  COB- 
tract. 

Contractor. 

Nature  and  location  of  work. 

I" 

Bemarks. 

Jnne33.18n 

James  M.   Andrews, 
Biddeford.  Me. 

For  removing  sanken  ledge  off  Lane's 
wliarf,  Bel&st  Harbor,  Maine. 

•90  00 

in  its  bed. 

COHMRBCIAL  STATISTICS. 

CusTOM-HousB,  Belfast,  Mb., 

CoUcotor's  Office^  June  12, 1877. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yeaterday  was  daly  reoeived  at  this  office,  and  in  answer  to  yoni 
first  qaestion  I  respectfully  state  tbat  upon  mercbandise  entered  and  landed  at  this 
port,  in  tbe  year  ending  December  31,  1876,  there  were  collected  daties  amounting  to 
^3,015.10.  (Daties  collected  on  goods  landed  at  other  porte  in  this  district  are  not  in- 
cloded  in  this  statement.) 

In  answer  to  yonr  second  inqniiy.  I  will  say  that  oar  export  records  show  bat  $3,008 
in  Talae  exported  from  this  port  m  1876 ;  oar  imports,  in  value,  for  the  same  time, 
being  1^8,158.14 ;  our  imports  consisted  principally  ot  gypsum  and  molasses,  being 
1,&40  tons  of  gypsom  and  117,755' gallons  of  molasses. 

In  answer  to  your  third  and  last  inqairy,  I  mast  say  that  but  two  vessels  were  built 
at  this  port  in  1876,  aggregating  2,131.64  tons.  That,  however,  from  certain  causes, 
was  not  the  usnal  amount  of  ship-building  annually  done  here. 

There  were,  in  1^6, 16  foreign  arrivals  to  this  port,  and  the  same  number  of  foreign 
clearances. 

We  have  no  data  at  this  office  from  which  to  give  the  number  of  coastwise  arrivals, 
as  the  most  of  our  coasting-trade  is  such  as  requires  no  report  to  be  made  here  of  arri- 
vals or  clearances,  but  parties  who  are  engaged  largely  in  that  business  estimate  from 
6  to  10  arrivals  daily  through  the  most  of  the  year. 
Very  respectfully, 

Marshall  Davis, 

Special  D^uty  Collector, 
General  Gkorgb  Thom, 

Corps  of  Engineers  U,  S.  A. 
11  B 
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As. 

IMPROVEMEI^T  OF  THE  KENNEBEC  RIVER,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  viz  : 

By  act  approvedJane  23, 1866 $20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  2,  1867 30,000  00 

Allotted  nuder  act  approved  AprillO,  1869 15,000  00 

By  act  approved  July  11,  1870 15,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871 15,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 8,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 12,000  00 

By  act  approved  Jane  23, 1874 12, 000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 15,000  00 

Total 142,000  00 

All  the  improvements  projected  for  this  river  above  Richmond,  Me., 
were  completed  prior  to  June  30, 1874,  as  described  in  my  annual  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  that  date,  whereby  a  safe  and  unobstructed 
channel  not  less  than  100  feet  in  width  and  10  feet  in  depth  at  mean 
low-water,  or  15^  feet  at  mean  high-water  in  its  low  summer  stages, 
had  been  completed  from. Richmond  up  to  Gardiner,  a  distance  of  11 
miles ;  and  thence  to  Augusta,  a  distance  of  7  miles,  a  channel  100  feet 
in  width  and  not  less  than  6^  feet  in  depth  at  low-water,  or  11  feet  at 
high-water,  in  its  lowest  summer  stages.  This  improvement  included 
the  removal  of  a  very  dangerous  ledge  known  as  Kehumkeg  Rock  (be- 
tween Richmond  and  Gardiner)  to  a  depth  of  12  feet  below  mean  low- 
water  ;  and,  below  Richmond,  Half-Tide  Rock  and  three  other  sunken 
ledges  have  been  removed  from  the  channel  at  "The  Narrows,''  whereby 
all  the  work  contemplated  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  has  been 
completed  with  the  exception  of  the  removal  of  Dry  Rock  in  "  The 
Narrows." 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1876,  a  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Isaac  Hamil- 
ton, of  Portland,  Me.,  the  lowest  of  five  bidders,  for  removing  Dry  Rock 
(containing  about  1,775  cubic  yards)  at  $15  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured 
in  its  bed,  so  as  to  have  over  it  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low- water. 
Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  on  the  2d  of  June,  1875,  and 
was  continued  up  to  the  20th  of  November,  1875,  (when  it  was  sus- 
pended on  account  of  freshets  and  ice,)  and  again  resumed  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1876,  and  continued  up  to  the  8th  of  November,  1876,  when  about 
1,100  cubic  yards  had  been'removed.  It  was  then  again  suspended  for 
the  winter  on  account  of  freshets  and  ice,  and  was  resumed  on  the  30th 
of  May,  1877.  Up  to  July  1, 1877,  about  1,230  cubic  yards  were  removed 
to  the  required  depth,  leaving  only  645  cubic  yards  to  be  removed.  This 
work  will  probably  be  completed  not  later  than  the  1st  of  October,  1877. 

The  funds  now  available  are  sufficient  for  completing  this,  the  only 
remaining  work  to  be  done,  so  that  no  further  appropriations  will  be 
needed. 

Tbeee  improveiuents,  as  above  desciibed,  are  located  in  the  collection-district  of 
Batb,  Me.,  in  whicb  Bath  (30  miles  below  Augusta)  is  the  only  port  of  entry. 

Fort  Popbam  is  at  the  mouth  of  Kennebec  River,  about  45  miles  below  Augusta,  and 
the  United  Slates  "  Kennebec  Arsenal"  is  located  at  Augusta. 

Seguin  and  Pond  Inland  light-houses  are  near  the  mouth  of  Kennebec  River. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of 
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the  port  of  Batb,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1876,  has  been  fur- 
nished by  the  United  States  collector  of  castoms  at  that  port: 

Amount  of  revenue  collected S15,636  57 

Value  of  exports $155,767  00 

Value  of  imports $39,948  00 

Arrivals  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports 10 

Arrivals  of  vessels  coastwise 2,512 

Departures  of  vessels  for  foreign  ports , 19 

Departures  of  vessels  coastwise 2,546 

Number  of  vessels  built  in  the  district 46 

Aggregate  tonnage  of  same ••• ..  31,923  67 

Money  statemenL 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $27,815  33 

Julyly  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $11,125  77 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 7.200  00 

18,325  77 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,489  56 


A  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  PORTLAND  HARBOR,  MAINE. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz  : 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1866 $105,111  05 

By  act  approved  July  11,1870 ■....  10,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1871 40,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872 45,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873....^ 50,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 20,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 20, 000  00 

Total 290,111  05 

Amount  expended  up  to  July  1,  1^76 $245,542  07 

Amount  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877.      1, 638  88 

247,160  95 

Amount  available  July  1, 1877 42,930  10 

Up  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1876,  the  following  work  had  been  done  for  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz: 

1.  The  breakwater  extended  for  a  length  of  217  feet,  and  a  granite 
pier  built  at  its  outer  extremity,  and  950  linear  feet  of  capping  placed 
upon  the  breakwater,  in  completion  of  same. 

2.  A  channel  dredged  through  the  Middle  Ground  Bar  to  a  width  of 
500  feet  and  to  a  depth  of  21  to  22  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or  31  feet  at 
ordinary  high-water. 

3.  A  channel  dredged  through  the  "  spit"  in  front  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  wharves  to  a  width  of  100  feet  at  its  inner  end  and  200  feet  at 
its  outer  end,  and  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

4.  A  channel  dredged  in  Back  Bay  from  Tukey's  bridge  up  to  the 
^'stone-shed  wharves"  to  a  width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  8  feet  at 
mean  low- water. 

5.  A  sunken  wreck  removed  from  the  main  ship-channel  between 
Forts  Preble  and  Scammel. 

6.  The  foundation  of  the  oldest  portion  of  the  breakwater  repaired 
throughout  its  whole  extent  where  necessary. 
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7.  All  the  projected  dredging  in  front  of  the  Grand  Trank  Railway 
wharves  has  been  completed  to  a  depth  of  20  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
and  all  that  in  front  of  the  harbor-commissioners'  line,  from  Atlantic 
wharf  up  to  Merrill's  wharf,  to  a  depth  of  about  16  feet  at  mean  low- 
water.  . 

§.  Deepening  the  dock  at  Gustom-Hotise  wharf  by  2,932  cubic  yards  of 
dredging,  the  same  having  been  authorized  by  the  Department  upon 
the  request  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

All  the  work  that  has  been  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this 
harbor  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  dredging  outside 
the  harbor-commissioners'  line  above  Merrill's  wharf,  for  the  completion 
of  which  the  funds  now  available  are  sufidcient,  so  that  no  further  appro- 
priation is  needed  for  this  harbor. 

In  regard  to  the  dredging  that  remains  to  be  done  above  Merrill's 
wharf  outside  the  harbor-commissioners'  line,  it  has  been  decided  to 
defer  the  work  until  Brown's,  Boston  and  Maine,  (formerly  Smith's,) 
Hobson's,  and  other  wharves  which  project  beyond  the  harbor-<H>mmis- 
sioners'  line  shall  have  been  cut  off  up  to  that  line,  for  the  reason  that 
this  w^ork  of  improving  the  harbor  in  front  of  that  line  was  initiated  and 
recommended,  and  all  the  appropriations  made  therefor  in  1873,  1874, 
and  1875,  aggregating  $90,000,  have  been  asked  for  with  the  under- 
standing that  those  projecting  wharves  should  first  be  removed  in  order 
to  make  the  contemplated  improvement  effective  and  lasting;  for  so  long 
as  those  wharves  are  permitted  to  project  outside  the  harbor-commis- 
sioners' line,  so  long  will  the  eddies  and  shoals  continue  to  exist  above 
and  below  those  wharves. 

The  above-described  works  are  situated  in  the  colleotioD-district  of  Portland  and 
Falmouth,  Me. 

The  following  information,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of 
the  port  of  Portland  and  Falmouth  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1876,  has  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at 
that  port: 

Amount  of  revenue  collected $321,994  49 

Amount  of  imports 14,963,745  00 

Amount  of  exports 18,162,505  00 

Number.         Tons.  Crew. 

Arrivals  of  vessels 1,089        815,126        18,658 

Clearances  of  vessels 1,184       893,999       20,028 

Number  of  vessels  built  in  tbe  district , 20 

Aggregate  tonnage  of  same , 9,590 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ,.    |44,568  98 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,638  88 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 42,930  10 


A  7. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  RICHMOND'S  ISLIND,  MAINE. 

This  work  consists  in  making  a  harbor  of  refuge  by  means  of  a  stone 
breakwater  connecting  the  island  with  the  main  land,  the  length  of  the 
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breakwater  to  be  aboat  2,000  feet,  with  an  average  thickDess  of  30  feet 
and  a  height  of  13  feet  above  mean  low-water. 

In  my  report  to  the  Department,  dated  May  10, 1867,  the  following 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  this  breakwater  was  submitted : 

68.000  tons  of  rubble-stone,  at  $1.^ J85,000  00 

Aading  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 8,500  00 

Total 93,500  00 

A  capping  for  this  work  was  not  then  estimated  for,  on  account  of 
the  great  increase  of  cost,  but,  as  then  stated,  should  it  hereafter  be 
found  necessary  in  order  to  resist  the  action  of  the  sea,  which  is  not 
probable,  it  can  then  be  added. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress  for  thia 
work,  viz: 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872 $20,000  0(V 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 60,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 15,000  00 

Total 95,000  00 

Under  these  appropriations  five  separate  contracts  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  (as  specified  in  the  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1876)  for  furnishing  stone  for  this  breakwater,  by 
which  58,000  tons  have  been  furnished  and  placed  upon  the  work.  To 
finish  it  as  originally  pi:ojected  will  require  about  10,000  tons  more,  the 
estimated  cost  of  which,  including  contingencies,  is  $15,000,  thereby 
making  the  total  cost  of  the  work  completed  $110,000,  which  is  $16,500 
in  excess  of  the  original  estimate.  This  excess  is  owing  to  the  greater 
cost  of  the  stone  than  was  originally  estimated,  the  quantity  being  the 
same. 

Money  statement. 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ^ $15, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prodtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lt^9.     15, 000  00 


A  8. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  KENNEBUNK  RIVER,  MAINE. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11,  1870,  the  sum  of  $5,000  was 
appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  this  river.  No  report  or  estimate 
had  previously  been  made  upon  which  this  appropriation  was  based. 
But  an  investigation  showed,  as  stated  in  my  report  to  the  Department 
dated  August  16,  1870,  that  about  seventeen  years  previously  stone 
piers  had  been  built  on  each  side  of  the  river,  at  its  mouth,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  course  and  depth  of  the  channel  at  the 
entrance  into  the  river;  that  on  the  outer  end  of  the  eastern  pier  a 
wooden  light-house  had  been  built,  and  was  afterward  destroyed  by 
storms ;  and  that  a  wharf  had  been  built  on  the  left  (eastern)  shore  of 
the  river  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth  for  the  security  of 
vessels  while  awaiting  tides  and  storms.  It  was  also  ascertained  that 
the  wings  or  returns  connecting  these  stone  piers  with  the  banks, 
"Which  were  built  of  timber,  had  been  destroyed  by  storms,  and  that 
the  Government  wharf  was  also  much  in  want  of  repairs,  but  that  the 
most  necessary  work  to  be  done  under  the  appropriation  was  the 
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TeDuiiaiDg  or  tne  eastern  wing  witti  stone,  so  as  tx)  prevent;  tue  now  ot 
sand  from  the  outside  into  the  channel  of  the  river.  This  wing  was 
<3ompleted  December  15, 1870,  for  a  length  of  168  feet  under  a  contract 
made  October  12,  1870,  with  Messrs.  Albert  Blaisdell  and  Joseph  S. 
Bailey,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for  the  sum  of  $21.35  per  linear  foot.  Under 
the  same  appropriation  some  repairs  were  made  on  the  main  eastern 
pier  as  well  as  upon  the  Government  wharf. 

With  a  view  to  repairing  the  western  stone  pier  and  rebuilding  with 
«tone  the  wing  connecting  it  with  the  shore,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
was  $5,000,  an  additional  appropriation  was  made  therefor  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3, 1871.  Under  this  appropriation  the  west- 
ern wing  was  completed  in  August,  1871,  for  a  length  of  166J  feet, 
under  a  contract  made  May  5,  1871,  with  Mr.  Charles  H.  Bragdon,  of 
Biddeford,  Me.,  for  $18.62  per  linear  foot  Under  the  same  appropri- 
ation, the  much-needed  repairs  were  made,  with  hired  labor,  upon  both 
stone  piers  and  upon  the  Government  wharf  above,  which  were  entirely 
completed  in  August,  1872,  whereby  the  appropriations  for  this  river 
were  exhausted. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  a  survey  of  this  river 
was  called  for,  with  a  view  to  its  further  improvement.  A  report  on 
this  survey,  dated  December  2, 1874,  accompanied  my  annual  report  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1875,  in  which  an  estimate  of  $5,000  was  sub- 
mitted for  the  improvement  of  this  river  from  its  mouth  up  to  the  draw- 
bridge at  Kennebunkport,  a  distance  of  1|  miles,  for  items  as  follows, 
viz: 

1.  Bemoval  of  4,200  cnbic  yards  of  mud  and  clay  at  MitcheU's  Point,  at  75 

cents  per  cnbic  yard $3,150  00 

2.  Bemoval  of  1,300  cnbic  yards  of  sand,  sods,  and  logs  at  the  ''  Wading 

Place,"  at  fl  per  cubic  yard 1,300  00 

Contingencies,  say 550  00 

Total 5,000  00 

By  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876,  the  sum  of  $5,000 
was  appropriated  for  this  work,  which  became  available  therefor  under 
authority  contained  In  Department  letter  of  May  1, 1877.  Proposals 
were  at  once  invited  ior  the  projected  dredging  in  this  river,  in  response 
to  which  two  bids  were  received,  as  stated  in  the  accompanying  abstract 
of  same,  and  a  contract  was  made  with  Messrs.  George  C.  Fobes.& 
Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  the  lowest  bidder,  at  50  cents  per  cubic  yard,  the 
same  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  30th  of  September,  1877. 

This  river  lies  within  the  collection-district  of  Eennebunk,  of  which  Eennebnuk  is 
the  Dort  of  entrv. 
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Abairaei  o/propoBaU  reonved  May  26, 1877, /or  improvement  of  Kennebunic  River ,  Maine. 


d 

Bidden. 

Natare  and  location  of  work. 

1. 
11 

BemarkB. 

1 
9 

Georj^  G.  Fobes  &,  Co., 

PortUnd,M©. 
AiiKastas  R.  Wright, 

Portland,  Me. 

1  Dredging  at  Wading  Plaee  and  Mitcbeirs  j 
'  Point  Sboal,  5,000  oubio  yards,  more  or  leas.  { 

$0  50 
60 

)  As  meaanred 
C  intbeaoowa. 

Aheiraci  ofeontraeU  made  during  (he  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, /or  the  improvement 

of  Kennehunk  Biver,  Maine. 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 

Contractors. 

;« 

Remarks. 

Jnne    7,1877 

George  C.  Fobes  Sl  Co., 
Portland,  Me. 

Dredging  at  Wading  Place  and  Mitcb. 
ell's  Point  Sboal,  5,000  cnbio  yarda, 
more  or  less. 

10  50 

As    measured 
in  tbe  scows. 

A  9. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  COCHECO  RIVER,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

This  river,  in  its  lowest  sammer  stage,  is  navigable  with  6  feet  of  water 
at  mean  low-water,  or  13^  feet  at  ordinary  high-water  from  the  harbor 
of  Portsmouth,  ]S".  H.,  up  to  the  Lower  Narrows,  which  place  is  about  10 
miles  above  Portsmouth,  and  1^  miles  below  the  bridge  at  the  head  of 
navigation  in  Dover,  N.  H.  At  the  Lower  Narrows  and  above,  its  nav- 
igation has  hitherto  been  much  obstructed  by  ledges,  bowlders,  and 
shoals,  having  only  from  six  iuches  to  2  feet  of  water  over  them  at  mean 
low-water.  The  average  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  is  6y^^  feet  at  the  Lower 
Narrows,  and  less  above. 

The  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  consists  in  making  a 
channel  not  less  than  40  feet  in  width  and  4  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low- 
water,  from  the  foot  of  the  Lower  Narrows  np  to  the  Packet  Landing, 
the  total  estimated  cost  of  which,  as  now  revised,  is  $90,000. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  therefor  by  Congress, 
viz: 

By  act  approved  Marcli  3, 1871 $10,000  00 

By  act  approved  Jnne  10, 1872 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 * 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23,  1674 10,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 25,000  00 

By  act  approved  August  14, 1876 14,000  00 

Total 79.000  00 

Under  these  several  appropriations,  contracts  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time  as  specified  in  my  last  annual  report,  whereby  the  follow- 
ing progress  has  been  made  up  to  this  date,  viz : 

1.  The  channel  has  been  opened  through  the  ledge  at  the  Upper  Nar- 
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rows,  for  a  length  of  430  feet,  and  to  a  width  of  40  feet,  and  a  depth  of 
4  feet  at  mean  low- water,  requiring  1,255  cubic  yards  of  rock  excava- 
tion. 

2.  The  channel  has  been  opened  through  the  ledge  and  shoal  next 
above  the  Upper  Narrows,  for  a  length  of  260  leet,  and  to  a  width  of 
40  feet,  and  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  mean  low-water,  requiring  1,108  cubic 
yards  of  excavation  of  ledge,  bowlders,  clay,  &c. 

3.  The  channel  has  been  opened  by  dredging  from  Gulf  Shoal  up  to 
the  Packet  Landing,  in  places  where  necessary,  to  the  same  width  and 
depth  as  at  the  Upper  Narrows,  requiring  7,108  cubic  yards  of  dredg- 
ing for  its  accomplishment. 

4.  Thid  channel  has  been  nearly  completed  at  and  near  the  Lower 
Narrows,  by  the  removal  of  about  600  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge 
and  bowlders;  and  numerous  scattered  bowlders  which  were  dangerous 
obstructions  to  navigation  have  been  removed  from  the  channel  at 
Trickey's  Shoal,  and  Clement's  Point  Shoal  above ;  a  portion  of  which 
have  been  removed  during  the  past  year,  by  employing  a  submarine 
party  provided  with  vessel  and  crew,  steam-drill,  and  hoisting  ma- 
chinery. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $14,000,  made  by  the  river  and  harbor 
act  of  August  14, 1876,  proposals  were  invited  for  doing  all  the  dredg- 
ing now  required  for  completing  the  projected  basin  at  the  Packet 
Landing,  as  well  as  for  dredging  at  Glement's  Point  Shoal,  and  below. 
A  contract  for  this  work  was  made  June  12, 1877,  with  the  Atlantic 
Dredging  Company  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the  lowest  of  three  bidders,  at 
49  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  its  bed,  for  the  dredging  near 
Packet  Landing;  and  at  97  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the 
scows,  for  the  dredging  at  Clement's  Point  Shoal,  and  below.  The 
same  to  be  completed  on  or  before  September  30,  1877. 

Operations  haye  been  commenced  under  this  contract,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  will  be  completed  within  the  time  called  for. 

All  the  work  now  projected  for  this  river  has  been  provided  for  and 
taken  in  hand,  with  the  exception  of  the  excavation  of  a  channel 
through  the  ledge  at  Gulf  Shoal,  next  below  the  Upper  Narrows,  which 
is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  effect^ual  and  permanent  improvement 
of  this  river,  as  well  as  to  give  to  the  work  already  done  its  full  value. 

This  shoal  is  160  feet  in  width,  and  wiU  reqoire  the  excavation  of  aboat  500 
cnbio  yards  of  ledfi^e,  bowlders,  &c.,  the  estimated  cost  of  which,  at  |20  per  cnbic 

yard,  is $10,000  00 

Adding  f<w  contingencies,  say 1,000  00 

Total 11,000  00 

Which  is  the  additional  amount  now  required  for  completing  all  the 
work  necessary  for  the  improvement  of  the  river. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
commerce  on  this  river,  but  to  no  purpose.  It  has,  however,  greatly 
increased  during  the  last  two  years,  owing  to  the  improvements  already 
made  in  its  navigation;  and  arrangements  are  being  perfected  for  a 
much  greater  increase  of  it,  by  the  building  of  new  wharves  and  store- 
houses, with  a  view  to  direct  importation  of  coal,  lime,  and  other 
articles,  which  have  hitherto  been  brought  up  in  limited  quantity,  on 
barges,  on  which  they  were  transshipped  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Abstracts  of  proposals  received  and  contracts  made  during  the  past 
year  are  hereto  appended. 
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Money  statement 

Jnly  1,1876,  amonnt  available $2,881  56 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approyed  August  14,  1876 14,000  00 

$16,881  56 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5, 046  26 

Jnly  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 607  22 

5,653  48 

Jnly  1, 1877, amonnt  available 11,228  08 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jn ne  30, 1879 .      11, 000  00 


Abatract  of  propoaalt  received  May  26, 1877,  for  dredging  in  Coeheoo  Biver.  New  Hampshire 


II 

1 

Bidders. 

Location  and  nature  of  work. 

1 
g 

Bemarks. 

1 
s 
a 

Atlantio  Dredging  Com- 
pany, of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

George  C.  Pobes  Sc  Co.,  of 
Portland,  Me. 

An^atos  R.  Wright,  of 
Portland,  Me. 

DBBDoma. 

Near  Packet  Landing,  10,000  onbic 

yards,  more  or  less. 
Clement's  Point  Shoal  and  below, 

2,000  onbio  yards,  more  or  less. 
Near  Packet  Landing,  10,000  cabic 

yards,  more  or  less. 
Clement's  Point  Shoal  and  below, 

2,000  cable  yards,  more  or  less. 
Near  Packet  Landing,  10.000  cable 

yards,  more  or  less. 
Clement's  Point  Shoal  and  below, 

2,000  cnblo  yards,  more  or  less. 

10  40 

97 

54 

1  75 

00 

250 

As  measared  in  the  bed. 
As  measared  in  the  scows. 

As  measared  in  the  scows. 

Abstract  of  contracts  made  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1077 j  for  the  improvement 
of  Cockeco  Biver,  New  Hampshire, 


P 


Contractor. 


Nature  and  location  of  work. 


II 


Bemarks. 


1877. 
Jane 19 


Atlantio  Dredging  Com- 
pany, of  Brooklyn,  N.  T. 


Above  the  *'  Oolf."  near  Packet 
Landing,  10,000  eabio  yards, 
more  or  less. 

Beiouf  the  "  Oalf "  at  Clem- 
ent's Point  Shoal  and  below, 
2,000  cabic  yards,  more  or 


10  4d 


As  measared  in  the  bed. 
As  measared  in  the  scows. 


A  lo. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  MERRIMAC  RIVER,  INCLUDING  THE  HARBOR  OF  NEW- 
BURYPORT,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  project  adopted  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  oonsists  iu 
deepening  its  shoals  by  dredging  and  in  removing  sanken  rocks  from 
its  channel,  so  that  it  shall  have  a  depth  of  12  feet  at  ordinary  high- 
water,  from  its  month  in  Newbnryport  Harbor,  Massachnsetts,  up  to 
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Haverbill,  (a  distance  of  15  miles  ;)  and  tbence  for  a  distance  of  about 
4  miles  up  through  <^  the  falls  "  a  depth  of  4  feet  in  the  ordinary  stages  of 
the  river :  and  for  the  improvement  of  Newburyport  Harbor,  in  the  re- 
moval of  i^orth  and  tSouth  Gangeway  Eocks  to  a  depth  of  9  feet  at  mean 
low- water,  the  removal  of  "The  Boilers"  (sunken  rocks  near  the  city 
wharves)  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  at  mean  low- water,  and  the  removal  of  a 
sunken  wreck. 

The  total  estimated  cost  of  all  the  work  necessary  for  these  improve- 
"ments  was  $147,000,  as  specified  in  my  last  annual  report,  for  which 
the  following  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress,  viz : 

By  act  of  Jaly  11, 1870,  for  improyement  of  Merrimac  Biyer,  Massaohu- 
setts $25,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 1871,  for  improyement  of  Merrimac  Riyer  aboye  Hay- 
erhill,  Mass 25,000  00 

By  act  of  Jane  10, 1872,  for  improyement  of  Merrimac  Riyer  above  Hay- 
erhill,  Mass 25,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 187^,  for  improyement  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachu- 
setts       25,000  00 

By  act  of  Jane  23, 1874,  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  Merrimac 
Riyer,  Massachusetts 10,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  improvement  of  Merrimac  River,  Massachu- 
setts       12,000  00 

Total 122,000  00 

The  amount  that  had  been  expended  up  to  July  1, 1876,  for  improying 
thisrivier  and  harbor  was 111,539  46 

Leaving  then  available  the  sum  of 10,460  54 

At  that  date  the  following  work  had  been  accomplished,  to  wit : 

1.  For  the  improvement  op  newburyport  harbor. 

The  main  (Sonth)  Gangeway  Bock  broken  np  and  removed  to  a  depth 
of  9  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  a  commencement  made  npon  the  re- 
moval of  N'orth  Gangeway  Rock,  and  the  wreck  of  the  schooner  Globe 
also  broken  np  and  removed,  leaving  yet  to  be  done  the  removal  of 
North  Gangeway  Bock  and  "  The  Boilers." 

2.  For  the  improvement  of  the  river  above  newburyport. 

The  channel  completed  at  Hazeltine  Bapids,  Lower  Falls,  and  Upper 
Falls,  (above  Haverhill,  Mass.,)  so  as  to  be  navigable  through  the  falls, 
for  a  depth  of  4  feet,  in  all  stages  of  the  river,  except  in  an  anusually 
low  stage,  resulting  from  shutting  off  the  water  at  the  Lawrence  mills  on 
Sundays  and  at  night. 

Shoals  dredged  and  sunken  bowlders  removed  from  the  channel  at 
and  near  Bock's  Bridge,  (6^  miles  below  Haverhill,)  including  Little 
Currier  Bock  above  and  Petty  Bock  below  the  bridge,  greatly  improv- 
ing this  the  most  dangerous  part  of  the  river  below  Haverhill ;  some 
process  had  also  been  made  in  the  dredging  for  the  improvement  of 
Ourrier's  Shoal,  (about  5  miles  below  Haverhill.)  In  addition  to  the 
above,  the  following  work  has  been  done  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river  since  the  1st  of  July,  1876,  viz  : 

The  channel  has  been  opened  by  dredging  for  a  width  of  100  feet,  to 
the  projected  depth,  (viz,  12  feet  at  ordinary  high-water,)  at  Currier's 
Shoal,  (distant  about  5  miles  below  Haverhill,)  under  a  contract  with 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me. ;  also  to  the  same  depth 
and  for  a  width  of  75  feet  at  the  shoals  near  the  head  and  foot  of  Sils- 
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by's  Island,  from  1  to  2  miles  below  Haverhill.  The  shoal  between  the 
two  bridges  at  Haverhill  has  also  been  improved  by  dredging  so  as  to 
have  a  channel  10  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  high-water,  and  nomeroos 
large  bowlders  have  been  removed  from  the  channel  at  and  near  the 
falls  above  Haverhill. 

The  operations  in  this  river  were  continued  until  the  last  of  October, 
when  they  were  suspended  for  the  winter  on  account  of  freshets  and 
ice. 

The  only  work  that  remains  to  be  done  for  the  improvement  of  this 
river  above  Newburyport  Harbor,  as  now  projected,  consists  of  the 
removal  of  some  sunken  rocks  which  obstruct  the  channel  near  the 
head  of  Silsby's  Island.  This  can  be  done  with  the  unexpended  balance 
of  the  appropriation  of  Maroli  3, 1875,  now  available  therefor ;  and 
arrangements  will  be  made  to  complete  it  at  an  early  day,  not  later  than 
the  1st  of  September  next,  by  employing  a  submarine  party,  together 
with  a  vessel  and  crew,  provided  with  suitable  machinery,  at  a  cost  not 
to  exceed  $45  per  day. 

The  following  is  the  estimated  coat  of  the  completion  of  the  work  now 
projected  for  the  improvement  of  iN'ewburyport  Harbor,  to  wit: 

1.  Completing  the  removal  of  North  Gaogeway  Rook  to  a  depth  of  9  feet 

below  mean  low-water — say,  360  cubic  yards,  at  $40  per  cnbic  vard $14, 400  00 

2.  For  breaking  ap  and  removing  <*  The  Boilers  "  to  a  depth  of  5  feet  at 

mean  low- water—say ,  352  cnbic  yards,  at  $25  per  cnbic  yard 8, 800  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 1,800  00 

Total 25,000  00 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
the  port  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876, 
has  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  that 
place,  viz : 

Amount  of  revenue  collected $91,649 

Yalne  of  exports 79,032 

Value  of  imports 201,342 

Number  of  vessels  entered  from  foreign  ports 32 

Number  of  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports 33 

Number  of  vessels  entered  from  domestic  ports 442 

Number  of  vessels  cleared  for  domestic  ports 376 

Number  of  vessels  built  during  the  year 3 

The  aggregate  tonnage  of  which  was 3,069.4 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1,1876,  amount  available $10,460  54 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9,209  44 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available.^ 1,251  10 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    25, 000  00 


A  II.  • 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  SALEM  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  act  of  Googress  approved  Jane  10, 1872,  <' making  appropriations 
for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain  public  works  on 
rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  other  purposes,"  provided  for  a  survey  of  this 
harbor  with  a  view  to  its  improvement.  A  survey  of  it,  made  in  August 
and  September,  1872,  under  my  direction,  showed  that  the  following 
works  were  necessary,  viz : 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


172         REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

1.  The  excavation  by  dredging  of  a  channel  1,730  feet  loDg,  300  feet 
wide,  and  8  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  (giving  17.3  feet  at  mean  high- 
water,)  from  deep  water  in  to  the  entrance  of  South  River.  The  estimated 
cost  of  which  was  as  follows,  viz: 

(a)  ExcavatiDg  36,000  cabic  yards  of  mud,  at  50  cents $18, 000  00 

(b)  Excavating  12,000  cubic  yards  of  hard  clay,  at  90  cents 10, 800  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 3,200  00 

Total 32,000  00 

2.  For  constrncting  a  sea-wall  and  breakwater  for  the  proteetion  and  pres- 
ervation of  Lfong  Point,  as  per  estimate  given  in  annual  report  of  1873.    23, 000  00 

Total 55,000  00 

Upon  the  above  estimates  appropriati<ios  have  been  made  by  Congress 
as  follows,  viz : 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 $15,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 , 10,000  00 

Total 25,000  00 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March'3, 1873,  a  contract  was  made  with 
Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  for  dredging,  at  44  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  by  which  the  channel  was  opened 
to  the  projected  length  and  depth  for  a  width  of  160  feet. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23, 1874,  a  contract  was  made  Sep- 
tember 6, 1874,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  the 
lowest  of  four  bidders,  for  completing  all  the  projected  dredging  at  this 
place,  at  the  following  prices,  viz: 

(1.)  Stifi  clay  intermixed  with  bowlders,  at  35  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in 
the  scows;  and 
(2.)  Soft  mud,  at  20  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows. 

Work  was  commenced  under  this  contract  December  9, 1874,  and  was 
completed  April  20,  1875,  resulting  in  the  dredging  of  1,945  cubic  yards 
of  clay  and  bowlders,  and  41,558  cubic  yards  of  mud;  altogether,  43,503 
cubic  yards,  whereby  the  channel  was  completed  to  a  width  of  300  feet 
as  originally  projected. 

From  a  recent  examination  of  the  condition  of  Long  Point  it  appears 
that  the  portion  of  it  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  which  a  sea- 
wall and  breakwater  was  projected  and  for  which  estimates  have  hitherto 
l^en  submitted,  no  longer  exists,  having  been  washed  away  by  storms, 
and  that  other  works  have  been  recently  commenced  by  private  parties 
upon  that  point,  of  such  a  character  as  to  render  unnecessary  any  further 
work  on  the  part  of  the  United  States;  so  that  no  additional  appropria- 
tion is  now  asked  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of 
the  port  of  Salem  and  Beverly  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1876,^ 
has  been  furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  that 
port: 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  was : 

Duties  on  imports $17,161  51 

Tonnage  tax • 601  Oa 

Marine-hospital  tax , 258  27 

Total ....17,920  78 

Value  of  imports 46,974  00 

Value  of  exports 78,210  Oo 

The  number  of  vessels,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  airiviug  and  leaving  the  port  dur- 
ing the  same  period  was  1,221. 
No  vessels  other  than  yachts  were  built  In  1876. 
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A   12. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  BOSTON  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  works  projected  and  commenced  prior  to  1866  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Boston  Harbor  consisted  of  the  sea-walls  on  Deer  Island,  Lov- 
elPs  Island,  and  Great  Brewster  Inland.  Those  on  Deer  Island  were 
commenced  in  1827,  and  were  completed,  as  partially  rebuilt  in  1869 ; 
those  on  LovelPs  Island  were  commenced  in  1843,  and  completed  in  1869, 
and  that  on  Great  Brewster  Island  was  commenced  in  1849  and  com- 
pleted in  1869. 

On  referring  to  the  annual  reports  from  1866  to  1870,  it  appears  that 
up  to  1870  there  had  been  expended  upon  the  Great  Brewster  sea-wall 
the  sum  of  $277,082.55,  and  for  those  upon  Deer  and  Lovell's  Islands  the 
sum  of  $133,420.24,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations  made  prior  to  1866. 
These  sea-walls,  which  had  been  under  the  charge  of  Col.  H.  W.  Benham, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  since  1865,  were  transferred  to  the  charge  of  Lieut* 
Ool.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  April,  1873. 

In  1866,  new  works  for  the  further  improvement  of  this  harbor  were 
planned  by  the  Board  6f  Harbor  Commissioners,  organized  by  the  legis- 
lature  of  Massachusetts,  and  estimates  therefor  were  submitted  by  them 
as  follows,  viz : 

For  the^  improvemeDt  of  the  channel  acroes  tb«  Upper  Middle  Bar,  by 
dredjring  a  ohannel  93  feet  deep  at  mean  low-wi^r  and  1^000  fieet  widei 
at  a  totAl  estimated  cost  of $157,065  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the  Narrows,  by  dredgine  off  the 
southwest  point  of  LotoII's  Island  and  the  extremity  of  Great  Brewster 
Spit,  so  as  to  widen  the  channel  to  685  feet,  at  23  feet  depth  of  water,  at 
a  total  estimated  cost  of 188,805  00 

For  the  improvement  of  the  ohannel  at  the  Narrows  by  the  removal  by 
blasting  of  Tower  Rook  and  Corwin  Rock,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 20, 000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  north  head  of  Long  Island,  by  the  constme- 

tionof  a  seawall,  at  an  estimated  eost  of 150,000  00 

For  the  preservation  of  the  north  end  of  OaUop's  XaUndy  by  the  oonstriw- 
tion  of  asea-wally  at  an  estimated  cost  of 103,585  63 

For  the  preservation  of  Point  Allerton,  by  the  construction  of  a  sea-wall, 
at  an  estimated  cost  of 70,991  87 

Total 690,467  50 

An  appropriation  based  upon  these  estimates  having  been  made  by 
Congress  in  March,  1867,  the  late  Lieut.  Col.  John  6.  Foster,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  was  assigned  to  the  charge  of  those  works  in  May,  1867,  and 
they  continued  under  his  charge  until  May,  1871,  when  they  were  trans- 
ferred to  Lieut  Col.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

For  the  several  works  projected,  as  above,  in  1866,  the  following  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  by  Congress  to  date,  viz : 

By  act  of  liarch  2, 1867,  for  preaeryation  and  improvement  of  Boston 

Harbor,  Massachusetts $375,000  00 

Allotted  under  act  of  July  25, 1868 43,000  00 

AUotted  under  act  of  April  10, 1869 82,170  00 

By  act  of  July  11, 1870,  for  preservation  and  improvement  of  Boston 

Harbor,  Massachusetts 100,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 1871,  for  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Massachn- 

setto „ 100,000  00 

By  act  of  June  10, 1872,  for  fte  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Maasa- 
ohnsetts 100,000  00 

By  act  of  March  3, 1873,  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Massa- 
chusetts, including  Deer  and  Lovell's  Islands 150, 000  00 

By  act  of  Jnne  23,  1874,  for  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
BostOD,  Massachusetts 100  000  00 
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By  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Massa- 
chmetts,  $100,000,  providing  that  of  said  amount  $10,000  may  be  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  Hin^bam  Harbor,  Massachusetts $90,000  00 

By  act  of  August  14,  1876,  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor,  Massa- 
chusetts         50,000  00 

Total 1,190,170  00 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  of  each  of  the  works,  completed  and 
nncompleted,  that  have  hitherto  been  projected  for  the  improvement  of 
this  harbor,  viz : 

1. — SEA-WALL  FOR  THE    PROTECTION    ANB    PRESERVATION  OP  POINT 

ALLERTON. 

Work  was  commenced  npon  this  wall  in  September,  1870,  and  was 
completed  in  May,  1874.  It  was  built  for  the  most  part  under  foar  sep- 
arate contracts  with  Mr.  James  M.  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me.,  made 
respectively  May  24, 1870;  Jaly  26,  1871 ;  August  24,  1872,  and  May  8, 
1873.    The  total  length  of  this  sea-wall,  completed,  is  1,202  feet. 

In  addition  to  this  sea-wall,  there  have  been  built  since  July,  1873, 
for  the  protection  of  its  concrete  foundation  where  most  exposed  to  injury 
by  storms  and  currents,  1.005  linear  feet  of  granite  apron  and  8  jetties, 
in  which  have  been  placed  1,776  tons  of  grout.  This  apron  has  an  aver- 
age width  of  10  feet  and  a  height  of  2  to  3  feet.  It  extends  all  along 
the  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  faces,  (counting  from  the 
east,)  and  for  about  55  feet  along  the  first  face,  as  well  as  along  the  west- 
ern wing-wall,  in  order  to  protect  its  junction  with  the  shore-crest.  The 
several  jetties  have  a  length  of  25  to  30  feet,  a  width  of  about  6  to  8  feet, 
and  a  height  of  2  to  3  feet  ]  and  they  are  placed,  one  at  each  of  the 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  angles,  one  each  at  the  middle 
of  the  first  and  seventh  faces,  and  at  the  easterly  wing-wall. 

This  sea-wall  is  in  excellent  condition  in  every  respect,  and  the  riprap 
apron-work  has  fully  answere<i  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 

2.— SEA-WALL  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  AND    PRESERVATION  OF  GREAT 

BREWSTER  ISLAND. 

This  wall,  2,840  feet  in  length,  was  built  for  the  protection  of  the 
north  and  south  heads  of  the  island.  It  was  commenced  in  the  year 
1849  and  was  continued  through  the  year  1850,  when  work  upon  it  was 
suspended.  Since  then  it  has  been  continued  from  time  to  time  as  ap- 
propriations have  been  made  for  it,  until  its  completion  in  1869.  This 
wall  is  generally  in  good  condition. 

3.— SEA- WALLS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  AND    PRESERVATION   OF    LOV- 

ELL'S  ISLAND. 

Two  sea-walls  have  been  built  by  the  United  States  Government  on 
this  island,  one  in  1843  for  the  protection  of  its  north  head  for  a  length 
of  750  feet,  and  the  other  in  1868-'69  for  the  protection  of  its  southeast 
bluff  for  a  length  of  about  800  feet.  ♦ 

For  the  protection  of  the  shore-line  south  of  the  north  head-wall  an 
apron-work  of  large  rubble-stone  was  built  in  l873  for  a  length  of  620 
feet,  with  5  jetties  projecting  from  it,  in  which  1,095  tons  of  stone 
were  used ;  and  for  the  protection  of  the  shore-line  next  to  the  southera 
end  of   the  southeastern  sea-wall  a  rubble-stone  apron  110  feet  iu 
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length  was  also  built  in  1878,  in  which  139  tons  of  stone  were  ased.  A 
recent  inspection  of  these  aprons  shows  that  they^have  fully  answered 
the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended. 

The  wall  on  the  southeast  blufi:  was  much  damaged  by  storms  last 
year,  and  especially  by  the  gales  of  March  and  April,  1876.  Over  600 
linear  feet  of  the  coping-course  has  been  loosened  and  more  or  less  dis- 
placed, and  more  than  20  pieces  have  been  thrown  from  the  wall.  Sev- 
eral stones  of  the  facing-course  next  below  the  coping  have  also  been 
loosened  and  displaced,  and  the  cobblestone  paving  back  of  the  coping 
has  been  washed  out  for  a  length  of  about  400  feet.  Injury  has  also 
been  done  to  the  stone  jetties,  and  the  joints  in  several  places  have  been 
opened.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  such  damage,  it  is  recommended 
that  greater  relief  be  given  to  the  wall  (now  but  8  feet  above  its  con- 
crete foundation)  by  adding  two  more  facing-courses,  each  of  2  feet,  and 
by  substituting  for  the  cobblestone  pavement  in  rear  of  the  coping 
granite  flagging  resting  on  a  shingle  and  gravel  bed.  The  cost  of  this 
change,  including  the  repairs  now  necessary,  is  estimated  at  $15,000. 

4.— SEA-WALL    FOR    THE    PBOTfeOTION  AND    PRBSEEVATION  OP    GAL- 
LOP'S ISLAND. 

This  sea-wall  is  1,785J  feet  in  length.  Work  upon  it  was  commenced 
in  1868,  under  a  contract  with  Mr.  James  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me., 
and  was  carried  on  under  that  contract  until  the  end  of  April,  1871, 
after  which  it  was  continued  with  hired  labor  until  its  completion  in 
the  latter  part  of  September,  1871. 

The  violent  storms  and  currents  to  which  this  sea-wall  is  exposed 
had  laid  bare  its  concrete  foundation  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render 
necessary  for  its  protection  and  preservation  a  rubble-stone  apron  for 
Dearly  its  whole  extent,  with  the  addition  of  jetties  in  the  most  exposed 
places.  This  apron-work  was  commenced  in  August,  1873,  and  was 
completed  in  May,  1874,  It  extends  along  the  sea-wall  for  a  length  of 
1,655  feet,  being  on  its  most  exposed  faces  10  feet  in  width.  Nine  jetties 
have  been  built  at  and  near  the  angles  of  the  wall,  four  of  which  are 
of  split  granite,  bedded  in  part  in  concrete  laid  in  trenches  and  sur- 
rounded with  a  concrete  apron,  each  jetty  being  18  feet  in  length  aqd  5 
feet  in  width.  The  quantity  of  stone  used  In  this  apron  and  tde  jetties 
was  about  1,450  tons.  A  recent  inspection  of  this  work  shows  that  it 
is  in  good  condition,  and  that  the  riprap  apron  work  and  jetties  have 
fully  answered  the  purpose  intended. 

5.— SEA-WALL  FOB  THE  PBOTBOTION  AND  PBBSBBVATION  OP  THE 
NORTH  HEAD  OP  LONG  ISLAND. 

Work  was  commenced  upon  this  sea-wall  in  August,  1870,  and  was 
completed  in  July,  1874.  It  has  been  built  for  the  most  pq>rt  under  four 
separate  contracts  with  Mr.  James  Andrews,  of  Biddeford,  Me.,  made 
respectively  May  24, 1870 ;  July  26, 1871 ;  August  23, 1872,  and  May  8, 
1873.    The  length  of  this  sea-wall  is  2,081f  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  sea-wall,  there  has  been  built  for  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  its  concrete  foundation,  where  most  exposed  to  injury  by 
storms  and  currents,  a  rubble-stone  apron  for  a  length  of  975  feet  in 
front  of  the  wall,  together  with  10  stone  jetties.  This  apron  averages 
from  8  to  10  feet  in  width  and  from  2  to  3  feet  in  height.  The  jetties 
are  triangular  in  shape,  and  project  from  12  to  20  feet  beyond  the  apron; 
about  900  tons  of  rubble-stone  was  used  for  this  work,  together  with  a 
large  quantity  of  bowlders  and  cobble-stone,  found  in  its  immediate  vi- 
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cinity.    This  apron- work  was  commeuced  in  April,  1874,  and  completed 
early  in  Aagast,  1874. 

A  recent  inspection  of  this  sea-wall  shows  that  it  is  in  good  condition, 
and  that  the  riprap  apron-work  and  jetties  have  fully  answered  the  pur- 
pose intended. 

6.— SEA-WALLS  FOR  THE    PROTECTION  AND    PRESERVATION  OP  DEER 

ISLAND. 

Under  appropriations  made  by  Congress  in  1827,  and  snbseqaently, 
three  sea-walls  have  been  built  for  protecting  the  three  prominent  heads 
of  this  island :  that  at  the  north  head  being  1,740  feet  long,  and  19^  teet 
high  above  its  foundation,  and  14  feet  above  ordinary  high- water ;  that 
at  the  middle  head  840  feet  long,  17^  feet  high  above  its  foundation,  and 
12  feet  above  mean  high- water;  and  that  at  the  south  head  380  feet  long, 
14^  feet  high  above  its  foundation,  and  12  feet  above  mean  high-water. 
These  walls  were  built  of  regularly  split  quarried  stone,  with  a  partial 
dressing  only,  and  laid  dry  as  headers,  the  only  backing  being  the  clay 
and  gravel  in  rear,  which,  silting  out  through  the  open  joints,  left,  in  course 
of  time,  large  cavities  at  several  places  in  rear  of  the  walls,  resulting  in 
much  damage  to  the  walls,  with  a  probability  of  their  entire  destruction. 
To  repair  the  damage  already  done,  and  to  prevent  its  recurrence  for 
the  future,  the  rebuilding  of  these  walls  was  commenced  in  1865,  by 
which  its  several  courses,  except  the  lowest,  were  laid  in  mortar  and 
backed  with  concrete,  and  otherwise  much  strengthened.  This  rebuild- 
ing was  continued  until  the  latter  part  of  1869,  with  the  following  re- 
sult, a«  reported  by  Col.  H.  W.  Benham  while  in  charge  of  these  walls : 

The  rebuilding  of  the  wall  of  the  middle  head  was  completed  in  1867 
for  an  extent  of  540  feet ;  all  that  then  appeared  to  be  necessary. 

The  wall  of  the  South  Head  was  commenced  and  completely  rebuilt  in 
a  substantial  manner,  comprising  about  420  running  feet,  in  the  year 
1867. 

The  rebuilding  of  the  wall  at  the  ]^orth  Head  was  continued  until 
August,  1869,  up  to  which  time  1,250  linear  feet  of  wall  was  taken  up, 
relaid,  and  completed  in  rear,  two  split-stone  jetties,  25  to  28  feet  long, 
were  placed,  one  at  about  tke  middle  of  the  main  face  of  the  Korth  Head, 
and  tbe  other  in  a  similar  position  at  the  Middle  Head  wall. 

In  kis  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872,  Colonel  Benham 
states  that  the  three  sea-walls  pertaining  to  these  bluffs  of  Deer  Island 
were  <^  in  essentially  a  good  condition,  especially  in  the  parts  that  had 
been  rebuilt ;  that  a  few  defects  are  found  by  the  falling  or  drawing  out 
of  the  foundation-stones,  even,  in  some  cases,  of  the  parts  rebuilt,  from 
their  not  having  been  taken  up  to  the  lowest  foundation-course,  and  from 
the  great  force  of  the  current  or  waves  along  these  foundations." 

In  the  latter  part  of  1876  some  repairs  were  made  on  the  wall  at  the 
Korth  Head,  and  an  inspection  recently  made  shows  that  no  additional 
repairs  are  needed  for  the  present. 

7.— STRAIGHTENING,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP-CHAN- 
ITOL  AT  THE  WEST  END  OP  GREAT  BREWSTER  SPIT. 

This  work  consisted  in  the  removal  by  dredging  of  the  southern  por- 
tion of  this  spit  so  far  as  to  obtain  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water 
for  a  width  of  not  less  than  600  feet  with  proper  slopes  up  to  the  18-feet 
curve.  A  survey  of  this  locality,  made  in  August,  1872,  showed  that 
the  extreme  westerly  end  of  the  spit  had  so  far  advanced  into  the  chan*. 
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nel  that  the  low-water  line  was  120  feet  farther  out  than  it  was  in  1860, 
and  the  18-feet  curve  was  168  feet  from  that  of  1860. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874:»  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September  3,  1874,  with  the 
New  England  Dredging  Company,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  respon- 
sible bidders,  for  completing  this  work.  Work  was  commenced  under 
this  contract  on  the  13th  of  October,  and  continued  until  the  29th  of 
October,  1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  winter.  It  was  resumed 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1875,  the  earliest  date  practicable,  and  was  con- 
tinued up  to  the  middle  of  August,  1875,  when  all  the  dredging  called 
for  under  this  contract  was  completed,  resulting  in  29,226  cubic  yards. 
Under  the  same  contract  with  the  New  England  Dredging  Company, 
95J  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge  (laid  bare  by  dredging)  were  removed 
to  the  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water.  This  work  was  commenced 
in  Jane,  1876,  and  completed  in  November,  1876. 

8. — STRAIGHTENING,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP- 
CHANNEL  AT  THE  SOUTHEAST  AND  SOUTHWEST  POINTS  OF  LOVELL'S 
ISLAND. 

This  work  consists  in  the  removal  by  dredging  of  the  southeast  and 
southwest  points  of  this  island,  so  as  to  give  in  '^  The  Narrows'^  a  chan- 
nel 600  feet  in  width  for  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water,  with  proper 
slopes  up  to  the  18-feet  curve/s.  Work  was  commenced  on  the  southwest 
point  in  1867,  under  a  contract  made  with  Mr.  A.  Boschk6,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  was  continued  during  that  and  the  two  following  seasons, 
until  suspended  for  want  of  funds.  A  resurvey  of  this  channel  made 
in  1872,  showed  that  it  had  not  changed  to  any  considerable  extent  at 
its  southwest  point  since  the  close  ot  the  dredging  operations  in  1869; 
that  the  18  feet  curve  was  very  nearly  the  same  as  then,  and  that  the 
shore  above  low-water  line  had  acquired  a  more  natural  slope  of  8  feet 
horizontal  to  1  foot  rise  by  the  receding  inland  of  the  high-water  line, 
but  that  the  flats  off  the  southeast  point  of  this  island  had  advanced  so 
much  toward  the  main  channel  as  to  materially  impede  and  endanger 
navigation. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Boston  Harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September  8, 1874,  with 
Messrs.  Boyuton  Brothers,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  responsible  bid- 
ders, for  completing  the  work  projected  for  the  improvement  at  the  south- 
east point  of  this  island,  viz,  40,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredg- 
ing, at  38  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows.  Work  under 
this  contract  was  commenced  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  continued  until 
the  17th  of  December,  1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  winter.  It 
was  resumed  on  the  11th  of  May,  1875,  the  earliest  date  practicable,  and 
was  completed  September  22,  1875,  31,058  cubic  yards  having  been 
dredged  under  this  contract. 

For  completing  the  projected  improvement  at  the  southwest  point  of 
this  island,  about  40,000  cubic  yards  of  additional  dredging  will  be  neces- 
sary, for  which  a  contract  was  made  June  2, 1877,  with  the  New  England 
Dredging  Company,,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  of  eight  bidders,  at  24 
cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows.  Operations  were  com- 
menced under  this  contract  on  the  19th  of  June,  and  it  is  probable  that 
they  will  be  completed*not  later  than  the  1st  of  November,  1877,  as  re- 
quired by  the  contract. 
12  E 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


178  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

9. — STRAIGHTENINO,  WIDENING,  AND  DEEPENING  THE  MAIN  SHIP-CHAN- 
NEL AT  THE  UPPER  MIDDLE  BAR. 

The  work  projected  for  the  improvement  of  this  bar  consiRts  in  open- 
ing through  it  a  channel,  6<)0  feet  in  width,  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean 
low-water,  through  a  total  distance  of  about  4,000  feet,  the  princi- 
pal dif&culties  being  in  a  spa^e  about  ^,200  feet  in  length,  in  which  the 
depth  to  be  increased  varied  from  1 1»  7  feet.  Under  a  contract  made 
September  24,  1870,  with  Emory  R.  Seward,  of  Albany,  K  Y.,  dredging 
was  carried  on  at  this  place  until  the  1st  of  June,  1871,  at  which  time 
26,120  cubic  yards  had  been  excavated  under  that  contract,  by  which 
one  cut,  about  1,800  feet  in  length,  was  partially  opened  to  a  width  of  40 
feet,  and  to  a  depth  varying  from  20  to  23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1871,  a  new  con- 
tract was  made  July  29, 1871,  with  Mr.  R.  G.  Packard,  of  Brooklyn,  K  Y., 
which  was  completed  June  29,  1872,  by  20,305  cubic  yards  of  dredging, 
making,  to  that  date,  an  aggregate  of  46,425  cubic  yards  of  dredging. 
By  this  work,  one  cut,  about  1,800  feet  in  length,  was  opened  to  a  width 
of  40  feet,  to  a  full  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  a  second  cut 
of  the  same  width  and  depth  for  a  length  of  1,040  feet,  including  the  re- 
moval of  a  very  large  bowlder  discovered  in  1872,  in  the  main  ship-chan- 
nel, with  but  16^  feet  of  water  upon  it  at  mean  low-water. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  March  3, 1873,  a  contract  was  made  March 
5,  1874,  with  the  Atlantic  Dredging  Company,  of  Brooklyn,  K  Y.,  for 
75,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  at  64  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
as  measured  in  the  scows,  and  at  $35  per  cubic  yard  for  excavation  of 
ledge  and  of  bowlders  exceeding  6  tons  in  weight.  Operations  were  com- 
menced in  April,  1874,  and  were  continued  up  to  the  14th  of  December 
of  that  year,  when  they  were  suspended  for  the  winter.  On  the  26th  of 
May,  1875,  they  were  resumed,  and  continued  up  to  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber of  that  year.  They  were  again  resumed  on  the  3d  of  May,  1876,  and 
were  continued  up  to  the  11th  of  July,  1876,  at  which  time  90,860  cubic 
yards  had  been  dredged  under  and  in  completion  of  this  contract. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874,  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  September  1, 1874, 
with  the  Harbor  Improvement  Company,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  42,000 
cubic  yards  of  additional  dredging  on  this  bar,  at  85  cents  per  cubic 
yard^  as  measured  in  the  scows.  Dredging  was  commenced  under  this 
contract  on  the  3d  of  October,  and  continued  until  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  winter.  It  was  resumed  on 
the  8th  of  May,  1875,  and  continued  up  to  the  17th  of  December,  1875,  at 
which  time  42,843^  cubic  yards  had  been  dredged  under  this  contract. 
There  then  remained  to  be  done  for  the  completion  of  this  contract,  the 
excavation  of  37  cubic  yards  of  ledge,  which  was  completed  on  the  26th 
of  August,  1876. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  for  this  harbor  by  act  of  March  3, 1875, 
a  contract  was  made  May  19, 1875,  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co., 
of  Portland,  Me.,  for  90,000  cubic  yards,  more  or  less,  of  additional 
dredging  on  this  bar  and  the  shoals  below  it,  at  75  cents  per  cubic  yard, 
as  measured  in  the  scows,  including  bowlders  not  exceeding  6  tons  in 
weight.  Operations  were  commenced  under  this  contract  May  9,  1876, 
and  were  completed  on  the  IGth  of  November,  1^76,  resulting  in  88,150 
cubic  yards  of  dredging. 

The  total  quantity  of  dredging,  therefore,  that  has  been  done  up  to 
date  under  the  several  contracts  named,  amounts  to  266,794  cubic  yards, 
whereby  a  channel  has  been  opened  for  a  width  of  600  feet,  and  a  depth 
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of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water,  throaji^b  the  whole  of  the  Upper  Middle 
Bar,  in  length  about  4,000  feet. 

In  order  to  complete  the  projected  channel  at  the  Upper  Middle  Bar, 
there  still  remains  to  be  done  about  80  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavation, 
for  which  a  contract  was  made  June  4, 1877,  with  Mr.  George  W. Town- 
send,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  of  two  bidders,  at  $65  per  cubic  yard 
measured  in  its  bed,  the  same  to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  30th  of 
June,  1878. 

10— REMOVAL  OF  NASH'S  ROCK  (SHOAL.) 

Nash's  Bock,  so-called,  is  a  shoal  lying  in  the  outer  entrance  to  Boston 
Harbor,  about  oue-third  of  the  way  over  from  Brewster  Spit  to  Point  Al- 
lerton.  This  shoal  was  surveyed  in  September  and  October,  1873,  and  a 
special  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  drawings,  was  submitted  to  the 
Department  on  the  24th  of  March,  1874.  From  information  acquired  by 
this  survey,  it  is  seen  that  the  only  portion  of  this  shoal  which  it  would  be 
advisable  and  practicable  to  improve,  is  that  having  less  than  21  feet  of 
water  over  it  at  mean  low-water,  which  portion  has  an  area  of  637^ 
superficial  yards,  and  would  require,  in  order  to  obtain  a  depth  of  21 
feet,  the  excavation  and  removal  of  about  500  cubic  yards  of  bowlders, 
shingle,  &c.,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $10,000;  whereas  to  remove  the 
whole  shoal  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  below  the  plane  of  mean  low-water 
woald  require  the  excavation  of  over  16,000  cubic  yards  of  similar 
material  over  an  area  of  9^  acres,  the  cost  of  which  would  be  greatly 
disproportionate  to  the  benefit  that  would  result  therefrom. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  harbor,  a  contract  was  made  May  19,  1875,  with 
Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  for  removing  about  one 
half  of  this  shoal  to  the  projected  depth  of  21  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
which  was  completed  by  them  in  September,  1876. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  entire  completion  of  this  work 
during  the  present  season  by  employing  a  submarine  party,  with  a 
vessel  and  crew,  by  the  day,  at  a  price  not  exceeding  $50  per  day. 

11.— REMOVAL   OF   KELLY'S  ROCK. 

This  rock  lies  in  the  main  ship-channel,  distant  about  700  yards,  in  a 
direction  southeast  by  south  of  Bug  light  (at  the  Narrows)  and  in  the 
line  of  entrance  to  buoy  No.  1  and  Bug  light.  In  1869  operations  were 
commenced  for  removing  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  below  the 
plane  of  mean  low-water,  and  were  continued  up  to  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber, 1870.  These  operations  were  continued  in  Juno  and  July,  1873. 
An  accurate  survey,  since  made,  of  this  rock  showed  that  there  still 
remained  an  area  of  about  320  superficial  yards  of  this  ledge  which  bad 
less  than  the  projected  depth  on  the  shoalest  parts,  of  which  there  were 
but  21.2  feet  of  water  at  mean  low-water,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain 
the  full  depth  of  23  feet  would  require  the  removal  of  not  less  than  80 
cubic  yards  of  the  ledge. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  by  act  of  March  3,  1875,  for  this  har- 
bor, a  contract  was  made  May  14,  1875,  with  Mr.  George  W.  Townseud, 
of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  completing  the  removal  of  this  rock  at  $00  per 
cubic  yanl.  He  commenced  operations  under  this  contract  in  the  latter 
part  of  May,  and  completed  in  September  30,  1875. 

During  the  removal  of  this  rock  in  1875,  new  ledges  were  discovered 
in  its  vicinity,  above  and  below,  having  on  the  shoalest  parts  a  depth  of 
but  20  to  21  feet  at  mean  low-water.    These  ledges  cover  an  area  of 
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aboat  543  sqaare  yards  in  the  23  feet  plane  below  mean  low-water,  and 
189  cabic  yards  will  have  to  be  removed  above  that  plane. 

A  contract  for  the  removal  of  these  ledges  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at 
mean  low-water  was  made  on  the  4th  of  June,  1877,  with  Mr.  Oeorge 
W.  Townsend,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  lowest  of  two  bidders,  at  $50  per 
cubic  yard,  measured  in  its  bed,  the  same  to  be  completed  on  or  before 
the  30th  of  June,  1878.  Operations  were  commenced  under  this  con- 
tract on  the  15th  of  June,  1877. 

12.— REMOVAL  OP  TOWER  ROCK. 

This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship-channel  at  the  Narrows,  about 
100  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great  Brewster  Spit  light.  It  was  blasted 
out  and  removed  in  18G7  to  the  projected  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low- 
water. 

13.— REMOVAL  OP  CORWIN  ROCK. 

This  rock  was  situated  in  the  main  ship-channel  at  the  narrows,  about 
200  yards  to  the  southwest  of  Great  Brewster  Spit  light.  It  was  blasted 
out  and  removed  in  the  years  1868  and  1869  to  the  projected  depth  of 
23  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

14. — REMOVAL  OF  SUNKEN   LEDGE    BETWEEN   GEORGE'S  ISLAND  AND 
GREAT  BREWSTER  SPIT. 

This  ledge  was  discovered  in  September,  1872,  in  a  resurvey  of  the 
Narrows.  It  was  situated  near  the  middle  of  the  main  ship  channel, 
directly  in  the  track  of  all  large  vessels,  and  particularly  of  the  Euro- 
pean steamers,  and  was  distant  317  yards  in  a  direction  west  by  south 
from  Bug  light.  It  had  but  18.9  feet  of  water  upon  it  at  mean  low- 
water,  and  was  therefore  a  dangerous  obstacle  to  navigation. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  23,  1874,  a  contract  was  made, 
August  31,  1874,  with  Mr.  William  H.  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  the 
removal  of  this  ledge  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low-water — alto- 
gether 16^  cubic  yards — for  the  sum  of  $400,  which  he  completed  early 
in  September,  1875. 

15.— REMOVAL  OF  BARREL   ROCK,  IN  BROAD  SOUND. 

This  was  a  bowlder  lying  about  1  mile  a  little  north  of  west  from 
Green  Island,  and  near  the  sailing-line  of  the  Portland  and  other 
Maine  steamers.  It  had  only  4  feet  of  water  over  it  at  low  tide,  and  in 
thick  weather  was  a  dangerous  ob8tacle*to  navigation.  It  was  removed 
in  1869. 

16.— REMOVAL  OF  STATE  AND  PALMYRA  ROOKS. 

A  special  survey  was  made  of  these  rocks,  of  which  a  report  and 
drawings  were  transmitted  to  the  Department  on  the  25th  of  May,  1874. 
By  this  survey  it  was  ascertained  that  State  liock  and  Palmyra  Hock,  of 
the  position  and  character  of  which  but  little  previously  had  been 
known,  are  situated  very  near  each  other,  and  most  probably  are  out- 
croppings  of  the  same  ledge,  forming  spurs  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
lower  middle  bar,  about  one-half  a  mile  east  of  Castle  Island. 

To  eflPect  the  improvement  proposed,  required  altogether  the  removal 
of  about  62  cubic  yards  of  rock,  for  which  a  contract  was  made  August 
31,  1874,  with  Mr.  William  H.  Lloyd,  of  Boston,  who  was  the  lowest  of 
two  bidders,  at  $1,500  for  the  job.  Mr.  Lloyd  commenced  work  upon 
the  removal  of  the  rocks  in  September,  1874,  and  continued  up  to  the 
middle  of  November,  when,  on  account  of  the  weather,  he  was  obliged 
to  suspend  for  the  winter.  He  resumed  work  about  the  1st  of  June, 
1875,  and  completed  their  removal  on  the  15th  of  that  month. 
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17.— EBMOVAL.  OP  THE  WRECK  OP  THE  SCHOONER  DELOS. 

This  was  an  old  vessel  of  aboat  100  tons  burden  deeply  loaded  with 
^Travel  in  her  hold  and  on  deck,  destined  for  the  engineer-work  at  Fort 
Warren,  and  was  snnk  in  the  gale  of  November  12, 1872,  in  Nantasket 
Roads,  about  100  yards  from  Fort  Warren  wharf,  in  about  22  feet  of 
water  at  low-water.  When  examined  in  December,  1872,  she  was 
stripped  of  her  masts  and  rigging,  and  was  much  shattered,  and  had 
about  14  feet  of  water  over  her  at  mean  low- water.  The  breaking  up  and 
removal  of  this  wreck  was  commenced  on  May  29, 1873,  and  was  com- 
pleted in  the  early  part  of  June. 

From  the  foregoing  statement  it  is  seen  that  nearly  all  the  works 
hitherto  projected  for  the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbbr  have  been 
completed,  and  that  those  remaining  to  be  completed  are : 

1.  About  40,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  at  and  near  the  southwest 
point  of  LovelPs  Island,  in  order  to  obtain  the  contemplated  width  and 
depth  of  channel. 

2.  Eighty-one  and  one-half  cubic  yards  of  rock-excavation  at  the  Upper 
Middle  Bar,  for  completing  the  channel  to  the  projected  width  of  600 
feet  and  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean  low  water. 

3.  Bemoval  of  Nash's  Rock,  (shoal.) 

4.  The  removal  of  about  189  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  discovered 
in  1875  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's  Bock,  for  which  a  contract  was  made 
June  4, 1877,  to  be  completed  on  or  before  June  30,  1878. 

5.  Bemoval  by  dredging  of  Man-of-War  Shoal,  as  per  project  submit- 
ted in  special  report  dated  December  16, 1876,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto 
appended. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  southeastern  sea-wall  on  Lovell's  Island 
will  require  raising  and  repairing,  for  which  no  funds  are  now  avail- 
able. 

In  the  appropriation  for  this  harbor,  made  by  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3, 1875,  provision  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  Hing- 
ham  Harbor,  Massachusetts,  to  an  extent  not  exceeding  $10,000.  A 
careful  survey  of  this  harbor,  made  in  October  and  ITovember,  1874, 
showed  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  improvements  required  for  the  com- 
merce of  that  place,  the  project  for  which  consisted  in  widening  and 
deepening  the  channel  so  as  to  have  a  width  of  not  less  than  100  feet 
and  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water,  or  about  6  feet  at  low-water  in 
spring-tides.  For  this  improvement  the  following  work  has  been  done, 
viz,  25,160  cubic  yards  of  dredging  and  80  cubic  yards  of  ledge-excava- 
tion. Proposals  were  invited  for  this  work,  and  contracts  therefor  were 
made,  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  With  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  May  19, 1875, 
for  the  dredging,  at  18  cents  per  cubic  yard,  which  they  completed  on 
the  Ist  of  May,  1876. 

2.  With  Mr.  George  W.  Townsend,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  for  67  cubic 
yards  ledge-excavation,  at  $39  per  cubic  yard,  which  he  completed  in 
December,  1875. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  about  12  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  sub- 
sequently discovered,  had  been  removed,  whereby  all  the  work  projected 
for  the  improvement  of  Hiugham  Harbor  haa  been  completed,  at  a  total 
cost  (including  contingencies)  of  $9,116.58. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  several 
works  yet  remaining  to  be  done  (as  above)  for  the  improvement  of  Bos- 
ton Harbor,  viz ; 
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1.  Forty  thonsaQd  cabic  yards  dredging  at  the  soathwest  point  of  Lovell's 

Island,  contracted  for  at  24  cents  per  cubic  yard $9,600  00 

2.  Completing  the  channel  tbrou(;h  the  Upper  Middle  Bar,  by  the  removal 
of  81^  cubic  yards  of  sunken  ledge,  contracted  for  at  $65  per  cnbic  yard,  as 
measured  in  its  bed 5,297  50 

3.  Removal  of  Niish's  Rock,  (shoal) 5,000  00 

4.  Removal  of  189  cn^ic  yards  of  sunken  ledge  near  Kelly's  Rock,  con- 
tracted for  at  $50  per  cubic  yard , 9, 450  00 

5.  Raising  and  repairing:  sea-wall  on  Lovelies  Island,  (new  estimate) 15, 000  00 

6.  Removal  of  Man-of- War  Shoal,  as  per  new  estimate,  65,000  cabic  yards  of 
dredging,  at  60  cents  per  cubic  yard 39,000  00 

Add  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies,  say 12, 944  11 

Total 96.291  61 

Amount  available  July  1,  1877 41,291  61 

Additional  amount  required  for  completing  all  the  work  now  projected  for 

the  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor 55,000  00 

On  compariug  the  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  several  works 
proposed  to  be  done  in  186G,  as  then  submitted,  with  the  actual  cost  of 
the  same  as  now  finished,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  actual  cost  has  been 
about  50  per  cent,  higher  than  the  original  estimate,  which  excess  is 
probably  owing  to  the  want  of  exact  data  upon  which  to  base  that  es- 
timate, SLS  well  as  the  price  of  material  and  labor  having  been  assumed 
too  low ;  and  for  other  completed  works  no  detailed  estimates  appear  to 
have  been  submitted ;  while  for  a  greater  part  of  the  works  since  pro- 
jected from  time  to  time  those  completed  have  generally  cost  about  the 
same  as  estimated. 

The  several  works  built  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  lie  within  the  port  of 
Boston,  and  in  the  collection-district  of  Boston  andCharlestown,  Massachusetts. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
the  port  of  Boston  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1876,  has  been 
furnished  by  the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  that  port,  viz : 

Amonnt  of  revenue  collected:  coin,  $12,788 ,559.58;  currency,  198,036.59.  $12,986,596  17 

Value  of  imports 35,362,993  00 

Value  of  exports :  domestic  uierchaudise,  $13,012,403 ;  foreign  merchan- 
dise, $1,344,441 44,356,844  00 

Number.  ToDnap;e. 

American  vessels  arrived 644  248,339 

Foreign  vessels  arrived ' 1,281  442,027 

American  vessels  cleared 525  213, 773 

Foreign  vessels  cleared 1, 242  427, 700 

Coastwise  arrivals 1,018  1,042,501 

Coastwise  clearances 1,437  1, 187,188 

Number  of  vessels  built,  32,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  11,596 -j^JV* 

The  following-named  papers  are  hereto  appended^  viz: 

1.  Report  on  survey  of  Man-of-VVar  Shoal,  dated  December  16, 1876. 

2.  Abstract  of  proposals  received. 

3.  Abstract  of  contracts  made. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $80,455  29 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 50, 000  00 

$130,4.55  29 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 87, 917  46 

July  1,1877,  outstanding  liabilities 246  12 

88, 163  58 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 42,291  71 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 55, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.       55, 000  Ojd 
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survey  of  man-of  war  shoal,  in  boston  harbor,  massachusetts. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Portland^  Maine,  December  16,  1876. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  followin^f  report  on  the  sur- 
vey of  Man-of-War  Shoal,  in  Boston  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 

This  shoal  lies  off  the  northeast  point  of  the  city  of  Boston,  at  the 
conflaence  of  Charles  and  Mystic  Rivers,  in  the  upper  harbor,  and  in  the 
track  of  vessels  approaching  Charlestown  navy-yard.  A  survey  and 
map  of  this  shoal  was  made  in  1874,  un4er  the  direction  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts board  of  harbor  commissioners,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement, 
of  which  the  accompanying  drawing  is  a  copy. 

Between  this  shoal  and  the  wharves  of  Boston  the  area  shaded  in 
black  on  the  drawing  has  been  dredged  to  a  depth  of  23  feet  at  mean 
low-water,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  board  of  harbor  commission- 
ers, leaving  still  to  be  removed  the  present  shoal,  which  has  an  area  of 
about  10  acres  in  the  plane  23  feet  below  mean  low-water,  with  about  15J 
feet  of  water  over  its  shoalest  part  at  mean  low-water,  the  mean  rise 
and  fall  of  the  tide  being  9-f^  feet. 

The  quantity  of  material  that  will  have  to  be  excavated  to  give  a  depth 
of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water  is  50,860  cubic  yards  measured  in  situ,  or 
say  about  65,000  cubic  yards  measured  in  dredging-scows. 

Numerous  borings,  recently  made  at  this  shoal  under  my  direction, 
show  that  the  material  of  which  it  consists  varies  in  character  from  soft 
yellow  clay  to  blue  clay  and  hard-pan ;  and  that  it  is  covered  in  most 
parts  with  a  sandy  matter  and  gravel  and  some  shells  from  a  depth  of 
a  few  inches  to  5  feet;  and  that  the  western  part  of  the  shoal  appears 
to  be  formed  chiefly  of  sandy  matter  and  gravel,  and  the  eastern  part  of 
yellow  clay  and  hard-pan. 

This  shoal  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and,  as  stated  by  thehar- 
bor  commissioners — 

Has  always  been  an  obstacle  to  the  maneuvering  of  the  heavy  ships  of  the  Navy  in 
their  passage  to  and  from  the  United  States  navy-yard,  which  is  above  it,  and  the  difii- 
oalties  arising  from  its  existence  are  becoming  more  and  more  serious  in  their  effect 
npon  the  commerce  of  the  port,  from  the  fact  that  the  larger  and  deeper  vessels  of 
modern  times  require  a  greater  depth  of  water  than  can  now  be  carried  over  this  shoal. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  removal  of  this  shoal  by  dredging  to  a  d^pth 
of  23  feet  at  mean  low- water  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Sixty-five  thousand  cubic  yards  of  dredging,  including  a  carriage  of  material  for  a 

distance  of  5  miles  at  60  cents  per  cubic  yard  as  measured  in  the  scows $39, 000  00 

Adding  for  engineering  expenses  and  other  contingencies 4, 000  00 

Total 43,000  00 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  Thom, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 
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Abatrao:  of  proposals  received   May  26,  1H77,  for  improvement  of  Boston  Harbor^  Mas- 
sachusetts, 


Bidders. 


Besldenoe. 


8S5 

«  °  ^ 

a  •*«  • 

fill 


M<0 


3' 


New  EDjcland  Dredging  Company 

George  whiting 

A  tlantio  Dredging  Company 

Elijah  Brainardjr 

Sidney  F.  Shelbourae 

George  C.  Fobes  &  Co 

W.  S.  Fretch  &  Co 

Augustoa  R  Wright 

George  W.  Townaend 

Gardner  Floyd 


Boston,  Maas 

Boston,  Mass 

Brooklyn,  N.  T 

Albany.N.T 

New  London,  Conn  . 

Portland,  Me 

Boston,  Mass 

Portland,  Me 

Boflton,  Mass 

Portland,  Me 


Pereu.yd. 
to  34 
87 
27 
3S 
34 
-36 
37* 
40 


Pareu.yd. 


Per.cu.yd. 


965  00 
67  00 


•50  00 
08  50 


Abstract  of  contracts  made  during  the  fisoal  year  ending  Jiina  30,  lS77,/or  the  improvement 
of  Boston  Harbor  J  Massachusetts. 


1 

1 

•m 

Contractors. 

Nature  and  location  of  work. 

4 

Remarks. 

O 

1 

1877. 

Jane  8 

New     England     Dredging 
Company,  Boston,  Maas. 

Dredging  at  and  near  south- 
west   point   of    I^vell's 
Island,  inoluding  that  on 
Cape  Cod  Shoal  opposite 

10  24 

As  measured  in  the  scows. 

Loveirs  Island. 

June  4 

George  W.  Townsend,  Bos- 
ton, Masa. 

Removal  of  sunken  ledge  at 
Upper  Middle  Bar. 

65  00 

As  measured  in  its  bed. 

Removal  of  sunken   ledges 

50  00 

Do. 

near  Kelly's  Rock. 

A  13. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PLYMOUTH  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  existence  of  this  harbor  depends  entirely  upon  the  protection  and 
preservation  of  Long  Beach,  which  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land  that  extends 
2f  miles  out  from  the  main  land  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  nearly 
parallel  to  the  shore  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  and  distant  from  it  about 
1  mile.  It  affords  to  the  harbor  its  only  shelter  from  easterly  storms. 
In  late  years  it  has  been  washed  away  in  some  places,  and  much  weak- 
ened in  others,  to  an  extent  seriously  threatening  the  ruin  of  the  harbor. 
For  the  protection  and  preservation  of  this  beach,  various  works  have 
been  built  from  time  to  time,  until  finally  they  have  proved  efficient  and 
successful. 

The  total  amount  that  has  been  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
preservation  and  improvement  of  this  harbor,  from'  1824  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 1875,  as  shown  by  statement  furnishea  under  date  of  February 
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1, 1876,  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  of  the  Hoase  of  Eepresentatives,  is  $97,766. 

Of  this  amoant  there  has  been  allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  this 
harbor,  since  the  resamption  of  works  on  rivers  and  harbors  in  1866,  the 
sums  as  follows,  viz : 

Amonnt  allotted  in  1866  from  appropriations  made  for  harbors  on  the  Atlan- 
tic coast  $8,300  00 

Amoant  allotted  nnder  act  of  July  25, 1868 7,500  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  July  H,  1870 10,000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1871 10,000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  Jone  W,  1872 2,500  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3,  1873 3,000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  Jone  23,  1874 5,000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3,  1875 10,000  00 

Total 56,300  00 

In  1866,  under  the  allotment  of  $8,300  for  Plymouth  Harbor,  a  wooden 
breakwater  was  built  by  contract  for  the  protection  of  Long  Beach,  under 
charge  of  Maj.  Jared  A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers.  In  the  annual  ret>ort 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  GO,  1867,  it  is  stated  that — 

One  tboQsand  three  hundred  linear  feet  of  that  breakwater  had  been  built.  It  con- 
sists of  triauj^ular  frames  placed  at  intervals  of  4  feet,  covered  with  2-inoh  plank,  set 
in  a  trench  12  feet  wide  and  3  feet,  deep,  the  trench  and  frame  being  filled  to  the  level 
of  the  ground.  It  is  situated  on  the  crest  of  a  ridge  of  sand,  of  about  3  miles  in  extent, 
and  of  an  average  width  of  800  feet.  At  intervals  along  this  ridge  there  are  depres- 
sions, through  which  the  sea  breaks  with  great  violence.  It  is  in  these  intervals 
that  the  breakwater  is  placed. 

In  1867  other  work  was  added  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  an 
expense  of  about  (2,000. 

These  works  were  then  deemed  sufficient  to  resist  any  action  of  the  sea,  but  a  storm 
in  the  autumn  of  1867  carried  away  some  of  the  more  exposed  portions,  and  a  second, 
occurriag  the  subsequent  winter,  when  tides  were  highest,  carried  away  about  1,000 
linear  feet  of  the  strongest  portion  of  the  work,  besides  doing  other  damage,  leaving 
the  northern  portion  of  the  beach,  adjacent  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  harbor,  en- 
tirely unprotected  from  the  open  sea,  save  by  some  remaining  portions  of  a  work  com- 
pleted in  1832,  and  the  beach  itself  so  much  reduced  as  to  be  entirely  submerged,  at 
extreme  high  tides,  fur  a  length  of  1,500  feet.  The  sand  was  such  that  while  a  slight 
action  of  the  sea  would  raise  the  beach,  the  prevailing  winds  and  heavier  seas  would 
drive  the  sand  into  the  channel,  and  it  was  evident  that  a  severe  storm  would  not  only 
seriously  injure  the  beach  thus  unprotected,  but  also  the  main  channel,  and  leave  it 
entirely  exposed  to  further  encroachments. 

Under  an  additional  allotment  of  $7,500,  made  in  August,  1868,  out 
of  the  appropriation  of  July  25,  1868,  200  linear  feet  of  substantial  crib- 
work  of  timber,  covered  with  plank,  and  175  linear  feet  of  triangular 
work  (similar  to  that  built  in  1866)  were  built  by  contract  in  the  autumn 
of  1868,  for  the  further  protection  of  Long  Beach,  where  injured  by 
storms  of  the  previous  autumn.  Major  Smith  having  been  in  charge  of 
the  work. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  810,000,  made  by  act  of  July  11,  1870,  a 
contract  was  made  by  the  late  Lieut.  Gol.  J.  G.  Foster,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, then  in  charge  of  the  work  for  the  construction  near  the  outer 
end  of  Long  Beach  of  about  1,700  linear  feet  of  bulkhead  and  jetties, 
built  of  frame-work  and  filled  with  brush  and  ballasted  with  stone. 
This  work  was  commenced  September,  1870,  and  completed  before  the 
close  of  that  season. 

In  May,  1871,  the  charge  of  Plymouth  Harbor  improvement  was  trans- 
ferred to  Lieut.  Col.  George  Thom,  Corps  of  Engineers,  by  whom  con- 
tracts were  made  under  the  appropriation  of  March  3,  1871,  for  com- 
pleting the  projected  bulkhead  and  jetties  on  the  extremity  of  Long 
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Beach,  at  $3.86  per  linear  foot,  and  for  furnishing  and  placing  granite 
grout  upon  the  stone  bulkhead,  to  connect  the  outer  end  of  the  beach 
with  the  beacon,  at  $2.25  per  ton.  Work  was  conamenced  under  both 
contracts  in  June,  1871 ;  that  on  the  brush  bulkhead  and  jetties  was 
finished  in  August,  1871,  641^  linear  feet  having  been  built  under  the 
contract,  and  the  contract  for  the  stone  was  completed  in  September, 
1871,  2,028  tons  having  been  furnished.  The  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  1871  was  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  bulkhead  and  jetties  pre- 
viously built  upon  Long  Beach,  in  places  where  they  had  been  damaged 
by  storms,  and  to  the  planting  of  beach-grass  on  the  beaqh,  where  most 
necessary  for  its  preservation. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  June  10,  1872,  ($2,500,)  the  following  re- 
pairs were  made  in  July  and  August  of  that  year,  viz: 

1.  In  making  about  200  linear  feet  of  brush  bulkhead  and  jetties,  to 
replace  that  damaged  by  the  storm  in  November,  1871; 

2.  In  strengthening  the  outer  part  of  the  l^ulkhead  with  613  tons  of 
stone,  purchased  for  that  purpose ; 

3i  In  making  300  linear  feet  of  single  brush  jetties,  and  250  linear 
feet  of  small  stone  jetties ;  and 

4.  In  planting  10,800  hills  of  beach-grass. 

This  work  was  done  by  hired  labor,  and  with  materials  purchased  in 
open  market,  as  authorized  so  to  do. 

The  appropriation  of  $3,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1873,  was  applied 
to  continued  repairs  upon  all  the  works  previously  built;  to  the  build- 
ing of  stone  and  brush  groins  outside  and  inside  the  bulkhead  at  the 
outer  end  of  Long  Beach,  and  to  planting  over  10,000  hills  of  beach- 
grass  on  the  newly-formed  beach  and  in  other  places  where  most  neces- 
sary. 

The  appropriation  of  85,000,  made  by  act  of  June  23, 1874,  was  ap- 
plied to  the  completion  of  all  the  stone  and  brush  groins  on  the  outer 
end  of  Long  Beach  ;  to  increasing  in  height  and  strength  the  stone 
bulkhead  connecting  the  beacon  with  the  outer  end  of  the  beach  ; 
to  building  a  small  bulkhead  of  frame- work,  brush,  and  stone,  290 feet  la 
length,  for  protecting  the  beaeh  about  1  mile  from  its  inner  end ;  to 
planting  beach-grass  and  making  repairs  where  most  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  preservation  of  Long  Beach.  This  work  was  done  by 
hired  labor  and  with  materials  purchased  in  open  market,  and  was 
completed  in  August,  1875. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  the  several  amounts  that  have  been 
allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  Plymouth  Harbor 
since  1866  have  been  applied  to  the  construction  of  bulkheads,  jetties, 
and  groins,  and  the  planting  of  beach-grass  where  most  necessary  for 
protecting  and  strengtheniufr  Long  Beach  throughout  its  whole  extent 
of  about  2f  miles. 

These  bulkheads  consist  of  triangular  frames,  (built  in  1866  and  1868,) 
or  of  crib- work  of  timber  covered  with  plank,  (built  in  1868,)  and  those 
built  in  1870  and  1871  of  a  frame- work  well  secured  in  the  ground,  filled 
with  brush  and  ballasted  with  stone,  that  connecting  the  outer  end  of 
the  beach  with  the  beacon  being  built  entirely  of  rubble-stone. 

The  jetties  consist  of  a  frame-work  filled  with  brush  and  ballasted 
with  stone,  and  the  groins  of  small  stones  intermixed  with  brush,  and 
sometimes  of  brush  alone.  These  groins,  33  in  number,  are  built  out  per- 
I)endicnlarly  from  the  main  bulkhead  on  the  seaward  side,  varying  in 
length  from  75  to  265  feet,  and  aggregating  5,25.0  feet  in  length,  and 
from  50  to  150  feet  apart.  Others  have  been  built  inside  the  bulkhead 
in  places  where  most  necessary.    They  were  made  by  placing  brush 
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upon  the  surface  of  the  beach  and  piling  upon  it  beach-bowlders  to  a 
height  of  about  2  feet  and  for  a  width  of  6  feet.  The  brush-groins  were 
made  by  digging  a  trench  2  feet  by  2  feet,  and  placing  brush  in  it 
upright  and  as  close  as  practicable,  the  brush  being  held  by  sand  being 
thrown  into  the  trench  and  well  rammed  down,  and  sometimes  further 
protected  by  small  bowlders  placed  in  a  row  along  the  sides  of  the  groin* 
The  brush  rises  about  2  or  3  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  beach. 

The  bulkheads  and  jetties  had  already  accumulated  a  large  quantity 
of  sand,  forming  a  ridge  throughout  its  whole  extent,  but  with  a  view 
to  increasing  its  strength  and.  efficiency,  the  several  groins  have  been 
built,  and  have  fully  answered  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended. 
Beach-grass  has  been  planted,  and  covers  nearly  all  this  neVly-formed 
beach,  which  is  now  in  an  efficient  condition.  Kepairs  will,  however,  con- 
tiuue  to  be  necessary  from  time  to  time,  as  they  now  are,  along  this  beach, 
exposed  as  it  is  to  injury  by  violent  storms.  Something  more  should 
also  be  done  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  stone  bulkhead  at  the 
outer  end,  and  its  connection  with  the  beach,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
is  as  follows,  viz : 

1.  1,000  tons  rnbble-stone,  at  82 $2,000  00 

2.  Kepairs  of  balkhead  near  inner  end  of  beaoh,  (partially  burned  of  late) . . .  250  00 

3.  Repairs  of  bulkhead  and  jetties 750  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 500  00 

Total 3,500  00 

A  survey  was  made  of  this  harbor  in  February,  1874,  under  my  direc- 
tion, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives 
dated  December  10,  1873,  "  with  a  view  to  dredging  and  improving  the 
same,  so  as  to  afford  greater  protection  and  facilities  to  commerce." 

To  make  this  portion  of  the  harbor  practicable  for  "beating  up"  with 
sailing-vessels  would  require  a  width  of  not  less  than  500  feet,  which 
would  necessitate  the  excavation  of  about  80,000  cubic  yards  of  hard 
sand  on  the  Middle  Ground  and  Spiltting  Knife  Bars,  which  ob- 
struct the  present  channel,  and  about  320,0W  cubic  yards  of  mud  and 
clay  between  the  Middle  Ground  and  Long  Wharf,  at  a  probable 
cost  of  not  less  than  $176,000,  and  with  a  likelihood  that  the  improve- 
ment would  be  but  temporary,  as  the  same  causes  which  have  already 
produced  the  existing  shoals  would,  it  is  more  than  probable,  reproduce 
them.  Should  it  be  decided  to  improve  this  harbor  by  dredging,  it  is 
recommended  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  opening  of  a  channel  100 
feet  in  width  and  6  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low-water,  from  the  end  of 
Long  Wharf  outward  in  continuation  of  the  present  main  channel  above 
the  Middle  Ground.  A  channel  of  this  width  would  enable  vessels 
to  be  towed  up  to  the  vicinity  of  the  wharves  of  the  town,  and  would 
probably  be  kept  open  by  the  scour  of  the  ebb-tide  deflected  into  it  from 
Town  Brook. 

The  estimated  cost  of  this  channel  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Sixiy-fonr  thoasand  cnbic  yard?,  at  40  cents  per  onbic  yard (26,600  00 

Add  for  contingencies,  say 2,400  OO 

Total 28,000  00 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $10,000,  made  by  act  of  March  3, 1875,  for 
improving  this  channel  as  above  projected,  a  contract  was  made  May  13, 
1875,  with  Mr.  Augustus  R.  Wright,  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the  lowest  bidder, 
at  23  cents  per  cubic  yard,  as  measured  in  the  scows,  for  35,000  cnbic 
yards,  more  or  less,  of  dredging,  to  be  applied  to  the  partial  excavation 
of  the  projected  channel.    Dredging  was  commenced  under  this  contract 
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on  the  19th  of  April,  1876,  and  was  completed  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  1876, 
resulting  in  34,985  cabic  yards  of  dredging,  whereby  a  channel  was 
opened  np  to  the  wharves  of  Plymouth  for  a  width  of  50  feet,  and  to  a 
depth  of  6  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

After  further  considering  the  wants  of  commerce  and  the  facilities 
required,  it  is  recommended  that  a  basin  be  excavated  at  the  upper  end 
of  the  channel  in  front  of  the  wharves  where  vessels  may  lie  secure  and 
be  able  to  pass  each  other  at  any  stage  of  the  tide.  Here  it  now  averages 
1  foot  bare  at  mean  low-water,  and  it  is  recommended  that  the  basin  be 
excavated  to  a  depth  of  8  feet  at  mean  low-water,  for  an  area  of  12,500 
square  yar^s,  which  would  require  about  45,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging 
in  addition  to  that  called  for  in  the  estimjate  submitted  in  February, 
1874.  With  this  modification  in  the  project,  the  following  estimate  is 
submitted  for  completing  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  30,000  cubic  yards  of  dredging  for  completing  channel  as  per  original 

estimate,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard ^,000  00 

52.  45,000  cnbic  yards  additional  for  basin,  at  30  cents  per  cubic  yard 13,500  00 

3.  For  continuing  the  works  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  Long 

Beach 3,500  00 

Adding  for  contingencies,  say 4,000  00 

Total 30,000  00 

The  amount  of  revenue,  commerce,  and  navigation  for  this  port  is 
«hown  in  the  accompanying  letter  of  the  United  States  collector  of 
customs. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $327  42 

July  1,  ]tf77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 233  50 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 93  92 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  30, 000  00 


COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

CusTOM-HousE,  Plymouth,  Mass., 

Collector's  Office^  July  10,  1877.  ' 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lUh  ultimo, 
and  in  answer  beg  leave  to  inform  yon  that  during  tlie  year  ending  December  31, 1876, 
the  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  the  port  of  Plymouth  was  $16,478.83. 

Amount  of  domestic  merchandise  exported  to  foreign  ports $14, 750  00 

And  dqring  the  same  period  the  entrances  and  clearances,  foreign,  were 6  vessels. 

The  number  of  arrivals,  coastwise,  at  this  port  consisted  of — 

47  cargoes  of  coal,  amounting  to 10,152  tons. 

23  cargoes  of  iron,  amounting  to 2, 103  tons. 

1  cargo  of  sand,  amounting  to 175  tons. 

16  cargoes  of  lumber,  amounting  to 2,225,000  feet. 

13  cargoes  of  salt,  amounting  to : 560, 900  pounds 

22,esael»f„>mtheGraodBaokfiBheriea.ith;  Ji^,^^;:;"^^^^^^^^^^  »1;^0  ^ 

7  vessels  from  the  Bay  fisheries  with  4,980  barrels  mackerel,  value 39, 470  00 

4  vessels  from  the  lobster-fisheries  with  129,000  lobsters,  value 7, 740  00 

Total  valueof  fisheries 121,585  00 

Besides  the  above,  there  were  sundry  cargoes  of  nails,  hollow  ware,  hoops,  staves, 
barrels,  hay,  and  other  commodities  to  and  from  Plymouth,  coastwise,  in  our  regular 
packets,  not  enumerated  therein. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Loring, 

Co  f  lector, 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen,  George  Thom, 

Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers,  U,  S,  A. 
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A  14. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  PROVINCETOWN  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  following^  amounts  have  been  allotted  to  and  appropriated  for  the 
preservation  of  this  harbor  since  the  resumption  of  work  on  rivers  and 
harbors  in  1866,  viz : 

Amount  allotted  in  1866  from  appropriation  made  for  harbors  on  the  At- 
lantic coast |15, 000  00 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  Jnne23,  1866. 43,068  44 

Amount  allotted  underact  of  April  10,  1869 9,000  00« 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1871 ^ 6,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  June  10,  1872 5,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1873 6,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  June  23,  1874 6,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  March  3,  1875 5,000  OO 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  August  14,1876 4,000  00 

Total 99.068  44 

Under  the  above  appropriations,  the  following  work  has  been  done  to 
date  for  the  preservation  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  Bulk-heads  and  jetties  of  various  descriptions  have  been  built  from 
time  to  time  along  Beach  Point,  for  its  preservation  and  protection^ 
both  by  the  United  States  Government  and  by  the  local  authorities. 

2.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
across  the  outlet  of  East  Harbor  Creek. 

3.  A  dike  was  built  in  1868  and  1869  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment across  East  Harbor  Creek  at  the  Wading  Place,  near  High  Head, 
about  2  miles  above  the  outlet  of  the  creek.  ♦ 

4.  Wooden  bulk-heads  and  jetties  have  been  built  at  different  timea 
for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  beach  on  Long  Point. 

5.  A  stone  bulk-head  has  been  nearly  completed  for  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  the  outer  end  of  Long  Point,  the  light-house,  and 
Three- gun  Battery. 

6.  A  substantial  dike  (272  feet  in  length]  was  built  in  1871-72  across 
the  head  of  Lancey's  Harbor,  near  Abel  Hill. 

7.  Beach-grass  planted  on  Beach  Point,  Long  Point,  Abel  Hill,  Cove 
Section,  and  Obliqued  Section,  and  at  the  last  two  places  brush  has  also 
been  laid  for  their  further  protection. 

8.  The  projected  extension  of  the  several  jetties  on  Beach  Point  and 
State  Dike  has  been  completed. 

9.  A  bulkhead  and  six  jetties  built  for  the  preservation  and  protec- 
tion of  the  beach  at  Cove  Section,  near  High  Head,  were  encroached 
npon  by  the  extraordinary  gales  of  November,  1873,  and  January,  1874. 
This  bulkhead  is  607  feet  in  length,  and  the  jetties  have  an  aggregate 
length  of  126  feet.  They  consist  of  a  frame- work  filled  with  brush  and 
ballasted  with  stone*  and  were  completed  in  December,  1874. 

10.  Accnrate  resurveys  made  in  1871, 1872, 1873, 1874,  and  1876  of  Cove 
Section,  Oblique  Section,  Beach  Point,  and  Long  Point,  together  with 
elaborate  soundings  and  current-observaiions  in  the  inner  harbor. 

The  resurveys  made  of  Cove  Section  in  August,  1875,  showed  that 
since  the  completion  of  the  bulkhead  and  jetties  in  December,  1874,  the 
sand  had  accumulated  in  front  of  those  works  to  so  great  an  extent  that 
the  beach  had  been  raised  4  feet,  on  an  average,  between  the  works  and 
the  crest  of  1874,  and  that  outside  the  crest  of  1874  the  sand  had  accu- 
mulated to  an  increased  height  of  11  feet,  throwing  outward  the  high 
and  low  water  lines  respectively  90  feet  and  105  feet  since  1874.  A  re- 
cent inspection  of  the  work  showed  continued  improvement  to  such  an 
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extent  that  it  is  believed  that  this  weak  portion  of  the  beach  is  now  se- 
cure against  further  encroachment  by  storms.  These  works,  however, 
as  well  as  the  dikes  at  High  Head  and  Abel  Hill,  and  others  btlilt  for 
the  preservation  of  this  harbor,  require  continuous  watching  and  re- 
pairs. The  stone  bulkhead,  also,  on  the  extremity  of  Long  Point  is  now 
being  extended  farther  up  the  beach  as  well  as  around  the  extremity  of 
the  point,  to  insure  its  preservation,  as  well  as  that  of  the  light-house 
upon  it.  The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  remaining 
to  be  done  for  completing  the  projected  improvement  of  this  harbor,  viz : 

1.  Raising  and  extending  tbe  stone  bulkhead  for  the  protection  and  pres- 

ervation of  Long  Point,  near  the  light-house,  and  Three-gun  Battery, 

in  completion  of  sanae $3,112  00 

2.  Repairs  of  bnlkhead  and  jetties  on  Beach  Point  and  Cove  Section 250  00 

3.  Repairs  of  dikes  at  High  Head  and  Abel  HiU 250  00 

4.  Planting  beach-grass  for  preserving  and  strengthening  the  outer  beach..  600  00 
Adding  for  contingencies «...        958  67 

Total 4,170  67 

Amount  available  July  1, 1877 3,170  67 

Additional  amount  required  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 1, 000  00 

In  regard  to  the  estimates  for  the  work  done  for  the  preservation  of 
this  harbor,  they  appear  to  have  generally  agreed  with  the  amounts  that 
have  been  appropriated  and  expended  therefor.  Much  of  the  work, 
however,  has  been  for  repairs  and  extensions  not  foreseen,  bat  absolutely 
necessary  to  be  made  as  they  occurred,  for  which  no  previous  estimates 
could  be  made. 

Up^er  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  proposals  were  invited 
for  furnishing  large  quarry-grout  and  small  rounded  bowlders  for  the 
bulkhead  on  Long  Point,  and  in  response  thereto  six  bids  were  received 
for  each;  and  contracts  have  been  made  with  the  lowest  bidders,  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

1.  With  Mr.  Alpheus  C.  Peirce,  of  Eockport,  Mass.,  for  1,000  tons, 
more  or  less,  of  large  quarry-grout,  at  $1.59  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds, 
the  same  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  loth  of  August,  1877  ;  and 

2.  With  Mr.  Isaac  A.  Sylvester,  of  Quincy,  Mass.,  for  700  tons,  more 
or  less,  of  small  rounded  bowlders,  at  $1.48  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds, 
the  same  to  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  30th  of  August,  1877. 

Under  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Peirce,  558^  tons  of  large  stone 
have  been  furnished  up  to  the  1st  of  July. 

Some  beach-grass  has  also  been  planted  on  the  outer  beach,  at  Cove 
Section. 

Provincetown,  in  which  the  above- described  works  are  situated,  is  a  port  of  entry 
within  the  collection  district  of  Barnstable,  Mass. 

The  following  information  in  regard  to  the  revenue  and  commerce  of 
this  port  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1876,  has  been  furnished  by 
the  United  States  collector  of  customs  at  that  place,  viz : 

Amoant  of  revenue  collected  for  the  year $2, 081  29 

Amount  of  exports 12,071  00 

Ainonnt  of  imports 4,739  00 

Number  of  arrivals  aud  departures  of  vessels,  about 11, 300 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  and  contracts  made  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  arc  hereto  appended. 
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Money  statement, 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amount  available $496  07 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 4, 000  00 


July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year. 
July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 


437  40 

388  00 


$4,496  07 


1,325  40 


July  1, 1877,  amount  available 3,170  €7 


Amount  (estimated)  required  fur  completion  of  existing  project 1, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. . .     1, 000  00 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  May  26,  1877,  for  furnishing  ruhhle-stone  for  the  bulkhead  on 
Long  Poinij  Frovincetown  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 


i 


Bidders. 


Beaideuce. 


Price  per  too  of 

8,240  poauds. 

^ 

-g 

0^ 

P 

f  1  59 

f  1  69 

I  6d 

1  4d 

1  75 

1  75 

1  85 

1  85 

1  95 

1  75 

S28 

3  29 

AIpheuB  C  Pelroe  . . 
Isaac  A.  Sylvester . . 
Oharles  T.  Derry  . . . 
Charles  H.  Bragdon. 

Isaac  Hamilton , 

Francis  Locke , 


Rockport,  Mass . . . 

Qaincy,  Mass 

Snaron,  Masa 

Biddeford.  Me.... 

Portland,  Me 

Gloucester,  Mass  . 


Abstract  of  contracts  made  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  for  the  improvement 
of  Frovincetovm  Harbor,  Massachusetts, 


• 

1 

•5 

Contractors. 

Nature  and  location  of  w:rk. 

vm. 

May   3i 
Jane    4 

FOR  BULKHEAD  ON  LONG  POINT. 

Alphens  C.  Peirce,  Kockport.  Masa . . .    1,000  tons,  more  or  leaa,  large  quarry -gront. . 
Isaac  A.  Sylvester,  Quiucy,  Mass 700  tons,  more  or  lesa,  amall  rounded  bowldera 

tl  S9 
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ANNUAL  EBPORT   OP    MAJOR  G.  K.   WARREN,  CORPS  OP 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1877. 

Engineer  Office  United  States  Aemy, 

Newport^  B.  J.,  July  2, 1877. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  annaal  reports 
of  improvements  and  surveys  of  rivers  and  harbors  nnder  ray  charge 
for  the  past  fiscal  year. 

The  improvements  are  thirteen  in  number.  Of  these,  appropriations 
are  asked  for  in  but  five  places  in  order  to  complete  the  works  already 
begun,  or  to  make  what  has  been  done  of  benefit.  Of  these  latter, 
Hyannis  Harbor  ($10,000)  and  Taunton  River  ($5,000)  are  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Removing  Bulkhead  Rock,  ($5,000,)  is  in  Rhode  Island ; 
Little  Narragansett  Bay,  ($23,000,)  is  between  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut ;  and  Saybrook  Bar,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
($45,000,)  is  in  Connecticut. 

The  improvement  of  Hyannis  Harbor  is  to  secure  permanence  to  what 
baM  been  done,  which  is  to  make  it  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  general 
coasting-trade  passing  Monomoy  and  Cape  Cod.  That  of  Taunton 
River  is  local  to  the  business  of  that  stream,  and  is  to  insure  9  feet 
draught  at  high-water  up  to  Taunton.  Bulkhead  Rock  is  a  danger  to 
large  vessels  bound  to  Providence,  R.  I.  Little  Narragansett  Bay  is 
shoal,  and  the  proposed  improvement  is  to  dredge  a  channel  through  it 
to  facilitate  business  upon  Pawcatuck  River,  which  has  been  already 
improved  by  the  United  States,  and  also  to  facilitate  communication 
between  Stonington  and  the  summer-resort  at  Watch  Hill.  That  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  River  is  for  the  benefit  of  commerce  along 
its  entire  valley,  and  if  carried  as  it  may  be,  to  furnish  a  harbor  of 
refuge  for  the  general  coasting-trade. 

The  improvement  of  a  river  and  harbor  is  in  these  reports  considered 
closed  when  the  works  of  improvement  planned  under  previous  author- 
ity of  Congress  are  completed. 

The  improvement  itsdf  cannot  be  considered  complete.  As  soon  as 
facilities  for  vessels  of  a  given  draught  are  secured,  larger  ones  begin 
to  seek  the  new  channel  or  harbor  and  new  demands  are  made,  and 
though  I  know  this  to  be  the  case  in  many  places,  I  have  thought  it 
was  not  my  duty,  but  that  of  those  interested,  to  ask  for  further  appro- 
priations for  additional  facilities. 

The  harbor  at  Block  Island  is  a  notable  instance  of  this  kind.  There 
the  breakwater  designed  for  local  purposes  is  demonstrating  the  impor- 
tance of  extending  the  work  so  as  to  make  a  harbor  for  the  purposes  of 
general  commerce. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  under  my  charge,  except,  perhaps, 
the  breakwater  at  Hyannis,  Mass.,  which  has  not  been  largely  local  in 
its  benefits,  benefiting  the  public  mainly  in  facilitating  dealings  with 
that  locality.  These  improvements,  however,  have  commonly  been  of 
an  inexpensive  character,  and  so  distributed  as  to  bcome,  as  a  system, 
public. 

13  e 
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There  is,  however,  a  class  of  works,  mere  harbors  of  refape,  needed 
along  this  coast,  which  are  in  no  sense  local  and  of  no  special  benefit  to 
the  locality  where  placed.  They  correspond  to  the  first-class  light-house 
on  our  ocean  headlands, *or  to  the  removal  of  such  obstructions  as  the 
rocks  at  Hell  Gate,  or  to  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Several  such  first-class  artificial  harbors  contiguous  to  the  course  of 
the  great  stream  of  coastwise  commerce  are  needed,  and  it  seems  to  me 
most  desirable  that  Congress  should  authorize  a  board  of  engineer^  to 
consider  and  report  upon  this  subject  for  the  Atlantic  coast. 

I  make  this  suggestion  because  of  its  public  importance,  and  for  the 
further  reason  that  it  cannot  originate  from  local  interest  as  the  other 
works  generally  do. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  Warren, 
Major  of  Engineers^  BvU  Maj.  Oen^j  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphrets, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8.  A.  . 


B  I. 

HYANNIS  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  history  of  the  improvement  in  this  harbor,  the  condition  of  the 
breakwater,  and  the  necessity  for  further  appropriation  to  complete  the 
repairs,  are  given  in  my  report  for  1875.  (See  report  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  pp.  266^268.) 

ISothinghas  been  done  during  the  fiscal  year  because  of  the  small 
amount  of  money  available.  The  work  does  not  appear  to  have  sus- 
tained any  notable  injury  during  the  year,  but  it  needs  strengthening  at 
the  base,  and  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  a  further  appropriation  is  required. 
The  estimate  for  repairs  made  by  me  in  1874=  was  $26,000— K)f  this,  but 
$15,000  have  been  appropriated. 

The  light-hoase  shoald  be  rebuilt  and  placed  on  the  east  end  of  the  breakwater,  aa 
has  been  suggested  in  previous  reports. 

Hyannis  is  in  the  Barnstable  collection-district.  Barnstable  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  in  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  is  not 
known  to  this  office. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1876,  amount  available }42  94 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 42  94 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  10, 000  00 


B   2. 

WAEEHAM  HARBOR.  MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  survey  of  this  harbor  was  made  in  1871,  and  a  plan  of  improvement, 
including  the  removal  of  a  ledge  and  bowlders  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Weweantic  Kiver,  with  estimate  of  cost,  was  submitted  in  December  of 
that  year  by  General  George  Thom,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineers. 

This  plan  of  improvement  was  for  a  channel  250  feet  in  width  through 
Quahaug  Bar  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  requiring  the  removal 
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of  41,260  cubic  ynrds;  and  also  the  widening  and  straightening  of  the 
channel  below  the  Franconia  Iron  Works,  requiring  the  removal  of 
45,300  cubic  yards.  The  total  of  86,560  yards  was  estimated  to  cost,  at 
the  rate  of  45  cents  per  cubic  yard — 

86,560  cubic  yards,  at  45  cents $38,D52 

Contingencies 3,048 

Remonug  ledge  and  bowlders  at  Weweantic... 3,000 

Total 45,000 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1872,  $10,000  was  appropriated 
for  this  work.    The  work  came  under  my  charge  June  30, 1872. 

A  contract  for  dredging  at  34J  cents'  per  cubic  yard  was  made  after 
duly  advertising  for  proposals.  Congress  by  act  apt)roved  March  3, 
1873,  appropriated  $10,000  for  continuing  the  improvement.  Aeon- 
tract  for  continuing  the  work  was  made  under  this  appropriation  at  36 J 
cents  per  cubic  yard.    Under  these  contracts  there  was  removed : 

Cable  yards. 

AtQoahangBar 21,862 

At  Upper  Bar  and  up  to  the  wharves 24,901 

Total 46,763 

Also,  one  bowlder  weighing  about  28  tons. 

During  the  progress  of  this  improvement  another  survey  was  made 
of  the  harbor,  from  which  a  revised  estimate  was  submitted.  The  re- 
port upon  this  survey  is  printed  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1874,  pp.  216-220. 

The  amount  of  this  revised  estimate  was  $20,000  in  addition  to  what 
had  already  been  expended ;  it  called  for  the  removal  of  41,186  cubic 
yards  from  diflferent  parts  of  the  channel,  and  for  the  removal  of  rocks 
to  the  amount  of  $3,000  at  "  Four  Buoys,''  near  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor,  although  this  place  had  not  been  included  in  our  surveys. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874,  $10,000  was  appropriated. 
A  contract  was  made  for  continuing  the  improvement  at  20  cents  per 
cubic  yard,  under  which  43,514  cubic  yards  were  removed.  By  act  of 
Congress  approved  March  3, 1875,  $10,000  were  appropriated  for  this 
work.  A  contract  was  made  at  the  rate  of  20  cents  per  cubic  yard. 
Under  this  contract  33,397  cubic  yards  were  removed. 

The  whole  quantity  dredged  in  this  harbor  has  been  : 

Cabio  yards. 

Up  to  1874 46,763 

In  1875 43,514 

In  1876 , 33,397 

Total 123,674 

This  quantity  is  nearly  50  per  cent,  more  than  was  estimated  for, 
which  we  were  enabled  to  do  on  account  of  the  price  per  yard  being 
less  than  estimated.  The  channel  made  is  from  250  to  300  feet  wide  and 
10  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water  from  Long  Beach  at  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor,  up  to  the  upper  bar;  thence  to  the  bridge  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  harbor  it  is  from  100  to  300  feet  in  width  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean 
low- water. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  a  survey  was  made  at  the  **  Four  Baoys," 
where  the  channel  into  the  harbor  i)asses  near  a  rocky  point,  which  lies 
about  4,000  feet  outside  of  Long  Beach.  The  channel  here  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  600  feet  is  about  200  feet  in  width,  with  a  depth  of  from 
13  to  15  feet  at  mean  low-water.    On  either  side  of  this  channel  are 
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nameroas  bowlders  of  varying  sizes,  lying  on  the  bottom,  the  removal 
of  which  would  be  attended  with  an  expense  far  in  excess  of  the  bene- 
fit to  be  derived. 

We  could  not  learn  that  any  vessel  had  ever  struck  them  to  cause 
any  great  damage  to  themselves.  The  channel  through  this  reef  is 
marked  by  four  buoys,  two  at  each  end.  A  straight  line  drawn  between 
the  two  buoys  on  the  left  side  of  the  channel  would  leave  some  bowlders 
on  the  channel  side,  but  as  neither  the  flood  nor  the  ebb  tide  sets  on 
this  point,  it  is  not  regarded  as  an  important  matter.  The  pilots  say 
"  we  always  give  the  black  buoys  a  good  berth  coming  in,"  and  there- 
fore they  have  not  struck  the  rocks  outside  of  the  line.  Above  and  be- 
low the  "  Four  Buoys  "  there  is  a  good  ''  beating''  channel.  A  map  ac- 
companies this  report,  showing  the  improvement  and  the  channel  at 
**  Four  Buoys.'' 

The  formation  of  Quahaug  Bar,  just  inside  of  Long  Beach,  is  by  some 
people  attributed  to  the  sand  carried  over  the  beach  in  storms  from  the 
shoal  outside.  While  this  may  not  be  the  sole  cause  of  the  bar,  there 
is  a  large  amount  of  sand  deposited  there  from  this  source.  To  prevent 
this,  it  is  proposed  to  use  the  available  funds  in  building  a  brush  fence 
along  the  beach,  weighting  it  with  stone  found  above  low -water  outside 
of  the  beach.  This  fence  is  designed  to  raise  the  bea^h  above  high- 
water,  and  by  arresting  this  sand  to  hold  it  there  permanently. 

This  improvement  will  then  be  completed,  and  no  further  appropria- 
tion is  needed,  unless  a  greater  capacity  of  harbor  shall  be  required  than 
when  the  plan  was  adopted. 

Wareham  is  a  port  of  deli7ery.  It  is  in  the  New  Bedford  collectioD-districti  aii4 
New  Bedford  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  ther^ 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  was  |9,710.04. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ^,024  7« 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4^967  04 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,057  74 


B3. 

NEW  BEDFORD  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  survey  upon  which  the  plan  and  estimate  for  the  improvements 
were  based  was  made  in  the  summer  of  1874,  and  the  report  submitted 
November  30, 1874.  This  was  printed  as  part  of  H.  Ex.  Doc.  75,  Part 
III,  Forty-third  Congress,  second  session,  and  in  the  Annual  Beport  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  Part  II,  pp.  283-285. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  3, 1875,  a  channel  105  feet  wide  and  15  feet  deep  at  mean  low- 
water  was  made  from  the  deep  water  near  Fair  Haven  wharves  to  the 
deep  water  at  the  New  Bedford  wharves.  The  line  of  the  new  channel 
was  slightly  changed  from  the  first  design  to  get  better  ranges. 

The  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
August  14, 1876,  was  not  made  available  until  April  30, 1877.  Adver- 
tisement inviting  proposals  was  made  May  8, 1877,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June  the  following  were  received : 
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Ahatrad  of  proposals  recdved  at  the  Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army,  Newport,  Rhode 
Island,  June  8, 1877,  at  10  a.  m.,  for  dredging  in  New  Bedford  Harbor,  Massachusetts, 


Karae  and  addreu  of  bidder. 


VF.  H.  Molthrop,  Kew  London,  Conn  ..... 
H.  N.  &  A.  «r.  Beardslev,  Bridgeport,  Cons 

T.CJeflferB,  Albany,  Jr.  Y 

Morris  F.  firainard,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Providenoe  Dredging  Co.,  Providenoo,  B.  I 

John  H.  Fenner,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Moirlfl  Sc  Cnmings  Dredging  Co.,  Kew 

York  City. 
William  FUnnery,  New  York  City 


Centi. 

Hi 

13 

131 

15 

17 

20 

S3 


Commence — 


"  Soon  as  required 

August  1 

June  90 

Julyl 

June  80 

June  30 

June  20 


«  1 

a-E 

Complete— 

5  >» 

^a 

if 

^. 

November  30  . . . 

81,805 

December  1 

78,260 

November  30  . . . 

09,231 

November  30... 

64,864 

November  30  . . . 

60,000 

November 30  ... 

52.941 

November  30... 

45,000 

November  30... 

39,130 

The  contract  was  awarded  to  William  H.  Molthrop,  of  New  London,  Conn. 

In  my  last  annual  report  on  this  work  I  recommended  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $4,000,  to  complete  the  improvement  in  accordance 
with  the  original  plan  and  estimate.  The  low  price  at  which  the  work 
has  been  contracted  for  this  year  will,  it  is  thought,  enable  us  to  com- 
plete the  improvement  with  the  present  appropriation. 

New  Bedford  is  in  the  New  Bedford  collection-district,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The 
amount  of  revenue  collected  there  in  the  fiscal  year  endinir  June  30,  1876,  was 
$9,710.04. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $73  87 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

10,073  87 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year... 419  27 

J«ly  1, 1R77,  amoant  available 9,654  60 


B  4. 

TAUNTON  KIVER,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  only  work  done  on  this  improvement  since  the  end  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  has  been  the  removal  of  93.18  cubic  yards  of  rock  from  Peter's 
Point  and  the  "  Nook.'' 

To  make  the  channel  so  as  to  allow  vessels  of  9  feet  draught  to  reach 
Taunton  at  high-water  without  difficulty  will  require  the  dredging  of  a 
aand-bar  above  Berkley  Bridge,  and  the  removal  of  isolated  bowlders 
between  the ^^ Needles"  and  Wickamount.  The  least  width  in  the  cuts 
is  60  feet. 

Sixty  thousand  dollars  have  been  appropriated  and  spent  for  this 
river.  The  $5,000  now  asked  for  is  an  increase  above  my  former  esti- 
mate for  accomplishing  the  object  intended,  owing  to  the  discovery  of 
more  obstructionjs. 

A  history  of  this  improvement  may  be  found  in  Annual  Beport  of 
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Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  Part  I,  pp.  205, 206,  and  in  Annual  Report 
for  1875,  Part  11,  p.  285. 

Tannton  is  in  the  Fall  River  collection-district,  and  that  place  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  dnrinf^  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1S76,  was  $6,372.35.    The  business  done  in  Taunton  River  is  large. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available -' $1,205  90 

July  1;  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,104  97 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 100  93 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     5, 000  00 


B5. 

FALL  RIVER  HARBOR,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  amount  available  for  this  work 
was  $597.55.  By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1876,  $10,000 
was  appropriated  for  it.  This  appropriation  was  not  made  available 
until  April  30, 1877. 

Advertisements  inviting  proposals  were  issued  May  8,  and  on  June  8 
the  following  were  received: 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  at  the  Engineer  Office,  United  States  Armlfy  Newport j  Ehode 
Islandf  June  8,  1877,  at  10  a.  m.,  for  dredging  in  Fall  Biver  Harbor,  Massachusetts. 


■§ 

1 

« 

1 

i 

Name  and  address  of  bidder. 

'9  m 

H 
It 

s 

a 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Ik 

i 

r 

J2i 

^ 

18  40 

^ 

o 

O 

s 

1 

J.  H.  Fenner,  Albany,  N.  T 

10  55 

.707 

JnneSO 

Nov.  30 

12.T89A 

2 

William  Flannery,  New  York  City 

73 

8  50 

.8654 

Jane  SO 

Nov.  30 

10, 167 

3 

WillUm   H.   Malthrop.  New  London, 
Conn. 

93 

93 

.93 

Soon  as 
required. 

Nov.  30 

9,677 

4 

Morria  &>  Cnminm  Dredsinff  Company, 

New  York  City.* 
Morris  F.  Brainard,  Albany,  N.  Y 

98 

98 

.98 

June  20 

Nov.  30 

9,183} 

5 

75 

13  00 

.9950 

July    1 

Nov.  30 

9.04« 

a 

T.  0.  Jeffem,  Albanv,  N.  Y 

1  50 

700 

1.61 

June  20 

Nov.  30 

5,590 

*  Provided  bowlders  do  not  exceed  2  per  oenL 

A  contract  has  been  made  ^ith  the  lowest  bidder,  John  H.  Feuner,  of  Albany,  N.  T. 

In  the  plan  submitted  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  in  report 
dated  December  31, 1873,  (see  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1874,  pp.  284-286,  Part  II,)  the  estimated  cost  was  845,000,  and 
$30,000  has  been  appropriated. 

The  prices  at  which  the  work  has  been  done  have  been  so  mnch  les8 
than  estimated  that  the  funds  now  available  will  complete  the  improve- 
ment as  designed,  should  the  bowlders  not  be  more  numerons  than  they 
have  been  in  the  part  of  the  channel  already  deepened.  The  improve- 
ment designed  was  to  make  a  channel  to  and  along  the  wharves  12  feet 
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deep  at  mean  low-water,  the  mean  tide  being  4  feet.  This  channel  is  to 
be  about  100  feet  wide  in  the  middle,  widening  to  300  feet  at  each  end. 
Before  it  was  began  the  depth  varied  from  5  to  12  feet. 

Fall  River  is  in  the  Fall  River  collection-district,  and  is  a  port  of  entry. 
The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  eodinff  June  30, 1876, 
was  ^6,372.25. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount'  available $597  55 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10  597  55 
Joly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year... 341  08 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available .^ 10,256  47 


B  6. 

PAWTUCKET  OR  SEEKONK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

'So  work  has  been  done  in  this  river  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The 
remainder  of  the  last  appropriation  is  reserved  to  deepen  certain  shoals, 
which  are  reforming,  or  for  the  removal  of  any  accidental  obstrnction 
wliich  may  take  place. 

For  a  history  of  this  work  see  Annaal  Reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers for  1874,  Part  II,  p.  227,  and  for  1876,  Part  I,  p.  207. 

Pawtucket  River  is  in  the  Providence  collection-district,  and  that  place  is  the  near- 
est port  of  entry. 

The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876, 
was  9182, 352.57. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $1,594  61 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 83  33 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available 1,511  28 


B7. 

BULKHEAD  ROCK,  PROVIDENCE  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  removal  of  the  rock  to  18  feet  depth  at  mean  low- water  is  of  im- 
portaDce  to  vessels  entering  or  leaving  the  harbor  of  Providence. 

Under  the  appropriation  of  $2,500  made  in  1870  it  was  removed  to  14 
feet  at  mean  low-water,  bat  this  depth  is  not  enongh. 

Providence  River  is  in  the  Providence  oollection-district.  Providence  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1876,  was  lJ182,352.57. 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available 1^4  98 

Joly  1, 1877,  amount  available 74  98 

Amonnt  (esti mated ;  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  5, 000  00 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


200  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS 

B  8. 
NEWPORT  HARBOR,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

Tbe  improvement  of  this  harbor  was  essentially  completed  last  year 
as  far  as  designed.  (See  Annaal  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1873,  pp.  964-967.) 

The  small  amount  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  had 
been  reserved  for  contingencies,  and  with  it  we,  assisted  by  the  naval 
officers  at  the  United  States  torpedo-station  and  by  the  Old  Colony 
Steamboat  Company,  removed  a  large  bowlder  from  the  channel  be- 
tween the  sonth  end  of  Goat  Island  and  Lime  Bock  light.  This  bowlder 
had  bat  11  feet  on  it  at  mean  low-water,  and  in  extraordinary  low  ran 
of  tides  not  more  than  9  feet. 

The  steamboats  have  occasionally  stmck  something  in  coming  into  the 
harbor,  bat  it  being  at  night  and  the  vessel  never  sticking,  the  location  of 
the  obstruction  and  its  nature  had  been  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Last 
winter  the  large  steamboat  Bristol,  in  entering  the  harbor  at  time  of  very 
low  water,  struck  on  it  so  hard  as  to  tear  off  a  large  amount  of  copper.  The 
divers  employed  to  examine  her  bottom  reported  that  she  must  have 
struck  a  rock  or  an  anchor.  We  then  swept  this  part  of  the  channel  with 
two  boats  and  a  weighted  line  between  them.  This  line  after  repeated 
trials  caught,  and  a  diver  was  sent  down,  and  reported  a  bowlder  about 
12  feet  by  13  feet,  and  5  feet  above  the  bed.  He  brought  up  several 
pieces  of  copper  similar  to  that  on  the  Bristol.  The  rock  was  then 
shaken  to  pieces  with  charges  of  dynamite  by  Prof.  W.  N.  Hill,  of  the 
torpedo  station.  The  pieces  were  raised  so  as  to  leave  a  depth  of  15 
feet  at  mean  low-water.  In  sweeping  for  this  rock  a  can-buoy  was 
found,  which  was  raised  and  returned  to  the  Light-House  Department. 

Another  large  bowlder,*  having  but  9  feet  on  it  at  mean  low- water, 
where  the  depth  around  it  was  11  feet,  was  removed  from  the  inner  har- 
bor. This  rock  had  to  be  broken  with  dynamite,  like  the  other,  before 
the  schooner  employed  could  raise  it 

The  improvement  of  this  harbor  has  been  made  by  dredging  a  channel 
along  the  new  harbor-line,  with  an  approach  250  feet  wide  in  the  mid- 
dle part,  and  one  50  feet  wide  at  tbe  north  side.  Along  the  harbor- 
line  the  width  varies  from  85  to  105  feet,  and  the  depth  £om  12  feet  in 
the  middle  portions  to  10  feet  at  the  ends.  Wharf-owners  have  now 
the  opportunity  of  dredging  from  the  new  channel  in  to  their  wharves, 
or  extending  the  latter  out  to  the  channel.  A  jetty  was  also  built  at 
the  south  end  of  Goat  Island,  which  has  served  effectually  to  prevent 
the  shore-sands  and  gravel  from  drifting  into  the  inner  harbor. 

No  further  improvement  of  the  harbor  is  needed  at  present  for  its 
local  business,  eicept  what  should  be  done  by  private  parties. 

The  whole  outer  shore  of  Goat  Island  should,  however,  be  protected 
by  short  jetties  or  by  a  sea-wall. 

Newport  is  in  the  Newport  ooUection  district,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The  amount 
of  revenue  collected  dnrinj;  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $258.20. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $954  06 

July  1,1877, amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 923  92 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 30  14 
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Bg. 

BLOCK  ISLAND  HARBOR,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  fiscal  year  the  amoant  of  funds  avail- 
able for  this  work  ($22,447.70)  was  too  small  to  commence  the  building 
of  the  detached  pier,  which,  unless  completed,  would  prove  a  dangerous 
obstruction. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  $40,000  was  appropri- 
ated, but  this  was  not  made  available  until  February  7, 1877. 

Advertisements  were  issued  February  22  inviting  proposals  for  fur- 
nishing granite  for  continuing  the  work.  On  the  22d  of  March  the  fol- 
lowing proposals  were  received : 

Abstract  of  proposals  received  at  the  engimer  office^  United  States  Army,  Nexcport,  Rhode 
Island,  Marth  22, 1877,  at  10  a.  m.,for  furnishing  riprap-granite  for  Block  Island  break- 
water. 


Name  aod  address  of  bidder. 


Patrick  Harriof^on  &,  Co.,  Groton,  CoDn 

Simeon  A.  Chapman  and  A.  D.  Cook,  Groton,  Conn. . 
F.  H.  Ingerson  and  W.  H.  Molthrop,  New  London, 
Conn. 

Francis  H.  Smith,  New  York  City* 

Ballon  &  Sylveeter,  Boston,  Mass 

Samuel  Dale  and  Levi  Moses,  Springfield,  Mass 

Beittie  &  Dresser,  Gnilford,  Conn 

D.V.  Howell  New  York  City  f 

Asa  C.  Palmer,  FayetteriUe,  N.  Y.t 

John  F.  Hamilton,  Portland,  Me.t 

Staples  &  Phillips,  Taunton.  Mass 

Clinton  Stephens.  New  York  City 

Swift  &  Linker,  Providence,  R.I. 

Etnilvon  Trentini.  New  York  City 

John  L.  Hopkins,  Vinal  Haven,  Me.t ■ 

Colby  Se,  Trumbull,  Lawrence,  Mas8.$ 


b 

p,o 

Commence— 

«0« 

•s« 

(U 

11  29 

May   1,1877 

1  43 

May  1.1877 

1  55 

Apr.  15, 1877 

1  69 

May  1,1877 

1  69 

May  1.1877 

1  69 

May  1.1877 

1  70 

May  1, 1877 

I  77 

May  1,1877 

1  88 

May  1.1877 

2  00 

May  1,1877 

2  08 

May  1,1877 

220 

May  1,1«77 

220 

May  l.lSn 

220 

May  1,1877 

290 

May  1,1877 

333 

May  1,1877 

Complete— 


I, 


Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 

Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Dec.  30. 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 


34,573 

31, 648 
29,032 

96.627 
26,627 
26,627 
26.470 
25.424 
23, 937 
22.500 
21,634 
20,454 
20,454 
20.454 
15,  517 
19.396 


■^  Guarantors'  signatures  not  witnessed, 
t  Signature  to  proposal  not  witnessed. 


:  Guaranty  not  properly  made  out. 

§  Received  at  10.50  a.  m. ;  not  considered. 


The  contract  was  awarded  to  Patrick  Harrington  &  Co.,  of  Groton, 
Conn.,  at  $1.29  per  ton.  They  commenced  work  in  May,  and  up  to  this 
date  have  placed  9,041.35  tons  in  the  main  work  and  in  the  detached 
piece. 

The  work  of  putting  in  stone  will  be  continued  through  the  season. 
Iq  addition  to  this  work,  it  is  proposed  to  employ  a  vessel  with  hoisting 
apparatus  and  divers  to  remove  bowlders  from  the  anchorage  sheltered 
by  the  breakwater. 

The  funds  now  available  are  thought  to  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
smaller  breakwater  designed  for  the  business  of  the  island. 

The  original  survey,  upon  which  estimates  were  made  for  this  work, 
was  made  under  direction  of  Ool.  D.  C.  Houston,  United  States  Engineers, 
in  1867. 

A  board  of  engineers  was  convened  under  date  of  February  18, 1868, 
to  report  plans  and  estimates  for  this  work.  Their  report  was  published 
as  Senate  Mis.  Doc.  Xo.  81,  Fortieth  Congress,  second  session. 

Estimates  were  made  by  this  board  for  three  breakwaters: 

First.  One  for  a  harbor  large  enough  for  a  shelter  for  the  largest 
vessels,  the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  about  $3,000,000. 
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Second.  A  breakwater  for  a  harbor  for  local  purposes,  to  extend  from 
the  shore  oat  500  feet  to  "5-foot  rock,"  to  cost  $372,000. 

Third.  A  breakwater  for  a  harbor  for  local  purposes,  to  extend  to  a 
point  300  feet  beyond  "Sfoot  rock,"  to  cost  $553,798. 

The  breakwaters  for  local  purposes,  estimated  for  by  this  board,  were 
to  be  of  riprap-stone*,  with  the  outer  or  seaward  slope  faced  with  stone 
of  from  2  to  5  tons  weight,  and  to  be  surmounted  by  a  parapet  or  wall 
of  cut  stone  above  low-water. 

The  work  of  construction  was  commenced  in  October,  1870,  by  throw- 
ing in  riprap-stone.  The  season's  work  demonstrated  that,  to  carry  oa 
this  work  cheaply,  shelter  must  be  had  for  vessels  engaged  on  the  work. 
This  was  done  by  building  a  timber-crib  in  the  shore-angle  of  the  break- 
water, inclosing  an  area  about  250  by  300  feet,  with  an  entrance  60  feet 
wide^  this  inclosure  was  dredged  to  7  feet  depth  at  mean  low- water. 
The  rise  of  the  tide  being  about  3.2  feet,  vessels  drawing  10  feet  can 
enter  this  basin  at  high-water. 

Instead  of  surmounting  the  breakwater  with  a  parapet  of  cut  stone, 
as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Engineers,  we  have  built  it  to  the  required 
height  with  riprap  or  quarry  stone,  thereby  effecting  a  considerable  sav- 
ing in  the  cost  of  the  work. 

The  present  condition  of  the  work  is  as  follows :  The  main  breakwater 
is  completed  to  a  point  500  feet  beyond  the  "5-foot  rock,"  and  1,325  feet 
from  the  south  side  of  the  inner  harbor  or  basing  this  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  about  50  feet  farther. 

The  detached  piece  was  commenced  at  a  point  200  feet  beyond,  and  on 
line  with  the  outer  end  of  the  main  work. 

The  detached  piece  makes  an  angle  of  15^  to  the  left  at  a  point  about 
50  feet  from  the  south  end,  and  an  additional  15^  at  a  point  100  feet 
from  the  south  end;  from  this  point  it  is  to  be  continued  in  a  straight 
line  as  far  a^  this  contract  for  stone  will  build  it.  The  present  length  of 
the  detached  pier  is  about  90  feet.  It  will  probably  be  about  250  feet 
in  length  on  completion  of  this  contract. 

The  following  a[)propriations  have  been  made  for  this  work  : 

July  1,1870 : .130,000 

March  3,  1871 75,000 

jQuelO,  1872 50,000 

March  3,1873 50,000 

June  23,  1874 20,000 

March  3,  1875 20,000 

August  14,  1876 40,000 

Total - $285,000 

In  justice  to  the  engineering  of  this  work,  it  should  be  considered 
finished,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  procuring  sufficient  shelter 
for  the  use  of  the  business  of  the  island.  More  shelter  has  been  secured, 
and  at  a  cost  much  less  than  estimated.  Like  all  such  works,  it  will  in 
time  need  repairs,  and  like  all  such  improvements,  too,  there  will  prob- 
ably be  a  need  of  extending  it,  for  it  has  become  the  resort  of  numbers 
of  fishing-vessels  not  connected  with  the  island,  and  they  sometimes 
quite  fill  the  harbor.  The  mackerel-fishermen  and  menhaden-fishermen 
would  at  times  fill  up  a  harbor  of  double  the  present  capacity,  and  it 
will  undoubtedly  be  sought  by  ordinary  coasters,  to  properly  accommo- 
date which  would  require  a  harbor  not  less  than  four  or  five  times  the 
present  capacity. 

The  increase  of  area  for  anchorage  can  probably  be  doubled  or  trebled 
by  removing  bowlders  and  dredging,  and  as  far  as  the  enlargement  can 
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be  made  in  this  way  it  is  probably  cheaper  than  by  extending  the  break- 
water. ,  * 

At  the  close  of  this  season's  work  it  is  proposed  to  sabmit  a  final  re- 
port, reviewing  the  sabject  in  detail,  and  giving  plans  and  estimates  of 
cost  of  meeting  the  probable  wants  of  the  future. 

Block  Island  is  in  the  Newport  colleotiou-distriot.  Newport  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876, 
was  $258.20. 

Money  statetnent, 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $22,447  70 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 40, 000  00 

$62, 447  7a 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 13, 136  W 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,332  67 

15.468  74 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available •> 46,978  96 


B  lo. 

PAWCATUCK  RIVER,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNECTICUT. 

The  projected  improvement  of  this  river,  viz,  a  channel  75  feet  wide 
and  5^  feet  deep,  was  completed  and  reported  on  in  my  last  annual  re- 
port, since  which  time  nothing  has  been  done.  The  small  balance  from 
the  last  appropriation  I  have  reserved  to  meet  any  contingency  that 
might  arise  from  the  sinking  of  a  vessel  or  other  obstruction  of  the 
channel.  A  history  of  the  improvement  of  this  river  is  given  in  Annual 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1876,  P*t  I,  pp.  210, 211. 

The  Pawcatnck  River  is  the  dividing  line  between  the  Stonington  and  Providenoe 
coUeotion-dlBtricts.  Stonington  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue 
collected  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $1,^4  at  Stonington,  and 
$182,352.57  at  Providence. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available •- ,/..-.  $176  37 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 74  40 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 101  97 


B  II. 

LITTLE  NARRAGANSETT  BAY,  RHODE  ISLAND  AND  CONNECTICUT. 

Congress,  by  act,  approved  March  3, 1875,  anthorized  a  survey  of  tbi» 
bay  to  be  made.  This  survey  was  made  by  me,  in  accordance  with  in- 
structions dated  March  22, 1875,  in  the  summer  of  1875,  and  reported 
on  under  date  of  November  30, 1875.  (See  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1876,  Part  I,  pp.  217-221.)  The  improvement  recommended  by  me 
iu  this  report  was  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  7^  feet  deep  at  mean  low- 
water,  to  be  located  along  the  north  shore  of  the  bay,  to  avoid  the 
danger  of  being  filled  by  shifting  sands,  and  to  give  good  sailing-ranges. 
This  channel  was  to  be  made  by  dredging.    In  addition  to  the  dredging 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


204 


REPORT   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


the  removal  of  some  rocks  was  ateo  recommended.  Congress,  by  act 
approved  August  14,  1876,  made  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  this 
improvement.  The  expenditure  of  this  money  was  not  authorized  until 
April  30, 1877. 

It  is  proposed  expending  this  appropriation  in  prosecuting  the  plan 
of  improvement  recommended ;  $3,500  to  be  spent  in  dredging  by  con- 
tract, and  $1,500  used  for  removing  rock,  to  be  done  by  hired  labor. 

Advertisement  for  proposals  was  made  dated  May  8, 1877,  for  dredg- 
ing. The  contract  was  awarded  to  W.  H.  Molthrop,  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  the  lowest  bidder  at  the  letting  June  8,  1877. 

The  following  abstract  shows  the  number  of  bids  received,  prices,  &c.: 

Abstrcust  of  proposals  received  at  the  Engineer  Office^  United  States  Army,  Neivport,  Uhode 
Island,  June  8,  1877,  a<  10  a.  m.jfor  dredging  in  Little  Narragansett  Bay^  Uhode  Island 
and  Connecticut, 


Name  and  address  of  bidder. 


2 


William  H.  Molthrop,  New  London, 

Conn. 
Morris  F.  Brainard,  Albany,  N.  Y 


3     John  H.  Fenner,  Albany,  N.  7 . 


si 


H 


10  30 

023 
0  25 


15  00 

li  00 
12  50 


iCommence— 


Complete — 


39.40 


44.54 
49.50 


Soon     as 

required.. 

July    1.... 

Jane  20 


Nov.  30, 1877 

Nov.  30, 1877 
Nov.  30, 1877 


n 


8,883i 

7,858^ 
7,070/o 


The  estimate  submitted  by  me  for  th^  entire  improvement,  $51,000, 
less  $5,000  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  leaves 
$46,000  requisite  to  complete  the  work.  One-half  of  this  amount  could 
be  advantageously  expended  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  as  this  amount 
with  that  already  appropriated  would  open  a  channel,  probably  100  feet 
wide,  that  could  be  used  by  vessels  navigating  the  Pawcatuck  Eiver, 
and  would  enable  them  to  more  fully  realize  the  benefits  of  the  improve- 
ment of  that  river  completed  by  the  General  Government  last  ye.ar. 

Little  Narragansett  Bay  is  the  dividiDg  line  between  the  Stonlngton  and  Providence 
districts.  Stoninfj^ton  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  was  $1,284  at  Stonlngton,  and  $182,352.57 
at  Providence. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 |5, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 5,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 46,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.  23, 000  00 


B  12. 

CONNECTICUT  RIVER.  BELOW  HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report  the  funds  were  too  small  to  un- 
dertake any  work  of  improvement.  The  water  in  the  river  became  very 
low  early  in  the  season  and  continued  so  until  the  fall  rains.  The  steam- 
boats plying  between  Hartford  and  New  York  began  to  have  trouble  at 
the  bars  early  in.  June,  and  on  the  26th  of  June  they  put  a  dredge  at 
work  at  Glastonbury  Bar  and  removed  4,850  cubic  yards.  They 
dredged  882  cubic  yards  at  the  Clay  Banks  Bar,  5,178  cubic  yards  at 
Hartford  Bar,  and  394  cubic  yards  at  Pistol  Point  Bar,  finishing  about 
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September  20.  The  channel  dredged  was  9  feet  deep  at  ordinary  low- 
water,  and  for  the  most  part  about  60  feet  in  width. 

This  work  was  done  by  the  steamboat  company,  trusting  to  remnner- 
ation  when  the  money  was  appropriated,  as  it  was  not  merely  for  their 
own  benefit,  but  for  the  general  navigation  of  the  river. 

I  could  not  promise  payment  for  this  work,  but  authorized  a  sufficient 
supervision  over  it  to  see  that  what  was  done  was  for  the  benefit  of  nav- 
igation, and  to  know  how  mdch  work  was  done. 

An  appropriation  of  $20,000  was  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
August  i4, 1876,  for  continuing  the  improvement.  The  approval  of  the 
project  for  carrying  on  the  improvement,  which  included  what  the  steam- 
boat company  had  done,  was  not  received  until  September  17,  about 
the  time  that  the  company  had  completed  the  work  of  dredging. 

Under  the  rulings,  no  portion  of  the  appropriation  could  be  used  to 
re-imburse  the  steamboat  company. 

During  October,  November,  and  December,  1876, 1,440  tons  of  stone 
were  used  in  repairing  the  west  jetty  at  places  where  the  stone  had  set- 
tled because  the  sand  had  been  washed  out  underneath  by  the  waves. 

Eleven  clusters  of  piles  were  driven  along  the  east  side,  and  one  at 
the  end  of  the  west  jetty,  in  October  and  November,  to  keep  vessels 
from  striking  the  stone-work. 

The  beacon  which  had  been  carried  away  by  a  schooner  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1876,  was  rebuilt  late  in  the  season,  and  again  carried  away  by 
the  steamer  City  of  Hartford  running  into  it  on  December  9,  1876. 
The  beacon  was  again  replaced,  but  by  a  temporary  one. 

The  steamboats  began  to  stick  on  the  bars  between  Hartford  and 
the  month  of  the  river  early  in  May,  1877.  Authority  was  asked  and 
granted  to  hire  a  dredge  to  work  on  these  bars  by  the  day  at  a  rat« 
not  to  exceed  $75,  and  one  put  to  work  June  1 }  during  the  month  she 
removed  3,617  cubic  yards  from  the  channel  at  Glastonbury,  making  a 
channel  30  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water. 

Complaint  was  made  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  Middletown, 
Conn.,  to  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  wreck  of  a  schooner  on 
Saybrook  Bar  was  a  serious  obstruction  to  navigation.  This  was 
referred  to  the  War  Department,  and  I  was  directed  to  report  upon  the 
same. 

In  my  report,  dated  May  2, 1  recommended  advertising  for  proposals 
to  remove  it.    After  being  fully  considered,  this  course  was  approved. 

Advertisements  inviting  proposals  for  removing  the  wreck  were  made 
May  28,  and  the  proposals  received  on  June  12,  as  follows: 

Ahatrcuyt  of  proposals  received  at  the  Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army,  Newporij  R.  /.,  at 
10  a.  w.,  June  12, 1877,  for  removing  wreck  of  schooner  E,  F.  Meanyfrom  Saybrook  Bar, 


Name  and  addreaa  of  bidder. 


h 

So 
i 


«s 


5 


Commence- 


Complete 


6.  W.  TovnaeDd,  Boaton,  Mam - 

G.  L.  &  H.  W.  Philips,  Quincy,  Mass 

MorriB  &  Comingii  DredKiDj;  Company,  New  York  City 
Francia  H.  Smith,  Nelir  York  City* 


$900  00 

1,050  OU 

1,350  00 

990  00 


Jnly  10,  lersr 

July    1,1877 

June  S3, 1877 

On  award  of 

contract. 


Aug.  15, 1877 
July  28, 1877 
June  30, 1877 


*  deceived  at  13  a.  m.,  two  hours  after  bids  were  opened. 
The  contract  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  Geo.  W.  Townsend,  of  Boston,  Mass 
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Work  was  commenced  on  June  19,  and  continued  during  tbe  month. 
The  complete  removal  will  probably  be  effected  early  in  July. 

The  di'edging  on  the  bars  between  Hartford  and  the  mouth  of  the 
river  will  probably  have  to  be  continued  through  July  and  August. 
There  will  then  be  about  $5,000  or  $6,000  available  for  this  work;  an 
amount  too  small  to  do  much  toward  completing  the  improvement  at 
the  month  of  the  river;  and  it  is  desirable,  to  reserve  it  to  remove  any 
other  obstruction  which  may  get  into  the  existing  channel,  such  as 
wrecks  or  shoals,  before  Congress  makes  additional  provisions. 

The  case  of  the  Connecticut  River  is  one  which  should  alVays  be 
provided  with  a  contingent  fund.  I  would  urgently  recommend  the 
granting  sit  once  of  a  sufficient  sum  to  complete  the  jetties  at  Saybrook 
Bar.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  tbe  east  jetty  may  have  to  be  extended 
upward  to  increase  the  flow  of  the  water  between  the  jetties,  and  it 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  a  layer  of  stone  across  the  river  to  the  east 
of  the  jetties. 

There  seems  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Connecticut  Elver,  owing  to  the  strong  littoral  current  produced  by  the 
tides  in  Long  Island  Sound,  is  specially  adapted  to  improvement  by 
means  of  jetties,  and  that  a  depth  at  mean  low- water  of  14  feet  may  be 
secured,  when  the  jetties  are  completed,  by  auxiliary  works,  to  throw 
more  water  between  them,  if  there  is  not  enough  as  at  present  designed. 

In  the  unfinished  condition,  however,  they  are  of  little  use.  It  seems 
to  be  a  case  whose  public  importance  justifies  a  very  liberal  expenditure, 
and  as  all  of  the  last  appropriation  of  $20,000  has  been  needed  elsewhere 
on  the  river  and  in  keeping  up  repairs  here,  I  have  renewed  my  former 
estimate  of  $45,000  for  Saybrook  Bar. 

The  Conneoticut  River  below  Hartford  is  in  the  Middletown  collection-district. 
Middletowu  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry. 

The  amount  of  money  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876, 
was  (19,956.14. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $165  42 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

20, 165  42 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 9,451  67 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 10,713  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  45, 000  00 


B  13. 

CONNECTICUT  RIVER  ABOVE  HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT,  AND  BELOW 
HOLYOKE,  MASSACHUSETTS. 

The  condition  of  the  river- has  been  such  as  to  require  no  expenditure 
for  improvements  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877.  If  any 
shoals  or  other  obstructions  should  give  trouble  to  such  vessels  as  can 
pass  the  Enfield  Falls  during  the  present  year,  the  available  funds  will  be 
used  for  their  removal,  and  they  are  deemed  sufficient  to  meet  any  such 
contingency.  A  thorough  improvement  of  the  Enfield  Falls,  as  already 
reported,  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any  increase  in  the  navigable 
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capacity  of  tbis  river  above  Hartford.    This  alone  will  cost  from  $800,- 
000  to  $900,000. 

To  make  a  thorough  improvement  of  the  river  between  Hartford  and 
Enfield  Falls  will  cost  between  $2,000,000  and  $3,000,000. 

MONKY  HERETOFORE  APPROPRIATED  FOR  THIS  IMPROVEMENT. 

One-half  of  amonnt  appropriated  for  Connecticut  River,  June  11,  1870 $20,000 

Above  Hartford  and  below  Holyoke,  March  3,  1871 20, 000 

Above  Enfield  F^Us  and  below  Hol.voke,  June  10,  1872 25,000 

Above  Hartford  and  below  Enfield  Falls,  March  3,  1873 20,  OQO 

Total $85,000 

Of  these,  the  first  was  expended  upon  wing-dams ;  the  second  has 
been  partly  expended  upon  surv'eys  and  dredging ;  the  third  has  been 
partly  expended  upon  surveys  and  dredging ;  the  fourth  has  been  partly 
expended  upon  surveys. 

The  amounts  appropriated  have  been  wholly  inadequate  to  making 
any  thorough  river  improvement,  and  so  there  was  means  for  making 
thorough  surveys.  As  far  as  needed  these  surveys  have  now  been 
made. 

In  my  last  annual  report  upon  this  work,  I  stated  that  it  was  desirable 
to  have  the  reports  made  upon  surveys  of  this  part  of  the  river  during 
the  progress  of  the  improvement  published  in  a  combined  report,  with 
the  maps  and  diagrams.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  the  money  ap- 
propriated for  this  river  above  Enfield  Falls  and  below  Holyoke  will  be 
needed  for  improvement,  and  I  suggest  that  so  much  as  is  necessary  be 
used  in  publishing  these  maps  and  a  full  report.  The  maps  have  been 
already  prepared  for  photolithographing. 

After  this  is  done,  1  recommend  that  all  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  river  abpve  Hartford  (reserving  $5,000  for  the  shoals  between  Hart- 
ford and  Enfield  Falls)  be,  by  law,  transferred  to  the  improvement  of 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Connecticut  River  is  in  the  Middletown  collection-district.  Middletown  is  the  near- 
est port  of  entry.  The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1876,  was  $19,956.14. 

*MoTiX€U  statement. 

Above  Hartford,  Conneciicatf  and  below  Holyoke,  Maasachuseite, 
Act  of  March  3, 1871 : 

July  1, 187P,  amount  available $3,831  83 

.July  ly  1877,  amount  expeuded  during  fiscal  year 541  40 

July  1, 1877^  amount  available $3,290  43 

Above  Enfield  Falls,  ConnecHcutj  and  below  Holyoke,  MasaachuaeUs. 
Act  of  June  10,  1&72: 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $10,702  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 10,702  92 

Above  Hartford  and  below  Enfield  Falla,  Connecticut. 

Act  of  March  3, 1873 : 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available §12,272  04 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available ; 12,272  04 

Total  available  above  Hartford  July  1, 1877 ^'26, 205  39 
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ANN  DAL   REPORT   OF  MAJOR  J.  W.   BARLOW,   CORPS  OP 
EifGINEEBS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1877. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army, 

New  London^  Conn.^  July^  11, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  river 
and  harbor  works  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  96, 1877. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Barlow, 
Major  of  Engineer 8 ^  U.  8*  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chi^  of  Engineers  U,  S,  A. 


C  I- 

STONINGTON  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

No  appropriation  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  was  made  for  this 
harbor. 

The  project  for  a  breakwater  on  Wampassett  Shoal,  683  yards  in 
length,  recommended  by  a  board  of  engineers,  was  approved  by  the 
Department,  and  the  appropriation  of  $25,000  made  by  act  of  Congress, 
approved  March  3, 1875,  was  expended  in  building  a  portion  of  this 
Btructnre,  about  257  yards  long.  This  short  length  of  breakwater  covers 
bat  a  limited  anchorage ;  it  shoald  be  extended  at  as  early  a  date  as 
practicable  in  order  that  any  real  benefit  may  be  derived  from  the  pro- 
ject adopted  and  the  money  already  expended  in  the  partial  execution. 

An  appropriation  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  therefore  specially  desir- 
able. 

StoniDgton  Harbor  is  in  the  StoDiDgton  oollection-distiict.  The  amount  of  revenne 
coUeoted  there  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld77,  was  $1,450.60. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  several  appropriations  since  the  report  on 
the  survey  of  1871 : 

Mtfoh  3, 1873,  dredging  between  old  breakwater  and  steamboat  dock $25, 000  00 

Jane  23, 1874,  dredging  on  Penguin  Shoal 20,000  00 

March  3, 1875,  commencement  of  breakwater  at  Wampassett  Shoal 25,000  00 

Original  estimate  made  in  June,  1875,  for  completing  the  fwesent  project.  231, 000  00 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statements  have  been  received  from  Captain  Hubbard^ 
collector  of  the  port. 
14  E 
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Statement  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  in  this  district,  year  ending  June  30, 1S77,  with  draught 

3  to  17  feet. 


Number. 


Avenge 
value. 


Steamers  entered 

Steamers  cleared 

Sail-vessels  entered 

Sail-vessels  cleared 

Steamers  arrived  without  entry  ... 
Steamers  departed  without  entry  . 


314  i    $75,000 

314  ,      70,000 

11  1 


10    ;. 

10  i. 


Tonnage. 


629, 416 

629.416 

1,907 

914 

13,000 

13,000 


Total ' , !  I,»fl6,953 


Arrivals  harbor  of  refuge,  coasttnfr-vessels  . 
Arrivals  harbor  of  rel'nge,  fishermen 


Total 

Steamers  arrived  with  passengers,  67.    Tonnage,  20,100. 

Approximate  amount  of  revenue  paid  into  the  Treasury  from  1870  to  1877,  $30,000. 


500 


9.183 


Number  of  vessels  passed  "  light-ship ^^^  for  year  ending  June  .30, 1877. 


Hqnths. 


I  Ships. 


Barks. 


Jnly 

August  .... 
S«pteml)er. 

October 

November.. 
December . 

January 

February. . 

March 

April 

May 

June 


Totals. 


Brigs. 


Schoon 
ers. 


1,366 

1,449 

1,604 

1,505 

1,534 

579 

145 

510 

993 

1,566 

1.864 

1,531 


16 


18  I 


64  '  14, 562 


Sloops. 


583 

548 
674 
563 
387 
79 
53 
198 
356 
384 
091 
627 


5,013 


Steam- 1 
ers. 


TotaL 


387  I 
354  . 

405 ; 

365  1 
320  . 
177 
160  I 
189  I 
191 
297 
378  , 
339 


9.341 

9,359 

9,701 

2,446 

2,947 

633 

360 

891 

1,381 

9,957 

9,940 

2,502 


3,555,    93,258 


CaptaiQ  Hubbard  also  states  that  vessels  bound  eastward  are  subject 
to  great  inconvenience  and  loss  of  time  in  being  obliged,  in  case  of 
heavy  weather,  to  return  to  New  London  for  a  harbor ;  that  were  the 
contemplated  improvements  at  IStonington  completed,  such  vessels 
would  find  a  secure  anchorage  15  miles  nearer  their  destination,  and  at 
the  most  easterly  point  of  Fisher's  Island  Sound,  whence  the  open  sea 
could  be  reached  in  a  few  moments'  sail. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $959  75 

Jaly  1, 1H77,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 915  12 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 44  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 206, 536  00 

Amoant  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending; June  30, 1 879.    50, 000  00 


C2. 

THAMES  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

A  petition  from  citizens  of  J^orwich  and  'Sew  London  for  the  removal 
of  bars  on  this  river  was  transmitted  to  the  Department  with  a  letter 
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dated  February  3,  1877.  'A  personal  iuspectiou  of  tbe  localities  has 
since  been  made,  which  substantially  confirms  the  opinions  therein  ex- 
pressed. Shoals  were  found  to  obstruct  the  llfoot  channel  completed 
in  1873,  to  the  following  extent : 

From  Perch  Jtock  to  Bushnell's  Reef,  a  distance  of  about  800  feet,  the 
depth  is  9  to  lOJ  feet.  Between  piers  H  and  G,  Si  to  10  feet ;  above 
pier  D,  9  feet.  IN  ear  the  stovefoundery,  just  below  Norwich,  the  channel 
has  become  much  narrowed  by  a  shoal  which  has  made  out  from  the 
position  of  the  Middle  Ground,  seriously  impeding  the  movement  of 
steamers  while  rounding  to,  to  reach  their  wharf. 

The  Middle  Ground,  dredged  to  9  feet  depth,  has  now  in  places  a  depth 
of  but  6  feet  at  mean  low-water.  Without  making  an  instrumental 
survey,  the  amount  of  material  necessary  to  be  removed  to  restore  the 
dredged  channel  to  the  dimensions  originally  given  to  it  cannot  be 
estimated  with  any  great  degree  of  accuracy.  From  my  recent  examina- 
tion, however,  I  am  convinced  that  the  removal  of  these  recent  obstruc- 
tions is  greatly  needed.  It  might  perhaps  be  advisable  to  commence 
work  with  a  less  sum  than  was  recommended  in  my  letter  of  February 
3,  to  be  applied  after  making  an  instrumental  examination  of  thelshoals 
to  those  points  where  most  needed.  A  satisfactory  report  could  tlien  be 
made,  based  upon  the  information  derived  from  the  survey  and  the  first 
season's  work.  The  survey  should  cost  not  to  exceed  $300.  For  this 
purpose  and  to  commence  dredging  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  is 
recommended. 

The  following  sums  have  been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  of 
this  river: 

Expended  in  the  coDstraction  of  piers  or  wing-dams : 

18:56 $10,000  00 

1837 20,000  00 

1838 10,000  00 

Expended  in  dredging  channel  100  to  200  feet  wide  and  11  feet  deep  at 
mean  low- water : 

1366-'67 8-2,000  00 

1871 15,000  00 

1872 - :..  10,000  00 

Total ' 147,000  00 

The  plan  at  first  adopted  by  the  General  Government  and  executed 
during  the  years  1836-'37-'38  was  the  construction  of  piers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  contracting  the  channel  at  the  shoals,  with  a  view  to  create  a 
scour  by  the  increased  current  of  the  river.  For  this  purpose  $40,000 
was  expended.  These  piers  do  not  seem  to  have  had  the  desired  effect, 
and  in  1866  dredging  was  begun  and  continued  through  several  seasons, 
closing  in  1873.  The  channel  then  obtained  was  considered  sufficient 
for  the  traffic  of  the  river.  The  dimensions  then  given  it  is  now  desir- 
able to  restore.    Norwich  is  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  this  river. 

The  following  statement  has  been  received,  showing  the  amount  of 
freight,  &c.;  which  arrived  by  river  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1877: 

Coal,  iron,  and  sand,  200,000  tons,  more  or  less. 
Brick  and  lime,  2,000  tons,  more  or  less. 
Lumber,  18  to  25  cargoes,  4,000  tons,  more  or  less. 
Vessels  average  300  tons  burthen. 
Draught  of  water,  8  to  11  feet. 

West  India  cargoes  lighter  at  New  London.  There  is  a  daily  line  of  steamers  carry- 
ing passengers  and  freight  to  New  York,  and  a  weekly  freight-propeller. 
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New  London,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tham38,  is  a  port  of  entry,  where  the  following 
eoUectioDB  were  made  daring  the  last  fiscal  year : 

Dntiee  on  imports $55,908  59  coin. 

Tonnage-dues 637  50  currency. 

Hospital-dues 1,838  29  currency. 

Light-boat-inspector's  fees 3,886  10  currency. 

Total 62,270  48 

Forts  Trumbull  and  Griswold  arc  located  near  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and  also  the 
New  London  light- house. 


C3. 

NEW  HAVEN  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  43,608  cubic  yards  of 
material  had  been  removed  in  widening  the  channel  between  Long 
Wharf  and  Belle  Dock  ;  the  contract  was  then  about  half  completed. 
Upon  the  approval  of  my  recommendation  the  time  for  completing  this 
contract  was  extended  three  months.  From  July  1,  to  the  close  of 
the  work  on  the  26th  of  August,  1876,  there  was  removed  from  the  south 
side  of  the  channel  45,725  cubic  yards  of  sand,  mud,  and  shells,  making 
a  total  during  the  season  of  89,331  cubic  yards,  and  giving  a  channel 
415  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water.  In  my  annual  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  reference  is  made  to  a  letter 
dated  January  25, 1875,  and  printed  in  Appendix  Z  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  which  contains  estimates  for  widen- 
ing and  deepening  the  main  channel  and  for  a  breakwater  near  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  to  these  I  would  now  respectfully  refer,  re- 
newing my  recommendation  therein  contained.  Should  it  not  be  con- 
sidered expedient  to  enter  at  this  time  upon  a  project  involving  so  large 
an  expenditure,  I  would  respectfully  submit  that  so  far  as  this  project 
pertains  to  widening  and  deepening  the  main  channel,  any  sum  expended 
in  dredging  would  accord  with  the  project,  and  at  the  same  time  give 
immediate  relief  to  the  shipping  interests  of  the  harbor. 

The  channel  between  Fort  Hale  and  Steamboat  wharf  which  is  now 
but  200  feet  wide,  does  not  afford  sufficient  space  for  convenient  naviga- 
tion, and  it  is  therefore  respectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation 
be  asked  to  widen  this  part  of  the  channel  to  400  feet,  with,  a  depth  of 
16  feet  at  mean  low- water.  The  channel  above  Long  Wharf  having  been 
widened  last  year,  a  continuous  harbor  of  not  less  than  400  feet  in  width 
would  then  be  obtained.  It  is  estimated  that  $40,000  would  suffice  at 
the  present  low  prices  for  dredging,  to  accomplish  the  above  improve- 
ment, and  this  sum  could  be  profitably  expended  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

LUDDINGTON  ROCK. 

In  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  it  was  shown 
that  there  yet  remained  294  cubic  yards  of  sand,  loose  stone,  and  rock, 
to  be  removed  before  the  required  depth  (16  feet)  could  be  attained. 
This  the  contractor  had  repeatedly  expressed  his  intention  of  removing, 
but  subsequently  declining  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  the  matter, 
nothing  has  since  been  done. 

New  Haven  is  the  port  of  entry  of  ihe  collection^district  of  New  Haven. 
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The  following  statement  showing  the  transactions  at  the  port  of  New 
Haven  has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  customs : 

Collections : 

Duties  on  imports $365,081  10 

Tonnajfo-tax 1,974  00 

Hospital-tax 2,213  93 

Miscella neons  receipts 4, 127  70 

373,396  73 

Number  of  foreign  vessels  arrived  from  foreign  ports L 28 

Cleared  for  foreign  ports 24 

American  vessels  arrived  from  foreign  ports 65 

Cleared  for  foreign  ports 24 

Total  number  of  steameTBy  sail- vessels,  and  barges  entered  and  cleared 

daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877 6,422 

Dranght  of  water  from  7  feet  to  12  feet. 

Total  tonnage 1.397,700 

Estimated  value  of  cargoes 8106,900,000 

Estimated  number  of  vessels  of  all  classes  ent-ering  the  harbor  for  refuge 

daring  the  year 4,500 

The  following  amounts  have  been  appropriated  for  the  improvement 
of  New  Haven  Harbor  since  1S66 : 

July  11,  1870— Work  on  Middle  Rock  and  beginning  at  13-foot  channel,  200 
feet  wide,  from  Fort  Hale  to  Long  Wliarf,  and  100  feet  wide  to  Belle 

Dock '. $15,000  00 

March  3, 1871 — Completing  the  above  channel  and  working  on  Liiddington 

Rook 40,000  00 

June  10,  1872 — Beginning  channel  200  feet  wide,  16  feet  deep,  from  Fort 

Hale  to  light-hoQse .• 20,000  00 

Removal  of  Luddington  Rock 15,000  00 

March   3,  1873 — Completing  channel  from  Fort  Hale  to  light-honse,  and 

widening  channel  from  Long  Wharf  to  Belle  Dock 25, 000  00 

March  3,  1H75— Widening  to  400-foot  channel  from  Long  Wharf  to  Belle 

Dock 10,000  00 

Money  statement, 

July  1,  187H,  amount  available iU,G97  34 

July  1,  l':^77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 085  21 

Joly  1,  lcr77,  amount  available 2,612  13 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1679.  40, 000  00 


C  4. 

MILFORD  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  the  contractor  for 
dredging  in  this  harbor  had  removed  18,709  cubic  yards  of  material. 

A  two  months  extension  of  the  contract  was  granted,  and  work  con- 
tinaed  until  July  20,  when  5,433  cubic  yards  in  addition  had  been  re- 
moved, making  a  total  of  24,232  cubic  yards.  The  dredged  channel  was 
made  75  feet  wide,  from  the  4foot  curve  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  to  a 
lM)int  about  800  feet  above  the  long  jetty,  or  300  feet  below  W.  Merwin's 
dock.  The  dredging  should  be  continued  until  a  channel  50  feet  wide 
and  4  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  has  been  made  to  the  town  dock,  a 
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distance  of  about  a  half-mile  from  the  head  of  last  season's  work,  and 
would  require  the  removal  of  about  45,000  cubic  yards,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  20  cents  per  cubic  yard,  or  $9,000  for  the  work,  including  con- 
tingencies and  superintendence. 

The  long  jetty  at  the  mouth  of  Indian  Kiver  was  nearly  completed  at 
the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year ;  3,698  tons  of  stone  were  used  in  the 
work  up  to  that  time.  During  the  month  of  July,  1876,  400  tons  of 
stone  were  placed  in  position,  and  the  wall  completed  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  125  feet  of  coping.  The  amount  of  stone  required  to  com- 
plete the  work  is  about  65  tons,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $3  per  ton. 
This  jetty  has  received  no  material  injury  during  the  winter.  A  few 
stones  have  been  dislodged  where  the  coping  is  lacking,  but  these  can 
be  replaced  at  a  trifling  expense. 

An  inspection  of  the  dredged  channel  was  made  in  April,  1877,  with 
the  following  result : 

During  the  winter  a  new  bar,  with  a  depth  varying  from  6  to  18  inches, 
has  formed  across  the  dredged  channel  at  a  point  about  200  feet  above 
the  long  jetty.  This  bar  is  caused  by  the  bringing  down  of  material 
loosened  by  and  made  subject  to  the  action  of  the  current  of  Indian 
River,  which  joins  the  Wopowang  at  nearly  a  right  angle.  The  effect 
has  been  to  deepen  the  Indian  Eiver  channel  some  distance  back  from 
its  junction  with  the  Wopowang,  the  material  washed  out  being  carried 
Into  the  latter.  This  material,  mostly  gravel,  cannot  be  carried  away  by 
the  weaker  current  of  the  Wopowang. 

It  may  appear  singular  that  the  combined  currents  of  the  two  streams 
should  have  less  scouring  effect  than  the  Indian  Kiver  branch,  but  this 
is  owing  to  the  considerable  fall  of  the  latter  before  reaching  the 
junction,  increased  by  the  new  depth  of  the  channel  dredged  below  its 
debouch^. 

The  formation  of  this  bar  is  not  regarded  as  a  serious  matter,  and  it  is 
beKeved  that  if  it  should  now  be  removed  there  is  little  probability  of 
its  forming  again. 

The  channel  has  maintained  its  depth  below  the  long  jetty,  as  was 
anticipated ;  the  jetties  at  Welch's  Bluff  are  fulfilling  all  that  was  ex- 
pected of  them,  preventing  erosion  of  the  banks  and  arresting  the  move- 
ment of  sand  to  the  westward.  Upon  an  inspection  of  the  jetties  it  was 
found  that  the  ice  and  severe  storms  of  the  past  winter  had  seriously 
damaged  them.  The  outer  ends  were  leveled,  some  of  the  large  stone, 
weighing  from  1  to  2  tons  each,  being  thrown  a  distance  of  10  or  12  feet, 
while  the  ii^ner  ends,  being  protected  by  the  sand  and  drift  which  had 
made  in  the  angles  formed  by  the  jetties  with  the  beach,  were  but  slightly 
damaged. 

The  only  sure  protection  for  this  work  would  be  to  build  a  breakwater 
of  heavy  riprap-stone  from  Welch's  Point  to  deep  water.  This  would  not 
only  preserve  the  dredged  channel,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  jetties 
protect  the  banks  from,  erosion,  but  would  afford  a  harbor  of  refuge  for 
the  many  vessels  passing  up  and  down  Long  Island  Sound,  and  a  secure 
place  for  vessels  to  lie,  bound  to  Derby,  Birmingham,  or  Shelton,  while 
waiting  for  high-water  to  cross  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Housatonic 
Eiver. 

In  1872,  General  Warren  made  an  estimate  for  a  breakwater  from 
Welch's  Point,  to  contain  24,290  tons  of  riprap-granite,  in  pieces  of  a 
ton  and  upward  in  weight,  to  have  a  triangular  cross-section  sloping 
450  each  side,  to  rise  9  feet  above  mean  low-water,  and  to  extend  to  the 
curve  of  15  feet  depth,  being  890  feet  long,  at  an  estimated  cost  at  that 
time  of  $67,000.    The  work  could  now  be  built  for  about  $45,000,  and 
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I  respectfully  reuew  previous  recommendations  respecting  its  expe- 
diency. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  appropriated  by  Congress  and 
expended  on  the  improvement  of  Milford  Harbor : 

Jane  23, 1874 §5,000  00 

March  3,  1875 13.000  00 

Original  estimates  for  this  harbor,  made  in  1872,  are — 

For  breakwater  at  Welch's  Point $67,000  00 

Jetties  at  Welch's  Bluff 5,000  00 

Long  jetty  and  dredging 13,000  00 

85,000  00 

1876,  additional  estimate  for  continuing  dredging 8,000  00 

Milford  is  in  the  New  Haven  coUection  district,  New  Haven  being  the  nearest  port 
of  entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  during  tiie  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1877,  was  $373,396.73. 

The  following  number  of  vessels  are  reported  as  arriving  with  cargoes 
during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877 : 

Kamber  of  vessels,  90 ;  drangbt,  4  to  8  feet ;  tonnage,  4,000 ;  value  of  cargoes,  $50,000. 
N amber  of  steam- vessels  arrived,  40. 

A  great  number  of  vessels  are  employed  continually  in  the  oyster  and 
oil  trade,  which  are  not  included  in  the  above;  also,  since  the  improve- 
ments have  begun,  the  harbor  has  afforded  shelter  lor  a  very  large 
number  of  vessels. 

Mqney  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $4,706  65 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,260  81 

July  1,  1877,amount  available 445  64 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 64,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  25, 000  00 


C5. 

HOUSATONIC  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

March  3, 1875,  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river. 

It  was  deemed  most  expedient  to  expend  this  money  in  dredging. 

After  obtaining  prices  from  various  dredge-owners,  a  dredge  and  tog 
with  the  necessary  scows,  suitable  for  doing  the  work,  was  hired  of  Mr. 
Morris  F.  Brainard,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  $6  per  hour,  actual  working 
time.  Work  was  begun  June,  1876,  on  the  shoal  formed  during  the 
winter  and  spring  above  and  below  Drew's  Eock,  and  continued  until 
August  16, 1876.  During  this  time  21,682  cubic  yards  of  sand  were  re- 
moved, making  the  dredged  channel  60  to  80  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep 
at  mean  low-water  above  the  rock,  and  of  an  average  width  of  40 
feet  and  depth  of  7  feet  below  the  rock.  The  cost  of  removing  the  mate- 
rial was  about  16}  cents  per  cubic  yard.  No  examination  has  been  made 
of  this  shoal  since  the  close  of  the  work,  but  if  it  should  be  found  after 
an  examination  that  the  channel  has  filled,  it  is  respectfully  recom- 
mended that  the  rock  and  jetty  be  removed. 
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The  jetty  at  Drew's  Bock  was  built  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  about  $725. 

By  building  it  the  greater  expense  of  removing  the  rock,  estimated  at 
$6,285,  was  avoided,  and  it  was  thought  that  the  advantages  to  naviga- 
tion would  be  practically  the  same.  This,  however,  has  not  proved  to  be 
the  case.  The  strong  current  of  the  ebb-tide  in  times  of  freshet  sweeping 
round  the  end  of  the  jetty,  has  cut  a  deep  hole.  After  passing  it,  the 
velocity  slackens,  and,  by  reason  of  the  increased  fiowage  area,  the  mate- 
rial which  has  been  held  in  suspension  and  carried  along  by  the  current 
is  deposited  and  a  bar  formed. 

Mr.  Henry  Harding,  assistant  engineer,  in  making  a  report  to  General 
'Warren,  under  date  of  January  1, 1872,  on  a  survey  looking  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  rock,  estimated  the  amount  necessary  to  be  removed  to 
give  a  depth  of  7  feet  at  mean  low-water  as  419  cubic  yards.  The 
amount  of  stone  used  in  the  construction  of  the  jetty  was  426.3  cubic 
yards,  at  $1.70  per  cubic  yard.  The  rock  in  place  could  be  removed  at 
a  cost  not  to  exceed  $10  per  cubic  yard,  and  the  riprap  composing  the 
jetty  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  50  cents  per  yard,  by  using  a  grapple- 
dredge. 

During  the  past  winter,  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the  river  has  filled  so 
that  at  the  present  time  there  is  12  inches  less  water  than  a  year  ago. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
An  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  respectfully  recommended  for  the  next  fis- 
cal year  to  remove  deposits  likely  to  have  formed  during  the  winter  and 
spring  freshets. 

HonsatoDic  River  is  the  dividing  line  between  New  Haven  and  Fairfield  collection 
districts.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  was, 
at  Bridgeport,  the  nearest  port  of  entry,  ^2,9U6.16. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  shipping  at  the  port  of  Derby,  Conn.,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
During  this  period  there  arrived — 
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The  following  approiiriatious  hare  been  made  for  improvemeuts  ou 
this  river: 

March3, 1S71 $15,000  OO 

JunelO,  1J?72 15,000  00 

March  .%lii¥73 10,000  06 

Jnn©23,1874 10,000  00 

Marcb3,ltf75 5,000  00 

Bstimates  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  have  been  made  from 
year  to  year,  with  the  object  of  removing  bars  formed  by  the  winter  and 
spring  freshets. 
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Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amoant  available $4,460  11 

July  1, 1877,  amouQC  ezpeuded  during  fiscal  year 4,442  38 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available 17  73 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  5, 000  00 


C6. 

BRIDGEPORT  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

No  work  was  done  at  this  harbor  daring  the  last  fiscal  year. 

By  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  14,  1876,  910,000  was  appro- 
priated for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  bat  no 
authority  to  expend  this  amount  was  granted  until  April  27,  1877. 

Bids  for  dredging  were  opened  June  21,  1877,  and  the  contract 
awarded  to  Messrs.  H.  K  and  A.  J.  Beardsley,  at  8^  cents  per  cubic 
yard,  the  work  to  be  done  between  the  steamboat  wharf  and  the  wagon- 
bridge.  It  is  hoped  that  the  project  for  widening  the  12-foot  channel 
on  the  outer  and  inner  bars  to  300  feet  will  be  continued,  and  for  this 
purpose  $20,000  could  be  profitably  expended  during  the  next  Ascal 
year. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  appropriated  for  Bridgeport 
Harbor: 

March  3, 1871 $20,000  00 

June  10,1872 40,000  00 

March  3, 11:^3 30,000  00 

June  2:^,1874 20,000  00 

March  3, 1875 15,000  00 

Angnst  14, 1876 10,000  00 

The  original  estimate  made  in  1871  for  improving  this  harbor  pro- 
vided for  an  expenditure  of  $196,000,  to  be  devoted  to  the  construction 
of  a  breakwater,  and  to  dredging  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  14  feet 
deep  at  mean  low-water.  A  riprap  breakwater  was  commenced  with 
the  appro|)riation  for  1871,  and  continued  the  following  year.  It  was 
carried  to  a  length  of  1,380  feet. 
^  Subsequent  appropriations  were  applied  to  dredging,  first  making 
the  channel  300  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  low  water;  afterward  in- 
creasing  the  depth  to  12  feet  over  a  channel  100  feet  wide. 

Bridgeport  ia  the  port  of  entry  of  the  Fairfield  oollection-district.  The  amount  of 
revenue  ooUeotedat  Bridgeport  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  waa  as  follows : 

Fordntieeon  imports |lt248  54 

For  tonnage  tax 82  50 

For  marine-hospital  tax 1,635  12 

Total : 2,966  16 

Number  of  foreign  vessfls  arrived  from  foreign  xH>rt6 18 

Knmber  of  foreign  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports 19 

Number  of  American  vessels  arrived  from  foreign  ports 2 

Number  of  American  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  ports None. 

Total  arrivals 20 

Total  cleared : 19 
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The  following  approximate  statement  of  the  arrivals  and  departures 
has  been  received  from  the  collector  of  the  port : 

Tonnage 

Steamers 750  569,194 

Brig8 8  1,424 

Schooners 700  87,500 

Sloops 525  10,500 

Barges 75  13,125 

Canal-boats 500  75,000 

Total  arrivals 2,558  746,743 

Total  departures 2,558  746,743 

Arrivals  and  departures 5,116        1,493,486 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $54  85 

Amount  ai>propriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1676 10, 000  00 

10,054  85 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 167  90 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,886  95 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 40,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  20, 000  00 


SOUTHPORT  HARBOR,  CONNECTICUT. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  $5,000  was  appropri- 
ated for  tbe  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Southport,  Conn. 

It  is  proposed  to  expend  this  money  in  repairing  the  breakwater  at  a 
few  points  where  disintegration  of  the  old  wall  has  occurred,  to  repair 
the  walls  of  the  dike,  and  fill  the  space  between  them  where  the  mate- 
rial has  been  washed  out.  This  can  be  done  by  days'  labor  to  better 
advantage  than  by  contract. 

Sonthport  Harbor  is  in  the  Fairfield  district,  of  wbich  Bridgeport  is  tbe  port  of 
entry.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  ^ear  ending  Jane  30, 
1877,  was  $2,966.16. 

The  following  sums  have  been  appropriated  for  this  harbor  since 
1838:  ^ 

March  3,  1875 |5,000  00 

August  14,  1876 5,000  00 

The  only  estimates  made  for  improving  this  harbor  since  the  work 
done  in  1838  have  been  for  repairs  upon  the  breakwater  and  dike  and 
for  increasing  the  channel  depth  from  2  feet  to  4  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

The  repairs  will  be  completed  with  the  money  already  appropriated ; 
$80,000  being  still  required  for  dredging.  This  sum  could  be  profita- 
bly expended  during  one  working  season. 

COMMEECIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  received  from  Mr.  John  H.  Perry, 
under  date  of  July  28, 1877 : 

There  are  11  sailing-vessels  and  one  steam-tng  owned  either  in  whole  or  in  part  in  this 
place.  Of  the  sailing-vessels,  from  2  to  4  run  weekly,  carrying  freight  to  and  from 
New  York.    The  othtrs  are  engaged  in  the  coasting -trade. 
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Oar  Teasels  range  from  7  feet  8  inches  to  11  feet  draught,  and  register  an  average  of 
150  tons  bnrden.  The  cargoes  of  our  regular  weekly  boats  average  $1,500  each  trip. 
About  3,500  tons  of  coal  are  brought  here  annually,  besides  brick,  lumber,  and 
manure. 

Owing  to  its  poor  channel  and  the  absence  of  a  light,  our  harbor  has  been  used  but 
little  as  a  harbor  of  refuge.  It  remains  open  in  winter  when  all  others  from  New 
York  to  New  London  are  closed,  and,  with  good  facilities  for  transportation,  there  is 
DO  reason  why  we  shoald  not  become  a  thriving  manufacturing  village. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available 1.383  99 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  ld76 5, 000  00 

5,383  99 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 320  06 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 5,063  93 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 8, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .    8, 000  00 


C8. 

NORWALK  RIVER,  CONNECTICUT. 

No  work  was  done  on  the  improvement  of  the  river  daring  the  fiscal 
year  ending  Jane  30, 1877,  and  no  appropriation  made  since  the  act  of 
Congress  approyed  March  3, 1875. 

In  my  last  annoal  report  an  estimate  was  presented  for  completing 
the  improvement  at  an  expenditure  of  about  $30,000.  I  would  respect- 
fully renew  the  recommendation  then  made  that  this  sum  be  appropri- 
ated to  complete  the  work. 

Norwalk  is  in  the  Fairfield  collection-district,  and  Bridgeport  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry.  Tbe  amount  of  revenue  collected  there  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  30, 
1877,  was  92,966.16. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  this  harbor : 

June  10,1872 .' $10,000 

March  3,1873 10,000 

June  23,  1874 10,000 

March  3,  lcJ75 7,000 

An  estimate  of  $34,000  was  made  in  1871  for  completing  a  channel 
100  feet  wide  and  6  feet  deep  at  mean  low- water,  at  20  cents  per  cubic 
yaid. 

The  cost  of  doing  this  work  proving  considerably  greater  than  was 
estimated,  the  desired  channel  has  not  yet  been  attained.  As  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  last  annual  report,  an  additional  sum  of  $30,000  will  be 
needed  to  carry  out  the  original  project ;  of  this  sura,  $15,000  could  be 
advantageously  expended  dui^pg  the  ensuing  fiscal  year. 

Money  stutement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $190  62 

July  1,  1677,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 190  62 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 30, 000  00 

Amouut  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .  15, 000  00 
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Cg. 
PORT  JEFFERSON  HARBOR,  LONG  ISLAND,  NEW  YORK, 

At  the  close  af  the  last  fiscal  year,  work  on  the  west  jetty  was  in 
progress,  the  contractor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Smith,  having  placed  in  the  work 
3,192  tons  of  stone.  His  contract  was  extended  10  days,  in  which  time 
741  tons  of  riprap  were  added,  exhausting  tbe  allotment  for  the  work, 
and  carrying  the  stractare  to  a  length  of  475  feet,  and  height  of  4  feet 
above  mean  high-water.  This  jetty  was  well  built,  and  has  proved  its 
value  in  arresting  a  large  amount  of  sand  and  gravel  upon  its  westera 
side,  and  also  in  the  effect  of  confining  the  tidal  currents,  by  which  the 
middle  ground  has  been  nearly  removed.  As  recommended  in  my  last 
annual  report,  this  jetty  should  be  extended  about  600  feet  farther; 
when  this  is  done,  and  the  eastern  jetty  carried  out  correspondingly,  it  is 
believed  that  a  satisfactory  depth  of  channel  over  this  bar,  when  once 
obtained,  will  be  self-sustaining. 

An  appropriation  of  $6,000  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor  was 
made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  but  authority  to 
expend  the  same  was  suspended  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
until  the  present  season.  In  March,  1877, 1  made  a  careful  examination 
of  the  harbor,  submitting  a  report  and  project  with  regard  to  repairing 
and  extending  the  east  jetty,  which  was  approved.  In  accordance  with 
this  project  proposals  were  invited  for  doing  the  work. 

The  bids  were  opened  on  the  24th  of  May,  1877,  and  the  contract  sub- 
sequently awarded  to  Messrs.  Ingerson  and  Molthorp,  the  lo wef>t  bidders, 
at  $1.33  per  ton  of  granite  placed  in  the  work. 

It  is  also  proposed,  during  the  season,  to  make  a  cutting  across  the 

^  bar,  perhaps  50  feet  in  width,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  definitely  the 

'  character  of  the  material  of  which  the  bar  is  formed,  the  difficulties 

to  be  encountered  from  the  force  of  the  tidal  currents,  and  the  stability 

of  the  opening,  now  that  the  jetties  are  so  well  advanced  as  to  afford 

protection. 

No  dredging  has  ever  been  done  on  this  bar,  but  a  contract  w^as  last 
year  made  with  Mr.  Sidney  F.  Shelbourne  to  excavate  a  channel  there,  at 
27  cents  per  cubic  yard.  ' 

Although  rei)eatedly  urged  to  begin  the  work  in  the  summer  of  1875 
and  the  following  spring,  the  contractor  signally  failed  to  accomplish 
more  than  an  attempt,  removing  but  a  partial  scow-load,  and  then  aban- 
doning the  work  altogether. 

I  have  previously  reported  upon  the  desirability  of  completing  these 
improvements  at  an  early  day. 

The  great  capacity  of  this  harbor,  and  its  complete  shelter,  rend^  it 
exceedingly  available  as  a  harbor  of  refuge  for  the  south  side  of  Long 
Island  Sound,  and  it  needs  but  the  appropriation  of  a  moderate  sum,  in 
addition  to  that  already  expended,  to  open  the  entrance  so  that  access 
may  be  had  by  all  vessels  requiring  its  protection. 

The  surveyor  of  the  port  reports  that — 

There  are  about  170  vesisela  belonging  to  this  port,  all  of  which  visit  here  an  average 
of  three  times  a  year;  their  aggregate  tonnage  amonnts  to  nearly  16,000  tons. 

During  the  .year  ending  Jane  30, 1877,  there  were  built  here  7  vessels,  with  a  total 
tonnage  of  1,757  tons,  and  there  are  now  5  vessels  upon  the  stocks,  whose  tonnage  will 
aggregate  1,300  or  1,400  tons. 

The  following  estimates  are  presented  for  completing  the  works,  and 
are  rather  lower  than  those  previously  made,  owing  to  reduced  prices 
for  labor  and  material : 
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EztoDsioD  of  east  breakwater  to  9-foofe  carve,  9,000  tons  of  riprap^  at  |1.50 

perton |12,000  00 

Extension  of  weal  breakwater  600  feet,  7,000  tons  riprap,  at  $1.50  per  Ion. .  10, 500  00 

I^redging  ckaasel  100  feel  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  reqniriog  excayation  of 

25,000  cttbie  yards, at 30  cents 7,500  00 

Contingencies  and  saparrision 4,000  00 

Total , 34,000  00 

Of  this  sQin  $20,000  could  be  profi.tably  expended  during  the  next 
fiscal  year. 
The  following  amoants  have  been  appropriated  for  this  harbor : 

March  3,1871 |15,000  00 

JoneM),187« 15,000  00 

March3,1875 15,000  00 

AngastH  1«76 6,000  00 

The  original  plans,  proposed  by  General  WariTen  in  1871,  contem- 
plated the  eonstraetion  of  a  far  more  elaborate  breakwater  at  the  east 
side  of  the  harbor  than  has  been  built.  This  work  was  designed  to 
contain  over  10,000  cubic  yards  of  stone,  including  a  top  wall  of  dimen- 
sion stone,  and  was  estimated  to  cost  $150,000.  The  work  has  been 
commenced  upon  a  much  cheaper  plan,  viz^  rough  riprap  of  triangular 
eross-sectioB.  By  nsing  care  in  placing  the  stones  compactly,  it  is 
hoped  that  a  breakwater  built  in  this  manner  will  answer  the  purposes 
intended  as  well  as  the  more  costly  structure  at  first  contemplated. 

Mon^  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ♦11,006  23 

.^onoun t  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1076 6, 000  00 

17, 006  23 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,744  59 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 11,261  64 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existiug  project 34, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  yeareodiug  June  30, 1879.     20, 000  00 


pkoject  for  repairing  and  extending  the  east  jettv. 

Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army, 

New  London,  Conn.,  March  31, 1877. 

GsmsRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  and  recommendations 
with  regard  to  the  harbor  of  Port  Jefferson,  Long  Island,  as  the  result  of  a  recent  ex- 
amination of  the  works  designed  to  improve  the  channel  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor. 

The  jetty  constructed  at  the  east  side  of  the  entrance  in  1872  and  1873,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  the  movement  of  sand  and  gravel  along  the  beach  from  Mount  Misery, 
does  not  yet  entirely  fulfill  the  object  for  which  it  was  intended.  Its  length  was  1,050 
feet ;  less  than  700  feet  are  now  visible,  the  remainder  having  been  buried  in  sand. 

Although  a  vast  quantity  of  material  has  been  arrested  and  retained  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  jetty,  a  large  proportion  has  gone  to  the  west  side.  This  is  because  the  jetty 
was  not  extended  far  enough  seaward,  was  not  sufficiently  compact,  and* was  not  built 
high  enough,  particularly  at  the  shore  end.  These  defects  were  doubtless  owiugto  the 
limited  amonnt  of  money  applicable  to  the  work,  the  endeavor  being  to  cover  as  much 
space  as  possible,  and  effect  the  most  good  with  the  means  at  hand. 

Owing  to  the  present  inadequate  condition  of  this  jetty,  the  proportion  of  material 
deposited  to  the  west  side  or  beyond  it,  where  it  is  desired  to  make  the  channel,  is 
greater  than  that  arrested  on  the  east  side.    Auy  increase  of  depth  over  the  bar  can 
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be  permanent  only  when  the  deposit  of  gravel,  sand,  and  stones  west  of  this  jetty  shall 
have  been  prevented. 

My  recent  examination  confirms  what  previoas  observation  led  me  to  believe,  viz, 
that  this  material  finds  its  way  from  Mount  Misery  around  the  end  of  the  jetty 
through  its  interstices  and  over  its  shore  end.  Between  300  and  400  linear  feet  of  the 
original  structure  have  become  buried  by  the  accumulations  of  sand,  &c.,  and  during 
the  concurrence  of  high  tides  and  northeast  storms  large  quantities  of  material  are 
carried  over  this  newly-made  beach  and  dropped  in  the  channel  beyond.  The  stones 
of  the  work  have  perhaps  been  undermined  and  settled ;  at  all  events,  this  part  of  the 
jetty  is  so  low  that  it  does  not  afford  the  necessary  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  sand  and 
gravel  under  the  conditions  above  mentioned. 

To  remedy  this  defect,  a  post  and  plank  fence  200  feet  in  length  was  constructed  in 
the  fall  of  1875.  Storms  have  since  demolished  about  one-half  of  It ;  the  remainder,  in 
good  condition,  is  banked  with  sand  and  will  probably  remain. 

The  space  between  the  breakwater  and  this  fence  should  be  occupied  by  a  stone  wall 
of  medium  size  riprap,  and  a  continuation  of  the  fence  carried  up  to  the  crest  of  the 
beach. 

The  breakwater  at  its  shore  end  should  be  raised,  and  the  whole  length  chinked  with 
small  riprap  to  prevent,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  passage  of  sand  and  gravel  through 
it.  The  length  of  the  breakwater  seaward  should  sAao  be  increased  some  400  feet  to 
the  9-foot  curve,  in  accordance  with  the  original  design. 

The  west  side  jetty,  built  last  yeat.  has  already  arrested  a  large  quantity  of  material 
west  of  its  position,  and  has  so  moaified  the  direction  of  the  current  as  to  cause  the 
almost  entire  removal  of  the  middle  ground,  which  was  heretofore  a  dangerous  ob- 
struction. 

The  bar  itself,  or  ledge,  as  it  is  technically  called,  has  been  but  little  affected,  owing 
to  the  heavy  nature  of  the  material  of  which  it  is  composed. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  tracing  showing  plan  of  the  harbor's  entrance,  as  it  appeared  at 
the  close  of  work  in  July,  1876.  Upon  its  margin  I  have  drawn  an  approximate  seotioa 
upon  the  line  of  the  east  jetty,  at  its  shore  end,  to  exhibit  the  present  condition  at  that 
place. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  preserving  the  channel  from  further  deterioration  by 
the  accumulation  of  material  west  of  the  east  jetty,  I  urgently  recommend  that  the 
appropriation  made  last  year  for  this  work,  together  with  the  balance  remaining  from 
a  previous  appropriation,  be  immediately  applied,  and  that  an  additional  sum  of  $20,000 
be  asked  for. 

These  amounts  should  be  applied,  first  to  the  thorough  repair  of  the  east  jetty,  and  a 
small  sum  should  be  expended  in  breaking  a  narrow  passage  through  the  **  ledge,"  to 
enable  the  current  to  take  hold  of  the  loosened  materiiJ  and  scour  out  a  channel  that 
may  prove  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  require  no  further  dredging. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J.  W.  Barlow, 
Major  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  UPON  THE  WORKS  IN  CHARGE  OF  LIEU- 
TBNANTCOLONEL  JOHN  NEWTON,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS, 
FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877.  BY  CAP- 
TAIN JAMES  MERCUR,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  TEMPORA- 
RILY  IN  CHARGE. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

J^ew  Yorlc^  July  14, 1877. 
'  General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  reports 
upon  the  river  an^i  harbor  works  temporarily  under  my  charge,  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jAiyiES  Mercub, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineer's  U,  S.  A. 


D  I. 


IMPROVING  HUDSON  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

Lieut.  J.  H.  Willard,  Corps  of  Engineers,  stationed  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
has  remained  in  superintendence  of  these  works. 

The  following  extracts  made  from  his  report  will  give  a  correct  idea 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year : 

SURVEYS. 

The  last  fiscal  year  closed  with  the  survey  from  Port  Schuyler  to  Bath.  July  8  a  re- 
survey  was  made  od  the  Overslauj^h  to  test  the  work  of  dredging,  iu  May  and  Juno, 
1876.  July  20  a  survey  was  made  from  the  State  Dam  at  Troy  to  Cheney^s  Dock.  The 
party  was  then  reduced,  and  no  more  work  was  done  in  the  field  till  November.  No- 
vember 3  to  9  resnrveys  were  made  to  New  Baltimore,  the  Overslaugh,  and  the  new 
channel  below  the  dam,  when  the  season  closed. 

I  commenced  work  this  spring  much  earlier  than  usual  on  account  of  the  quiet 
breaking  up  and  the  slight  freshets.  A  reconnaissance  was  made  in  March,  and  April  3 
a  party  was  organized  and  took  the  field  under  Mr.  R.  H.  Talcott.  We  have  surveyed 
and  platted  the  river  from  New  Baltimore  to  Cedar  Hill,  from  Van  Wies  Point  to  Cnyler's 
Bar,  and  from  Port  Schuyler  to  Bath.  Re-examinations  are  now  making  at  New  Ba^ 
timore  and  Mull's  Cross-over,  where  dredging  has  been  going  on. 

The  surveys  embraced  the  district  of  shoal-water  at  New  Baltimore,  Coeyman's, 
Mull's,  Castleton,  Cedar  Hill,  Van  Wies,  Lower  Overslaugh,  Old  State  Wing-dam, 
Upper  Overslaugh,  Cnvler's  Bar,  Bath,  Kellogg's  Shoal,  Fish-house  Shoals,  Round 
ShofUs,  Covell's  Folly,  Van  Buren's  and  Washington  Bars.  Special  examinations  were 
made  of  rooks  at  New  Baltimore  and  in  the  West  Channel  at  Mull's.  Work  during  the 
present  season  will  consist  of  triangulation  and  filling  in  with  plane-table,  in  exam- 
inations of  the  districts  dredged  by  the  State,  in  borings  for  rock,  and  in  assisting  in 
preparing  the  maps  for  the  commission  on  pier  and  bulkhead  lines. 

The  amonnlft  of  work  is  summarized  as  follows : 


"C 


9. 1^76. 


I  April  3  to  June 
'  30, 1877. 


Total. 


LoDgth  of  river  sorveyed miles.. 

Length  of  lines  of  Boondiogs miles.. 

Nomber  of  Usee  of  sooudinge 

Kambet  of  aoundiugs 


4 

131 
2,007 


10,1 


17* 
1331 
713 


834 
19,005 
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The  expeDditnres  on  account  of  surveys  to  June  30,  were:  Salaries  aud  wages, 
15,921.32;  steam  hire  and  transportation,  $415.50;  expenses  of  tide-gauges,  |159.29. 
Total,  16,496.11. 

For  examination  of  Mud  Shoal,  Jersey  City,  charged  to  this  appropriation,  8249.87. 

The  estimate  for  the  years  1878-1879  is  $8,000. 

NBW  WORK. 

Owing  to  the  state  of  the  appropriation  no  work  was  nndertaken  till  late  in  the  fall 
of  1876.  Proposals  for  about  3,000  feet  of  full-dike  were  received  October  18,  and  the 
long-projected  dike  on  the  Overslaugh  was  commenced  October  31.  One  thouf^d  feet 
were  finished,  accepted,  and  a  partial  payment  of  75  per  cent,  was  made  December  14, 
1876. 

A  crosa-dike  424  feet  long,  to  connect  the  new  work  with  the  east  shore,  was  built  by 
day's  labor,  and  cost,  including  stone  tilling,  $969.90.  One  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  of  half-dike  were  built  by  day's  labor  on  the  line  of  the  full-dike  and  partly 
filled  with  stone,  when  the  river  suddenly  closed  aud  prevented  further  work.  The 
eost  of  this  work  was  $1,741.02. 

This  work  was  injured  very  much  during  the  winter  and  in  the  springs  floods;  th^ 
river  froze  over  at  a  low  stage  and  the  ice  worked  on  piles  which  had  not  been  pro- 
tected by  stone,  pulling  them  np  and  breaking  them  away  from  the  horizontal  timbers. 
I  secured  what  I  could  nefore  the  ice  went  out,  and  found  some  of  the  piles  and  timber 
after  the  freshet  had  gone  down.    The  work  is  now  being  restored  and  filled  with  stone. 

Work  was  resumed  on  the  full-dike  May  23 ;  1,600  feet  of  timber  work  has  been 
finished  and  delivery  of  stone  begun.  The  contract  has  been  extended,  and  I  expect  to 
have  the  work  finished  before  August. 

Contract  work  for  the  present  season  should  include  830  feet  of  dike  at  Bath,  above 
Albany,  to  close  the  gap  between  Bath  and  Base  Island  dikes.  This  was  contemplated 
last  season,  but  the  state  of  the  appropriation  would  not  permit.  The  estimate  has  been 
reduced  to  $4.00  the  running  foot.  The  new  dike  on  the  Overslaugh  forms  part  of  a 
system  of  dikes,  the  plan  of  which  was  submitted  to  General  Newton  last  year  and  ap- 
proved by  him. 

A  new  section,  beginning  about  half  a  mile  below  the  south  end  of  the  present  work, 
should  be  built  at  about  the  same  distance,  750  feet,  from  the  dikes  on  the  west  shore. 
This  work  should  be  about  3,000  feet  long,  aud  should  cross  the  old  wing-dam  from 
the  east  shore.  A  cross-dike  700  feet,  to  connect  with  the  east  shore,  should  be  built  on 
the  line  of  the  wing-dam,  that  being  the  line  of  cheapest  construction.  The  estimate ' 
for  the  fnll-dike  is  $3.75  the  foot,  and  for  the  cross-dike  $1.50  the  foot. 

General  Newton  proposed  building  a  spur-dike  at  New  Baltimore  to  direct  the  ebb- 
current  ihto  the  west  channel,  but  as  the  State  is  now  dredging  on  that  line  I  think  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  delay  biiilding  till  the  working  of  the  new  channel  can  be  ob- 
served. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  given  a  good  deal  of  study  to  the  maps  of  1819,  1831, 
1838, 1843,  and  of  recent  date.  They  all  unite  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  channel 
from  New  Baltimore  to  9-mile  tree  should  be  along  the  west  shore. 

To  secure  this,  however,  it  will  be  necessary  to  remove  Austin's  Book, 
the  rocks  at  Mall's,  and  at  New  Baltimore.  The  rock  is  limestone, 
divided  by  veins  of  slate.  Lieutenant  Willard  estimates  the  total  cost 
of  removal  at  $6  per  cable  yard. 

RBPAIRS. 

All  the  dikes  at  Coeymans  were  irjnred  during  the  winter  of  1875-'76,  and  other 
works  suffered  to  a  greater  or  less  degree.  In  some  cases  timber  was  torn  away  or 
broken  down  and  piles  palled  np,  and  in  all  the  filling  had  sunk  one  or  two  feet.  Bide 
were  invited  for  labor  and  materials,  and  for  2.000  cubic  yards  of  quarry<stone  deliv* 
ered  in  the  dikes.  The  stone  was  famished  at  63  oents  per  yard,  and  was  oaed  in  lev- 
eling the  Coeymans  middle-ground  dike  and  in  filling  the  new  half-dike  and  orow- 
dike  on  the  Overslaugh.  The  works  repaired  were  iherfew  Baltimore  west  dike,  nortli 
endj  Coeymans  middle  dike,  Bath  aud  Patroon's  dikes,  and  a  smaU  amoant  spent  in 
beginning  the  opening  in  Port  Schayler  dike.  New  bids  were  asked  for  stone  in  May, 
and  the  lowest  oifer,  53  cents  per  cubic  yard  delivered,  was  accepted.  Stone  has  beea 
put  into  the  small  island  dike,  the  Ovei'slaugh  half-dike,  and  the  cross-dike,  and  will 
be  put  into  the  dikes  at  Douw's  Point  and  Van  Wies.  A  small  amount  will  have  to 
be  devoted  to  repair  of  dikes  at  Bath,  Douw^s,  Van  Wie's,  Parda  Hook,  Coeymans, 
and  New  Baltimore.  These  works  were  injured  by  the  ice,  which  formed  so  quickly 
while  the  river  was  at  a  very  low  stage  that  it  got  a  firm  hold  of  piles  and  timber  and 
raised  the  dikes  bodily.    The  piles  will  have  to  be  driven  down  and  extra  piles  driven 
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alon^  the  face  to  seonre  those  dikea  which  are  in  danger  of  being  undermined.    Eight 
handred  dollars  is  estimated  for  the  work  of  repair  and  $600  for  filling. 

The  amount  expended  last  year,  inolading  stone,  was  $dI0.96.  An  estimate  of  12,000 
is  made  for  1878  and  1879. 

STATB  WORK. 

In  May,  1876,  the  State  legislature  granted  $40,000  for  assisting  the  work  of  improT- 
iug  the  Hudson,  the  amount  to  ]^  expended  nnder  the  direction  of  the  State  engineer. 

An  agreement  was  made  by  which  I  undertook  to  furnish  all  maps  and  surveys  that 
should  DC  required,  to  recommend  lines  for  dredging,  and  to  assist  in  locating  machines, 
Ac,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  to  charg^  himself  with  the  busiuess  ot  contracts.  A  large 
amount  of  valuable  work  was  done  in  this  way,* and  the  generaJ  appropriation  waa 
left  unincumbered  for  construction  of  permanent  works. 

The  bars  removed  or  reduced  were— 

Cable  yards. 

1.  New  channel  at  Sloop-lock,  Troy 27,866 

2.  Van  Buren,  Port  Schuyler 11,934 

3.  Washington  Bar,  Port  Schuyler 12,401 

4.  Fish-house  Shoal 11,355 

Amount  between  Albany  and  Troy 63,556 

5.  Upper  railroad-bridge,  Albany 1,743 

6.  Upper  Overslaugh 48,687 

7.  Part  of  west  wing-dam 6,197 

8.  East  channel.  New  Baltimore 9,907 

9.  West  channel.  New  Baltimore 6,619 

•  — — — — 

Amount  below  Albany 73, 153 

Total  amount 136,709 

Gross  cost  $26,919.94,  or  about  20  cents  per  cubic  yard,  measured  in  the  scows. 

From  examination  of  the  map,  and  from  borings  madti  under  my  personal  direction, 
it  waa  decided  to  cut  a  new  channel  to  the  sloop-lock  at  Troy,  passing  through  islands 
west  of  the  usual  route,  which  is  obstructed  by  rock.  The  work  was  finished  in  Octo- 
ber, 1876,  an^  gives  a  channel  60  feet  wide  and  7^  feet  deep  at  low-water,  which  is 
sufficient  for  ail  boats  of  the  river  and  canal  on  the  **  northern  line."  A  balance  of 
$13,080.06  remained  for  use  this  spring,  and  $15,000  additional  was  granted  by  the 
legislature  this  year,  to  be  expended  as  before.  With  $'^,080.06  on  hand,  and  with  the 
most  important  surveys  finished,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  able  to  begin  work  in  May. 

Contracts  have  been  let  for  removing  70,000  yards  from  the  west  channel  at  New 
Baltimore,  at  10  centa  the  cubic  yard ;  60,000  yards  from  the  east  channel  at  Mull's,  at 
lOf  centa  the  cubic  yard ;  and  60,000  yards,  including  the  winf;<dam  on  the  Overslaugh, 
at  the  same  rate.  The  rate  accepted  for  work  above  Albany  is  12  cents  the  cubic  yard, 
measured  in  scow,  but  the  quantities  have  not  yet  been  determined. 

I  waa  much  opposed  to  the  plan  of  opening  the  east  channel  at  Mull's,  being  con- 
vinced that  the  relief  would  not  be  permanent.  Both  Mr.  Van  Baron  and  his  deputy, 
Mr.  D.  M.  Greene,  were  of  the  same  opinion,  but  did  not  feel  warrOTted  in  attempt  ing 
rock-exoavation  with  so  small  a  balance  available.  They  will  join  us  in  the  fall  in 
making  a  beginning  on  some  of  the  most  dangerous  points  of  the  reef;  and  if  these 
are  removed,  the  channel  will  be  available  for  tugs  and  some  of  the  small  steamboats 
that  run  between  Albany  and  the  cities  below. 

I  hope  to  persuade  the  State  engineer  to  cut  off  the  projecting  bar  below  the  Middle 
Gronna  dike  at  Coeymans.  At  present  this  bar  forms  an  obstacle  to  the  flood-tide  and 
makea  a  orossov<;r.  Removal  of  25,000  cubic  yards  will  materially  benefit  the  chan- 
nel at  this  point,  making  the  course  straight  and  easy  of  navigation. 

I  must  say  here,  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  money  sil|^nt  by  the  State  engineer, 
navigation  of  this  part  of  the  Hudson  would  have  been  seriously  impaired.  The  gen- 
eral appropriation  nad  beoome  almost  exhausted ;  no  funds  were  granted  till  the  end 
of  the  long  session,  and  they  were  not  available  until  the  middle  of  autumn.  The 
obstructlona  were  caused  by  ice-gorges,  and  must  be  classed  among  casualties  agaiost 
which  it  is  impossible  now  to  provide.  When  all  rocks  and  other  obstructions  shall 
have  been  removed,  and  the  river  thus  materially  deepened,  there  will  be  little  to  be 
feared  from  ice-gorges. 

DREDOHfO. 

I  expended  $285  in  dredffing  on  the  crossover  above  the  Overslaugh t>efore  the  State 
appropriation  became  available,  paying  the  price  afterward  agreed  upon  in  the  con- 
tract made  by  the  State  engineer.  This  work  was  a  matter  of  pressing  nece^ity. 
The  amount  was  1,900  cubic  yards,  which  I  expected  would  be  paid  for  by  the  State,  but 
it  was  undertaken  before  the  State  money  was  appropriated. 

16  s 
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BT7LKHEAD  UNBS. 

» 

In  order  to  carry  oat  the  snggeetionB  in  the  last  report,  lookinic  to  the  establishment 
of  pier  and  bulkhead  lines  on  the  Hudson  from  Troy  to  deep  water,  a  concurrent  reso- 
IntioQ  was  passed  by  the  State  lef^islatnre  in  April,  and,  at  the  Governor's  request,  the 
President  has  appointed  a  board  of  United  States  officersi  to  be  associated  with  certain 
officers  of  the  State  government,  to  fix  the  lines. 

PROTECTION  OF  DIKES. 

The  dikes  between  Albany  and  Troy  have  suffered  a  good  deal  from  river-tbteTes. 
The  high  dike  below  Hill-house  Island  has  lost  about  200  ties,  and  timber  has  been 
freely  taken  from  the  old  crib-dike  above  Base  Island.  The  depredations  are  commit- 
ted in  the  winter,  and  probably  at  night,  and  the  work  is  done  by  men  who  have  tools, 
for  the  timber  is  sawed  out.  and  generally  without  disturbing  the  face  of  the  work.  I 
have  made  complaints,  botn  by  letter  and  in  person,  at  Albany,  Troy,  and  West  Troy 
but  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  thieves  or  to  prevent  the  plundering. 

This  work  is  in  the  fourteenth  collection-district,  A.lbany  being  the  port  of  entry. 

The  value  of  imports  for  the  fiscal  year  was  $495,905,  gold. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  on  same  was  |102,1^6.92. 

The  tonnage  of  the  port  is  268  vessels ;  42,162.54  tons. 

The  amount  of  commerce  and  navigation  benefited  is  estimated  at  five  hundred 
millions  dollars. 

Amount  asked  to  be  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  re- 
moval of  Austin's  Mills,  and  New  Baltimore  Rocks t^,000  00 

Construction  of  dikes  at  Shad  and  Schermerhorn  Island 24, 000  00 

Completion  of  Overslaugh  system *12,000  00 

Renewal  and  raising  dikes  at  Base  Island 6,000  00 

126,000  00 
Amount  of  estimate  of  1868 984,304  47 

AMOUNTS  APPROPRIATED. 

By.aot  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1866 $50,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2,  1867 305,188  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 1868 85,000  OO 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  April  10,1869 90,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11,  1870 40,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1871 40,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1872 40,000  OO 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 : 40,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,1874 ....i. 40,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 40,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876 50,000  00 

Total 820,188  00 

Amount  expended 783,327  58 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  available (5,515  09 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 50,000  00 

•  $55,515  09 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18,654  67 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,876  00 

28,530  67 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 26,984  42 

Amonnt  (estimated)  reauired  for  completion  of  existing  project 164, 116  47 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fi«oal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879.    126, 000  00 
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Alstraet  ofUdsfor  consiruding  full  dike  on  Overslaugh,  October  18, 1876. 


Bidden. 


Bate  per 
foot. 


E.H.  French 

James  D.  Leary . . . 
George  W.  White 
H.  V^.  Sioat  Sc  Bro. 
P.  Saudford  Booa  . 

J.  Walsh 

StepHen  Miles.... 

J.F.Wapd 

J.  H. Marshall... . 
William  D.  Fuller 


15  35 
5  00 
4  89 
473 
4  70 
4  49 
4  44 
3  93 
8  7?> 
348 


Ahstraoi  ofoonlractfor  conairwiting  tUke  on  Overalaugh,, Hudson  Eiver. 


Contractor. 

Besidenoe. 

Date  of  con- 
ttaot. 

Subject  of  contract. 

Semarks. 

William  D.Faller.... 

Alhany.N.T. 

Oct  26. 1878. 

8,000    feet  pile  dike, 
more  or  less  . .  • .  . 

To  be  completed  Jnly  31, 

D  a. 

REMOVING  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  EAST  RIVER  AND  HELL  GATE,  NEW  YORK. 

BALLET'S  POINT. 

This  work  was  ander  the  soperintendence  of  Oapt.  W.  H.  Heper, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  assistant  to  LieatenantGolonel  Kewton  until  the 
20th  of  July,  1876.  Oapt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers,  having 
reported  for  duty  in  compliance  with  orders  from  the  War  Department, 
was ^ on  the  5th  of  August  assigned  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton  to 
duty  as  superintendent. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  excavation  at  Hallet's  Point 
was  complete  and  the  necessary  holes  for  receiving  the  final  charges 
had  been  drilled. 

Agreements  for  furnishing  the  necessary  explosives,  &g.,  having  been 
made,  the  work  preparatory  for  the  final  blflst  was  commenced  on 
August  6,  and  was  carried  forward  from  that  time  until  September  24, 
at  which  date  the  blast  was  successfally  fired. 

A  preliminary  report  upon  this  work  has  already  been  rendered  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton,  and  a  detailed  report  of  the  entire  progress 
of  the  work  from  its  inception  is  now  in  course  of  preparation  under  his 
supervision,  and  will  be  submitted  as  soon  as  completed. 

After  the  blast,  a  contract  for  removing  24,000  tons  of  broken  rock,  at 
$2.40  per  ton,  was  made  with  Mr.  Emory  B.  Seward,  who  is  now  at  work 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
dredging  he  experienced  numerous  delays  arising  from  nnfamiliarity 
with  work  of  this  kind,  the  breaking  of  machinery,  collisions  with  sail- 
ing-vessels, and  the  heavy  ice  running  during  the  winter;  but,  profiting 
by  experience  gained,  he  is  now  making  good  progress  in  the  work. 

The  total  amountof  rock  to  be  removed  in  order  to  secure  a  minimnm 
depth  of  26  feet  at  mean  low-water  is  about  75,000  tons,  or  37,500  cubic 
yards. 
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Up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  there  has  been  removed  14,055.61 
tons. 

The  result  of  the  dredj^ng  shows  the  whole  rock  to  be  thoroaghly 
broken  up. 

FLOOD  rocs:. 

The  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  left  the  excavation  at  Flood  Bock  filled 
with  water,  the  pamps  and  drilling-machines  having  been  removed  and 
all  work  stopped  in  May,  1876. 

Work  was  recommenced  here  on*  September  30 ;  the  water  having  been 
pumped  oat,  the  drills  were  started  npon  October  7.  The  excavation 
was  carried  forward  from  this  time,  working  three  shifts  of  eight  hours 
each  daily  until  December  31,  when  the  heavy  ice  running  in  the  river 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  continue  regular  work.  The  pumps  and 
machinery  were,  therefore,  removed  from  the  mine,  and  it  was  allowed 
to  fill  with  water.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
fresh  water  for  the  boilers  toward  the  last  of  December,  owing  to  the 
freezing  of  the  water  in  the  lead  pipe  leading  to  the  rock  from  the  shore. 
One  day's  work  was  lost  owing  to  an  extraordinary  high  tide  occurring, 
with  high  wind,  which  caused  a  large  quantity  of  water  to  fiow  into  the 
mine  through  the  shaft;  an  entire  day  was  required  to  pump  this  out 
far  enough  to  continue  work. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  work  done  between  October  7  and 
December  31, 1876 : 

Namber  of  feet  of  holes  drilled 13, 311 

Number  of  holes  blasted 3,303 

Nninber  of  drills  sharpened 1,777 

Loss  of  steel  by  abrasion,  pounds 178 

Nauiberofoabio  yards  of  rock  removed .^ 1,772.8 

Average  drilling  per  onbio  yard,  feet '. 7.51 

Average  explosive  per  cubic  yard,  pounds 3.08 

Average  cost  per  onbio  yard 72.8c. 

Total  expenditure  at  Flood  Bock  during  October,  November,  and  December, 
including  cost  of  steamboat,  material  for  and  building  dock  40  feet  long. .  .|*20, 656. 61 

The  rock  removed  was  damped  in  the  shoal-water  upon  Flood  Book 
and  the  Gridiron,  for  the  double  purpose  of  covering  the  Gridiron,  as  au 
improvement  to  navigation,  and  of  forming  a  sufficiently  large  area  to 
contain  the  necessary  shops  and  engine-houses  for  continuing  the  work 
at  the  rock.  !No  appropriation  having  been  made  for  removing  the  ob- 
structions in  the  East  Biver  and  Hell  Gate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1878,  it  became  necessary  to  suspend  all  work  at  Flood  Bock,  except 
such  as  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  and  storage  of 
materials. 

The  only  work  done  after  January  1  consisted  in  overhauling  and 
storing  the  machinery,  rebuilding  a  portion  of  the  fiiea- wall  torn  down  by 
ice,  moving  the  laboratory  and  water-tanks,  whose  foundations  were 
washing  away  owing  to  insufficient  protection,  and  taking  up  the  tracks 
for  dump-cars  for  similar  reasons.    • 

As  soon  as  this  work  was  accomplished,  the  employes  were  discharged 
and  the  works  left  under  charge  of  a  watchman.  One  surface-blast  was 
made  for  removing  a  projecting  point  of  the  scaly  rocks ;  sixteen  pounds 
of  Vulcan  powder  were  used. 

STBAH-DBILLINa  SCOW. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Striedinger,  assist- 
ant engineer  in  charge  of  the  steam-drilling  scow,  will  give  sufficiently 
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fall  ioformation  of  the  work  performed  by  this  machine  daring  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  npon  the  operations  of  the  United  States  steam- 
drilling  scow  daring  the  tiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  as  follows : 

From  Jnly  1  to  Septemher  28,  1876,  the  crew  of  the  scow  was  employed  in  aflsisting 
at  the  preparations  tor  and  the  examination  after  the  destrnetion  of  the  reef  at  Hallet's 
Point,  Hell  Gate,  New  York. 

On  October  19, 1876,  she  was  towed  from  Green  point,  L.  L,  to  Di«jnond  Beef,  East 
River,  and  rock  removal  was  again  vigorously  began. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  we  anchored  the  scow  over  the  reef  in  one  hoar  and 
fifteen  minutes,  the  quickest  time  on  our  record. 

The  center-anchors  being  placed  from  the  very  beginning  exactly  where  buoyed  out 
by  me,  no  change  of  anchors  was  required  during  the  whole  season. 

Instead  of  nitro-glycerine,  Ynlcan  powder,  a  kind  of  lithofracteur,  was  experiment- 
ally used  for  chamn^  the  drill-holes  tnis  time. 

The  filing  of  the  tm  cartridge-shells  was  done  at  the  Vulcan  Powder  Factory,  about 
4,000  yards  distant  from  Diamond  Reef.  By  simultaneously  detonating  the  charges  of 
adjacent  drill-holes,  the  maximum  of  the  explosive  effect  was  always  secured. 

The  greatest  number  of  holes  thus  fired  was  21,  with  a  charge  of  1,614^  pounds  of 
Vulcan  powder,  and  the  largest  amount  of  this  Ainerican  lithofracteur  used  in  one 
blast  was  1,728|  )K>und8. 

The  closeness  of  the  Governor's  Island  and  the  New  York  Ci%  shores,  500  yards  dis- 
tant from  the  reef,  appears  to  limit  the  maximum  size  of  charge,  which  can  be  simnl- 
taneously  detonated  without  hurtful  effect  npon  the  nearest  structures  to  about  2,000 
pounds  of  this  high  explosive  when  distributed  in  only  26  drill-holes,  7  feet  apart, 
drilled  in  the  direction  of  the  line  of  least  resistance,  and  tamped  by  18  feet  of  water. 
Messrs.  Morris  &  Cumings's  dredge,  in  charge  of  Captain  Wilson,  was  placed  over  the 
reef  on  December  4, 1876,  and  continued  removing  the  rock  broken  up  by  the  blast 
until  the  operations  were  suspended.  The  time  from  the  middle  of  December  to  the 
cessation  of  operations,  December  2.3, 1876,  was  mostly  employed  in  thoroughly  survey- 
ing the  reef  by  means  of  our  sounding  apparatns,  and  in  assisting  the  raising  and  dis- 
posing of  unwieldy  debris.  To  this  end  bowlders  and  large  stont-s  exceeding  9  tons  in 
weight  were  '*  basket-chained ''  by  our  divers,  then  raised  by  the  dredge  and  placed  on 
the  stone  scows.     . 

On  December  I0;  1876,  a  bowlder  estimated  to  weigh  50  tons  was  in  this  manner 
secured  to  the  dredge's  chains,  and  after  three  fatiie  attempts  to  lift  it  about  the  water's 
surface  the  dredge  with  this  stone  held  in  suspension  was  moved  down  stream,  and 
having  reached  a  point  off*  the  reef  indicating  a  depth  of  38i  feet  at  mean  low-water, 
the  big  stone  was  lowered  on  the  river's  bottom.  The  soundings  taken  by  our  divers 
on  the  highest  points  of  the  bowlder  giving  a  minimum  depth  of  27^  feet  at  averas^e 
low-water^  the  chains  were  nnshackled  and  the  dredge  brought  back  again  to  the  reef. 
Two  collisions  happened  while  anchored  over  Diamond  Reef.  By  the  more  serious  one 
the  blacksmith-shop  was  slightly  damsged. 

The  dome  was  lowered  sixteen  times  for  drilling  purposes. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  Itst  fall's  drilling,  blasting,  and  dredging  operations: 

Total  number  of  holes  drilled ; 1H$ 

Total  number  of  feet  drilled 1,997.A 

Tot^l  amount  of  Vulcan  powder  used  in  16  drill-hole  blasts,  pounds 14, 244 

Cubic  yards  of  ({^(rM  removed 916.2.5 

Total  time  of  dredging 13  days,  7  honrs,  37  minnteH. 

Average  number  of  feet  drilled  by  each  machine  per  eight-hour  shift 9.9S 

Average  depth  of  hole,  feet 10.3 

Average  cost  of  linear  foot  of  hole  drilled,  inclndini^  towinff  scow  to  reef;  run- 
ning anchors  of  scow;  moving  scow  near  position  of  arilliog;  examining 

position;  placing  scow  over  it;  lowering  dome,  locating  and  placing  drills ; 

plotting  sextant  observations;   expenses  of  drilling;  cost  of  sharpening 

drills;  expenditure  of  steel ;  taking  out  the  drills  and  plugging  the  holes; 

hooking  on  to  dome,  and  hoisting  it  up  after  drilling  operations ;  heaving 

off  scow : (3  07 

Average  cost  of  sharpening  a  drill $L  41 

Average  number  of  feet  drilled  to  each  sharpening 10.0 

Expenditure  of  steel  to  each  foot  of  hole  drilled,  ounces 2.88 

Average  cost  of  dredging  and  dumping  one  cubic  yard  of  ddbtis $2  97 

The  removal  of  the  debris  not  being  completed,  the  items  referring  to  the  "  amount 
of  explosive  used  per  cnbio  yard,"  and  the  **  total  cost  of  removing  one  cubic  yard  of 
bed-rock,"  &c.,  bad  to  be  omitted  for  the  present. 

The  very  low  figure  for  dredging  thus  far  Is  due  to  the  presence  of  the  large  craters 
of  broken  stone  which  the  grapple  met  with  at  the  very  beginning.  The  cost  per 
cubic  yard  for  the  further  removal  of  these  debris  will,  therefore,  considerably  increase 
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before  the  26-foot  mean  low-water  cnrye  is  reached.  Daring  the  months  of  March  and 
April,  1877,  the  scow's  tender,  the  United  States  steam-tug  Star,  was  thoroughly  re- 
paired, and  the  scow  herself  provided  wiUi  a  new  boiler  and  two  additiobau  water- 
tanks. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  funds,  last  year's  appropriation  being  nearly  exhausted  and  no 
new  one  having  been  granted  thus  far,  no  submarine  drilling  and  blasting  or  dredging 
operations  could  be  recommenced  this  spring. 

I  should  not  conclude  this  report  without  acknowledging  the  able  co-operation  I 
again  enjoyed  by  Messrs.  James  R.  F.  Kelly,  Kelles  Karrow,  T.  Conklin,  R.  Rodgers,  J. 
6.  Downs,  and  A.  Nolting  daring  the  work  on  Diamond  Reel 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  New  York. 

The  nearest  port  of  entry  is  New  York  City.  The  amount  of  revenue  collected  last 
fiscal  year  was  $102,352,037.65. 

The  amount  of  commerce  and  navigation  benefited  by  the  completion  of  this  work 
would  be  about  $4,000,000  daily. 

Amount  asked  to  be  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879: 

Work  of  steam-drilling  scow  on  Diamond  Reef,  Frying  Pan,  and  Shell- 
drake $150,000  00 

Excavations  at  Flood  Rock,  (middle  reef) 450, 000  00 

600,000  00 

•  ORIGINAL  ESTIHATfl. 

Removing  reefs  at  Hell  Gate  and  Diamond  and  Coenties  Reefs $5, 139, 120  00 

Amounts  appropriated — 

ByactofCongressapproved  July  25, 1868..^ $85,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  April  10, 1869 180,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  July  11, 1870 250,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1871 250,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10, 1872 225,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 225,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874 225,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875 250,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876 250,0!lO  00 

1,940,000  00 
Deduct  amount  reverted  to  United  States  Treas- 
ury   $3,158  55 

Deduct  amount  allotted  to  Harlem  River 11, 000  00 

14,158  55 

$1,925,841  45 

Amount  received  fh>m  other  sources • • 151  00 


•  1  925  992  45 

Amount  expended .-    l!802!636  67 

Amount  expended  during  year  ended  June  30, 1877 : 

Removing  reef  at  Hallet's  Point $102,415  56 

Excavations  at  Flood  Rock 31,799  78 

Steam-drilling  scow 37,144  80 

C«ntingencieS|  engineering,  &c • •••        9,576  54 


Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available - $54,141  46 

Amounts  received  from  other  Kources 151  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 250,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 180,936  68 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 3,373  34 


180,936  68 

$304,292  46 
184,310  02 


July  1, 1877,  amount  available 119,982  44 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oompletioa  of  existing  project 3,213, 127  55 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879 600,000  00 
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AhsiractB  of  bids  for  removing  hroken  rock  from  HalMs  Point  Betf,  Astoria,  New  York. 

Opened  October  18, 1876. 


Bidden. 


Price  per 
ton. 


Morris  Sl  Gainings  Dredjcing  CompaoT 

Atlantio  Dredging  Com|MUiy .'. 

John  A.  Bonker 

Emory  R.  Seward 

G^rgeConklin 


•3  00 
3  60 
3  75 
S  40 
700 


Abetraet  of  oontract  for  removing  hroken  rock  from  HallefB  Point  Betf,  Astoria,  New  York, 


CoRraotor. 

Besidenoe. 

Dateofoon- 
traoL 

Sabjeot  of  contract 

Bemarks. 

BmoiyS.  Seward.. 

Albany,  N.Y.. 

Nov.  9, 1876 

RemoTal  of  94,000  tons 
of  broken  rook,  more 
or  leas. 

Contract  to  be  completed 
by  Jane  30, 1876,  and  ex- 
tended to  November  1. 
1877. 

DESTBUOTION  OF  S££F  AT  HAJLLET'S  P0II7T. 

Offioe  of  the  Chief  of  ENGiNEEBSy 

"  Washington,  D.  0.,  January  11, 1877. 
Snt:  BeferriDg  to  my  annnal  report  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  page  238| 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  officer  iu  charge  of  the  remoTal  of  obstructions 
from  East  Kiver,  New  York,  reported  that  the  explosion  at  Hallet's 
Point  (Hell 'Gate)  would  take  place  about  September  15, 1876.  It  did 
not  occur,  however,  until  the  24th  of  that  month,  when  the  complete 
demolition  of  the  reef  was  accomplished. 

General  Newton  has  made  a  preliminary  report  of  the  operations  con- 
nected with  iMb  destruction  of  the  reef,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  the  subject  and  the  general  public  inter- 
est it  has  excited,  I  beg  leave  )o  suggest  that  the  report  be  sent  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
BHg.  Oen.  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cambbon, 

Secretary  of  Woflr. 


LETTEB  OF   LIEUT.  OOL.   JOHN  NEWTON,   GOBPS   OF    BNaiNEEBS,    OF 

OCTOBEB  5,  1877. 

1  United  States  'Engineeb  Office, 

Hew  Yorky  October  6, 1877. 
Oenebal:  I  return  manuscript  and  printed  preliminary  report  of 
explosion  at  Hallet's  Point  of  December  16, 1876,  corrected. 

I  also  transmit  a  new  manuscript  appendix,  which  furnishes  a  com- 
plete solution  of  the  explosion  of  mines  by  voltaic  agency,  which  it  is 
recommended  to  substitute  for  the  printed  appendix.    This  last  is  all 
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correct  but  is  iDcomplete,  going  really  no  farther  than  Abbot's  general 
solatiOD.  If  this  substitotion  cannot  be  effected,  I  recommend  the  print- 
ing of  the  new  paper  as  a  separate  article. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  CoL  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Major-Oen.,  0.  S.  A. 

Brig.  Oen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


PRELIMINART  REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  CbNNEOTBD  WITH  THE  DE- 
STRUCTION OF  THE  REEF  AT  HALLBT'S  POINT,  EAST  RIYER^EW 
YORK. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Torkj  December  16, 1876. 

General:  This  preliminary  report  of  the  operations  at  Hallet's 
Point,  including  the  demolition  of  that  reef  on  September  24, 1876,  is 
respectfully  presented. 

For  the  detailed  and  complete  report  of  these  operations,  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Department  is  asked  until  the  facts  and  experiments  re- 
corded in  this  office  can  be  collated. 

The  area  operated  npon,  which  included  all  that  portion  within  the 
curve  of  26  feet  below  mean  low-water,  was  3  acres.  This  space  was 
perforated  with  41  radial  tunnels,  long  and  short,  and  with  11  trans- 
verse galleries;  leaving  as  supports  to  the  roof  172  piers  of  the  natural 
rock.  The  aggregate  length  of  tunnels  and  galleries  was  7,425.67  feet, 
and  the  amount  of  rock  excavated  from  these  and  deposited  in  dump- 
piles  on  the  land  was  49,480  cubic  yards. 

The  work  of  excavation  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  October, 
1869,  and  terminated  in  June,  1875 :  deducting  the  time  Tost  by  suspen- 
sion of  work,  due  to  exhaustion  or  current  appropriations,  the  actual 
period  consumed  in  this  work  was  four  y^ars  and  four  months. 

The  appropriations  were,  under  the  law,  devoted  to  many  reefs  in  the^ 
East  Biver  and  Hell  Gate  besides  the  one  at  Ballet's  Point ;  the  result* 
being  that  work  was  rarely  prosecuted  in  full  force  at  the  last-named 
place.  With  a  more  generous  grant  of  money  the  time  consumed  until 
the  explosion,  which  amounted  in  all  to  six  years  and  ten  months,  could 
have  been  reduced  to  four  years. 

As  soon  as  the  excavation  was  finished,  in  June,  1875,  the  work  of 
drilling  holes  in  the  roof  and  piers,  to  be  afterward  charged  with  explo- 
sives, was  begun.  At  the  completion,  March  25, 1876,  there  had  been 
drilled  in  the  roof  5,375  3-inch,  and  in  the  piers  1,080  3  inch  and  286 
2-inch  holes ;  the  total  length  of  holes  drilled  being  56,548  feet  of  3-inch 
and  1,897  feet  of  2  inch  holes. 

The  execution  of  the  foregoing  work  from  July  6, 1870,  to  June  4» 
1872,  was  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  Mr.  G.  G.  Reitheimer, 
now  deceased.  During  his  capable  and  efficient  oversight  the  excava- 
tion was  mainly  effected  through  hand-drilling  and  the  use  of  black 
powder. 

The  change  to  machine-drills  and  quick  explosives  was  gradually 
effected  by  directions  from  this  office :  and  from  June,  1872,  to  June, 
1875,  the  principal  reliance  was  placed  upon  these. 

Capt.Wm.H.  Heuer,  Corps  of  Engineers,  had  personal  superintendence 
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of  the  works  from  Judo  4, 1872,  until  relieved  from  duty  by  orders  dated 
July  20, 1876.  Under  his  superintendence  the  larger  amount  of  excava- 
tion  was  effected,  and  the  tunnels  and  galleries  completed.  Incidentally, 
and  under  directions  from  this  office,  numerous  trials  were  made  of  ma- 
chine-drills, of  the  qualities  of  different  steels  for  drilling  purposes,  and 
ot  the  effects  of  different  explosives.  Captain  Heuer's  services  were  very 
valuable,  his  qualities  as  a  faithful,  efficient  executive  officer  conspicu- 
ous, and  his  name  cannot  fail  to  be  associated  with  the  execution  of  the 
work. 

The  proximity  of  the  reef  to  habitations  at  Astoria,  Ward's  Island, 
and  BlackwelPs  Island  made  it  necessary  to  devise  a  system  of  explo- 
sion which,  effecting  the  work  of  demolition,  would  at  the  same  time  do 
no  damage  to  life  and  property. 

The  atmosphere  and  the  rock  being  the  mediums  through  which  the 
shock  would  be  transmitted,  it  was  essential  that  the  waves  propagated 
through  these  should  be  made  as  small  as  possible. 

It  was  evident,  in  the  first  place,  that,  if  to  each  charge  ifis  full  ca- 
pacity of  useful  work  in  the  breaking  up  of  the  rook  were  assigned, 
regard  being  likewise  had  to  the  superincumbent  weight  of  water,  no 
external  effect  of  moment  would  be  perceived  in  the  atmosphere. 

In  the  second  place,  it  was  evident  that  the  magnitude  of  the  rock- 
wave  would  depend  greatly  upon  the  amount  contained  in  individual 
charges  ]  that  is,  if  80  pounds  were  required  for  the  individual  charge, 
the  vibration  of  the  rock  would  be  much  greater  than  if  these  charges 
did  not  exceed  20  pounds.  It  was  known  that  80-pound  charges  of 
nitro-glycerine,  fired  in  numbers  of  12  to  20,  did  not  cause  a  destructive 
wave.  Again,  the  reef,  after  excavation,  being  connected  with  the  rest 
of  the  rock-formation  only  through  the  piers  and  the  outer  edge  of  the 
roof,  it  was  inferred  that  the  shock  propagated  in  the  rock  should  be 
estimated  as  due  mainly  to  the  charges  necessary  to  disrupt  the  piers 
and  roof  from  their  connection  with  the  bed-rock ;  and  also  that  the  ad- 
ditional number  of  charges  required  to  break  up  the  roof  and  'piers 
would  not  enter  largely  into  the  amount  of  shock  transmitted  under 
ground. 

These  were  the  fundamental  ideas  upon  which  the  system  of  mines 
was  established.  As  the  tunnels  in  radial  lines  concentrated  upon  the 
land,  an  accumulated  explosive  effect  in  that  direction  was  prevented 
by  so  proportioning  the  charges  that  the  roof  should  be  broken  through 
by  the  first  impulse  in  many  places,  and  thus  give  vent  upward.  To 
prevent  ekctmoentrie  explosion,  by  which  the  dShris  might  be  heaped  up 
in  large  masses  near  the  center  of  th o  area,  the  charges  in  the  outer 
zone  of  the  semi-elliptical  reef  were  increased  beyond  those  of  the  other 
portions,  and  by  this  means  the  masses  of  debris  fell  generally  back  in 
the  places  to  which  they  originally  belonged.  Some  portions  were  thrown 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  reef  toward  the  channel,  and  constituted  what 
may  be  termed  a  dispersive  explosion. 

The  mode  of  calculating  aud  arranging  the  charges  was  to  consider 
the  roof-holes  as  the  receptacles  of  explosives  enough  to  form  common 
mines.  ^ 

The  line  of  least  resistance  was  assumed  as  the  distance  from  mid- 
length  of  the  charge  to  the  surface  of  the  rock.  Since  the  charges  were 
perfectly  tamped  by  the  confined  water  within  the  excavation,  this  rule 
of  measuring  the  line  of  least  resistance  was  assumed  to  be  practically 
correct.  With  less  perfect  tamping,  the  lines  of  least  resistance  for 
such  mines  designed  to  break  through  the  roof  would  have  required 
estimates  quite  different. 
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The  average  amoant  of  explosives  required  to  break  ap  and  dis- 
lodge one  cabic  yard  in  enlargement  had  already  been  foand  to  be  0.97 
ponndSf  and  from  this  resulted,  0  =  charge  in  pounds  =  0.038 1?]  L  being 
line  of  least  resistance  in  feet. 

All  roof-holes,  excepting  those  over  piers,  were  treated  by  this  for- 
mnla. 

The  piers,  being  very  irregular  in  shape  and  size,  would  have  exacted 
much  care  and  time  to  have  located  the  holes  and  proportioned  the 
charges  to  the  exact  mathematical  requirement's  in  each  case — one  and 
a  half  pounds  of  explosive  were  assigned,  as  a  rule,  to  each  cubic  yard 
of  the  piers — ^it  being  considered  of  the  first  importance  to  demolish 
completely  these  supports  of  the  roof. 

The  roof-holes  above  piers  were  charged  from  formula  0  ^nl?]  being 
snccessively  0.038,  0.05,  and  0.06,  increasing  from  the  shaft  outward. 

The  bodies  of  piers  within  the  outer  zone  were  charged  with  2  pounds 
per  cubic  yard.  Within  the  inner  zone,  where  the  depth  was  compar- 
atively little,  it  was  considered  proper  to  reduce  the  charges  to  the 
smallest  limit  capable  of  affording  a  good  result,  both  to  avoid  disturb- 
ance of  the  atmosphere  and  to  prevent  a  concentrated  actiou,  due  to  the 
direction  of  the  tunnels  upon  the  land.  The  increased  proportion  given 
to  the  charges  within  the  outer  zone  favored  this  intention,  by  giving 
quick  vent  to  the  gases  in  that  direction. 

The  cubic  contents  of  the  roof  and  piers  were  63,135  yards,  and  the 
amount  of  explosives  as  follows : 

Poandfl. 

ReDd-rock , 9, 127| 

Valcan-powder ll,852f} 

Dynamite .^ 28,935^ 

"19,915^ 

Being  at  the  rate  of  0.79  pound  to  each  cubic  yard. 
Bend-rock  furnished  by  J.  B.  Band  &  Co. : 

Nitro-glyoerine... 33.4  parts  by  weight. 

Charcoal ' 2.4  parts  by  weight. 

Rosin 2.0  parts  by  weight. 

Palp,  (paper  or  wood  fiber) 2,7  parts  by  weight. 

Salpbor 6.7  parts  by  weight. 

Nitrate  of  potash 52.8  parts  by  weight. 

100 

Vulcan-powder  fnmished  by  B.  W.  Warren : 

Nitro-glycerine 30.0  parts  by  weight. 

Charcoal 10. 5  partM  by  weight. 

Salphnr 7. 0  parts  by  weight. 

Nitrate  of  soda 52. 5  parts  by  weight. 

100 

Giant-powder  No.  1,  or  dynamite,  furnished  by  Atlantic  Giant-Powder 
Company,  Messrs.  Varney  &  Doe,  agents  r 

Nitro-glycerine 75.0  parts  by  weight. 

Kieselguhr ^ 25.0  parts  by  weight. 

100 

The  vulcan-powder  was  furnished  at  26  cents,  rend-rock  at  27  cents, 
and  dynamite  at  60  cents  per  pound. 

The  first  two,  in  quantities  equal  to  the  full  amount  charged,  were 
considered  quite  sntficient  to  break  up  the  rock,  but  as  it  was  conjec- 
tural how  long  the  cartridges,  from  outside  interference,  might  have  been 
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left  exposed  to  wet,  it  was  decided  best  to  use  a  certain  portion  of  dy- 
namite, as  being  less  liable  to  saturation  by  water. 

Yalcan-powder,  confined  in  a  tin  case  left  open  at  one  end  and  ex- 
posed to  still  water  nntil  the  contents  became  a  mash,  had  been  exploded 
by  a  fulminate  cap,  bat  the  force  of  the  explosion  was  diminished  by 
such  treatment. 

The  explosives  were  packed  at  the  respective  places  of  manufsicture 
in  tin  cartridge-cases — the  last  being  furnished  l^  the  Government. 

The  number  of  holes  charged  was  4,427  and  the  number  of  tins  used 
was  13,596 — 87  per  cent,  being  22  inches  and  the  remainder  11  inches 
in  length. 

The  holes  being  tapering,  the  cases  varied  in  diameter  from  If,  to  2^ 
inches — ^the  intermediate  sizes  differing  by  one-eighth  of  an  inch. 

One  end  of  the  tin  case  was  fitted  with  a  screw-cap  with  rubber  wash- 
ers, to  exclude  water,  the  other  end  being  arranged  with  four  short 
lengths  of  brass  wire  soldered  on  the  perimeter  of  the  bottom  and  spread 
out.  When  the  cartridge  was  pushed  home,  the  wires,  by  their  elasti- 
city, pressing  against  the  side  of  the  hole,  prevented  a  falling  out.  This 
simple  and  efiPective  device  was  due  to  Mr.  Bernard  Boyle,  chief  over- 
seer  of  the  work. 

Several  thousand  of  the  dynamite  cartridges,  when  delivered  at  the 
works,  were,  by  some  misapprehension,  not  screwed  tight }  and,  as  there 
was  risk  attending  rectification  of  that  defect,  without  taking  precau- 
tions which  would  have  consumed  too  much  valuable  time,  it  was  de- 
cided to  use  them  in  the  condition  found ;  that  is,  liable  to  take  in 
water. 

On  the  11th  September,  the  charging  of  holes  was  commenced,  and 
finished  at  9  p.  m;  on  the  20th,  consuming  nine  days.  Had  the  car- 
tridges been  delivered  as  agreed  upon,  this  operation  would  have  con- 
sumed only  about  four  days. 

After  the  holes  had  been  charged  with  tin  canisters,  the  next  opera- 
tion was  to  insert  the  priming  charges,  which  were  contained  in  brass 
tubes.  Brass  was  preferred  to  tin  on  account  of  greater  durability  in 
salt-water  and  better  protection  against  leakage— conditions  insuring 
the  detonators  at  least  against  moisture,  should  the  exposure  be  of  long 
duration. 

The  amount  of  these  charges,  f  of  a  pound  to  each  primer,  has  been 
included  in  the  grand  total  already  given.  The  primers  contained  also, 
as  detonators,  fuses  holding  each  20  grains  of  fulminate  of  mercury. 
The  terminals  of  two  connecting  wires  were  inserted  in  each  fuse,  and 
bridged  with  0.0015  inch  silver  platinum  wires  ^  inch  in  length.  The 
fuses,  it  groups  of  20,  were  connected  in  continuous  series  with  connect- 
ing-wires. A  lead  and  a  return  wire  were  attached  to  each  group.  The 
fuses,  which  were  very  perfect  in  quality,  were  furnished  by  J.  R.  Band 
&  Co.,  and  manufactured  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  H.  Julius 
Smith,  their  electrician. 

Twenty  primers,  with  fuses  and  wires  properly  arranged  in  s^  box, 
with  lead  and  return  wires  on  reels,  were  carried  to  each  party  engaged 
in  this  work.  The  time  consumed  in  placing  3,680  primers,  unreeling 
the  lead  and  return  wires,  and  leading  these  out  of  the  shaft,  was  two 
days  and  a  fraction. 

The  connecting-wires.  In  lengths  varying  in  the  different  groups  from 
20  to  35  feet,, were  copper  wires  of  No.  18,  American  gauge,  (0.04303 
inch,)  insulated  by  a  coat  of  gutta-percha^  the  size,  after  coating,  being 
No.  9,  American  gauge,  (0.11443  inch.)  The  total  amount  used  was 
118,525  feet. 
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The  lead  and  return  wires  were  copper  wires  of  No.  12,  American 
gauge,  (0.080808  iuch,>  insulated  with  two  coats  of  gutta-percha;  size  of 
coating,  No.  4,  American  gauge,  (0.2043  inch.)  The  total  amount  used 
was  147,703  feet,  in  lengths  from  250  to  625  teet. 

The  connecting  and  a  portion  of  the  lead  wires  were  manufactured 
by  S.  Bishop;  the  remainder  of. the  lead  wires  by  Geo.  M.  Mowbray,  of 
North  Adams,  Mass. 

The  charging  of  the  holes  with  cartridges  and  primers  was  the  critical 
part  of  the  operation.  To  insure  regularity  and  avoid  confusion,  the 
prolific  source  of  accidents,  contiguous  holes,  in  groups  of  20  each,  were 
connected  with  plug-lines,  and  the  spot  marked  out  where  the  boxes 
containing  the  cartridges  for  a  particular  group  should  be  placed.  The 
numbers  and  sizes  of  the  cartridges  for  each  hole  were  known  at  the 
distributing  depot  of  the  cartridges,  which  was  located  in  the  shaft. 

As  fast  as  the  holes  were  charged  the  plug-lines  were  restored  to  the 
original  places,  in  order  to  guide  the  men  intrusted  with  the  primers, 
who  were  to  go  over  the  same  ground. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  plug-lines  represented,  in  reality,  the  con- 
necting wires  between  the  fuses,  which  were  of  uniform  length  in  the 
same  group,  though  varying  in  that  dimension  between  different  ones. 

Owing  to  irregularity  of  delivery,  there  were  at  times  as  much  as 
15,000  pounds  of  explosives  in  the  general  depot,  and  precautions  were 
redoubled  until  that  amount  was  reduced  within  limits. 

The  batteries  used  consisted  respectively  of  40, 43,  and  44  cells  of  zinc 
and  carbon,  or  960  cells  in  all,  divided  into  23  distinct  batteries,  each 
battery  to  fire  160  fuses,  arranged  in  divided  circuit  in  eight  groups,  of 
20  each.  The  fluid  was  made  in  the  proportion  of  6  pounds  of  bichro- 
mate of  potassa,  1  gallon  concentrated  pure  English  sulphuric  acid,  and 
3  gallons  of  water.  The  formula  by  which  the  electrical  apparatus,  in 
its  relation  to  the  mines,  was  arranged  and  calculated,  was  the  general 
formula  for  such  batteries, 

C  being  the  current  in  webers ;  E  the  electromotive  force;  R  the  in- 
ternal and  r  the  external  resistances. 
Galling  N  the  total  number,  and  n  the  number  of  fuses  in  each  group, 

-.  s=s  number  of  groups. 

Then  by  the  principle  that  the  sum  of  the  currents  in  the  divid^  parts 
of  a  circuit  is  equal  to  the  principal  current, 

C  being  a  maximum  when  JB  =  r ;  c  was  a  known  quantity,  determined 
by  experiment,  and  representing  the  webers  of  current  required  to  ex- 
plode with  absolute  certainty  n  fuses  of  the  kind  in  question.  (See  Ap- 
pendix.) 

In  determining  the  constants  for  the  wires,  fuses,  and  batteries, 
Bradley's  rheostat  and  galvanometer  were  the  principal  instruments 
employed. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Striedinger's  services  in  these  details,  as  also  in  those  of  the 
battery-frames  and  circuit-closer,  were  very  valuable,  and  he  likewise 
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developed  mnch  practical  skill  iu  laying  down  the  wire  system  npon  tbe 
groaud  without  accident  or  interference  with  the  other  work  going  on. 

Resistance  of  lead  Tnre,  per  100  feet 0.157  ohms. 

Resistance  of  ooDoeotiDff  wire,  per  100  feet ^ 0.68       ** 

Resistanceof  fases,  cold. 1.90       " 

Resistance  of  fases  at  moment  of  explosion 2.01       '' 

Resistanceof  battery,  per  cell 0.15       " 

Electromotive  force  of  battery,  per  ceU 1.95  volts. 

Corrent  required  to  explode  fuses  in  series 0.675  webers. 

In  the  above,  the  resistances  of  the  wires  and  the  battery  and  its 
electromotive  force  were  revised  by  General  Abbot  with  the  elaborate 
electrical  apparatus  of  the  torpedo-school,  who  also  furnished  from  his 
experiments  the  resistances  of  fuses  at  the  moment  of  explosion  and 
the  amount  of  current  required  to  explode  fuses  in  series* 

The  batteries  were  manufactured  by  Charles  T.  Chester,  the  size  of 
the  plates  being  4^'^  x  6^^,  and  the  immersed  portions  ^''  x  4|'^ 

The  separate  batteries  were  so  arranged  in  two  frames  that  all  the 
cells  could  be  immersed  by  the  same  operation. 

The  system,  then,  consisted  of  3,680  mines  and  23  batteries,  each  bat- 
tery assigned  to  160  mines,  which  were  divided  into  8  groups,  of  20  each. 
The  mines  of  each  group  were  connected  in  continuous  series,  and  a  lead 
and  return  wire  to  the  battery  closed  the  circuit. 

To  insure  the  simultaneous  discharge  of  the  whole  system  ''  a  circuit- 
closer^  was  introduced. 

The  method,  which  will  be  explained,  for  one  division  of  160  charges 
will  suffice  for  the  others. 

One  lead-wire  from  each  group  of  the  division,  $.  e.,  eight  in  all,  was 
connected  with  one  pole  of  the  battery.  The  other  pole  was  then  con- 
nected with  a  brass  pin  penetrating  through  a  wooden  horizontal  disc, 
which,  being  let  go  by  the  run,  would  cause  the  brass  pin  to  enter  a  cup 
filled  with  mercury,  planted  in  a  second  wooden  horizontal  disc  fixed  in 
position.  If  the  eight  return  wires  of  the  same  groups  were  then  con- 
nected with  the  brass  cup  containing  mercury,  it  is  evident  that  when 
the  brass  §in  entered  the  mercury-cup  the  circuit  would  be  closed,  and 
Qxplosiop  would  result.  Obviously,  if  instead  of  one  pin  and  one  mer- 
cury-cup^ 23  pins  and  23  cups  were  attached  respectively  to  the  two  discs, 
and  the  same  connections  as  just  described  made  for  each  and  every 
division  of  160  mines,  a  simultaneous  explosion  would  result  at  the 
moment  when  the  upper  disc  should  fall  upon  the  lower. 

The  upper  disc  was  held  over  the  lower  one  and  apart  from  it  by  a  cord 
passing  upward  and  looped  over  the  tin  case  of  a  torpedo,  securely  at- 
tached to  a  frame.  This  torpedo  or  cartridge  of  dynamite  was  provided 
with  a  detonator,  from  which  two  wires  passed  to  a  small  battery  sit- 
uated 2,100  feet  distant.  The  torpedo  was  fired  by  closing  this  circuit 
with  a  Morse's  key — the  cord  being  severed  allowed  the  upper  disc  to  de- 
scend upon  the  lower,  and  thus  close  the  circuit  of  the  great  batteries. 

Capt.  James  Mercur,  Corps  of  Engineers,  reported  for  duty  August  5, 
1876,  and  was  assigned  to  the.  works  at  Hallet's  Point  as  tbe  criiical 
period  for  the  charging  of  the  mines  and  laying  down  tbe  electrical  sys- 
tem approached,  which  operations  he  was  to  superintend.  The  arrange- 
ments for  these  had  been  nearly  perfected,  and  there  remained  only  the 
testing  of  the  fuses,  and  to  verify  by  the  actual  firing  of  an  experimental 
grouping  of  fuses  the  reliability  of  the  formula,  in  which  his  services 
were  very  valuable.  From  theoretic  as  well  as  from  practical  knowledge, 
this  officer  was  proficient  from  the  start  in  the  work  to  which  he  was 
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assigned.    Mr.  Striedioger,  nnder  him,  carried  oat  the  electrical  system 
iu  its  various  details  as  already  adopted. 

This  report  shoald  Dot  close  withoat  honorable  mentioD  of  Mr.  Bernard 
Boyle,  chief  overseer,  and  of  Mr.  Andrew  O.  Dwyer,  master-carpenter, 
whose  faithful  and  efficient  services  daring  the  long  period  in  which  they 
have  been  associated  with  the  works  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated ; 
and  also  of  Mr.  Washington  Isetts,  in  charge  of  steam-machinery,  whose 
occasional  services  at  Hallet's  Point  have  been  very  valuable. 

Mr.  William  Preuss  had  been  the  surveyor  at  the  works  almost  since 
the  commencement,  and  his  duties  have  been  performed  with  great  ac- 
curacy and  fidelity. 

Messrs.  A.  Doerflinger  and  M.  A.  Lacy,  besides  having  been  associated 
at  times  wilh  the  surveys  there,  were,  during  the  preparations  for  the 
explosion,  eng)iged  in  calculating  and  tabulating  the  numerous  charges, 
and  in  other  duties  which  required  accurate  periormance,  much  care  and 
fidelity. 

The  siphon  was  started  at  12.07  a.  m.  on  the  23d  September,  and  at 
7.30  p.  m.  the  excavations  were  filled  to  the  level  of  the  tide. 

The  mines  were  fired  at  2  hours  50  minutes  3  seconds  p.  m.  on  Sep- 
tember 24,  1876. 

The  explosion  was  distinguished  by  the  absence  of  hurtful  shocks  in 
the  atmosphere,  in  the  water,  or  under  ground. 

The  elevation  of  spray,  vapor,  and  gases  pixyected  upward,  reached 
to  the  height  of  123  feet,  measured  at  the  center  and  highest  point  The 
quantity  of  water  actually  raised  was  trifling,  as  evidenced  by  the  almost 
total  absence  of  a  propagated  wave.  The  explosive  effort  in  the  air  was 
not  perceptible,  the  glasses  in  buildings  close  to  the  dam,  and  of  one  iu 
particular,  along  the  share-line  of  the  shaft  itself y  not  having  in  a  single 
instance  been  broken. 

The  underground  shock  was  trifling,  but  perceptibly  felt  in  the  cities 
of  New  York  and  Brooklyn.  Along  the  line  of  the  reef  a  little  plaster- 
ing was  dislodged  from  a  ceiling  in  a  house  150  yards,  and  in  two  houses 
600  yards,  from  the  work. 

The  new  facts  obtained  by  this  experience  are:  • 

1st.  That  an  unlimited  amount  of  explosives  distributed  in  blast-holes 
in  moderate  charges,  proportioned  to  the  work  to  be  done,  thoroughly 
confined  in  the  rock  and  tamped  with  water,  may  be  fired  without  dam- 
age to  surrounding  objects. 

2d.  That  an  unlimited  number  of  mines  may  be  simultaneously  fired 
by  passing  electric  currents  throagh  the  platinum-wire  bridges  of  de- 
tonators. 

A  magneto-electric  machine  would  have  probably  answered  as  effect- 
ually as  the  zinc-carbon-bichromate  batteries,  but  its  employment  would 
not  under  the  circumstances  have  been  convenient. 

Besides  preliminary  trials  to  test  the  passage  of  the  current  throagh 
the  fuses,  they  were  proved  when  put  in  the  mines  before  and  after  the 
water  was  let  in.  At  the  last  test  two  of  the  groups,  of  20  charges 
each,  failed  to  indicate  a  current  through*  them.  There  were  besides  782 
charges  which  were  never  connected  with  the  batteries,  and  were  de- 
signed to  be  exploded  by  concussion.  The  number  of  those  finally  con- 
nected with  the  batteries  was  therefore  3,640,  and  of  those  not  con- 
nected 822. 

After  the  explosion,  an  4Barly  and  thorough  examination  was  made 
with  divers,  and  up  to  this  moment  nothing  has  been  discovered  op- 
posed to  the  confident  belief  felt  in  the  complete  demolition  of  the  reef. 
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Tho  coDtractor  is  at  work  removiog  the  broken  rock  with  a  steam- 
grapple.    The  cost  to  the  Government  is  $2.40  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 

The  total  cubic  contents  demolished  by  the  explosion  were  63jV65  cubic 
yards,  solid.  On  the  different  suppositions  for  the  broken  debris,  of 
once  and  a  half  and  of  twice  the  original  volume,  there  would  result 
respectively  94,702A  and  126,370  cubic  yards.  The  amount  of  debris  is, 
however,  86,992  cubic  yardSj  leaving  to  be  accounted  for  either  7,710 J 
or  39,378  cubic  yards. 

It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  material  broken  fine  by  the  explosion 
has  been  swept  away  by  the  currents,  and  also  that  a  large  amount  has 
been  sifted  into  the  interstices  of  the  broken  mass. 

The  quantity  of  broken  stone  to  be  grappled  in  order  to  obtain  a  depth 
of  26  feet,  at  mean  low- water,  is  37,082  oobic  yards;  and  to  obtain  a 
depth  of  28  feet,  45,488  cubic  yards  measured  in  the  pile*  As,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  first-named  depth,  the  grapple  must  penetrate  about  1^  feet 
lower,  the  total  amount  to  be  removed  may  be  put  at  60,000  tons,  equiva- 
lent to  30,000  cubic  yards,  solid. 

The  amoant  expended  for  exoayation  and  exploeion  at  Hallet's  Point  has 

been $952,105  77 

Estimate  for  removing  broken  stone 160,000  00 

Total  cost  after  eompletion 1,112,105  77 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  Colonel  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 

Brig,  Gen,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Ungineersj  U.  8.  A. 


0  8IMX7LTANBOU8  IGNlTIOK  ,OF  A  NUMBER    OF  MINES. 

The  if^iition  of  mines  by  electrical  agency  will  depend  npon  the  natnre  and  arrange* 
ment  of  the  batteries,  the  dispositions  of  the  mines,  and  upon  the  kind  of  fase  or 
detonator. 

For  low-tension  foses  the  platinnmwire  bridges  are  heated  by  the  onrrents  either 
from  voltaic  or  magneto-electric  batteries. 

The  general  formnla 

in  which  C  is  the  onrrent  in  webers,  £  the  electro-motive  force  of  the  battery,  U  the 
internal  and  t\  the  external  resistances,  applies  to  voltaic,  and,  so  far  as  tested,  to 
magneto-electric  batteries,  in  which  the  currents  are  continuously  in  the  same  direction. 

This  disonssioQ  will  refer  partioalarly  to  voltaic  batteries,  but  by  making  proper  sab- 
stitntious  will  also  apply  to  magneto-electric  maohioes. 

Any  number  of  oells  may  be  combined  in  series ;  that  is,  having  the  plates  of  oppo- 
site polarities  in  oontignous  elements  connected,  and  each  element  of  tne  series  may 
be  composed  of  one  or  more  single  elements. 

As  with  a  given  number  of  elements  there  may  be  many  particular  combinations,  it 
is  desirable  to  know  which  of  these  would  prove  to  be  most  efficient,  and  would  ignite 
the  greatest  number  of  mines. 

But  the  combinations  possible  in  grouping  the  mines  are  likewise  many,  and  it  la 
important  to  ascertain  which  grouping  would  lead  to  the  beet  result. 
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This  fignre  represents  the  8:r8tein  of  combining  the  mines  in  series,  by  groups ;  that 
is,  having  the  detonators  of  the  mines  of  a  groan  joined  in  regular  sequence.  A  lead 
wire  connects  each  end  of  a  group  with  a  pole  ot  the  battery. 

This  arrangement  is  the  most  general,  all  other  dispositions  being  but  particular 
forms  of  it. 
It  is  reqnired  to  determine  the  number  of  gronns,  and  the  number  of  mines  to  a  group. 
The  experiments  at  the  torpedo  school,  Willeta  Point,  showed  great  differences, 
(in  resistances,  and  in  webers  of  current  necessary  to  ignite,)  corresponding  to  differ- 
ent  lengths  and  sizes  of  the  platinum  wire  in  the  bridges:  and  the  proper  selection  of 
a  bridge  for  each  case  would  amply  compensate  for  the  time  bestowed  upon  this 
branch  of  the  subject. 

«= number  of  single  elements  to  be  combined  ==•<; 

I = number  of  elements  in  series,  or  number  of  batteries; 

8  ss  number  of  single  elements  in  one  battery  or  compound  element ; 

/=  resistance  of  one  fuse  at  moment  of  ignition,  plus  that  of  its  connecting  wire ; 

er=  electro-motive  force  of  one  element ; 

r= resistance  of  a  single  element ; 

A's:  number  of  fuses  to  he  ignited ; 
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n = nnmber  to  each  gronp ; 

c=nnmber  of  webers  of  current  req aired  to  ignite  each  uproop  ; 
C= total  number  of  webers ; 
2= resistance  of  lead  wires  to  eacb  group. 
The  resistances  of  all  the  groaps  in  the  system  are  sapposed  to  bo  eqaal. 


a,  a,  a.    b,  b,  &.   c,  c.  c. 
Fuaes  in  series  by  groups. 


mmj 


N 


Tbe  variables  are  C,  x,  iy  «,  N^  and  n,  and  the  quantities  to  be  determined  are  ac,  ty 
J  and  fi.     . 

In  divided  circuits,  the  principal  current  is  equal  to  the  smn  of  the  partial  currents, 
and  hence: 


ri  = 


nf^l 


and{by  substitution  in  general  equation 


n 


ei 


'    In  a  ffiven  combination  of  elements,  the  maximum  effect  is  obtained  when  the  total 

resistance  in  the  elements  is  equal  to  the  resistance  of  the  external  parts  of  the  circuit. 

That  this  law  may  not  be  misinterpreted,  it  must  be  noted  that  it  supposes  the  ex- 

16  b  . 
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temal  resistance  cannot  be  arbitrarily  varied,  depending,  as  this  does,  upon  the  work 
to  be  done,  which,  again,  must  be  in  relation  to  the  arrangement  of  the  battery. 

Differentiating  C  with  respect  to  t,  and  placing  the  first  differential  co-e£5oient  equal 
to  zero : 

rt     ti/-fZ 
it—     N     ' 
n 

or  the  internal  equal  to  the  external  resistance. 
From  this  relation  combined  with  £q.  1 — 

^==,  jL,(Eq.2.) 
n         )tcT 

whence, 

m e_ 

X  n      J^cr 

<_2o'^^,(Eq.3;) 
and 

Before  discussing  these  equations,  it  is  well  to  remark  that  the  same  results  would  be 
obtained  by  differentiating  — ,  x,  or  J^^with  respect  to  t. 

^-^ 

of  t  or  n,  which  may  be  assumed,  and  are  the  best  results  for  such  particular  cases ; 
but  it  yet  remains  to  findjthat  combination  which  will  make  x  a  minimum,  and  furnish 

the  corresponding  values  of  n  and-- . 

The  relation^ 

N     t        e  ^     ^ 

i  N  t 

shows  that  as  ~  decreases,  —increases and x decreases;  -,  however,  will  decrease  as  n 

increases,  and  hence  x  is  not  only  a  decreasing  function  of  n,  but  of  t  also.    Since  t  and 
ft  are  increasing  functions  of  each  other,  x  will  therefore  be  a  minimum  when  t  is  a 
maximum ;  that  is,  when  t  =  x,  or  when  the  whole  number  of  elements  is  combined  ia 
single  series. 
It  I,  the  resistance  of  the  lead  wires  to  a  group,  be  neglected,  these  would  result : 

,      2c/n   N           e         ^        \Nr<?f 
'  =  — ^-    -=»-o---»anda;=- 


As  X  here  is  independent  of  n  or  t,  it  follows  that  in  whatever  combination  the  ele- 
ments, or  the  mines,  may  be  arranged,  (provided  the  eqnality  of  the  external  and  in- 
ternal resistances  be  preserved,)  there  will  always  result  a  constant  value  of  x  so  long 
ae  N  remains  the  same. 

Reverting  to  Equations  2  and  4,  when  x  =  ^, 

«  =  1, 1.  _-,  -Z-,  a  constant,  (Eq,  5 ;) 
and 

«  =  4— ^  +-^,(Eq,6.) 

When  the  problem  of  igi;ition  is  applied  in  practice,  it  must  start  with  a  given  value 

N 
%iNoTotx)  assuming  either,  the  values  of  x,  JV,  n,  and  ^  will  be  defined. 

From  Eq.  5  it  appears  that  the  number  of  groups  will  not  vary  from  variation  of  the 
number  or  elements,  as  long  as  these  are  combined  in  single  series.  ^ 

By  substituting  value  of  (,  Eq.  3.  in  Eq.  1, 

^  -  n  ' 
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in  which  C  and  n  are  variables,  and  C  »  =  iVo ;  alao,  Eq.  4  gives, 

i^rr^V/n  +  O, 

in  which  x  and  n  are  variables. 

If  n  be  laid  off  on  axis  of  abcissas,  and  C  and  x  upon  axis  of  ordinates,  there  will  be 
lormed  two  cnrves,  which  it  is  proper  here  to  discuss. 

The  second  differential  co-effloients  of  C  with  respect  to  ii,  and  of  w  with  respect  to 
O,  being  of  the  same  sign  with  the  respective  co-ordinates,  the  curve  is  convex  toward 
both  axes  of  co-ordinates ; 

«  =  0;5^^  =  co,. 

that  is,  the  axis  of  ordinates  is  one  asymptote ; 

or  the  axis  of  abcissas  is  the  other  asymptote. 
From  Eq.  4, 

dx  AKd'rl 

and  a  similar  discussion  holds  true  with  respect  to  this  curve. 

-^- 

is  the  equation  of  a  hyperbola  referred  to  its  center  and  asymptotes. 

yrc* 

is  the  equation  of  a  hyperbola  referred  to  an  asymptote  as  axis  of  ordinates,  the  axis 
of  abcissas  being  parallel  to  the  ether  asymptote,  and  *t  a  distance  from  the  center 
equal  to 

a  6  is  the  curve  of  webers  of  current  between  the  values  of 

«  =  2  and  n  = — - — , 
The  dotteil  portion  results  from  assigning  other  positive  values  besides  these  to  n  in 

Eq.e=— . 

In  the  same  manner  c  d,  is  the  curve  of  £q.  4,  giving  number  of  elements  required 

2roN 
from  n  =  2  ton  =  — ^ — ; 

and  the  dotted  portion  results  by  assigning  other  positive  values  besides  those  to  n* 
The  line  0/,  parallel  to  axis  of  abcissas,  corresponds  to  values  of  x  from  Eq.  4  when 

The  value  of  c  changes  when  n  is  made  less  than  2. 

The  results  determined  may  be  briefly  summed  up : 

First.  If  the  resistance  of  the  lead  wires  be  neglected  the  arrangement  of  the 
elements  in  the  battery,  or  what  is  equivalent,  the  number  of  fuses  in  a  group,  may  be 
assamed  arbitrarily  without  changing  the  number  of  elements  required  to  ignite'  a 
^ven  number  of  fuses. 

Second.  When  the  resistance  of  the  lead  wires  cannot  be  neglected,  the  best  arrange- 
ment for  the  elements  would  be  in  a  single  series ;  such  disposition  requiring  a  min- 
imum number  of  elements  to  a  given  number  of  fusee. 

At  Hallet's  Point  the  resistance  of  the  lead  wires  could  not  be  neglected,  and  hence 
the  second  rule  appeared  to  be  applicable.  By  that  rule,  however,  it  would  have  be- 
come necessary  to  divide  the  nnmber  of  mines,  3,680,  into  9  groups  of  409  mines  each. 
There  'would  have  been  great  objections  to  stringing  409  fuses  in  continuous  series, 
since  a  defect  of  connection  in  one  would  have  prevented  the  ignition^of  the  whole 
group. 
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SKETCH  SHOWING  THE  CURVES. 


T  , 

.   "1 

"t  J 

I    I 

1 

d   -t 

f                                    « 

j                                             1 

1 

~i::~            "      " 

t- 

T 

\ 

^ 

£. 

t: 

_2  i_ 

__I         ___         _         ___ 

+         _ 

4^^ 

'        ^="-                   A 

::E::::::::::?::::::::::::: 

T 

^ 

t. 

I 

n 

L 

I                                 it 

V 

\ 

■    ■■■■■          \ 

-  -            ,  .  ^                           1          ; 

N                        1             1 

N                     \               '■ 

\    r         1  1    ;      i 

;        1    ^^|> !        ;  r  t  1  i  )  1  '■  ' 

!      1           ^t-K.^    i   1  1  i   ;   :   t   i 

■                        1  '      r^'^^-i-i-  J  1 

1        1    i    1    1    i    1        i    *~~ 

•                      1    '       '    1    '   1    !           1     " 

1    I  1    1  1  1        'ill 

I       M       1   1   1              i  1       1       i    1 

Besides,  the  lengths  of  connectin);  and  leadiDfi:  wires  for  mines  sitaated  in  varions 
parts  of  the  galleries  were  quite  different,  and  their  electrical  resistances  correspond- 
ingly so.    Hence  it  was  found  best  to  divide  the  whole  number  of  mines  into  23  divis- 
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ions  of  160  each,  subdiriding  each  diviBion  into  groups,  and  to  appoint  a  separate  bat- 
tery to  each  division. 

Notwithstanding  this  wide  departure  from  the  second  rule,  the  excess  in  the  nnm- 
ber  of  elements  required  by  it  was  only  about  23. 

Another  point  to  be  attended  to  is  this :  To  give  an  excess  of  energy  beyond  that 
prescribed  by  the  formulas  to  the  battery,  in  order  to  compensate  for  deficiencies  in 
insulation,  imperfect  connections,  &c. 

The  amount  of  this  excess  will  be  determined  in  each  instance  by  the  above  men- 
tioned considerations  and  by  preliminary  trials  in  all  important  works. 

General  H.  L.  Abbot,  Corps  of  Engineers,  is  the  first  electrician,  it  is  believed,  who 
has  determined  formulas  which  involve  the  number  of  fuses^  the  number  in  a  group, 
the  electromotive  force  of  the  battery,  and  the  various  resistances.  The  discnssion 
above  given  aims  at  a  complete  solution  of  the  explosion  of  mines  by  voltaic  bat- 
teries. 


D3. 

DREDGING  MUD-BARS  IN  HUDSON  RIVER,  OPPOSITE  JERSEY  CITY. 

An  examination  and  survey  of  that  portion  of  the  river  between  the 
Jersey  City  Ferry  and  the  Canard  docks,  from  which  163,639  cubic 
yards  of  material  were  removed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876,  was  made  during  the  spring  of  1877.  This  survey  shows  that  the 
amount  so  excavated  has  been  replaced  by  about  100,000  cubic  yards 
of  material,  which  has  been  washed  in  by  the  currents,  leaving  nearly 
the  same  depth  of  water  as  existed  before  the  dredging  was  done. 

K'o  farther  dredging  has  been  done  during  the  year,  and  none  is  rec- 
ommended until  some  plan  of  improvement  which  gives  promise  of  be- 
ing permanent  is  devised.  « 

In  this  connection  I  would  respectfully  refer  to  letters  upon  this  sub- 
ject of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Newton  of  January  4  and  April  5, 1877. 

Collection-district,  New  York.  Nearest  port  of  entry,  New  York.  Amount  of  rev- 
enue collected,  $102^352,037.65.  Amoant  of  commerce  to  be  hencfited  by  completion 
*'  of  the  work, . 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Dredging  221,300  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents $88,528  00 

Contingencies  and  engineering 13,279  20 

101,807  20 

Amount  appropriated  bj'  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 25, 000  00 

Amount  expended 25,000  00 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available S 101  05 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during -fiscal  year 101  05 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 76, 807  20 


LETTERS  OF  LIET7T.   COL.  JOHN   NEWTON,  COEPS  OF   ENGINEERS. 

1. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Kew  Tork^  January  4,  1877. 
General  :  Mr.  Strickland  Kneass,  in  his  commnnication,  reports  that 
there  is — 

A  shoal  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  directly  opposite  the  docks  occupied  by  the  Cu- 
nard  line  of  European  steamers  at  Jersey  City,  that  seriously  Interferes  with  the  move- 
ments of  those  vessels  on  their  arrival  and  departure,  &c. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  an  examination  by  accnrate  sur- 
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vey  be  made  of  this  shoal  as  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit,  because 
if  the  statemeutaof  Mr.  Kneass  shoakl  be  verified,  it  would  prove  to  be 
the  most  conclasive  argument  against  the  application  of  further  funds  to 
dredge  there,  as  the  mud-shoal  in  front  of  the  Cunard  docks  was  dredged 
for  a  length  of  350  yards,  and  one  year  since  to  a  depth  of  28  feet  at  mean 
low-water. 

I  respectfully  refer  to  the  conclusions  of  my  report  upon  the  shoal  oflf 
Jersey  City,  and  published  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1875,  Part  2,  and  also  to  my  letter  of  May  26, 1875,  addressed  to  the 
Chief  of  Engineers. 

DefeiTing  to  the  experience  to  be  furnished  by  an  examination  of  the 
dredged  portion  of  the  shoal  in  front  of  Jersey  City,  and  referring  to  the 
map  sent  with  the  report  of  February  1, 1875,  by  which  it  will  be  plainly 
perceived  that  the  main  ebb-current  washes  the  New  York  shore,  the  pres- 
ent inference  would  be  that,  as  long  as  the  present  state  of  things  endures, 
deposits  must  take  place  on  the  New  Jersey  side  faster  or  slower  accord- 
ing to  the  scour  in  the  channel,  which  again  would  depend  upon  the  elon- 
gation of  piers,  diminishing  the  cross-section  between  New  York  and  Jer- 
sey City. 

No  examination  of  currents  above  Castle  Point  has  been  made,  but 
the  soundings  appear  to  indicate  that  the  ebb-currents  are  thrown 
over  to  the  New  York  side  by  deflecting  from  the  New  Jersey  shore  at 
or  above  Castle  Point,  and  that  the  remedy  appears  to  be  to  prevent  this 
sharp  deflection  by  a  wall  indicated  upon  the  sketch  or  by  cutting  away 
Castle  Point,  the  last  being  the  heavier  work. 

It  appears  to  be  time  to  seek  for  the  evil  at  its  commencement,  and 
to  attempt  a  radical  cure,  and  I  recommend  in  case  the  examinations 
continue  to  prove  unfavorable  for  the  economical  application  of  dredging, 
to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  river  at  and  above  Castle  Point 
in  order  to  furnish  therefrom  a  project  for  permanent  improvement. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  Col.  of  Ungineei'Sy  Bvt,  Maj.  Oen. 

Gen.  A.  A.  Humphbeys, 

Chief  of  Engineers i  IF.  S.  A. 


2. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  YorJc^  April  5, 1877. 

General  :  I  have  respectfully  to  transmit  results  of  a  survey  made 
of  the  mud-shoal  oflf  Jersey  City,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in 
letter  of  January  30,  last,  from  the  oflSce  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 

The  amount  of  stuff  removed  by  dredges  during  the  interval  of  the 
two  surveys  recorded  in  the  tracing  was  163,639  cubic  yards,  measured 
in  the  scows,  or,  say,  112,000  cubic  yards  measured  in  situ.  The  actual 
diflerence,  calculated  from  the  chart,  between  the  surfaces  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  is  only  14,777  cubic  yards ;  leaving  about  100,000  cubic  yards 
to  be  accounted  for  by  fillings  This  filling  has  undoubtedly  been  due  to 
the  flowing  in  of  the  mud  from  the  sides  of  the  excavation,  as  well  as  to 
the  deposit  of  silt  from  eddies  or  slackened  currents. 

Under  the  revelations  of  this  comparative  chart,  I  cannot  recommend 
the  devotion  of  any  more  funds  by  the  Government  to  dredging  in  front 
of  the  wharves  of  the  Cunard  line. 
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The  remedy  for  the  defect  of  filling  in  which  takes  place  along  the 
pier-line  of  Jersey  City  below  Castle  Point,  and  with  more  or  less  pro- 
gress every  year,  does  not  lie  in  dredging. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Newton, 
Lieut.  CoL  of  Engineers^  Bvt,  Maj,  Oen, 
Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A, 


LETTER  OP  the  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtofij  D.  f7.,  April  10, 1877. 

Sir  :  Beferring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Strickland  Eneass,  of  the  10th 
November,  1876,  calling  attention  to  the  shoal  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  directly  opposite  the  docks  of  the  Canard  line  of  steamers,  and 
asking  its  removal  by  the  United  States,  &c.,  I  beg  leave  to  say  that 
by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  January  13, 1877,  a  survey 
of  the  locality  was  made  by  Colonel  Newton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  a  copy 
of  whose  report  thereon,  with  accompanying  map,  is  herewith  submitted. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  since,  the  section  near  the  docks  of  the  Ca- 
nard line  was  dredged  to  a  depth  not  less  than  26  feet,  and  in  many 
places  a  depth  of  28  feet  at  mean  low-water  was  reached,  and  the  result 
of  the  survey  just  completed  shows  a  large  filling  up  since  that  period. 

Colonel  Newton  says : 

Under  the  revelations  of  this  oomparative  chart,  I  cannot  recommenrl  the  devotion 
of  any  more  funds  by  the  Government  to  dredging  in  front  of  the  wharves  of  the 
Cnnard  line.  x 

The  remedy  for  the  defect  of  Ailing  in  which  takes  place  along  the  pier-line  of  Jersey 
City  below  Castle  Point,  and  with  more  or  less  progress  every  year,  does  not  lie  in 
dredging. 

I  concur  in  his  views. 

The  previous  papers  in  the  case  are  herewith  returned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig,  Oen.  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  MoCraby, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  Secretary  of  War  approves  the  view  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  T.  Crosby, 

Chief  Cleric. 
APRIL  12, 1877. 
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D4. 

IMPROVING  HARLEM  RIVER,  NEW  YORK. 

There  being  no  appropriation  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  con 
dacted  during  the  year. 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  New  York.  Nearest  port  of  entry,  New 
York.  Amount  of  reven ne  collected  for  fiscal  year  eddine  Jane  30, 1876,  |10d,352,037.65. 
Amonnt  of  commerce  to  be  benefited  by  completion  of  uie  work, . 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

I.  Piers  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4,  of  old  bridge  off  foot  of  East  One  hnndred  and 

fourteen th  street,  Harlem,  674.S  cubic  yards,  at  $6  per  cubic  yard..      ^,  045  20 

II.  Candl&-Factory  Reef,  foot  of  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-second 
street,  Harlem,  1,149.46  cubic  yards,  spread  ^over  an  area  of  2,529 
square  yards,  at  972.81  per  cubic  yard 83,703  00 

III.  Flat  rock  off  foot  of  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street,  Har- 

lem, 304  feet  from  Harlem  shore,  333.6  cubic  yards,  spread  over  an 

area  of  508  s(]|nare  yards,  at  $97.13  per  cubic  yard 32, 404  00 

IV.  Small  rock  in  midchannel  off  East  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street, 

Harlem,  470  feet  f^om  Harlem  shore,  23.9  cubic  yards,  spread  over 

an  area  of  122  square  yards,  at  $194.56  per  cubic  yard .:...        4, 650  00 

V.  Small  rock  at  mouth  of  Mott  Haven  Canal,  470.59  cubic  yards,  spread 

over  an  area  of  261.2  square  yards,  at  $45  per  cubic  yard 21, 176  55 

Contingencies,  15  per  cent,  of  the  above 21,896  82 

Total 167,875  57 

Amount  appropriated : 
Allotment  from  appropriation  "for  continuing  the  improvements  in  East 

and  Harlem  Rivers," approved  June  23,  1674 11,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000  00 

21,000  00 
Amonnt  expended 21,000  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $146, 875  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      50, 000  00 


D5. 

IMPROVING  PASSAIC  RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  appropriation  for  this  river  not  having  become  available  until  the 
Ist  of  April,  1877,  but  little  work  has  been  done,  as  the  balance  of  former 
appropriations  was  nearly  all  expended  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 

Work  was  commenced  in  April  upon  the  small  drilling-scow  to  get  it 
in  order  to  commence  operations,  and  on  May  24  was  towed  to  Belle- 
ville Bar,  and  the  diannel  cleared  of  loose  stones  for  a  distance  of  about 
75  feet.  On  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  May,  it  was  towed  to  Rutherford 
Park  Bar,  and  work  commenced  for  removing  loose  stones  and  bowlders 
from  the  sides  of  the  cut  made  two  seasons  ago.  From  the  time  of  com- 
mencing work  to  the  end  of  the  year,  395  cubic  yards  of  stone  had  been 
removed,  and  685  feet  of  channel  cleared. 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Nearest  port  of  entry,  New- 
ark, N.  J.  Amount  of  revenue  collected,  84,243.52.  Amount  of  commerce  to  be  bene- 
fited by  the  completion  of  this  work,  $1,000,000. 
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ORIGINAL  KSTIMATK. 

Middle  Bar,  dredging $936  00 

Middle  B»r,  diking 66,375  00 

Belleyille  Bar, dredging 15,501  00 

Rutherford  Park  Bar,  dredging 14,112  00 

Holoman's  and  small  bars  above,  dredging 12,000  00 

CoBtiDgenctes 15,000  00 

123,924  00 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $463  47 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

10,463  47 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,898  01 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 8,565  46 

Amount  (entimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 23, 924  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1879.  23, 924  00 


D  6. 

IMPROVING  EAST  CHESTER  CREEK,  NEW  YORK. 

The  State  commissioners  appointed  to  purchase  and  condemn  the 
marsh  land  through  which  the  proposed  channel  is  to  be  cut,  having 
completed  their  labor  and  secured  to  the  United  States  the  necessary 
ground  and  right  of  way,  the  work  was  advertised,  and  on  March  31, 
1877,  contract  was  made  with  John  Satterlee  for  dredging  a  cat  100  feet 
wide,  at  mean  high-water  mark,  9  feet  in  depth  below  mean  high-water 
mark,  and  about  2,200  feet  in  length ;  in  making  this  cut  about  3,149 
cubic  yards  of  rock  have  to  be  excavated,  and  1,210  feet  of  pile-dyke, 
and  140  feet  of  crib-dike,  have  to  be  built  to  revet  a  portion  of  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  cut. 

Work  was  commenced  about  April  16,  1877,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  the  following  work  had  been  done : 

906  cubic  yards  rock  removed. 
5,936  cubic  yards  mad  dredged. 

This  work  is  in  the  collectlou-district  of  New  York.  Nearest  port  of  entry.  New  York. 
Amount  of  revenue  collected,  $109,352,037.65.  Arooniit  of  commerce  and  navigation 
benefited  by  completion  of  the  work  would  be  82,*238,803,  annually. 

ORIGINAL  HSiniATE. 

Basin,  purchase  of  site,  18  acres,  at  $150 §2, 700  00 

Excavation  to  level  of  mean  low- water  200,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents. ..  80, 000  00 

Excavation  of  o.ut  60,000  cubic  yards,  at  40  cents 24, 000  00 

Diking  and  revetting  banks  of  cut 12,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies 17,800  00 

J36, 500  00 

Amount  appropriated : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1873 25,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875 ; 12,000  00 

37,000  00 
Amount  expended 7,281  13 
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Money  statement 

Jaly  1,  1876,  amoant  available $30,820  82 

July  1|  1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year •  • $1, 101  95 

July  1.  1877,  outstanding  liabilitiea 1,010  46 

2, 112  41 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 28,708  41 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 99, 500  00 

Abstract  of  proposals  for  dredging ^  rock-outtingf  and  diking  in  East  Chester  CreeJc,  New 

York,  opened  March  28, 1877. 


Names. 


Tho&MoGann 

John  B.  Healy 

Peter  W.Myera 

James  Dubois 

EliahaG.Gay 

John  F.Ward 

ISdwin  H.  French 

JohnBeattie 

Lafayette  Lenta ) 

John  ILBvron > 

Dan'l  C.  tfickev ) 

Comelins  Honlihan ) 

John  B.  Doyle 5 

John  Satterlee 

Caldwell  B.  Benson 

James  D.  Leary 


II 


10  93 
19 
28 
26 
20 
17 
2Si 
25 

24 

111 
16 
28 

m 


Oco 


$5  00 

1  79 

2  id 

3  00 

2  75 

3  00 
2  SO 
6  50 

2  50 

259 

95 
325 
283 


Diking. 


1210  feet 
pile. 


$5  20 
4  07 

4  10 

5  00 

3  86 
i  00 

4  00 

5  00 

4  95 

3  87 

5  50 
3  00 
346 


140  feet 
crib. 


$3  50 

3  19 

4  10 

3  00 

2  38 
6  00 
6  00 

4  95 

4  01 

387 

600 
300 

3  48 


Amonnt. 


$33,OB7  00 
20, 128  01 
23,904  52 
28.397  00 
23.263  55 
23.2^00 
24, 35%  50 
39,211  50 

25, 943  40 

19,020  41 

18. 166  55 
27, 724  25 
22, 969  67 


Bids  of  Leatz,  Byron,  and  Hickey  not  made  in  duplicate. 
Abstract  of  contract  for  dredging ^  rock-outtingf  and  diking  in  East  Chester  Creek,  New  York, 


Contractor's  name 
and  residence. 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 


Subject  of  contract. 


Remarks. 


John  Satterlee,  New 
York  City. 


Mar.  31, 1877 


Removal  of  48,000  cubic  yards  of  allu- 
vial earth,  3,149  cubic  yards  of  rock, 
and  oonstrnctiuK  1.210  feet  of  pile- 
dike,  and  140  feet  of  crib-dike. 


Commence  work  April  9, 
1877,  and  complete  the 
contract  December  31, 
1877. 


D7. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  PORT  CHESTER,  NEW  YORK. 

There  being  no  appropriation  for  this  work,  no  operations  were  con- 
ducted during  the  year. 

CollectioD-distiricf ,  New  York.  Nearest  port  of  entry,  New  York.  Amoant  of  reve- 
nue collected,  $102,3152)037.65.  Amount  of  commerce  to  be  benefited  by  completion  of 
this  work, . 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Removing  rocks  and  building  breakwater $96,632  00 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10,  1872 12, 000  00 

Amount  expended 9,b00  00 
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Money  statement. 

Jnly  1,1876, amount  available $2,236  70 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  duriog  fiscal  year 36  70 

Jnly  1, 1877,amount  available - 2,200  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 84, 632  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  60, 000  00 


D  8. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  RONDOUT,  NEW  YORK. 

During  the  winter  of  1876  and  1877  the  ice  destroyed  about  200  feet 
of  the  north  dike,  and  caused  considerable  damage  to  other  portions  of 
the  dike.  This  damage  was  repaired  by  rebuilding  the  destroyed  por- 
tion, strengthening  the  pile-work,  and  refilling  with  stone  the  parts 
injured — 3,149  cubic  yards  of  stone  being  used. 

Under  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  contract  was  made  May  20, 
1877,  for  the  construction  of  the  branch  dike,  870  feet  in  length,  and 
work  was  commenced  about  June  20,  1877.  The  channel  south  of  the 
north  dike  is  still  much  narrower  than  is  desirable,  and  will  require  the 
completion  of  the  original  project  before  the  improvement  becomes 
permanent. 

Rondout  is  in  the  collection-district  of  New  York ;  nearest  port  of  entry  is  New 
York;  amount  of  revenue  collected,  $102,352,037.65 ;  amount  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation benefited  by  the  completion  of  this  work  would  be  |80,000,000  annually. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

North  dike $41,600  00 

Branch  dike 34,400  00 

South  dike 59,600  00 

Dredging  channel 14,400  00 

Contingencies  and  engineering 22,500  00 

Total 172,500  OO 

Amount  appropriated : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10. 1872 10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1«73 20,000  00 

Amounts  allotted  June  8,  1875 : 

From  repairs  of  harbors  on  Atlantic  coast « 762  18 

From  contingencies  of  rivers  and  harbors,  &o 237  82 

ByactofCongressapproved  August  14,  1876 30,000  00 

61,000  00 

Amount  expended 37,710  23 

Money  statemenU 

Jnly  1,  1876,  amount  available $9  31 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

$30,009  31 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 719  54 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,193  90 

11,913  44 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available 18,095  87 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project Ill,  500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      70, 000  00 
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Abstract  of  bids  far  censiruoting  piU-dike  at  Randout  Harbor^  New  York,  opened  May  24, 

1877. 

Bidders. 

Price  per  linear  foot 

Bidders. 

Price  per  linear  foot. 

Fnller  &SonB 

♦7  97 

8  81 

18  67  for  first  100  feet 

6  05  for  balance 

13  42 

Francis  Pidgeon 

Henry  V.  Sloat  &  Bro. . . . 

Ross  Sanford  &  Co 

Joseph  L.  Po wley 

James  D.  Leary...... .... 

$9  85 

John  H.lfanhall 

5  97 

Stephen  Miles 

9  90 

*    Do 

7  95 

Gilbert  Earle 

10  49 

Abstract  of  oontraet  for  constructing  pile-dike  at  Bondoutj  Kew  York, 


Contractor's  name  and  address. 

Date  of  con- 
tract. 

Snliject  of  contract. 

Remarks. 

H.  V.  Sloot  &  Bro.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. . . . 

May  89, 1877 

870  feet  of  pile-dike, 
more  or  less. 

Commence  'work  Jane  13, 
1877,  and  complete  same 
December  31, 1877.. 

D  g. 

IMPllOVINa  CHANNEL  BETWEEN  STATEN  ISLAND  AND  NEW  JERSEY. 

No  work  bad  been  done  at  tbis  point  during  the  year.  Tbe  reasons 
which  were  assigned  for  not  carrying  out  the  original  and  extended  pro- 
ject for  improvement  have  gained  additional  weight  by  the  establish- 
ment of  a  large  coal-shipping  port  at  Perth  Amboy,  thus  removing 
almost  entirely  the  coal-carryiug  trade  from  this  channel. 

Efforts  are  now  being  made  to  find  out  from  those  most  largely  inter- 
ested in  the  improvement  of  this  channel  what,  in  their  opinion,  the 
needs  of  commerce  require. 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  New  York.    Nearest  port  of  entry,  New 

York.   Light-bouse,  Bergeu  Point.   Amount  of  revenne  collected, .    Amount  of 

commerce  to  be  beneflted  by  the  completion  of  this  work,  . 

ESTIMATE  OF  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Dred^ng  230,000  cubic  yards,  at  16  cents $.36,800 

Contingencies,  10  percent 3, 6tK) 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available 1229  74 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augnst  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

Total 10,229  74 

Amount  available 10,229  74 

Amount  (estimated )  required  for  completion  of  exiiiting  project 30,'  4e0  00 


D  10. 
IMPROVING  HARBOR  OF  PLATTSBURGH,  NEW  YORK. 

During  the  year  no  operations  have  been  conducted.  Mr.  D.  White, 
assistant  engineer,  reports: 

The  navigation  of  North  Plattsburgh  Harbor,  New  York,  has  become  much  impaired 
by  the  formation  of  a  bar  or  shoal  extending  eastwardly  from  the  face  of  the  "  south 
dock  "  toward  tbe  breakwater,  and  thus  contracting  the  channel  to  such  an  extent  as 
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to  render  the  ingress  or  egress  of  vessels,  when  the  lake  is  at  its  normal  stage,  embar- 
rassing: This  shoal  is  principally  the  acciimnlation  of  silt  from  the  wash  and  disinte- 
gration of  the  clay  bluffi9  lying  south  of  the  harbor  daring  the  prevalence  of  sontherly 
storms  for  the  past  nine  years ;  a  similar  shoal,  and  in  aboat  the  same  locality,  having 
been  dredged  in  1868. 

The  erection,  within  the  past  few  months,  of  a  wooden  revetment 
extending  several  hundred  feet  along  the  base  of  the  bluflfe,  by  the  New 
York  and  Canada  Eailroad  Company,  will  in  part,  if  not  wholly,  prevent 
in  future  the  growth  of  such  impediments.  The  removal  of  this  shoal 
would  greatly  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  general  commerce. 

Nearest  port  of  entry,  Plattsbargh,  in  the  coUeptiou-district  of  Cbamplain.  Amonnt 
of  revenue  collected  last  fiscal  year, .  Amount  of  commerce  benefited  by  com- 
pletion of  this  work, . 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $4,941  52 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,941  52 


D  II. 

IMPBOYING  HARBOR  AT  BURLINGTON,  VERMONT. 

Mr.  D.  White,  assistant  engineer,  submits  the  following  report  : 

The  superstructure  of  an  extension  of  160  linear  feet  of  breakwater,  under  contract 
with  James  D.  Hancock,  extending  in  a  northerly  direction,  has  been  completed'. 

The  repair  of  the  220  linear  feet  of  the  soathern  end  of  the  break- 
water, injured  by  ice-floes  during  the  terrific  storm  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1876,  has  been  commenced  and  is  well  advanced  toward  comple- 
tion, the  work  having  been  carried  up  to  within  two  courses  of  the 
necessary  height,  which  latter,  together  with  the  26  feet  of  crib  for  clos- 
ing up  the  gap  existing  between  the  sundered  section  (of  220  feet)  and 
the  main  body  of  the  work,  and  other  repairs  near  the  northern  end, 
will  be  completed  between  July  1  and  October  3, 1877, 

Burlington  Harbor  is  a  port  of  entry.  Collection-district,  Vermont.  Nenrest  fort, 
Fort  Montgomery,  New  York.    Amonnt  of  revenue  collected,  $935,000, 

Amount  appropriated : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875 |25,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876 20,000  00 

45,000  00 
Amount  expended : 29,522  85 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $7,590  71 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20, 000  00 

27,590  71 
Jalyl,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12,113  56 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 16,477  15 

Amount  (estimated)  req uired  for  completion  of  existing  project 295, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      50, 009  GO 
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D   12. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  SWANTON,  VERMONT. 

Mr.  D.  White,  assistant  engineer,  submits  the  following  report : 

The  superstructure  of  an  extension  of  69  linear  feet  of  breakwater,  under  coutraot 
with  James  D.  Haucock,  has  been  completed.' 

Under  the  appropriation  of  Augnst  14, 1876,  of  $2,000,  no  work  has 
been  done,  as  the  amount  is  not  sufficient  to  construct  a  crib  large 
enough  to  withstand  the  pressure  of  ice  brought  against  this  work  in 
the  spring,  and  it  is  proposed  to  defer  the  construction  of  another  crib 
until  an  additional  appropriation  is  made. 

Swanton  Harbor  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Vermont.  Nearest  port  of  entry, 
Windmill  Point.    Nearest  fort,  Fort  Montgomery,  New  York. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

For  1,900  linear  feet  of  breakwater $272,160  00 

Amount  appropriated : 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1873 15,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23, 1874 8,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  March  .3, 1875 10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1876 2,000  00 

35,000  00 
Amount  expended 32,389  35 

Money  statement, 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $3,411  85 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 2, 000  00 

5,41185 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,801  20 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,610  65 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 237, 160  00 


D  13. 

IMPROVINa  OTTER  CREEK,  VERMONT. 

Mr.  D.  White,  assistant  engineer,  submits  the  following  report : 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  this  work  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30, 1877. 

For  completing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  and  west  side  of  the 
basin,  the  amount  needed  will  be  $43,146. 

Vergennes  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Vermont.  Nearest  port  of  entry,  Burling- 
ton, Vt.    Nearest  fort,  Fort  Montgomery,  N.  Y. 

ORIGINAL  ESTIMATE. 

Dredging,  dikes,  and  facine-work $57,646  00 

Removing  trees 5*^  00 

58, 146  00 

Amounts  appropriated :  in  aaa  aa 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  June  10,1872 10,000  00 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  Marcli3,1875 5,000  00 

15,000  00 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $63  69 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ~  85 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available ^  ^ 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 43, 146  00 

Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscalyear  ending  June  30, 1879.      20, 000  00 
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A^"NUAL  REPORT  OP  LIEUTBNANTCOLONEL  J.  D.  KURTZ, 
CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 
JUNE  30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office; 

Philadelphia^  Pa.^  July  13, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
for  the  river  and  harbor  works  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1877. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  Kurtz, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


E  I. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  PIER  NEAR  LEWES,  DELAWARE. 

The  expenditure  of  the  remainder  ($28,500)  of  the  appropriation  of 
$80,000,  made  August  14, 1876,  having  been  authorized,  a  contract  was 
entered  into  with  Messrs.  Paulding,  Kemble  &  Co.,  of  the  West  Point 
Foundry,  Cold  Spring,  K  Y.,  (the  lowest  bidders,)  for  the  supply  of  20 
pile-shafts  and  all  the  parts  belonging  to  them.  One  delivery  of  10 
shafts  and  corresponding  parts  has  been  made. 

The  substructure  of  the  pier  has  been  built  out  from  1,533  to  1,575 
feet,  or  two  rows  of  piles  have  been  inserted  in  place.  A  steam-engine 
iias  been  substituted  for  mules  as  the  motive-power  in  lifting  and 
placing  the  piles,  with  marked  success. 

Small  appropriations,  necessitating  frequent  suspensions  and  the  stop- 
page of  work  from  the  fall  of  1875  till  the  spring  of  1877,  have  delayed 
the  completion  of  this  structure  greatly.  The  machinery  and  appli- 
ances had  deteriorated  seriously,  and  it  was  necessary  before  commenc- 
ing the  season's  work  to  rebuild  and  replace  certain  portions. 

It  is  important  that  a  sufQcient  amount  to  complete  the  work  next 
season  be  appropriated,  as  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  the  expensive 
derrick  and  its  platform  will  last  longer. 

The  particulars  of  the  operations  to  June  30, 1877,  are  given  in  the 
report  of  the  officer,  Oapt.  William  Ludlow,  Corps  of  Engineers,  in  im- 
mediate charge  of  the  work,  as  follows : 

Daring  the  latter  part  of  April  a  partial  beginning  had  been  made  by  opening  the 
bnildtngs  in  which  tne  material  on  hand  was  mainly  stored,  getting  it  oat,  and  repair- 
ing and  cleaning  the  buildings  themselves. 

Dnring  the  Jong  saspensiou  of  work,  (since  October,  1875,)  a  gradual  but  increasing 
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deterioration  of  all  the  property  had  taken  place,  and  nearly  the  entire  mouth  of  May 
was  occnpied  in  completing  the  preparations  for  a  new  season's  operations. 

The  pier  was  completely  constructed  (with  the  exception  of  the  fender  system,  which 
has  not  yet  been  commenced)  to  a  distance  of  1,386  feet  from  shore,  the  heavy  timber- 
ing farther  extending  t^  1,428  feet,  and  the  iron-work,  including  tl^  73d  bay,  and  at- 
taining a  distance  of  1,533  feet  from  the  zero  of  the  abutment. 

There  were  on  hand  10  pile-shafts,  with  their  complement  of  braces,  &c.,  with  which 
to  begin  work  while  awaiting  the  new  deliveries  of  iron  from  the  contractors. 

As  it  had  been  determined  to  substitute  steam  for  the  mules  previously  used  as  the 
motive-power  for  the  work,  considerable  modifications  had  to  be  made  in  the  details  of 
apparatus,  the  principal  being  in  the  main  derrick,  upon  the  platform  of  which  the 
hoisting-engine  was  to  be  placed. 

A  considerable  amount  of  new  material,  such  as  cordage,  blocks,  harness,  iron,  lum- 
ber, &c.,  was  also  required  to  replace  what  had  become  unserviceable  and  to  render 
the  apparatus  thoroughly  efficient. 

During  the  last  days  of  May  the  74th  row  of  piles  (the  first  of  the  new  work)  was 
completed. 

This  rew  went  down  with  unusual  difficulty,  as  evidenced  by  the  crushing  of  the 
cast-iron  cams  which  in  the  screwing-down  apparatus  clamp  the  pile,  and  by  the 
breaking  of  doubled  chains  of  iron  an  inch  in  diameter  which  were  put  on  to  replace 
them. 

A  new  cam  was  made  of  wrought  iron  with  a  steel  face,  which  appeared  able  to 
withstand  the  pressure. 

It  was  found  that  the  cast-iron  wheels  and  brackets  used  under  the  derrick  to  facili- 
tate moving  forward  were  soon  crushed  by  the  weight  of  the  structure,  and  these, 
after  once  obtaining  new  ones,  which  were  again  broken,  were  replaced  by  sliding- 
shoes  of  yellow-pine  timber  bolted  in  pairs  with  a  tongue  between  as  a  guide. 

Early  in  June  the  75th  row  of  piles,  1,575  feet  from  shore,  was  set  in  place,  exhaust- 
ingthe  material  on  hand. 
The  resistance  of  these  piles  was  much  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  ones. 
The  contract  called  for  the  delivery  of  one  complete  bay  on  June  5,  but  as  sending 
this  down  aldne  would  have  necessitated  transportation  by  rail  and  left  the  iron  at  the 
railroad-pier  at  a  considerable  and  inconvenient  distance  from  the  work,  and  as  it  was 
reported  that  a  second  bay  would  be  ready  by  the  13th,  it  was  decided  to  partially  sus- 
pend operations  from  the  14th  to  such  time  as  both  bays  could  be  delivered  at  once. 
The  interval  until  the  23d,  upon  which  day  the  schooner  arrived  from  Cold  Spring 
with  the  desired  freight,  (having  been  delayed  b^  bad  weather  and  head-  winds,)  was 
improved  by  performing  with  a  reduced  force  various  neoessary  miscellaneous  works, 
and  by  making  such  alterations  and  modifications  of  the  apparatus  as  had  shown  them- 
selves to  be  desirable. 

A  test  was  made  of  the.  strength  of  the  4- inch  by  9-inch  joists  of  the  superstractuie  of 
the  pier  by  constructing  and  loading  with  8  piles,  weighing  about  81,000  pounds,  an 
Imitation  bay  of  6  inches  greater  span  than  in  the  pier. 

The  total  average  deflection  under  this  superimposed  weight  was  seven  sixteenths^ 
of  an  inch. 

Preparations  were  made  for  testing  the  weight-supporting  capacity  of  the  piles  them- 
selves, by  loading  one  with  6  others  on  its  cap,  suitably  supported,  the  pile  to  be  tested 
being  in  the  last  row  and  unsupported  except  by  its  diagonal  connection  with  the  ad- 
jacent ones.  This  test  was  not  completed  before  the  .end  of  the  month,  bat  was  made 
on  July  2,  the  center  pile  of  the  75th  ro^  being  loaded  with  6  others,  and  exhibiting 
a  result  of  no  depression.  The  weight  of  60,000  pounds  thus  thrown  on  one  pile  is 
much  greater  than  in  any  probability  it  will  ever  have  to  bear,  and  is,  in  addition, 
largely  within  its  capacity  to  withstand. 

An  additional  delay  was  found  to  be  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  the  outer  lougi* 
toclinal  brace  belonging  to  the  outer  row  of  piles.  The  lower  collars  to  which  these 
braces  are  attached  are  in  4  pieces,  with  4  bolts  and  nuts,  securing  the  lower  ends  of  as 
many  braces.  As  the  diver  could  not,  unaided,  secure  these  at  once,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  bolt  them  all  together  loosely  and  lower  them  over  the  head  of  the  pile,  after  which 
the  diver  can  set  them  up  and  the  bracing  can  be  completed.  This  difficulty  was  rem- 
edied by  ordering  an  additional  set  of  braces  (longitudinal)  from  the  contractors. 

The  bracing  is  the  most  t^idious  and  uncertain  part  of  the  work,  depending  as  it  does 
upon  the  coincidence  of  favorable  weather  with  fow  tides,  the  upper  collars  being  at 
about  the  level  of  mean  low-water. 

The  shafts,  braces,  and  caps  of  eleven  bays  were  painted  with  coal-tar,  put  on  aa  hot 
as  possible,  the  scale  having  been  previously  hammered  off. 

Some  such  expedient  for  protecting  the  pile-shafts  from  corrosion  will  probably  be  a 
yearly  charge,  as  the  prolonged  grinding  action  of  the  ice  will  inevitably  scour  the 
iron  and  leave  it  again  expooad. 
A  full  and  careful  inventory  of  all  materials  on  band  was  completed  in  June. 
It  is  to  be  rejpretted  that  the  appropriatiou  was  insufficient  to  admit  of  furnishing 
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enough  iron  to  complete  the  pier,  jof  which  two  hays  only  will  remain  to  he  completed 
at  the  cloHe  of  the  seasoD.  The  work  could  have  been  done  tor  very  little  more  than 
the  co6t  of  the  iron,  say  $7,500. 

Daring  the  present  fiscal  year  work  will  be  continued  until  the  mate- 
rial for  two  more  bays  (now  in  process  of  manufacture  by  the  contract- 
ors) is  placed  in  the  structure.  This  will  about  exhaust  the  present  ap- 
propriation. 

It  is  proposed  next  season  to  complete  the  pier  proper;  protect  the 
pier-head  by  a  suitable  fender-system ;  lay  out  on  each  side,  and  off  the 
end,  a  series  of  anchors,  with  buoys  attached,  for  the  convenience  of 
vessels  coming  to  and  lying  alongside  the  pier,  and  put  down  a  rail- 
road-track 2,700  feet  in  length,  to  connect  the  pier  with  the  railroads  of 
the  locality. 

The  original  estimated  cost  of  the  pier  was $387,419  67 

Which  was  increased,  on  account  of  the  advance  in  prices  ot  iron  and  labor 
and  the  operations  of  the  8-honr  law,  by 24,000  00 

411,419  67 


Total  amount  appropriated  to  Jnne  30, 1877 t;W5,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30,  1877 284,253  80 

Ori^ioal  estimated  amount  required  to  complete  the  work 106, 419  67 

OwmflT  to  the  decreased  price  of  iron  and  use  of  wood  instead  ot  iron  in  the 

fender-system,  this  sum  may  be  decreased  by 55,819  67 

And  the  pier  can  now  be  completed  for 50,600  00 

Abstracts  of  proposals  and  contracts  are  herewith. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  ayailable |75  43 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 30,000  00 


July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 9, 253  80 

Jttly  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,500  00 


130,075  43 


18,753  80 


July  1, 1877,amount  available 11,321  63 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 

Amonnt  that  can  be  prohtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  enaiug  June  30, 1879. 


50,600  00 
50,600  00 


AhMiract  of  proposals  for  iron  for  landing-pier^  near  Lewes  f  Delaware,  received  April  16, 1877. 


No. 

Kame  of  bidder. 

Total  bid 
for  mate- 
rial. 

Tooommenoe 

To  complete 

Bemarka. 

1 
U 

3 
4 

PAoldlng,  Kemble  &  Ca,  Cold  Spring, 

N.Y. 
Patteronn  Iron  Company,  Patterson, 

MaopherM>n,Willard  Sl  Co.,  Borden- 
town,  If.  J. 

Seyfort.  McManoa  A,  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia. Pa. 

$10, 433  83 
10,988SS 
IS.  082  52 

14,981  82 

Apr.  26, 1877 
Jane  &,1877 
June   5, 1877 
Jane   5,1877 

Ang.  IS,  1877 
Ang.   5,1877 
Aug.   5,1877 
Aug.   5,1877 

Guaranty  iilank. 

Absiraei  of  ooniraet  for  oonsirucUn^  pier  near  Lewes,  Delaware, 


Date  of  con- 
tract 


Contractor. 


Material. 


Bates  perpound,  delivered. 


To  oomplete 


Apr.    7,1877 


Panldiuff,  Kemble  A  Co., 
Cold  Spring,  N.Y. 


Rolled,  hammered, 
and  caat  iron. 


Braces,  4.9  cents;  screw- 
bands,  8  cents;  pile- 
shafts,  4  cents;  screw- 
buckles,  i5cent8;  yokes, 
15  cents;  bolts  and  nuts, 
9  cents;  collars  and 
clamps,  13 cents ;  screws 
and  caps,  4.5  cents. 


Aug.  I.*),  1877 


17  £ 
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E  2. 
IMPROVING  ICE-HARBOR  AT  NEW  CASTLE,  DELAWARE. 

A  contra<5t  for  the  removal  of  110  feet  in  length  of  the  coal-wharf 
below  the  piers,  in  addition  to  the  108  feet  removed  last  year,  has  been 
executed,  and  the  work  has  been  commenced. 

A  contract  has  also  been  made  for  the  coustrnction  of  the  crib  foun- 
dation of  a  new  ice-pier,  under  which  work  will  be  commenced  early 
next  month.  This  pier  is  the  last  contemplated  by  the  present  plan  of 
improvement,  and  during  the  present  ISscal  year  the  foundation  will  be 
completed  to  the  level  of  low-water,  in  readiness  for  the  stone  super- 
structure. 

Next  year  it  is  proposed  to  complete  this  pier,  and  to  dredge  out  the 
accumulated  sediment,  for  which  purposes  an  appropriation  of  $24,000 
is  asked. 

New  Castle  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  which  is  also  the  near- 
est port  of  entry.  Fort  Delaware  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  the  Bulkhead  Shoal  range- 
light  the  nearest  light- house. 

Abstracts  of  proposals  and  contracts  are  herewith. 

Total  estimated  cost  of  improvement (120,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated 91,500  00 

Total  amount  expended 77,081  73 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $3,094  40 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 12, 000  00 

15,094  40 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year « •• .. .  676  13 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 14,418  27 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $28, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30;  1879 .      24, 000  00 
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Ahatraci  of  oontracta  for  improving  tce-harhor  at  New  Castle,  Delaware, 


Date  of  con- 
tract. 

Contractora. 

Natoreofwork. 

Price. 

To  complete. 

Jane  16, 18T7. 
June  19, 1877. 

AmericaB  Dredging  Company,  PhUa> 

delphia,  Pa. 
Feirce,  Bowe  &  Co.,  Frankfort.  Me., 

and  Ira  Lont,  New  Castle,  DeL 

Removing  110  feet  coal- 
wharf. 

Constmotion  of  wooden 
orib  in  place. 

14,000 
9,597 

Dec.  31, 1877. 
Nov.  10, 1877. 

E  3. 
IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  WILMINGTON,  DELAWARE. 

By  the  act  of  August  14,  1876,  $16,000  were  appropriated  "for  re- 
moving obstructions  from,  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Wil- 
mington, Delaware.^ 

The  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  was  not  determined  on  until 
March  31, 1877.  A  project  for  its  application  was  then  submitted  and 
approved,  and  advertisements  issued  under  date  of  April  9,  1877,  in- 
viting proposals  for  dredging  mud  and  removal  of  fast  rock  from  the 
harbor.  The  proposals  were  opened  on  the  30th  of  April,  1877,  and  con- 
tracts awarded  and  executed,  and  operations  for  the  removal  of  mud 
were  commenced  May  12, 1877,  and  for  the  removal  of  rock  June  26, 
1877. 

The  price  bid  for  dredging  was  below  the  estimated  price,  which  will 
admit  of  a  larger  amount  of  material  being  removed  than  was  antici- 
pated.   The  price  for  removal  of  fast  rock  is  also  below  former  rates. 

During  the  interval  between  the  suspension  of  operations  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  harbor,  on  March  31,  1876,  and  the  resumption  of 
work  under  the  present  appropriation,  a  gradual  contraction  of  the 
channel  has  been  going  on,  both  in  width  and  depth,  at  the  several 
localities  heretofore  improved. 

During  the  fiscal  year-ending  June  30, 1877, 88,000  cubic  yards  of  soft 
mud  have  been  removed  from  this  harbor  from  the  following  localities, 
namely  :  From  the  channel-way,  just  above  the  Christiana  light-house, 
and  advancing  up  stream  for  1,250  feet,  33,000  cubic  yards ^  from  a  point 
in  the  channel  about  2,500  feet  below  the  mouth  of  Brandywine  Creek, 
advancing  up  stream  for  1,500  feet,  22,000  cubic  yards ;  along  the  north 
side  of  the  channel,  above  the  mouth  of  Brandywine  Creek,  extending 
up  stream  above  Third  street  to  a  point  on  the  prolongation  of  Front 
street,  26,000  cubic  yards  ;  and  from  the  south  side  of  the  channel- way, 
above  Market  street,  7,000  cubic  yards. 

The  result  of  these  improvements  has  been  to. re-open  the  channel  just 
above  the  light-house,  and  above  Third  street  to  Front,  and  just  above 
Market  street,  to  the  width  of  150  feet  and  depth  of  12  feet,  at  mean 
low-water.  The  channel,  commencing  at  a  point  2,500  feet  below  the 
mouth  of  Brandywine  Creek,  and  advancing  up  stream,  has  been  in- 
creased in  depth  so  as  to  afford  fully  12  feet  at  mean  low-tide,  and  a 
width  of  150  feet. 

The  contractor  for  the  removal  of  fast  rock  from  the  south  side  of 
channel  below  Third  street  has  machinery  adapted  for  the  work  in  posi- 
tion, and  is  operating  successfully. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  work  under 
existing  contracts  by  the  removal  of  about  5,000  cubic  yards  of  mud  de- 
posit'fi'om  the  channel,  near  the  mouth  of  Brandywine  Creek,  and  the 
removal  of  abou<t  210  cubic  yards  of  fast  rock. 
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!Next  season  it  is  proposed  to  continne  the  improvement  of  the  harbor, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  channel,  jast  above  the  buoy  depot,  for  1,200  feet 
up  stream ;  along  the  south  side  of  the  channel  from  the  Christiana  Iron 
Company's  wharf,  up  stream  to  the  mouth  of  Brandy  wine  Creek ;  the  re- 
moval of  a  point  that  protrudes  into  the  channel  on  the  south,  just  above 
the  mouth  of  Brandy  wine  Creek,  and  along  the  north  side  of  the  chan- 
nel from  opposite  the  Lobdell  Worki^,  up  stream  to  near  Market  street. 
This  will  require  the  removal  of  about  80,000  cubic  yards  of  material, 
and  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $17,000. 

Wilmington  is  in  the  oollection-distriot  of  Delaware,  and  is  a  port  of  entry.  The 
nearest  light-honse  and  fort  are,  respectively,  Christiana  light  and  Fort  Delaware. 

The  anionnt  of  revenue  collected  at  Wilmington  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne 
30,  1877,  is  16,814.65,  and  at  Phibidelphia  $6,410,594. 

Abstracts  of  proposals  and  contracts  are  herewith. 

The  original  estimate  for  improving  Wilmington  Harbor,  Delaware |83, 000  00 

Total  amonnt  appropriated  to  Jnne  30, 1877 63,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  Jane  30, 1877 56,419  00 

Money  statement 

July  1,1876,  amoant  available fldO  s!9 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 1€,  000  00 

$16, 120  29 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 606  48 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5.932  80 

9,S39  28 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,581  01 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 000  00 

Amoun t  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end i n g  J une  30, 1879 .      17, 000  00 

Abstrad  of  proposals  for  improvement^  hp  renwval  qf  fast  rock,  of  WtlnUngUm  Htarborf  Del- 
aware, received  April  30, 1877. 


1 

l^ame  of  bidder. 

Bate  per 
cubic 
yard. 

To  begin— 

To  complete— 

Remarks. 

1 

Frederiek  Patteraon 

17  40 

S4  50 

36  00 

37  00 
30  00 

June  1, 18T7 

May  15, 1877 
May  30, 1877 
Oct.     1, 1877 
May    7,1877 

Aug.  1,1877 

Ang.   1.1877 
OoL  30,1877 
Jnne  30, 1878 
June  30, 1877 

Rate  in  thla  propoaal  was 
changed,    oy  letter  re- 
ceived before  bids  were 
opened,  to  #27.47. 

9 

ThoiDMi Onnmiiigii ............. 

3 

4 

0.J.  JeDDin^ 

Q^oTfffi  W.  Towusend 

5 

American  Dredging  Company  . . 

Ahetract  of  proposals  for  improvement,  by  dredging,  of  Wilmington  Harbor,  Delaware,  re- 
ceived ApHl  30,  1877. 


No. 

Name  of  bidder. 

Rate  per 
cubic  yard. 

To  begin— 

To  complete- 

Remarks. 

1 
S 

S.F.8helboanie 

Morris  &  earnings  Dredging 
Company. 

American  Dredging  Company 
J.  ELFenner 

mo 

17o 

10c 

alO  C..M1 
c,    C194 
C  dli  0. 

170 

July    1,1877 

30  days  after 

signing  par 

lkffy^7,1877 
May  10,  isn 

June  10. 1877 

Dec  15.1877 

Gnarantors  not  certiflfMi. 

3 
4 

June  30, 1677 
Aug.  80, 1877 

Nov.    1,1877 

5 

Frederick  Patterson 

alOe,  above  Christiana  ligbt-bonse.    6 11  c.  below  month  of  Brandy  wine  Creek,    c  ISi  c.  above  mouth 
of  Brandywine  Creek,    d  14  a  above  Market  street. 
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Abstract  of  contracts  for  improving  harlor  at  Wilmington,  Delaware. 


Date  of 
eouiraots. 

(Contractor. 

Nature  of  work. 

1 

it 
1 

i 

f 

May  12,1877 
May  16,1877 

American  Dredging  Company,  Phila- 
delphia. Pa. 
Thomas  Cummings,  New  York  City  . . 

Dredging  mnd 

to  10 
S4  50 

Jane  30, 1877 
Ang.    1,1877 

Removing  fast  rock 

£  4. 
IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  MARCUS  HOOK,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877,  no  expenditure  of  funds 
has  been  made  at  this  harbor,  its  condition  being  substantially  the  same 
as  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report.  The  harbor,  though  small, 
proved  of  much  value  to  commerce  during  the  past  winter,  the  record 
kept  showing  that  208  vessels,  mostly  large  ones,  sought  this  harbor  for 
protection  from  the  heavy  moving  ice  in  the  Delaware  from  December, 
1876,  to  about  the  middle  of  February,  1877. 

The  only  repairs  required  to  the  ice-piers  are  at  the  upper  outer  one, 
a  portion  of  the  top  course  of  which  has  been  moved  slightly  on  its  bed, 
and  the  down-stream  stone  mooring-post  of  which  has  in  consequence 
been  moved  very  trifiingly  from  its  original  position.  The  two  wooden 
landing-piers,  which  are  used  during  severe  winters  in  connection  with 
the  detached  piers,  show  the  effect  of  the  severe  storm  and  high  tide  of 
last  September.  Ko  timber  was  displaced,  but  the  earth-filling  was 
badly  washed  away.  The  upper  timbers  to  these  shore-piers  have  de- 
teriorated rapidly  the  past  year,  and  require  prompt  repairs,  which, 
with  those  required  by  the  upper  outer  stone  pier,  will  cost  about 
$2,200, 

It  is  proposed  to  examine  these  piers  with  a  view  of  placing  an  en- 
rock  ment  around  their  bases,  if  found  necessary. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $6,701  91 

J nly  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 359  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,342  91 


E5. 

IMPROVING  ICEHARBOR  AT  CHESTER,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

By  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  $2,600  were  appropriated  "  for  the  con- 
struction of  ice-harbor  at  Chester,  Pennsylvania." 

The  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  was  authorized  December  2, 
1876.  A  project  was  submitted  January  6, 1877,  and  subsequently  ap- 
proved, for  repairing  the  ice-piers  and  bulkhead  of  the  upper  line,  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  two  connecting  bridges.  The  limited  amount 
of  the  appropriation  made^it  advisable  to  do  the  work  by  hired  labor  and 
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purchase  of  materials  in  open  msurket,  for  which  authority  was  received 
from  the  Chief  of  Eogineers. 

Owing  to  the  continuation  of  cold  weather,  with  considerable  frost  in 
the  ground,  and  to  the  harbor  continuing  filled  with  vessels  moored  to 
the  piers,  operations  on  the  repairs  did  not  commence  until  the  latter 
part  of  February,  1877,  after  which  they  were  continued  without  serioas 
de^ay  till  about  May  1,  compleiiug  the  repairs  to  piers  and  bulkhead, 
and  the  reconstruction  of  the  two  connecting  bridges. 

The  materials  purchased  and  used,  superintendence,  labor,  and  office 
expenses  in  doing  this  work,  with  the  cost  of  same,  were  as  follows: 

For  whit6  pine  timber $535  21 

For  yeUow  pine  timber 280  00 

For  oak  timber 59  34 

Foriron 245  19 

For  earth  fining 96  00 

For  painting 30  00 

For  anperintendenoe,  $410 ;  workmanship,  $844.26 1, 2o4  00 

Forofiice  expenses 100  00 

2,600  00 

The  condition  of  the  ice-pier,  bridge,  aild  causeway  on  the  lower  line 
is  substantially  the  same  as  reported  last  year. 

This  harbor,  though  not  generally  resorted  to  as  a  harbor  of  refuge, 
was  quite  valuable  the  past  winter.  It  afforded  shelter  for  about  25 
large-class,  schooners,  several  tug-boats  aud  barges,  and  1  dredging- 
machine. 

Chester  is  steadily  increasing  both  in  population  and  manufactures. 
One  of  the  largest  iron-ship-building  establishments  in  the  United  States 
is  located  here. 

Chester  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Philadelphia.  The  nearest  port  of  entry,  light- 
house, and  fort  are  respectively  Philadelphia,  Fort  Mifflin  jlight,  and  Fort  Mifflin. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Philadelphia  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1877,  was  (6,410,594. 

Money  statement 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  187G $2,600  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fi;»cai  year 2,600  00 


£6. 
IMPROVINO  SCHUYLKILL  RIVER,  PENNSYLVANIA 

By  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  $20,000  were  appropriated  <«  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Schuylkill  River,  Pennsylvania.'^  Subsequently 
$15,000  of  this  sum  were  allotted  for  expenditure  by  letter  from  the  office 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  September  15,  1876,  and  the  balance  of 
15,000  by  letter  of  April  30,  1877. 

Projects  for  the  expenditure  of  each  of  these  amounts  were  submitted 
and  approved. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  the  improvement  of  this 
river  has  been  directed  to  deepening  of  the  channel,  from  its  mouth  up 
stream  to  opposite  the  outlet  of  the  back  channel  north  of  League  Island, 
so  as  to  afford  24  feet  depth  of  water  at  ordinary  low  tide,  with  a  width 
of  150  feet. 

This  work  is  being  executed  under  contract  with  Morris  F.  Brainard, 
of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  dated  November  16,  1870.    Operations  in  dredging 
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commenced  the  latter  part  of  November,  1876,  and  continued  until  cold 
weather,  when  the  machinery  was  withdrawn  for  the  winter.  Work 
was  resumed  early  in  March,  1877,  and  is  now  in  progress. 

The  result  of  these  operations  to  July  1, 1877,  has  been  the  excavation 
of  a  channel  from  the  24-foot  curve  in  the  Delaware,  up  stream  for  about 
3,500  feet,  with  a  width  of  80  feet  for  a  distance  of  2,600  feet,  and  50  feet 
in  width  for  the  remaining  distance,  aflfording  24  feet  depth  of  water 
at  ordinary  low  tide.  About  50,000  cubic  yards  of  material  have  been 
removed. 

The  improvement  in  progress  at  this  point  is  a  modification  of  the 
original  project  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  as  recommended  in 
my  report  for  1875.  It  is  to  enlarge  the  cut  from  the  Delaware  into  the 
Schuylkill  until  it  shall  have  a  width  of  300  feet,  and  a  depth  of  24  feet 
at  low- water. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  dredging  at 
the  mouth,  increasing  the  width  of  the  channel  with  each  cut,  and  eject- 
ing a  depth  in  accordance  with  the  project. 

ITuder  the  allotment  of  $5,000,  advertisements  were  issued  inviting 
proposals,  which  were  opened  June  4, 1877,  and  a  contract  awarded  and 
executed. 

It  is  proposed  to  expend  this  amount  by  continuing  the  improvement 
of  the  river  near  Gibson's  Point,  which  will  admit  of  the  removal  of 
about  18,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  gravel,  and  stones.  This  work  is  ex- 
pected to  be  executed  during  the  present  season. 

During  the  next  fiscal  year  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river  by  completing  the  deep  channel  at  the  icouth ;  by  re- 
moving about  3,000  cubic  yards  of  gravel  from  the  east  side  of  the  cut 
just  above  Penrose  Ferry  bridge,  so  as  to  make  a  uniform  width  to  tho 
channel  at:  that  locality ;  by  removing  400  cubic  yards  of  fast  rock  from 
the  channel  off  "  Gibson's,^  and  about  50,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  and 
gravel  from  thechannel-way  between  "Gibson's^andGray's Ferry  bridge^ 
The  last-mentioned  work  to  be  with  a  view  of  affording  18  feet  depth  of 
^ater  at  ordinary  low-tide.    This  will  require  an  appropriation  of  $65,000. 

The  trade  and  commerce  benefited  by  this  improvement  embrace  for- 
eign trade  in  grain  and  petroleum,  (which  is  very  large,  as  the  following 
statement  will  show,)  lumber  and  marble,  and  domestic  trade  in  lumber, 
granite,  &c. 

Office  of  Pbtkr  Wright  &  Sons, 

Philadelphia,  July  6,  1877. 

Namber  of  yeseels  at  Point  Breeze  from  June  30, 1876,  to  Jane  22, 1877,  inclusive  ' 
Steamers,  2 ;  ships,  32;  barks,  199 ;  barkentines,  3 ;  brigs,  40;  schooneis,  45 ;  sloops,  2  > 
barges,  52 ;  total,  375. 

Amoant  of  petrolenm  and  its  products  shipped  from  Point  Breeze  from  July,  1876,  to 
Jane,  1877,  inclusive :  Refined,  363,859 ;  crude,  338,278;  benzine,  38,821 ;  total,  740,959 
barrels. 

Number  of  vessels  at  and  shipment  of  grain  from  Oirard  Point  elevator  from  July, 
1876,  to  June,  1877,  inclusive:  Steamers,  26;  ships,  15;  barks,  282;  brigs,  6.  Total 
vessels,  329;  total  bushels,  12,500,000. 

Number  of  vessels  at  and  estimated  shipments  of  petrolenm  from  Gibson's  Point 
from  July,  1876,  to  June,  1877,  inclusive:  Ships,  13;  barks,  109;  brigs,  11;  schooners, 
2 ;  barges,  98.    Total  vessels,  233 ;  total  barrels,  223,000. 

Petsr  Wright  &  Sons. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  improvement $257,700  00 

Increased  estimate  of  1874,  ($40  per  cubic  yard  for  rock  instead  of  4^)....  42,000  00 
Increase  as  recommended  in  last  year's  report  for  additional  depth  and  width 

at  the  month  of  the  river 75,000  00 

374.700  00 

Total  amount  appropriated 165,000  00 

Total  amount  expended 156,469  00 
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This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  and  port  of  Philadelphia.  The  bearest  light- 
house is  Fort  Mifflin  light.    The  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Mifflin. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Philadelphia  dnriug  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1877,  was  $6,410,594. 

Abstracts  of  proposals  and  contracts  are  herewith. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available 999  85 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 20,000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 6, 096  06 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,534  71 


120,099  85 
8, 630  77 


July  1, 1877,  amount  available 11,469  08 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 209, 700  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  .')0, 1879 .      65, 000  00 

Ah9irati of  propowU  far  improving  Sdmylkill  BiveTf  Pennsylvania,  rooeivfd  November  2, 1876. 


I 


Name  of  bidder. 


B.  H.  Prenoh,  Volney.  Oawogo  Co  ,  N.  T 

Charles  J.  De  6 raw,  Yoloej,  Oswego  Co.,  N.  T 

Edg»r  M.  Payn,  AlJ»Bnj,  N.  Y 

Morris  &  CnminjrsiDr.Mlginff  Corapany,  New  York  City 

Morris  F.BralnaTd,  Albany,  N.Y    

American  Dredging  Company,  Philadelphia 


&§ 


Cents. 
3U 
14 
S6 
90* 
lU 
12* 


To 


When  required 
Nov. 90. 1876  ... 
Apr.l0,lb77.... 

Apr.l,  1877 

Nov.  8, 1876 

Nov.  6, 1876 


To  complete — 


When  required. 
Nov.  90.  1877. 
June  30.  IH77. 
May  21. 1877. 
.Jnne30,1877. 
June  30, 1877. 


Abstraet  of  propoetile  for  improving  SchuyUcill  Biver,  Pennsylvania,  received  June  4, 1877. 


Name  of  bidder. 


Tooommencc 


To  complete 


&F.8helboam6 

The  American  Dredging  Company 
M.F.  Brainard 


Oenis. 
19 
91 

18 


July  1,1877 
July  8,1877 
Sept.  IS,  1877 


Oct  1,1877. 
Nov.  1,  1877. 
Nov.30,  1877. 


Abstract  of  contracts  for  improving  Schuylkill  Biver,  I'ennsylvania, 


Date  of  con. 
tract. 

Contractor. 

Locality. 

Character  of  dredging. 

81 

To  complete.. 

Nov.  16, 1876 
July  11, 1877 

M.   F.  Brainard. 

AUwny.N.Y. 
M.  F.  firainard, 

Albany,  N.Y. 

From  mouth  up  stream 
Gibson's  Points 

Mud  and  sand ........ . 

Sand,    coarse  gravel, 
and  stone. 

Genu. 
18 

June  30. 1877. 
NOV.30.187& 

E7. 
IMPROVING  DELAWARE  RIVER,  BELOW  PETXrS  ISLAND. 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1876,  $40,000  were  appropriated  for  this 
iinprovemeut,  aud  uuder  au  allotment  from  this  amount  of  $35,000  by 
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letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  of  September  15, 1876,  a  project  for 
the  expenditure  of  this  sum  was  submitted  and  approved,  and  adver- 
tisements issued  inviting  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  at 
Fort  Mifflin  Bar.  A  contract  for  the  work  was  awarded  to  and  executed 
with  the  American  Dredging  Company  of  this  city.  The  contractors 
commenced  operations  in^dredging  about  the  middle  of  November,  1876, 
and,  excepting  the  winter  mouths,  the  improvement  has  been  in  progress 
since  that  time  without  cessation. 

Under  this  contract  the  work  has  been  applied  to  the  removal  of  ad- 
ditional material  from  Fort  Mifflin  Bar,  along  the  westerly  side  of  the 
improved  channel  near  its  entrance  into  the  New  Jersey  Channel  on  the 
south,  so  as  to  give  increased  width  to  the  channel  through  the  bar  at 
that  point,  and  to  remedy  the  tendency  of  the  southerly  edge  of  the  bar 
from  extending  into  the  New  Jersey  channel* 

The  cut  of  22  feet  depth  of  water  at  low-tide  continues  here,  excepting 
a  small  area  at  its  northerly  end,  near  the  entrance  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Channel.  This  will  be  remedied  by  the  removal  from  the  bar  at  this 
end  of  a  triangular  piece  similar  to  that  now  being  removed  at  the  south- 
westerly end  of  the  channel. 

The  work  of  the  past  year  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  has  been 
the  removal  of  about  100,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar, 
and  the  removal  of  a  wreck  from  the  uorth  side  of  the  channel  about  a 
half-mile  below  the  Horseshoe  Buoy. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  complete  the  widening 
of  the  cut  at  the  south  end  of  the  improved  channel  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar, 
and  commence  and  complete  the  removal  of  the  triangular  portion  of  the 
bar  adjoining  the  improved  channel  at  its  entrance  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Channel  north.  This  will  require  the  removal  of  about  50,000  cubic 
yards  of  material.  The  unallotted  balance  of  $5,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Delaware  Eiver  below  Petty's  Island  having  been  made 
available  April  30,  1877,  a  project  for  its  expenditure  will  be  submitted 
as  soon  as  the  work  now  in  progress  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar  approaches  com- 
pletion. With  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  it  is  proposed,  after 
completing  the  work  now  in  progress,  to  remove  a  wreck  from  the  chan- 
nel a  short  distance  above  Pea-Patch  Island,  (Fort  Delaware,)  and  one 
from  the  channel  north  of  the  buoy  ot  the  '^  Middle"  Delaware  Bay,  and  to 
resume  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  Bulkhead  Shoals  by  dredging 
away  a  projecting  point  ou  the  northern  and  western  side  of  the  channel. 

A  careful  survey  should  be  made  of  the  improvement  at  Fort  Mifflin 
Bar,  (to  embrace  an  area  of  a  half-mile  each  side  of  the  channel,)  to  de- 
termine what  additional  work,  if  any,  is  required  there. 

During  next  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  improvement  of 
the  channel  of  the  river  at  Bulkhead  Shoals  by  dredging  at  the  locality 
where  work  was  suspended  in  the  fall  season  of  1875,  so  as  to  deepen 
and  straighten  the  channel,  and  afford  21  feet  depth  of  water  at  ordinary 
low  tide. 

Vessels  with  a  draught  of  22  feet  now  pass  through  the  cut  at  Fort 
Mifflin  Bar  at  any  stage  of  the  tide.  The  benefit  to  commerce  derived 
from  this  improvement  is  of  great  value  to  Philadelphia.  The  foreign 
trade  of  Philadelphia  for  1876  aggregated  nearly  $71,000,000;  a  much 
larger  sum  than  was  reached  by  the  trade  of  any  previous  year. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  improvement (275,000  00 

Total  amonnt  appropriated 40,000  00 

Total  amount  expended 19,326  03 

Abstracts  of  proposals  and  contracts  are  herewith. 
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Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $40, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $14, 163  95 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5, 162  08 

19,326  03 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 20,673  97 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 235, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     100, 000  00 

Abstraoi  of  proposah  for  improving  Delaware  Biver,  at  Fort  Mifflin  Bar,  received  Noveniber 

2,1876. 


r 

Name  of  bidder. 

i 

1 

To  oommenoo— 

To  complete- 

1 

s 

3 

4 

E.  H.  French,  Volney,  Oswego  County,  New  Yorl . . . 
Charles  J.  De  Graw,  Voluey,  Oswego  Connty,  New 

York. 
Morris  &  CamioKs  Dredging  Company,  New  York 

City. 

American  Dredging  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Morris  F.  Bralnard,  Albany,  N.  Y 

$0  35 
IS 

S3 

16 

When  required . 
Nov.  20, 1876.... 

May  1,1877.... 

Nov.6,1876 

Nov.8,1876 

When  required. 
Nov.  SO,  1877. 

Oct  30, 1877. 

June  30. 1877. 
June  30, 1877. 

Abstract  of  contract  for  improving  Delaware  River,  below  Petty*8  Island. 


1 

• 

o 

t 

£ 

t.tk 

p^ 

g 

9i  a 

8 

1 

Contractor. 

Locality. 

0 

1 

To  complete- 

Nov.  17, 1876... 

American  Dredging  Company, 

Fort  Mifflin 

Sand,  mud,  and 

10  16 

June  30, 1877. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Bar. 

gravel. 

£  8.  < 

IMPROVING  DELAWARE  RIVER,  BETWEEN  TRENTON  AND  WHITE  HILL, 

NEW  JERSEY. 

There  was  no  appropriation  made  for  this  work  by  the  last  session  of 
Gongres^.  and  nothing  has  been  done  since  operations  were  suspended 
in  the  fall  season  of  1875.  At  that  time  a  channel  had  been  excavated 
around  Periwig  Island,  with  a  width  of  not  less  than  125  feet,  affording 
6  feet  depth  of  water  at  low  tide. 

Should  an  appropriation  be  made  for  this  work  for  the  next  year,  it 
is  proposed  to  continue  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  this  locality 
In  maintaining  its  depth  and  increasing  its  width. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  asked  for  con- 
tinuing the  improvement  of  the  river  between  Trenton  and  White  Hill. 

Trenton  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Burlington,  Philadelphia  being  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.    The  nearest  light-house  and  fort  are,  respectively,  Fort  Mifflin  light 
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and  Fort  Mifflin.    The  reveDne  collected  at  Philadelphia  daring  the  year  ending  Jane 
30,  1877,  amoanted  to  $6,410,594. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  the  work $75,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  Jane  30, 1877 45,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1877 45,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  required  for  completion  of  work $30,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     10, 000  00 


£  g. 

IMPROVING  BROADKILN  RIVER,  DELAWARE. 

No  work  has  been  done  at  the  improvement  of  this  river  since  the 
spring  of  1874,  when  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  exhausted. 

Should  an  appropriation  be  made  by  Congress,  it  is  proposed  nest 
season  to  con  tin  ae  the  original  project  for  the  improvement  by  dredging 
the  river  at  the  shoal  places,  and  by  opening  an  inlet  into  the  bay  at 
the  junction  of  the  Broadkiln  and  Lewes  Creeks. 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  which  city  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  Fort  Delaware  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  Delaware  Breakwater  light  is 
the  nearest  light-hoase. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  the  work |80,447  00 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  Jnne  30,  1877 10,000  00 

Totalamount  expended  to  June  30,  lri77 10,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  required  for  completion  of  the  improvement $70, 447  00 

Amoont  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     10, 000  00 


£    ID. 


IMPROVING  THE  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  BRANCHES  OP  THE  SHREV^SBURY 
RIVER,  NEW  JERSEY. 

"No  work  has  been  executed  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  since 
1873,  when  operations  ceased  for  want  of  fands. 

Daring  the  years  1871,  1872,  and  1873,  $19,000  were  expended  in 
dredging  at  various  points  on  this  river.  Since  then  several  changes 
in  the  channel  have  occurred. 

Daring  the  season  of  1875  a  partial  survey  of  the  north  branch  and 
main  river  was  executed,  a  report  of  which  was  submitted  in  my  an- 
nual report  for  1876. 

It  is  proposed  next  season  to  continue  the  improvement  by  Aredging 
the  channel  at  Upper  and  Lower  Rocky  Points,  and  constructing  a  de- 
flectingdike  at  the  latter.  An  appropriation  of  $18,000  is  asked  for 
these  purposes. 

Shrewsbnry  River  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Amboy ;  fort  at  Sandy  Hook  is  the 
nearest  fort ;  and  Navesink  lights  are  the  nearest  light-houses. 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  June  30,  1877 $19,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1^7 19,000  00 

Money  statement. 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  oorapletton  of  existing  project (18,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     18, 000  00 
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£  zx. 

IMPROVING  COHANSEY  CREEK,  NEW  JERSEY. 

-  This  improvement  remains  in  an  incomplete  condition,  no  appropria 
tion  having  been  made  for  this  work  for  the  last  three  fiscal  years. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  is  asked  for  continuing  the  improvement 
in  accordance  with  the  project  submitted  December  9,  1872. 

Original  estimate  of  cost $30,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated  to  Jnne  30,  1877 10,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  to  June  30, 1877 10,000  00 

Cohansey  Creek  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  which  is  the  nearest 
port  of  entry.  Fort  Delaware  is  the  nearest  fort,  and  Cohansey  light  is  the  nearest 
Ught-honse. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project $^,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     10, 000  00 


£    12. 
DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 

This  work  remains  substantially  in  the  same  condition  that  it  did  at 
the  date  of  the  last  annual  report. 

The  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  have  a  station  on  the  break- 
water with  shore  connection,  as  reported  last  year. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  vessels  seeking 
refuge  in  the  breakwater  harbor  annually  for  13  years,  and  their  total 
for  37 J  years  between  1833  and  1877. 

Statement  of  veeseh  taking  rrftige  in  Delaware  Breakwater  Harbor  during  the  years  stated 

below. 


l:ear. 

1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

as 

1 

Bemarks. 

1833 

83 
165 
107 
343 
35 
55 
113 
119 
l»-2 

166 
3-23 
370 
377 

■'"247 
839 
*^90 
639 

877 

605 

804 
8,76-2 

2,784 

178 

73-2 

1.060 

1,937 

1,085 

879 

8-25 

1,006 

867 

633 

581 

587 
417 

372 
3,191 
5.335 
7,743 
5.098 
8,087 
J'.OOO 
8,588 
13. 976 

9,797 
9,537 
10.382 
4,684 

167 
765 
803 
358 
90 
253 
307 
533 
T34 

477 
430 
447 
806 

187 
685 
794 

874 

'*'923 


"iii' 

846 
379 
639 

844 

781 
843 
945 
514 

866 
5,538 
8,098 
11,853 
6,669 
9,759 
9,814 
13,43» 
17,490 

13,449 
13, 397 
15. 493 
8,983 

1838 

1842    

1847 

1854 

1862 

1867      

1879 

1873 

Pilot-boatB  clasfled 

1874 

with  achoouera. 

1875 

1816                 

FroraJftn.l,  18T7.  to 
July  1,1^7. 

Six  months'  return. 

Total  for  37iyearo 

fi,435 

13. 778 

33,653 

•2J2,781 

17,035 

13,(586 

9,600 

335,970 
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E  Z3. 
PORT  WARDEN'S  LINE,  PHILADELPHU,  PENNSYLVANIA. 

This  question  remains  as  last  reported,  nothing  on  the  subject  having 
been  heard  from  the  municipal  authorities  of  Philadelphia. 

A  bill  haj)  passed  both  branches  of  the  city  councils  providing  for  the 
widening  of  Delaware  avenue  by  about  30  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  allow- 
ing a  railroad-track  to  be  laid  down  on  that  avenue.  This  will  require 
some  steps  to  be  taken  to  recover  the  warehouse  space,  which  will  be 
encroached  upon  by  the  street  when  it  is  widened. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WM.  P.  CRAIGHILL,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDI^G  JUNE 
30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  12, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  annnal  report  for 
the  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  for  works  of  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors,  and  of  surveys,  which  have  been  in  my  charge. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  procure  full  statistics  as  to  the  commercial 
importance  of  each  improvement,  as  required  by  instructions  from  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  and  in  compliance  with  law.  These  efforts  have  not 
been  entirely  successful. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  p.  Craighill, 
Major  of  UngineerSj  Brevet  Lieut  CoLj  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Aumphrets, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8.  A. 


F  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHESTER  RIVER  AT  KENT  ISLAND  NARROWS,  MARY- 
LAND. 

The  object  of  this  improvement  consists  in  dredging  a  channel  100 
feet  in  width  and  7  feet  in  depth,  at  ordinary  low-water,  from  Chester 
Biver  to  Easton  Bay,  including  the  cutting  of  a  passage  through  the 
causeway  across  the  narrows. 

As  stated  in  previous  annual  reports,  the  work  was  delayed  until  the 
spring  of  1875,  while  waiting  for  certain  State  legislation,  without  which 
it  was  not  deemed  expedient  for  the  General  Government  to  proceed. 

The  first  appropriation  for  this  work  ($15,000)  was  made  in  March, 
1873,  and  an  additional  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  made  in  June,  1874. 

On  June  30, 1876,  these  appropriations  had  been  nearly  exhausted. 
On  the  Easton  Bay  side  of  the  causeway,  the  channel  had  been  com- 
pleted ;  the  width,  however,  having  been  reduced  to  80  feet. 

On  the  Chester  Eiver  side  the  channel  had  been  dredged  to  80  feet  in 
width  over  the  entire  distance,  and  an  additional  cue  was  being  made, 
making  the  total  width  100  feet  as  at  first  proposed.  The  passage 
through  the  causeway  *had  also  been  cut  to  the  full  width  allowed  by  the 
draw,  60  feet,  and  to  a  depth  of  fully  7J  feet. 

Dredging  was  continued  on  the  Chester  River  side  of  the  causeway 
until  July  7,  1876,  when  the  work  was  closed,  the  appropriation  having 
been  exhausted.  At  this  date  the  tiith  cut  had  been  carried  about  f 
of  the  way  from  Chester  River  to  the  narrows,  giving  the  full  width  of 
100  feet  over  this  portion  of  the  channel. 
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Total  amoant  of  material  removed  siuce  the  commencement  of  opera- 
tions in  May,  1876,  99,747  cubic  yards. 

On  the  completion  of  operations  a  survey  of  the  entire  channel  was 
made,  occupying  from  the  10th  to  the  20th  of  July,  and  the  soundings  were 
afterwards  carefully  plotted.  The  soundings  indicated  a  depth  of  fully 
7  feet  at  ordinary  low-water,  through  the  entire  length  of  the  channel. 
Its  width  bad  also  been  well  maintained.  At  the  passage  through  the 
causeway,  under  the  draw  which  had  been  built  by  the  county  author- 
ities, a  remarkable  cutting  was  ascertained  to  have  taken  place,  a  depth 
of  nearly  20  feet  being  found.  The  current  through  the  passage  was 
also  very  strong,  after  the  epoch  of  high-water  on  the  Easton  Bay  side, 
indicating  the  necessity  of  giving  a  greater  vent  to  the  water. 

An  appropriation  of  $5,^)0  was  made  for  the  work,  by  the  act  ap- 
proved August  14, 1876  5  but  of  this  amount  only  $1,000  became  availa- 
bly for  expenditure,  notification  of  which  was  received  September  15. 

It  was  proposed  with  this  amount  to  give  at  once  an  additional  vent 
through  the  causeway,  by  cutting  out  from  under  the  counterpoise  of 
the  draw,  and  to  give  further  relief  to  navigation,  by  driving  piles, 
forming  wings  on  either  side  of  the  passage-way  through  the  draw;  but 
the  severe  storm  of  September  17-18,  so  completely  broke  up  the  entire 
causeway,  that  no  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  seemed 
to  be  justified,  until  such  time  as  the  authorities  of  the  counties  inter- 
ested should  have  repaired  the  causeway  and  bridge. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  the  remaining  $4,000  of  the  appropriation  o£ 
August  last  was  made  available,  but  the  conditfon  of  the  causeway  was 
still  such  that  no  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government 
could  be  recommended.  Repairs  upon  the  same  by  the  county  authori- 
ties were  in  progress,  however. 

In  April  last,  an  examination  of  the  entire  channel  was  made,  occupy- 
ing from  the  18th  to  the  21st  of  the  month,  inclusive.  It  was  found 
that  the  channel  had  maintained  itself  well,  both  as  to  width  and  depth. 
Some  changes  appeared  to  be  takingplace  on  the  Easton  Bay  side,  near 
the  causeway,  where  it  had  been  cut  through,  and  in  May  a  special  ex- 
amination was  made  at  this  point.  It  appeared  to  be  quite  evident  that 
the  water  passing  through  the  causeway  was  endeavoring  to  cut  a  new 
and  more  direct  channel  across  the  flat  immediately  below  (Easton  Bay 
side)  the  causeway,  a  new  and  deep  pocket  being  found,  extending  in 
that  direction  from  the  passage.  At  an  examination  of  the  causeway 
and  draw,  in  the  early  part  of  June,  it  was  fouud  that  both  had  been 
put  in  better  condition  by  the  county  authorities  than  heretofore,  suffi- 
ciently good  to  seem  to  justify  the  General  Government  in  going  on 
with  the  improvement;  and  on  June  4,  a  proposition  was  made  to  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  was  by  him  approved. 
'  The  plan  contemplated  the  expenditure  of  about  $1,000  in  cutting 
through  the  causeway  under  the  counterpoise  of  the  draw,  in  riprap- 
ping  at  the  central  pier  and  the  counterpoise  abutment,  in  driving  piles 
to  form  wings  at  the  passage  through  the  draw,  and  in  marking  the 
sides  of  the  channel  with  piles  to  serve  the  purpose  of  buoys,  and  to 
devote  the  balance  of  about  $4,000  to  cutting  off  several  sharp  turns  in 
the  channel,  particularly  in  the  immediate  vicintty  of  the  bridge  on  the 
Easton  Bay  side,  all  the  materials  to  be  purchased,  as  well  as  the  ma- 
chinery to  be  hired,  in  open  market. 

On  June  11  operations  under  the  above  plan  were  commenced.  Dur- 
ing the  month  18  guide-piles  were  driven  on  the  port-side  of  the  chan- 
nel, marking  thoroughly  its  entire  length  from  Easton  Bay  to  Chester 
Biver.    These  piles  were  stripped  of  bark  and  painted  black. 

Forty-two  piles  were  driven  at  the  passage  through  the  causeway. 
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forming  4  wings,  each  60  feet  in  length,  and  located,  respectively,  at 
each  corner  of  the  passage.  These  piles  were  planked  up  for  a  distance 
of  5  feet  above  high-water  mark  with  3-inch  plank  to  protect  the  guards 
of  passing  steamers. 

The  causeway  was  cut  out  by  hand  to  below  low- water  mark,  and 
about  100  cubic  perch  of  stone  were  used  as  riprapping  at  the  central 
pier  and  at  the  counterpoise  abutment.  At  the  close  of  the  above  work, 
on  June  28,  a  dredge  and  two  scows  were  chartered  by  the  day  for  the 
purpose  of  dredging  at  the  sharp  turns  spoken  of  above. 

The  entire  balance  of  funds  on  hand  can  and  probably  will  be  profit- 
ably expended  in  continuing  this  dredging. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  improvement  was  $23,000. 

Twenty-five  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  in  all  up  to  June  30, 
1877,  but  owing  to  long  and  unavoidable  delays,  and  consequent  increase 
of  expenses,  this  sum  has  not  quite  completed  the  work  estimated  for. 
Occasional  repairs  will  be  required  to  keep  this  channel  open  when  com- 
pleted. Their  cost  will  probably  average  $3,000  per  year.  This  amount 
can  be  profitably  expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

Capt.  C.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  had  the  immediate  su- 
pervision of  this  improvement. 

This  work  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Baltimore. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available ^,374  15 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

10,374  15 
July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 6,340  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,033  23 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  endiog  June  30, 1879.    3, 000  00 


Fa. 

IMPROVEBCBNT  OF  THE  ENTRANCE  TO  THE  HABBOE  OF  BALTIMORE, 

MARYLAND. 

The  object  of  this  work  has  been  to  secure  by  dredging  snch  a  chan- 
nel as  will  enable  vessels  drawing  23^  or  23  feet  to  come  to  th^  city  of 
Baltimore  at  any  ordinary  stage  of  the  tide. 

This  object  has  been  accomplished  as  regards  depth,  bat  additional 
width  is  needed. 

When  the  work  was  practically  complete,  in  1874,  it  was  estimated 
that  an  annual  outlay  of  $50,000  would  be  required  to  maintain  the 
channel  in  the  condition  in  which  it  then  was. 

Since  that  date  the  appropriations  for  the  work  have  exceeded  the 
above  estimate  by  but  a  small  amount ;  but  all  the  funds  that  could  be 
spared  for  the  purpose  have  been  devoted  to  securing  an  additional 
width  to  the  channels. 

Thus,  in  the  years  ending  June  30, 1875  and  1876,  the  Oraighill  chan- 
nel was  widened  to  330  feet  at  those  portions  where  it  had  a  less  width ; 
theBrewerton  Channel  was  widened  by  an  additional  cut  40  feet  in  width, 
making  a  total  width  of  about  300  feet  throughout ;  and  the  turning- 
place,  at  the  junction  of  the  Brewerton  and  Fort  McHenry  Channels, 
was  enlarged.  These  increased  widths  have  afforded  some  considerable 
relief  to  shipping,  but  more  is  needed. 

The  large  steamers  that  ply  to  and  from  the  port,  and  which  have  in- 
-creased  very  rapidly  of  late,  both  in  number  and  size,  are  very  apt  to 
18  E 
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run  against  the  sides  of  the  channel,  cutting  off  large  slices  of  the  bank, 
thus  endangering  the  vessels  and  at  the  same  time  seriously  injuring  the 
channel. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  operations  have  been  confined  to  dredging 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  Fort  McHenry  Channel  and  the  lower  end  of  the 
Brewerton  Channel.  The  object  of  dredging  at  the  former  point  was  to 
widen  the  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor  of  Baltimore  to  facilitate  the  pas- 
sage in  and  out  of  large  vessels. 

At  the  latter  point  the  object  was  to  restoi-e  the  original  depth  of  the 
channel  from  the  lower  end  to  a  point  opposite  to  and  a  little  above  Korth 
Point.  This  portion  of  the  channel  necessarily  projects  into  and  across 
the  current  of  the  Susquehanna  Biver,  and  has  been  referred  to  in  pre- 
vious annual  reports  as  probably  in  need  of  more  or  less  dredging  each 
year  in  order  that  its  depth  may  be  maintained. 

On  June  30, 1876,  the  work  remained  suspended,  and  the  Government 
tug  Leslie  was  in  charge  of  a  watchman,  the  appropriation  having  been 
exhausted  early  in  June. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  an  appropriation  of 
$75,000  was  made  for  the  work ;  but  no  instructions  as  to  its  availability 
for  expenditure  were  received  until  September  14,  when  an  allotment  of 
$40,000  was  made. 

The  tug  Leslie  was  at  once  put  in  commission,  and  .examinations  of 
portions  of  the  channel  commenced,  to  determine  the  points  most  in  need 
of  attention. 

The  examinations  and  the  resulting  maps  having  been  completed,  pro- 
posals for  dredging  were  invited,  and  were'opened  November  1. 

A  contract  was  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Curtis,  Fobes  &  Co.,  of  Port- 
land, Me.,  (the  lowest  bidders,)*  for  the  removal  of  2i0,000  cubic  yards  of 
material,  at  the  rate  of  9|  cents  per  yard.  The  contract  required  the 
work  to  be  commenced  December  1, 1876,  and  to  be  completed  June  30, 
1877.  In  December,  while  the  contractors'  machinery  was  on  the  way 
to  Baltimore  from  the  North,  it  was  struck  by  a  severe  gale,  and  seri- 
ously crippled  near  Sandy  Hook,  K  l". 

The  harbor  of  Baltimore,  meanwhile,  became  closed  with  ice,  and  re- 
mained so  until  late  in  February,  so  that  dredging  would  have  been  im- 
possible had  the  apparatus  been  at  hand. 

Dredging  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Fort  McHenry  Channel  was  finally 
commenced  on  the  7th  of  March,  and  was  completed  on  the  2d  of  ]|kiay. 

The  area  dredged  over  consisted  of  two  wedge-shaped  pieces,  one  lying 
on  the  Lazaretto  side,  the  other  on  the  Fort  McHenry  side  of  the  chan- 
nel. This  gives  a  much  easier  entrance  to  the  inner  harbor,  the  widen- 
ing commencing  at  a  point  about  1,200  feet  below  the  Lazaretto  light, 
and  attaining  a  width  of  750  feet  opposite  said  point.  All  this  area  was 
dredged  to  a  depth  of  25  feet  at  ordinary  low- watery  94,000  cubic  yards 
of  material  were  removed  from  this  locality.  On  the  completion  of  this 
work  dredging  was  commenced  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Brewerton  Chan- 
nel. At  the  close  of  operations  in  June,  1876,  an  interior  cut,  45  feet 
from  the  north  side  of  the  channel,  had  been  carried  up  to  nearly  oppo- 
site North  Point,  and  there  left  incomplete  for  want  of  funds. 

During  May  and  June,  1877,  this  out  was  completed,  and  3  additional 
interior  cuts  have  also  been  made,  completing  the  total  of  240,000  yards 
called  for  in  the  contract. 

All  this  dredging  has  been  to  25  feet  at  ordinary  low-water,  and  it 
leaves  this  portion  of  the  channel,  to  the  extent  of  five-sevenths  of  its 
width,  in  better  condition  than  ever  before. 

The  balance  ($35,000)  of  the  apprppriation  of  August  14, 1876,  having 
been  rendered  available  in  April  last,  a  project  of  expenditure  was  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  which  being  approved,  proposals  were 
invited  for  dredging  300,000  cabic  yards  of  material,  in  addition  to  the 
amoant  contracted  for  under  the  previous  allotment.  These  proposals 
were  opened  on  Jane  1,  and  a  contract  entered  into  with  Mr.  A.  P. 
Brown,  of  Washington,  D.  0.,  (the  lowest  bidder,)  for  the  execution  of 
the  work  at  the  rate  of  9\  cents  per  cubic  yard.  The  contract  requires 
the  work  to  be  commenced  July  1, 1877,  and  to  be  completed  on  June 
30, 1878. 

An  examination  of  the  lower  end  of  the  Brewerton  Channel  was  made 
in  May  last,  and  the  resnlts  plotted. 

It  disclosed  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  re-dredging  over  th^  re- 
maining width  of  the  Brewerton  Channel,  as  far  as  opposite  ^orth 
Point;  and  Mso  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  turning-place  at  its 
junction  with  the  Craighill  Channel. 

It  is  proposed  to  complete  the  dredging  at  these  two  localities,  and 
afterward  to  devote  the  balance  available  to  dredging  an  entirely  new 
cut  through  the  Brewerton  Channel,  thus  giving  an  additional  width  of 
40  feet. 

Qaite  extensive  repairs  to  the  tug  Leslie  will  be  required  during  the 
coming  fiscal  year,  iuclodiug  the  putting  in  of  a  new  boiler,  her  present 
one  being  fifteen  years  old,  and  in  very  bad  condition. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  coming  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
1878.  One  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  were  asked  for  that 
year,  which  would  have  filled  the  estimated  cost  of  the  existing  project, 
and  provided  for  the  annual  reparations.  To  this  sum  add  $50,000  for 
reparations,  and  we  have  as  the  amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended 
in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879,  9185,000. 

The  immediate  supervision  of  this  work  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
Capt.  C.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amoant  ayailable 8794  66 

Amount  appropriated  by  aot  approved  Aagnet  14, 1876 75, 000  00 


Jaly  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  daring  fiscal  year 20, 265  72 

July  1, 1877,  oatatanding  Uabilitiee :...    9,497  05 


175,794  68 


29,762  77 


Jaly  1, 1877,  amount  available -....      46,031  91 

Amoant  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 185, 000  00 

Amoant  ttiat  can  be  prolitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .    185, 000  00 

Patapaco  Biver.    Propoidls  far  dredging,    B%d»  opened  at  12.5  p,  m.  Nwoember  1, 1876. 
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Patapsco  River,    Bids  for  dredging  opened  at  l^^p.  w.,  June  1,  1877. 
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ft 

M.F.Brainord 

Wm.  H.Molthrop.... 
E.  R.  Seward 

Albany 

7 

New  iJondon,  Conn. 
Albany.N.Y 

8 

Junel5,18n   June  30, 1878 

COMMBRCIAL  STATISTICS. 

CusTOM-HousK,  Collector's  Office, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  10.  1877. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  yonrsof  the  4th  instant,  reqaestinga  report  relative  to  the 
commerce  of  Baltimore  for  the  fiscal  year  jost  closed,  the  following  exhibit  is  respect- 
fully submitted : 

In  justice  to  my  predecessor,  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  I  took  pdssession  of  this 
office  on  the  5th  of  July,  so  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  furnish  yon  with  all  oithQ 
information  you  asked  for  up  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Statements  covering  the  last  two  years  are  generally  given  as  affording  a  better  view 
of  the  scope  of  the  commerce  of  Baltimore,  and  as  famishing  a  better  test  of  its  capa- 
bilities for  development  and  expansion. 

duties  COLLECTED  OK  IMPORTED  MRRCHAKDISB. 

Fiscalyearending  June  30, 1S76,  (coin) $4,301,476  37 

Fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  (coin) , 3,522,215  81 

RECEIFrS  FOR    T0XNA6B,  STEAMBOAT    IXSPECTIONS,  LICENSES    TO    PILOTS  AND    ENGI- 
NEERS, CUSTOMS-FEES,  ETC. 

Fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  (currency) $158,541  87 

Fiscal  year  eliding  June  30,  1877,  (currency) 183,868  70 

The  above  showing  of  duties  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  fair  indication  either  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  commerce  of  Baltimore,  in  dutiable  commodities,  or  as  to  the  measure  of  its  re- 
BOUTces  and  facilities  as  a  commercial  city.  This  view  will  become  apparent  iu  the 
progress  of  this  statement,  and  is  already  sustained  in  the  fact  of  increase  in  the  cur- 
rency receipts,  which  is  an  evidence  of  improvement  in  the  foreign  trade. 

Passing  over  the  fact  of  the  unusual  depression  of  trade,  and  also  the  fact  that  home 
industries  are  supplanting  foreign  ones  with  the  products,  which  everywhere  alike 
have  diminished  importations,  there  have  been,  however,  causes  of  a  kindred  nature, 
exceptional  in  the  case  of  this  port,  because  of  their  effects  upon  its  commerce,  which 
should  be  mentioned  in  this  connection. 

This  statement  will  show  that  among  the  chief  articles  of  dutiable  imports  at  Balti- 
more was  that  of  suear.  That  trade  in  its  various  branches  is  very  extensive,  and 
necessarily  identifies  Itself  with  many  other  interests.  During  the  last  five  years  the 
two  several  failures  occurred  here  of  leading  houses  which  gave  that  interest  a  serious 
shock  and  set-back.  The  more  recent  faDure  visibly  affected  the  su^ar  trade,  and 
in  a  very  palpable  sense  lessened,  for  a  time,  the  importation  of  that  article. 

That  failure  carried  down  an  establishment  that  had  well-nigh  amounted  to  a  mo- 
nopoly of  that  trade,  especially  in  the  sugar-refinery  branch,  having  under  its  control 
four  at  least  of  the  principal  refineries  in  the  city  of  very  large  capacity.  Its  failure, 
consequently,  amounted  almost  to  a  paralysis  in  effect  up<Ni  the  sugar  trades,  and  im- 
pinged many  kindred  interests. 

The  decline  in  duties  during  a  portion  of  the  last  year,  as  presented  in  the  above 
exhibit,  is  almost  wholly  due  to  that  disaster. 

As  an  evidence,  however,  that  it  caused  no  impairment  of  the  native  vigor  of  the 
commerce  of  the  port,  or  its  ability  to  re'^nperate  after  disaster,  a  contrast  is  arawn  be- 
tween the  revenue  receipts  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  closing  fiscal  year  and  those 
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of  the  same  months  of  the  one  preceding,  in  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  has 
been  v^ry  manifest,  indicating  a  mark^  reyival  in  the  foreign  trade  of  this  port  in 
dutiable  commodities. 

April.  1876 1307,960  15        April,  1877 $461,370  17 

May,'1876 197,169  64        May,  1877 446,083  41 

June,  1876 242,324  22       June,  1877 404,039  00 

647,454  01  1,311,498  58 

647, 454  01 


Increase  over  last  fiscal  year  for  that  period 654,044  57 

As  a  further  reason  that  the  duties  above  given  do  not  show  the  extent  of  the  foreign 
trade  here  in  importation,  it  may  be  stated  that  merchants  in  many  instances  import 
goods  through  other  cities.  That  portion  of  the  trade  so  diverted  through  other  chan- 
nels will,  in  time,  as  facilities  improve,  stay  at  home,  and  go  direct  from  this  port. 

Again,  this  port  is  the  gateway  or  entrepot  of  the  great  West  and  other  sections  of 
the  country.  Importations  of  goods  are  made  through  Baltimore  for  other  places  by 
transportation  in  bond  without  appraisement,  without  breaking  bulk,  'transportation 
with  appraisement,"  besides  withdrawals  from  bond,  which  merchandise  goes  to  other 
ports  of  entry  and  delivery,  at  which  places  the  duties  are  paid. 

The  value  of  goods  transported  in  bond,  without  appraisement,  and  the  duties  col- 
lected thereon,  are  as  follows: 

Fiscal  year  1877 :  Value,  $219,077 ;  duties,  $71,417.34. 

Transported  in  bond  with  appraisement  for  fiscal  year  closing  June  30, 1877 :  Value, 
$504,182;  duties,  $193,550.52. 

The  destinations  of  goods  so  imported  are  mainly  for  the  West,  as  already  stated, 
but  in  some  instances  tbey  go  to  Boston  and  Philadelphia,  and  occasionally  New  York. 

The  character  of  goods  so  imported  compose  the  following  varieties  in  part :  hardware, 
toys,  perfumery,  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  metals,  steel,  fflass,  &«.,  leather,  drugs, 
tin-plates,  wines,  liquors,  champagne,  ginger  ale,  cutlery,  medicines,  potash,  and  sooa- 
ash,  sugar,  salt,  soaps,  brushes,  silks  and  clothing,  china,  earthenware,  woolen  goods,  &o. 

In  addition  to  the  importations  made  in  the  manner  mentioned,  large  quantities  of 
goods  are  entered  for  warehouse,  upon  which  the  duties  are  paid  upon  withdrawal. 
This  may  not  take  place  within  the  year,  and  in  some  cases  runs  to  the  limit  of  three 
years.  The  value  and  duties  of  goods  so  entered  for  the  fiscal  year  just  closing  are  as 
follows: 

Yalae.  Duty. 

Goods  imported  in  American  vessels $2,931,900    $1,408,411  97 

Goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels v 3,010,096      1,443,376  07 

Total 5,941,996      2,851,788  04 

The  commodities  so  imported  consist  of  a  similar  variety  to  those  above  mentioned, 
those  of  chief  value  being  sugar,  molasses,  melada,  salt,  jute  bagging,  hessians,  wines, 
champagnes,  sodas,  iron,  tin,  lead,  metal,  steel,  glass,  glassware,  carpets,  toys, 
woolens,  silks,  linen,  preserved  fruits,  china  and  earthenware,  drugs,  dves,  &c. 

The  above  showing  relates  Wholly  to  dutiable  merchandise  imported,  and  of  course 
does  not  show  the  extent  or  value  of  foreign  importations ;  other  commodities,  upon 
which  there  are  no  duties,  are  largely  imported  into  this  port,  especially  the  article  of 
coffee,  which  comprises  here  a  large  and  valuable  trade,  the  importance  of  which  is 
scarcely  less  than  any  city  of  the  Union,  if  it  is  not  destined  to  equal  all  others.  This 
article  is  heavily  marketed  in  the  West.  The  value  of  foreign  importations,  duti- 
able and  undutiable,  for  the  fiscal  year  closing  Juue  30, 1877,  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
$22,025,641. 

The  value  of  imports  for  the  preceding  year  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $22,340,629. 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  above  comparisons  that  the  value  of  importations  for 
the  last  year  is  eqal  within  a  trifle  to  that  of  the  preceding  year,  notwithstanding 
the  untoward  causes  referred  to  that  have  militated  against  the  commerce  of  the  port. 

A  comparison  of  imported  values  between  the  six  months  of  the  year  just  closed 
and  that  of  the  preceding  year,  exhibits  a  vigorous  revival  of  foreign  trade,  and  sus- 
tains the  views  expressed  in  the  first  part  of  this  communication. 

Value  of  imports  from  January,  1876,  to  June,  1876,  (inclusive) $9, 46^,  646 

January,  1877,  to  June,  1877 13,881,922 

Increase  over  six  months  of  previous  year 4,413,276 

This  exhibit  affords  a  rate  of  increase  amounting  annually  to  over  $8,000,000  in  the 
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valae  of  foreign  imports.  Among  the  articles  imported  of  ohief  valae  for  the  year  men- 
tioned are  as  follows : 

Value. 

Sagar,  molasses,  and  melada $6,365,908 

Coffee 11,144,506 

Tin-platee 1,078,886 

Sodas 448,755 

Guano : 196,016 

Hides 184,422 

Salt 129,835 

Sulphur 105,175 

Besides  which,  rating  next  in  value,  are  cloths,  cassimeres,  dry  goods,  woolens  i 
silks,  dress  goods,  carpets,  fruits,  drugs,  wines,  champagne,  &,c. 

The  articles  of  steel  rails,  manufactures  of  steel  and  hardware,  were  heretofore 
among  the  importations  of  chief  value.  But  during  the  last  year  no  rails  have  been 
imported,  and  but  limited  quantities  of  the  latter  articles  mentioned.  This  is  due, 
doubtless,  in  a  '^at  measure,  to  the  completion  of  railroads,  and  to  the  fact  that 
home  industries  m  the  manufacture  of  steel  and  hardware  are  ocoopying  the  home 
market  and  infringing  upon  the  foreign  market. 

The  other  branch  of  foreign  commerce  relates  to  domestic  exports.  The  growth  in 
this  particular  has  been  most  marked  and  perspicuous. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1871,  the  value  of  domestic  foreign 
exports  was  $15,037,855.  At  close  of  fiscal  year  1876,  five  years  thereafter,  those  ex- 
ports amounted  to  $31,216,870,  more  than  duplicated.  For  the  fiscal  year  closing  June, 
1877,  the  value  of  foreign  exports  amounts  to  $40,000,000,  nearly  double  the  value  of 
imports. 

The  commodities  exported  and  their  values,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  articles, 
exported  in  limited  quantities,  are  given  in  the  following  table : 

Acids $5,124  00 

Agricultural  implements 2,475  00 

Animals  living,  hogs,  horses,  mules,  sheep,  &c 13,959  00 

Bark  for  tanning 38,068  00 

Blacking 691  00 

Bread  and  breadstufEs: 

Bread  and  biscuit $40,606  00 

Indian  com * 12,961,689  00 

Indian-corn  meal 105,782  00 

Oats 11,691  00 

Rye 41,855  00 

Rve-flour 279  00 

Wheat 2,035,315  00 

Wheat-flour 2,641,421  00 

Other  small  ^ains 5,389  00 

Maizena,  farina,  &c 14,185  00 

17,858,212  00 

Brooms,  brushes,  &c 6,862  00 

Candles,  tallow,  &c 22,326  00 

Carriages,  carts,  &c 4,360  00 

Coal 76,479  00 

Copper  and  manufactures  of  copper,  ore 3,700  00 

Copper  in  pigs,  bars,  sheets,  &c 17,262  00 

Cordage,  rope,  twine,  &c 7,874  00 

Cotton  and  manufacture  of : 

Sea  island $232,613  00 

Other  manufactured.... 1,747,227  00 

Colored 19,538  00 

Uncolored 66,644  00 

All  other  manufactures  of 1,801  00 

2,067,823  00 

Drugs,  chemicals,  medicines. - 33,167  00 

Dye  stuffs : 10,489  00 

Fruits: 

Apples,dried 156,313  00 

Apples,  green  or  ripe 3,276  00 

Other  fruit,  ripe 1,429  00 

Preserved  in  cans  or  otherwise 30,764  00 

,  1Q1     'J'UO    00 

Furs  arrd  fur  skins loJsOO  00 

Glass  and  glassware 17,211  00 
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Gold  and  silver  and  manafactnie  of: 

Silver  coin 865,000  00 

Jewelry. 129  00 

$65,129  00 

Hair,  manofactnred 92,860  00 

Hay 2,424  00 

Hemp  and  mannfactureB  of ^ 2,395  00 

Hides 7.016  00 

Hoops ,. 73,441  00 

Iron  and  steel  manufaotores : 

Cntlery,  maohinery,  boilers,  edge-tools,  files,  saws,  Slq.  ;  steel  mann- 

factnres,  gnns,  &c 28, 882  00 

Lamps 3,771  00 

Lead  mannfaotures ^. 1,174  00 

Leather  manafactnres :  . 

Boots  and  shoes 6,120  00 

Morocco,  saddlery,  «fcc 205,478  00    . 

•     '  211,598  00 

Marble  and  manof  actare  of 541  00 

Matches 1,458  00 

Pianos  and  mnsical  instraments • 683  00 

Rosin,  turpentine,  tar,  and  pitch 14,035  00 

Oil-cake ^ 146,077  00 

Oils: 

Mineral,  crude •. 171,200  00 

Mineral,  refined  or  manufactured,  naphtha,  (benzine, 

gasoline) : 64,224  00 

Illuminating 7,472.446  00 

Lubricating 41,421  00 

Residuum,  tar,  pitch,  &c 6,122  00 

Animal  oils : 

Lard  oil,  neat's^foot  oil,  sperm,  &c 11, 342  00 

Vegetable  oils : 

Cotton-seed 37,197  00 

Linseed 551  00 

VolatUe 364  00 

7, 804,  867  00 

Paints,  colors,  paintings,  and  engravings 1,279  00 

Paper  and  stationery 15,585  00 

Provisions : 

Bacon  and  hams 699,493  00 

Beef 162,310  00 

Butter 18,773  00 

Cheese 11,306  00 

Condensed  milk 1,325  00 

Fish,  dried  or  smoked 1,395  00 

Fish.pickled 4,745  00 

Pish,  cured 31,521  00 

•Lwd 1,355,090  00 

Meats,  preserved 22,641  00 

Oysters,  pickles,  and  sauces 27,467  00 

Pork 371,276  00 

Onions 514  00 

Potatoes * 7,884  00 

Vegetables  and  vegetables  preserved 12, 970  00 

: 2,728,710  00 

-Quicksilver .' 2,000  00 

Rice...: 31,424  00 

Scales 547  00 

.Seeds— cotton,  flax-seed,  clover,  timothy,  &o 397, 423  00 

Sewing-machines ^... 1,067  00 

Soap,  perfumed  toilet,  &c 12,979  00 

Distilled  spirits 2,426  00 

Spirits  turpentine 538  00 

Starch : 64,280  00 

Sugar  and  molasses : 

Refined 43,660  00 

Candy  and  confectionery 1,163  00 

44,823  00 

Tallow 133,972  00 
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Tin  and  mannfactnres  of $18,920  00 

Leaf  and  manofaotored  tobacco... 6,446,589  00 

Tmnks,  valises,  umbrellas,  parasols,  Sec 3,865  OO 

Vessels  sold  to  foreigners * .-  9,500  OQ 

Vinegar 107  00 

Wax 2,236  Oa 

Wearing  apparel - 2,472  00 

Wood  and  mannfactnres  of  wood : 

Boards,  clapboards,  planks,  joints.  &c 69,559  00 

Shingles : 9,844  00 

Shocks,  staves,  hogsheads,  barrels,  &o..... 210, 831  00 

Poles,  masts,  spars,  «fec 148,336  00 

Honsehold  furniture 9,407  00 

Articles  of  wood  mannfiEkctured  and  nnmanufac tnred 27, 546  00' 

Articles  not  enumerated,  manufactured  and  unmanufactured .  *49, 012  00 

The  extent  and  value  of  the  coastwise  trade  in  domestic  traffic  may  only  be  con- 
iecturedj  as  the  much  larp^er  portion  of  it  forms  no  part  of  the  records  of  this  office ; 
but  in  view  of  the  extensive  inland  water-communication  of  this  port,  and  its  intimate 
business  relations  with  ^orts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and  elsewnere,  that  branch  of 
domestic  trade  in  quantity  and  value  is  very  considerable. 

It  may  be  remarked  in  this  connection  that  exportation  of  articles  of  domestic 
industries  are  made  in  some  instances  through  other  ports,  and  therefore  do  not 
appear  in  the  statistics  of  this  office.  There  are  a  number  of  extensive  cotton  and 
other  mills  within  the  environs  of  Baltimore.  The  manufacture  of  cotton  duck  has 
become  an  extensive  and  valuable  interest.  Manufacturers  say  that  three-fourths  of 
it  is  turned  out  at  these  mills  around  Baltimore,  much  of  which  is  exported  as  men- 
tioned. In  time  these  exportations  and  others  will  go  direct  from  this  port.  The  next 
feature  of  this  statement  will  relate  to  navigation,  vessels,  tonnage,  &o, 

COASTWISE  ARRTVAlSj  STEAMERS,  PROPELLERS,  SCHOONERS,  BARKS,  SHIPS,  BRIGS,  ETC.. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1876 :  Number  of  vessels,  1,626;  tonnage  in  amount,  1,238,942. 

For  the  fiscal  year  1877  :  Number  of  vessels,  1,732 ;  tonnage  in  amount,  1,213,156. 

The  harbor  was  closed  by  ice  during  the  winter  months,  which  e£fectnally  stopped 
navigation,  especially  that  of  a  local  character,  which  fact  is  very  apparent  in  the 
records  of  arrivals  during  those  months,  and  also  of  clearances ;  an  increase,  however,, 
of  over  one  hundred  appears  in  arrivals,  and  an  excess  of  about  twenty  in  clearances. 

COASTWISE  CLEARANCES. 

Fiscal  year  1876 :  Vessels,  1,993 ;  tonnage,  1,342,157. 
Fiscal  year  1877 :  Vessels,  2,014 ;  tonnage,  1,249,833. 

American  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  : 
Fiscal  year  1876:  Vessels,  306;  tonnage,  100,450. 
Fiscal  year  1877  :  Vessels,  352;  tonnage,  122,590. 
Foreign  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports : 
Fiscal  year  1876:  Vessels,  793;  tonnage,  572,206. 
Fiscal  year  1877 :  Vessels,  1,144;  tonnage,  798,541. 
American  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  countries: 
Fiscal  year  1876:  Vessels,  294  ;  tonnage,  86,788. 
Fiscal  year  1877 :  Vessels,  254 ;  tonnage,  87,993. 

Foreign  vessels  cleared  for  foreign  countries: 
Fiscal  year  1876 :  Vessels,  817;  tonnage,  587,282. 
Fiscal  year  1877 :  Vessels,  1,046 ;  tonnage,  752,512. 

Total  number  of  vessels  and  tonnage  arriving  from  foreign  countries  for  the  fiscal 
year  1876  :  Vessels,  1,496;  tonnage,  921,131. 
Total  number  of  same  clearing,  &c. :  Vessels,  1,300 ;  tonnage,  839,505. 
Total  amount  of  tonnage  entering  and  departing  the  harbor  of  this  port  for  the  fiscal 
year,  as  per  record : 

•  Tons. 

Fiscal  year  1876 1,688,883^ 

Fiscal  year  1877 3,011,469 

Increase 1,322,586 

This  exhibit  shows  a  marked  improvement  in  arrivals  and  clearances.  Independ- 
ently of  the  above,  many  vessels  enter  and  leave  the  port  which,  under  the  navigation 
laws,  are  not  required  to  report  at  the  custom-house.    The  tonnage  of  this  class  of 
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veaaelfi,  if  it  oould  be  known,  would  doabtless  exceed  the  amoant   uniUhed  by  the 
records  of  this  office. 
The  registered  oatstanding  toanage  of  this  dUtrict — 

FISCAL  YEAR  1876. 

2fo.       Tonnage. 

PermaaeDt  segtstered  sail-yessals 6&     22,878.5& 

Permanent  enrolled  saiUveesels M8      24, 017. 15 

Permanent  licensed  saiUvessels  .« 177       2»202.56 

49,098.27 

Permanent  enrolled  steam-vesselSy  wood ^ 75  25,594.73 

Permanent  enrolled  steam-yeeeels,  iron 20  9,313.67 

Permanent  licensed  steam -vessels,  wood 14  173.97 

Temporary  registered  sail- vessels 30  11,005.95 

Temporary  enrolled  sail- vessels 29  6,388.16 

Temporary  registered  steam-vessels .3  351.41 

Temporary  enrolled  steam-vessels » 1  368.95 

Total 936    102,295.11 

FISCAL  TEAR  1877. 

No.        Tonnage. 

Permanent  registered  sail- vessels 65  21,661.82 

Permanent  enrolled  sail-vessels 553  25,306.30 

Permanent  licensed  sail-vessels 190  2,422.26 

Permanent  enrolled  steam-vessels,  wood 79  25,098.57 

Permanent  enrolled  steam-vessels,  iron 22  10.0^4.15 

Permanent  licensed  steam-vessels,  wood 13  165.80 

Permanent  enrolled  bar^e,  wood 1  31.49 

Temporary  registered  sail- vessels 19  8,672.12 

Temporary  enrolled  sail-vessels 51  13,332.73 

Temporary  registered  steam-vessels 1  122.47 

Temporary  enrolled  steam-vessels 1  163.79 

Total 995    107,061.50 

INCREASE  OVER  LAST  TEAR. 

^eretofore  the  caiuil-boat  tonnage  comprised  part  of  the  registered  tonnage  of  the 
district,  and  amounted  to  555  boats,  and  tne  £>llowing  tonnage,  32,888.47. .  This  class 
of  vessels  is  not  now  required  to  be  enrolled  and  Uoensed,  as  formerly.  This  exemption 
caused,  of  course,  some  shrinkage  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  the  port.  It  will  appear, 
by  comparison  of  the  last  ten  years,  that  there  nas  been  an  increase  in  the  tonnage  evi- 
dently of  a  class  of  vessels  that  shows  growing  strength  and  expansion  in  the  commer- 
cial marine  of  the  port. 

Tonnage  receipts,  fiscal  year  1876 $71,350  54 

Tonnage  receipts,  fiscal  year  1877 98,015  70 

Increase - 26,665  16 

The  above  increase  is  attributable  to  the  marked  additional  foreign  arrivals. 

Before  mentioning  the  several  foreign  lines  of  steamers,  together  with  the  sea-cosist 
and  inland  lines,  it  will  l>e  in  place  at  this  point  to  refer  to  the  arrival  of  passengers  at 
this  port. 

For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1877,  the  following  passengers  arrived : 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Immigrants 2,586    2,154    4,740 

Passengeis  not  immigrants £04        273        777 

3,090    2,427    5,517 

Cabin-passengers , ^ 421       207       628 

At  this  port  there  are  four  foreieu  lines  of  steamships,  besides  which  there  are  inci- 
dental arrivals  from  other  lines  which  may  become  regular  ones. 

The  North  German  Lloyd  line  comprises  several  magnificent  iron  mail-steamships  of 
an  average  tonnage  each  of  3,000  tons,  and  was  established  as  a  line  at  this  port  in  1868. 
This  line  runs  between  Baltimore,  Southampton,  and  Bremen,  communicating  with 
Havre,  London,  and  Paris.    The  Allan  line  comprises  a  similar  class  of  iron  mail-steam- 
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ehipSy  averajB^ng  over  3,000  tons  burden,  and  this  line  rnns  between  Baltimore  and 
Liverpool,  via  Halifax  and  intermediate  places ;  was  established  in  1870.  The  piers  of 
those  lines  are  the  terminus  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  at  which  place  freight 
is  landed  and  received  either  from  or  directly  to  the  West,  aooordiafi^  to  destination. 

There  are  two  Spanish  lines  combined  in  one,  comprising  15  first-class  iron  steam- 
ships, averaging  2,300  tons  burden,  established  in  1874,  running  between  Baltimore 
andXiverpool,  via  Havana,  and  the  British  Beaver  line,  of  three  first-class  steamship 
and  several  first-ciass  iron  clipper-ships,  with  an  average  tonnage  of  3,000  tons,  estab- 
lished in  1875.  Those  two  last-named  lines  maintain  an  average  arrival  of  one  steamer 
per  week. 

The  vessels  last  mentioned  require  a  depth  of  water  averaging  24  feet. 

The  sea-going  coastwise  line  of  steamers  are  the  Boston  line,  comprising  eieht  or  ten 
splendid  steamers,  of  an  average  capacity  of  2,000  tons,  the  Savannah,  Charleston, 
Wilmington,  New  Berne,  Norfolk,  York  River,  James  River,  Rappahannock,  Potomac  to 
Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Georgetown,  and  a  line  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York', 
by  way  of  canal,  besides  the  many  local  lines  touching  at  places  on  the  Chesapeake 
Bay  and  its  tributaries  within  the  State  and  a<^acent  thereto. 

The  above  exhibit  expresses  of  itself  sufficiently  clearly  the  commercial  value  of  the 
harbor  of  Baltimore,  both  locally  and  nationally,  without  any  comment. 

It  certainly  affords  an  evidence  of  a  substantial  and  enduring  commercial  basis,  both 
intrinsic  and  acquired,  that  must  enlarge  and  expand  in  the  near  future  to  limits  of 
greater  value.  The  locality  of  this  port,  its  advantageous  surroundings,  and  its  short 
lines  of  inland  communications  with  the  West  and  Mississippi  Valley,  indicate  its  im- 
mediate and  also  its  growing  importance. 

Two  of  the  great  leadine  railroads  of  the  country  find  a  terminus  in  Baltimore  upon 
valuable  water-fronts,  both  of  which  are  competing  carriers  for  the  treasures  of  the 
West,  naturally  flowing  to  Baltimore;  indeed,  new  enterprises  are|now  in  contem- 
plation, among  which  may  be  mentioned  that  of  the  exportation  of  fresh  meat,  and 
that  of  increased  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  mineral  oils  to  this  port. 

And  while  its  local  interests  are  necessarily  chief  considerations  to  its  citizens, 
nevertheless  its  relations  identify  it  Intimately  with  sea-ports  of  the  Atlantic  coast 
north  and  south,  and  also  with  the  vast  producing  areas  of  the  interior,  and  render  its 
importance  in  a  national  sense  alike  of  interest  to  the  whole  countrv. 

The  improvement  and  efficient  maintenance  of  its  harbor,  nationally  considered,  are 
of  permanent  importance. 

By  a  short  cut  across  the  eastern  peninsula  of  the  State,  the  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware Bays  can  be  united.  This  is  a  practical  nroject,  and  although  tne  Government 
may  not  deem  itself  justified  in  undertaking  tne  outlay  for  a  ship-canal  to  unite  the 
two  bays,  yet  the  project  is  so  tempting  and  feasible  that  local  capital,  with  that  of 
adjoining  States,  will  be  induced  at  no  distant  dav  to  undertake  and  complete  the  enter- 
prise. Then  the  Government  would  have  an  inland  water  communication  from  Phil- 
adelphia to  the  Carolinas,  which  in  the  event  of  hostilities  would  be  of  vast  advantage, 
and  m  no  less  a  sense  would  it  confer  a  valuable  benefit  upon  the  commercial  marine 
of  the  Atlantic  and  southern  coasts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Thomas,  Jr., 
CoUecior. 

Maj.  W.  P.  Craiohhx, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A. 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  WICOMICO  RIVER,  NEAR  SALISBURY,  MARYLAJS^D. 

The  original  plan  of  improvement  for  this  locality  was  to  secure,  by 
dredging,  a  channel  75  feet  in  width  and  7  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low- 
water  from  the  bridge  at  Salisbury  to  the  deep  water  of  the  bay  below, 
a  distance  of  about  7,000  feet,  the  removed  material  to  be  deposited 
behind  longitudinal  dikes. 

Owing  to  insufficient  means,  and  the  failure  of  the  property-owners 
to  fully  carry  out  their  promises  in  regard  to  assisting  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  diking,  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  execute  the  above 
project,  and  the  plan  was  so  modified  as  to  contemplate  the  dredging  of 
a  channel  only  50  feet  in  width  and  5  feet  in  depth  at  ordinary  low- 
water,  the  greater  portion  of  the  expense  of  diking  falling  upon  the 
Government. 
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As  stated  iu  the  last  abnual  report,  work  was  discontinaed  on  Jana- 
ary  7, 1876,  the  appropriatioa  having  been  exhausted.  At  this  date  the 
channel,  as  per  modified  plan,  was  completed,  except  for  a  distance  of 
about  300  feet,  which  was  made  only  28  feet  iu  width,  on  account  of 
lack  of  funds. 

Work  has  remained  suspended  during  the  whole  of  the  past  fiscal 
year. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1876,  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  was  made  for  this  work ;  but  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
the  War  Department  it  remained  unavailable  for  expenditure  until 
March  31,  1877, 

The  appropriation  having  become  available  on  this  date,  a  re-exami- 
nation of  the  entire  channel  and  dikes  was  made  as  soon  as  possible, 
with  a  view  to  submitting  a  project  for  its  expenditure.  This  re-exami- 
nation was  made  during  the  early  part  of  May,  occupying  from  the  3d  to 
the  11th  of  the  month.  The  soundings  were  immediately  plotted.  It 
was  found  that  the  channel  had  stood  quite  well,  both  as  to  width  and 
depth,  from  the  bay  up  to  the  wharves  near  the  town,  a  depth  of  fully 
5  feet  at  ordinary  low-water  being  found  over  the  entire  distance. 
Along  the  wharves,  and  at  the  turning-basin  near  the  iron  bridge,  it 
had  filled  in  very  badly,  a  depth  of  only  2  feet  at  ordinary  low- water 
being  found  at  some  places.  This  filling  appears  to  be  due  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  inflow  of  sawdust  from  the  mills  above.  The  dikes  were 
found  to  have  remained  in  very  good  condition. 

On  the  14th  of  May  last  a  proposition  to  proceed  with  the  work  was 
submitted  to  the  Ghief  of  Engineers,  and  was  by  him  approved.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  recommencing  work,  which  will  consist  sim- 
ply in  dredging.  It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  funds  now  available 
will  be  sufficient  to  widen  the  channel  to  70  feet  through  its  entire  length, 
retaining  the  present  depth  of  5  feet  at  ordinary  low-water,  and  to  re- 
dredge  the  turning-basin  and  in  front  of  the  wharves.  It  may  not  be 
deemed  expedient  to  redredge  at  these  latter  localities,  unless  assurances 
are  received  from  the  proprietors  of  the  saw-mills  that  no  more  sawdust 
will  be  allowed  to  flow  into  the  stream. 

It  is  expected  that  these  dredging  operations  will  be  commenced  early 
in  July,  the  contractor  for  the  work  being  now  engaged  in  fitting  up  his 
machinery. 

It  is  estimated  that  from  three  to  four  months  will  be  required  to  exe- 
cute the  work  contemplated. 

The  appropriations  have  been  June  10, 1872 ;  March  3, 1873 ;  June  23, 
1874 ;  March  3, 1876,  and  August  14, 1876.    Total,  825,000. 

Ko  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878. 

Should  the  original  plan  be  carried  out,  an  appropriation  of  $15,000 
will  still  be  required.  The  work  has  been  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  Capt.  0.  B.  Phillips,  Corps  of  Engineers. 

This  impiovemeDt  is  ip  the  collection-district  of  Baltimore. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $171  04 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

5,071  04 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 370  34 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 4,700  70 

Amount  (esiimat'Cd)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  project 15, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1^79.       7,500  00 
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COMMXKCIAL  STATISTICS. 

Sajjsbury,  Md.^  June  12, 1877. 

Sir  :  Relerring  to  yonr  reqaest,  I  hare  tbe  bonor  to  Bnbmit  tbe  following  statement 
of  the  basiness  of  Salisbury  for  the  past  year,  carried  on  principally  by  vessels  navi- 
gating Wicomico  River. 

Witnin  the  town  are  three  water  and  four  steam  saw-millsi  one  water  and  two  steam 
planinff-mills,  two  lar^e  grist-miUB,  one  kindling-wood  factory,  one  carriage-fifictory, 
one  hub-mill,  one  carding-mill. 

Shipments  for  the  year  have  been  9,900,000  feet  of  rough  lumber,  2,200,000  feet  of 
dressed  flooring,  820,000  peach-crates,  250,000  oil-can  Qases,  75,000  canned-fruit  cases, 
5,000  strawberry-crates,  7,200  cords  cord-wood,  3,000  railroad  ties,  301,000  quarts  straw- 
berries, 11,000  watermelons,  4,000  barrels  truck  and  vegetables,  58,000  quarts  wild  ber- 
ries, (25,000  crates  peaches  will  be  shipped  this  season,)  41  carriages,  10,000  hubs, 
13,000  pounds  corded  wood, 57,000  bushels  grain,  13,000  bushels  corn-meal,  1,520  bar- 
rels flour,  and  11,300  pounds  flour  in  quantities  lesa  than  one  barrel. 

Sales  other  than  shipments  enumerated  have  been  $616,000  of  general  merchandise, 
1,409  tons  coal,  140  tons  fertilizers,  57,000  bushels  oyster-shells,  28,000  bushels  oysters. 

There  are  33  stores  in  the  town.    Fifteen  schooners  of  913  tons,  (registered  tonnage,) 
and  54  smaller  boats,  trade  from  our  wharves.    Very  low  prices  of  produce  have  de- 
creased our  annual  production  and  sales. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  W.  Parsoiys. 

Col.  W.  P.  Craighiix, 

Major  Corps  of  EngineerSy  V.  5.  A, 


F4- 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

For  want  of  fands,  work  on  this  improvement  was  suspended  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  in  March,  1876,  and  not  resumed  until  the 
middle  of  September,  1876,  when  a  portion  ($40,000)  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  August  14, 1876,  ($60,000,)  became  available.  Work  was  not 
resumed  by  the  city  of  Bichmond  until  March  1, 1877.  Mr.  H.  D.  Whit- 
comb  has  continued  to  be  the  resident  engineer  for  the  United  States  at 
Eichmond,  while  at  the  same  time  engineer  for  the  city  in  the  joint  op- 
erations for  this  improvement.  Of  the  machinery  used,  that  portion 
for  blasting  and  removing  rock  belongs  to  the.  United  States ;  the  re- 
maining machinery,  which  has  been  employed  during  the  year,  belongs 
to  the  city  of  Bichmond.  It  has  been  rented  to  the  United  States  for 
actual  cost  of  repairs  while  in  its  service.  The  operations  have  been 
chiefly  confined  to  the.channel  from  the  Brewery  to  Almond  Creek,  and 
the  channel  through  Goode's  Bocks,  of  which  the  former  has  received  a 
width  of  100  feet  and  a  depth  of  15  feet  at  mean  low- water,  and  the  lat- 
ter an  equal  width  with  a  depth  of  13  feet,  much  the  larger  portion  be- 
ing 15  feet.  Wing-dams  have  been  also  used  to  a  limited  extent  at  the 
bars  near  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  contracting  the  width  of  the  river 
to  about  600  feet.  The  results  thus  far  are  satisfactory,  showing  an 
increased  depth.  Mr.  Whitcomb  estimates  that  it  requires  now  the  re-, 
moval  of  but  28,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  and  gravel  to  give  a  channel 
100  feet  wide  and  12J  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  from  Bocketts  Beef 
to  Hampton  Boads,  which  is  equivalent  to  16  feet  at  high-water. 

The  operations  of  the  year  have  very  manifestly  ameliorated  the  navi- 
gation of  the  river ;  vessels  in  greater  numbers  and  heavier  draught 
now  coming  to  the  wharves  of  Bichmond,  especially  those  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Bailroad.  But  a  greater  width  and  depth  of  channel 
are  requisite,  viz,  of  15  feet  at  low-water,  with  a  width  of  180  feet,  as 
stated  in  previous  annual  reports. 
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Meager  appropriations,  and  the  consequent  protraction  of  the  opera- 
tions over  a  longer  time,  necessarily  entail  increased  expense. 

The  estimate  of  1874  was $408,925  00 

The  appropriations  since  have  been,  June  23, 1874,  $50,000 ;  March  3, 1875, 
$50,000;  Angnst  14, 1876, $60,000;  total -• 160,000  00 

Leaving  to  be  provided : 246,925  00 

Mr.  WhitcomVs  revised  estimate  is  now  somewhat  greater,  viz,  $258,024. 

Money  statement 

Jaly  1, 1876,  amonnt  available *. $104  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 60, 000  00 

60, 104  59 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 43,201  67 

July  1,1877,  amonnt  available 16,902  92 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 258, 024  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  150, 000  00 


KEPOET  OF  ME.  H.  D.  WHITCOMB,  ASSISTANT  ENOINEEE. 

EiCUMOKD,  June  1, 1877. 

CoiiONEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  improvement  of 
James  River  from  July  1, 1876,  to  May  31, 1877,  inclusive.  All  work  on  the  improve- 
ment was  suspended  July  1, 1876,  that  by  the  IJnited  States  having  ceased  in  March. 

Work  was  resumed  by  the  United  States  September  15, 1876,  and  by  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond March  1, 1877,  and  has  been  carried  on  by  both  parties  to  the  present  date,  a 
period  of  eight  and  one-half  months. 

No  contracts  have  been  made  except  for  the  supply  of  timber;  the  work  has  been 
done  by  the  day  both  by  the  United  States  and  by  the  city.  On  the  15th  September, 
1876,  two  dredges  began  work  on  the  widening  and  extension  of  the  channel  between 
the  Brewery  and  Almond  Creek.  On  Ist  Ootooer  a  third  dredge  and  the  machinery  for 
blasting  and  removing  rock  began  work  on  the  Goode's  Rock  Channel,  and  work  was 
commenced  on  the  timber-groins  intended  to  contract  the  width  of  the  river  on  Rich- 
mond Bar.  Of  the  machinery  used  the  United  States  owns  that  for  blasting  and  re- 
moving rock,  including  one  lighter;  the  remaining  machinery,  consisting  of  two 
steam-togs,  three  dredges,  one  powder  pile-driver,  two  steam-dumpers,  and  nine 
lighters,  belongs  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  is  rented  to  the  United  States  for  actual 
cost  of  repairs  while  in  its  service. 

AMOUNT  OF  WORK  DONB. 

The  foUowing  stat-ement  gives  the  cubic  yards  of  materiftl  removed  by  dredging  and 
blasting  since  September  15, 1876 : 


By  the  United  States. 

By  Bichmond  City. 

• 

Cable  yards 
earth,  d^ 

Cable  yards 

Cable  yards 
earth,  d&o. 

Cubic  yards 
rook. 

Cbannel  between  Brewery  and  Almond  Creek . 

26,655 

3,101 

38 

14a  85 
1,867.42 

13,816 

10.50 

Lamp  in  Dato£-Qap  Canal 

Total 

89,788 

1, 407. 67 

13,816 

10  50 

By  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  Company,  at  entrance  to 

dock,  sand 6, 240  cubic  yards. 

By  the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  at  their  wharf,  sand 3, 816  cubic  yards. 

By  the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company,  at  their  wharf,  bo  wlders .        3  cubic  yunis 
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By  all  parties : 
Earth,  sand,  decomposed  rock,  cobble-stones,  and  small  bowl- 
ders     52,060       cubic  yards. 

Solid  rock  and  large  bowlders 1,421. 17  cabic  yards. 

Total - 53, 481. 17  cubic  yards. 

Timber-groins  built ■. 3,863       feet. 

The  cost  of  that  portion  of  the  work  done  by  the  United  States,  including  repairs 
and  renewals,  and  detentions,  and  damages  by  freshets  or  accidents,  but  not  including 
interest  on  capital  invested  in  machinery,  has  been  as  follows : 

Material  dredged  below  Brewery,  decomposed  rook,  cobble-stones,  and  sand, 

including  transportation  to  and  dumping  on  groins,  per  cubic  yard $0  33. 53 

Cobble-stones,  small  bowlders,  decompose  rook,  &c.,  dredged  at  Goode's 

Rock 1  39.23 

Solid  rock  and  large  bowlders  blasted  and  raised '..  7  .54. 10 

Timber-groins,  materials,  work,  and  repairs,  per  linear  foot 1  46. 25 

Of  the  amount  excavated,  36,168  cubic  yards  was  transported  to  and  dumped  on  the 
groins  or  training- walls  by  the  United  States,  and  the  remainder  similarly  disposed  of 
by  other  parties. 

The  channel  from  the  Brewery  to  Almond  Creek  has  been  excavated  100  feet  wide 
and  to  a  depth  of  15  feet  at  mean  low-tide.  The  channel  through  Gk>ode^s  Rocks  haa 
been  excavated  100  feet  wide  and  to  a  depth  of  13  feet  at  low-tide ;  much  the  larger 
portion  being  15  feet. 

The  wing-dams  and  training-wa^s  have  widened  the  navigable  channel,  and,  in 
most  cases,  deepened  it ;  and  it  now  requires  the  removal  of  only  28,000  cubic  vards  of 
sand  and  gravel  to  open  a  channel  100  feet  wide  and  12^  feet  deep  at  mean  low-tide 
from  Rocketts  Reef  to  Hampton  Roads.  This  is  equivalent  to  16  feet  at  mean  high- 
tide. 

The  Dutch-Gap  Canal  is  now  used  by  all  classes  of  vessels  coming  to  this  port,  but 
needs  further  widening  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

In  the  last  annual  report  an  analysis  of  the  survey  of  1874  was  given,  which  indi- 
cated that  many  of  the  shoals  on  the  river  could  be  permanently  removed  by  contract- 
ivLf^  the  width  of  the  river  at  certain  points ;  and  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the 
width  on  Richmond  Bar  should  be  from  550  to  600  feet.  The  experiment  of  contrac- 
tion has  been  tried  in  an  incomplete  way,  for  the  appropriation  did  not  permit  the  full 
execution  of  the  plan.  Timber-groins  or  wing-dams  have  been  built  from  400  to  1,200 
feet  apart  on  Richmond  Bar  and  other  shoals,  and  in  this  way  the  river  has  been  oon- 
.  tracted  in  width  to  about  600  feet  so  far  as  they  extend.  The  results  are  shown  in  the 
accompanying  table  and  diagrams.  The  first  groin,  which  contracted  the  river- width 
to  about  600  feet,  was  built  with  your  approviQ  by  the  city  in  Jnne,'1876,  and  is  num- 
bered 35  in  the  table.  The  remainder  were  built  by  the  United  States  between  Octo- 
ber, 1876,  and  March,  1877.  The  scour  observed,  due  to  the  tides,  which  here  have  a 
range  of  3^  feet,  has  been  very  small,  and  freshets  in  the  river  must  be  relied  on  for  rapid 
effects.  There  has  been  no  considerable  freshet  during  the  year.  The  highest  rise 
noted  occurred  September  24, 1876,  and  was  8.69  feet  above  mean  high-tide.  Another 
occurred  in  January,  accompanied  with  an  unusual  quantity  of  ice,  of  7  feet ;  a  third 
in  May  was  2.55  feet.  Each  of  these  freshets  improved  the  channel  opposite  to  and 
between  the  wing-dams  .to  such  an  extent  as  to  warrant  the  expectation  that  the 
improvement  will  continue  in  the  future,  and  toill  probably  be  permanent. 
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Statement  giving  the  characteristiee  of  certain  eeotions  of  Jamts  Biver  in  1874  and  1877, 
ahotoing  the  effect  of  contracting  its  width  in  the  interval  up  to  May^  1877. 
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7i0 
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1,140 

1,805 

1,140 
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1.060 

1,080 
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ST 


5,354 
4,7S9 
4,013 
0.908 
5^504 
5.790 
5.598 
0.901 
7, 884 
6.481 
6,783 


-5 

li 

li 


11.0 
10.5 
11.3 
10.3 

a7 

&0 
9.3 
18.8 
18.3 
9.0 
0.3 


590 
538 

540 
505 
565 
588 

600 
608 
640 
637 
637 


Karch,  1877... 
March,  1877... 
Maroh,  1877... 

jQDe,  1876 

Oct..  1876 

Oct,  1876 

Not.,  1876 

Nov..  1876 

Feb.,  1877 

Dec.,  1876 

Dec.,  1876 


464 
568 
934 
1,483 
1,58« 
1,845 
1,945 
1,995 
1,783 
1,539 
1,334 


5,336 
4,718 
4,486 
6,559 
6,008 
5.843 
5,497 
5,598 
5,973 
6,414 
6,389 


446 

557 

447 

1,703 

9,099 

1,889 

1.190 

690 

418 

1,478 

780 


H 

•SI 


18.9 
10.8 
11.4 
18.5 
11.8 
10.8 
10.8 
11.4 
18.8 
11.9 
11.6 


©§ 

9-^ 


9  months. 
9  months. 
9  months. 
11  months. 
7  months. 
7  months. 
6  months. 
6  months. 
3  months. 
5  months. 
5  m6nths. 


For  farther  information  on  these  sections,  see  diagrams. 

If  these  sections  are  a  fair  representation  of  the  bottom  between  them,  the  number 
of  cubic  yards  removed  by  scour  is  as  follows: 

Between  19  and  23 15,238 

Between  35  and  43,  Kiohmond  bar 129,937 

Between  43  and  47 25,017 

Between  47  and  51 33,496 

Between  51  and  53,  Randolph  flats 20,826 

Total  cubic  yards 224,514 

There  has  been  some*  shoaling  below  the  lowest  groin  bnilt,  where  the  width  is  ab- 
ruptly increased  from  637  feet  to  about  800  feet.  On  the  opposite  side  to  the  groins 
there  is  a  timber  training- wall,  built  in  1874-'75,  which  had  contracted  the  width  to 
about  800  feet,  and  had  caused  considerable  scour.  The  present  depth  is  greater  than 
it  was  in  1874^  but  it  is  less  than  it  was  in  1876,  but  is  still  equal  to  14^  feet  at  mean 
high-tide. 

•  Obviously,  the  contraction  of  the  river  should  be  continued  down  to  a  point  where 
its  present  width  is  about  that  to  which  it  has  been  contracted  artificially  above,  lliis 
point  is  found  below  Warwick  Bar,  11  miles  below  the  lowest  wing-dam  already  built, 
and  5i  miles  below  the  city.  Below  this,  as  far  as  Dutch  Gap,  the  river  has  an  aver- 
age wicfth  of  about  600  feet,  and  a  depth  of  channel  at  low  tide,  except  for  a  short  dis- 
tance in  Kingsland's  reach  of  at  leaet  18  feet  at  high  tide.  Warwick  Bar  is  now  about 
2,000  feet  above  its  location  in  1852,  as  shown  on  the  Coast-Survev  chart.  It  is  now 
just  above  Gunn's  wharf,  the  site  of  a  military  bridge  during  the  civil  war.  Portions 
of  sunken  vessels  and  other  obstructions  still  remain  there,  but  they  are  not  in  the 
usual  track  of  vessels.-  From  this  point  downward  there  is  now  a  good  channel,  with 
from  16  to  17  feet  at  high- tide.  Over  the  present  bar,  which  is  500  feet  long,  there  are* 
but  little  over  15  feet.  There  were  two  lines  of  cribs  and  vessels  sunk  on  oul  Warwick 
Bar  during  the  war,  the  lines  not  being  continuous.  Many  of  these  were  removed 
under  your  instructions.  Those  now  remaining  are  causing  irregular  scour.  The 
effect  on  the  fair- way  for  vessels  has  been  beneficial,  as  it  is  3  or  4  feet  deeper  opposite 
the  obstructions  than  was  found  by  the  Coast  Survey  in  1852. 

In  regulating  the  width  of  the  river  here  it  would  seem  advisable  to  remove  all  the 
remaining  obstructions  which  are  within  the  contemplated  lines  of  contraction. 

It  was  suggested,  in  the  last  annual  report,  that  the  depth  to  which  the  improve^ 
ment  should  oe  carried  below  Warwick  Bar  should  be  18  feet  at  low-water,  instead  of 
that  now  intended  of  15  feet.  The  reason  given  was,  that  vessels  loaded  for  the  high' 
tide  depth  at  Richmond  should  be  able  to  pass  all  the  lower  shoals  at  any  stage  of  the 
tide.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  work  of  deepening  below  Warwick  Bar,  at  least  where 
the  shoals  are  of  sand  or  light  earth,  can  be  accomplished  by  properly-located  training- 
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walls,  and  the  increased  expense  on  bars  of  harder  material  would  not  be  considerable 
for  the  greater  depth. 

The  following  statement  of  shoals  below  Warwick  Bar,  with  their  length  at  certain 
depths,  has  been  compiled  from  maps  in  this  office,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consider- 
ation. It  has  been  impossible,  with  the  imeans  in  hand,  to  examine  the  character  of 
these  lower  shoals  during  the  past  year,  so  as  to  make  a  reliable  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  their  removal,  but  it  is  important  to  have  this  information  as  soon  as  practicable. 


Skoals  in  .Tame«  River 
between  "Warwick 
Bar  and  Hampton 
Roads,  with  less  than 
3S  feet,  low  tide. 


Aathorlty. 


§, 


h 


Isl 

"a  tf 

ts-a 


►I 
3 


Si 


Pi 

0  &  O 


Near  Fallings  Creek ... 

Kingsland'8  Reach 

Batch  Gap  Canal 

Aikin'a 

Above  Deep  Bottom,  i 

mile. 
Jones's  Neck,  lower  end 
Carle's  Keck,  lower  end 
Above  Bermuda  Han- 

dred. 

Harrison's  Bar 

Opposite    Cliiokahom- 

iny  River. 

Above  Swan  Point 

Hojr  Island  Bar 

Near  Skiff  Creek 

Point  of  Shoals 


Engineer  sarvey,  1874 

do 

Engineer  sarvey,  1876. 
Coast  sarvey,  1853  . . . 
do ■ 


.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


Coast  sarvey,  1875 . 
Coast  sarvey,  1874 . 


do 

Coast  sarvey,  1873 . 
do 

Coast  sarvey,  1852 . 


16i 
13 
14i 
15 
19 

15 

17i 
15 

14 
"t 

17 
15 
19 
19 


16.3 
17.6 
l&S 

8s.a 

18.2 

ao.7 

17.8 

16.7 
90.2 


0 

780 

120 

0 

0 

0 

0 

900 

700 
0 

0 

300 

0 

0 


S,000 

1,700 

600 

1,800 

0 

8,000 

800 

2,100 

.\700 
1,000 

3.900 

5,880 

0 

0 


4,800 
4,000 
625 
52.000 
1.400 

9,400 

600 

9,700 

6,600 
8.600 

5,300 
9,340 
9,000 
3,000 


6.500 
5,800 
650 
9,500 
9,100 

3,400 
1,300 
7,900 

6,100 
12,000 

16,000 
19,440 
12,000 
4,000 


I  mile. 


Smiles. 


11.1  m's. 


17.4  m'8. 


The  distances  from  Richmond  were  scaled  from  published  maps,  but  may  not  be 
very  accurate.  They  were  measured  via  Dutch  Gap  canal.  The  Coast-Survey  charts 
show  a  channel  to  the  north  of  White  Shoal  liKht-house,  with  at  leaat  25  feet  at  low- 
tide. 

aXTRYXYS. 

A  resnrvey  of'the  river  from  the  ship-lock  to  5^  miles  below  has  been  made,  and  also 
of  Kingsland's  reach.    The  soundings  on  the  latter  are  still  incomplete. 

It  is  proposed  also  to  resurvey  the  river  from  about  1  mile  above  to  4  miles  below 
the  Dutch  Gap  oanali  to  ascertain  what  changes,  if  any,  have  occurred  since  that  work 
was  opened. 

PBBSBMT  CONDmON  OF  THE  CHANNEL. 

At  mean  high  tide,  which  is  assumed  to  be  3^^  feet  above  the  zero  at  Rookett's  Reef, 
there  is  a  minimum  depth  in  the  channel  over  the  reef  of  14.2  feet ;  thence  to  the  sea 
there  is  a  minimum  depth  of  14i  feet. 

OBSBBVATIONS  ON  THE  TIDES. 

One  of  the  registering  tide-gauges,  which  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  was  at  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  wharf,  was  removed  to  Rockett's  in  October,  167G. 
The  other,  which  was  at  Dutch  Gap,  was  removed  to  Richmond  Bar  in  March,  1877. 
The  observations  taken  at  Rockett's  from  October  to  May,  inclusive,  except  those  for 
December  and  January,  (which  were  very  imperfect.)  Those  taken  at  Dutch  Gap  for 
October  and  November,  1876,  and  those  taken  on  Richmond  bar  in  April,  May,  and 
part  of  March,  are  given  below. 

Owing  to  a  misunderstanding  of  the  value  of  the  scale  of  reduction  on  the  ^ange 
used  at  i>utch  Gap,  the  results  for  that  station  published  in  the  last  report  are  incor- 
rect. A  connected  station,  now  given,  shows  that  the  observations  made  in  1874  by  Mr. 
Popp  agree  moro  closely  with  these  more  extended  observations  than^was  stated.  The 
mean  low  tide,  as  given  by  him,  is  0.161  lower  than  the  mean  of  observations  in  1875- 
^76,  and  0.33  lower  than  the  mean  of  October  and  November,  1876. 
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Station. 

Period  of  observa- 
tion. 

1 

Lnne-tidal 
interval. 

Duration. 

1 

1' 

fl 
II 

H 

High- 
tide. 

Low- 
tide. 

1 

i 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio 

Railroad  wharf. 

DatohGap 

DntchGap 

Beckett's  Reef 

Richmond  Bar...... 

September.  1875, 
to  June,  1876. 

September^  1875, 
to  June.  1876. 

Octol)er  and  No- 
Temlier,  1876. 

October  and  No- 
vember, 1876, 
and  March  to 
May,  1877. 

March  to  May, 
1877. 

9 
9 
2 

fi.m. 
17.10 

16.25 

h.m. 
24. 2S 

23.17 

5.07 
5.29 

Km. 
7.18 

6.56 

feet. 
3.49 

3.29 

3.72 

3.31 

3.S8 

•12.10 
5.35 

5.00 
t6.90 

16.95 

feet. 
-2.40 

-2.10 

—1.50 

:— 2.10 

—0.80 

feet. 
-0.14 

+0.23 

-H).40 

-1-0.16 

-fO.434 

17.13 
16.47 

24.29 
24.14 

5.02 
4.59 

7.23 
7.26 

•Freshet.    tAprillO,  1877.    J  October  17, 1876. 

Comparing  the  tidal  observations  at  Rockett's  and  Richmond  Bar  in  April  and'May, 
1877,  the  latter  being  2^  miles  below  the  former,  we  find : 

Rocket  t'g.    Richmond  Bar. 
Feet.  Feet. 

Mean  rise  and  fall  of  tide 3.079  3.310 

Mean  heij^bt  of  low  tide  above  zero 0.684  0.436 

Highest  high  tide 6.1)0  6.95 

Lowest  low  tide .' 0.80  0.80 

The  zero  at  Richmond  Bar  is  supposed  to  be  0.05  foot  below  that  at  Rockett's,  and, 
assuming  this  to  be  correct,  the  mean  fall  at  low  tide  for  these  months  was  0.^8  foot. 
The  tidal  range  at  Drury's  Landing,  7  mileii  below  Richmond,  was  by  the  survey  of 
1874  0.25  foot  greater  than  at  Rockett's.  The  contraction  by  the  wing-dams  at  the 
bar  may  have  raised  the  level  of  both  high  and  low  water.  The  fall  from  Rockett's  to 
Richmond  Bar  at  low  tide  in  1874  was  found  to  be  0.58  foot  at  a  point  about  one-fourth 
mile  farther  down  than  the  present  gauge.  The  high  tide  of  April  10,  1877,  is  the 
highest  observed  since  I  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  work  in  July,  1874,  and  I  believe 
for  a  much  longer  period.    It  was  caused  by  an  easterly  gale  on  the  coast. 

BSTIMATE  FOR  JAMES  RIVER  IMPROVEMENT,  1877— DEPTH   15   FEET  AT  LOW  TIDE,  AND 
WIDTH  OF  CHANNEL  180  FEKT. 

Richmond  dock  to  Rockett's  Reef: 

16,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  50  cents $8,000  00 

300  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $10 3,000  00 

^ {11,000  00 

Across  Rockett's  Reef : 
5,486  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $10 54,860  00 

Rockett's  Reef  to  lower  end  of  Drury's  Island : 

60,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  50  cents $30, 000  00 

1,680  linear  feet  timber  groins,  at  $1.75 2,940  00 

r- 32,940  00 

Channel  at  Goode's  Rock : 

1.600  cubic  yards  rock,  at  $9 $14,400  00 

2,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  $1,50 3,000  00 

17,400  00 

Across  Richmond  Bar  and  Randolph  Flats: 

40,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  25  cents $10,000  00 

3,000  linear  feet  timber  groins,  at  $1.75 5,250  00 

15,250  00 

Across  Warwick  Bar: 

20,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  25  cents $5, 000  00 

8,000  liuear  feet  timber  dikes,  at  $3.50 28,000  00 

53,000(0 

Kingsland's  Reach : 

13,000  cubic  yards  dredging.at  25  cents $3,250  00 

2iJ00  linear  feet  timber  dikes,  at  $3.50 7,700  00 

10,950  00 

19  E 
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Dntch  Gap  Cut-off: 

22,000  cubic  yards  excayatioUi  at  25  cents ^,  500  00 

10,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  50  ceuts 5,000  00 

^  $10,500  00 

Aikin's,  (from  coast  sarvey,  1852  :) 

48,000  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  25  ceuts $12,000  00 

3,000  linear  feet  timber  dike,  at  $4 12,000  00 

24,000  00 

Across  Harrison's  Bar,  (from  coast  survey,  1875:) 
Channel  200  feet  wide  by  16  feet  at  low  tide. 

12,800  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  40  cents 5, 120  00 

Contingencies,  20  per  cent 43,001  00 

Total 258,024  00 

The  change  in  the  width  and  depth  at  Harrison's  Bar  to  200  by  16  feet  at  low  tide  is 
suggested  on  account  of  its  importance  and  because  the  range  of  tide  is  from  0.5  to  0.8 
foot  less  than  at  points  above.  The  estimate  is  submitted  with  the  supposition  that 
the  prices  for  labor  and  materials  will  remain  as  at  present,  and  that  full  appropria- 
tions are  made  so  as  to  avoid  the  increase  in  expense  attending  intermittent  and 
incomplete  operations. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  letter  from  the  collector  of  this  port  has  been  received : 

Custom-House,  Richmond,  Va.,  June  6, 1877. 
Dear  Sir  :  Inclosed  I  furnish  a  tabular  statement  of  the  number  of  vessels,  ton- 
nage, and  export  transactions  at  this  port  for  one  year  from  June  1,  1876;  also  a 
statement  of  revenue  derived  from  imports. 

I  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  improvement,  and  it  will  afford  me  much 
pleasure  to  give  it  such  aid  as  is  within  my  power. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

Charles  S.  Mills, 

CollecUir, 
Mr.  H.  D.  Whitcomb, 

Assistant  Engineer, 


Vessels^ 

tonnage,  and 

sxporis  from  port  of  Richmond  for  year  ending  May  31, 1877. 

. 

i 

1 

1 

Yesaels. 

ti 

1 

& 

t 

i 

1 

1 

1 

a 

1 
5 

1 

1 

1 

E 
H 

1 

1 

i 

1 

^ 

1 

04 

s 
1 

^. 

H 

1 

136 

47, 575 

163,867  ,117, 34-1 

8,308 

1.442  |5,074  j  1,450 

71,033 

36,630 

740 

M 

• 

365  13, 910 

5,121 

Of  Iho  number  of  vessels,  two  of  them  rated  over  600  tons  each,  and  twenty-one 
over  500  tons  each. 

The  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  imports  for  the  year  ending  May  31, 1877,  was 
$21,880.87. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  P.  H.  Russell,  esq.,  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  Rich- 
mond district,  I  learn  that  the  collections  of  this  district  from  July  1  to  May  31,  inclu- 
sive, a  period  of  eleven  months,  amounted  to  $3,017,796.88. 

The  following  quotation  from  the  annual  report  of  R.  E.  Blankenship,  esq.,  chairman 
of  the  James  River  Improvement  Committee  of  Richmond,  dated  February  1  1877, 
will  show  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  amount  of  tonnage,  &.C.,  of  this  port  for  the 
years  eqjiling  December  31,  1875  and  1876. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  allude  to  the  great  benefits  of  this  improvement  to  the  city,  as 
that  is  conceded  and  applauded  by  all  classes  of  people ;  but  it  is  quite  proper  that  we 
should  bold  up  for  the  general  information  the  increase  in  number  and  size  of  vessels, 
and  we  regret  that  there  is  no  means  at  our  command  by  which  we  can  show  the  in- 
crease in  the  tonnage  of  the  port  for  the  year.    Fortunately  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
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Eailroad  CompaQj  ^ve  careful  attention  to  this  important  matter,  and  throagh  the 
courtesy  of  the  officers  we  are  enabled  to  state  exact  figures,  and  they  may,  to  a  fair 
extent,  be  nsad  as  a  basis  for  estimating  the  increase  of  tonnage  for  the  port. 

In  1875, 266  schooners,  4  barks,  1  brig,  entered  at  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  wharves,  carry- 
ing 102,217  tons  of  freight. 

In  1^6,  443  schooners,  29  barks,  1  brig,  entered,  carrying  154,617  tons  of  freight.  A 
clear  increase  in  one  year  of  64  per  cent  in  nnmber  of  vessels  and  54  per  cent,  in  ton- 
nage. The  business  at  these  wharves  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  the  receiver  assures  as 
that  he  expects  daring  1877  to  double  the  tonnage  of  last  year. 

The  officers  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  are^much  pleased  with 
their  prospects  for  tonnage,  and  unhesitatingly  attribute  their  success  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  James  River. 

The  Richmond  dock  has  no  account  of  the  tonnage  passing  its  gates.  «  «  «  We 
annex  a  statement  of  vessels  entering  the  lock : 

In  1875,  1,404  of  all  classes. 

In  1876, 1,715  of  all  classes. 
Showing  an  iucrease  of  22  per  cent,  in  the  year.    This  is  surprising  in  face  of  the  fact 
tliat  vessels  of  greater  draught  were  coming  up  to  Rockett's  wharves  all  during  1676 
than  could  cross  the  miter-sill  of  the  ship-lock. 

The  shipments  of  flour  and  tobacco  in  large  vessels  from  Rockett's  was  a  regular  basi- 
ness  during  1876,  and  the  good  effects  have  already  been  felt  in  that  almost  deserted 
part  of  our  port. 

At  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  wharves  many  cargoes  of  heavy  merchan- 
dise—coal  and  railroad-iron— have  been  discharged  between  vtssels  and  cars  and  the 
expense  of  transfer  through  the  streets  avoided. 

The  New  York  steamers  are  bringing  largely  Increased  cargoes,  and  making  their 
arrivals  and  departures  without  waiting  for  the  rise  of  the  tide.  Lightering  goods,  ex- 
cept for  vessels  drawing  over  14  feet,  is  about  abandoned  on  the  river.        •         «        • 

The  Richmond  Despatch,  January  1, 1877,  gives  the  harbor-mastei-'s  report  for  the 
previous  year,  stating  the  number  of  vessels  that  entered  at  Richmond  during  the  year , 
excluding  river  and  oyster  craft,  as  follows :  Barks  49,  brigs  53,  schooners  680;  number 
of  sail-vessels  782,  side-wheel  steamers  304,  propellers  268 ;  whole  number  of  steamers 
572;  whole  nnmber  of  arrivals  1,354.  Amount  of  tonnage  for  sail-vessels,  152,000  tons ; 
average  for  this  over  last  year,  20  per  cent.  Amount  of  tonnage  of  steamers,  500,000. 
an  increase  over  1875  of  10  per  cent. 

The  city  of  Richmond  has  in  furnishing  machinery  and  by  a  limited  appropriation 
aided  in  carrying  on  the  work  in  the  past  year. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 


Col.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Major  CorpB  Engineers,  U,  S,  A, 


H.  D.  Whitcomb, 
Assietani  Engineer, 


F5. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  APPOMAITOX  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1876,  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris  was  still  engaged,  under 
his  contract  of  December  31, 1875,  for  widening  the  Puddledock  Chan- 
nel. He  completed  his  work  on  the  last  day  of  August,  187G,  the  chan- 
nel being  left  with  a  width  of  about  100  feet  and  a  depth  permitting  ves- 
sels drawing  10^  feet  to  pass  with  ease.  This  new  cut  is  now  used  al- 
most entirely. 

A  new  appropriation  of  $30,000  was  made  by  the  act  of  August  14, 
1876,  of  which  $15,000  became  available  about  the  middle  of  September. 
Proposals  were  at  once  invited  for  raising  the  banks  of  the  Puddledock 
Channel  at  some  low  places  where  the  wat«r  in  freshets  threatened  to 
break  through  from  the  old  channel.  The  contract  was  awarded  Octo- 
ber 18, 1876,  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Beard,  the  lowest  bidder.  Work  was  begun 
in  November,  1876,  and  finished  in  June,  1877.  The  material  for  the 
banks  is  gravel  taken  from  the  adjacent  channel.    About  35,000  cubic 
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yards  have  been  used  for  that  purpose.    To  secure  the  bank,  willows 
have  been  planted.    A  small  quantity  of  rip-rap  stone  has  been  used. 

It  is  not  considered  that  the  Puddledock  Channel  needs  further  work 
at  present.  The  river  between  the  upper  end  of  that  channel  and  the 
city  of  Petersburg  now  needs  attention,  and  it  is  expected  to  expend 
there  before  the  close  of  1877  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  of 
August  14,  1876. 

Mr.  H.  D.  BirTl  has  continued,  as  heretofore,  the  resident  engineer  at 
Petersburg. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876, amount  available $7,613  17 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  lb76 30, 000  00 

37,613  17 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2*2, 042  08 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 15,571  09 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exiftting  project 83, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      50, 000  00 

Proposals  for  dredging  Jppoma'lox  River,  opened  at  1.05  o^cJoekp,  m.,  October  18, 1876. 


No. 

Name. 

Besidenoe. 

§.2 

t 

Time. 

Bemarks. 

ComiAence— 

Complete— 

1 

G.  n.  Ferris 

Brooklyn,  X.T... 
Brooklyn,  KY.... 
Albany,  N.Y 

Cents. 
37 
30 
31* 

Nov.    1,1876 
Nov.  1.'),  187fi 
Jun.     1, 1877 

Julv   1.1877 
June  30.  1877 
June  30, 1877 

9 

W.  H.B-ard 

Contract  awarded. 

3 

M.F.  Brainard 

report  of  mr.  h.  d.  bird,  assistant  engineer. 

Petersburg,  Virginia. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  thepro|?ress  made  in  this  improvement 
during  the  past  twelve  months. 

In  June,  July,  and  August,  1876,  Mr.  G.  H.  Ferris,  the  contractor,  was  engaged  in 
finishing  his  contract  for  widening  Puddledock  Chaunel  to  100  feet  (which  work  he  had 
commenced  in  January  of  that  year,)  and  dredged  out  38,177.50  cubic  yards.  This, 
added  to  the  number  of  yards  taken  out  previously,  made  112,537  yards,  the  whole 
number  dredged  in  widening  this  channel.  It  is  now  sufficiently  wide  to  accommo- 
date vessels  passing  each  other. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1876,  a  contract  was  made  with  W.  H.  Beard  for  making 
an  embankment  to  protect  two  low  places  on  the  north  shore  of  this  channel,  which 
were  liable  to  be  damaged  by  freshets.  The  work  was  commenced  on  the  15th  of  No- 
vember, and  up  to  this  date  he  had  filled  in  29,182.5  yards,  making,  with  the  first  three 
months^  work,  67,360  yards  done  in  the  fiscal  year. 

Ves«'el8  drawing  11  feet  water  can  now  reach  the  city. 

There  has  been  dredging  enough  done  on  the  river  to  accommodate  its  present  trade. 
But  it  is  very  necessary  to  continue  the  works  now  under  execution  of  protecting  the 
channels  which  have  been  dredged  out  from  injury  by  freshets.  The  embankment 
now  completing  in  Puddledock  will  secure  that  portion  of  the  improvement ;  bnt  there 
are  other  places  that  equally  need  securing.  Indeed,  the  amoiiut  of  damage  done  by 
a  single  freshet  in  the  winter  of  1874-'75  to  the  Petersburg  Channel,  admonishes  us 
that  the  work  of  protection  cannot  be  deferred  without  risk  of  further  injury  to  the 
improvement. 

As  directed  in  your  circular  of  March  22  last,  I  have  added  to  this  report  the  statis- 
tical information  in  regard  to  the  business  of  iPetorsburg,  called  for  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  to  enable  him  to  report  upon  the  value  of  this  improvement  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  do  this  the  more  readily,  as  our  river  is  a  short  one  and  apparently  a  mere 
local  work,  as  would  seem  from  the  present  amount  of  commerce  on  it.  But  this  is  no 
indication  of  the  real  amount  of  business  done  in  the  city.    The  statistics  given  below 
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snffioiently  prove  that  even  in  these  times  of  general  depression  of  business,  Peters- 
burg is  a  place  of  considerable  importance,  and  can  be  made  more  so  by  the  comple- 
tion of  our  river  improvement.  The  internal  revenue-tax  paid  the  Goveriimeut  aifords 
ample  proof  of  this.  You  will  find  among  the  statistics  given  that  the  collector  of  that 
revenue  says  the  amount  for  this  fiscal  year  will  be  $2,500,000.  And  you  will  see 
further  he  states  that  in  the  twelve  years  since  the  war  there  was  collected  at  this 
oflBce  fully  $24,000,000  of  internal  revenue. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  this  revenue  was  paid  in  a  city  of  20,000  inhabitants, 
which  had  just  emerged  from  a  ruinous  war,  and  had  been  materially  damaged  by  a 
ten  months'  siege,  whose  commerce  and  trade  had  to  be  built  up  again  from  the  foun- 
dations, and  whose  pro6i)erity  in  its  first  dawn  was  clouded  over  by  the  financial  storm 
of  1873,  which  fell  upon  this  city  with  greater  violence  than  elsewhere,  I  think  it  in- 
dicates a  vitality  in  the  spirit  of  the  people  and  a  strength  in  its  natural  position  for 
commerce  which  entitle  it  to  the  generons  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  order  fully  to  coojply  with  the  requisition  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  I  beg  leave  . 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  our  river  improvemeui,  to  show  not  only  its  value  to  our 
people,  but  the  interest  the  public  at  large  have  in  its  completion. 

Over  half  a  century'  ago  the  commerce  of  the  cicy  had  increased  so  much  that  the 
merchants  raised  a  company  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

The  work  was  commenced,  and  in  a  few  years  the  depth  of  water  was  nearly  doubled. 
This  gave  such  an  impulse  to  the  trade  of  the  city  that  the  improvement  would  un- 
doubtedly have  been  carried  on  to  completion  if  it  had  not  been  interrupted  by  the 
question  of  railroads,  which  then  began  to  attract  the  public  attention.  The  citizens 
of  Petersburg  were  the  first  to  take  a  practical  interest  iu  this  question.    Without 

Sausing  to  witness  its  eflfect  upon  larger  communities,  they  boldiy  projected  and  as 
oldly  commenced  the  construction  of  60  miles  of  railroad  to  North  Carolina,  and  it 
was  one  of  the  first  completed  in  the  United  States  for  the  purposes  of  general  trans- 
portation. They  also  built  a  railroad  to  City  Point,  with  the  expectation  that  it  would 
answer  better  than  the  improvement  of  the  river,  it  being  one  of  the  exaggerated  no- 
tions of  that  day  that  railroads  would  supersede  canals. 

But  it  was  not  loug  before  the  merchants  found  that  the  cost  of  maintaining  even  a 
short  railroad,  added  to  the  delay  of  transshipment,  was  too  great  a  burd<^n  on  their 
trade ;  and  Congress  having  at  that  time  commenced  improving  the  rivers  and  harbors 
of  the  country,  a  small  sum  was  appropriated  to  improve  the  James  and  Appomattox 
Rivers.    This  turned  attention  to  the  river  again. 

A  Government  engineer  was  sent  on  to  survey  and  lay  down  a  plan  of  improvement 
for  it,  and  the  work  was  soon  commenced.  But  unfortunately  for  the  interests  of 
Petersburg,  the  (southern  members  of  Congress  of  that  day  were  opposed  to  expending 
money  on  works  of  this  kind,  and  no  more  appropriations  were  made  for  our  river. 
The  Government  engineers  were  withdrawn,  but  the  city  council  took  up  the  work 
where  they  left  it,  and  continued  it ;  and  when  the  war  broke  out,  they  had  succeeded 
in  deepening  the  navigation  to  such  an  extent  that  vessels  drawing  9  feet  could  reach 
the  city. 

In  the  meaii  time  the  line  of  railroads  commencing  at  Petersburg  and  running  west 
to  Lyuchburg,  and  southwest  to  Memphis  and  New  Orleans,  had  been  completed,  and 
the  companies  owning  them  had  united  in  one  line  for  the  receipt  and  transport  of 
merchandise  'to  City  Point,  the  port  of  Petersburg,  and  thence  by  steamship  lines  to 
New  York  and  other  northern  cities.  This  through  line  worked  so  well  that  at  the 
time  hostilities  commenced  the  tonnage  carried  on  it  had  grown  to  great  importance 
and  was  increasing  every  day.  While  this  promising  business  was  going  on  the  city 
council  was  busily  prosecuting  the  work  on  the  river,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  in- 
terruption causea  by  the  war,  the  improvement  would  have  been  completed,  and 
Petersburg  years  ago  would  have  become  the  point  of  shipment  of  this  large  tonnage, 
and  her  citizens  would  now  be  reaping  the  reward  of  their  enterprise  and  expenditure 
in  opening  the  route  for  it.  Instead  of  that  they  behold  this  traffic,  now  grown  to 
gigantic  proportions,  carried  through  their  streets  and  along  their  wharves  to  go  80 
mnes  further  by  rail  to  Norfolk  for  shipment. 

How  this  was  accomplished  is  explained  in  a  few  words.  When  the  war  ended  the 
oitizens  of  Petersburg  found  themselves  impoverished  and  well-nigh  ruined  by  it; 
and  they  had  literally  to  commence  and  build  up  a  new  trade  again.  But  this  was  not 
the  worst  of  their  calamities.  They  found  their  railroad  with  its  depots  and  bridges 
burnt,  its  rails,  engines,  and  cars  worn  out,  and  the  company  owning  it  worse  off  than 
themselves,  without  funds,  without  credit,  and  without  friends  to  aid  it. 

While  the  citizens  were  busily  engaged  in  trying  to  recover  from  their  losses,  the 
railroad  fell  into  the  hands  of  capitalists  who  raised  the  means  to  rebuild  it.  This  was 
soon  done,  but  the  road  was  not  rebuilt  in  the  interests  of  Petersburgh.  The  persons 
who  obtained  control  of  it  found  it  to  their  interest  to  add  to  it  the  80  miles  of  rail- 
road to  Norfolk ;  and  thus  was  Petersburg  deprived  of  the  business  which  legitimately 
belonged  to  her,  and  for  which  she  had  toiled  and  spent  her  treasure  before  the  war. 

There  was  no  other  reason  for  this  procedure.    If  Norfolk  had  been  the  port  of  James 
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River,  if  any  of  this  tonnage  bad  been  shipped  that  way  before^  if  even  it  was  a  better 
port  than  the  port  of  Petersburg  (City  Point)  or  the  nearest  and  cheapest  point  of 
shipment)  there  might  have  been  6ome  justification  for  the  act.  Bnt  there  was  none. 
Up  to  the  war  the  through  tonnage  had  been  shipped  from  City  Point  as  cheaply  as 
freight  could  be  shipped  from  Norfolk,  and  by  the  same  line  of  steamships  which  now 
takes  it  from  Norfolk.  And  to  show  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  is  a  mere  arbitrary  ar- 
rangement of  the  parties  controlling  the  railroad,  I  will  state  further,  that  the  steam- 
ship company  which  then  took  the  freight  from  City  Point,  now  run  their  steamships 
empty  from  City  Point  to  Norfolk^  and  they  take  the  freight  there,  after  it  is  carried 
over  the  80  miles  of  railroad  between  Petersburg  and  Norfolk.  This  makes  this  case 
as  much  a  wrong  to  the  public  who  use  this  route  as  it  is  to  the  people  of  Petersburg, 
and  I  respectfully  suggest  an  Inquiry  into  it  by  the  power  competent  to  remedy  it. 

This  railroad  has  to  be  kept  up,  and  it  can  only  be  done  by  a  charge  on  the  through 
tonnage,  which  charge  comes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  merchants  of  the  North  and 
South  who  own  the  tonnage.  It  is  in  effect  a  tax  levied  upon  them  to  support  the 
railroad ;  and  perhaps  it  may  induce  them  or  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  ex- 
amine into  it,  to  see  how  much  money  can  be  saved  to  the  country  by  restoring  the 
tonnage  to  its  ancient  route. 

The  railroad  is  in  the  hands  of  receivers,  and  no  published  reports  are  made  at  pres- 
ent. But  I  have  in  my  hand  a  report  of  the  company  for  1872,  which  shows  that  the 
through  tonnage  of  that .  year,  carried  both  ways,  between  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  on 
the  railroad,  was  90,617  tons,  and  that  H  paid  for  transportation  over  the  road,  $J13,- 
131.18.  It  is  doubtless  much  greater  now,  as  the  tonnage  is  an  increasing  one.  Bnt 
surely  a  tax  of  over  |*200,000  a  year  on  the  country  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  that 
it  ought  to  be  abated. 

This,  it  is  believed,  can  be  effectually  done  by  the  completion  of  the  Appomattox 
River  improvement,  and  by  some  legislation  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  intercom- 
merce  of  the  States,  to  protect  them  from  abuses  of  this  kind. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  D.  Bird. 

Col.  Wm.  p.  Craioiiill, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers ,  U,  S.  A, 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PETERSBURG,  VA.,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1877.   . 

Population,  (by  last  census) 18,950 

Internal  revenue : 

Paid  the  General  Government  for  the  last  fiscal  year 12, 250, 000  00 

Paid  the  General  Government  during  the  twelve  years  since  the  war. ..  24, 000,000  00 

Yalnation  of  taxable  property : 

Real 16,000,000  00 

Personal 3,000,000  00 

9,000,000  00 

I'axes  paid : 

State $55,624  47 

City  195,000  00 

250,624  47 

Tonnage : 

River,  351  vessels 30,000 

Railroads : 

Atlantic,  Mississippi  and  Ohio.    (No  reports.) 

Petersburg  and  Weldon  Railroad 60,000 

Petersburg  and  Richmond 85,773 

Agricultural  products  sold  in  Petersburg,  value : 

31 ,000  bales  cotton $1,750,000  00 

11,931  hogsheads  tobacco 3,500,000  00 

Loose  tobacco 4,750,000  00 

250,000  bushels  wheat 450,000  00 
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300,000 bnshels  corn $180,000  00 

300,000  bushels  p€iiauts 240,000  00 

60,000  tons  samao 360,000  00 

Hay,  oats,  and  shacks 60,000  00 

JEgga, butter, &;o 50,000  00 

11.340,000  00 


Merobaudise  sold  in  Petersburg,  yalue : 

Groceries $3,750,000  00 

Dry-aroods 1,250,000  00 

Clothing 400,000  00 

Shoes 325,000  00 

Hats  and  caps 175,000  00 

Hardware,  stoves,  and  tinware 400,000  00 

Crockery  and  stoneware 100,000  00 

Hides  and  leather 60,000  00 

Books,  stationery,  and  mosical  instruments 90,000  00 

Fertilizers 125,000  00 

Lumber 220,000  00 

Coal  and  wood 160,000  00 

Miscellaneous 110,000  00 


7,185,000  00 


Manufactories,  value  of  products: 

Tcotton;  36,000  spools $730,000  00 

22tobacco.factocies 2,870,000  00 

5flour-mills 625,000  00 

5com-mills 100,000  00 

2  iron-works 175,000  00 

4  printing-offices 85,000  00 

Coach  and  wagon  factories,  4&e 250,000  00 

4,825,000  00 

Banking  and  insurance  companies: 

6  companies;  capital $1,470,000  00 

Private  bankers 500,000  00 

Deposito 950,000  00 

2,920,000  00 

City  property,  value : 

fiiver  improvement $200,000  00 

Wharves 20,000  00 

Water-works 125,000  00 

Public  school-houses 55,000  00 

8team  fire-«ngtnes 20,000  00 

Eailroad  stocks 550,000  00 


970,000  00 


ucrrxr  from  collector  of  internal  revenue. 

Unwed  States  Ixternai^Rbvenue  Collector's  Office, 
Second  District  Virginia, 

FeUrsburff,  June  6, 1877. 
Sir:  As  desired  I  give  below  wished-for  information. 

The  amount  of  internal  revenue  received  at  this  office  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
$962,591.09.  In  addition  to  this,  4,080,000  pounds  of  manufactured  tobacco  was  ex- 
ported from  this  city  to  various  parts  of  the  world,  representing  a  revenue-tax  of 
$1,123,200  if  paid. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  business  of  this  office,  I  can,  with  perfect  safety,  state 
that  the  amount  of  internal-revenue  taxes,  including  the  tax  represented  by  tobacco 
bonded  during  the  last  twelve  years,  at  fully  $^4,000,000,  an  average  of  $2,000,000  per 
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annnm.    The  amount  for  the  present  year  will  be  fully  $3^50,000,  as  the  revenue  de 
rived  from  the  business  of  this  city  is  steadily  increasing. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Richard, 
CoUecior. 
H.  D.  Bird, 

{7.  S.  Assistant  Engineer 


F  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER,  WEST  VIRGINIA. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1877,  five  contracts  were  in  force,  as  follows : 
with  D.  M.  and  O.  P.  Dull,  August  20, 1875,  for  building  lock  No.  5,  near 
Browustown ;  with  0.  McOafferty,  October  15, 1875,  for  building  lock 
No.  4,  near  Cabin  Creek  Shoal;  with  J.  H.  Shultz,  March  28,  1876,  for 
building  the  dam,  abutment,  pier,  and  floor  of  a  navigation-pass  adjoin- 
ing lock  No.  5 ;  with  Freeman,  Bichardson  &  Fraser,  May  1,  1877,  for 
a  dam,  abutment,  pier,  and  floor  of  a  navigation-pass  adjoining  lock 
No.  4 ;  with  W.  M.  Archer,  May  23,  1877,  for  the  iron  work  of  the  pass 
and  wier  of  dam  5. 

The  details  of  the  operations  of  the  fiscal  year  are  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  report  of  Lieut.  Thos.  Turtle,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who 
has  been  the  resident  engineer  in  immediate  supervision  of  the  work; 
The  working  season  of  1876  was  reduced  to  but  a  few  days,  compara- 
tively, owing  to  the  unusual  frequency  of  freshets,  which  prevented  such 
progress  with  the  operations  as  was  expected,  and  would  have  be^n  made 
if  the  condition  of  the  ^i^^r  had  permitted.  This  cause  of  delay  is,  of 
course,  beyond  control. 

Every  suitable  day  has  been  taken  advantage  of  for  laying  masonry 
in  the  foundations.  Much  material  has  been  prepared  and  is  in  read- 
iness for  introduction  into  the  structures.  It  is  certainly  expected  that 
a  good  showing  will  be  made  by  the  end  of  1877,  unless  there  should  be 
a  recurrence  of  the  freshets  \>hich  were  so  frequent  in  1876. 

An  appropriation  of  $270,000  was  made  by  act  of  August  14, 1876, 
of  which  $15,000  became  available  in. September,  1876,  $170,000  in  Jan- 
uary, 1877,  and  the  remaining  $85,000  in  March,  1877.  Additional  con- 
tracts were  entered  into  as  soon  thereafter  as  they  could  be  made. 
Negotiations  were  also  commenced  by  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  the  acquisition  of  sites  near  Paint  Creek,  where  are  to  be  located 
lock  and  dam  No.  3.    These  are  still  in  progress. 

While  the  works  for  the  permanent  improvement  by  locks  and  dams 
are  incomi»lete,  where  begun,  and  limited  in  extent  as  to  localities  occu- 
pied, owing  to  inadequate  appropriations,  there  are  points  not  affected 
by  such  permanent  works  which  require  a  small  expenditure  for  their 
temporary  amelioration.  Operations  of  this  character  have  been  con- 
sidered necessary  at  but  one  such  point  during  the  fiscal  year,  viz,  at 
Red  House  Shoal.  This  work  was  resumed  in  September  and  com- 
pleted in  November,  1876.  Reference  is  requested  to  the  accompanying 
report  of  Mr.  A.  M.  Scott  on  that  subject.  Mr.  Scott  has  also  been  con- 
stantly and  very  efficiently  engaged  on  the  works  of  permanent  improve- 
ment and  in  special  surveys  and  examinations,  which  have  been  and 
will  continue  to  be  from  time  to  time  necessary. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Hntton  has  continued  during  the  year,  by  constant  confer- 
ence, aid,  and  advice,  to  give  ine  the  benefit  of  his  extensive  profes- 
sional knowledge  and  experience. 
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A  series  of  connected  observations  have  been  made  at  several  points 
on  the  !New  River,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  the  effect  of  freshets  in  the  New  River  upon  the  regimen 
of  the  Kanawha.  Some  observations  have  also  been  made  on  the  Elk 
River  with  a  similar  object. 

The  appropriations  have  been :  March  3, 1873,  $25,000 :  June  23, 1874, 
$25,000.  Expended  in  the  temporary  improvement,  March  3,  1875, 
$300,000;  August  14, 1876,  $270,000.  The  total  of  the  estimate  for  the 
permanent  improvement  was  $4,153,000,  but  it  is  believed  the  work  can 
be  done  for  considerably  less,  as  the  estimate  was  full  and  the  contracts 
thus  far  have  under-run  the  estimates. 

To  show  the  commercial  importance  of  the  improvement  of  the  Great 
Kanawha  River,  extracts  have  been  freely  made  from  a  volume  prepared 
by  Professors  M.  F.  Maury  and  W.  M.  Fontaine,  entitled  "  Resources 
of  West  Virginia. '^ 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1676,  amount  available $271,460  49 

Auionut  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876....    270, 000  00 

$541, 460  49 

July  1, 1877,  amouDt  expended  during  fiscal  year 93, 875  85 

Julyl,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 25,266  47 

119, 142  32 

Julyl,  1977,  amount  available 422,318  17 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $3, 582, 000  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .       500, 000  00 

PrapoaaU  for  ttoo  sets  of  culvert  pipes  and  gates  for  locks  on  the  Great  Kanawha  Riveff 
West  Virginiaf  opened  at  12.05  p.  m.,  August  16, 1876. 


No. 

Name. 

Besidence. 

Price  for  each  sot  de- 
livered complete. 

Bemarks. 

1 

0.  A  &  W.T.Thayer. 
Pooled  Hunt 

H.  A.Kamsay  &Co.. 
AU  rejected. 

Charleston,  W.  Va 
Baltimore,  Md.... 

BalUmore,Md.... 

16.360  for  both  sets  at  lock 

3 

Will  deliver  them  on 
oars  at  Coalbnrgh  or 
Brownstown  Station, 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Baiboad,  for  $5.50  ex- 
tra. 

$1, 947  80 

sitp;  to   deliver  within  60 
days  from  date  of  contract. 
To  be  delivered  in  cars  at  Hal- 
timore;  $5/200  for  both  sets 
in  4  weeks;  $4,H)0  for  both 
sets  in  7  weeka. 

To  be   delivered  within   18 
weeks  of  date  of  contract, 
at  lock  site. 
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ProposaUfor  the  iron-work  of  a  movable  dam  on  the  Great  Kanawha  River.    Bide  opened  at 

12.5jp.  TO.  Jfoy  16,  1877. 


No, 


Name. 


Beaidence. 


Price. 


H.  A.  Ramsay 

A.  Hartapee 

Wilcox,  Shinkle  Sc  Miller 

Lace  Sc  Bodley  Coftipany 

J.  ft  Anderson 

A.  6.  Moore 

Cooper  MaDafaotoring  CompaDy 

W.BoUmaa 

J.  W.  Jones 

William  M.  Archer* 


Baltimore 

Pfttsbarg,  Pa 

Pittsburg,  Pa 

Cinoionati 

Richmond 

Cincinnati 

Mount  Vernon,  Ohio 

Baltimore    

Philadelphia 

Richmond 


181,000 
14.850 
18, 970 
86,578 
17,900 
86,890 
83,449 
84. 494 
19,  500 
13, 610 


*  Contract  awarded. 


RKPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  THOMAS  TURTLE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

U.  S.  Improvement  Great  Kanawha  River, 

Charleston,  Kanawha  County,  W.  Va.,  June  18, 1877. 
Major  :  According  to  instractions,  I  aiibiuit  the  annnal  report  of  progress  in  the  im- 
provemeut  of  the  Great  Kanawha  River  for  the  year  ending  Jane,  1877. 

Mr.  A.  M.  Scott  was  in  immediate  charge  of  the  work  from  June  30, 1876,  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fiscal  year,  till  my  arrival,  under  order  from  headquarters  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, on  August  29, 1876. 

LOCK  NO.  4. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  the  contractors  were  engaged  in  quarrying 
stone,  stripping  quarries,  breaking  concrete  stone,  and  dredging  on  the  lock-site  pre- 
paratory to  placing  the  coffer-dam.  It  was  found  that  among  the  material  to  be 
removed  from  the  lock-site  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  logs  and  stamps  of  large 
size.    No  indications  of  these  were  seen  till  the  dredge  discovered  them. 

The  framing  of  the  coffer-dam  began  on  Jane  26,  1876,  and  the  placing  of  it  upon 
the  site  commenced  July  26.  Plan  and  sections  of  this  coffer-dam  are  inclosed,  (sheet 
No.l.) 

Besides  the  puddling  in  the  dam,  it  was  embanked  upon  the  outside.  August  14  the 
work  of  placing  the  coffer-dam  was  suspended  by  a  rise  in  the  river,  but  was  resumed 
on  the  15th.  The  planking  of  three  sections  was  displaced  by  the  freshet.  On  Augast 
21  the  coffer-dam  burst  open  at  the  up-stream  outer  corner  by  the  pressure  of  the  pud- 
dling thrown  into  it.  An  angle-shaped  crib-work  was  then  put  in,  embracing,  {>rotect- 
ing,  and  supporting  the  upper  and  outer  sides  of  this  corner.  This  crib-work  is  eight 
feet  wide,  and  extends  to  a  little  above  the  top  timber  or  stringer  of  the  coffer-dam. 

This  crib  was  commence  on  August  23,  and  completed  on  August  29,  on  which  day 
the  dredge  finished  its  work. 

Work  on  the  coffer-dam  was  again  suspended  on  September  11,  by  a  rise  in  the  river 
The  placing  of  the  coffer  had  at  this  time  reached  the  lower  end,  and,  returning,  the 
lower  corner  and  about  half-way  to  the  bank.  When  the  water  subsided,  it  was  tound 
that  this  returned  portion  had  been  thrown  down  stream,  and  its  movement  had 
swung  the  lower  end  on  river  side,  outward  from  the  corner  to  the  third  joint  of 
stringer,  up  stream.  To  remove  the  debris  and  filling  the  dredge  was  again  employed, 
and  coinmduc'r'd  work  on  the  1st  of  October.  Nearly  three  weeks  were  lost  by  this 
rise.  The  placing  of  the  coffer  was  completed  on  October  11,  and  by  working  night 
and  day  the  filling  progressed  so  that  pumping  began  on  the  14th.  The  pumping  was 
done  by  a  horizontal  eentrif  n^al  pump,  working  at  the  bottom  of  the  excavation,  and 
run  by  a  14-horse-power  engine,  which,  with  its  boiler,  was  placed  on  a  flat  moored 
alongside  the  coffer-dam.  The  water  was  well  out  on  October  20.  The  capacity  of  the 
pump  permits  the  coffer  to  be  emptied  in  much  less  time  than  here  shown,  but  some 
mishaps  and  delays,  together  with  the  desire  to  lower  the  water  slowly  in  the  first 
pumping,  prevented  quicker  work.  Excavation  by  hand  in  the  lock-pit  commenced 
October  19.  The  water  being  out,  it  was  found  that  the  dredge  had  not  removed  all 
the  material  to  rock,  as  was  supposed,  but  that  a  layer  of  bowlders  and  cemented  gravel, 
unevenly  distributed,  overlaid  the  rock.  The  coffer-dam,  therefore,  rested  upon  this 
layer,  and  not  upon  the  bed-rock,  as  was  intended.  On  October  23  the  coffer  gave 
way  at  the  lower  end,  from,  neglect  to  properly  brace  it,  and  moved  inward  2i  feet  on 
top,  suspending  the  excavation.  It  was  braced  on  the  inside,  and  banked  on  the  out- 
side with  clay.  The  leaks  were  all  checked  by  next  day,  and  excavation  was  resumed. 
As  soon  as  the  water  was  well  out  a  ramp  of  trestles  and  planking  was  constructed  at 
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the  lower  end  of  the  Iock-pit|  so  that  the  excavated  material  could  be  taken  out  ia 
carts. 

When  the  bed-rock  was  reached  it  was  fonnd  to  be  exceedingly  uneven.  The  rock- 
borings  made  in  the  survey  of  the  site  indicated  a  pretty  level  bottom,  but  it  was 
worn  ioto  numerous  gullies  and  pot-holes,  showing  that  at  one  time  it  formed  the  im- 
mediate bottom  of  the  river.  •  The  rock  consists  of  a  bine  sandstone,  remarkably  free 
from  seams ;  in  fact,  no  leakage  whatever  appeared  through  it.  In  consequence,  the 
concrete,  to  be  overlaid  with  timber  and  plank  for  the  bottom  of  the  lock,  was  aban- 
doned in  the  portion  between  the  head  and  tail  walls. 

The  first  stone  was  laid  on  November  5,  and  the  placing  of  conprete  commenced  on 
the  13fh.  The  laying  of  masonry  and  the  excavation  of  the  lock-pit  was  carried  on 
until  November  21,  when  a  rise  in  the  river  broke  in  the  side  of  the  coffer-dam  and 
suspended  work  in  the  pit.  This  break  occurred  because  the  contractors  had  not 
taken  precaution  to  properly  brace  the  inside  of  the  dam,  as  they  had  been  requested 
to  do.  The  sluice  had  been  opened  1  hour  and  35  minutes  before  the  break  occurred — 
too  little  time  to  fill  the  coffer. 

When  the  dam  gave  way  the  river  was  5.3  feet  above  low-water,  and  rising  at  the 
rate  of  one-tenth  of  a  foot  in  13  minutes.  The  break  was  repaired.  Repairs  were 
completed  on  December  16,  the  coffer-dam  was  braced  by  December  20,  and  three 
other  sluices  were  put  in.  All  work  other  than  stripping  quarries  of  stone  was  now 
suspended,  as  cold  weather  had  set  in. 

From  the  close  of  the  season  of  1876  to  February  10  operations  were  confined  to 
stripping  quarries  and  the  quarrying  and  cutting  of  stone,  as  weather  permitted.  The 
river  was  closed  by  ice  on  January  2.  The  ice  was  broken  up  by  a  rise  on  January  12, 
and  passed  out  without  damage.  On  February  10  pumping  was  resumed,  and  the  lay- 
ing of  masonry  began  again  on  the  15th.  From  this  time  till  March  9  work  went  on 
rapidly,  but  a  rise  on  that  day  suspended  construction.  The  coffer  was  again  pumped 
out,  so  that  the  laying  of  masonry,  placing  of  timber,  and  excavation  commenced  on 
the  26th  of  March.  'A  rise  filled  the  coffer-dam  in  the  afternoon. 

From  this  time  till  May  23  six  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  pump  out. 
Finally,  pumping  was  resumed  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  the  laying  of  masonry  was 
started  on  the  28th,  and  no  interruption  has  ensued  to  the  close  of  the  report,  (Jane 
16, 1877.) 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  progress  upon  the  construction  of  this  lock :  The 
average  height  of  foundation  (from  rook  to  level  of  miter-sill)  is  about  5  feet  8  inches. 
The  work  is  complete  to  the  miter-sill,  except  as  follows :  about  one-third  of  the  paving 
and  17  running  feet  of  the  cross-sills  below  the  upper  miter-sill;  10  running  feet  of 
wall  under  cross-sills  above  lower  miter-sills,  and  these  cross-sills  concrete  above  and 
below  the  lower  miter-sills;  paving  round  lower  miter-sills;  27  running  feet  of  the 
cross-sills  at  lower  end  of  lock;  the  timber  and  plank  flooring  in  the  tail  of  the 
lock  ;  and  14  running  feet  of  upper  wing-wall. 

The  superstructure  is  built  as  follows: 

Upper  wing^  26  feet  in  length  at  the  bottom,  stepping  back  to  16  feet  in  length  at  the 
top  to  reference  (6'.5).  [The  top  of  miter-sill  being  at  reference  (O'.O).]  This  wing  is 
to  be  40  feet  long. 

Loiver  wing^  (60  feet  long,)  to  reference  (3'.66)  for  full  length,  and  to  reference  (7'.0) 
for  20  feet  in  length. 

Land  wall,  to  reference  (4'.0)  for  200  feet  in  length,  to  reference  (6'.5)  from  head  to 
outlet  of  flume,  except  one  quoin-stone. 

River  wallf  chamber  ndcy  to  reference  (4'.0)  for  200  feet,  and  to  reference  (6'.5)  to  out- 
let of  flume. 

Hirer  wally  river  side,  to  reference  (2'.F3)  for  70  feet  from  head,  to  reference  (4'.60)  for 
43  feet,  and  to  reference  (6' .5)  for  12  feet. 

DAM  NO.  4. 

The  bids  for  this  dam  were  opened  on  April  5, 1877,  and  on  May  1  the  contract  was 
awarded  to  the  firm  of  Freeman,  Richardson  &  Fraser,  of  Watertowo,  Jefferson 
County,  New  York. 

They  arrived  in  Obarleston  on  May  11,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  the  execution  of  the  work.  At  the  close  of  this  report  (June  16,  1877)  they 
have  buildings  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  employes,  for  office  and  black- 
smith's shop.  They  have  leased  the  land  between  the  site  and  the  railroad -track ; 
made  arrangements  about  quarries ;  commenced  the  stripping  of  the  same ;  and  have 
made  arrangements  with  the  railroad  company  to  have  a  track  and  trausportation 
from  the  quarries  to  the  site.  The  grading  of  this  track  is  complete.  Timber  for  the 
first  coffer-dam  is  in  preparation. 

This  coffer-dam  will  include  the  space  for  the  pier  and  about  120  running  feet  of 
pass.  Excavation  at  the  abutment  site  is  begun.  It  is  iuteuded  at  this  locality  to  dis- 
pense with  a  framed  coffer-dam«  as  was  done  at  the  abutment  of  No.  5. 
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LOCK  NO.  5. 

At  tho  time  the  annaal  report  was  made  op  for  last  year,  (Jane  22, 1876,)  work  was 
suspended  in  the  lock-pit  on  account  of  a  rise  in  the  river  and  a  break  in  the  coffer- 
dam. This  break  occurred  near  the  up-stream  outer  corner,  and  was  repaired  by 
placing  au  auxiliary  coffer-dam  on  the  outside  of  the  break,  and  banking  outside  of 
that.     A  sketch  (Fig.  1}  showing  cross-section  of  this  coffer-dam  is  appended. 

Fig.  1. 

11' 2" 


-m 


i'^ 


^ 


Rwl  1"  ronnd  iron. 


W 


Bods  7|  foet  apait  in  plan.     ^ 


1"  round  iron. 


1"  ronnd  iron. 


cxtr 


^ 


6" 


X8'' 


Scale  1"  =  y 

The  repairs  commenced  on  June  27,  and  were  not  suflBciently  advanced  till  July  6  to 
permit  pumping  to  begin.  On  July  15  excavation  was  begun  in  the  lock-pit,  but  the 
coffer  commenced  leaking  badly  on  the  17th,  and  about  75  feet  of  it  gave  way  on  the 
18th.  This  break  occurred  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  method  of  repair  was  the  same 
as  before.  Repairs  were  not  commenced  before  the  20th,  and  pumping  not  till  7  p.  m. 
on  the  25th.  Both  these  breaks  w«re  due  to  carelessness  in  the  construction  of  the 
coffer-dam.  The  contractors  were  trying  to  get  along  cheaply,  but  found  it  expensive 
bfcf  )re  they  got  through. 

For  instance,  on  August  2  they  had  18  men  excavating  in  the  lock-pit,  and  22  men 
repairing  leaks ;  notwithstanding  which  the  dam  sprung  a  leak  on  that  day,and  had  to 
be  filled.  Pumping  was  resumed  at  10  p.  m.  next  day,  but  the  dam  was  again  filled  at 
midnight  on  August  5,  on  account  of  a  rise  in  the  liver  and  aleak  in  the  coffer,  princi- 
pally for  the  latter  reason,  as  the  rise  was  too  insignificant  t-o  do  any  harm,  had  the 
coffer  been  built  with  eare.  Pumping  was  resumed  in  the  morning  and  excavation  on 
tho  9th.  Work  in  lock-pit  was  suspended  August  14  by  a  rise  in  the  river.  Pumping 
was  resumed  on  August  24  and  excavation  on  the  28th. 

From  an  examination  made  on  Sejit'Cmber  8,  when  the  rock  was  in  good  part  laid 
bare  at  the  upper  end  of  the  lock-pit,  it  was  determined  to  omit  the  concrete,  timber, 
and  plank  within  the  lock-chamber  below  head-walls  and  above  the  tail-walls.  The 
bed-rock  at  the  upper  end  was  very  slightly  scaly  on  top,  and  no  seams  appeared  which 
developed  any  leaks. 

The  rock  was  uncovered  at  the  time  of  this  examination  for  about  125  feet  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  lock.  Below  this  several  leaks  were  uncovered,  but  discharging  out- 
side the  limits  of  that  portion  of  the  lock  chamber  where  the  concrete,  &c.,  was  omit- 
ted. 

The  laying  of  the  foundation  was  begun  on  September  8.  A  rise  occurred  on  Sep- 
tember 11,  and  high  water  prevented  work  in  lock- pit  till  October  6.    Stone  masonry 
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was  resumed  on  the  9th,  and  the  laying  of  concrete  was  commenced  on  the  12th.    Work 
was  suspended  in  lock-pit  on  November  21  by  a  rise  in  the  river. 

An  attempt  was  made  on  the  26th  to  pump  out  and  resume  operations,  but  a  heavy 
snow-storm  on  the  30th  prevented,  and  the  weather  becoming  cold  all  work  for  the  sea- 
son ended  on  December  5. 

From  December  5, 1876,  to  January  2?,  1877,  no  work  was  performed  at  this  lock. 

The  break-up  of  ice  on  January  12  did  no  damage  except  breaking  braces  and  guy- 
lines  and  letting  down  the  derricks.  On  January  22d  work  was  resumed  in  the  quar- 
ries, and  the  pumping  of  the  coffer  dam  began  on  February  21,  and  the  laying  of  masonry 
on  the  27th. 

The  rise  on  the  night  of  March  9  caused  the  filling  of  the  coffer  and  the  suspension  of 
work  of  construction. 

Pumping  was  resumed  on  May  19,  but  was  suspended  on  the  2lst  by  a  rise.  It  was  . 
again  resumed  on  the  25th  and  masonry  was  laid  on  the  28th.  A  rise  on  June  12  caused 
the  filling  of  the  coffer.  The  water  receding  at  once  permitted  the  resumption  of 
pumping  next  day.  Masonry  was  laid  on  the  15th,  ]6tb,  and  17th.  On  the  eve  of  the 
latter  day  the  coffer-dam  was  again  filled  on  account  of  a  rise.  With  this  time  this 
report  closes. 

The  progress  made  in  construction  is  as  follows: 

Land  wall.  Foundation  laid  except  about  30  feet  of  first  course  and  about  40  feet  of 
second  and  third  courses. 

Upper  tring-tcally  built  to  6  feet  above  miter-sill  for  55  feet  in  length  ;  superstructure 
of  land-wall  to  reference  (2'.0)  for  about  100  feet,  and  to  reference  (6'.0)  for  50  feet  from 
head.    [Level  of  miter-sill  is  reference  (O'.O),  from  mit«r-sill  to  rock  about  3^  to  4  feet.] 

Upper  gate-chamber.  [From  cross-sills  at  head  of  look  to  include  cross-silU  below 
miter-sill]  is  completed  to  tbe  level  of  the  miter-sill. 

Lower  gate-chamber.  [From  cross-sills  above  miter-sill  to  tail  of  lock  |  has  the  upper 
and  lower  sills,  the  pivot-stones,  and  miter-stone  of  miter-sill  set,  requiring  concrete, 
most  of  miter-sill  and  the  timber  and  plank  flooring  to  complete. 

River  wall.  Foundation  requires  about  50  feet  of  second  course  and  about  100  feet  of 
third  course  to  complete ;  superstructure  is  built  to  reference  (6'.0)  throughout  head- 
wall  and  to  reference  (2^0)  for  about  50  feet  farther. 

DAM  NO.  5. 

When  the  last  annual  report  was  rendered  the  excavation  for  the  abutment  had  been 
commenced  and  a  tram-road  had  been  graded  to  the  quarry,  and  the  iron  nearly  laid. 

The  excavation  for  this  abutment  and  the  laying  of  the  masonry  was  performed 
without  a  framed  coffer,  instead  of  which  some  of  the  material  excavated  was  thrown 
on  the  river  side  to  form  an  embankment  against  the  water.  A  comparison  with  the 
experience  at  the  lock  (No.  5)  shows  that  this  method  of  embanking  worked  very  well, 
the  area  of  excavation  being  small  and  near  the  bank. 

The  excavation  was  suspended  on  August  1  by  a  rise  in  the  river.  ' 

A  slide  occurred  from  the  bank  on  the  3d,  which  filled  the  excavation  made. 

On  this  latter  date  excavation  was  resumed,  but  w.is  again  suspended  by  the  rise  of 
August  12.  On  the  22d  it  was  again  resumed.  Again  suspended  by  a  rise  on  Sep  tern-  * 
ber  9.  Again  resumed  on  October  5.  Masonry  was  commenced  on  October  10.  The 
rise  of  November  21  suspended  work  upon  masonry,  which,  with  the  exception  of  some 
work  on  the  28th  and  29th,  ended  masonry-work  for  tbe  season.  At  that  time  the 
seventh  course  above  the  foundation  (reference  -f  14'.0)  had  been  commenced,  the 
puldlmg  and  filling  back  of  the  abutment  had  been  can*ied  up  to  reference  (4-10'.0)  , 
and  a  spur  of  the  dam  38  feet  in  length  was  built  to  the  reference  (-f-4'.O). 

The  placing  of  protection  and  guy-cribs  for  tbe  coffer-dam  of  the  central  pier  was 
commenced  on  July  20,  and  dredging  for  the  same  on  September  1.  The  work  upon 
this  coffer-dam  has  been  provokingly  slow.  At  the  close  of  the  season  of  1876  it  had 
only  been  placed  and  filled  to  about  3  feet  above  low  water.  Plans  and  sections  of 
this  coffer-dam  are  appended,  (sheet  No.  3.) 

Work  in  quarries  was  resumed  on  January  18.  On  January  25,  as  the  water  was 
receding  after  a  rise  of  23  feet,  a  slide  of  considerable  extent  occurred  from  the  bank 
at  the  abutment  excavation.  A  slide  similar  to  this  occurred  after  the  rise  in  August, 
1876.  Sheet  No.  4  herewith  shows  the  original  section  of  the  bank,  together  with  the 
sections  of  the  bank  both  before  and  after  these  slides.  The  slides  were  due  to  the  in- 
stability of  the  lower  strata,  the  equilibrinm  of  which  was  destroyed  by  the  removal 
of  the  material  at  tbe  foot  of  the  slope.  It  was  found  that,  when  the  dam  was  bnilt, 
the  rush  of  water  below  the  weir  would  wash  out  the  gravel  supporting  these  strata 
for  some  distance  down  stream,  and  thereby  cause  slides  dangerous  to  the  work. 

To  provide  against  this,  it  was  decided  to  construct  a  crib- work  down  stream  from 
the  abutment,  resting  upon  the  rock,  the  crib-work  to  be  within  the  lino  of  the  abut- 
mont-face.  The  length  of  this  crib,  for  tbe  time,  is  limited  to  150  feet,  to  await  ex- 
perience as  to  whether  it  be  sufficient  or  not. 

The  crib  has  a  width  of  10  feet  and  a  height  of  about  9  f^et. 
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The  removal  of  tbe  earth  from  the  partially-con stmc ted  abutment  commenced  on 
February  15,  and  masonry  was  resamed  on  the  28th,  and  completed  to  the  coping  on 
March  23. 

The  coping  was  set  complete  on  April  28.  The  filling  and  puddling  behind  the  abut- 
ment was  carried  up  with  the  masonry.  The  filling  above  the  abutment  and  the 
grading  of  the  bank  began  on  April  5,  and  is  aow  in  progress. 

The  dredging  for  the  crib- work  below  the  abutment  began  on  May  23,  and  finished 
June  9.  The  placing  of  the  crib  was  commenced  on  June  13,  and  on  June  16  (the  date 
this  report  closes)  was  in  progress. 

The  work  on  the  coffer-dam  for  the  pier  has  been  carried  on  at  intervals. 

Pumping  was  attempted  on  June  7,  but  had  to  be  suspended,  owing  to  a  leak  in  the 
coffer,  which  necessitated  further  banking  on  the  outside.  The  stage  of  water  Since 
has  prevented  the  resumption  of  pumping. 

SURVEYS,  KTC. 

The  survey  in  progress  last  year  from  the  head  of  Lyken's  Shoal  to  Cabin  Creek, 
connecting  with  last  year's  Hue,  was  completed.  A  survey  was  then  begun  at  Ben 
Franklin  Furnace,  9,420  feet  below  site  No.  5,  and  continued  to  the  foot  or  Elk  Shoal. 

A  map  was  begun,  on  a  scale  of  1  inch  to  200  feet,  of  the  river  from  the  head  of 
Lyken's  Shoal  to  Da  vice's  Creek,  nearly  4^  miles  below  Charleston.  This  map,  which 
includes  about  33  miles  of  the  river,  is  now  entirely  plotted  in  pencil,  the  portion  from 
Ben  Franklin  Furnace  to  the  foot  of  Elk  Shoal  being  complete. 

A  series  of  observations  for  tbe  discharge  of  the  Kanawha  above  Elk,  and  of  the 
Elk,  were  made  on  January  16,  when  the  Charleston  gauge  was  reading  about  35  feet. 
These  observations  have  not  yet  been  reduced. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Turtlk, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 

Maj.  W.  P.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A, 


REPORT  OF  MR.  A.  M.  SCOTT,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

U.  S.  Improvement  op  Great  Kanawha  River, 

Charleston f  Kanawha  Co.,  West  Va.,  December  27,  1876. 

Colonel:  By  direction  of  Lieutenant  Turtle,  the  following  report  of  operations  at 
Red-House  Shoal,  during  the  working  seasDU  of  1876,  is  respectfully  submitted : 

The  work  was  resumed  September  14,  and  completed  on  the  29th  of  November,  sub- 
stantially according  to  the  plan  approved  by  your  letter  to  me  dated  July  5, 1876. 

The  improvement  of  the  chute  at  this  place  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1875,  and  con- 
sisted principally  in  raising  and  extending  the  left  side-wall,  beginning  near  the  head 
of  the  shoal.  Seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  of  the  wall  was  built  in  1875.  This 
season  it  has  been  carried  down  635  feet  farther;  300  feet  being  built  of  stone  quarried 
near  the  work,  and  the  remainder  of  material  dredged  from  the  channel  and  ^*  banked" 
on  line  of  the  wall.  The  stone-wall  was  built  to  correspond  with  last  year's  work  ; 
being  made  8  feet  wide  on  top,  with  front  and  back  slopes  of  ^  to  1  and  2  to  1,  respect- 
ively, and  carried  up  6  feet  aoove  low-water  mark.  On  the  chute  side,  the  stone  Avas 
roughly  hammer-dressed,  and  laid  in  offsets. 

Tbe  top  was  well  secured  with  large  flat  stone. 

The  dredging  done  below  this,  besides  serving  to  lengthen  the  side-wall  nearly  400 
feet,  made  quite  an  improvement  by  widening  aud  straight>ening  the  channel  at  the 
foot  of  the  shoal,  the  material  being  taken  from  a  heavy  gravel  and  bowlder  bar  that 
extended  into  the  chute  from  50  to  75  feet  past  the  line  of  the  new  wall. 

The  dredging  was  done  by  the  Kanawha  Board,  the  Government  furnishing  hands  to 
grade  and  shape  the  material  to  conform  to  the  wall. 

To  build  the  stone-wall,  about  630  cubic  yards  of  stone,  quarried  on  the  right  bank 
near  the  foot  of  the  shoal,  was  used.  The  work  was  done  by  hired  labor,  at  a  total  cost 
to  the  United  States  of  81,103.22. 

The  object  of  the  wall,  as  stated  in  your  last  annual  report,  was  to  overcome  a  bad 
side-current,  which  was  apt  to  draw  tows  out  of  the  channel  against  the  old  chute- wall 
or  on  the  bar  below.  Several  quite  serious  accidents  occurred  from  this  cause  before 
the  partial  improvement  was  made  in  1875.  It  is  thought  there  will  be'  no  more  trouble 
on  this  account.  Several  tow-boatmen  who  have  taken  out  flats  since  the  wall  was 
finished  have  expressed  themselves  well  pleased  with  the  improvement. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Scott, 
Civil  Assistant, 

Col.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  U,  S,  A, 
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STATISTICS  AS  TO  THE  COMMERCIAL  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  IMPROVE- 
IVIENT  OF  THE   GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER,  WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Statement  of  iheprindpal  itewM  of  farm-prodiicej  according  to  the  census  of  1&70. 


jDoimties. 


Acres  of  land. 


p 

a 


noimproved. 


s 


ar3 
•I 

63 


Fayette  ... 
Greenbrier 
Kanawha  . 
Haaon  .... 
Monroe  ... 
Nicholas  . . 
Pntaam  ... 
Raleigh  ... 


No. 

No. 

36,410 

5.  658 

95,099 

170,  74S 

59,459 

164,  59ti 

67, 010 

86,4-26 

104, 760 

164,630 

24. 455 

1*1, 1„»0 

36,044 

74,  695 

SO.  960 

148,  413 

No. 
20-2, 375 
29,  740 

7,29t? 


3,429 

36,  146 

4,644 


liJi 


DoUs. 
393, 195 
690, 154 
774,  5rt2 
654,570 
500. 143 
315,854 
3A  13'^ 
147,  916 


.a 


Bush. 
13, 304 
50.214 
45, 51a? 
115,200 
52,817 
10,242 

3;»,  nno 

7,509 


4$ 


Bush. 

3,003 

7,734 

728 

598 

11.320 

1. 331 

1.310 

1,660 


I 


Bush. 
123. 220 
181.381 
406,  826 
456.  990 
170, 721 
104, 300 
32, 126 
73,657 


Buah. 
41,991 
92, 2«>5 
96,  268 
43. 464 
59.062 
38.  365 
49.879 
16,278 


Buih. 

1,566 

1,511 

144 

50 

3,054 

403 

210 


Coanties. 


Fayette  — 
Greenbrier. 
Kanawha.. 

Mason 

Monroe  — 
Nicholas... 
Fatnani  — 
Kaleigh.... 


Lht, 

188, 165 

3,176 

412,409 

58,600 

133, 321 

840 

472,  765 

5,769 


Potatoes. 


Bush. 
11, 359 
13. 928 
44,  300 
84,  534 
12, 164 

6,247 
26,918 

6,720 


CO 


Bush. 

3,059 

78 

7,905 

48 

443 


1,172 


Lbs. 

5,056 
185 
533 


3,361 


2,4M 
2,794 


i 

J 

0 

OB 

a 

1 

1^ 

Lbs. 

aau. 

6,043 

55,  740 

6,222 

459 

52 

300 
42,  744       3, 839 


1.745 


72 


Oals. 
17,  844 

1,562 
45,367 
23,722 
11.427 
12, 589 
19.511 

7,163 


» 


Lbs. 

13,  V24 
7,959 

14, 305 
270 

14.  938 
1,000 
3.771 
6,397 


Statement  of  live  stocky  ^c,  according  to  the  census  of  1870. 


Conntios. 


Payette  . . . 
Greenbrier 
Kanawha  . 

Mason 

Monroe  ... 
Nicholas  .. 
Piitoam  ... 
Jlaloigh  ... 


•     5 


DoUars. 
64.504 
187, 175 
1 24. 047 
164,  483 
156.  460 
46, 5«r7 
70, 6  ii 
24,880 


-a 


Dollars. 
225,  085 
55:^,  H56 
413,  450 
544,554 
567.  053 
185.  5,« 
251.049 
119. 184 


No. 
3,267 
3.301 
3,400 
3,332 
3,006 
1,600 
1,565 
1,  545 


I 


.       1 


No.    I 

8,  709  I 
13.  880 

9,«79  I 

9,  SS^}  ' 
11,517  , 

8.171 


Lbs. 
16,  331 
34. 051 
20,  4:>7 
22,  85:< 
26,  H94 
18,  8:<!? 


6i291  I  14]  992 
5,  462     11, 338 


Lbs. 

72, 1S8 
174.  805 
163,  142 
5,002 
163.  540 
164,990 

61.  Ori 

41,635 


,  Tons. 

,  1,649 

'  7,  444 

2,8^0 

4,  353 

5.>8 

3.0-.9 

1,4^6 

9:1 


TIMBER, 

•  ♦•##•#» 

Of  the  hard  wooils,  the  white  oak  is  by  fjvr  the  most  abandaot.  It  forms  oae-tbird, 
and  periiaps  ono-half,  of  all  the  timber  in  the  State,  and  is  one  of  the  most  ^eneniUy 
ditfiised  tribes.  In  the  hilly  rej^iou  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  between  tlie  head- 
waters of  the  Cheat  and  the  O aio,  according  to  Diss.  Debar,  "  it  grows  on  heavy,  rich 
clay  loams,  and  in  closouosa  of  grain  and  firmness  is  unsnrpassed.  In  the  whole  basin 
drained  by  Fishing  Creek,  Middle  Island  Creek,  Little  Kanawha  and  branches,  Sand 
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Creek,  Great  Ktanawha  and  tho^e  of  its  branches  emptying  into  it  below  the  falls,  and 
the  Gnyandotto  and  Big  Sandy  Rivers,  the  oaks,  poplar  or  tnlip  tree,  walnnt,  cherry, 
sycamore,  ash,  chestnnt,  and  Jocnst  attain  a  size  not  surpassed  on  the  North  Auiericuu 
continent  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains." 

To  this  we  may  add  that  the  oak,  poplar,  and  chastnut  soAm  to  increase  in  size  sonth 
of  the  Great  Kanawha.  Gigantic  poplars  are  reported  reliably  from  that  district  10 
and  11  ft^et  in  diameter,  and  oaks  G  and  7  feet. 

On  the  eastern  border  of  the  State,  the  only  development  taking  place  is  in  the  white 
pine  along  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  this  is  carried  on  by  a  single  company. 

The  Saint  Lawrence  Hoom  and  Manufacturing  Company,  controlled  by  Pennsylvania 
capitalists,  of  which  Mr.  Cecil  Clay  is  prt^nidjiit,  has  a  charter  for  operarJuif  the  riv«r, 
and  is  engaged  in  improving  its  navigation.  The  spritg-floods  now  give  them  water 
enough  to  run  rafts  of  100  to  150  feet  in  length. 

Logging  can  be  done  very  cheaply  in  tins  country,  f -r  the  surface  is  smooth,  and 
supplies  for  men  and  forage  for  teams  are  abuadaut  around  the  camps. 

The  timber  region  can  readily  be  reached  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad 
.from  Millborough,  Covington,  or  Ronceverte.  This  latter  place  has,  according  t^  Mr. 
Clay,  fine  natural  advantages  for  the  conciMit.ratiou  of  tie  lumber  business  of  the  Green- 
brier Valley.  Timber  can  be  had  in  the  river  suited  for  the  manufacture  of  cars,  wag- 
ons, agricuitnral  implements,  furniture,  woodeu-ware,  pump-stocks,  and  for  planing 
purposes.  Lumber  can  be  delivered  in  Cincinnati  so  as  to  compete  with  the  Miuhigati 
pine,  and  in  PbiUdelphia  so  as  to  cost  less  than  the  Pennsylvania  timber.  A  large 
market  can  bo  hail  both  ways. 

The  Saint  Lawrence  Boom  and  Manufacturing  Company  has  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$60,000,  which  is  increased  as  needed,  and  owns  and  controls  100,000,000  feet  of  white- 
pine  timber  in  Greenbrier  and  Porahontas  Counties.  Ic  has  a  boom  of  several  millions 
of  feet  capacity,  and  uses  splash-dams  and  tramways  in  its  logging.  In  times  of  or- 
dinary pr-sperity  a  good  business  might  be  done  in  square  timber,  oak,  &c.  Mr.  Clay 
thinks  that  th«M-e  are  several  million  dollar^i  worth  of  timber  standuig  on  the  Green- 
brier River.  He  says  that  they  are  now  offered  $4*2  per  thousand,  Miimigan  inspection, 
.  for  timber  delivered  in  Philadelphia. 

On  the  headwaters  of  the  Elk  and  Gauley  nothing  has  been  or  is  being  done  to 
develop  that  heavily-timbered  section.  Webster  County  has  sent  some  logs  from  her 
western  borders  down  Elk. 

A  company  of  enterprising  PennsylvanianP,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  are  now  en- 
gaged in  developing  80,000  acres  of  land  in  Hi-axton  and  Wehster  Counties,  with  8aw- 
iiiills,  planing-mills,  and  business  headquarters  at  Charleston,  on  the  Great  Kanawha. 
One  of  the  tirst  operations  of  this  company  was  the  shipping  by  river  to  Parkersburg, 
and  thence  by  rail  to  Baltimore,  10,000  feet  of  black-walnut  plank,  which,  notwith- 
Btaudiug  expensive  freight  over  a  distance  of  650  miles,  yielded  a  handsome  profit. 

•  «  «  «  'V  •  « 

As  an  illustration  of  the  excellence  of  the  Ohio  River  timber,  we  may  mention  the 
fact,  stated  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Beall,  of  Mason,  that  the  brig  Somers,  distinguished  in  the 
Mitxican  war,  was  built  at  the  numth  of  the  Kanawha,  by  the  Gilmores,  of  Mason 
C\>unty  lumber.  When  this  veiiscl  was  docked,  some  eight  years  ago,  her  timbers  were 
found  to  be  sound. 

*  •  ^  •  «  •  • 

On  the  Kanawha  River  the  principal  development  of  timber  is  from  the  mouth  of 
Elk  downward.  Colonel  Byrne  says  of  the  business  on  the  Kanawha  and  its  tributa- 
ries: '*Elk  River  verds  out  |100,000  wortii  of  logs,  cut  by  mills  at  and  near  Charles- 
ton, either  for  nse  there  or  for  shipment  down  the  river.  The  white  and  black  oaks 
are  chietly  mannfactnred  into  salt-barrel  staves,  for  use  in  the  vicinity  of  Ch»rleston. 
The  mills  there  have  a  capacity  of  produciug  1,000  barrels  per  day.  The  poplar,  ash, 
chestnnt,  walnut,  and  other  kinds  are  chi^tly  manufactured  into  boards,  phink,  and 
acaniling  at  Charleston  for  the  Cincinnati  aitd  other  markets  on  the  river,  after  sup- 
plying the  home-market.  Besides  the  logx,  Elk  sends  out  a  large  nnmber  of  coal-boats 
(120,000  worth)  for  use  in  shipping  coal  and  salt  from  the  Kanawha  River.  The  man- 
ufactured value  of  Elk  River  timber,  t.  e.,  boards,  staves,  hoop-poles,  &^c.,  is  at  least 
$P0,000. 

''The  Great  Kanawha,  from  the  falls  down,  mnst  produce  as  much  Inmber  in  the 
shape  of  logs,  staves,  hoop-poles,  boards,  and  ship-timber  as  the  Elk,  or  $150,000.^^ 

Pocatalii  o  and  Coal  Riv«-r8  contribute  largely  to  this  produce  of  the  Lower  Kanawha, 
Pocatalico  sending  probably  620,000  worth.  Coal  River  sends  ont  souih  fine  walnut, 
which  goes  to  Europe.  The  Lower  Kanawha  sends  ont  some  fine  oak  timber  for  ship- 
bnilding,  and  a  good  deal  of  pine.  At  and  near  the  Falls  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  and 
on  Laurel  Creek,  a  considerable  business  is  done  in  cooperage  stuff  and  sawed  lumber, 
perhaps  $100,000  worth.    Westward  to  Uinton  hardly  anything  is  done.    At  Hintou  a 

20  £ 
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flood  deal  is  done.    Some  staves  are,  according  to  Mr.  Clay,  floated  down  from  up  New 
River,  caught  at  Hinton,  and  shipped  by  rail. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Thompsen  says  of  the  timber-trade  of  Hinton  :  '*  Qnite  a  large  trade  is  car- 
ried on  herein  fbe  lumber  business.  Large  quantities  of  pip'^-staves  of  oak  are  shipped 
by  ra  1  to  the  East,  and  several  thousand  walnut  lo^s  have  been  shipped,  both  t>o  the 
eastern  markets  and  to  Eorope,  from  the  county  within  the  lastt- ighteen  months.  There 
is  a  large  saw-mill  at  this  point,  owned  by  Ne  w  York  men,  who  ship  pine  (of  a  tine  qual- 
if  y)  lumber,  a^so  shingles,  laths, &c.  They  deal  extensively  also  in  poplar  lumber,  aod 
furnish  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  with  railroad-ties.'' 

THE    COATvFIELD. 

The  most  important  coal  region  in  America  is  the  Appalachian  coal-field,  which  iH, 
says  Rogers,  '*  almost  the  largest  expanse  ol^on  tin  nous  coal -measures  in  the  world.  It 
possesses  a  length  of  875  miles,  and  a  maximum  breadth  between  its  eastern  outcrop  in 
Southern  Pennsylvania  and  its  western  in  Northern  Ohio  of  abont  IcfO  miles."  It  ex- 
tends from  Northern  Pennsylvania  to  Middle  Alabama,  parallel  to  the  Appalachian 
Chain  to  the  east  of  it.  Ics  coals  are  better  than  those  of  any  other  6eld  in  America, 
and,  save  anthracite,  are  of  every  kind  necessary  to  the  arts  and  manufactures.  Its 
area  is  made  up  as  follows : 

Square  miles. 

West  Virginia 16,00(» 

Pennsylvania 12,700 

Ohio 10,000 

Eastern  Kentucky b,900 

Alabama 5,000 

Tennessee : 5,100 

MaryUnd ^ 550 

Total...... 58,250 

Of  these,  the  amounts  for  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Kentucky  are  the  res o Its  of 
careful  surveys,  while  the  others  are  estimates  taken  from  the  best  and  latest  sources. 
By  the  United  States  census  of  1870,  these  States  mined  the  following  tonnage : 

Tons, 

Alabama 11,000 

Kentucky 150,000 

Maryland 1,819,824 

Ohio 2,527,285 

Pennsylvania 7,798,518 

Tennessee 133,418 

West  Virginia 608,878 

Total 13,048,92:i 

These  tables  therefore  show  that  while  West  Virginia  embraces  (in  round  numbers) 
nearly  28  per  cent,  of  the  coal-area,  it  produces  only  5  per  cent,  of  the  coal  mined 

therein. 

•  •  •  «  «  «  * 

LfCt  ns  now  examine  the  number  of  coal-seams. 

To  do  this  so  as  to  be  the  more  fully  understood,  the  coal-strata  can  be  divided  into 
four  great  geological  divisions,  viz :  The  Lower  Coal-Measmes,  resting  upon  the  Great 
Conglomerate,  containing  very  many  important  and  valuable  coal-seams,  and  having  a 
thick  bed  of  sandstone  called  the  '*  Mahoning"  as  its  upper  limit. 

The  Lower  Barren  Measures,  composed  of  reddish  and  bluish  shales  and  slates,  sand- 
stones and  limestones— the  latter  in  some  parts  of  the  State  very  important — usually 
destitute  of  workable  coals,  and  terminating  at  the  base  of  a  valuable  and  persistent 
coal-seam  known  as  the  "  Pittsburg." 

The  Upper  Coal  Measures,  containing  several  important  coal-seams,  of  which  the 
"  Pittsburg"  is  the  lowest. 

The  Upper  Barren  Measures,  composed  of  sandstones  and  shales,  nearly  destitute  of 
coal. 

There  are  geographical  divisions  in  the  6eld  that  should  be  noticed,  for  in  several  cases 
ridges  parallel  to  the  eastern  margin  of  the  basin  make  their  appearance,  and  are  oom- 
po^  of  subcarboniferous  strata,  which  separate  one  coal-basin  from  another,  and 

form  well-marked  boandaries  thereto. 

•  #•*••« 

THR  NEW  AND  KANAWHA  RIVER  COAL-BASINS. 

We  now  come  to  that  district  of  the  State  which,  by  reason  of  the  variety  of  its 
coals  and  number  of  its  seams,  is  to  be  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  portions 
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of  the  Appalachian  coal-Reld,  and  has  helped  in  no  little  de^ee  to  give  West  Virginia 
the  reputation  it  enjoys  of  being  one  of  the  riobeet  of  the  States  in  the  Union  in  this 
^reat  element  of  civiliaeation,  wealth,  and  prosperity.  For  this  reason  it  has  a  peculiar 
interest  to  the  capitalist,  while,  from  a  geographical  point  of  view,  the  great  develop- 
ment of  the  coal-measures  is  very  important. 

Going  back  to  a  pre-carbonaceons  period,  it  wonld  seem  that  this  section  was  a  deep 
basin,  constantly  settling  down  and  being  filled  up,  while  the  northern  portion  of  the 
State  was  nearly  stationary. 

As  an  indication  of  this,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  Vespertine  formation  at  Western 
Port,  on  the  Potomac,  is,  according  to  Professor  Rogers,  200  feet  thick,  while  in  Green- 
brier it  is  800  feet.  In  this  latter  measarenient  he  seems  to  have  taken  do  notice  of 
some  !)00  feet  of  rock  that  justly  belong  to  its  upper  pon ion.  In  the  north,  at  the  same 
place,  the  Umbral  (or  snbcarboniferons)  liiiiestone  is  80  feet,  while  in  the  Greenbrier 
Moantain,  in  Pocahontas,  he  gives  it  as  S2'i  feet.  On  the  Potomac  the  Umbral  shales 
are  838  feet,  versus  1,^4260  feet  in  the  above-mentioned  locality  in  Pocahontas,  and  the 
indications  are  that  all  three  of  these  still  increase  in  thickness  as  we  come  south  to- 
ward New  River;  so  that  at  Hinton  they  may  be  taken  as  aggregating  3,500  feet,  versas 
l,l*i8  feet  in  the  north. 

Contiuniug  on  np  in  the  geological  column,  the  Conglomerate  is  150  feet  thick  on  the 
Potomac  and  on  New  River,  according  to  Prof.  William  M.  Fontaine  1,350  feet,  including 
the  Passage  Rocks,  while  400  feet  takes  in  the  Lower  Coal-Measures  in  the  one  case  imd 
1,340  feet  about  embraces  them  on  the  Kanawha.  Finally,  in  the  north,  the  Lower 
Barrens  are  400  feet  against  700  feet  in  the  south. 

By  an  addition  of  these  figures,  and  dealing  in  round  numbers,  we  see  that  while 
2,000  feet  of  strata  were  forming  on  the  Potomac  or  Northern  West  Vir^nia,  some  6,840 
feet^were  being  deposited  in  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  region,  or,  in  other  words, 
during  this  period  the  latter  sank  about  4,840  feet  more  than  did  the  former. 

It  is  to  this  that  we  must  look  for  an  explanation  of  the  presence  of  various  anti- 
clinal axes  in  the  north  and  their  absence  in  the  south. 

As  this  depression  took  place  the  strain  or  tension  of  the  rock-beds  on  the  eastern  border 
of  the  basin  increaeied  in  a  direct  ratio  with  the  amount  of  the  subsidence,  so  that  the 
less  the  latter  the  less  was  the  former,  and  it  is  a  self-evident  proposition  that  the  less  the 
tension  the  greater  would  be  the  force  necessary  to  break  the  rocks  asunder.  There- 
fore, when  tbe  great  thrust  or  press  on  the  strata  from  the  east  came  into  effect,  it 
found  the  strength  of  tbe  beds  on  the  eastern  border  of  this  southern  basin  so  much 
impaired  that  it  crushed  up  the  formations  adjacent  thereto,  breaking  them  into  a  num- 
ber of  faults  of  great  magnitude,  which  extend  along  the  southern  larder  of  West  Vir- 
ginia and  are  nearly  co-extensive  with  this  depression  and  its  prolongation  southward, 
while  in  the  north  the  rocks,  not  being  in  this  very  tense  state,  were  not  broken,  bnt 
the  Alleghanies  and  the  country  to  the  west  were  thrown  into  a  series  of  folds,  which 
become  less  and  less  abrupt  as  they  would  naturally  do  the  farther  and  farther  we  get 
from  the  primary  force. 

The  gradation  of  faults  to  folds  is  well  seen  in  the  most  westerly  of  the  former, 
which  passes  just  west  of  Peter's  Mountain  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  is 
seen  near  CaldwelPs  Station,  in  Greenbrier  County,  at  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road trestle  over  Monroe  Branch.  In  the  former  place  it  brings  the  Silurian  rocks 
against  the  Vespertine,  while  in  the  latter  it  becomes  so  small  that  only  the  highest 
members  of  the  Devonian  abut  against  the  Vespertine. 

From  this  we  can  see  that  as  the  strata  were  elevated  along  this  most  western  fault 
their  flank  would  i*aise  the  country  to  the  west  as  a  whole,  and  give  it  a  gradnal  slope 
at  right  angles  to  the  line  of  elevation,  and  as  the  latter  was  northeast  and  southwest, 
so  the  former  would  be  northwest.  This  is  really  the  case,  for  from  this  range  on  the 
eastern  edge  of  the  Greenbrier  to  the  Ohio  River  the  formations  have  one  continual 
northwest  down  grade,  save  here  and  there  where  they  become  nearly  horizontal,  and 
there  is  no  good  evidence  after  we  get  away  from  tbe  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fault 
that  a  single  reversal  of  dip  comes  in  during  the  whole  distance.'  In  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  this  vast  extent  of  territory,  denudation  and  erosion  have  carried  off  the  upper 
strata,  and  east  of  Little  Sewell  all  of  the  Lower  Coal-Measures  have  disappeared. 

Going  west,  the  rocks  dip  faster  than  the  plane  of  erosion,  and  thus  we  get  success- 
ively into  higher  and  higher  strata,  so  that  Gauley  Mountain  is  sufficiently  high  to 
catch  nearly  all  of  the  lower  coals. 

Below  the  Kanawha  Falls,  the  dip  still  continuing,  the  Conglomerate  passes  out  of 
view.  A  short  distance  west  of  Charleston  the  Lower  Measures  in  their  turn  sink  be- 
low water-level,  and  near  Pocatalico,  some  14  miles  farther  on,  the  highest  member  of 
the  Lower  Barrens  is  lost  to  sight  as  it  goes  beneath  the  bed  of  the  Kanawha. 

Between  these  extremes  of  gently  inclined  formations  in  the  south  and  folded  strata 
in  the  north  must  be  an  intermediate  area,  where  the  one  passes  into  the  other. 

As  the  depression  of  the  southern  basin  became  less  and  less  as  it  went  northerly, 
the  tension,  and  therefore  the  cause  for  the  faults,  diminished,  so  that  somewhere  about 
opposite  Huntersville,  in  Pocahontas,  this  system  begins  to  cease^  and  north  of  a  line 
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drawn  from  the  northeast  corner  of  Greenbrier  to  the  northern  part  of  Pleasants  the 
strata  commence  to  appear  in  folds,  and  as  we  proceed  toward  the  Pennsylvania  line 
and  away  from  the  modifying  influence  of  the  faulted  country,  so  these  anticlinals 
become  more  and  more  marked. 

NEW  RIVER  COALS. 

In  Mercer  County,  in  the  valley  of  the  Blue  Stone  River,  are  extensive  beds  of  bitn- 
miuons  coal  which  would  seem  to  belong  to  the  «ubconglomerate  measures,  and  are 
here  developed  to  a  greater  thickness  than  in  any  other  portion  of  tlie  State.  The 
examinations  io  this  county  have  not  be-n  sufficiently  in  detail  to  enable  us  to  state 
the  mimber  of  the  seams,  but  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  thickest  one  reported  is 
IL  feet,  although  nothin;;^  is  said  as  to  the  amount  of  clay  partln;;^  in  it. 

In  Summers  Connty,  iu  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  New  River  from  Hinton,  a 
6-foot  seam  of  coal  has  been  opened  some  800  feet  above  the  stream,  and  indications 
would  seem  to  point  out  that  it  is  the  same  as  the  seam  presently  to  be  spoken  of  as 
worked  at  Quinuimont. 

A  carefully  observed  section  of  the  strata  on  New  River  was  made  by  Prof.  William  M. 
Fontaine,  at  Quinnimont,  and  on  Piney  River,  2  miles  below.  The  observations  were 
begun  at  the  former  place  at  the  base  of  the  hill  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  nmbral  shales.  As  the  strata  dip  westerly,  Nos.  1  and  2  of  these  are 
carried  below  water-level,  so  that  at  Piney  the  foot  of  the  bill  shows  only  the  bottom 
of  No.  X 

The  measurements  maiked  **not  seen  "  were  obtained  from  observations  elsewhere, 
or  were  given  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Morris,  the  engineer  at  Quinnimont. 

Umhral  shales. 

Feet. 

1.  Red  shales,  thinly  laminated,  visible 50 

2.  Grky  calcareous  sandstone 20 

3.  A'^ariegated  shales,  with  nodules  of  carbonate  of  lime  near  the  top 70 

Total  for  nmbral .\ 140 

Trannlion  strata  or  passage  rocks  from  the  umbral  to  the  conglomerate  series, 

Fept. 

1.  Thinly  laminated  gray  flags  and  calcareous  shalee,  with  impure  coal  near  top  ..     50 

2.  Black  lissile  slates  and  sandstoueo ■ 20 


Total  for  transition 70 

Conglomerate  series  on  Piney. 

Feet. 

1.  Lower  conglomerate 80 

2.  BlacksUte  wi  h  1^  foot  coal-bed  (not  seen) 11 

3.  Olive-colored  marly tes  passing  into  olive  aud  reddish  sandstones 100 

4.  Coal  and  slate  1  ft.  0  in.^ 
Sandstone         8  "  8  " 

Coal  0"8"    > 13 

Slate  2  •*  6  " 

Coal  0  "  8  "    J 

5.  Bright  red  shales  and  marlytes 30 

6.  Vai  legated  marlytes 40 

7.  Ferruginous  limestone \ 2 

8.  Sandstones 75 

9.  Coal  system  with  interstratifications  of  thin  coal  aud  slate  at  base, 

and  on  top  sandstones,  shales,  and  flags 80 

10.  Fine  gray  flags,  and  sandstones .' 90 

11.  Coal,  not  fully  seen 2i 

12.  Firm  gray  sandstones 50 

13.  Olive  marlytes 40 

14.  Coal  system  at  bottom  ;  interstratifications  of  slate  and  coal,  1  seam, 

1  foot;  on  top,  flags  passing  into  firm  sandstones 80 

15.  Fire-clay  and  1-foot  coal-seam  imperfectly  exposed,  given  as  2  to  4^ 

feet  of  impure  splint  coal 2  to  4^ 

16.  A  thick  mass  of  strata  not  fully  exposed  at  every  point;  may  be  divi- 
ded as  follows:  (16  a)  sandstone,  50  feet;  (16  2>)  coal-seam  not  seen, 
given  as  2  feet ;  (16  c)  bluish  sandy  slates,  60  feet ;  (16  d)  coal  not  seen, 

given  as  20  inches ;  (16  e)  olive-gray  shaly  sandstones,  40  feet ;  total. ..  150 

17.  Quinnimont  coal  series,  which  is  made  np  of  splint  coal  at  bottom,  1 

foot  2  inches;  fire  clay,  2i  feet;  semi-bitaminous  coal,  4  feet ;  total  ...  7 
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FAot 

18.  Dark  blue  slate  and  sandstones 80  to  100 

19.  01ive-|?ray  sandstones  and  shales .  100 

20.  Black  slate,  with  some  thin  coal 10 

21.  Upper  or  great  conglomerate 150  to  200 

Total  for  conglomerate  series 1,195 

The  coal  in  No.  20,  as  seen  at  Quinnimont,  is  only  6  inches  on  the  outcrop.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  it  was  opened,  and  the  first  8  feet  down  increased  to  3  feet,  and  was  still 
improving  when  this  thickness  was  measnn^d.  It  cokes  well,  and  when  heated  in  a 
pipe  in  a  smithes  forge  gave  a  clear  white  bright  light  In  such  quantities  as  to  suggest 
a  good  gas-coal. 

The  4-foot  seam  of  No.  17  is  the  most  important  of  this  section,  being  the  one  where 
the  Quinnimont  furnace  draws  its  supply  of  fuel.  It  is  l.OSo  feet  above  New  River. 
The  coal  is  a  semi-bituminous,  very  soft  and  friable,  and  makes  a  most  superior  coke, 
not  being  excelled  by  even  the  celebrated  Connelsville  coke  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is 
also  a  most  excellent  steam  and  domestic  article,  making  a  very  hot  red  fire. 

The  great  conglomerate  usually  forms  the  tops  of  the  mountains  facing  New  River. 
As  we  go  back  into  the  country,  on  each  side  a  second  range  of  hills  very  soon  appears, 
and  in  these  will  be  found  more  coals,  which  though  usually  accredited  to  the  con- 
glomerate series,  in  reality  belong  to  the  lower  measures.  In  the  vicinity  of  Raleigh 
Court-Honse,  southwest  of  Quinnimont,  on  Buckly's  Mill  tract,  is  seen  one  of  the  lawer 
beds  of  this  latter,  which  measures  6  feet  2  inchee,  of  soft  and  very  pure  bicumiuons 
coal  with  shale  overhead. 

It  is  seen  again  on  Loup  Creek,  15  miles  from'  the  conrt-honse,  on  the  Fayetteville 
road,  at  McCoy's  bank,  where  it  measures  4  feet  10  inches  in  the  breast,  and  6  feet  on 
the  outcrop.  In  neither  place  are  there  any  partings,  and  it  is  a  most  valuable  seam, 
for  the  most  part  underlying  the  whole  of  the  Raleigh  plateau.  Some  distance  abave 
this,  and  about  200  feet  below  the  tops  of  the  hills,  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  hollows 
of  Big  White  Stick,  occurs  a  4i-foot  seam,  with  no  parting  save  about  1 J  inches  of 
coal-dirt,  and  sulphur  1  or  2  inches  from  the  roof,  which  is  shale.  Continuing  in  a 
southwest  course  from  here,  the  Raleigh  plateau  gives  out.  and  we  descend  into  the 
valley  of  the  Marshes  of  Coal,  which,  cutting  far  down  into  the  conglomerate  series,  are 
marked  by  an  absence  of  any  workable  seams,  till  we  cross  over  to  the  Guyandotte 
and  Cherry  Pond  Mountains,  on  the  borders  of  Wyoming  and  Boone,  in  the  upper  por- 
tions of  which  the  Lower  Coal  Measures  and  their  inoluded  seams  again  make  their  ap- 
pearance, and  on  Gravel  Hollow  of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  near  the  juncture  of  the  two 
ranges,  four  seams  belonging  to  this  series  have  been  seen  and  measured.  No.  1, 3  feet ; 
No.  2.  2  feet  8  inches ;  No.  3,  3  feet  3^  inches ;  No.  4,  4  feet ;  all  free  from  partings,  and 
containing  an  exceeding  pure  though  friable  article.  The  distances  between  Nos.  1 
and  2,  and  Nos.  3  and  5,  are  each  about  50  feet ;  that  between  Nos.  2  and  3  was  not 
ascertained.  Several  hundred  feet  above  No.  4  and  the  gaps  in  the  mountains,  first  a 
12-foot  and  above  that  a  4-foot  seam  have  been  reported. 

The  deep  valley  position  of  the  headwaters  of  Coal  River  is  not  fully  appreciated, 
until  the  observer  stands  on  the  mountains  last  mentioned,  where,  being  some  2,000 
feet  above  the  streams  below,  he  has  the  whole  country  spread  at  his  feet,  and  seen 
that  the  plateau  of  Riileigh  Court-Honse  forms  a  high  eastern  rim  of  the  Marsh  Fork 
Basin,  and  is  far  above  its  level.  While  looking  across  this,  he  can  note  the  country 
rising  into  White  Oak  and  Flat-Top  Mountains,  over  which,  so  great  is  the  elevation  of 
the  observer,  can  be  distinguished  the  blue  outline  of  Peter's  Mountain  in  Virginia. 

Passing  from  this  poinr.  iu  a  west  southwest  direction  into  Wyoming  and  McDowell 
the  hills  become  lower  than  the  Guyandotte  Mountains,  though  still  high  enough  to 
contain  not  only  the  conglomerate  series  but  a  portion  of  those  above.  This  country 
is  accredited  with  seams  as  thick  as  12  feet,  but  there  are  no  reliable  observations  to 
justify  more  than  a  mere  mention  of  this  fact. 

Returning  now  to  Quinnimont  and  proceeding  toward  the  tier  of  hills  back  from  the 
river,  the  same  seams  observed  in  the  Raleigh  plateau  ought  to  be  found.  However, 
as  they  have  never  been  examined  their  thickness  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  as  Big 
Sewell  Mountain  has  a  far  greater  height  than  the  region  Immediately  to  the  south- 
west of  the  river  it  will  contain  a  good  deal  more  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures,  and 
hence  more  seams  may  be  expected. 

Continuing  northeast  into  the  western  part  of  Nicholas  and  into  Webster  the  gen- 
eral elevation  of  the  country  is  below  Sewell,  consequently  the  hills  contain  only  lower 
strata,  and  the  bill-tops  west  of  the  forks  of  Cherry  River  are  made  up  of  the  conglom- 
erate, all  the  upper  coals  having  been  denuded  off;  and  on  Hominy,  Cherry,  Cranberry, 
Williams,  and  the  heads  of  Gauley  and  Elk  Rivers  are  to  be  found  only  the  conglom- 
erate coals,  very  thin  and  very  unimportant.* 

Resuming  the  northwest  line  of  examination  the  New  River  Basin  becomes  more 

*  The  largest  seam  that  we  know  of  in  this  region  is  3  feet  7  inches.  It  is  seen  on 
Panther  Run  of  Gauley  River  near  the  bridle-path  from  Kentucky  to  the  Promised  Land. 
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Bhallow,  and  tbe  strata  begin  to  feel  the  effects  of  the  dying  oat  of  the  faults  and  the 
beginning  of  the  folds  ou  tbe  eastern  border  of  the  State,  and  we  notice  that  they  be- 
come more  tilted,  so  that  when  we  reach  Rich  Mountain,  in  Randolph,  they  are' very 
much  steeper  than  when  seen  on  New  River. 

This  line  of  observation  from  Wyoming  to  Randolph  has  been  chosen  because  it  is 
about  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures,  while  that  of  the  conglomerate 
series  may  be  said  to  be  a  line  joiulog  Rich  Monutain  and  Fiat  Top. 

Returning  now  to  Qninnimont  the  course  of  observation  leads  us  down  New  River. 

To  better  appreciate  the  dip  of  the  strata  as  we  go  west  I  will,  whenever  possible, 
refer  to  tbe  one  horizontal  lioe  of  tide-water,  so  that  it  will  be  plainly  seen  how  any  in- 
dividual stratum  becomes  lower  and  lower. 

In  some  cases  these  figures  will  not  be  exact,  but  very  close  approxioiations,  not 
varying  more  than  15  or  20  feet  from  reality. 

About  16  miles  by  railroad  below  Qninnimont,  in  the  hill  opposite  Dimmock  Station, 
two  seams  have  been  exp  sed.  By  aneroid  measurement  they  are  437  and  703  feet, 
respectively,  above  New  River,  and  both  in  the  conglomerate  series.  The  first  by  the 
side  of  the  path  going  up  tbe  hill  is  4^  feet  tbick,  with  no  partings  and  a  very  pure 
and  fine  bituminous  coal,  much  harder  than  the  average  New  River  coals.  The  second 
one  is  a  few  feet  above  tbe  level  of  Rush  Creek,  which  mouths  at  Dimmock,  measures 
5  feet  of  clear  coal,  and  was  worked  by  Cary  Bibbs. 

Twenty  miles  from  Qninnimont,  by  the  railroad,  at  the  mouth  of  Ephraim's  Creek, 
the  following  seams  were  opened  by  J.  A.  McGuffiu,  esq.,  superintendent  of  tbe  Long- 
dale  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 
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6 

No.  5  of  the  table  is  the  seam  worked  at  Qninnimont,  but  here  dwindled  to  2^  feet. 
At  that  place  it  is  2,250  feet  above  tide,  while  bere  it  is  only  1,807,  a  dip  of  443  feet  in 
a  straight  line  of  10  miles,  or  44  feet  to  the  mile. 

No.  7,  the  first  seam  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measnres,  is  the  ot  ly  one  ik  orked  at  this  place. 
The  mine  is  about  a  mile  farther  down  the  river  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  Sewell 
Depot,  and  shows  at  that  place  an  average  thickness  of  3^  feet,  yielding  a  very  soft; 
and  tender  coal  that  makes  a  most  excellent  coke,  which  is  used  by  tbe  Longdale  Coal 
and  Iron  Company  in  their  furnace  at  Longdale,  Alleghany  County,  Va.  The  first 
opening  on  the  seam  was  at  tbe  place  noted  in  the  section,  but  a  nipping  down  of  the 
roof  caused  an  abandonment  of  the  work. 

Ten  miles  below  Sewell,  at  Hawk's  Nest,  on  the  land  of  the  Gauley  Kanawha  Coal 
Company,  the  following  partial  section  has  been  made : 
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In  compariDg  this  with  the  section  at  Sewell,  the  top  of  the  conglomerate  falls  from 
HfVi^  feet  to  1^:^51  feet,  or,  as  the  straight  line  measured  in  the  dip  is  between  8  and  9 
miJes,  so  the  dip  will  be  between  97  and  85  feet  per  mile.  This  has  bronght  the  con- 
glomerate so  low  1  hat  Gaaley  Moantain,  as  it  rises  above,  catches  1,000  feet  of  the 
Lower  Coal  Measures. 

Seam  No.  I,  seen  on  the  railroad  going  up  Mill  Creek,  is  the'Qninnimont,  that  has 
dipped  from  an  elevation  of  2,250  feet,  at  the  place  whence  it  derives  its  name,  to  928 
feet  at  the  present  point  of  observation. 

Seam  No.  2  is  the  one  now  operated  by  the  Gauley  Kanawha  Coal  Company  at  the 
head  of  West  Lakes  Branch,  a  fork  of  Mill  Creek.  It  prodaces  a  very  fine  and  pure 
hard  bituminous  coal,  and  has  four  partings  in  it,  measuring  10,  3,  3,  and  5  inches 
respectively.  These  vary  in  different  part«  of  the  mine,  some  of  them  getting  thinner 
as  the  work  is  carried  to  the  northwest,  till,  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  the 
company's  engineer  reports  that  the  i^eam  shows  9  feeb  of  clear  coal  in  one  bench. 

Nus.  3,  4,  and  6  have  not  been  worked  at  all.  No.  5  was  opened  for  the  sake  of  its 
cannel,  which  is  of  a  very  poor  quality.  Beginning  at  the  floor,  this  seam  shows : 
Coal,  2  feet ;  slate^  2  inches ;  coal,  2  feet ;  slate,  2  inches ;  coal,  10  inches ;  slate,  2  feet 
10  inches ;  coal,  2  feet. 

No.  7.  The  opening  on  this  shows  magnificent  splint,  having  in  it  17  inches  of  bony 
or  bad  coal. 

The  Black  Flint  Ledge,  which  is  nearly  at  the  mountain-top,  has  usually  been 
taken  by  myself  and  othnrs  as  the  top  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures,  which  would,  there- 
fore, have  a  thickness  of  about  1,000  feet. 

To  do  this,  however,  is  wrong,  for  on  the  Kanawha,  in  the  vicinity  of  Paint  Creek, 
at  least  200  feet  of  strata  that  contain  valuable  workable  bed*  come  above  it,  and 
above  these  appears  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  which,  6  miles  above  Charleston,  at  Mai- 
den,* is  140  feet  thick  according  to  Prof.  W.  B.  Rogers,  so  that  to  the  measurement  at 
Hawk's  Nest  could  be  added  some  340  feet  before  the  lower  barrens  would  be  reached, 
making  the  Lower  Coal  Measures  of  this  country  1,340  feet  thick. 

In  the  section  given  for  Hawk's  Nest  not  all  of  the  coals  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures 
are  shown,  but  only  those  which  have  been  exposed  and  measured  by  the  company 
working  the  property,  and  these  show  no  less  than  six  workable  seams,  with  an  ag- 
gregate thickness  of  30^  feet  of  solid  coal,  exclusive  of  partings. 

Continuing  our  observations  down  New  River  and  into  the  Kanawha  Valley,  we  see 
the  conglomerate  sinking  lower  and  lower  till,  at  Kanawha  Falls,  it  is  but  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  stream,  leaving  all  the  mountains  lising  above  made  up  wholly  of  tue 
Lower  Coal  Measures ;  and  a  short  distance  below  Loup  Creek  it  pinks  below  the  water- 
level  to  rise  no  more  until  the  northwestern  margin  of  the  Alleghany  basin  is  reached 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  • 

TBE  KANAWHA  COAXjS. 

The  main  body  or  principal  thickness  of  the  lower  coals  may  be  said  to  have  their 
practical  eastern  margin  in  Gauley  Monntain;  far  beyond  this  the  strata  rapidly  rise 
above  the  hills  and  are  lost  in  the  air,  leaving  only  the  lower  seams,  as  found  in  the 
Raleigh  plateau  and  the  adjacent  country.  A  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Elk 
River  in  a  northwest  direction  passing  near  the  mouth  of  Big  Otter,  in  Clay  County, 
is  the  general  western  boundary,  for  the  Mahoning  sandstone  comes  down  to  the  water- 
level  on  or  about  this  course.  Throughout  the  whole  of  the  distance  across  this  area 
are  to  befonnd  various  seams  of  the  very  finest  qualities  of  splint,  cannel,  and  bitu- 
minous coals.  The  steep  hill-sides  readily  expose  them.  The  country  is  cut  and  counter- 
cut  in  all  directions  by  numerous  streams,  np  which  narrow>gauge  raili-oads  can  be  run 
with  the  most  favorable  grades.  There  are  no  faolta  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
operations  of  the  coal-miner,  and  the  merchant  and  manufacturer  can  find  every  class 
of  fuel,  save  anthracite,  that  they  may  nee<l  for  the  use  and  comfort  of  mankind. 

In  DO  other  part  of  the  Appalachian  coal-field  are  the  Lower  Coal  Measures  developed 
to  such  an  extent,  contain  a  greater  number  of  workable  seams,  or  more  varieties  of 
<joal8,  or  better  or  purer  fneL 

After  leaving  Hawk's  Nest,  the  next  important  disclosure  has  been  made  by  the 
Oannelton  Coal  Company,  9  miles  below  the  Kanawha  Falls. 

A  partial  section  of  the  hill  shows  7  seams  above  water-level.  Beginning  at  the 
river: 

Seam  No.  1,  bituminous  coal,  is  4  feet  thick,  but  not  worked. 

*At  this  place  the  Mahoning  resta  on  flint,  showing  that  as  we  come  west  the  inter- 
mediate strata  give  out  Whether  the  reverse  of  this  is  true  as  we  go  east  toward 
the  Hawk's  Nest  is  not  known,  as  there  are  no  data  from  which  we  can  reason,  for  the 
Mahoning  is  everywhere  above  the  tops  of  the  hilts.  In  fact,  the  sections  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Paint  Creek  are  not  sufficiently  in  detail  to  enable  us  to  say  if  it  is  fonnd 
even  there,  and  future  observations  may  show  that  the  strata  between  it  and  the  flint 
are  even  thicker  than  have  been  given. 
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Seam  No.  2,  some  100  feet  above  the  river,  is  abont  7  feet  thick  on  tho  averapje ;  has 
two  (flight  partings,  and  produces  a  gas-coal  of  80  high  a  grade  as  to  malie  it  rank  one 
of  the  most  valuable  seams  of  the  Kanawha  Valley.  This  same  bed  is  worked  just 
across  the  river  by  the  Coal  Valley  Coal  Company. 

A  hsilf  mile  below  Cannelton  it  is  opened  again,  but  not  worked,  and  shows  6  feet 
3^  inches,  with  3  inches  of  shale  2  feet  from  the  floor. 

Seams  Nos.  3  and  4  are  seen  on  the  path  leading  from  the  old  opening  on  No.  2  to  the 
"  Stockton  Seam  "  No.  6.  They  measure  3^  and  4  feet  on  the  out-orop,  and  have  never 
been  worked. 

Seam  No  5  is  splint  coal  5  feet  thick,  and  not  worked. 

Seam  No.  6  is  H  or  9  feet  above  N<».  5,  750  feet  above  the  river,  and  1,350  feet  al>ove 
tide.  On  an  average  it  is  7  feet  thick  in  the  mine,  and  is  made  np  of  canoel  coal  at 
the  bottom,  which  averages  al»out  3  feet  6  iiKsbes,  and  U  very  variable,  and  a  splluty 
bitnininons  coa),  known  in  market  as  "  Cannelt  >u  Splint,"  on  top.  The  wbo'e  seam  ia 
now  worked,  though  for  a  long  time  only  the  cannel  was  shi^p'id.  This  and  Peytona 
Oinnel  quote  higher  in  the  eaMrern  market-s  than  any  other  Amtiricati  cauuel. 

The  Black  Flint  I^edgd  is  12  to  14  feet  above  No.  6,  or  767  feet  above  tbd  river,  and 
1,367  feet  above  tide. 

Seam  No.  7  shows  8  feet  thick  near  the  month  of  the  opening,  with  14  inches  of  slate 
10  inches  from  thv)  floor,  leaving  6  feet  of  clear  coal  altove.  This  last  is  a  mixture  of 
hard  bitnminons  and  splint,  yielding  a  first-class  article  for  steam,  domestic  waut49,and 
nse  io  the  raw^  state  in  the  blsst-furuaee. 

A  recapitulation  of  these  seams  shows  that  there  is  here  above  water-level — 

Fe«t. 

No.  1 • 4 

No.  2 7 

No.  3 3i 

No.  4 4 

No.  5 • 5 

No.  6 7 

No.  7 H 

Total 38i 

including  the  partings,  which  are  small. 

Paint  Creek  empties  into  the  Kanawha,  from  the  south  side,  5  miles  l)elow  Cannel- 
ton. In  the  hill  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lt* ft-Hand  Fork,  about  4  miles  from  the  river, 
the  following  section  was  made  iu  1873.  The  height  above  tide  is  obtained  by  allow- 
y]g  Paint  Cieek  a  fall  of  20  feet  per  mile,  and  adding  the  result  Jur  4  miles  to  the  ele- 
vation of  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  which  is  570  feet  above  tide  : 
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Level  of  Paint  Creek  at  the  month  of  the  left-hand  fork  ... 

Seam  No.   I 

Seam  No.  2 

Seam  No.  3 , 

S**ani  No.  4 

Scam  No.  5 
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Scam  No.  14 
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Black  Flint  Ridge 

S4?amNo.  19 
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Total  tblcknof  a,  Includinf;  partings 


2  feet  6  inches 
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51  feet  10  inchM. 
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There  are  in  this  8  seams  3  feet  thick  and  over,  measaring  38  feet  10  inches,,  inclad- 
ing  the  partings  that  may  be  present.  The  next  section  is  made  G  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  Paint  Creek,  on  the  land  of  Col.  William  Dickinson,  opposite  Coalburg.  It 
is  complete,  showing  every  seam  in  the  hill. 
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Level  of  Kanawha  River. 
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2  feet  0  inches. 

Seam  No.  11 
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1, 131 
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Black  Flint  Ledge 

8eamNo.l4 

3  feet  3  inches. 

Seam  No.  15 

]  5  feet  u  inches. 

Top  of  hill. 

Total  thiokneM  of  nearoB a..u....a^...  i. 

54  feet  3  inches. 

The  top  seam  No.  15  shows  4|  feet  of  coal  at  the  bottom,  then  2  feet  of  slate,  4^  feet 
of  coal,  2  feet  of  slate,  and  2  feet  of  coal.  In  mining,  the  npper  2  feet  of  slate  woald 
uiost  probably  be  left  as  the  roof,  so  that  this  would  leave  9  feet  of  workable  coal  ouC 
of  the  15  feet.  Th'S,  together  with  the  other  8  seams,  3  feet  thick  and  over,  and  in- 
clnding  what  partings  may  be  present,  gives  an  aggregate  thickness  of  41  feet  3  inchts. 

At  CanueltoD,  seam  No.  2  (7  feet  thick)  is  about  667  feet  below  the  Black  Flint  Ledge, 
and  below  No.  2  is  a  4-foot  seam,  (No.  1.)  Assnining  that  this  well-marked  stratum  of 
Hint  has  thi.s  same  relative  position  to  the  scams  below  it  in  the  last  two  sections,  (the 
Dickinson  and  Paint  Creek,)  in  the  Paiut  Creek  measurement  the  7-foot  seam  should 
be  42  feet  below,  and  in  the  Dickinson  section  8.5  feet  below  water-level. 

The  4-foot  seam  is,  of  course,  still  lower,  but  whether  these  thicknesses  continue 
from  Cauueltou  to  the  other  points  only  an  actual  sinking  to  them  can  determine. 


Synopsis  of  the  seciiona  of  the  lower  coal-mectsures  on  the  Kanawha  and  Neto  Bivers, 
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Katare  of  the  sections. 


Partial 

Partly  above  water-level.. 

Complete  above  water- 
level. 

Complete  above  water- 
level. 


B  f  «  2 


A  gfn^gate .  thickness 
of  seams,  incladiog 
partings. 


41  feet  2  Inches  to  42 

feet  2  inches. 
38  feet  6  inches. 
38  feet  10  inches. 

41  feet  3  inches. 


Other  sections  could  be  given,  but  these  are  deemed  snffioient  to  show,  better  than 
could  any  words,  the  great  richness  of  the  Lower  Coal  Measures  in  this  region,  and  I 
would  call  especial  attention  to  the  uniformity  that  exists  in  the  aggregate  thickness 
of  workable  seams.* 

*  Taking  the  specific  gravity  of  coal  at  1.3,  40  feet  would  give  43,000  tons  per  acre, 
from  which,  if  even  one-third  is  deducted  for  partings  and  waste  in  mining,  there 
would  still  be  left  3i,000  tons  per  acre,  which,  at  V<ii  cents  royalty,  the  common  oue  in* 
the  district,  would  give  an  income  of  $i,000  to  the  owner. 
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In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  state,  that  aa  we  recede  from  the  Kanawha  River 
toward  the  head  of  the  many  creeks  which  flow  into  it  from  each  side,  the  seams  be- 
come thicker.  I  have  personally  noticed  this  up  Paint  and  Campbell's  Creeks  and  on 
Gauley  River,  8  or  9  miles  from  its  mouth.  But  more  openings  and  extended  observa- 
tions will  have  to  be  made  to  enable  me  to  say  positively  whether  this,  as  a  general 
thin^f,  is  so,  or  whether  the  increase  may  not  be  confined  to  individual  localities.  To 
elucidate  such  important  points  as  this,  is  one  great  argument  in  favor  of  the  neces- 
sity of  a  careful  State  geological  survey. 

From  Hawk's  Nest  to  Cannelton  (20  miles  by  river  and  10  miles  on  the  dip)  the 
Black  Flint  Ledge  falls  1,000  feet,  or  about  100  feet  per  mile.  Continuing  down  the 
Kanawha,  it  becomes  very  much  flatter,  and  in  some  cases  horizontal,  until  Burning 
Springs,  21  miles  further  down  the  river,  is  reached,  and  from  that  point  to  where  it 
disappears  below  the  water,  (8  miles  by  road  and  some  6  miles  on  the  dip,)  it  once 
more  resumes  its  slope  of  100  feet  per  mile  to  the  mouth  of  Elk  River,  at  Charleston. 
Between  these  extremes  of  Gauley  Mountain  on  the  east  and  Charleston  on  the  west, 
these  lower  coaU  have  an  average  width  of  about  30  miles,  and  a  point  a  little  below 
the  mouth  of  Paint  Creek  is  about  the  center  of  the  belt.  Drawing  a  liue  north  60° 
east,  and  south  60^  west,  receding  from  each  side  of  the  Kanawha  into  Nicholas,  Clay, 
Braxton,  and  Webster  on  the  one  hand,  and  Boone,  Lincoln,  Logan,  and  Wayne  on 
the  other,  these  vast  amounts  of  coals  still  continue  to  be  found,  and  in  every  direc- 
tion abundant  evidence  of  them  is  discovered.  Sometimes  they  form  the  bed  of  a 
stream,  or  crop  out  to  view  in  the  cliff'-i  and  steep  mountain -sides ;  in  other  places  they 
are  exposed  by  slides  on  the  hills,  and  are  everywhere  indicated  by  the  presence  of 
lumps  of  coal  lying  smooth  and  water- worn  in  the  beds  of  the  creeks.  Going  north 
30°  west,  or  south  30^  east,  from  this  axis  the  measures  rise  in  the  latter  case  till  they 
pass  into  the  air  above  the  hills,  while  in  the  former  they  gradually  dip  below  the 
water-level,  and  are  lost  to  sight,  though  shafting  will  still  reach  them  in  many  coun- 
ties where  at  present  they  lie  uotouched. 

THB  LOWER  BAUREN  MRA8URKS  ON  THB  KANAWBA. 

Of  these  very  little  can  be  said  beyond  the  fact  that  they  have  been  estimated  at 
700  feet  thick,  and  probably  contain  one  workable  seam  of  5  or  6  feet,  as  seen  at  the 
head  of  Two-Mile  Creek  of  the  Kanawha,  some  3^  miles  from  the  river.  On  Elk  River, 
above  Clay  Court-House,  in  Clay  and  Braxton,  they  become  of  great  import^ince  from 
the  fact  they  bear  several  beds  of  valuable  iron-ore,  which  are  now  worked  by  the 
Elk  River  Iron  and  Coal  Company. 


In  1874  the  Richmond  (Va.)  Gas  Company  tested  various  coals  from  the  Kanawha 
Valley  with  the  following  results: 


Locality. 


Si 


Coilbarg 

HoQston  Mining  and  Manafactarlng  Company  . 

J.  K  Lewis  &  Co 

Cannelton  Coal  Company, 

Hampton  City  Coal  Company 

Gordon  and  &eal 

H.  C.  Reolier  (Coalmont) 

Coal  Valley  Coal  Company 


9.51 
876 
993 

1,049 
609 
64'^ 

1,003 


8,534 
in,  381 
9,766 
8.693 
9.184 
8,064 
9,699 
10.080 


14.5 

17 

15 

14 

15.5 

13.9 

17.1 

17 


The  coal  from  the  Houston,  Coal  Valley,  and  Coalmont  mines,  is  superior  to  any 
tested  so  far;  is  more  free  from  slate  and  sulphur,  producns  greater  heat,  yields  more 
gas,  and  makes  the  best  coke. — (Report  of  Richmond  Gas  Works,  1875.) 

In  order  better  to  appreciate  these  figures,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  the  Penn- 
sylvania gas-coal,  which  is  generally  adopted  as  a  standard  in  the  United  States,  gives 
9,856  cubic  feet  of  gas,  of  14-candle  power,  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds. 

The  coals  given  in  the  table  are  from  various  localities  in  the  valley,  the  distance 
between  the  extreme  eastern  and  western  ones  being  15  miles. 

The  test  of  Coalburg  was  on  the  rich  bituminous  coal  at  the  bottom  of  the  seam. 
The  main  portion  of  the  bed,  which  is  usually  caUe<l  splint,  (though  in  reality  a  mix- 
ture of  that  and  bituminous,)  gave,  when  tested  by  the  Chelsea  Gas  Company,  the 
remarkable  result  for  this  class  of  fuel  of  10,640  cubic  feet,  of  17i-candle  power. 

The  coal  from  the  Cannelton  Coal  Company  was  from  the  splinty  bituminous  divis- 
ion of  their  cannel  seam. 
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The  coal  from  the  lower  5  feet  8  iiMshee  of  the  seam  of  the  Coal  Valley  Coal  Company 
shows 

Fixed  carbon 61.602 

Volatile  com babtible  matter 35.20:( 

Ash 1.87a 

Moisture 1.322 

loo.oeo 

Snlphnrin  coal 0.658 

Sulphur  in  coke 0.86& 

Dr.  C.  M.  CressoD  analyzed  the  eoal  from  the  same  seam  from  just  across  the  rivery 
from  the  land  of  the  Caunelton  Coal  Company^  and  in  bis  report  speaks  of  it  as  ''a 
bituminous  coal  of  first-rate  quality,  and  as  especially  adapted  for  gas-making.  It  ex- 
ceeds in  value,  for  such  purposes,  the  best  bituminous  coal  in  use  m  this  ur  the  New 
York  market,  by  about  7  per  cent ,  and  is  remarkably  free  from  sulphur.'^ 

The  4^  to  5  feet  2  inches  seam,  at  the  old  Winiiefrede  miues  on  Field  Creek,  in  Ka- 
nawha County,  is  bitumiitous,  with  1^  feet  of  splint  at  the  bottom. 

An  analysis  by  Professor  Locke,  of  CiuciuDati,  shows : 

Carbon 68,53 

Volatile  matter 27.01 

Ash 3.22 

Water 1.24 

An  analysis  from  the  laboratory  of  the  Royal  School  of  Mines,  in  London,  of  the  coal 
from  the  ll-f«M>t  seam  worked  by  the  Gauley  Kanawiia  Coal  Company,  on  GSauloy 
Mountain,  in  Fayette  County, gives: 

Coke 65.99 

Volatile  mat'er 32.61 

Water 1.40 

lOO.OO 

Ash 2.15  per  cent. 

Snlphor 0.74  percent. 

Volatile  gas,  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds,  10,100  cubic  feet  of  17.9-oandle  power. 

Proceeding  east  from  the  Oauley  Kanawha  Coal  Company,  the  hard  bituminona 
coals  disappear,  and  the  semi*  bituminous  come  in.  They  are  almost  altogether  shipped 
to  the  ea^itern  market,  and  in  Richmond  quote  50  cents  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  higner 
than  the  coals  from  the  Richmond  fields.  They  make  a  naost  exoellent  fuel,  but  their 
great  value  is  in  the  admirable  coke  they  produce. 

As  mined  at  Sewell  Station  by  the  Longdale  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  it  is  mostly 
made  into  coke  for  use  in  the  oompany^s  furnace  at  Longdate,  in  Alleghany  County, 
Virginia,  where  they  succeeded  in  redncing  their  fuel  bill  to  a  little  over  2,200  pounds 
of  coke  per  ton  of  pig-metal  produced. 

At  the  Nnttallburg  mines  it  is  extensively  shipped^  both  raw  and  coked,  the  latter 
being  done  in  o^.u  kilns.  At  Quiunimont  it  is  largely  worked  by  the  New  River  Car 
Company  for  use  in  their  furnace  on  the  spot,  as  well  as  for  shipment.  The  first  of  the 
following  tables  gives  analyses  of  the  coals  from  these  three  localities,  and  the  second 
of  the  cokes. 

In  the  latter  is  added,  for  the  sake  of  comparison,  an  analysis  of  a  sample  composed 
of  49  dififerent  pieces  of  the  celebrated  ConnelUville  coke  of  Pennsylvania. 

CoaU, 


Mine. 

Carbon. 

Volatile 
matter. 

Ask 

Salphor. 

WatM. 

CkemUt. 

KattAlIborff      

69.00 
7S.33 
75.89 

89.50 
21.38 
1&19 

1.07 
5.87 
4.9tj 

0.78 
0.87 

0.34 
1.03 
0.94 

CE-Dwifht. 

Sewell       

Quiiininioiit                      ................ 

J.  B.  Britton. 

Cokea, 


Tfiittallbnra              .r 

91. 8S 
93.00 
93.  H5 
91. 72 
87.46 

7. 88 
6.TJ 
6.15 
5.57 
11.33 

0.M 
0.27 
0.30 
0.48 
0.69 

C.E.Dwigbt. 

J.  R  Britton. 

Ouljinimout  No. 8 

J.  B.  Britton. 

(TnnnaUHville          

J.  B.  Britton. 
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No.  1  Qiiinnimont  is  of  the  coke  made  frotn  the  coal  as  iisnallj  mined;  No.  2  is  of 
the  colled  slaclc  or  mine  screenings  and  refuse.  The  aHh  in  the  Nnttallburg  coal  and 
coke  shows  that  the  former  was  either  a  picked  sample,  or  else  that  the  latter  was  a 
poor  specimen. 

Connellsville  coke  has  obtained  so  high  a  reputation,  and  jnstly,  that  there  are  many 
persons  prone  to  believe  that  it  can  have  no  superior,  and  for  such  it  would  be  well  to 
state  that  the  analyses  from  Sewelt  and  Qninnimont  were  made  for  the  private  use  of 
the  companies  using  the  coal,  and  that  of  Nuttallburg  was  made  by  the  State  Board  of 
Centennial  Managers. 

At  various  points  in  the  surrounding  counties  beds  of  this  variety  of  fuel  are  found 
up  to  6  feet  2  inches  thick,  as  for  instance  near  Raleigh  Con rt-Uouse.  Everywhere 
that  I  have  examined  tlieni  they  contain  the  same  tender,  friable,  rich  bituminous 
coal.  As  far  as  a  physical  examination  goes — for  no  analysis  has  ever  been  made  from 
this  region  beyond  those  given — they  are  exceedingly  pure  and  would  make  excellent 
coke,  and  the  seams  have  the  advantage  uf  being  very  free  from  partings. 

Returning  to  the  hard  bituminous  coals  of  tbe  Kanawha  Valley,  I  have  measnred 
very  many  exposures,  varying  from  2  to  9  feet,  on  Gauley,  Elk,  and  Coal  Rivers  and 
thf-ir  tributaries. 

In  Logun,  Lincoln,  Wayn«,  &c.,  are  also  many  valuable  seams,  as  shown  in1he  fol- 
lowing analyses,  which  »re  from  Wayne  County,  aud,  as  far  as  I  can  learu,  all  that 
have  been  made  for  the  district. 

In  the  table  there  is  no  atiempt  to  separate  splint  from  bituminous,  the  list  being 
given  m«»n»ly  to  show  tbe  general  purity  of  the  coals. 


Locality. 


Mouth  of  Camp  Creek,  of  13 
Pole  

Stephens,  branch  of  Laurel,  of 
13  Pole  

TuK  Fork 

Tu«  Fork 

Casavillo 


Fixed       Volatile       .^|,       ^xrat^y.  '  Sulphur     Sulphur 
carbon.      matter.       -^®"*      ^>»«®r.     i„  ^^^      in  coke. 


56.33 

60.10 
61.18 
60.54 
44.^9 


37.60 

36.40 
3a  74 
36.66 
43.22 


6.05 

3.50 
1.88 
S.80 
10.33 


1.60 
1.70 


1.56 


0.57 
0.73 


0.824 


0.14 

<L18 
0.02 
0.0J 


Chemist. 


Wormlej-. 

Worraley. 
Taylor. 
Taylor. 
Dwight. 


As  showing  the  thickness  of  tbe  seams  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  tbe  following 
raeasurements  of  outcroi>s  were  obtained  from  a  reporc  on  the  coals  of  Twelve  Pole  River 
by  Prof.  E.  B.  Andrews,  of  the  Ohio  geological  survey : 


Locality. 

Character  of  coal. 

It 

a 

1 

i 

2 

1 
3 

2 

1 

-1 

o  5 
< 

BemarkB. 

Month  Camp  Creek 

Bitamiuovs 

SpUut 

FMt,In. 
6      4 
6      0 
4      9 
$      6 

8      8 

4      1 

Feet  In}, 
5     5  .  Drv  bnminK  and  very  pure. 
5     6  i  Excellent  quality. 

Sulphur  Spring  Creek 

Srephena^s,  branch  of  Laurel 
WilHam  Wiley" a.  Core  Creek 

Hezekiah's  Creek 

SpKiit   

St^liutandeannel.. 
Splint  and  oannel.. 
Splintand  oannel. . 

6  6  i  CentAins  4  feet  6  inches  can- 

neL 

7  3     CoatiiinA  5  feet  6  incfae«i  can- 

Brush  Greek 

1      nel. 
3     10      f lontAinn  S  fnAt.  0  in/*hAA  nan. 

Bd. 

The  coals  from  all  of  these  are  spoken  of  in  the  highest  terms  by  Professor  Andrews. 

6PLINT-COAL. 

Except  in  a  local  expansion  on  one  of  the  seams  above  the  Pittsburg,  near  Wheel- 
ing, there  IS  no  well-authenticated  instance  of  this  class  of  coal  being  found  in  the 
Upper  Coal-Measures  or  in  the  northern  half  of  the  State.  Possibly  this  may  arise 
from  the  fact  that  the  attention  of  the  miner  is  there  mainly  directed  to  gas-coal. 
Haul,  open-burning  bituminous  fuels  exist,  but  they  lack  the  highly  laminated,  sonorous 
characteristics  of  splint. 

Without  saying  that  it  occurs  nowhere  outside  of  the  following  limits,  the  area  where 
it  is  known  positively  to  exist  in  workable  beds  is  in  the  Lower  Coal- Measures  in  Brax- 
ton, Webster,  Clay,  Nicholas,  Fayette,  Boone,  Logan,  Lincoln,  and  Wayne  Counties, 
and  its  boundaries  may  be  roughly  outlined  as  follows  :  Beginning  at  the  junction  of 
Louisa  and  Tug  Forks  of  Big  Sandy  River,  on  tbe  Kentucky  line,  and  thenee  in  a 
straight  northwesterly  line  to  tbe  Forks  of  Coai  in  Lincoln  and  Kanawha ;  thence  to 
Charleston,  on  the  Kanawha ;  thence  to  the  point  where  Elk  River  crosses  the  Clay 
and  Braxton  line;  thence  Lending  to  the  east  and  rauniog  to  where  the  Elk  crosses 
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the  Braxton  aud  Webster  line  ;  thence  southeasterly  to  the  vicinity  of  Adflison,  and 
thence  sonth westerly,  passing  thn>«igh  Bnmmersville,  in  Nicholas,  Gauley  Mountain, 
near  the  Hawk's  Nest,  in  FayHtte,  the  extreme  sontbern  corter  of  Kanawha,  and  thence 
on  to  the  common  corner  of  Wayne  and  Logan,  on  Tug  Fork  of  Big  Sandy.  It  should 
be  clearly  understood  that  these  boundaries  are  only  general,  and  that  instead  of  being 
straijL^ht,  as  laid  down,  they  will  run  in  and  out  in  curves,  so  as  in  bome  eases  to  add 
to  this  area  and  in  others  to  subtract  from  it. 

In  this  region  it  is  abundant,  and  in  admixture  with  more  or  less  bituminous  coal  is 
'ouiid  in  seams  as  thick  as  10  and  11  feet.  Fov  the  combined  purpose  of  stenm,  domes- 
tic use,  and  the  manufacture  of  iron,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  tbe  most  useful  and  val- 
uable coal  of  the  State ;  and  even  now  if.  ranks  so  high  that  in  the  New  York  retail- 
niarket  it  quotes  higher  than  any  other  West  Virginia  coal  except  cannel.  Ita  value 
is  due  to  its  firmness  and  solidity,  which  enables  it  to  be  bandied,  shifted,  and  stored 
with  very  little  loss.  It  burns  w  til,  leaving  but  little  ash ;  has  both  high  caloritic  |>ower 
and  intensity  ;  is  usually  leninikably  free  from  snlphur  (iron  pyrites)  and  other  impuri- 
ties ;  has  little  or  no  tendency  to  clinker;  is  free  from  the  danger  of  tiring  by  spontane- 
ous combustion — a  great  demderatum  in  stora>:e  and  ocean  transportation  ;  is  iirst-rate 
as  a  ste^am  and  household  fire,  and  it  has  a  partienlar  adaptability  in  tbe  raw  state  to 
the  manufacture  of  iron  in  the  blast -fnrniice,  for  which  purpose  it  is  eagerly  songht  in 
districts  accessible  to  market,  aa  it  makes  a  q^uality  of  iron  which  can  only  be  sar- 
pased  by  the  urn  of  charcoal. 

*  •  «  •  •  «  « 

As  regards  practical  tests  of  this  coal  from  West  Virginia,  tbe  following  is  about  all 
that  has  been  done : 

Mr.  Mendenhall,  of  C.  C.  Mendenhall  «&  Co.,  tried  it,  and  speaks  of  it,  under  date  of 
October  10,  1867,  thus: 

**  We  have  thoronghly  tested  its  quality  for  this  purpose  (a  blast-fnrnaoe  fuel)  in  our 
own  furnace,  near  Wheeling,  with  the  must  satisfactory  results  ;  regarding  it  us  better 
adapted  to  smelling  irop  than  any  known  c<»al  of  the  Alleghany  eoal-tield.  We  used 
Campbells  Creek  aud  Coalbnrg  coals  with  about  equal  results. 

*'The  estimate  in  which  our  fornace-manager  holds  these  coals  is  evidenced  from  the 
fact  that  I  am  authorized  to  contract  for  a  supply  to  be  carried  up  the  Ohio  Kiver  to 
Wheeling,  for  use  in  our  furnace  there.*' 

Coalburg  splint  has  also  been  used  in  the  furnaces  at  Iron  ton,  on  the  Ohio;  but 
they,  as  well  as  Wheeling,  stopped  their  orders  several  years  ago  because,  on  account 
of  the  uncertainty  of  tbe  navi>!ation  of  tbe  Ohio  and  Kanawha  rivers,  they  could  not 
get  a  regular  supply  and  had  to  keep  large  stocks  on  hand. 

This  stoppage,  I  should  mention,  was  before  tbe  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  was 
completed. 

The  Kenton  Furnace,  of  Newport,  Ky.,  up  to  187:^,  bad  used  some  10,000  tons  of  Camp- 
bell's Creek  splint,  mixing  it  with  an  equal  amouut  of  Connellsville  cuke.  Of  this  mix- 
ture it  took  If  tons  to  make  one  tou  of  iron. 

The  following  table  shows  the  analyse*^  of  various  West  Virginia  splint-coals.  For 
the  purpose  of  comparison  there  is  also  added  the  block-coal  of  Indiana  and  the  Ma- 
honing Valley,  Ohio,  the  Pittsburgh  coal,  and  two  of  the  best  iron-making  coals  i.f 
Great  Britain. 


Locality. 


Campbeirs  Creek,  Kanawha 

Coal iiu rg  4-foot  seam,  Kaoa wba 

CoaibarK  main  seam.  Kanawha 

PaiDt  Creek  Mines,  Kanawha 

Kelly's  Creek,  Kanawha 

Stephens  Branch,  Wayne 

Tu^i:  Fork,  Wayne 

Tuff  Fork,  Wayne 

Coal  Tftlley  Coal  Company,  npper  16  inches 
of  seMin,  Fayette. 

Briar  Hill,  Ohio 

Htar  Mine. Indiana...! 

Plttebnrffh  Coal , 

CK'de  Splint 

Worsborongh,  Yorkshire 


35.M 
33. 9H 
40:50 
30.13 
37.08 
M.  40 
3-*  74 
36.  G6 
3a.  32 

38.58 
3)i.50 
41.10 
36.80 
48.18 


I 

3 


61.07 
63.61 
56.50 
63.74 
60.93 
611.  10 
61.18 
60.54 
57  20 

63.66 
61.50 
56.90 
59.00 
60.32 


1.91 
1.81 
1.50 
6.13 
3.00 
3..^0 
1.88 
3.&0 
4.30 

1.16 
8.50 
1.00 
4.80 
1.50 


1.88 
8.14 
2.00 


1.70 


0.18 

3.6G 
.150 
1.00 


Chemist. 


Riverside  Iron  Company. 
Riverside  Iron  Company. 
Lerette,  Indiana. 
Doremus,  N.  Y. 
Rogers,  Virginia. 
Wormley,Oliio. 
Taylor,  Ohio. 
Taylor.  Ohio. 
Dwight^W.Va. 

Wormley,  Ohio. 
Levette,  Indiana. 
Levette,  Indiana. 
Mnsket. 
Masket. 
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CAXNEL-COAL. 


Its  principal  development  in  West  Virjirinia  appears  to  be  in  the  area  assiji^ned  to 
epliut-coal,  thoagh  with  more  contracted  boundary-lines,  and  in  this  the  thickest  ex- 
posures yet  observed  are  as  follows : 


Connty. 


Wavne... 

i)o.... 

Do.-.. 
Logan  ... 
Boone  — 

Do... 
KftDawha, 

Do.... 
Fayette... 
NichohM. 


Locality. 


'  Thickness, 


;  Ft.  In. 

La arel  branch  of  Hesekiah,  <<iatorop> '  5     (i 

Brafib  Creok,  (oiitcrop4 S     0 

Cove  Creek,  (outcrop) '  4     fi 

Nine  miles  of  Ga.yandotte,  (outcrop) 3     1 

Workman's  braocb,  (oatcrop) 4      6 

Peytona  Coal  Company,  lower  seam,  faveracel 3     4 

Paint  Creek  Co^l  Company,  (thickest  plaoej 3      4 

Mill  Crook  Coal  Company,  (reported) 4  to  5  a. 

Canneltou  Cnal  Company,  (average) '  3      6 

Little  Elk  of  Gauley,  (outcrop) 4     0 


Cannelton  cannel,  Fayette  Connty,  yielded  by  the  treatment  of  the  Union  Oil  Com- 
pany 2  gallons  per  bushel,  or  56  gallons  per  ton.  This  in  really  not  the  full  yield,  for 
when  the  retorts  were  taken  up  the  present  company  found  tbere  had  been  consider- 
able waste  and  lec^age.  Two  companies  on  Paint  Creek,  and  one  on  Mill  Creek,  Ka- 
nawha County,  formerly  distilled  oil  from  this  mineral.  They  were  stopped  chiefly  on 
account  of  the  war,  and  have  not  resumed  operations  since,  partly  from  lack  of  capital, 
but  mainly  from  the  discoveries  of  the  cheaper  petroleam.  There  are  now  no  oll-work:i 
of  this  class  in  operation  in  the  Stato. 

The  chief  value  of  this  coal  is  as  a  gas-producer.  For  this  purpose  that  from  West 
Virginia  has  no  superior  in  America.  The  only  two  mines  in  operation  within  our 
bordersi  at  this  date  are  the  Cannelton  Coal  Comp.iuy,  on  the  Kanawha,  and  the  Pey- 
tona Coal  Company,  on  Coal  River.  The  quotations  for  their  article  are  higher,  with- 
out an  exception,  in  all  markets  that  they  reach,  than  any  other  fuel  mined  in  the 
United  States. 


County. 

Locality. 

1 

i 
1 

> 

i 

no 

1&5 

u 

IB 

is 

Chemist. 

Boone 

Peytona 

41.0 
23.5 

46.0 
58.0 

13,200 
15,085 

32.06 
45.6 

Manhattan  Gas- Light 
Company.  New  York. 

Manhattan  (ias-Lif;ht 
Company,  New  York. 

Fayette 

Canndton 

The  following  tables  show  the  quotations  of  the  chief  West  Virginia  coals  in  the 
principal  eastern  and  western  markets  to  which  they  are  carried. 

For  the  sake  of  comparison  their  greatest  rivals  from  other  States  are  also  added. 
The  prices  are  taken  from  the  quotations  given  in  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Jonr> 
nal  on  the  first  Saturday  of  each  of  the  six  months  ending  April,  1876. 
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NEW  YORK. 

jrholeaale  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds f  alongside. 


Coal. 


TVe-ftmorHand  and  Penn 

YoniEbiogheny,  Waverly  Coanty 

Uespard 

Murphy's  Run 

PainnoDt 

Newbnrgorrel 

Red  Bank  cannel 

Stnitsville  caoDel 

Cannelton  cannol 

Peytona  cannel 

CaaneltoD  splint 


State. 


Pennsylvania... 
PenDHvlvaiiia  .. 
West  Virifinia.. 
West  Virjrfnia . . 
West  Virginia.. 
WestVirRinla.. 
Pennsylvania . . . 

Ohio 

West  Virginia . . 
West  Viiffinia.- 
West  Virginia . . 


a 


•6  50 
6  m 
6  50 

6  :>o 

6  50 
6  50 
8  50 

10  00 

11  00 
11  50 

6  50 


p 

I 


16  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
fi  50 
8  .50 

10  00 
IL  00 

11  OO 
6  50 


I 


I 


10  50 
10  50 
6  UO 


$6  00 

|«00 

5  75 

5  75 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  CO 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

850 

8  50 

10  50 

10  50 

6  00 


RICHMOND,   VIRGINU. 

Wholesale  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds  on  shipboard. 


Coal. 


Kanawha  oannel 

Coslbnrg  splint 

LewiHtou  splint 

Kanawha  gas 

New  River  bitoniinons . . 
Clover  Hill,  Jamea  River 
Bltamluons 


State. 


West  Virginia . . 
West  Virginia . . 
West  Virginia.. 
West  Virginia.. 
West  Virginia.. 

Virginia 

Virginia  


1 

1 

i 

$19  00 

1 

1 

$12  00 

$12  00 

19  00 

99  00 

4  90 

4  75 

4  75 

4  75 

4  75 

4  90 

4  75 

4  75 

4  75 

4  75 

4  50 

4  SO 

4  SO 

4  50 

4  ^0 

4  5U 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

425 

4  25 

4  25 

4  00 

4  00 

3  30 

a  30 

3  30 

3  30 

3  30 

< 

$9  00 
4  75 
4  75 
4  50 
4  50 
4  00 
3  30 


CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

Wholesale  per  hushelf  afloat. 


Coal. 


Ynnzhiogheny 
Pittsburgh.... 

Pomeniy 

Kaiiawna 


Pennsylvania . 
Pennsylvania . 

Ohio 

West  Virginia 


Centi. 

10 

10 

8 

10 


1 

i 
1 

1 

1 

Omt8. 

Cents. 

Cknta. 

OenU. 

10 

9 

74 

n 

10 

9 

7i 

7* 

8 

6 

5 

5 

10 

10 

7* 

7* 

< 


Cents. 


LOUISVILLE,  KENTUCKY. 

Retail  per  bushel. 


Coal. 


Plttaburgh 

Raynioml  City 

Pine  Hill 

Peytona  cannel 


State. 


Pennsylvania . 
West  Virginia 

Kentnoky 

Weat  Virginia 


§ 
I 


Cmt$. 

14 

13 

13 

20  to  82 


i 


Cents. 

14 

13 

13 

80toS2 


I 


Centi. 

14 

13 

13 

20  to  82 


CsnU. 

14 

13 

13 

20  to  92 


Genu. 

14 

13 

13 

20  to  82 


-1 


CsnU. 
12 
II 
13 

90  to  22 
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Kanawha  County. — As  far  as  examiDations  have  gone,  only  tbe  north  western  half  of 
this  county  can  lay  claim  to  iron-ore.  Those  exposures  that  have  been  observed  are, 
a  2-foot  bed  in  the  hills  across  Elk  River,  opposite  Cbarieston,  from  which  tlie  Ka- 
nawha Iron  Company,  whose  furnace  is  now  building,  expects  to  draw  a  portion  of  its 
supplies;  a  bed  2  foHt  2  inches  thick  1^  miles  up  Campbell's  Creek,  of  a  brown  oxide, 
lying  just  above  the  Black  Flint  Ledi^e.  It  has,  however,  a  good  deal  of  sand  in  it, 
and  would  have  to  be  mixed  with  other  and  richer  ores*for  furnace  use. 

A  seam  on  the  Davis  Creek  side  of  the  dividing  ridge  between  that  stream  and  Rush 
Creek  was  opened  some  15  or  20  years  ago  with  the  intention  of  starting  a  small  fur- 
nace, but  the  idea  was  abandoned.  It  is  2^  feet  thick  according  to  the  recollection  of 
General  L.  Raft'ner,  and  is  on  the  Black  Flint.    It  is,  therefore,  the  same  bed  as  the  last. 

The  ore  that  is  still  lying  about  is  a  siliceous  brown  oxide  containing  some  '.10  or  35 
per  cent,  of  iron.  It  would  mix  well  with  the  richer  ores  of  Virginia.  Lower  down 
I)avis  Creek  several  workable  seams  of  carbonate  of  iron  or  the  results  of  its  decompo- 
sition are  re}>orted,  an  analysis  by  O.  N.  Stoddard,  of  Worcester  University,  Ohio,  of 
one  80  feet  above  the  Mahoning  sandstone,  giving — 

Iron  . '. ....  34.927 

Carbonate  lime 9.400 

Carbonate  magnesia 2. 450 

Siliceous  matter 15.400 

Alumina 4.210 

Manganese 2.900 

Sulphur 0.243 

Loss  of  water  by  drying. 0.400 

Loss  of  combined  matter  by  ignition 27.800 

Loss 2.270 


100.  000 


This  sliows  that  after  the  ore  is  ro;isted  and  the  28.2  p  »r  cent,  of  water  and  combinep 

matter  are  driven  off,  the  remaining  mass  will  contain  48.6  per  cent,  of  metallic  iron. 

«  «  «  «  «  »  * 

Greenbrier  County. — On  Howard's  Creek,  within  4  or  5  miles  of  the  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  iron-ore  of  fair  quality  and  apparently  in  large  quantities  has  lately  been  dis- 
covered, and  on  Anthony's  Creek  thefossilif^ronsand  block  ores  make  their  appearance. 
At  the  point  of  observation  the  fossil  ore  was  9  inches  thick,  but  the  block  ore  has 
been  opened  at  two  places,  each  showing  7  feet. 

It  inclines  at  a  good  angle  for  mining.  A  bluff  ore  also  shows  i^'self  at  nnmerons 
l>oints  in  large  masses.  (R^^pnrt  of  T.  S.  Ri<lgeway  on  tlie  minerals  along  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Railroad.)    Analyses  of  several  of  these  ores,  by  J.  B.  Britton,  show : 

Fossil  ore 52.23  per  cent.  iron. 

Pipe 61.75  per  cent.  iron. 

Hematite  ore 57.17  per  cent.  iron. 

Bluflore 36.69  per  cent.  iron. 

«  •  «  «  «  •  • 

SALT. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  Ap^-il  5, 1876. 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  send  you  herewith  some  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  early  history,  subsequent  developments',  and  present  condition  of  the  salt 
manufacture  and  salt  interest  of  Kiuawha  and  Mason  Counties,  and  of  West  Virginia 
generally. 
Hoping  that  the  paper  may  in  80Jn»i  degree  furnish  the  information  you  desire, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

J.  P.  Hale. 
Prof.  M.  F.  Maury. 

Rich  as  is  West  Virginia  in  coal,  iron,  timber,  &c.,  she  is  scarcely  less  rich  in  that 
indispensable  necessity  to  human  health  and  comfort  and  to  animal  life,  common  salt. 
Fossil  or  rock-salt  has  not  been  found  in  the  State,  but  salt  brines  of  greater  or  lets 
strength  and  in  greater  or  less  abundance  are  found  by  artesian  borings  at  greater  or 
less  depth  throughoat  the  Appala<;hian  coal-field,  which  underlies  the  greater  portion 
of  our  State. 

The  strength  of  these  brines  varies  in  different  localitieK,  and  in  different  wells  in 
the  same  locality  ;  the  range  may  be  stated  at  say  6^  to  12°  by  the  salometer,  Baume 
scale,  (distilled  water  being  0^,  saturation  25^,)  but  the  average  strength  of  the  brines 
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from  whicli  salt  is  dow  made  is  about  8°  to  10°.  The  value  of  these  brines  depends 
of  coarse  apon  their  location  as  regards  accessibility  and  cheap  transportation  of  the 
prodacts  to  market,  as  well  as  the  convenient  proximity  of  cheap  coal  for  fuel  and 
timber  for  barrels. 

Only  locations  on  the  navigable  rivers  or  lines  of  railways  at  present  fulfill  these 
indications,  but  as  population  inore»«es»  and  new  routes  of  travel  and  traffic  are  opened 
up,  it  is  probable  that  new  salt-manufacturing  localities  will  be  developed. 

The  principal  points  at  which  salt  has  been  manufactured  in  the  State  are  Charleston, 
on  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  from  West  Columbia  to  Hartford  City,  on  the  Ohio  River ; 
at  Balltowu,  on  the  Little  Kanawha ;  at  Louisa,  on  the  Big  Sandy ;  in  Mercer  County, 
on  New  River ;  near  Birch,  of  £lk  River,  (at  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek  on  Elk,  Au- 
thors,) and  at  a  few  other  less  important  pointi*,  on  a  very  small  scale,  for  local  use.  At 
present,  owing  to  the  greater  facility  of  reaching  the  markets  of  the  great  West  by 
cheap  water-transportation  and  the  advantages  of  cheap  fuel,  salt  is  only  manufac- 
tured on  a  commercial  scale  near  Charleston,  on  the  Great  Kanawha,  and  in  Mason 
County  on  the  Ohio. 

Salt-works,  Mason  County,  West  Virginia. 


Name  of  furnace. 


Kew  Haven 

Hartford  City 

Star 

Valley  City 

Jackson 

Oerman 

Hope    

Mai»on  City 

Bedford 

Cllftim 

Bnrniin,  or  Qaaker  City 

New  Castle 

West  Colombia 

Actual  capacity 

Actually  made  in  1875 


I 


Buthdi. 
300,000 
300.000 
335,000 
350.000 

aoo.ooo 

350,000 
350,000 
335,000 
300. 000 
300.000 
150.000 
S.'SO.OOO 
300,000 


3, 700, 000 
3,500,000 


5 


Feet 
1,300 
1. 1.50. 60 
1,150.60 
1. 18.5. 35 
1, 130. 30 
1, 180. 30 
1,  130.  30 
1, 130.  30 
1, 150 
1,150 
1,150 
1,155 
1, 135u  40 


Owners'  names. 


?  Hartford  City  Coal  and  Salt  Com- 
i         pany,  1, 100  acres  of  coal-land. 

Valley  City  Coal  and  Salt  Company. 

V.B.Horton,1r. 

German  Salt  Company. 

Hope  Salt  Company. 

Mason  City  Salt  Company. 

Bedford  Salt  Company. 

Not  rnnnin^. 

Not  running. 

Not  runninic. 

Not  ranning. 


The  Kanawha  salt-works  are  situated  in  Kanawha  County  on  the  Kanawha  River 
commencing  about  3  miles  above  Charleston  aud  extending  up  the  river  for  several 
miles  on  both  sides. 

From  the  2,000  or  3,000  or  4,000  bushels  per  month  of  the  earlier  furnaces,  the  pro- 
duction has  been  increased  to  20,000,  30,000  or  40,000  bushels  per  month.  The  writer's 
furnace,  Snow  Hill,  has  made  in  one  year,  independent  of  all  stoppages,  delays,  &c., 
420,000  bushels,  the  largest  single  month's  run  being  41,000  bushels.  This  furnace  has 
20,000  square  feet  of  evaporating  cistern-surface,  and  over  1,300  square  feet  of  metal' 
pan  fumace-surface.  About  1,200  bushels  of  coal  per  day  are  consumed  in  the  furnace 
proper  and  abont  300  more  for  engines,  houses,  and  other  purposes. 

How  far  this  will  be  exceeded  in  the  future  remains  to  be  seen.  The  same  progress 
has  occurred  in  freighting  salt  as  in  the  manufacture. 

In  the  days  of  Elisha  Brooks,  the  peighbors  took  the  salt  from  the  kettles  in  their 
pocket  handkerchiefs,  tin-buckets,  or  pillow-cases.  Later,  it  was  taken  in  meal-bags, 
on  pack-horses  and  pack-saddles. 

The  first  shipment  west  by  river  was  in  1803,  in  tubs,  boxes,  and  hogsheads,  floated 
on  a  raft  of  logs.  Next  came  small  flat-boats,  50  to  75  feet  long  and  10  to  18  feet  wide, 
run  by  hand,  and  in  which  salt  was  shipped  in  barrels.  These  boats  increased  in  size 
up  to  160  feet  or  more  long  and  24  to  25  teet  wide,  and  carried  1,800  to  2,200  barrels  of 
salt. 

These  boats  were  all  run  by  hand,  at  a  great  risk,  and  although  the  Kanawha  boat- 
men were  the  best  in  the  world,  the  boats  and  cargoes  were  not  unfrequoutly  sunk, 
entailing  heavy  loss  npon  the  owners  of  the  salt.  The  late  Col.  Andrew  Donnally 
used  to  ask,  when  he  heard  of  one  of  his  boats  sinking,  whether  any  of  the  boatmen 
were  drowned;  if  not,  he  contended  it  was  not  a  fair  sink.  But  all  this  is  now  done 
away  with.    Salt  is  now  shipped  eastward  by  rail,  and  to  the  nearer  westward  markets 

21  B 
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by  daily  and  weekly  steamboat  packets,  and  to  the  most  distant  markets  by  tow-boats 
and  barges.  A  tow-boat  will  now  take  8,000  to  15,000  barrels  at  a  trip,  landing  them  at 
Loaisviue,  Evausville,  Nashv^ille,  Memphis,  Saint  Loais,  or  elsewhere. 

Id  the  matter  of  paoksj^es,  no  change  has  occurred  hore  since  the  first  use  of  barrels, 
the  principal  change  beinff  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  cooperage. 
Our  neighbors  in  Mason  County  ship  some  salt  in  bulk  and  some  in  ba^,  but  the 
larger  portion  in  barrels.    Kanawha  uses  barrels  exclusively. 

We  use  two  sizes,  2^  pounds  and  350  pounds,  net  salt,  respectively. 

The  pork-packiog  trade  takes  the  larger  size,  and  the  rer>ail  trade  the  smaller,  chiefly. 

These  barrels  are  made  of  white-oak  staves  and  hickory  hoops,  and  it  is  believed  that 
nothing  cheaper  or  better  can  be  devised  for  salt  paoks^ges. 

They  are  cheaper  than  bags,  more  convenient  to  handle,  more  convenient  to  store, 
stand  rougher  usages,  and  more  exposure  to  i;he  weather.  Markets  having  choice  of  salt 
in  bags  or  barrels  generally  prefer  the  barrels. 

The  cost  of  manufacturing  salt  on  the  Kanawha  varies,  of  course,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  varying  price  of  living,  labor,  and  supplies.  It  also  varies  with  the  particular 
furnace,  according  to  size  and  the  greater  or  less  advantages  which  it  possesses.  The 
larger  the  furnace,  other  things  being  equal,  the  cheaper  it  will  make  salt.  The  general 
superintendence  and  management  of  a  large  furnace  costs  very  little,  if  any,  more  than 
for  a  small  onn,  and  a  given  quantity  of  coal  will  make  more  salt  on  a  large  furnace 
than  a  small  one. 

The  best  furnace  will  make  100  bushels  of  salt  with  80  to  90  bushels  of  coal.  A  good 
average  result  is  a  bushel  of  salt  for  a  bushel  of  coal,  and  the  least  economical  consume 
about  125  bushels  of  coal  per  100  bushels  of  salt. 

Some  of  the  furnaces  mine  their  own  .coal,  and  some  buy  fine  or  nut  coal  from  mines 
that  are  shipping  coal.  Even  the  best  furnaces  do  not  use  coal  at  all  economically  or 
to  the  best  advantage.    There  is  in  this  respect  great  room  for  improvement. 

The  cost  of  coal,  delivered  at  the  furnaces,  ranges  from  2f  to  4  cenrs  per  bushel. 
The  present  cohI  of  barrels'is  25  to  28  cents  for  the  smaller  size  and  26  to  32  cents  for 
the  larger.  The  cost  of  common  day-labor  is  $1  to  |1.25  per  day.  Coal-miners  get  2 
cents  per  bushel. 

The  cost  of  prod ncing  salt  at  these  figures  may  be  stated  at  6  to  11  cents  per  bushel 
in  bulk,  or  13  to  16  ceurs  in  barrels,  ready  for  shipment. 

The  preseut  cost  of  boring  a  salt-well  here,  say,  1,000  feet,  after  engine,  well-frame, 
^c,  are  re-*dy,  is  Sl}200  to  $1,500.  The  time  neonss-^ry  to- bore  and  ream  it  complete  is 
60  to  90  days.  The  cost  of  a  salt  furnace  complete  depends  upon  size,  &c.,  and  varies 
within  wide  limits.    It  may  be  stated  roughly  at  $40,000  to  $100,000. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  couMime  more  salt  th<*u  those  of  any  other  country, 
the  estimated  avt^rage  consumptiou  being  one  bushel  of  50  pounds  per  capita  far  the 
entire  population. 

The  great  western  markets,  where  our  product  goes,  consume  even  more  largely  than 
the  general  a^'erage.  as  this  is  the  largest  pork-packing  region  on  the  globe.  This  por- 
tion of  the  country,  is  rapidly  increasing  in  population  and  as  rapidly  in  its  meat-crop 
and  salt-consumption. 

It  is  well  known  to  chemists  that  salt  is  a  valuable  fertilizer  on  most  soils  for  wheat, 
cotton,  ^rass,  potatoes,  turnips,  and  other  crops;  and  as  an  ingredient  in  compound 
manure  it  has  a  wide  range  of  value.  It  is  ofbf  n  recommended  by  the  highest  author- 
ities, bi^t  Hs  yet  very  little  is  so  ust-d  in  this  country.  When  agriculture  gets  to  be  bet- 
ter understood  and  practiced,  and  agricultural  people  uoderMtand  their  interests  better, 
a  largH  demand  and  consumption  will  doubtless  be  developed  in  that  direction. 

The  most  important  and  prospectively  promising  development  in  the  manufacture  of 
salt  bere  i-*  its  probable  use  on  a  large  acale  in  the  manufacture  of  alkalies  and  other 
chemicals  having  salt  as  a  basis  or  important  constituent. 

With  a  pcpulaiion  of  40,000,000,  and  covering  the  greater  part  of  a  continent,  it  is 
an  a  tonishing  fact  that  our  last  census  does  not  report  a  single  soda-ash  works  iu 
operation  in  the  United  Starts,  while  the  official  returns  show  the  importation  of  these 
onemicals  into  the  country  to  be  enormously  large. 

In  1872  the  importation  <>f  soda-asb,  canstic  soda,  &c.,  was  over  100,000  tons;  in  1873, 

118,000  tons:  in  1874, 140,000  t«>ns:  in  1875, tons. 

»  #  «  ,        •  »  •  » 

All,  or  nearly  all,  of  our  supply  of  these  chemicals  eomes  from  Great  Britain.  Offi- 
oial  reports  of  1870,  giving  the  operations  of  1869,  will  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  and 
importance  of  the  manufacture  in  that  country. 

iu  that  year  the  manufactories  there  consumed  10,184,000  bushels  of  salt ;  26,908,000 
bushels,  or  961,000  tons,  of  coal ;  281,000  tons  of  limestone  and  chalk ;  264,000  tons  of 
pyrites;  8,300  tons  of  nitrate  of  soda,  and  33,000  tons  of  timber  for  casks. 

The  manufacture,  I  am  told,  has  largely  increased  since  1869,  but  I  have-not  seen 
official  reports  of  a  later  date. 

Is  there  any  smfflcient  reason  why  this  manufacture  should  be  so  neglected  and  ig- 
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ilored  in  this  country  t  On  tbe  contrary,  tfae  advantages  are  so  great  and  so  palpable, 
tbat  it  18  difflonit  to'nnderstand  wby  capital  and  enterprise  have  not  been  enlisted  in 
it.  To  illustrate,  compare  tbe  conditions  of  manufacture  at  Newcastle-on-tbe-Tyne« 
tbe  seat  of  the  largest  manufacture  in  England,  and  what  they  would  be  on  the  Ka- 
nawha. 

The  Newcastle  manufacturer  buys  his  salt  in  Cheshire,  and  transports  it  several 
hundred  miles  by  rail.  He  buys  his  coal  from  neighboring  collieries,  paying  railway 
transportation  on  that  to  bis  works.  His  pyrites  and  manganese  come  from  Spain,  and 
his  timber  for  casks  from  Canada  or  Norway. 

When  the  chemicals  are  made,  he  sends  them  to  Liverpool  or  Glasgow  by  rail  for 
American  shipment,  thence  by  steamers  to  New  York,  paying  ocean  freight,  insurance, 
and  Government  duty.  At  New  York  he  pays  commission,  cartage,  &c.,  and  thence 
railroad  freight  to  the  western  markets,  say  to  Pittsburgh,  Saint  Louis,  &c. 

Per  contra,  the  Kanawha  manufacturer  would  have  salt  and  coal  at  his  doors,  at  a 
small  margin  over  producer's  cost,  if  he  did  not  prodnce  them  himself  at  actual  cost. 
On  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  accessible,  cheap,  and  convenient, 
are  inexhaustible  mines  and  beds  of  superior  pyrites,  manganese,  and  limestone,  and 
timber  of  tbe  finest  qualities  abounds  throughout  the  region  and  is  extremely  cheap. 

The  product,  when  ready,  could  be  rolled'  from  one  door  of  the  factory  into  boats  or 
barges,  and  in  a  short  time,  by  cheap  water- transportation,  be  landed  at  these  same 
large  western  consuming  markets  from  Pittsburg  to  Saint  Loui8,  inclusive,  or  from 
the  opposite  door  of  the  factory,  on  the  cars  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  for 
early  delivery  into  any  of  the  eastern  cities. 

It  will  be  readily  seen,  I  thiuk,  that  the  advantages  are  greatly  in  favor  of  the 
American  manufacture,  and  especially  at  Kanawha,  where  there  are  probably  more 
advantages  combined  than  at  any  other  poiut  in  the  country. 

With  cheap  salt,  cheap  coal,  cheap  snlphurets,  cheap  manganese,  cheap  limestone, 
cheap  timber,. cheap  labor,  and  cheap  transportation,  there  is  nothing  lacking  but 
capital  to  make  the  Kanawha  the  Tyne  of  America.  Wesc  Virginia  should  at  least 
supply  soda-asb,  caustic-soda,  and  bleaching-powder  to  the  great  chemical-consuming 
markets  of  the  West,  so  near  and  cheaply  accessible  to  us,  if  nor.  indeed  to  the  whole 
continent,  thus  saving  to  tbe  consumers  millions  of  dollars  of  extra  cost  for  the  foreign 
article. 

Glass-works,  soap-factories,  paper-mills,  &c.,  might  with  advantage  be  located  here 
convenient  to  salt  and  chemical  supplies.  The  products  of  these  establishments  would, 
of  course,  have  the  same  advantages  of  cheaply  reaching  the  great  consuming  and 
rapidly-growing  markets  of  tbe  West. 

The  Great  Kanawha  coal-field,  within  which  lies  the, Kanawha  salt  basin,  is  one  of 
the  finest  known  coal-fields  in  the  world.  We  have  coal  of  the  finest  qualities — ^splint, 
bituminous,  and  cannel ;  hard-block  coal,  suitable  for  iron-making ;  soft,  rich  coal  for 
gas;  good  cukiug-coal,  steam  coal,  and  graie-coal.  Onr  caonel-coals,  for  parlor  use  or 
gas-making,  are  unexcelled.  Iron-ores,  carbonates  of  the  coal  formation,  are  found 
throughout  the  region  ;  red  and  brown  hema  ites  and  specular  ores  are  cheaply  access- 
ible by  rail;  and  black  land  of  a  superior  quality  is  found  here  in  large  abuodance. 

As  a  timber  region,  especially  for  the  bard  woods,  this  can  hardly  be  excelled  on  the 
continent. 

The  distinctive  characteristics  of  Kanawh  *  §alt  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

1.  It  has  a  more  lively,  pungent,  and  pleasant  taste,  as  a  table-salt,  than  any  other 
known. 

2.  It  is  the  only  commercial  salt  that  is  absolutely  free  from  sulphate  of  lime. 

3.  It  does  not,  under  any  conditions  of  climate  and  weather,  cake  or  crust  on  the 
surface  of  the  meat,  but  penetrates  it  and  cures  it  thoroughly  to  the  bone,  so  that  in 
large  pork-paeking  establishments  in  Cincinnati  and  elsewhere  it  is  found  to  save 
meat  in  very  unfavorable  weather,  where  with  any  other  salt  known  or  used  the  meat 
would  have  been  ixgured. 

4.  On  account  of  its  pungency  and  penetrating  qualities  a  less  quantity  of  it  will 
suffice  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used,  whether  table,  dairy,  grazing,  or 
packing. 

Certificates  from  numerous  western  firms  show  tbat  the  Mason  County  salt  quotes 
with  this,  though  at  the  same  price  consumers  prefer  tbat  from  tbe  Kanawha  wells. 

There  are  in  this  salt  district  about  l*iO  aalr-we  Is,  ail  told.  Somi  of  th^se,  being 
ijiferior,  have  been  abandoued.  and  will  probably  never  be  used  a^^ain.  Orhers  are 
good  wells,  the  furnaces  connected  with  which  have  been  dismantled  by  '^ dead-rents" 
or  other  causea.    These  furnaces  may  be  rebuilt  and  restarted. 

The  good  wells,  if  all  run,  would  supply  brine  for  about  5.000,000  bushels  of  salt  per 
year.    Each  furnace  requires  3  to  5  wells. 

There  are  at  present  10  furnaces  here,  of  which  the  following  is  a  list,  with  name  of 
owner  and  capacity. 
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The  Afifrtegikte  capacity  is  about  2,500,000  bushels  per  year,  if  all  were  run  full 
time.  Two  of  the  furnaces,  however,  are  not  in  repair,  and  some  others  that  had  been 
idle  have  only  recently  been  repaired,  so  that  the  product  of  1875  was  very  small. 

List  of  Kanatvha  salirfurnaces. 


Name  of  fomace. 

Name  of  owner. 

Prodnctive 
capacity. 

Remarks. 

Dftnifll Boone...... 

"W.  B.  Brooks 

Bwhelf. 
300,000 
980.000 
4i20,000 
230,000 
180,  OOO 
210,000 
160,000 
840,000 
240,000 
240,900 

Crittenden 

"W.  D.  Shrewaberry 

Not  in  repair.  ■ 

Snow  Hill 

J.P.Hale 

J.  D.  Lie  wis 

^^aflhinclon  ....................... 

Not  in  repair.    . 

General  L.  Rnffner 

Qiiincy ^ 

J.  Q.  Dickinson 

SaminiE SDrinflr 

Mrs.  R.  Tonlpklns 

Alclen.... - 

Mrs.  S.  Dickinson 

Liorena 

Splint  Coal  Company 

Kenton 

Splint  Coal  Company 

Total 

S.  500. 000 

.....^ 

Statement  showing  the  production  of  salt  in  Kanawha. 


Date. 

Bashels  per 
year. 

Date. 

Bashels  per 
year. 

1797 

(*) 
(t) 

600,000 

787, 000 

863,542 

989,758 

906.132 

956,814 

1, 029, 207 

1, 2«8,  873 

1, 702, 956 

1. 960.  583 

1,  762,  410 

1,880,415 

1,811:,  076 

1, 393, 217 

1,  419, 205 

1,  443, 645 

1, 919, 389 

2. 197,  887 

1,  874,  919 
2. 578.  499 
3, 224,  786 
2, 690, 087 
2,876.010 

2,  951,  492 

1850 ." 

3, 142, 100 

1808 

1851 

2,  k62.  676 

1814 

1852.  r 

2, 741, 570 

1827 

1853 

2,  T2S,  910 

1828 

1854 

2,233,862 

1829 

1855 

1, 493, 548 

1830 

1856 

1,264,049 

1831 

1857 

1, 266, 749 

1832 

1858 

1833 

1859 

1834 

I860 

1835 

1861  

^  No  records. 

1836 

1862 

1837 

1863 : 

.1 

1838 

1864 

1,300,991 

1839 

1865 

861,  973 

1840 

1866 

1, 275, 017 

1841 

1867 

1868 

1869 

1,  321,  Q^ 

1843 

1, 528, 282 

1843 

1,822,430 

1844 

1870 

1, 721, 903 

1845 ; 

18n 

1846 

1872 

1847 

1873 

>  No  records. 

1848 

1K74 

1849 

1875\ 

967,465 

*  150  pounds  per  day. 


1 25  bushels  per  day. 


CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OP  EVENTS  AND  INCIDENTS  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  KANAWHA  SALT 

INTKItEST. 

1753. — ^Indians  made  salt  at  the  Kanawha  salt-springs.    Reported  by  Mrs.  Mary  Injuries, 

then  a  captive. 
1774. — Walter  Kelley  and  family  first  white  s'^ttlers  in  Kanawha  Valley* 
1775. — General  Washinj^n  reserved  from  his  lands  and  gave  to  the  public  the  Kanawha 

Bnming  Spring. 
1785. — John  Dickenson  'located"  the  Kanawha  salt-sprin^^. 
1790.— (Before  and  after.)  Daniel  Boone  lived  here  opposite  the  salt-spring. 
1794. — ^Joseph  Rnffner  purchased  the  salt-spring,  and  in  1795  moved  to  Kanawha. 
1797. — Elisha  Brooks  put  up  a  kettle-furnace,  made  150  pounds  of  salt  per  day,  and 

sold  it  at  8  to  10  cents  per  pound. 
1806. — David  and  Joseph  Ruffner  commenced  to  bore  the  first  salt- well. 
180d.— Some  parties  started  their  kettle-furnace,  made  ^  bushels  per  day,  and  sold  it 

for  4  cents  per  pound. 
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1808.— -William  Whittaker,  Tobias  Raffner,  Andrew  Donnelly,  and  others,  followed, 

borinf^  wells  and  building  furnaces. 
180S. — ^First  salt  shpped  west  by  river  in  tubs  and  boxes  on  a  log-raft  and  in  canoes. 
1810-'12. — The  late  Tom  Ewing,  of  Ohio,  boiled  salt  and  studied  law  and  Latin  here. 
1815. — First  gas- well  struck  by  Captain  James  Wilson. 
1816. — First  Hteamboat  evt^r  iu  Kanawha,  called  ihe  Eliza. 
1817. — Coal  first  used  iu  salt-making. 

1817. — ^The  first  Kanawha  salt  company,  "Steele,  Donnally  &  Steele." 
1822. — Highest  water  ever  kuown  *in  Kaoawha  to  that  time. 
1822.— Second  salt  company,  "  William  &  Robert  M.  Steele." 
1827. — Lewis  Ruffaer  and  Frederick  Brooks  introduced  the  first  steam-engine  to  pump 

salt-water. 
1827.— Third  salt  company,  "Armstrong,  Grant  &  Co." 
183Q. — F.  Brooks  liid  the  iirst  wooden  tramway  to  haul  coal, 
lail.— Billy  Morris  invented  the  *'  slips." 
1833.— Fourth  salt  company,  *'  Donnally,  Beam  &  Co." 
1834. — Col.  B.  H.  Smith  brought  trom  the  Norfolk  navy-yard  model  for  keyed-clamped 

cistern. 
1835. — George  Patrick  invented  steam  evaporation  in  salt-making. 
1835.— Lewis  Ruttuer  built  the  firat  keyed  cistern  (20  by  7  feet)  and  put  a  cast-iron 

pipe  through  it.  t 

1836.— Fifth'salt  company,  "Hewitt,  Ruffner  &  Co." 
1841.— John  D.  Lewis  first  used  steam  uuder  copper  pans  fqr  making  salt. 
1841. — Frederick  Brooks  first  used  copper  pipes  aud  steam  through  cisterns, 
1843. — Big  Burniug  Spring  gas-well  struck^ 

1849. — Williams  and  Stevens  bored  and  built  first  furnace  on  the  Ohio. 
1851. — Sixth  salt  company,  "Ruff'uer,  Donnally  &  Co." 
1856.— Seventh  salt  company,  "  Ruffuer,  Hale  &  Co." 
1856. — Lowest  water  ever  known  on  the  Kanawha  and  Ohio  rivers. 
1856-7.— Coldest  winter  and  Jongest  freeze-up  ever  known  here. 
^1861.— Disastrous  flood  in  river;  the  highest  water  ever  known  here. 
1861-'5.— War. 

1864.— Eighth  salt  company,  "  Kanawha  Salt  Company." 
1872. — The  Cfa^apeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  opened. 

1875.— The  ninth  and  present  salt  company,  '*  The  Kanawha  Salt  Company,"  organized. 
1875. — United  States  Government  commenced  to  improve  the  Kanawha  River  by  locks 

and  dams. 

»  «  •  •  *  «  « 

Limeatotie,  common. 


Coanty. 


Greenbrier 
Do... 
Do.... 
Do.... 


Locality. 


Fort  Spring t 

O11C.&O.K.R 

Blae  Sulphur  Springs. .. 
Mnddj  Creek  Moaniains 


S 

I 


90.11 
93.76 
98.30 

88.64 


II 

I 


9.49 

0.29 
0.00 


I? 

a 

0 


2.02 
1.12 
0.48 
0.12 


II 

p  a 


5.04 
3.92 
0.40 
0.20 


0.34 
0.91 
0.92 
0.44 


ChemiBt. 


J.  B.  Britton. 
C.  E.  Dwight. 
W.  R  Bogera. 
Do. 


In  Greenbrier  County,  near  Ronceverte,  large  deposits  of  an  extremely  hard,  dnr- 
able,  and  handsome  sandstone  occur.  One  is  of  a  gray  color,  and  was  largely  quarried 
and  boated  six  miles  down  the  Greenbrier  River  to  build  the  piers,  &o.,  01  the  railroad- 
bridge  over  that  stream— rthe  contractors  preferring  to  do  this  to  using  the  stone  nearer 
at  hand.    The  other  is  of  a  chocolate  color,  and  has  a  local  use  for  building  purposes. 

On  the  npper  portion  of  the  Kanawha  River  the  sandstones  of  the  Lower  Coal-Meas- 
nres  furnish  the  materials  for  the  looks  and  dams  now  being  built  by  the  United  States 
Government ;  and  from  the  various  hills  along  irs  line  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road obtained  the  stone  for  the  construction  of  its  bridges,  culverts,  &c.;  while  the 
Mahoning  sandstone  at  Charleston  furnishes  a  beautiful  gray  and  easily- wrought 
trimming  for  many  of  the  houses  of  that  city. 

In  Greenbrier  County,  near  Alvon,  on  Anthony's  Creek,  a  blue  variety  of  excellent 
quality  is  found. 
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Is  to  be  found  mingled  with  the  earth  in  many  of  the  oaves  of  the  limestone  region 
of  Greenbrier^  Monroe,  and  Pocahontas,  and  in  the  first-named  oonnty  has  been  pro- 
onred  from  time  to  time  in  considerable  quantities  from  this  soorce. 


MINERAL  WATEBS. 

West  Virginia  comprises  within  her  southern  and  soatheastern  border  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  celebrated  mineral-spring  plaza,  long  known  as  the  **  spring  region  of  Vir- 
ginia/' and  which  for  the  last  eighty  or  ninety  years  has  been  greatly  resorted  to  by 
the  seekers  of  health  and  pleasure  of  every  great  section  of  the  United  States. 

«  •  •  «  ■  •  •  • 

White  Sulphur  Springs. — ^The  White  Sulphur  Springs,  so  long  famous  amonff  the  min- 
eral waters  of  the  world,  are  in  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  5  miles  west  of  the  crest  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

The  Bed  Sulphur  Springs j  in  the  county  of  Monroe^  40  miles  south  from  the  White 
Sulphur,  have  been  known  and  distinguished  as  a  watering-place  for  more  than  60 

years.  ' 

«  .        «  •  *  «  •  « 

The  Salt  Sulphur  'Springs,  near  Union,  in  Monroe  County,  afford  a  valuable  mineral- 
water. 

•  •  •       '     •       «  •  •  • 

In  addition  to  the  springs  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
indeed  in  every  great  section  of  it,  mineral-fountains  that  are  well  worthy  of  public 
attention. 

Among  these  are  the  Blue  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Greenbrier  County,  once  a  place  of 
mnch  resort  and  an  excellent  mineral-water,  and  Guinn's  Springs,  in  Fayette  County, 
near  the  mouth  of  Lick  Creek.  ' 


TRANSPORTATION. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  transportation  companies  now  in  operation : 

•  »  -•  «  «  «  # 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad. — In  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  with  its  eastern 
terminus  on  tide- water  at  Richmond,  Va.,  and  its  western  at  Huntington,  on  the  Ohio 
River.  It  passes  through  the  counties  of  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Summers,  Fayette,  Ka- 
nawha, Putnam,  and  Ca^ll,  having  as  its  principal  stations  the  White  Snlpbur  Springs, 
Lewisburg,  with  Ronceverte  as  the  depot,  3  miles  distant ;  Quionimont  Furnace, 
Kanawha  Falls,  Coalburg,  Charleston,  Saint  Albans,  Barboursvilie,  and  Huntington, 
whence  it  is  160  miles  by  the  Ohio  River  to  Cincinnati. 

Coal  Biver  Bailroad  Company. — To  build  a  railroad  from  Saint  Albans,  in  Kanawha 
County,  up  Coal  River  to  the  Junction  of  the  Marsh  and  Clear  Forks,  in  Raleigh 
County,  to  have  a  branch  running  up  Little  Coal  River  to  Boone  Court-Honse.  Ob- 
jects: To  develop  the  mineral  and  timber  resources  of  Coal  River. 

«  «  »  «  «  «  • 

Gauley  Biver  Railroad  Company. — ^To  build  a  railroad  from  the  month  to  the  head  of 
Gauley  River,  passing  through  Fayette,  Nicholas,  and  Webster,  into  Pocahontas.  Ob- 
jects :  To  develop  the  mineral  and  timber  resources  of  Gauley  River. 

•  •  •  •  •  •   '  « 

New  Biver  Bailroad,  Mining,  and  Manufacturing  Company, — To  build  a  railroad  from 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  at  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  River,  up  New  River 

to  the  State  line. 

«  «  «  .         •  «  «  * 

Paint  Creek  Bailroad  Company, — To  build  a  railroad  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  at  the  mouth  of  Paint  Creek,  up  that  stream,  in  Kanawha  and  Fayette  Coun- 
ties.    Obiecte :  To  develop  the  coal  interests  of  Paint  Creek. 

•  •  »  •  «  •  ft 

West  Virginia  Bailroad  Company. — Beginning  at  or  near  the  month  of  the  ^ig  Sandy 
River,  in  Wayne  County^  their  railroad  will  run  thence  in  an  easterly  direction  to  the 
Kanawha  River,  near  Saint  Albans,  in  Kanawha  County ;  thence  to  Charleston,  at  the 
mouth  of  Elk  River;  thence  up  that  stream  for  150  miles;  thence  northeasterly  to  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Potomac ;  and  thence  down  the  same  to  its  mouth,  passing  through 
the  counties  of  Wayne,  Cabell,  Putnam,  Kanawha,  Clay,  Braxton^  Webetery  Randolph^ 
Pendleton,  Grant,  Hardy,  Hampshire,  and  Morgan. 
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We9t  Vtroinia  Central  Railroad  Company, — From  Charleston,  their  railroad  will  ran  up 
the  Kanawha ;  thence  up  Gauley  to  its  head ;  and  thenoe  throngh  Pocahontas  Connty 
to  Harrisonhnrg  in  Virginia,  passing  through  the  counties  of  Kanawha,  Fayette,  Nich- 
olas, Webster,  and  Pocahontas. 

Great  Kanawha  Biver  is  navigable  all  the  year  round,  except  in  exceptional  cases, 
when  navigation  is  impeded  by  ice,  from  the  Ohio  to  Brownstown,  a  aistance  of  70 
miles.  In  a  good  stage  of  water  we  can  go  up  to  Loup  Creek,  22  miles  higher.  In  low- 
water  only  the  smaller  classes  of  boats  can  rnn.  In  order  to  give  the  enormous  min- 
eral interests  of  this  stream  a  free  exit  to  the  Ohio  all  the  year,  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment is  now  locking  and  damming  it  so  that  6  feet  of  water  cad  always  be  expected. 
From  Maiden,  6  miles  above  Charleston,  there  is  a  weekly,  line  of  boats  to  Cincinnati 
and  a  daily  line  to  Gallipolis,  on  the  Ohio,  and  tri-weekly  connections  with  Parkers- 
burg  and  Cincinnati  packets. 

«  .       «  «  «  •  #  • 

Big  Coal  Biver,  in  Kanawha  and  Boone  Counties,  is  improved  by  locks  and  dams  by 
the  Coal  River  Navigation  Company  to  the  Peytona  Mines,  35  miles  above  its  mouth. 
Many  years  ago  Little  Coal  River,  a  branch  of  Big  Coal,  was  locked  and  dammed  for 
the  first  few  miles  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Marao  Mining  Company,  but  the 
works  have  now  gone  to  ruin,  owing  to  the  suspension  of  the  mines.  This  stream 
oould  be  improved  as  high  as  Boone  Court-House,  which  is  some  40  miles  from  the 
Kanawha. 

Greenbrier  Biver. — The  Saint  Lawrence  Boom  and  Manufacturing  Company,  whose 
boom  and  saw-mills  are  at  Ronceverte,  Greenbrier  Connty,  have  a  charter  to  improv- 
the  navigation  of  this  stream.  The  work  so  far  done  has  been  to  remove  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  lumber  business,  so  that  logs  can  come  down  freely. 

New  Biver.^The  Greenbrier,  New,  and  Kanawha  Rivers  is  the  intended  route  of  the 
James  River  and  Kanawha  Caual  from  Richmond,  Va.,  to  the  Ohio  River.  The  gap 
still  left  for  completion  between  this  last  point  and  Buchanan,  on  the  James  River,  in 
Virginia,  is  207  miles. 

Gauley  Biver. — In  1872  a  charter  was  granted  the  Gauley  River  Improvement,  Manu- 
facturing, Mining,  and  Laniber  Company,  giving  it  the  exclusive  privilege  of  improv- 
ing the  nver  by  removing  obstructions  to  the  navigation,  and  by  constructing  dams, 
by  cutting  a  canal,  or  by  sluices.  So  far,  the  only  work  done  has  been  to  improve  the 
navigation  so  that  logs  can  come  down  freely  from  Peter's  Creek,  which  is  some  20 
miles  above  the  Kanawha. 

Elk  Biver. — ^The  Elk  River  Navigation  Company  have  put  in  one  dam  above  Charles- 
ton, and  the  stream  has  been  so  improved  that  on  a  good  stage  of  water  a  small  steam- 
boat can  go  up  70  miles  to  the  furnace  of  the  Elk  River  Iron  and  Coal  Company.  In 
this  distance,  according  to  the  survey  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  West  Virginia 
Railroad,  the  fall  of  the  river  is  206  feet. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

The  surface  of  Fayette  is  hilly,  mountainous,  and  high  table-land.  The  hills  and 
mountains  usually  are  not  precipitous,  and  have  a  fertile  soil.  The  soil  is  a  rich  light 
loam  and  a  sandy  loam,  which  is  well  suited  for  the  culture  of  tobacco. 

There  are  some  fine  bottom-lands.  On  Meadow  River  the  soil  is  6  inches  deep  on 
the  hills  and  12  inches  or  more  on  the  levels. 

The  grains  and  crops  especially  suited  to  the  lands  are  com,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  tobacco, 
and  grass. 

The  principal  exports  are  coal,  timben  tobacco,  and  stock. 

Principal  industries  are  coal-mining,  jfarming,  lumbering,  and  stock-raising. 

Markets :  The  tobacco  goes  to  Richmond,  stock  to  Baltimore,  timber  to  New  York 
and  Cincinnati. 

Minerals:  Coal  in  large  amounts,  in  fine,  workable  seams— soft,  bituminous,  splint, 
and  cannel;  the  two  former  are  those  mined  and  shipped.  Some  limestone,  but  poor; 
fine  sandstone  for  building  purposes.  The  mineral-waters  are  alum  and  chalybeate. 
Several  important  coal  mines  are  in  operation  in  this  county  :  the  Gauley  Kanawha 
Coal  Company,  (limited ;)  LongdaleCoal  and  Iron  Company ;  -New  River  Car  Company; 
Nuttallburg  mines;  Coal  Valley  Coal  Company,  and  a  new  mine  now  being  opened  by 
George  Strau^han.  Besides  these  there  are  several  mills  and  factories,  amoug  which 
we  may  mention  the  Fayetteville  Tobacco  Factory, making 2,568  pounds  yearly;  Junc- 
tion Saw-Mill  Company ;  Atlantic  Barrel  Company ;  Koontsman  &  Co.'s  shook  and  stave 
factory;  Kanawha  Falls  Lumber  Company. 

The  principal  streams  are  the  Gauley,  New,  and  Kanawha  Rivers.    The  Kanawha  is 
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navigabljE)  six  months  for  steamboats  and  twelve  months  for  batteaux ;  Gauley,  eight 
mouths  for  batteaux  and  twelve  months  for  cauoes  fur  1*2  miles ;  New  River  in  the 
lower  part  is  too  rough  for  canoes  even ;  in  the  upper  part  it  is  navigable  for  batteanz. 

The  lines  of  transportation  are  the  rivers  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
and  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  turnpike. 

Contemplated  improvemente :  Locking  and  damming  Kanawha  and  New  Rivers,  and 
the  continuation  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  from  its  present  eastern 
terminus. 

Public  schools,  63 ;  post-offices,  23 ;  churches,  10;  population,  6,647.  Value  of  tax- 
able property,  $1,440,839.83.  County-seat,  Fayetteville;  newspapers,  Fayetteville  En- 
terprise, weekly. 

**#•♦•» 

GREENBRIER  COUNTY. 

This  county  on  the  eastern  and  western  sides  is  mountainous,  the  western  mountains 
rising  high  above  the  sea,  but  not  so  much  in  proportion  above  their  bases. 

They  are  not  too  rugged  for  cultivation  in  parts,  or  for  grazing. 

The  central  portion  is  a  rolling  plateau,  embracing  very  fertile  and  highly  cultivated 
grass  hud  grain  lands.  The  soil  on  the  eastern  and  western  sides  is  a  red  clay  or  clay 
loam.  In  the  central  portion,  over  the  limestone,  the  soil  is  yellowish-red,  clayey  and 
calcareous  loams.  The  depths  on  the  hills  are  4  to  6  inches ;  on  the  levels,  12  to  18 
inches.  The  crops  best  adapted  to  the  land  are  corn,  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat,  grass. 
Corn  produces  on  the  levels  !s^  to  40  bushels;  wheat,  15  bushels;  oats,  30;  buckwheat, 
30;  potatoes,  100.  On  the  hills  corn  produces  10  to  15  bushels;  oats,  15;  wheat,  8; 
buckwheat,  35 ;  potatoes,  75.  No  manure  used  for  these  yields.  The  value  of  the 
land  is :  Best  agricultural,  $20  to  |50 ;  second-class  and  rougher  land,  with  less  im- 
provements, but  some  subsoil,  $2  to  $10  ;  timber-lands,  |1. 50  to  $6;  iron  and  coal  lands 
are  worth  from  $2.50  up  to  $100,  according  to  distance  from  railroad  and  richness  of 
deposit.  In  the  northern  part,  near  the  Greenbrier  River,  is  a  good  deal  of  valnable 
timber,  especially  white  i)ine.  Timber  is  worth,  stumpage,  $1.25  per  1,000  feet;  at 
the  mills,  $6  to  $7.50.  The  principal  industries  are  farming  and  stock-raising.  The 
principal  exports  are  grass-fed  cattle,  sheep,  horses,  wool,  &c.  The  country  is  emphat- 
ically a  grazing  one. 

The  market  for  stock  is  Baltimore;  some  goes  to  Richmond.  Surplus  grain  is  fed  to 
shipping-stock.  Horses  go  to  North  Carolina  and  East  Virginia.  For  timber,  Bal- 
timore and  other  eastern  cities. 

In  the  western  part  some  workable  seams  of  coal ;  fine  workable  iton-ores  on  An- 
thony's and  Howard^s  Creeks  and  elsewhere.  Limestone  in  abundance  of  all  qualities, 
for  agricultural,  building,  and  hydraulic  lime;  clays, suitable  for  rough  crocks,  are 
found,  and  these  were  made  for  years  at  Lewisburg.  Excellent  grit  for  grindstones  is 
found. 

Mineral  springs:  White  Sulphur,  Blue  Sulphur,  and  Alum.  Many  chalybeate  springs. 
Coal  was  formerly  worked  on  Little  Sewell,  and  hauled  22  miles  to  Lewisburg ;  now 
discontinued  on  account  of  more  ready  transport  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road for  the  coals  further  west.  Manufactories:  4 carding-mills,  3  woolen  mills,  1  tan- 
yard  exporting  leather,  and  several  smaller  ones ;  Saint  Lawrence  Boom  and  Manu- 
facturing Company.  The  Greenbrier  River  is  the  principal  stream,  and  is  navigable 
for  canoes  and  batteaux  on  rises.  Means  of  transportation,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road, and  turnpikes. 

Contemplated  lines :  The  Pittsburgh,  Virginia  and  Charleston  Railroad. 

Schools:  Lewisburg  Female  Institute,  high  school  at  Frankford,  and  68  public 
schools.     Post-offices,  22 ;  churches,  35;  population,  11,417.    Taxable  property,  $4,524,- 

562.59.    County  seat,  Lewisburg ;  newspaper,  Greenbrier  Independent,  weekly. 

#  «  *  *  «  «  « 

KANAWHA  COUNTY. 

The  topography  of  this  county  is  hilly  and  mountainous.  The  hills  in  the  west  are 
comparatively  low ;  in  the  middle  portion  they  become  quite  high,  and  in  the  western 
part,  they  become  mountainous.  Much  of  the  surface  is  quit«  rough  and  broken.  The 
valleys  are  usually  narrow.  The  soil  is  naturally  productive,  and  is  quite  deep.  On 
the  hillH  it  varies  from  4  to  12  inches,  and  on  the  levels  from  12  inches  to  many  feet. 
The  crops  suited  to  the  lands  are  corn,  wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  tobacco.  On  the  bpttoms, 
as  those  along  the  Kanawha,  the  yields  are  high.  Corn  produces  40  to  60  bunhels ; 
oats,  30  to  40  bushels ;  wheat,  10  to  15  bushels ;  tobacco,  1,000  to  l,4u0  pounds.  On  the 
hills  corn  produces  20  to  50  bushels;  oats,  20  to  25  bushels;  wheat,  8  to  10  bushels; 
tobacco,  800  to  1,000  pounds.  Value  of  improved  lands,  $5  to  $50;  of  mineral-lands, 
coal,  $10  to  $100,  according  to  location  and  deposits ;  timber-lands,  $5  to  $20.  Value 
of  timber,  stumpnge,  2  to  3  cents;  at  mill,  6  to  10  cents  per  cubic  foot. 
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PriDcipal  iiidnstries:  Farmingi  iumbering,  ooal- mini ng,  and  the  maunfactare  of  salt. 
Priucipal  exports,  ooal,  salt,  timber,  graiu,  and  tobacco.  Markets  fur  timber,  Ohio 
River  aud  eiisteru  cities:  for  grain  and  farm-produce,  Charleston  and  home.  Stock 
goes  east,  as  does  some  of  the  timber.  The  coal  goes  down  the  Ohio  aud  to  the  eastern 
cities. 

The  priucipal  minerals  are  coal,  iron,  aud  salt.  The  iron  is  siderite  and  black-band'. 
The  former  has  been  worked  somew^hat.  Large  exports  of  salt  are  made,  mainly  down 
the  Ohio  aud  to  Richmond.  Fire-clay  was  worked  and  ship|)ed  to  Cinciunati.  Sand- 
stone for  building  can  be  obtained  of  good  quality.  There  are :  1  tobac<>o  manufactory, 
manufacturing  648  pounds;  3  cigar-mauutactories,  making  51,100  cigars;  1  brewery, 
making  722  barrels ;  1  bromine- works. 

Mines :  These  are  exclusively  of  coal,  which  is  common  bituminous,  splint,  and  can- 
nel.  The  mines  no_w  in  operation  are  Bibby's  mine,  Pioneer  Coal  Company,  Camp- 
bell's Creek  Coal  Company,  J.  B.  Lewis  &.  Co.,  Coalmont  Coal  Company,  Houston 
Mining  aud  Manufacturing  Company,  Kanawha  and  Ohio  Coal  Company,  Hampton 
Mines,  Blacksburg  Mines,  Blackberry  Mines,  Enterprise  Coal  and  Iron  Company,  Ka- 
nawha Semi-Cauuel  Coal  Com'pany,  Gordon  and  Seal  Cauuelton  Coal  Company,  and 
Yarious  mines  to  supply  the  salt  company.  Salt  companies  are  Brooks  Furnace,  Lo- 
rena  Furnace,  Snow  Hill  Furnace,  CampbelPs  Creek  Furnace,  Pioneer  Furnace,  a  fur- 
nace a  short  distance  above  Maiden  ;  now  building  at  Charleston,  the  Kanawha  Coal 
and  Iron  Furnace.  Lines  of  transportatiim  now  used :  Kanawha  River,  navigable  by 
steamboat>s  and  barges ;  Elk,  navigable  for  batteaux  in  all  stages,  and  for  rafts  in  full 
water,  and  also  for  small  steamers,  10  miles.  Big  Coal  is  locked  and  dammed  to  Pey- 
tona,  and  used  by  small  steamers  aud  barges.  Rafts  are  sent  out  of  Pocatalico  in  full 
stages. 

Contemplated  improvements :  The  locking  and  damming  of  Elk,  extension  of  the 
James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  Coal  River  Railroad,  Northern  and  Southern  West 
Virginia  Central  Railmad,  Paint  Creek  Railroad,  West  Virginia  Railroad,  the  West 
Virginia  Central  Railroad.  Public  schools,  12.5;  churches,  37;  ]iost-otiices,  24 ;  popu- 
lation, 22,349.  Valne  of  taxable  property,  $0,430,0.'>l.  County-seat,  Charleston,  with 
a  population  of  5,000.  It  has  1  woolen-mill,  2  batrel-factories,  10  steam  saw-mills,  in 
and  near  Charleston,  1  brewery,  I  foundery,  2  tanneries.  One  steam  saw-mill  is  at 
Saint  Albans,  and  another  at  Coalbnrg.     Newspapers  :  Charleston  Courier,  tri-weekly ; 

Kanawha  Chronicle,  weekly ;  West  Virginia  Journal,  weekly  ;  all  at  Charleston. 

•  «*«*»« 

MASON  COUNTY. 

The  surface  of  this  county  is  gently  rolling  and  hilly,  with  much  flat  land  along  the 
Ohio  and  Great  Kanawha.  The  hills  are  low  and  gently  sloping,  comparatively  speak- 
ing, aud  the  valleys  are  wide.  The  Ohio  skirts  the  county  for  50  miles,  and  tne  Kana- 
what  passes  through  its  center.  The  county  has  75,000  acres  of  river-lwttom.  The 
soil  on  the  flats  is  a  rich  loam,  very  deep.  Clay  loams,  clays,  and  calcareous  loams  are 
found  on  the  hills.  More  than  half  of  the  laud  is  in  cultivation^  aud  the  rest  oontaina 
a  grejjrt  deal  of  flue  heavy  timber.  The  levels  have  a  soil  from  one  to  many  feet  deep, 
while  on  the  hills  it  is  from  8  to  12  inches.  The  crops  raised  are  corn^  wheat,  oats, 
rye,  and  the  grasses,  which  do  fiuely.  The  yields  on  the  bottoms  are  wheat,  15  to  20 
bnshels;  corn,  40  to  50;  oats,  30  to  40 ;  rye,  :^0.  On  the  uplands,  corn  yields  about 
30  to  35  bushels ;  wheat,  10 ;  oats,  25  to  30,  &c.  No  manures  used  for  these  yields. 
Com  has  been  produced  on  the  flats  at  the  rate  of  106  bushels  in  a  30-acre  field.  The 
Mason  County  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Association  holds  an  annual  fair  at  Point 
Pleasant.    Valne  of  premiums  distributed,  |1,000. 

The  bottom-lands  sell  for  $80  to  $100  per  acre,  the  uplands  for  from  $5  to  $20 ;  min- 
eral-land, (coal,)  $200  to  $400;  timber,  etumpage,  is  worth  $1  per  tree;  at  the  mill,  $10. 
The  principal  industries  are  farming,  stock-raising,  lumbering,  salt-manufacturing, 
mining,  &o.  Mason  pays  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  stock  and  the  introduction  of 
improved  breeds,  for  the  raising  of  which  its  fine  grass-lands  afford  many  advantages. 
The  principal  exports  are :  Coal,  5,000,000  bushels;  salt,  2,500,000  bushels ;  wheat,  cattle, 
bromine,  nails,  glass,  wool,  hogs,  lumber,  &c.  Markets :  The  agricultural  products 
and  stock  go  to  eastern  cities;  others  down  the  river. 

Minerals :  Coal,  in  a  seam  irom  5  to  6  feet,  is  expo<«ed  above  water-level  for  7  miles, 
in  the  northern  edge  of  the  county.  Salt-water  is  furninhed  from  wells  1,000  to  1,200 
feet  deep,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  connty.  Clay,  for  tile-making,  is  found  and 
worked.  Sandstone  of  good  quality  abounds  in  the  connty.  Mines:  Coal  is  mined  at 
nine  different  openings  from  Camden  to  New  Haven  City.  They  send  5,000,000  bush- 
cfls  down  the  Ohio,  aud  use  half  that  amount  in  making  salt.  This  is  soft  bituminous 
eoal.  Manufactories:  Mason  County  has  one  brewery  making  126  barrels  of  beer  per 
annum. 

Salt  is  manufactured  by  11  companies,  with  13  furnaces.  These,  with  the  coal- 
mines and  other  manufactories,  make  a  continuous  village  along  the  Ohio  for  6  miles. 
There  are  bromine-works  at  Clifton,  Mason  City,  and  Valley  City,  and  two  at  Hart- 
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ford  City.  One  nail-faotoiy  and  TolliDg-mill  of  large  size  at  Clifton,  ^  glaes-fiietorles 
at  MaeoD  City,  2  stove-factoriee  at  Hartford  City ;  also,  S  steam  saw-mtlls  at  Mason 
City,  1  steam  saw-mill  and  1  k^-factory  at  Clifton,  1  tile-factory  opfiosite  Point  Pleas- 
ant, 1  flonr,  1  lumber  and  planmg-mill,  at  Point  Pleasant,  1  flonr-miU  at  New  Hayea 
City,  3  saw-miUs  along  the  Ohio  above  Point  Pleasant,  and  1  floating-dock  at  that 
point.    Principal  streams :  The  Ohio  and  Kanawha,  both  nayigable  for  birge  steamers. 

Present  means  of  transportation :  The  Ohio  and  Kanawha  Rivers.  Improvements 
contemplated  :  The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kanawha;  the  Washington 
and  Ohio  Railroad ;  the  W.  C.  and  Saint  Lonts  Narrow-Gauge  Railroad ;  the  Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling  and   Kentucky  Railroad;    Hartford,  Mason  and  Clifton  Railroad. 

Public  schools,  96;  churches,  29;  post  offices,  22;  population,  15^978.  Value  of  tax- 
able property,  $6,207,710.49.  County-seat,  Point  Pleasant.  Newspapers :  The  Weekly 
Register,  The  Mason  County  Journal,  both  weekly. 


MONBOE  COUNTY. 

What  was  said  of  the  topography,  soil,  products,  &c.,  of  Greenbrier,  applies  in  great 
part  to  Monroe.  The  surface  is  hilly  ana  undulating,  rising  suddenly  at  some  points 
into  pretty  high  mountains.  The  soil  is  loam,  clay  and  calcareous  clayey  loam,  pro- 
ducing fine  farming  and  grazing  lands.  Depth  on  hills,  4  to  10  inches ;  on  levels,  12  to 
18  inches.  Crops  are :  Corn,  oats,  wheat,  grass,  and  tobacco.  Com  yields,  on  the  level 
lands,  30  to  40  bushels ;  wheat,  15 ;  oats,  25  to  .10.  On  the  hills :  Com,  10  to  15 ;  wheat, 
8  to  10 ;  oats,  15.  Value  of  the  land,  which  is  mainly  agricultural,  $10  to  $50 ;  timber- 
land,  $5  to  |20.  Value  of  the  timber :  Stumpage,  50  cents  per  tree;  at  the  mill,  $8  to 
$15.  Principal  industries:  Farming  and  grazing.  Principal  Exports:  Stock  of  all 
kinds,  and  farm  produce,  tobacco,  t&c.  Markets  for  grain  and  tobacco,  Richmond ; 
for  stock,  Baltimore.  Minerals:  Iron  in  workable  quantities,  (brown  hematite  ;)  lime- 
stone in  abundance,  for  building  and  agricultural  purposes.  Several  celebrated  min* 
eral  springs  exist  in  this  county,  viz  :  "The  Red  Sweet,''  ''Salt  Sulphur,"  dtc.  The 
manufactories  are  not  reported.  One  cigar-factory  is  worked,  making  3,000  cigars. 
Principal  streams,  New  and  Greenbrier  rivers.  Present  means  of  transportation : 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  turnpike  roads.  Contemplated :  The  New  River 
Railroad,  the  improvement  of  New  River,  and  the  extension  of  the  James  River  and 
Kanawha  Canal.  Schools  :  1  high  school,  1  female  seminary,  and  69  public  schools  ; 
churches,  32;  post-offices,  15;  population,  11,123.  Value  of  taxable  property, 
$2,891,953.20.    Coanty-seat,    Uniou.     Newspapers:  Border  Watchman  and   Monroer 

Register,  both  weekly. 

»  «  #  •  «  #  • 

NICHOLAS  COUNTY. 

The  surface  is  hilly,  moutainous,  and  plateau  or  glade.  The  soil  is  generally  good* 
Much  of  it  is  held  in  large  tracts,  and  is  unimproved  or  in  original  forest.  The  soil  i» 
loam,  sandy, and  sandy  loam;  depth  on  hills,  4  to  8  inches;  on  the  bottoms,  8  to 20 
inches.  Crops  raised  are :  com,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes ;  corn  being 
on  the  levels  30  to  40  bushels  ;  wheat,  10  to  12  bushelR ;  rye,  15  to  20  bushels ;  potatoes^ 
100  to  150.  On  the  hills:  Com,  15  to  25  bushels;  wheat,  8  to  10  bushels;  rye,  10 
tto  15  bushels ;  potat^oes,  50  to  75  bashels.  The  unimproved  land  is  worth  from  $1  to 
$3  per  acre,  and  the  improved  $5  to  $15.  Timber  is  worth,  stumpage,  about  |1  per 
tree;  at  the  mills,  |7.50  to  (12.  Principal  exports:  the  products  of  farming,  grazing; 
and  lumbering.  For  want  of  means  of  transportation  but  little  is  sent  out  of  the 
county,  and  this  is  mainly  timber  and  stock.  Market  for  stock,  Baltimore ;  for  timl>ery 
mouth  of  Gauley,  where  it  is  sawed  up.  Minerals:  Coal,  bituminous,  (ordinarv,) 
splint,  and  cannel,  in  workable  seams  above  water-level.  Gkx>d  sandstone  for  build- 
ing; also  millstone  and  grindstone  grits.  Brine  has  been  found  in  the  county.  Prin- 
cipal stream:  Gauley,  navigable  for  rafts  and  single  logs  on  full  tides.  Present  means 
of  transportation :  County  roads.  Contemplated  :  Improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Gauley,  Gnnley  River  Railroad.    Public  schools,  49;  churches,  11 ;  post-offices,  8.. 

Population,  4,458.    Value  of  taxable  property,  $990,847.    County-seat,  Summerville. 

*#  •  ♦  «  *■  » 

PUTNAM  COUNTY. 

This  county  is  generally  hilly  and  rolling.  It  has  a  good  deal  of  bottom  land  of  con- 
siderable fertility  on  the  Kanawha  and  the  numerous  creeks.  These  bottoms  are  ik 
mile  wide  on  the  Kanawha,  and  have  a  deep  loam.  Ou  the  hills  the  soil  is  clay  and 
calcareous  clayey  loam,  of  considerable  produotivenesa.  The  county  is  wooded  over 
five-sixths  of  its  area.  The  crops  are  corn,  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat,  and  tobacco. 
Yields  of  corn  on  the  bottoms  are  50  to  ^0  bushels ;  wheat,  12  to  15  bushels ;  oats,  25  to 
30  bushels;  while  on  the  hills  corn  produces  20  to  30  bushels;  wheat,  8  to  10.    Tho* 
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soil  on  the  bottoms  is  many  feet  deep,  and  on  the  hills  12  to  18  inches,  producing  fine 
grass  and  tobacop.  Y aloe  of  land :  Kanawha  bottoms  bring  $100 ;  other  lands  from  fl 
to  8S^,  according  to  location  and  condition.  Timber,  stumpage,  is  worth  about  $1  per 
tree ;  at  the  mills,  $13.  Principal  industries :  Farming  and  lumbering.  Principal 
exports:  Lumber,  cooperage  stuff,  grain,  and  coal.  Staves,  &c.,  go  to  England  ;  farm 
produce  to  Richmond  and  Cincinnati ;  Timber,  in  logs,  and  coal  are  sent  down  the 
river  to  Cincinnati,  d&c.  Minerals :  Goal  of  Ane  quality  and  workable  in  quantity  is 
above  water-level.  Some  good  lim'estone  and  sandstone  suitable  for  building  occnrsr 
Mines:  Raymond  Coal  Company,  shipping  annually  from  1,300,000  to  1,400,000  bushels; 
Oak  Ridge  Colliery  has  just  commenced  operations.  Manufactories,  &c. :  A  large  flour- 
mill  at  Buffalo ;  flour  and  saw  mill  at  Winfield ;  saw-mill  at  Horrioane  and  at  Raymond 
City,  all  driven  by  steam.  Principal  streams:  Kanawha,  navigable  for  steamers; 
Pocatalico,  navigable  for  batteaus  and  rafts  in  good  water.  Present  means  of  trans- 
portation :  Kanawha  River  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad.  CoDtemi)lated :  Im- 
provement of  the  Kanawha  River,  now  going  on,  and  the  West  Virginia  Railroad. 
Foblic  schools,  48;  churches,  14;  post-offices,  11;  population,  7,794.  Value  of  tax- 
able property,  $1,823,624.    County-seat,  Winfleld.    Newspaper,  Winfield  Independent^ 

weekly, 

«  •  •  •  •  «  • 

BAUSIGH  COUNTY. 

The  surface  of  Raleigh  is  hilly  and  mountainous,  with  a  large  proportion  of  plateau- 
land,  covered  with  undulating  and  rolling  hills.  The  rivers  cnt  deeply  into  the  plane 
of  the  country,  and  the  roughest  land  lies  in  the  sides  of  the  hills  facing  them.  The 
soil  is  loam  or  sandy  loam,  4  to  6  inches  deep  on  the  hills,  and  6  to  10  inches,  or  more, 
on  the  levels.  The  hills  and  levels  produce  about  alike.  The  crops  are  corn,  wheat, 
oats, buckwheat, and  potatoes.  Yields  are:  Corn,  20  to  40  bushels;  oats,  20  to  26 
wheat,  10 ;  rye,  15  to  25 ;  potatoes,  100  to  150.  Price  of  agnonltural  land,  $5  to  $15 , 
of  timber  and  coal  lands  from  $1  to  $5.  Timber  is  worth  50  cents  to  $1  per  tree,  ao^ 
cording  to  kind  and  location  ;  at  the  mills,  $10  per  1,000.  Principal  industries,  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising.  Principal  exports,  cattle.  Market-cattle  go  to  Baltimore. 
Manufactories,  &c.,  several  steam  saw-mills,  besides  the  nsual  grist  and  saw  mills  on 
streams.  Minerals :  Coal,  in  workable  seams,  of  good  quality ;  iron,  in  workable  quan- 
tities ;  sandstone,  of  good  quality  for  building ;  good  millstone  grit.  Principal  streams : 
New  River,  navigable  for  batteaus :  Piney  River,  for  loss  in  full  wat«r.  Present  means 
of  transportation :  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  and  county  roads.  Contemplated  : 
the  improvement  of  New  River  and  the  Coal  River  Railroad.  Public  schools,  47 ; 
churches,  4  ;|post-offlces,  10 ;  population,  3,673.  Value  of  taxable  property,  $730,862.19. 
County-seat,  Raleigh  Court-House. 


F7. 
IMPROVEMENT    OF   NEW   RIVER,   FROM    THE    LEAD-MINES,  IN   WYTHE 
COUNTY,  VIRGINIA,  TO  THE  MOUTH  OF  GREENBRIER  RIVER,  WEST  VIR- 
GINIA.. 

A  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  New  Eiver  was  made  in  1872,  and  a 
report  submitted  January  9, 1873,  which  may  be  found  in  print  in  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873,  beginning  at  page 
852.  Two  estimates  were  therein  made  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river. 

The  first  looked  to  facilitating  the  navigation  by  the  keel-boats  now 
nsed,  at  a  cost  of  $100,000.  This  was  to  be  accomplished  by  construct- 
ing slight  deflectors  or  dams  of  rock  and  brush,  in  order  to  concentrate 
the  volume  of  the  water  and  increase  the  depth  over  the  shoals  from 
the  present  average  of  about  12  inches  to  about  2  feet,  which  could  be 
dooe  without  too  much  increase  of  velocity.  And  some  of  the  falls^ 
which  are  almost  always  vertical  and  of  an  average  height  of  about  4 
feet,  could  be  greatly  improved  by  blasting  sluices  through  them  about 
30  feet  in  width  and  of  an  average  length  of  50  feet  'In  many  cases  the 
£ftlls  have  already  natural  chutes  or  sluices  through  them  susceptible  of 
a  similar  improvement. 
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Bat  there  is  a  strong  demand  for  the  introdaction  of  steamboats  on 
the  river.  Hence  the  second  estimate,  which  was  for  a  3-feet  steam- 
boat navigation,  to  cost  $1,000,000.  It  was  supposed  that  light-draught 
steamboats  could,  for  short  distances,  ascend  a  grade  of  1  in  400,  with 
a  current  of  5  miles  an  hour.  It  was  therefore  proposed  to  excavate 
sluice-ways  90  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep,  through  all  shoals  having  a 
grade  not  exceeeing  1  in  400.  Where  the  grade  exceeds  this,  low  regu- 
lating dams  were  proposed,  with  sluices  having  a  fall  not  exceeding  1 
foot  at  each.  In  several  cases  dams  were  to  be  introduced  containing 
locks,  and  in  two  other  places  lateral  canals. 

The  first  appropriation  made  for  this  improvement  was  1115,000,  Au- 
gust 14, 1876,  but  authority  for  its  expenditure  was  not  given  until  in 
May,  1877.  As  this  appropriation  was  insufficient  for  a  general  im- 
provement, it  seemed  necessary  to  confine  what  should  be  done  at  pres- 
ent to  a  limited  portion  of  the  river  and  to  that  scheme  which  involved 
the  least  expense,  viz,  for  the  keel-boats  now  in  use;  it  being  the  under- 
standing that  what  is  first  done  in  the  smaller  improvement  should  be 
.arranged  with  a  view  to  its  utilization  and  adaptation  some  future  day, 
when  the  means  provided  shall  suffice  to  enter  upon  the  improvement 
of  the  river  f^r  light  steamboats. 

It  seemed  also  expedient  that  the  first  portions  of  the  river  treated 
should  be  in  the  vicinity  of  iNTew  River  Bridge,  in  order  to  facilitate 
communication  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  country  through  which  the  river 
flows  with  an  existing  outlet  east  and  west,  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Eailroad,  which  is  itself  in  connection  with  the  whole  system  of  rail  and 
water  intercommunication  of  the  country. 

Captain  J.  W.  Guyler,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
immediate  supervision  of  this  work,  which  is  expected  to  be  completed, 
as  far.  as  the  available  fuuds  will  allow,  before  the  close  of  1877. 

Money  statement. 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877yaDiount  expended  during  fiscal  year 78  25 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 14,921  75 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 85, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     50, 000  00 


F  8, 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CAPE  FEAR  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  all  work  on  the 
river  was  saspended,  except  the  making  of  some  hydrographic  examia- 
ations  of  small  extent  and  a  few  tidal  observations. 

An  appropriation  of  $132,600  was  made  by  the  act  of  Augnst  14, 1876, 
of  which  $110,000  became  available  aboat  the  middle  of  September. 
Proposals  for  stone  with  which  to  continae  the  constraction  of  the  clos- 
ing work  between  Zeke's  Island  and  Federal  Point  were  at  once  called 
for,  and  received  October  16.  Fourteen  were  received,  but  they  were  all 
too  high  and  were  rejected.  A  new  advertisement  was  issued,  under 
which  bids  were  received  November  8.  A  contract  for  the  delivery  of 
about  45,000  cubic  yards  of  stone  was  awarded  to  Bangs  &  Dolby,  to 
be  delivered  by  end  of  1877.    They  commenced  delivering  in  January, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX   F.  33^ 

and  up  to  July  1, 1877,  have  supplied  20,304  yards.  The  stone  comes 
from  the  Magnolia  quarry  on  the  northwest  branch  of  the  river,  about 
14  miles  from  Wilmington.  It  has  been  chiefly  placed  on  the  sections 
of  the  apron  next  to  Zeke's  Point  and  Federal  Point.  The  closing  work 
is  as  high  as  low-water  for  about  two -flfths  of  its  length  between  these 
two  points,  but  the  full  width  has  not  yet  been  given  to  it. 

The  name  of  Zeke's  Island  has*  come  to  be  a  misnomer,  as  there  is 
now  a  continuous  bank  of  sand,  making  but  one  island  of  the  two  so 
long  called  Smith's  and  Zeke's  Islands.  At  Federal  Point,  during  the 
year,  there  has  also  been  a  general  accretion,  and  an  extension  of  the 
shore-lines  into  the  sea,  and  the  general  surface  has  risen. 

Two  destructive  storms  have  occurred  during  the  year,  both  combined 
with  very  high  tides.  The  first  was  in  the  middle  of  September,  1876,.. 
and  the  other  in  the  middle  of  April,  1877.  Ko  damage  of  importance 
was  done  by  either,  and  in  some  respects  their  effect  was  beneficial. 
The  storm  of  April  is  believed  to  have  been  the  most  severe  experienced 
on  the  Cape  Fear  River  for  more  than  forty  years. 

"So  great  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  shore-lines  of 
Baldhead  Point  and  the  opposite  point  of  Oak  Island. 

The  depth  in  the  Baldhead  Ohannel  has  fallen  off  a  little  since  the 
suction-dredge  ceased  operating  there.  The  least  soundings  are  10^ 
feet  at  mean  low-water,  but  generally  12  feet  and  over,  excepting  for 
short  distances  over  soft  sand.  On  the  inner  bar  of  the  Oak  Island 
Channel  the  depth  has  lately  increased  somewhat,  and  is  now  about  8^ 
feet  at  mean  low-water.  The  new  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal  has 
shoaled  near  the  upper  end,  opposite  ^ew  Inlet.  The  complete  closure 
of  New  Inlet  will  probably  be  needed  for  the  permanence  of  this  cut. 
The  new-dredged  channel  at  the  ''Logs"  has  answered  its  purpose  well, 
but  its  width,  130  feet,  is  not  siifficient.  It  should  be  increased  to  250 
feet,  and  the  revised  estimate  provides  therefor. 

The  indications  still  lead  one  to  expect  a  favorable  conclusion  at  no 
distant  day  to  this  interesting  and  important  work,  if  sufficient  funds 
be  provided  for  its  proper  progress. 

Extensive  surveys  have  been  made  during  the  year  by  Mr.  Bacon. 
The  suction-dredge  has  been  laid  up  since  early  in  1876  for  want  of 
funds.  She  needs  extensive  repairs  and  improvements,  (recent  inven- 
tions,) but  her  working  in  the  Baldhead  Channel  is  quite  important,  and 
her  thorough  refitting  is  therefore  included  in  the- revised  estimate. 

Mi*.  Henry  Nutt,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Wilmington  on  the  improvement  of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  has 
continued,  as  heretofore,  to  exhibit  a  laudable  and  marked  interest  in 
the  work,  and  has  furnished  much  valuable  statistical  information  rela- 
tive to  the  commerce  on  the  river,  all  of  which  is  appended  hereto. 

Mr.  Henry  Bacon  has  continued  in  the  immediate  supervision  of  this  ^ 
important  improvement  in  his  usual  faithful  and  efficient  manner. 

« 
Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $22,722  72 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 132, 500  00 

$155,222  72 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year G3, 434  12  * 

Jaly  1,  1877,  on tstanding  liabilities 3,856  35 

67,290  47 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 87,932  25 

Amount  (estimated)  req aired  for  completion  of  existing  project 160, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     160, 000  00 
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Cape  Fear  Bivert  2fwih  OaroUna  ;  propoeale  forjwrniehing  and  delivering  etane  ;  hide  opened 
at  12.5  J),  m.  Nwember  8, 1876. 
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Not.  90. 1877 

Contract  awarded. 

keport  of  mb.  hbkrt  bacon,  assistant  engineer. 

•  United  States  Enqinebb  Office, 

^mitkvUU,  N.  a,  June  10,  1877. 

Major:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  «nbniit  the  following  report  of  operations  for  the  im- 
prorement  of  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  dnrtng  the  eleven  months  ending  May 
31,  1877. 

The  work  done  has  been  mostly  confined  to  stone-filling  on  the  timber,  brush,  and 
stone  fonndation  which  was  placed  entirely  across  the  New  Inlet,  Arom  Federal  Point 
jetty  to  Zeke's  Island,  daring  the  previons  fiscal  year,  and  fnlly  described  in  the  last 
annual  report,  the  object  of  the  work  being  the  speedy  olosare  of  the  New  Inlet,  which 
is  considered  the  most  important  step  in  the  improvement  of  the  river. 

All  ox>eration8,  excepting  for  slight  repairs  of  the  old  works,  and  sarveys,  examina- 
tioqs,  and  tidal  observations,  were  suspended  during  the  first  six  months,  on  account  of 
the  approximate  exhaustion  of  the  former  appropriation  and  the  non-availability  of 
the  appropriation  of  1876,  and  delays  incident  to  advertising  and  awarding  the  work. 

After  twice  advertising,  the  work  was  tiually  awarded  to  Messrs.  Bangs  &  Dolby,  at 
^1.89  per  cubic  ^ard  for  riprap  stone  delivered  and  placed  on  the  apron-foundation  to 
the  required  height,  width,  and  slopes.  The  contract  was  executed  December  16, 1876, 
and  the  work  began  in  January,  1877. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  of  stone  delivered  during  the  several  months : 

Cubic  yards- 
January,  1877 763 

February,  1877 2,147 

March,  1877 3,561 

April,  1877 3,226 

May,  1877 6,059 

Total 15,756 

The  binderanoes  incident  to  the  season  pf  the  year,  and  opening  and  developing  the 
•quarry,  prevented  the  delivery  of  stone  as  fast  as  the  contract  required.    These  are  . 
now  overcome,  and  there  is  a  good  prospect  for  the  delivery  of  the  full  amount  within 
the  time  required. 

The  BtoBeB  have  all  been  taken  from  the  Magnolia  quarry,  about  14  miles  above  Wil- 
mington, on  the  northwest  branch  of  the  river.  It  is  a  peculiar  species  of  limestone, 
oEioatly  bine,  weighing  about  144  pounds  per  cubic  foot.  It  oomes  from  the  quarry  in 
«zoellent  shapes  to  form  a  compact  and  oooerent  mass. 

The  Btones  have  been  placed  mostly  on  the  sections  of  the  apron  next  to  Zeke'«, 
Island  and  Federal  Point  and  on  the  old  crib-Jetty  foundation  which  forms  a  part  of 
the  closing  work,  the  supentmctitre  of  which  had  been  worm-eaten  and  washed  out. 

At  Zeke%  Island  the  sand  beach  has  closed  over  about  400  feet  length  of  the  apron, 
and  the  stone  filling  is  made  nearly  to  mean  low- water  for  a  farther  distance  of  about 
500  feet.  The  whole  of  the  section  next  to  Federal  Point,  920  feet  in  length,  with  400 
feet  length  over  the  old  jetty,  making  1,320  feet,  is  nearly  filled  to  mean-low  water,  and 
on  all  but  the  aontherly  800  feet  there  is  a  ridge  of  stone  from  2  to  4  feet  above  low- 
water,  bnt  die  qnantity  is  not  equivalent  to  16  feet  width  with  the  required  slopes, 
and  will  require  additions. 

The  whole  length  of  the  apron  was  4,352  feet,  and  with  the  Jett7  as  above  the  length 
fipom  shore  to  shore  was  4,752. 

It  was  ezpeoted  that  the  foundation-mattresses  wonld  require  widening  in  places, 
and  that  perpendicular  Jettiea  might  also  be  required  to  arrest  the  disposition  to  scour 
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by  currents  parallel  to  tbe  apron.  Preparations  for  the  work  have  been  made.  Tim- 
ber for  about  300  feet  length  and  40  feet  width  has  been  purchased,  and  the  appliances 
for  placing  tbe  mattresses  made  ready.  The  necessity  for  this  work  is  not  yet  ap- 
parent.   Tbe  further  purchase  of  materials  has  been  suspended. 

In  tbe  vicinity  of  tbe  New  Inlet,  at  the  center  and  westerly  side  of  tbe  main  channeli 
as  well  as  along  Snow's  marsh,  the  tidal  currents  are  up  aud  down  with  those  of  the 
natural  entrance  at  all  stages  of  the  tide,  while  on  tbe  eastern  side  of  the  main  chan- 
nel adjacent  to  the  inlet  tbe  currents  are  directly  affected  by  tbe  inlet.  The  iirst  flood 
of  tbe  inlet  joins  tbe  main  ebb-tide  at  Zeke's  Island,  and  flows  with  it  till  met  by  the 
main  flood.  At  tbe  same  time  tbe  inlet  flood  presses  -latterly  and  upward  into  the 
main  ebb  in  well-deflned  lines  till  tbe  main  flood'forces  it  back  again,  so  that  finally,  at 
.  tbe  last  of  the  inlet  flood,  the  main  flood  crosses  the  line  of  the  apron  at  the  section 
next  to  Zeke's  Island,  and  runs  parallel  to  tbe  middle  section,  aud  recrosses  tbe  section 
next  to  Federal  Point.  These  currents  soon  change  with  tbe  ebb-tide  of  tbe  inlet, 
which  draws  with  it  a  considerable  amount  of  tbe  main  flood,  till  the  main  current 
turns  down.  The  main  current  is  up  for  an  hour  or  more,  after  the  beginning  of  the 
inlet  ebb,  and  is  down  for  an  equal  tune  after  tbe  inlet  flood  begins.  The  time  of  low- 
water  at  Snow's  marsh  (opposite  New  Inlet)  is  apt  to  be  about  half  an  hour  behind 
that  at  Federal  Point,  while  that  of  high-water  is  nearly  simultaneous. 

These  tidal  movements,  while  exhibiting  the  overwhelming  volume  of  entrance 
tides,  and  comparative  insignificance  of  those  of  the  New  Inlet,  demonstrate*  the  great 
disturbing  forces  of  the  inlet  and  point  to  the  conclusion  that  at  tbe  final  closure  of 
tbe  inlet,  tbe  range  of  the  tides  will  be  increased  in  the  great  tidal  reservoir,  and 
this,  with  the  large  amount  of  water  now  flowing  in  and  out  at  New  Inlet,  will  be 
added  to  the  scouring  power  at  the  mouth. 

In  short,  tbe  general  effect  of  the  New  Inlet  is  to  retard  the  main  flood,  and  after- 
ward draw  off  a  portion  of  it,  and  in  a  similar  manner  to  retard  the  main  ebb  and  add 
to  its  volume  at  the  time  of  its  meetiug  tbe  main  flood,  thus  preventing  the  filling  and 
emptying  of  the  great  tidal  reservoir,  and  reducing  tbe  power  of  tbe  currents  at  tb% 
mouth. 

By  reference  to  the  table  of  tidal  observations  and  results  annexed  hereto,  it  will  be 
seen  that  tbe  comparative  range  of  the  tide  is  about  16  per  cent,  greater  at  Smith ville 
than  at  Federal  Point,  while  it  is  only  about  6  per  cent,  greater  at  Federal  Point  than 
at  Campbell's  Island.  Tbe  distances  are  about  5  miles  from  Smitbville  to  Federal 
Point  and  12  miles  from  Federal  Point  to  ibe'  place  of  observation  at  CampbelFs 
Island. 

The  effect  of  the  work  done  during  tbe  present  season  is  perceptible.  Tbe  inlet 
flood  does  not  force  itself  so  far  into  tlu)  river,  and  tbe  influence  of  the  ebb-tide  is  also 

Eerceptibly  less.  There  is  good  reason  to  attribute  tbe  late  increase  of  depth  which 
as  occurred  at  tbe  '^Rip''  of  the  western  entrance  channel  to  this  work.  This 
increases  tbe  importance  of  assisting  tbe  natural  forces  in  opening  the  Bald  Head 
Channel,  a  subject  to  which  I  will  hereafter  recur. 

A  series  of  tidal  observations  will  be  made  during  tbe  present  month  at  several 
points  in  the  river,  and  especially  at  SmithviUe,  Federal  Point,  and  Campbell's  Island^ 
to  exhibit  by  comparison  with  similar  observations  of  1876  the  variations  caused  by 
the  work  done. 

At  Federal  Point,  during  the  year,  there  has  been  a  general  accretion  and  an  exten- 
sion of  tbe  shore-lines  into. the  sea.  At  tbe  old  jetty  and  some  other  places  there  has 
been  some  abrasion.  The  general  surface  has  risen.  Tbe  abrasion  at  the  jetty  was 
probably  occasioned  by  tbe  washing  away  of  tbe  old  superstructure,  which  has  occur- 
red during  the  year. 

Considerable  changes  have  occurred  at  Zeke's  Island.  Tbe  beach,  which  at  the  end 
of  tbe  year  had  closed  oyer  175  feet  length  of  the  apron,  has  since  closed  over  a 
farther  distance  of  about  225  feet.  There  has  been  alt^^rnate  accretion  and  abrasion, 
especially  near  the  junction  of  tbe  old  works  with  Smith's  Island.  A  shoal  on  the 
easterly  side  of  tbe  island  has  gradually  risen,  and  at  the  same  time  moved  westward 
.toward  tbe  island,  till  it  is  now  an  island  small  in  extent,  above  ordinary  high- water. 

Two  destructive  storms  have  occurred  during  tbe  year,  both  combined  with  very 
high  tides.  The  first  was  September  17, 1^6,  and  the  other  April  13,  1877.  The  first 
storm  carried  away  two  sections  of  tbe  old  superstructure,  each  about  150  feet  in 
length ;  one  about  900  feet  from  tbe  end  q{  tbe  apron,  and  the  other  at  the  more 
exposed  place,  about  600  feet  from  tbe  end  of  the  works,  at  S;nitb's  Island.  The  tim- 
ber was  completely  worm-eaten  below  mean  tide,  so  that  out  little  force  beyond  the 
buoyancy  of  the  water  was  needed  to  move  it.  All  tbe  stone  were  left,  and  still  remain 
intact,  at  the  first-named  place.  At  tbe  other  piace,  near  Smith's  Island,  where  the 
gap  was  expose<l  to  tbe  sea,  some  of  tbe  small  stones  were  washed  out  by  the  first 
storm,  and  the  water  flowed  back  aud  forth  at  a  little  above  half -tide.  This  was 
repaired  by  placing  a  small  quantity  of  stone  in  the  gap,  over  which  sand  aud  beach 
soon  closed,  after  a  large  amount  of  sand  bad  been  washed  through  the  breach  from 
tbe  sea-side,  thus  leaving  the  old  works  stronger  than  before. 
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At  the  creat  storm  of  April  13.  1877,  wb«n  the  very  high  tide  which  covered  every 
partof  ZeuLe's  Iblaud,  iDcludiDg  all  the  siiperotructnre  and  only  excepting  a  few  grassy 
Band-hills  at  the  head,  was  combiTied  wiih  a  terrific  northeast  gale,  the  passage  through 
the  breach  was  again  made,  and  more  of  the  small  stones  washed  oat,  leaving  the 
foandaiton,  which  was  composed  of  large  stones,  secure.  This  has  since  been  repaired 
by  placing  more  stone  in  the  breach,  and  the  beach  has  again  closed  over  it.  During 
the  same  storm,  about  S50  feet  length  of  the  old  worm-eaten  superstructure  near  the 
other  breach  was  tilted  up  but  not  carried  away,  as  it  was  not  exposed  t«>  the  sea.  The 
storm  and  waves  swept  furiously  across  the  island,  and  cut  down  its  general  crest-level 
from  1  to  2  feet,  carrying  the  sand  into  the  hollows  and  over  the  works  to  the  river- 
side. This  stogii,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  severest  that  has  occnred  at  Cape  Fear 
Kiver  for  more  than  forty  years,  left  Keke's  Island  in  belter  condition  than  before. 

Its  eifeot  on  the  long  sand-spit  of  Smith's  Island  was  remarkable.  This  beach,  for 
several  miles  southward  from  the  head,  has  been  lined  with  a  wall  of  sand-hills  sinnb 
the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Smithville.  These  were  nearly  all  swept  clean 
by  the  storm,  and  spread  over  the  ndjacent  marshes  and  flats  to  a  width  of  from  200  to 
500  feet,  and  graded  as  nicely  as  if  artificially  done.  A  few  sand-hills  are  left  at  the 
head  of  the  island,  and  a  few  firtber  south,  which  are  well  back  on  the  ma'-sh.  Near 
the  place  of  the  former  "  swashes,''  about  3  nnl'S  from  the  head  of  the  island,  the  sand 
is  washed  away,  leaving  the  marsh,  which  is  the  foundation  of  the  whole  beach,  nearly 
bare,  and  the  water  passes  across  at  less  than  half-tide,  but  not  at  low- water.  For 
some  time  after  the  storm  the  spring-tides  washed  across  nearly  2  miles  of  this  beauh. 
Ever  since  the  storm,  the  natural  forces  of  wind  and  waves  have  tended  to  strengthen 
the  beach  and  close  1  he  *^  swashes."  The  crest  of  the  beach  has  risen  from  1  to  2  feet 
for  several  miles,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  sand-hills  will  again  rise.  There  is  a 
slower  tendency  to  dosing  the  swashes.  There  seems  to  be  no  danger  of  a  permanent 
inlet,  as  the  water  is  very  shoal  in  the  bay,  and  has  been  made  more  so  by. the  storm. 
A  good  field  is  now  presented  for  planting  and  propagating  beach-grass  on  ground  thus 
leveled  and  graded  along  this  island.  Experiences  in  other  similar  localities  seem  to 
demonstrate  its  probable  efficiency  hrre  in  preserving  this  beach. 

No  great  changes  have  occurred  during  the  year  in  the  shore-lines  of  Bald  Head 
Point  and  the  opposite  point  of  Oak  Island. 

These  appear  to  be  rather  favorable  than  otherwise  to  the  development  and  preser- 
vation of  Bald  Head  Channel,  as  the  present  condition  of  the  point  interferes  less  with 
the  general  direction  and  force  of  the  main  channel,  and  thus  diminishes  the  tendency 
to  force  the  main  current  over  the  " Rip"  into  the  western  channel. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  Bald  Head  Channel  daring  the  year  either 
in  position  or  depth.  The  shortest  soundings  are  10^  feet  at  mean  low-water,  and  gen- 
erally 12  feet  and  over,  joxcepting  for  short  distances,  over  soft  sand.  At  the  ^*  Rip  "  of 
the  western  channel  the  depth  has  lately  increased  to  8^  feet  at  mean  low- water. 

The  new  cut  behind  the  Horseshoe  Shoal  has  retained  the  depth  originally  dredged, 
excepting  for  about  ooe-third  of  a  mile  length  at  the  upper  end,  where  a  constant 
tendency  to  shoal  has  been  noted,  caused  by  the  tidal  currents  crossing  it  obliquely, 
particularly  of  the  ebb-tide.  The  original  depth  of  12  feet  at  mean  low-water  is  reduced 
to  8^  teet  at  some  places,  and  there  is  a  general  shoaling  on  all  this  portion  of  the  cut. 
This  tendency  will  be  cured  to  some  extent  by  the  closing  of  New  Inlet.  An  estimate 
for  dredging  and  widening  the  upper  end  of  the  channel  is  ap()endrd. 

The  new  dredged  channel  at  the  *^  Logs,"  near  Campbell's  Inland,  retains  the  original 
depth.  It  is  only  130  feot  in  width,  and  should  be  widened  to  make  it  more  service- 
able. 

An  estimate  for  widening  it  to  250  feet  is  appended. 

I  have  made  an  exhaustive  hydrographic  survey  of  the  channel  and  vicinity.  The 
map  has  been  completed  under  my  direction  and  forwarded  to  you. 

A  like  survey  of  the  river  between  New  Inlet,  Snow's  marsh,  and  the  deep  water 
above  Federal  Point,  and  below  Price's  Creek  lighi -house,  is  Jiearly  completed.  In 
both  surveys  the  soundings  were  all  made  with  a  pole  and  trigonometric:illy  located. 

Surveys  and  examinations  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  at  the  New  Inlet,  over 
the  apron  and  on  each  side  of  the  same  also  of  Federal  Point,  Zeke's  Island,  Smith's 
Island,  and  Bald  Head  Point,  and  the  results  reported. 

The  suction-dredge  Woodbury  has  been  laid  np  at  Campbell's  Island  during  the 
-whole  year,  under  the  care  of  a  watchman.  Her  hull,  house,  and  machinery  have 
necessarily  suffered  some  further  deterioration  from  decay,  rust,  &c.  Her  boiler  is 
known  to  be  worthless ;  the  engines  and  pumping  apparatus  are  in  reasonably  good 
order. 

A  series  of  simnltaneous  tidal  observations,  begun  in  June,  1876,  has  been  continued 
daring  the  year,  especially  at  Smithville  and  Cam»»beli's  Island. 

The  zero  of  reference  at  all  the  gauges  is  placed  approximately  at  one  level,  by  a 
careful  study  of  the  tidal  movements.  This  is  24.55  feet  below  a  bench-mark  at  the 
root  and  south  side  of  the  large  liv^-oak  tree  in  front  of  the  Tremont  House  in  Smith- 
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Yille,  or  26.75  feet  below  the  floor  of  the  front  hall  of  the  same  house,  or  25.16  below  the 
top  of  the  san-dial  stand  in  the  garrison-yard. 

The  level  is  also  preserved  at  the  site  of  the  li^ht-hoase  at  Campbell's  Island  by 
nails  driven  into  one  of  the  piles  to  correspond  to  the  number  of  feet  above  zero,  as  : 
2      3        4  5 

It  is  also  preserved  at  Federal  Point  by  a  bench  on  the  center  of  the  north  end  of  the 
second  crib,  being  the  end  of  the  base-line  (A),  which  is  7.22  feet  above  zero  of  the 
gange. 

Simnltaneons  observations  have  been  taken  at  the  following  places :  Bald  Head 
Point,  (inside,)  Smithville,  at  the  "  Clio,''  (abont  24  miles  above  Smithville,)  Snow's 
Marsh,  (opposite  the  New  Inlet,)  Zeke's  Island,  (at  the  old  works,  about  BOO  feet  from 
the  head,)  Federal  Point,  Orton  Creek,  (Holmes'  wharf,)  and  Campbell's  Island.  These 
results  do  not  show  the  absolute  range  of  the  tides  at  the  several  places,  (although 
they  do  it  approximately,)  but  they  exhibit  the  relative  ranges  to  the  extent  of  the  ob- 
servations. 

These  tidal  observations  will,  on  comparison  with  future  observations  which  may 
be  made  at  the  same  points  after  closing  the  New  Inlet,  show  the  efifect  of  that  work 
on  the  tidal  movements. 

PROBABLE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  COMING  FISCAL  YEAR. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  present  appropriation  will  be  sufficient  for  the  filling  of  the  New 
Inlet  dike  to  mean  low-water.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  the  security  and  per- 
manence of  the  work  that  it  should  be  completpd  to  a  height  of  at  least  6  feet  above 
mean  low- water.  There  will  be  required  for  this,  with  the  necessary  additions  to  the 
slopes,  from  16,000  to  22,000  cubic  yards  of  stone.  A  portion  f  »r  the  facing  and  cover- 
ins  should  be  large  stone  from  other  quarries  than  Cape  Fear  River. 

While  the  New  Inlet  is  being  closed  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  operations 
of  nature  be  assisted  by  working  a  suction-dredge  on  th^  Bald  Head  Bar.  This  method 
of  dredging  is  no  longer  an  experiment,  and  is  the  best  practical  method  for  this  place. 

It  is  believed  that  the  dredge  Woodbury  can  be  thoroughly  repaired,  with  a  new 
boiler,  and  in  hull  and  house,  and  her  machinery  put  in  perfect  order  for  |U,000.  This 
seems  a  large  estimate,  but  extensive  repairs  are  required  aside  from  the  boiler. 

The  importance  of  assisting  the  natural  forces  to  concentrate  in  establishing  the 
Bald  Head  channel,  at  the  critical  time  when  they  are  to  be  increased  by  the  closure 
of  the  New  Inlet,  calls  for  and  justifies  all  reasonable  expenditure  therefor.  The  chan- 
nel thus  established  would  probably  be  permanent. 

The  dredging  and  widening  of  the  upper  end  of  the  Horseshoe  Cut  is  recommended. 

The  widening  of  the  dredged  channel  Just  below  the  ''Logs,"  and  near  Campbell's 
Island,  to  250  feet  width  is  also  recommended. 

The  dredging  in  both  these  places  is  more  expensive  than  the  ordinary  excavation  in 
the  river,  as  in  the  first  place  it  is  mostly  compact  sand,  and  at  the  other  place  a  few 
logs  and  stumps  are  expected,  as  in  the  first  cut.  ' 

Every  reasonable  precaution  should  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of  Smith's  Island 
beach.    A  limited  expenditure  for  the  cultivation  of  beach -grass  is  recommended. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  amount  of  the  estimate  for  completing  the  closure  of  the 
New  Inlet,  with  the  amounts  already  expended  for  the  same,  of  the  former  and  present, 
and  to  be  expended  of  the  present  appropriation,  together  with  a  reasonable  allowance 
for  superintendence  and  contingencies,  does  aggregate  to  |300,000,  the  original  esti- 
mate of  cost. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  for  the  expenditure  of  an  appropriation  of  |160,000.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  full  amount  will  be  granted  : 

16,000  cubic  yards  riprap  stone  from  Cape  Fear  River  for  filling  at  New  Inlet, 

at  $2 $32,000 

4,500  cubic  yards  large  stone  for  facing,  covering,  and  finishing  New  Inlet  dike, 

(in  place,)  at  $4 18,000 

80,00u  cubic  yards  dredging  at  channel  below  ''  Logs,"  at  30  cents 24, 000 

60,000  cubic  yards  dredging  at  Horseshoe  Cut,  at  30  cents 18, 000 

Repairs  of  suction-dredge 14,000 

Operations  of  same  eight  months 8,000 

Cultivation  of  beach-grass  and  repairs  of  Smith's  Island  beach 10, 000 

Repairs  of  old  works,  and  superintendence  and  surveys 20, 000 

Contingencies 16,000 

160,000 
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Comparative  resulia  of  nviultaneoue  tidal  observaHona  in  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina, 
from  June  6, 1876,  to  May  31, 1877. 


SmiibviUe. 
Feet. 
Smithyille  and  Federftl  Point : 

From  184  simiiltaneoas  observations  of  hi^s^li- water  and  184 
simultaneous  observations  of  low-water  : 

High- water  average  height  above  zero  of  gauge 4. 88 

Low-water  average  heignt  above  zero  of  gauge 0. 39 

Average  range 4.49 


Federal  Pt. 
FeiU 


4.50 
0.62 
3.88 


Smithville.    Campbell's  laL 
Smithville  and  Campbell's  Island : 

From  230  simultaneous  observations  of  bigb-water  and  205 
simultaneous  observations  of  low-water : 

High- water  average  height  above  zero  of  gauge 4. 94  4. 54 

Low- water  average  height  above  zero  of  gauge 0. 53  0. 91 

Averagerange 4.41  3.63 

Federal  Pt   Campbell's  laL 
Federal  Point  and  Campbell's  Island : 

From  146  simultaneous  observations  of  high-water  and  135 
simultaneous  observations  of  low-water : 

High- water  average  height  above  zero  of  gauge 4. 52  4. 46 

Low-water  average  height  above  zero  of  gauge 0. 63  0. 79 

Averagerange 3.89  3.67 

Highest  tide  observed  at  Smithville  April  13, 1877 8. 10 

Lowest  tide  observed  at  Smithville  January  31, 1877 0. 95  below  zero. 

Highest  tide  observed  at  Federal  Point  April  13, 1877 7. 97 

Lowest  tide  observed  at  Federal  Point  January  2, 1877 ^- .  0. 45  below  zero, 

Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

Henry  Bacon, 

Aaeietant  Engineer, 
Maj.  Wm.  p.  CRAiaHILL, 

Corps  of  Engineere. 
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REPOET   OP   THE   CHIEP   OP   ENGIKEER8. 


Statement  of  stocks,  receiptSf  and  exports  of  cotton,  ^x, — Continaed. 
DESTINATION  OF  EXPORTS. 


1876-'77. 

1875-'76. 

Cotton. 

Spirits. 

Rosin. 

Cotton. 

Spirits. 

Bosin. 

New  York 

63,674 

7,165 

18 

17,011 

8,925 

50 

251 

877 

13 

47.616 
49.752 

2.088 
12,259 

1.272 
940 

46,844 

8.363 

1,000 

SO 

1,873 

12.990 
10.246 

S67 
327 

117, 015 
43,503 

7,791 
10,538 

1.977 

Baltimore 

Philadelphia 

Boston  .r 

Other  Dorts — 

6,981 

Bamt 

........  . 

77,838 

27,127- 

113,927 

58,103 

24,766 

180.914 

Cork,  for  orders... 

2,773 

28, 157 
17,803 

127 
4.127 
2.600 

TM 

300 
1,375 

30JI 
1,480 

500 
1,331 
6.211 

9,863 

61. 463 

29.084 

20,785 

44,664 

7.382 

9.851 

1,045 

1,530 

80,323 

43,005 

3.038 

35,075 

7.638 

9,741 

5,600 

300 

550 

510 

Londou -- 

57, 142 
70,854 
26,350 
40,722 
4.182 

Liverpool 

21,056 

23.585 

Btiatol , 

Gl  AMirow 

Huir^:::.:.:::^. .::::::.:::::::::;:;. 

Newcastle 

3,476 
18  222 

Ornnton  and  T/oith  ....  ^  r 

Belfast 

400 
1,550 
6,893 

5.505 

JIaiubiirff  ..........■*....... ...     ...  . 

1,226 

45.5U0 

59,914 

5,672 

S8.007 

Botterdam 

AniRterdam 

7,963 
775 

1,075 

Antwerp 

22,080 

38,637 

500 

8,701 

Stettin 

17,258 
2.000 
2.50O 

Bremf  n 

1.868 

1,365 

500 

Dordrcbt 

Cronatadt     

5.326 
5,004 
1,075 

Trie8te 

8,172 

Barcelona 

Cardiff...  

1,700 

Havre    

2,5ii 

Other  porta 

92 

816 

38 

965 

Total  foreifni 

36.948 

66,  498 

381,100 

2.5,836 

80,034 

399,482 

Total  exports 

114. 766 

93,625 

495, 027 

83,989 

104. 790 

580,396 

ANNUAL  EXPORT  TABLE. 
Statement  of  the  principal  articles  of  produce  and  manufacture  exported  from  the  port  of 
Wilmington,  North  Carvlina^for  the  year  ending  December  31,  ld76,  and  compared  with 
the  years  lr^5  and  1874 ;  also  the  receipts  of  a  few  articles  for  the  same  period, 

[Compiled  by  John  L.  Cantwell,  secretary  of  the  Wilmington  Prodace  £xchango.J 

DOMK6TIC. 


Sundries. 

Barrels. 

Destination. 

g 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•0 
•15 

«  a 
u  *■ 
0 

i 

i 

if 

ti 

5 

Baltimore 

2,271,422 
.•»99. 019 
109.215 
150.  124 
564,813 

""i28,*550' 
394,345 
832,  575 
527, 643 
150.566 
270,527 
225,000 
669,210 
245, 067 
281.460 
153,236 
3,000 

1,034,050 

10,500 

42.942 

457 

10,730 
"166 

48,625 
'9,"96i 

15,540 

Bath 

125 

Boston 

4,.'U1 

. 

New  Bedford 

New  York 

i.'ioi.'iso 

'8,066 

"P9,'76l 

4 

230 

i7,'698 

49,'i8i 

1.000 
11.561 

Perth  Amhoy 

Philadelphia 

Portland          

721,225 

37,03-2 

908,  KO 

•• 

.... 

52 

1,033 

400 

Richmond     

ThomAAtAn 

3 

2 

Waldohoro*    . 

"Wilmington 



Sundry  and  railroads 

I,  600, 097 

.... 

853 

2,167 

928 

Tot«l,  1876.... 
Total,  1875 

7,  575, 772 
3,916,066 
9,998.295 

2, 963, 225 
3,330.200 
5,432.408 

.55.  .^32 
76,889 
110.  476 

2, 650, 860 

664 

8,741 

4 

687 

29, 4ai 
22,239 
42,708 

110,970 
222.930 
307, 758 

34,106 
30,540 

Total,  1874 

47.880 
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Statement  of  ihe  principal  artiolea  exported  from  Wilmington,  N,  C,  ^c^Cod tinned. 

FOBBIOK. 


Snn  dries. 

Bairels. 

i 

1 

i 

a 
1 

1 
1 

4S 

s 

1 

h 

o 

i 

1 

U 

QQ 

1,331 
7,677 

1 

1 

i 

Amnterdaiii ......... 

i'l'/m 

Antwerp. 

918.994 
900,000 

180,300 

13 

Sttrbfido66 

Belfast 

700 
1,365 
4,094 

5,954 

500 

93.445 

Bremen 

Bristol 

OArdeiiftii 

400,710 
199,093 

161 

CapeUaytlen 

Cork.  QueonatowD, 
orFaltuoath,O.B., 
for  orders 

106, 915 

17,067 

6,782 
9,326 

9,159 

Cronstadt 

Demarara 

340,516 
195,048 



129 

facobal 

Olasjcow 

9,500 

45,144 

9,510 

Grenada 

117, 076 

GreeDook 

1,927 

JjAmhnf <r  --,-. 

1,580 

5 

5 

730 

79,397 
5,639 

Harbor  Island 

90,339 

65,000 

4 

Havana .• 

3,816 

71 

Honduras  .......... 

37,557 

50,000 

10 

Hnll 

7,153 

Hayti 

199,000 
134. 37S 
467,889 
533,497 

17,000 

56,575 

399»015 

Jackmel 

90 

*"'*600 

1, 015 

40,698 

71,532 

i6,'687 

Jeremte 

IjacTiaTra 

iSth  .":.."!: 

1,375 

Liverpool 

7,079 

13,587 

liOndon    

22,807 
""850 

Mayagnes 

180,630 

80,600 

■-•••■•• 

Newcastle 

PointaPetre 

169,941 

766,699 

1, 559,  435 

78,711 

737,935 

44,250 
323.900 
460,500 

40,000 

Ponoe 

Port  an  Prince 

PortdePaix 

Kio  de  Janeiro 

Hotterdani 

....... 

11 

49,855 

157 

17, 447 

45 

Santiago  de  Cuba... 
Stettin: 

160,791 


St.  Martins  and  Nevis 

64,207 
935.846 
118,649 

in,  WO 

54,700 

1 

8 

St.  Pierre 

Sarinam 

55 

5 
5.004 

95 

Trieste 

Total,  1870.... 

8,199,860 
5,90i54l 
4,231,030 

1,926,  55.") 
1.  859. 000 
3, 087, 805 

3,816 
12. 113 
23,898 

62,159 
85.181 
83,120 

379,585 
300, 400 
.248, 424 

97,785 

Total.  1875 

16,619 

Total,  1874 

20,799 

GEAHD  TOTAUB,  COAST  AND  FOBKIQN. 


Total,  1876 
Total,  1875 
Total,  1874 


15, 698, 632 
9,890,607 
14, 229, 335 


4. 889. 780 
5, 189, 900 
8. 520, 913 


3,816 
12,113 
92,898 


55, 539 

76,  8H9 
116,  476 


9,650.860 
664 
8,741 


687 


91,592  1490,555 
107,420  |523.330 
195, 837  556, 189 


61,891 
47,150 


Total,  1876. 
Total,  1875 . 
Total,  1874 . 


94.973 
109,014 
128,516 


498,765 
552,113 
64L  140 


64,441 
47,159 
68,  619 
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EEPOET   OP   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


Statement  of  tkeprinoipal  articles  exported  from  Wilmington,  N,  C,  ^*c, — Continaed. 


Barrels. 

DesUnation. 

5 

^ 

^ 

1 

1 

i 
1 

1 

t 

a 
6 

11 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

! 

1 

CD 

Baltimore 

796 

3,867 
25 

945 
51 

531 
13 

331 

94 

35 

71 

53 

23 

48 

1 

Bath 

Boston     .  « 

S50 

10 

.... 

.... 

.... 

iCeDDAbank t 

New  York 

8,821 

4 

118 

18 

'    8 

94 

4 

ThomaatoD 

Sundry  and  railroads.. 

33 

9 

3 

795 

102    .... 

7 

1 

46 

31 

4 

4 
15 

m 

132 

36 

Total.  1876 

Total,  1875 

3,900 
7, 955 
14, 945 

5,76a 
3.994 
7,316 

117 
156 
l:J3 

155 
65 
175 

884 
63 

163     47 
49    ... 
145    

17 

49 

47 
157 

898 

31 

36 

Total,  1674 

.... 

45 

300 

4 

Demarara 

TT%i*hor  Tsland 

7 

60 

Jeremie 

100 

Liverpool 

1,535 

Port  au  Prince 

10 

7 

50 

St.  Martins  and  Nevis. 

Surinam 

" 

** 

' 

Total,  1876 

1.535 
339 
650 

316 
183 
167 

100 

7 

60 

Total,  1875 

• 



Total,  1874 ,   ..   . 

OBAND  TOTALS,  COAST  AHD  FOBBION. 


Totol,1876. 
Total.  1875. 
Total,  1874. 


5.435 
8.398 


6.078 
4.176 
7.483 


317 
156 
153 


155 

65 

175 


891 
63 


173 
49 
145 


47 


17 


47 
157 
398 


St 


64 

15 

361 


133  '    36 


Total  1876 

119,617 
83.974 
15,575 

Total.  1875 

Total.  1874 

Barrels. 

Hogsheads. 

Bushels. 

Cases. 

Bundles. 

i 

1 

i 

i3 

1 

1 

Ill 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1' 

1 

1 
1 

1 

Baltimore 

Boston 

.... 

.... 

80 

1.313 

39,934 

88 

393 

1.408 
35 
83 

6 

46 

New  York 

1 

54 

69 

305 

14 

418 

8.083 

936 

55 

? 

Philadelnhia  

91 

Sundry  and  railroads 

363 

15 

18 

10 

879 

6,398 

ii 

6 

899 

96 

TotaL  1876 

364 

15 

18 

336 
173 
568 

44 

2.610 
1,360 
3,111 

44,405 
41,138 
33,562 

355 

1,340 

835 

453 

325 
376 

1,515 
770 
717 

898       fi-*( 

Total.  1875 

Total,  1874 

600 

... 
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statement  of  the  principal  artidle9  exported  from  Wilmington,  JV,  C,  #-0.— Continaed. 

FOBCION. 


Barrela. 

Hogsheads. 

Bushels. 

Gases. 

Bandies. 

PMtioaUon. 

1 

1 

i 

3 

& 

1 

44 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

Cftrdenas 

1,579 

Harbor  Island 

3 

JTavaia    .. ^. w»-,,,. tw,,-, - 

79 

SO 

Jeremie 

SO 
850 



PoitdePaix 

Total,  1876 

1,658 
5li 
150 

270 

iiiis' 

33.8»8 

Total,  1875 

Total  1874 

ORAKD  TOTALS,  COAST  AND  FOUB16N. 


Total,  1876. 
Total.  1875. 
Total,  1874. 


36 


15 


18 


338 
568 


44 


4.868 
1,861 
3,861 


44.455 
41,138 
33,568 


355 
1,340 


453 
885 

376 


1,515 
770 

717 


95 


Bundles. 

Bales. 

Packages. 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

>« 

1 

1 

1 

819 
3J 

1 

« 

1 

H 

Baltimore 

886 
545 

67 
63 

7,834 

54,096 

56 

165 

7,531 

1.167 
1,816 

3,681 
388 

145 

151 

88 

310 
788 

7 

14 

VewYork 

91 

Pailadelphia 

ProTidenoe 

""538 

73 

'ii* 



195 

i 



Sundry  and  railroads 

176 

847 

86 

Total,  1876 

1,007 

1,841 

338 

977 

870 

3,570 

68,682 
53,183 
58,635 

3. 511 
1.984 
8,375 

4,076 
1,860 
1,095 

157 

179 
98 
138 

447 
846 
399 

1,039 
884 

7 

61 

Total  1875 

40 

Total,  1H74.. 

714 

3,889 

775 

1.868 

8.773 

l.Oll 

83.486 

Antwerp ................. 

Bremen 

Cork,  Qaeenstown,  or  Fal- 

moutli,  G.  B.,  for  orders. 

Havre 

Xilverpool ......  .......... 

11 

Total,  1876 

33.808 
18, 140 
11,987 

11 

Total,  1875 

TotftJ,  1874......... 

3 

86 

OKANV  TOTALS,  COAST  AND  POBBION. 


ToUl.1876. 
Total.  1875.. 
Total,  1874.. 


1,007 
1,841 


977 
870 


338  3,570 


108,684 
71,868 
63,568 


3,588 
1,984 
8,378 


4,076 
1,860 
1.181 


157 


179 
96 
138 


447 
846 
399 


1,039 
884 


61 

40 

714 


Total  1876 

111,434 

88,8.19 
67,150 

Total,  1875 

Total,  1874 
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EEPORT   OP   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


Statement  of  theprindpal  artwUa  exported  from  Wilmingtony  N.  C,  ^*o. — Continned. 

DOXESTIC. 


DesUnatioD. 


Baltimore 

New  York 

Sandry  and  railroads. . . 


Total,  1876. 

Total,  1875 

Total.  1874 


108 
44 


Packages. 


Rolls. 


1,644 
900 


3,534 
1.318 
2,363 


1 


4 

a  774 


8,778 
7,430 
9,714 


124 


124 


814 
385 


1,199 
186 
017 


50 


310 
31 


341 


36 


Ba£8. 


58 


58 


6 
S 


1,036 


2,517 


3,553 

438 


1,349 


1,349 


TTarbor  Inland  j 

24 

30 





— 

• 





Havana  

Point  a  Petre 

24 
24 

St  Pierre 

Total,  1870 

34 

48 

ORAin>  TOTALS,  COAST  AND  FORBION. 


Toial,]876 
Totol,  1875 
Total,  1874 


108 

44 

285 


3.532 
1.719 
2, 353 


8,778 
7,430 
4,714 


16 


124 

186 
617 


,119 


50 


341 
39 
683 


36 


58 


3,553 
438 


1,349 


Statement  of  exports  from  the  district  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  to  foreign  countries 
from  January  1,  1871,  to  December  31, 1876,  inclusive. 


Tear. 

Cotton. 

Rosin  and  tur- 
pentine. 

Tar  and  pitch 

.    Spirits  tarpentino. 

7871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

Bales. 

61 

707 

4,555 

12, 124 

18, 141 

32,202 

Value. 

H061 

55,832 

S96, 491 

741,926 

1,088,065 

1, 782, 684 

Barrels. 
132,812 
189, 332 
367,  379 
175, 629 
MM),  043 
187,851 

Value 
$404,853 
784, 2i^ 
1, 152, 880 
943,289 
630,831 
766,685 

Barrels 
6.080 
5,184 
4,510 
19, 419 
17,866 
25,243 

Value 
$12,026 
16,133 
14,6IS 
46,05G 
32.393 
44,589 

.  Barrels. 
46.800 
73.030 
93. 157 
84,009 
85,830 
65,057 

Value, 
$1, 021. 675 
1, 788, 403 
1, 806, 855 
1, 347,  462 
1, 250, 531 
898,793 

M/eet 
6.W66 
7,137 
7,103 
4,816 
7,123 
7,148 

Value, 
$135,485 
156,801 
1511,380 
96,930 
128,272 
121,034 

Year. 

Shingles. 

Rallroad.ties. 

Lath. 

JUuipiy  hugs- 
heads  and 
Uarrels. 

Briok. 

Staves. 

1871 

if. 

1,808 
1,803 
2,447 
2,223 
2.115 
1,871 

Value. 
$10, 303 
12,341 
15,737 
14,095 
12,926 
10  S67 

No. 
22,052 

4.241 
15,861 
35,919 

8.500 

3,816 

Value. 

$10,5.% 

2,120 

8,  i;« 

19,896 
3,725 
2.008 

M. 

Value. 

No. 
16 

Value. 

$u 

M. 

20,000 

Value. 
1220 

No. 

Vahie. 

1872 

1873 

10 

$30 

125 
1,096 
1,047 
1.184 

125 

i,3:n 

1,505 
1,414 

1874 

1875 

'306 

■*i,*866" 

15,000 

197 

1876 

29,700 

$832 

Year. 

Co 

tr 

peas. 

Spars. 

NaUs. 

Potatoes. 

Mineral  oiL 

Rope. 

1871 

Bush. 

Value. 

No. 

Value. 

JUrt. 

Value. 

BlfU. 

Value 

Gdtte. 

Value. 

JJa. 

Value. 

1872 

90 

$85 

1 

$186 

1873 

2,900 
'4.958 

$174 

1874 

1875 

85 
39 
40 

35 
43 
42 

5 
"4* 

195 
""356 

14 
4 

4 

$42 
10 
10 

100 
1,000 

$40 
190 

2,154 

$403 

1876 
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Statement  of  exports  front  the  district  of  Wilmington,  N,  C,  ^o.-— Continued. 


Tear. 

Cotton  goods. 

Gold. 

Oakam. 

MackereL 

Salt  pork. 

Floar. 

1871 

Tardi. 

YalM. 

$10,000 

Owl 

Value. 

Kits. 

Value. 

Bias, 

Value. 

Bbla. 

Value. 

1878 

1873 

1874 

616 

•    $190 

12 

$133 

34 

193 

inn 

eiaso 

36' 
60 

1875 

$210 
360 

1876 

153,557 

11,258 

) 

Tetr. 

Baoon. 

Boots  and  shoes 

Tobacco. 

Gaano. 

Hats. 

Paint 

1871 

Xte. 

Value. 

Ooiea. 

Value. 

Lb8. 

Valve. 

Tanu. 

Value. 

Doz, 

Value. 

Galls. 

Valm. 

itm 

1873 

1874 

1875 

5 
10 

1222 
432 

132 

129 

166 
65 

""4 

107 

$267 

1876 

1,626 

$168 

$240 

68 

$566 

CUSTOM-HOUBB,  Wilmington,  April  13, 1877. 


R.  W.  Chadwick, 

Deputy  Cotteetor, 


HAllBOR-MASTEK'S  REPORT  FOR  1874,  1875,  AND  1876. 

1874. 

American 
vessels. 

Steamers 197     • 

Barks 

Brigs 15 

Schooners 209 


Total. 


421 


Forelen 
vessels. 


Steamers 1 

Barks 101 

Brigs PO 

Sohooners 10 

Total 192 

Total  arrivals,  American  and  foreign,  613.     Total  tonnage,  American  and 
231,9?4. 

1875. 

American 
veseels. 

Steamers 119 

Barks 


To 
nnage. 

125, 138 

50, 481 
178,798 

Tonnage. 

40 

31,581 

19, 3:^6 

2,179 

53, 136 
foreign, 


Brigs 

Schooners . 


17 

81 


Total . 


Steamers  . 
Barks  .... 

Brigs 

Schooners . 


217 

Foreign 
vessels. 

1 

73 

56 

3 


Total . 


133 


Total  arriyals,  American  and  foreign,  350.    Total  tonnage,  American  and 
139.338. 


Tonnage. 
75,771 

'"'4,'243 

18,985 

98,999 

Tonnage. 

200 
24, 432 

14,948 
759 

40,339 
foreign, 
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1876. 

AmerlcuL      T^jnnace. 

Steamers 157  104,742 

Barks 1  400 

Brigs 10  2,244 

Schooners 120  28,855 

Total 288         l;J6,241 

steamers 1  60 

Barks 124  41,530 

Brigs 74  19,771 

Schooners 6  804 

Total 205  62,155 

Total  arrivals.  American  and  foreign.  493.    Total  tonnage,  American  and  foreign, 
198,396. 

COMPARATIVR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPORTS  OP  COTTON  AND  NAVAL 
STORKS  AT  THE  PORT  OF  WILMINGTON,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  FOR  THE  YEARS  ENDING 
MARCH  31,  1876  AND  1877. 

Beeeipia. 


Cotton. 

Spirits  of 
tarpentine. 

Kosln. 

Tar. 

Crnde 
tnrpentineL 

For  the  year  eodlng  March  31, 1876 

BaliB. 
84,518 
115,916 

BW*. 
97, 197 
97,409 

BhU. 
540,730 
524. 967 

BbU. 
53,010 
71, 211 

Bhl9, 
86,833 

For  the  ye^  ending  March  31, 18T7 

143,8^ 

ExporUt  domeatic. 


For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1876. 
For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1877. 


58,103 
77.838 


«4,701 
27,127 


180.689 
113,927 


34.770 
38,478 


7,019 
4,450 


Exports,  foreign. 


For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1876. 
For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1877., 


25.886 
36, 948 


80,024 
66,  498 


399,480 
381, 100 


31,554 
33,476 


391 
2,328 


Total  exports^  domestic  and  foreign. 


For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1P76., 
For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1877.. 


83,989 
114, 786 


104.725 
93,625 


580, 169  I  66, 324 
495,027  I  71,954 


7.403 
6,778 


Stocks, 


For  the  year  ending  March  31, 1876. 
For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1877. 


2,592 
3,722 


1,077 
4,861 


23,889 
53,829 


8.160 
7,404 


5,038 
5.016 


CHAMBBH  CIS  COHVKBCK, 

WUmingUm,  y,  C,  AprU  2, 1877. 


Jno.  L.  Castwiell. 

Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  MR.  8.  T.  ABERT,  UNITED  STATES 
CIVIL  ENGINEER,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30, 1877. 

United  States  Enotneeb  Offioe, 

WashingUmy  D.  0.,  July  21, 1877. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annnal  report 
relatiug  to  the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvement  under  my  charge 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  T.  Abbrt, 
United  States  Civil  Engineer, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  tf.  8.  A, 


Gi. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WASHINGTON  AND  GEORGETOWN  HARBORS,  DISTRICT 

OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  operations  with  the  diamond  drill,  in  the  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
were  continued  until  August  15,  when  the  machinery  was  towed  to  the 
James  River,  near  Richmond.  The  balance  of  the  appropriation,  being 
too  small  for  the  continuation  of  the  improvemeot,  can  be  expended  in 
making  examinations  of  the  channel  between  the  aqueduct  and  Gies- 
boro  Pointy  in  order  to  ascertain  the  changes  which  are  taking  place^ 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  data  for  estimating  the  amount  of 
dredging  required  for  the  preservation  of  the  navigation.  I  subjoin  a 
detailed  history  of  operations  since  my  last  report. 

The  diamond  drill  of  the  American  Diamond  Drill  Company  was  used 
in  removing  rock.  The  same  machine  bad  been  used  upon  the  James 
River,  below  Richmond,  and  was  kindly  loaned  to  me  by  Col.  Wm.  P. 
Craighill,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers. 

DETAILED   DESCRIPTION  OF   THE   WORK,   WITH  ANALYSIS   OP    COST — 
METHOD  OF  WORttlNO. 

The  plant  consisted  of— 

1.  A  hoUterf  which  was  a  scow  (65'  X  23')  with  a  derrick  and  hoistlng'^iigine. 

2.  A  drilling-platform,  (16'  X  18')  supported  on  four  inclined  spads,  oonnected  with 
the  platform  by  suitable  searing. 

3.  Two  driUing-engineSf  for  operating  the  diamond  drill. 

4.  A  hoiler-lighter,  with  a  boiler  for  sapplyiog  steam  to  the  drilling-engine. 

5.  A  small  lighter ^  for  the  use  of  the  divers ;  and^ 

6.  A  8ton(h8oow,  for  the  removal  of  the  rock. 
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The  rock  to  be  removed  was  first  carefully  examined,  and  the  loca- 
tion, direction,  and  length  of  the  drill-holes  determined  npon.  The  drill- 
ing-platform  was  then  set  at  high  tide,  the  spuds  being  made  fast  to  the 
platform,  so  that  as  the  tide  fell  it  rested  upon  them.  The  drilling- 
engine  was  then  placed  in  position  on  the  edge  of  the  platform,  and 
connected  with  the  boiler  on  the  boiler-lighter  by  a  flexible  steam-hose. 
The  engine  was  run  at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  but  the  power  was  so 
small  that  any  serious  obstruction  would  stop  it  without  injury  to  the 
diamonds.  The  rate  of  drilling  was,  on  an  average,  30  inches  per  hour. 
After  the  hole  was  drilled  the  platform  was  removed,  and  the  tin  cart- 
ridges, containing  the  nitro-glycerine,  placed  in  it  by  the  diver.  A 
water-tight  exploder  of  fulminate  of  mercury  having  previously  been 
introduced,  the  cartridge  was  closed  by  a  wooden  plug,  the  gutta-percha 
covered  wire  from  the  exploder  passing  through  the  plug.  No  tamping 
was  used  other  than  some  old  rope,  or  waste,  around  the  top  of  the  car- 
tridge. The  lighters,  &c.,  having  been  removed  to  a  safe  distance,  the 
charge  was  fired  by  a  frictional  battery. 

The  removal  of  the  rock  was  then  commenced,  the  pieces  being  hoisted 
by  means  of  chains  placed  about  them  by  the  diver,  and  then  placed 
on  the  scow.  It  was  found  that  the  most  economical  work  can  be  done 
when  the  pieces  contain  from  1  to  2  yards.  The  diver  can  place  the 
chain  about  the  rock  more  easily,  and  there  is,  therefore,  less  delay. 
Masses  of  over  4  cubic  yards,  weighing  10^  tons,  have  been  raised,  but 
the  strain  on  the  machinery  was  very  great,  particularly  after  the  stone 
had  left  the  water..  Small  pieces  were  placed  on  an  iron  grating  by  the 
diver,  and  raised  in  this  way.  This,  however,  is  a  slow  operation,  as 
it  is  difficult  for  the  diver  to  move  rapidly  under  water. 

ROCK  A. 

This  rock  was  situated  in  the  center  of  the  stream,  a  short  distance 
below  the  Aqueduct  bridge.  Work  was  commenced  on  it  March  17.  A 
drift  log,  some  35  feet  long,  and  about  2  feet  in  diameter,  was  found 
lodged  on  it.  On  attempting  to  set  the  drilling-platform,  it  was  found 
that  the  rock  was  surrounded  by  very  soft  mud,  into  which  the  spuds 
sank  so  far  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  lengthen  them.  This  having 
been  done,  work  was  actively  commenced.  The  rock  was  found  to  be  a 
very  hard  and  tough  granitic  rock;  it  broke  into  wedge-shaped  pieces, 
with  smooth  faces.  The  rock  weighed  183.75  pounds  per  cubic  foot. 
Operations  on  this  rock  were  interrupted  by  a  freshet,  which  began 
March  28  and  continued  several  days.  The  work  was  continujed  until 
April  12,  when  there  was  a  depth  of  from  17  to  18  feet  over  the  rock  at 
low-water,  somewhat  more  than  was  found  on  the  mud  bottom  of  the 
river  above  the  rock.  Sixty-one  feet  of  holes  were  drilled,  at  an  average 
rate  of  2.4  feet  per  hour;  61.4  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  removed.  The 
average  amount  of  nitro-glycerine  per  yard  of  rock  was  0.85  pounds,  52^ 
pounds  being  used  on  the  entire  rock.  This  includes  that  used  in  '^  flat 
cartridges" — used  for  opening  cracks  and  seams. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  work  of  the  drill  in  detail : 
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Rock  A. — Tabular  statement  of  operations. 


Holes  driUed. 

II 
1 

.... 

"i' 

"k 
.... 

1 

"sl 

II 

(y 

Lbs. 
11 
8 
2 
2 
6 

3 
8 
4 
3 
3 

DeBignfttion. 

1 

Q 

h 

r 

5 

Kemarks. 

I 

Feet. 

14 

3 

Inch^t. 

Houn. 

2.55 
2.00 

Commenced  Uarcli  9flL 

2 .: 

3 

3 

«4 

li  1  2. 00 

;  .. 

4 

7 
5 
6 
4 

si 
Si 

3    1  8.33 
2       2.50 
Si  1  2. 40 
2    ;  9-0 

5 

6 

7 

8 



3 

8 
2 
3 

3.0 
3.0 
2.33 

9 

10 



Completed  April  1% 

Total 

Avcat... 

61    

1 

25 

16 

52i 

Average  rate  of  drilling  per  hoQr  =  2.4  feet. 

Average  amount  of  nitro-glyeerine  per  yard  of  rock  =  0.85  poands. 

Nnmber  oubio  yards  of  rock  removed.  61.4. 

EOOK  B. 

Bock  B  was  sitaated  Dear  the  middle  of  the  river,  opposite  the  mill- 
race.  A  sarvey  was  made  of  it,  and  its  contour  is  shown  on  the  ac- 
companying plan.  The  least  depth  over  it  was  5.7  feet,  and  its  loca- 
tion was  such  as  to  render  it  the  most  dangerous  obstruction  to  navigation 
in  the  harbor.  Its  length  at  the  16-tbot  curve  was  about  52  feet,  and 
the  width  averaged  28  feet.  Work  was  commenced  April  13.  The  rock 
was  fonnd  to  be  granitic,  very  irregalar  in  its  composition,  containing 
ihany  masses  of  pure  quartz  and  of  mica.  On  the  top  of  the  rock  the 
mica  had  been  washed  out  by  the  action  of  the  water,  and  the  hollow 
pockets  presented  a  honey-combed  appearance.  Frequent  natural  seams 
in  the  rock  made  the  drilling  difficult.  In  blasting  it  was  found  that^ 
owing  to  the  peculiar  composition  of  the  rock,  it  broke  into  small  pieces ; 
rendering  it  more  expensive  to  raise. 

The  force  of  the  explosive  seemed  to  be  expended  in  breaking  the 
rock  into  powder  or  small  fragments,  rather  than  into  the  comparatively 
large  masses  required  for  economical  handling.  ■ 

Work  was  continued  on  this  rock  until  June  6,  when,  owing  to  the  ac- 
cumulation of  sand  and  d4hriSy  dredging  was  found  necessary,  and  the 
force  was  transferred  to  G-str^et  rock.  Application  was  made  for  the 
use  of  the  dredge  at  the  navy-^ard,  which  was  granted.  The  dredge 
having  been  fitted  up,  work  was  resumed  July  6.  When  sufficient 
dredging  had  been  done,  work  was  resumed  with  the  drill  and  hoister, 
and  continued  until  July  29,  when  a  depth  of  16  feet  at  low-water  waa 
attained  over  the  whole  rock,  and  operations  were  discontinued. 

The  following  table  exhibits  in  detail  the  work  of  the  drills  and  the 
result  attained. 
23  E 
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Rock  B. — Tabular  statement  of  opeiaiiona. 


Holes  drilled.     • 

1 

a* 

ii 

It 

De&i^ation. 

^ 

i 

Remarks. 

1 

Feet. 
15 
15 
10 

Inches. 

? 

Hours.  1' 
6J  1  2.3 
6i  1  2. 3 

6    1  1.67 

6 
12 
7 
6 
6 

'I' 

3 
11 

6 

5 
10 
13 

6 

6 

8 

3 

5 

J' 

10 
10 

6 

6 

3 

5 

5 

9 

2 

3 

• 

4 

14 
11 
11 

2 

8 

7      2 

5 

5    1  2.2 
5    !  2.2 

:::: 

8 

"q 

6 

7 

11 
9 

2* 

5     ii 

4    1  2.25 

8 

9 

11 
9 

2* 

2i 

6    1  1.83 
5    1  1.8 

10 

i 

11 

9 
13 

m          4       2.25 
2i,          5    ,2.6 

13 

13 

14 

8 
9 

2J            3 

2i  1          4 

2.67 
2.25 

15 

8 

2i|          2* 

3.2 

Work  suspended. 
Work  n^nninedt 

16 

5 
10 
10 
9 
9 

2il          3| 

3.33 

2L85 
2.50 
2.57 
2.57 

17 ^ 

18 

19 

SO 

81 

5 
4 

24.      n 

24  1        14 

a33 
2.67 

ftU 

1 

Total  tSlincbea) 

205 
10 

874 

.... :            R 

243 

Total  4-iiich  holes 

Average  rate  of  driiling  per  hour,  2.34  feet. 

Average  amonnt  of  Ditro-glycerine  per  yard  of  ^ock,  0.76  pound. 

Namber  of  cubic  yards  of  rock  removed,  317.3. 

ROCK  G. 

This  rock  is- off  the  foot  of  G  street,  and  has  been  a  dangerous  ob- 
struction to  navigation.  The  least  depth  of  water  over  it  was  3.1  feet. 
Work  was  commenced  June  7,  but  on  June  13  the  mast  of  the  derrick, 
which  had  become  decayed  by  long  use,  p^ave  way,  causing  a  delay  of 
a  week,  and  involving  a  large  expenditure  for  repairs.  Work  was  sus- 
pended July  5,  to  complete  rock  B,  resumed  July  31,  and  continued 
until  August  15. 

The  rock  was  found  to  be  a  hard  granitic  rock  of  uniform  texture, 
breaking  easily  into  masses  of  the  most  convenient  size.  The  depth  at- 
tained over  this  rock  was  10  feet  at  low-water.  It  was  intended  to 
secure  at  least  13  feet,  but  the  necessity  for  the  return  of  the  machinery 
to  Richmond  prevented  further  work.  The  following  table  exhibits  the 
result  attained : 
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Rock  G. — Tabular  statement  of  operations. 


^ 

Holes  driUed. 

•1 

PZ3 

•  s 

DeBignatioD. 

t 

9- 

1- 

1  

Feet. 
14 

■*"i6"" 

12 

5*" 

4 

hV 

Inches. 
^ 

Si 

si 

Si 

Si 

2 

S 

2 

Si 

2 

Si 

Hours. 
5 

2.8 

13 

1 

2 

7 

6 
5 

2* 

8* 

9 

a 

4 
5 

2.5. 
2.4 

,? 

3 

• 

,t* 

■ 

4 

ii 

li 

'"3.'33 
8.67 

5 

•1 

5 

6 

Si 

2.00 

4 

8 

Total 

51J 

I        IB* 

75 

Average  rate  of  drilliDg  x>er  hoar,  2.64  feet. 

Average  anioant  of  glyceriDO  per  cabic  yard  of  rock,  0.52  pounds. 

Number  of  cubic  yards  of  rock  removed,  143.3. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  nitro-glycerine  made  each 
month,  with  the  cost  of  the  same: 


•s 

'S 

^ 

*o'S 

1 

I 

JO 

Month. 

11 

•si 

11 

•s-g 

^  9 

n 
ii 

r 

gS 

l'« 

1 

March 

320 
335 
810 

32 
32 
82 

54 
63 
140 

5.9 
5.3 

5.8 

0.59 
0.51 
0.58 

$0  58i 
57 

Auril 

Ky. :::....::... :::::.::..:.:......::...::::;:::;.: 

68 

Jnne 

400 

40 

73 

5.5 

0.55 

61 

Joly 

274 

27 

48 

5.7 

0.56 

63 

AngQBt 

150 

15 

87 

5.6 

0.56 

Total 

405 

Avorago 

::;:::::i:::;:::: 

•5.6 

0.56 

1 

The  amount  of  acid  per  pound  of  glycerine  is  5.6  pounds,  and  of  glycerine  one-tenth 
of  this  amount,  .56  pounds. 


The  amount  of  nitro-glycerine  used  per  yard  of  rock  was  0.26  pound. 
The  amount  used  per  >ard  for  each  rock  is  exhibited  in  the  following 
table,  which  also  shows  the  length  of  hole  drilled  per  yard  of  rock  re- 
moTed: 


Designation. 


Character  of  rook. 


-1 


O  9M 

0  «  s 

til 


A. 
B. 
Q. 


Granite,  very  toaiich  and  hard. 
Granite,  irregular  and  soft — 
Granite,  Ann;  easily  broken.. 


1.0 

0.68 

0.36 


0.85 
0.76 
0.52 
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It  appears  from  this  table  that  a  firm  (bat  not  toagh)  rock,  like  rock 
6,  which  breaks  in  large  masses,  can  be  moi'e  economically  removed 
than  a  mnch  softer  rock,  like  rock  £. 

COST  OF   THE  WORK. 

The  total  amount  of  rock  removed  was  522  cabic  yards.  The  details 
of  the  cost  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  from  which  it  appears  the 
total  cost  per  cubic  yard  was  $14.36,  of  which  12.08  was  for  the  transfer 
of  machinery  from  Richmond  and  return,  $2.10  for  extraordinary  repairs, 
and  $10.18  for  actual  cost  of  removal.  This  latter  item  is  made  up  as 
follows : 

Per  cub.  yd. 

Labor $8  06 

Explosives,  cartridges,  &c... ^ 73 

Repairs  to  drill,  iron-work,  &o 41 

Supplies,  rope,  diying-dresses,  &.0 52 

Rent  and  towing 16 

Coal 30 

Total 10  18 

Co8t  of  rock  tcorkf  Creorgetown  Barhor, 


DeaiiJ^xubtioD. 


I 

la 


ati 


•2? 


Total. 


I].abor 

EzplosivM 

Cartridges,  &g 

Kepalr«  to  drill,  and  iron-work  . 

Diving-dreMM 

Lumber 

Coal 

Snppliee 

Rope 

Kent : 

Towing A 

Use  of  air-pnmp 


1601  12 


1440  90 


M, 


49  13 

'iooa 


377  79 

'iii'si' 


909  44 
305  76 
116  40 
211  16 
89  35 


427  74 


168  00 


155  50 
88  03 
93  92 
59  00 
33  00 


95,351  46 
265  76 
116  40 
588  95 
89  35 
155  34 
155  50 

98  05 

99  92 
52  00 

462  74 
108  00 


Total 

Per  cubic  yard  . 


l.OfSOO 


1, 099  91 


5, 313  56 


7. 496  47 


3  08 


3  10 


10  18 


14  36 


Amount  of  rock  removed  5,226  yards. 

FURTHER   OPERATIONS. 

Oeorgetoicn  Channel. 

In  my  last  report  it  was  stated  tbat  tbe  plan  of  the  Board,  submitted 
to  Congress  December  X7, 1872,  for  effecting  a  radical  and  complete 
improvemont  of  tbe  harbor,  might  be  carried  oat  in  parts,  so  that  each 
part  would  in  itself  be  an  efficient  improvement.  It  was  recommended 
that  the  first  part  to  be  improved  should  be  limited  to  that  portion  of 
the  river  between  G  street  and  Easby's  Point.  The  total  amount  of  tbe 
estimate  was  $686,000.  No  appropriation  was  made,  but  what  has  been 
urged  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  work  remains  unchanged. 
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Tb^  main  ship-chanuel  between  tbe  Long  Bridge  and  Analostan 
Island  cannot  be  passed  by  tbe  beaviest-dranght  coal-vessels,  wbicb 
land  at  the  coal  wharves  at  Georgetown.  Tbe  larger  part  of  tbe  trade 
which  passes  throngh  this  channel  is  made  up  of  Cumberland  coal, 
which  is  shipped  to  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  used  exten- 
sively by  steam-vessels  and  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  annual 
shipments  amount  to  680,000  tons,  all  of  which  pass  through  the  George- 
town Channel.  For  dredging  this  channel,  with  a  width  of  250  feet  and 
a  depth  of  18  feet  at  low-water,  the  following  estimate  is  submitted  : 

213,300  cubic  yards,  at  18  cents  per  yard •. $38,394 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent .* 3,839 


42,233 


Washington  Channel 


Tbe  Washington  Channel  of  the  Potomac,  between  tbe  Arsenal  and 
the  south  draw  of  the  Long  Bridge,  has  become  very  shoal,  so  as  to 
offer  considerable  obstruction  to  vessels  attempting  to  reach  the  wharves 
of  the  city.  The  following  table,  prepared  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Johnson, 
shows  the  condition  of  tbe  channel  daring  the  past  fifteen  years,  and 
the  improvement  made  along  the  city  front,  and  the  amount  of  material 
landed. 


Years. 


I860.. 
1875.. 


V    9 

n 

o  g 

It 


7  feet. 
11  feet. 


OB 

o    . 


15  feet. 
18  feet. 


•a 

I 


5  steamers, 
Stugs — 
IS  steamers,  { 
ntiigs 5 


I 
ll 

>  ► 

a 

i 


|1SO,000 
8S5,000 


? 

i^ 

1 

1 

S' 

» 

s 

£& 

"S 

•s 

11 
|1 

^•^ 

^-§ 

1 

11 

1 

e 

0 

1 
i 

H 

525 

^ 

60,000 

7 

806 

31,000 

400,000 

93 

18,000 

190,000 

I 

s 


5g 


a 


13,000 
77,000 


177,000 


In  order  to  make  a  channel  200  feet  wide  and  12  feet  def  p  at  low- 
water  below  the  draw  of  the  Long  Bridge,  it  will  be  necessary  to  dredge 
262,000  cubic  yards. 

ESTIMATE. 

262,000  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents  per  yard $52,400 

CoQtiDgeooieSi  10  per  cent '. 5,240 

Total 57,640 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $9,441  87 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  dnriDg  fiscal  year ^ 6,585  25 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,856  62 

Ainbunt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 100,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisiial  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879.  100, 000  00 
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G2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ACCOTINK  CREEK,  VIRGINIA. 

No  funds  have  been  available  for  this  improvement,  and  no  work  has 
been  done.  The  amount  required  to  complete  the  work  according  to 
the  original  estimate  is  814,000.  The  appropriation  made  June  10, 
1872,  was  $5,000. 

The  following  extracts  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  P.  H.  Troth,  of  Accotink, 
dated  June  26, 1877,  give  the  present  state  of  trade : 

The  amonnt  of  trade  from  this  place  has  been  very  liffht  Bince  July  1, 1876,  owing  to 
tbe  cbaDnel,  which  is  not  of  sufficient  width  and  depth.  About  3,000  cords  of  wood 
and  5,000  bushels  of  grain  have  been  shipped  from  here  since  July  1, 1876.  •  \  * 
Tbe  present  condition  of  the  channel  is  not  very  good.  About  600  yards  of  it  is  20 
feet  wide  and  li  feet  deep  at  low- water ;  tbe  balance  will  average  30  feet  wide  and  2\ 
feet  deep. 

Accotink  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Alexandria,  which  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry. 


G3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF.OCCOQUAN  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

No  appropriation  has  been  made  for  this  work  since  that  of  March  3, 
1875,  which  had  been  expended  a-t  the  date  of  the  last  report.  At  that 
time  the  channel  through  the  ^Uower  mud,"  which  had  filled  in,  had 
been  partially  redredged.  It  is  very  necessary  that  this  work  should  be 
completed.  Owing  to  its  unfinished  condition  and  location,  it  is  exposed 
to  further  deterioration,  and  it  is  estimated  that  $5,000  will  be  required 
for  its  completion.  A  further  appropriation  of  $5,000  was  recommended 
in  the  last  report  for  the  construction  of  a  dike  at  the  bar  midway  be- 
tween the  railroad  bridge  and  the  town  of  Occoquan,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  depth  of  the  dredged  channel. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  work  was  $18,000,  but  this  has  been  in- 
creased lor  the  reasons  stated  in  previous  reports. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made : 

March  3, 1873,  «!6,000. 
June  23,  1874,  $5,000. 
March  3,  1875,  $5,000. 
Occoqctan  is  in  the  collection- district  of  Alexandria. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Janney,  of  Occoquan,  furnishes  the  following  estimate  of  the 
trade  in  this  river  for  the  year  ending  July  15,  1^77. 

RECEIPTS. 

26,893  bushels  wheat,  valued  at $^^,980  04 

770  bashels  corn,  valued  at 471  31 

Estimated  amount  of  merchandise  received  by  7  stores 40, 000  OO 

.    Total 76,451  35 

SHIPMENTS. 

5,090  barrels  of  flour,  valued  at $30,540  00 

13,586  bushels  mill  offal,  valued  at 2,140  32 

30,^06  pounds  sumac,  valued  at 361  00 

8,200  cords  of  wood,  valued  at 28,650  OO 

Wharf'  and  bridge  piles  and  lumber,  value 11,160  OO 

400,000  hogshead  hoops,  value 14,500  00 

133,000  barrel  hoops,  value 1,350  00 

21,151  cedar  posts,  value , ■, 3,187  65 

700  empty  barrels,  value'.... ..-. 118  OO 

2,000  dozen  eggs 250  00 


92,256  97 
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The  improvement  of  tbe  navigatioirthrough  the  "lower  mud^'  was 
limited  by  the  fands  to  the  enlargement  and  deepening  of  the  old  chan- 
nel. As  this  channel  lies  obliquely  to  the  course  of  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide,  it  does  not  preserve  its  depth  as  well  as  it  would  have  done  if 
it  had  been  located  in  the  course  of  the  ebb-current..  If  the  trade  of 
the  river  is  deemed  of  sufficient  importance,  a  new  cut  should  be  made 
in  conformity  to  the  tidal  current,  and  for  this  purpose  $10,000  would 
be  required. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $422  01 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 220  00 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 202  01 

Amount  (estiinated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fisical  year  ending  June  30, 1879 . .     10, 000  00 


G  4. 

IMPKOVEMENT  OF  AQUIA  CREEK,  VIRGINIA. 

As  there  have  been  no  funds  available  for  this  improvement  during 
the  year,  no  work  has  been  done.  The  last  contract  was  completed  in 
September,  1875,  a  channel  having  been  excavated  between  the  railroad- 
bridge  and  the  "  Narrows,"  40  feet  wide,  and  4  feet  deep  at  low-water. 

The  estimate  for  the  entire  work  as  stated  in  the  last  report  is  $20,000. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made: 

June  10,  1872,  $1,500.    . 

March  ?,  1873,  $2,000. 

March  3,  1875,  $2,000. 

To  complete  the  work  $14,500  will  be  required. 

TbiR  creek  is  in  the  collect  ion-district  of  Alexandria.  The  trade  is  confined  to  occa- 
sional shipments  of  lumber,  wood,  and  produce  in  light-draught  vessels,  no  returns  of 
wbicb  have  been  received. 

Money  statement 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project $14, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .     14, 500  00 


G5. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NOMINI  CREEK,  VIRGINIA. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  the  dredging  under  the  contract 
with  Messrs.  J.  H.  Teemyer  &  Co.  had  not  been  completed.  Operations 
were  resumed  August  16, 1876,  and  continued  until  September  5,  when 
the  funds  were  exhausted.  The  amount  of  material  excavated  during 
the  period  was  5,003  cubic  yards,  being,  as  heretofore,  a  mixture  of  sand 
and  shells. 

A  survey  of  the  channel  was  made  upon  its  completion. 

The  channel  was  found  generally  in  very  good  condition.  That  part  of 
it  through  the  bar  at  Hickory  Point  preserves  its  depth  well,  owing  to  tbe 
rapid  tidal  current  passing  through  it,  and  the  absence  of  cross-currents* 
The  velocity  is  still  too  great  for  safe  navigation,  and  further  widening 
would  improve  the  channel.  The  widening  of  the  channel  near  White 
Point,  which  was  intended  to  decrease  the  velocity  of  the  direct  and 
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cross  curreuts,  which  made  navigation  dangeroas,  has  proved  success- 
fal,  and  has  accomplished  this  result.  The  channel  here  has  also  pre- 
served its  depth.  There  is,  however,  a  tendency  to  the  deposit  of  sand 
on  the  point,  owing  to  a  change  in  the  direction  of  the  current.  The 
channel  between  White  Point  and  Nomini  Bay  has  a  direction  across 
that  of  the  tidal^carrent  passing  to  and  from  Carrioman  Bay,  and  it  is 
also  exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  northwest  winds  which  prevail  at 
some  seasons.  The  fine  sand  of  which  the  bottom  is  largely  composed 
is  thus  swept  into  the  channel.  The  filling  has  been  to  some  extent  re- 
moved each  year  by  dredging,  so  that- this  action  has  not  yet  been  suffi- 
cient to  seriously  impair  the  channel.  lu  order  to  obviate  its  effects, 
the  channel  should  be  widened  further.  Owing  to  the  exposed  condi- 
tion of  this  work  and  the  causes  referred  to,  the  estimate  of  last  year 
must  be  increased  to  $7,500,  which  amount  would  insure  a  compara- 
tively permanent  improvement. 

The  work  already  done  has  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  section  of 
country  of  which  this  stream  is  the  natural  outlet.  A  steamboat  now 
makes  semi- weekly  trips  between  Nomini  Ferry  and  Washington,  passing 
through  the  channel.    No  statistics  of  trade  have  been  received. 

Nomini  Creek  is  in  the  collect ion-diatrict  of  Alexaodria,  which  is  the  nearest  port  of 
entry. 

Money  statement, 

Joly  1,  1876,  amonnt  available $1,853  23 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  (luring  fiscal  year 1,853  23 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  exi.sting  project 7,500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879..     7, 500  OO 


G  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

The  appropriation  of  $10,000  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act 
approveil  August  14, 1876,  was  made  available  January  22, 1877.  The 
work  proposed  was  the  continuation  of  the  dredging  operations  at  Fred- 
ericksburg Bar,  and  the  construction  of  a  dike  below  the  steamboat 
wharf. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  bids  opened  March  7, 1877,  at  12  m.: 


i 
I 


Name  and  address. 


Tbos.  P.  Morgao,  Waefa- 

iDfftOD,  D.  C. 

Sdwln  H.  French,  Fnl- 

ton.N.T. 
O.  H.  Ferria,  Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 
Clinton  Stephens,  New 

York  City. 
Wm.  H.  Groat,  Waahing- 

ton,  D.  C. 
«r.  H.  Fenner,    Albany, 

N.Y. 


Dredging. 


10  98 
45 
291 
32 
33 
46 


£3 


$5,600  00 
9.000  00 
5.950  00 
6.400  00 
6,600  00 
9,600  00 


Dike. 

u 

IS 

< 


$4  90 
550 
4  75 
7  34 
4  55 

10  00 


Time  of— 


1        I       § 

H        I      O 


1877. 
$1.715  00^7.315  00  Apr.   1 


10,995  001  Kay  1 

7,619  50.  May  15 

8,969  OOiMay  1 

I 
8, 199  50;  May  1 


1,925 

1.662  50 

2,569  00 

1,  .'S92  50 

3,500  0013,100  001  Apr.  2 


I 


1877. 
Jaly  1 

Sept  1 

Sept.15 

Dec  1 

Aug.  1 

Jnly  9 


"SI- 
£2  - 


It 

i 


...|  208gooda. 
600  1  Osgood. 
400,  1  Osgood. 

500  to.  Suitable 
3,000'  maeh'ry. 


*  Conditional  npon  acceptance  of  bid  for  dredging. 
Contract  nwarded  to  Thomas  P*  Morj^an,  of  WashiDgtou,  D.  C. 
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Work  was  commenced  April  24.  The  dike  was  completed  Jane  12; 
the  dredging  is  still  in  progress,  and  will  probably  be  completed  in 
July.  The  channel  is  50  feet  wide  and  9  feet  deep  at  low-water ;  the 
material  found  is  entirely  sand,  and  is  deposited  behind  the  dikes  along 
the  river.  The  fceshets  bring  down  a  constant  supply  .of  sand,  and  the 
dredging  will  need  to  be  continued  each  yeax  to  preserve  the  depth 
required  for  navigation.  For  this  purpose  an  appropriation  of  $7,50Q 
will  be  required.  At  the  close  of  the  present  work  the  dikes  will  all  be 
filled  so  that  for  future  dredging  a  new  dike  must  be  built,  the  cost  of 
which  will  be  $8,000.  The  deposit  of  material  in  the  river  at  points 
below  would  be  injurious  to  navigation,  and  as  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
river  are  used  as  farms,  it  could  not  be  deposited  on  them,  unless  land 
were  purchased  for  this  purpose. 

The  estimate  for  improving  the  river  below  Fredericksburg  is 
t44j000,  as  stated  in  Colonel  Craighill's  report  for  1^74.  (Report  of 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1874,  Part  II,  p.  30.)  Until  more  permanent 
results  are  secured  at  Fredericksburg,  the  execution  of  this  work  will 
hardly  be  advisable. 

Statistics  of  trade  have  been  requested,  bnt  none  have  been  received. 
The  work  is  in  the  colleotion-district  of  R<ippahaauock. 

Money  statement'. 

Jaly  ]» 1876,  amonnt  available $400  75 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Anj^ust  14. 1876 10, 000  00 

$10,400  75 

July  1  y  1877,  anionnt  ex  pended  dnri ng  fisOal  year 7, 481  74 

July  l,ltf77,  outstanding  liabilities ."^ 631  6^ 

8, 113  36 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,2d7  3^ 

Amount  (estimated)  required  fbr  completion  of  existing  project 59, 500  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  ex[>ended  in  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 187U. .    15, 500  00 


G7. 

IMPBOVEMENT  OF  ELIZABETH  RIVER,  VIRGINIA. 

The  coDtlnaation  of  the  improvement  of  this  river  was  provided  for 
by  an  appropriation  of  15,000  made  in  the  act  of  August  14, 1876.  The 
work  was  advertised  for  contract  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  following 
bids  received  and  opened  at  12  m.  on  June  20,  1877 : 


27aine  and  address. 

Parle's  Gap, 
exoayaiion. 

Park's  Gap, 
dredging. 

Near  oanal- 
look,  dredg- 
ing oalroff. 

Total. 

d 

i 

ft 

h 

It 

1^ 

h 

A 

i 

1877. 

1878. 

1 

CUnt'n  Stephens,  B»ok- 

Ivn,  N.  t . 
e.  H.  Ferris,  Baltimore, 

Hd. 
Thoe.  P.  Morgan,  Wash- 

10  40 

11,000 

•0  40 

•3.000 

•0  40 

•4.000 

•7.000 

July  15 

Jan.       1 

1«77 

2 

40 

1,000 

30 

1,500 

294 

8,950 

5,450 

Sept.  15 

Dec.       1 

3 

30 

750 

SO 

1,000 

SO 

8,000 

3,750 

Aug.    1 

Oct.     15 

ini{ton.  D.  G 

i 

moath,  Va. 

88 

700 

25 

1,250 

30 

3,000 

4,950 

Jaly  10 

Nor.    3o 

CoDtract  awarded  to  Thomas  P.  Morgan,  of  Washinj^on,  D.  C 
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The  work  proposed  is  widening  Park's  Gap  and  its  approaches,  and 
the  excavation  of  a  cat-off  near  the  lock  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesa- 
peake Canal  in  order  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  vessels  into  the  lock. 

Owing  to  the  increased  traffic  passing  through  this  river,  a  more  ex- 
tended system  of  Improvement  than  was  at  first  contemplated  has  been 
found  necessary.  The  depth  has  been  increased  from  5  to  7^  feet,  and  the 
navigation  much  improved. 

.  Several  small  bars  have  formed  below  Park's  Gap,  for  the  removal 
of  which  an  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  recommended. 

Tlie  original  estimate  for  this  improvement  was  $25,000. 

Appropriations  have  been  made  as  follows : 

March  3, 1873,  $15,000. 
June  23,  1874,  $10,000. 
March  3, 1875,  $5,000. 
Angast  14, 1876,  $5,000. 

Elizabeth  River  is  in  the  collection-xlistrict  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  at  which  the  cnstom-re- 
ceipts  for  the  year  endins;  June  30, 1876,  were  $26,482.90. 

The  increase  of  trade  in  this  river  is  shown  by  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  passages  through  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  since  1870.    The  number  includes  all  classes  of  vessels. 

Year  ending  September  30,  1870 4,382 

Year  ending  September  30,  1871 4,900 

Year  ending  September  30,  1872 4,808 

Year  ending  September  30, 1873 5,770 

Year  ending  September  30,  1874 6,283 

Year  ending  September  30,  1875 : .--.-  6,502 

The  shipments  north  during  the  year  1875  included  47,754  bales  cot- 
ton, 13,217  barrels  fish,  11,202  barrels  naval  stores,  440,907  bushels  corn, 
32,619  railroad  ties,  46,475  bushels  potatoes,  27  million  feet  of  lumber, 
31  million  shingles. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $118  02 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 5, 000  00 

5, 118  02 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 128  13 

July  1,  1877,  amouDt  available • 4,989  89 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 5,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .     5, 000  00 
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G8, 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  NORFOLK  HARBOR,  VIRGINIA. 

la  tbe  act  approved  August  14, 1876,  an  appropriation  of  $35,000 
was  made  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor.  The  work  was  adver- 
tised in  the  usual  manner  and  the  following  bids  were  received  and 
opened  on  June  20  at  12  m. : 


Name  and  addresa. 


liinrlA  &.  Caminffs.  DredK* 

log  Compaoy,  New  York 

Citv. 
£.  R  Seward,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Clinton  StephenB,Brooklyn, 

N.Y. 
Morris  F.firainard,  Albany, 

N.Y. 

Sidney  F.  Shelboome,  New 
London,  Conn. 

American  Dredging  Com- 
pany, Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A.  J.  Dalton,  Norfolk,  Va. 

H.  E.  Culpepper,  Porte- 
month,  Va. 

J.  H.  Fenner,  Albany,  N.  Y. 


10  I  G.H.rerTiii.  Baltimore,  Md 


11 


Austin  P.  Brown,  Waahiog- 
ton,  D.  C. 


Time  of- 


"^""mTnT'  i  Completion. 


$0  13      Oct.     1, 1677  I  Deo.  30, 1877 


I  Nnmber  and  kiodoi 
I  machines. 


16 
24 


July  15, 1877 
July  10, 1877 


Dec  30, 1877 
July  10,1878 


Hi  '  Sept.    1. 1877    Feb.  15, 1878 


1,000 

eoo 


9i 

30 

30 
Id 


Sept.  15, 1877 

July  16, 1877 

An  2. 16, 1877 
!  Jnly  le.  1877 


June  30, 1878 

Oct.    16,1877 

Jan.     1. 1878 
Feb.  16,1878' 


to     [    1 

i.sooS 

1.500i 

to     S 

2,000> 


1  olam -shell,  or  2  dip- 
pers. 

or  more  Starbuck 
or  1  danf'Shell. 


700 


1  clam-shell. 
Grapple-dredge. 
3  dredges. 


17      July  15, 1877    July    1, 1878 


lOJ 
Ifci 


July  30, 1877  j 
6  weeks  alter  , 

execution  of  i 

contract. 


June  30, 1878 
In  8  months.  ' 


7no) 
to 
800  5 
800    I  1  large  dipper. 


8  or  more  dippers. 


The  oontraot  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Sidoey  F.  8belbourne,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  who 
was  informed  of  tbe  fact  on  the  last  day  of  tbe  fiscal  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  an  examination  of  the  bids  that  the  lowest  and 
next  to  the  lowest  bids  are  much  less  than  might  have  been  anticipated, 
on  account  of  the  distance  and, exposed  position  of  the  dumping-ground. 
A  large  amount  of  work  can  be  done  under  the  present  contract,  and, 
assuming  that  the  same  rates  will  be  offered  at  the  next  letting,  the 
amount  required  to  complete  the  work  will  be  less  than  the  original 
estimate.  Upon  this  assumption,  $25,000  will  be  sufficient  to  complete 
the  dredging  at  the  mouth  of  the  eastern  branch  of  Elizabeth  River 
and  to  remove  any  wrecks  which  are  likely  to  cause  objectionable  de- 
posits. 

In  my  report  of  February  15, 1875,  the  changes  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  harbor  of  Norfolk  and  its  approaches  were  referred  to,  and  a  sur- 
vey was  recommended  to  determine  the  amount  of  deterioration  and  to 
obtain  data  for  the  establishment  of  por^warden  lines.  This  work  has 
been  partly  executed  by  a  board  of  officers  appointed  at  the  request  of 
the  harbor  commissioners.  The  board  have  recommended  the  establish- 
ment of  port-warden  lines,  and  have  submitted  a  general  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  and  its  approaches,  so  as  to  give  a  depth  of 
25  feet  at  low-water  as  far  as  the  navy-yard. 


Digitized  by  LjDOQIC 


364 


REPORT   OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


The  dredgiDg  recommended  by  the  board  in  tbe  harbor  of  Norfolk, 
exclusive  of  the  approaches,  was  as  follows  : 

Cable  yards. 

1.  On  the  border  of  Portsmouth  Flats 550,000 

2.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Eastern  Branch ; 250,000 

3.  Between  the  mouth  of  the  Southern  Branch  and  Berkeley  Flats 1^,  000 


Total 930,000 

•  I  would  State  that  the  second  item  of  the  above  estimate  includes  my 
estimate  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor,  made  in  the  report  of  Feb- 
ruary 15, 18r75,  and  the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876,  was  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  this  work. 

In  order  to  carry  25  feet  from  Hampton  Eoads  up  to  the  city  of  Nor- 
folk, it  will  be  necessary  to  dredge  the  channel  between  the  Hospital 
light  and  SewalPs  Point,  so  as  to  give  a  width  of  400  feet  and  a  low- 
water  depth  of  25  feet,  which  will  require  the  removal  of  about  1,200,000 
cubic  yards  of  material. 

As  the  final  recommendations  of  the  board  have  not  yet  been  made 
public,  it  seems  proper  to  defer  for  the  present  making  any  estimate  for 
the  general  improvement  of  the  harbor  and  its  approaches. 

Norfolk  is  a  port  of  entry.  The  receipts  of  customs  for  tbe  year  ending  June  30, 
1876)  were  $26,462.90.  The  business  of  the  city  is,  however^  almost  entirely  confined 
tu  expoi%8  and  domestic  shipments  of  cotton,  naval  stores,  lamber,  breadstnfft^,  d:c. 

The  following  statistics  of  the  trade  and  shipping  are  given,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  presented  in  the  report  of  February  15, 1875 : 


Foreign-houud  clearances. 

Year. 

No.  of 
bottoms. 

Tonnage. 

18f73 

71 
96 
119 
94 

30, 613 

1874 

51,139 

1875 

53.683 

1876 - 

65,504 

Total        

380 

S00.939 

Coasttvise  clearances. 


Tear. 

Tonnage. 

Crew. 

No.  of 
bottoms. 

1873 

1. 031. 376 

1,U9.0» 

968,871 

1, 101, 747 

99.368 
90,506 
25.865 
88,800 

1,072 

1874 

1,183 

1875 

1  082 

1876 

1,072 

Total '. 

4.213,443 

114,539 

4,349 

1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPORT  YALUBS. 


11,267,769 

3,906,318 
6,243,97S 
7.825,112 


Total 19,243,171 


Money  statement  ■ 

•  Amonot  appropriated  by  act  approved  Anfcnst  14, 1876. 
Joly  1, 1877,  aiuoant  expended  dariDg  fiscal  year ^ 


$35,000  00 
289  16 


July  1, 1677,  amount  available 34,710  85 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.     25, 000  00 
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IMPROVEMENT  OF  NANSEMOND  RIVER,  VIRGINIA, 

The  appropriation  of  $5,000  for  the  improvetuent  of  this  river  was 
made  available  May  1, 1877,  and  the  work  duly  advertised  for  contract 
The  following  bids  ^ere  received  and  opened  Jane  20, 1877,  at  12  m  : 


Vo. 


Dredging.      |  Re|Mdriogdike, 


Name  and  addreaa. 


5*2 


H.  £.  Culpepper.  Fortamoath,  Va. 

G.  U.  Ferria,  Baltimore,  Md 

Morria  AComlDga  Dredging  Com- 
ply. New  York  City 


10  30 


2  « 

o 

II 


13,000 
1,350 

2,000 


116  50 
91  00 


SO  00 


li 


«9,475 
3,150 

3,000 


I 


Total. 


$5,475 
4,400 

5,000 


i 

h 

a 


len. 

July  15 
Aug.  15 

Oct.      1 


^i 


i8n. 

Nor.    15 
Deo.      1 

Dec.     31 


Contrftot  awarded  to  G.  H.  Ferris,  of  .Baltimore,  Md. 

The  work  proposed  is  the  widening  of  the  channel  at  SufiFolk  and 
dredging  a  channel  throagh  a  bar  below  Shingle  Creek,  and  also  repair- 
ing the  old  dike  at  Western  Branch  Bar. 

The  original  estimate  for  improving  this  river  was  $30,000. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made : 

March  3»  1873,  |15,000. 
Jane  23, 1874,  $10,000. 
March  3,  1875,  $5,000. 
Aogast  14, 1876,  $5,000. 

As  Stated  in  the  last  report,  $2,000  will  be  required  for  the  completion 
of  the  work. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  trade  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1877: 

SHIPMENTS. 

Twenty  thonaand  cords  wood,  3,000,000  feet  of  lumber,  100,000  watfcr-melons,  80,000 
bashels  wheat,  100,000  bushels  corn,  200,000  railroad-ties,  1,000  barrels  citrons,  20,000 
tons  of  hay,  40,000  bushels  lime,  5,000  barrels  potatoes,  together  with  a  large  amount 
of  fruit. 

The  receipts  inclnde  coal,  ice,  &c, 

Suffolk  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Norfolk,  the  receipts  of  which,  daring  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1876,  were  $26,482.90. 

Money  statement 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amount  available $87  59 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5,000  00 


5,087  09 
347  07 


July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  available.. 4,740  59 


Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 2, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879.    2, 000  00 
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G  10. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PAMPLICO  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  improvemeDt  proposed  in  the  report  of  an  examination  of  this 
river  dated  December  14, 1875,  consisted  in  dredging  a  channel  through 
the  bar  near  the  town  of  Washington  and  at  other  ♦points  in  the  river- 
channel,  and  in  .removing  the  pile-obstructions  near  Hill's  Point,  about 
6  miles  below  Washington.  For  this  work  an  appropriation  of  $15,000 
was  made  by  the  act  of  August  14, 1S7G,  and  became  available  for  the 
same  May  1, 1877. 

The  work  was  advertised  for  contract  and  the  following  bids  received 
and  opened  at  12  ui.  on  June  27,  1877 : 

Separate  bids  were  invited  for  dredging  and  removing  piles. 


Name  and  addresA. 


•g5 
53 


I    « 


George  G.  Forbes,  Baltimore,  Md ,    |0  29' 

G.H.Terrls,  Baltimore,  Md '         15 

ClementB  Brown,  Norfolk,  Va [ 

Swindell  &  Sparrow,  Washington.  X.  C ! 

Clinton  &  Stephens,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

J.  H.  Fenner,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Thomas  P.  Morgan,  Wsfihington,  D.  C 

Morris  F.Bralnard,  Albany,  N.  Y 

William  Flannery,  New  York  City 

H.  E.  Cnlpepper,  'Portsmouth,  Va » 


8 


14  70* 

3  00 

4  00 
1  90 
3  00 
3  00 

5  00 
1  40* 
3  75 
3  00 


Time  of— 


Commeuce- 
,     ment. 


Completion. 


Ang. 

Oct 

July 

Aug. 

July 

Sept 

Sept. 

Jnly 

July 

Sept. 


1,1877 

1, 1877 
15, 1877 

1, 18n 
10, 1877 

1,1877 
15, 1877 
15, 1877 
30,1877 

1, 1877 


Jan.  1, 1878 
July  1, 1878 
Nor.  15,1877 
Nov.  10, 1877 
Jan.  1, 1878 
Jan.  1, 1878 
April  1,1878 
Oct  10,1877 
Nov.  30,1877 
Feb.     1, 1878 


*  Conditional  upon  award  of  whole  work. 

CoDtraot  for  dredgitig  awarded  to  G.  H.  Ferris,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Contract  for  removiug  piles  awarded  to  Swiodell  &  Sparrow,  Washington,  N.  C. 

The  prices  at  which  this  work  has  been  let  are- much  lower  than  those 
of  the  original  estimate  made  when  much  higher  ones  prevailed.  It 
will  be  practicable  to  do  all  the  work  then  contemplated  under  the  pres- 
ent appropriation,  and  no  further  appropriation  will  be  required. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1B77|  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 363  96 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 14,636  04 


Gil. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  ROANOKE  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  the  work  upon  the  dike  at 
Indian  Highland  Bar  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  the 
superintendent  and  his  men.  The  contractor  seemed  to  be  unable  to 
find  a  competent  man  to  conduct  his  operations. 

The  driving  of  the  sheet-piling  was  resumed  about  July  15,  but 
the  work  still  advanced  slowly,  sometimes  on  account  of  high-wat«r, 
sometimes  from  breaking  of  machinery,  and  sometimes  for  the  want  of 
an  engineer  and  superintendent.    The  contractor  was  urged  to  send 
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competeut  men  to  coDduct  the  work.  He  assigned  as  a  reason  for  not 
doing  so  the  difficulty  of  indacing  any  one  to  remain  in  so  sickly  a 
locality.  In  the  midst  of  these  delays  the  river  rose  rapidly  when  the 
work  was  in  an  exposed  condition,  and  all  operations  were  necessarily 
suspended.  Tbe  bigh-water  continued  from  August  until  December, 
when  the  work  was  examined  and  was  found  to  have  been  considerably 
damaged.  As  the  funds  were  insufficieitt  for  the  repairS|  further  opera- 
tions were  suspended.  Tbe  contractor,  although  he  baa  been  dilatory, 
had  been  delayed  by  the  illness  of  his  superintendent,  and  his  operations 
had  been  further  obstructed  by  the  sudden  floods,  which  were  unusually 
frequent. 

It  has  been  previously  stated  that  one  of  the  obstacles  to  improving 
the  Roanoke  is  tbe  sudden  change  in  the  water-level,  and  another  ob- 
stacle, even  more  formidable,  is  found  in  the  shifting  of  the  sandbars. 
The  bars,  however,  are  generally  passable  at  the  time  when  the  crops 
are  being  forwarded  to  market,  and  navigation  is  supended  when  the 
business  of  transportation  has  almost  ceased.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  present  state  of  trade  demands  an  immediate  improvement  of  the 
river.  Some  snags  might  be  removed  with  advantage.  Before  this  can 
be  done  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  new  snag-boats,  as  the  old  ones  are 
so  much  decayed  that  they  cannot  be  used  another  season. 

Tobnild  new  boats  with  suitable  machinery  will  cost $2,000  00 

For  removing  snags  there  will  be  required 2,000  00 

Total 4,000  00 

A  full  account  of  the  obstructions  and  the  difficulties  of  improving 
the  river  will  be  found  in  my  reports  for  1875  and  1876.  t^M 

The  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  the  entire  river  is  $222,000,  of 
which  at  least  $45,000  should  be  appropriated  for  tbe  first  year  if  the 
entire  work  is  to  be  undertaken.  This  project,  however,  is  left  for  the 
approval  of  Congress. 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made : 

March  3,1971,  $20,000. 

June  10. 1872,  $10,000. 

March  3, 1873,  SlO.OOO. 

June  23, 1874,  $5,000. 

The  nearesc  collection-district  is  Edenton,  N.  C. 


Motley  statement 


July  1, 1876,  amount  available.... \ $5,282  63 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,100  65 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 181  98 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project.!. 222, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  4, 000  00 


G   12. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PERQUIMAN'S  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

An  appropriation  of  $3,500  was  made  Angnst  14, 1876,  for  tbe  re- 
moval of  stumps,  logs,  &c.,  obstructing  tbe  cbannel  of  tbis  river  at 
Hertford,  and  became  available  for  the  work  May  1.  Suitable  snag- 
boats  and  machinery  bad  previously  been  in  use  on  the  Roanoke  Eiver, 
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and  it  was  recommended  that  theAe  be  transferred  to  Perquiman^s  Biver 
and  that  the  work  be  done  by  hired  labor,,  it  being  evident  that  the 
work  ooald  be  done  in  this  way  more  cheaply  than  by  contract.  This 
recommendation  having  been  approved,  the  snag-boats  were  repaired  at 
Plymoath,  where  they  had  been  laid  up,  and  towed  to  Perqaiman's 
Biver  in  Jane,  1877.  The  work  of  removing  the  stamps  with  the  aid 
of  giant-powder  is  now  in  active  progress.  It  is  not  probable  that  any 
farther  appropriation  will  be  needed  for  this  work. 

Money  statement. 

ArooQot  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aafnist  14,  1876 $2, 500  00 

Jaly  1, 1^,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 345  86 

Jaly  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,154  14 


G  13. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  FRENCH  BROAD  RIVER,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made  in  the  act  approved  Angast 
14, 1876,  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  between  Brevard  and  the 
Bancombe^Oonntj  line,  and  became  available  May  1, 1877.  Examina- 
tions of  the  river  were  made  under  the  direction  of  M^jor  McFarland, 
Oorps  of  Engineers,  in  1874-'75,  who  submitted  an  approximate  estimate 
for  the  improvement  of  the  river,  based  upon  levels  carefoHy  deduced 
from  railroad  surveys.  By  this  examination  the  project  of  improving 
the  river  by  means  of  lateral  dams,  dredging,  and  excavation,  so  as  to 
give  30  inches  over  the  bars  at  low-water,  was  found  to  be  impracti- 
cable. 

Ko  instrumental  survey  of  the  river  had  ever  been  made  or  maps  pre- 
pared, without  whicli  a  definite  project  and  estimate  for  its  improvement 
could  not  be  submitted,  or  even  the  practicability  of  such  improvement 
determined  upon.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  this  survey,  and 
it  will  be  begun  in  July.  The  appropriation  provides  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  upper  section  of  the  river,  making  no  provision  for  the 
lower  section,  between  the  Buncombe-County  line  and  Asheville,  which 
is  even  more  difficult  of  navigation,  but  which  is  an  essential  part  of  an 
efficient  improvement. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Augnst  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877, amount  available 10,000  Oe 
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ANNUAL  EEPORT  OFJ  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  Q.  A.  GILL- 
MORE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

2s€ic  Yoy%  July  13, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith  the  annaal  reports 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  upon  the  works  of  river  and 
harbor  improvement  under  my  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GiLLMORE, 

Lieut  Col.  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Gen.y  U,  IS.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.S.A. 


H  I. 

IMPROVING  CHARLESTON  HARBOR,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  the  work  in  Charleston 
Harbor  was  confined  to  the  lowering  of  the  channel  end  of  the  Bowman 
jetty  to  mean  low-water  on  the  outer  portion  and  to  2  feet  above  that 
level  on  a  portion  adjacent  thereto.  A  little  dredging  was  done  in  the 
Beach  Channel  by  the  United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden. 

The  following  communication  from  Capt.  James  C.  Post,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, gives  a  report  of  these  operations  in  sufficient  detail : 

Savannah,  Ga.,  Jtme  30, 1877. 

Colonel:  I  have  to  submit  the  followiDg  report  of  the  work  for  the  improTement 
of  CbarleetoD  Harbor,  S.  C,  coDdnoted  during  the  past  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
The  operations  for  the  past  year  have  been  confined  to  the  improvement  of  Beach 
Channel  entrance  to  this  harbor.  In  October,  the  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden 
having  been  transferred  to  this  channel,  the  dredging  was  commenced.  After  the  re- 
moval  of  680  cubic  yards  of  material  this  was  suspended,  as  the  shoaling  that  had 
taken  place  near  the  western  entrance  to  the  channel  had  been  so  great  that  there 
was  not  sufficient  water  for  the  steamer  to  work  in.  At  this  time  there  was  but  10.5 
feet  through  this  portion  at  high-water,  or  5.1  feet  at  mean  low-water. 

Shortly  after  this  it  was  determined  to  lower  135  feet  of  the  Bowman  jetty  to  low- 
water.  This  work  was  commenced  in  October,  1876;  and  was  completed  in  January. 
Soundings  taken  after  its  completion  gave  13.5  fee^  as  the  least  depth  in  the  channel. 

During  this  work  the  prevailing  winds  were  westerly.  This  result  was  so  favorable 
that  it  was  thought  best  to  extend  this  lowering  over  an  Additional  distance  of  50  feet. 
At  the  completion  of  this,  soundings  ^ave,  as  the  least  depth,  12.5  feet,  or  a  shoaling 
of  1  foot  in  depth.  The  prevailing  winds  during  this  portion  of  the  work  were  east- 
erly. Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  decided  to  continue  the  lowering,  and  it  has  been 
done  np  to  the  present  time.  In  all,  185  feet  have  been  lowered  to  low-water  and  205 
feet  to  2  feet  above  low-water.  In  doing  this  4,800  cubic  yards  of  stone  have  been 
removed. 
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During  the  lowering  of  the  latter  portion  the  prevailing  winds  have  been  easterly 
nn til  "within  the  last  ten  days,  since  which  time  they  have  been  westerly.  Sonndings 
taken  daring  the  progress  of  lowering  this  portion  gave  no  improvement  in  depth  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  westerly  winds.  On  Jane  25,  sonndings  were  again 
taken.  These. last  show  decided  improvement,  14  feet  being  the  least  water  found  in 
any  of  the  lines  upon  which  soundings  were  taken. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  improvement  has  taken  place 
daring  the  prevalence  of  the  westerly  winds.  The  direction  of  Beach  Channel  is  nearly 
east  and  west,  and  the  natural  effect  of  these  winds,  especially  those  from  the  south- 
west, is  to  drive  more  water  through  Beach  Channel  on  the  ebb-tide  as  the  jetty  is 
lowered.  It  is  due  to  this,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  greater  depth  has  been  obtained. 
The  ebb-current  from  the  Hog  island  Channel  and  the  basin  in  the  rear  of  Sullivan's 
Island  passes  along  the  western  end  of  the  latter  island,  and  following  the  trend  of 
the  shore  flows  along  the  south  side  of  the  island  until  it  meets  the  Bowman  jetty, 
which,  while  it  was  at  its  former  height,  deflected  the  greater  portion  through  the 
Swash  Channel.  Since  the  lowering  ofthe  jetty  a  larger  proportion  of  it  escapes  over 
the  jetty  and  through  the  Beach  channel,  a  still  greater  proportion  being  driven 
thiouffh  It  daring  the  westerly  winds.  This  is  made  still  clearer  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  depth  gained  during  the  lowering  of  the  first  135  feet  was  assisted, by  the 
westerly  winds,  and  that  d«ring  the  lowering  of  the  remaining  255  feet  whUe  the 
easterly  winds  were  prevailing,  not  only  no  increase  of  depth  was  gained,  but  the  dei>th 
was  actually  lessened  1  foot.  A  return  of  the  westerly  winds  has  now  given  an  in- 
crease of  1.5  feet  in  depth. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  as  the  work  of  lowering  progresses  it  tends  rather  to  an 
equalization  of  the  volumes  of  water  passing  through  this  channel  on  the  ebb  and 
flood  tides,  and  that  it  is  this  effect  that  gives  the  increased  depth  in  this  channel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  C.  Post, 
Captain  of  Engineera, 

Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gii.lmore, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  U,  S,  A, 

It  was  thought  best  to  postpone  the  resumption  of  dredging  iu  Beach 
Channel  until  the  beneficial  effects  produced  upon  the  regimen  of  the 
channel  by  lowering  the  Bowman  jetty  had  reached  a  maximum,  and 
had  been  carefully  observed  and  studied.  The  work  upon  the  jetty  has 
been  necessarily  slow,  for  the  reason  that  but  few  men  can  work  there 
to  advantage,  and  only  about  three  to  four  hours  per  day  on  an  average, 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  so  that  useful  results  are  greatiy 
retarded. 

The  money  expended  upon  the  jetty  during  the  last  fiscal  year  was 
not  intended  for  that  purpose  when  the  estimate  was  submitted.  It 
was  originally  contemplated  to  expend  the  entire  sum  in  dredging  in 
Beach  Channel,  but  the  unlooked-for  shoaling  of  that  channel  to  a  depth 
less  by  several  feet  than  has  ever  been  known  to  exist  there  for  many 
years,  led  to  the  conclusion  that  no  improvement  secured  by  dredging 
alone  could  be  expected  to  be  permanent.  The  lowering  of  the  outer 
end  of  the  jetty,  by  which  the  sectional  area  of  the  water-way  and  the 
volume  of  flow  have  been  increased,  has  had  the  desired  effect,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  the  balance  on  hand  will  suffice  for  such  dredging  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary. 

The  work  upon  the  jetty  has  been  suspended  in  order  to  ascertain  to 
what  extent  results  of  a  permanently  beneficial  character  have  been 
secured. 

To  provide  for  such  additional  work  upon  the  jetty  as  shall  be  found 
to  be  necessary — either  in  shortening  or  in  still  further  lowering  it — a 
small  appropriation  of  $5,000  is  recommended. 

The  original  project  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ship  Channel  in 
Charleston  Harbor,  submitted  May  13, 1871,  estimated  the  total  cost  at 
d73,700  to  $75,700.  It  contemplated  the  removal  of  nine  wrecks,  or 
parts  of  wrecks,  in  diflFerent  parts  of  the  harbor,  and  the  removal  of 
125  linear  feet  from  the  outer  end  of  Bowman  jetty.    It  has  been  found 
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that  the  amoant  of  stone  necessary  to  be  removed  from  the  jetty  has 
exceeded  that  provided  for  in  the  original  estimate  by  several  thousand 
yards.  The  width  of  the  jetty  at  the  bottom  was  concealed  by  the  sand 
which  covered  it  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  its  real  extent  could  not 
be  ascertained,  although  carefully  examined  by  submarine  divers.  It 
was  found  to  have  spread  out  by  undermining  and  settlement  greatly 
beyond  its  dimensions  as  first  designed. 

A  table  of  commercial  statistics  of  the  port  and  showing  the  amount 
of  revenue  collected  in  each  of  the  past  four  years^  furnished  by  the 
collector  at  Charleston,  is  appended  hereunto. 

The  amounts  and  dates  of  all  former  appropriations  for  this  work  are 
as  follows: 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871 S13,000 

By  act  approved  Jnne  10,  1872 38,700 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 5,000 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 18, 000 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 10,000 

By  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10,000 

Total 94,700 

Of  this  amount  there  had  been  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  (including  outstanding  liabilities)  $88,637.93. 

Money  statement 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $1,008  80 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 10, 000  00 

$11,008  80 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 640  09 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 1,306  64 

4,946  73 


July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 6,062  07 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 11,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    5, 000  00 
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H  2, 

IMPROVING  SAVANNAH  RIVER  AND  HARBOR.  GEORGIA. 

The  work  that  has  been  accomplished  daring  the  past  fiscal  year, 
toward  the  improvement  of  the  river  and  harbor  of  Savannah,  is  re- 
ported by  Capt.  James  O.  Post,  United  States  Corps  of  Engineers, 
assistant  on  the  work,  nnder  date  June  30, 1877,  as  follows : 

The  following  are  the  places  at  which  operations  have  been  conducted  during  the 
past  year : 

1.  The  Cross  Tides  Dam.  ' 

2.  The  channel  between  King's  and  Hutchinson's  Islands. 

3.  The  new  channel  at  "  The  Wrecks/' 

4.  The  shoal  southwest  of  Oyster  Bed  light  and  northwest  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

5.  The  channel  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski. 

The  temporary  injunction  granted  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  re- 
straining the  completion  of  the  dam  at  the  Cross-Tides  having  been  removed,  work 
was  resumed  upon  it  March  6, 1877.  This  was  continued  until  April  22,  when  a  freshet, 
bringing  with  it  a  large  quantity  of  drift  material,  destroyed  186  feet  of  its  outer  end. 
The  greater  portion  or  this  was  only  partially  constructed.  After  the  displaced  mate- 
rial had  been  removed  and  a  sufficient  amount  of  sheet-piling  had  been  driven  to 
properly  secure  the  southern  extremity  of  the  dam  with  the  shore,  work  was  suspended 
until  further  consideration  could  be  given  to  the  modification  of  the  present  plan  of 
construction,  which  modification  is  now  deemed  necessary.  ^  detailed  report  of  this  ' 
work  is  inclosed  herewith. 

To  further  aid  the  ebb-flow  into  Front  River,  and  also  to  relieve  the  pressure  upon 
the  dam  during  its  construction,  the  water-way  between  King's  and  Hutchinson's 
Islands  has  been  increased  to  60  feet  in  width  and  9  feet  in  depth  at  low- water,  by  the 
removal  of  25,047  cubic  yards  of  material.  This  was  done  under  a  contract  made  with 
the  city  of  Savannah,  whose  proposal  to  remove  with  their  dredge  50,000  cubic  yards 
for  24  cents  per  cubic  yard,  was  accepted  March  24, 1877. 

At  the  new  channel  at  "  The  Wrecks ''  115,189  cubic  yards  of  material  have  been 
removed,  and  one  crib  taken  out  from  its  south  side,  57,501  cubic  yards  of  this  mate- 
rial have  been  removed  by  the  United  States  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden,  2,713 
cubic  yards  by  the  city  of  Savannah,  and,  under  a  contract  for  the  removal  of  100,000 
onbic  yards,  ^,975  cubic  yards  by  the  American  Dredging  Company.- 

One  cut  5,879  feet  in  leneth,  24  feet  wide,  and  15  feet  deep,  mean  low-water,  has  been 
made  through  the  entire  length  of  this  shoal.  The  flowing  in  from  the  sides  has 
reduced  this  depth  to  12  feet  mean  low- water,  while  at  the  same  time  its  width  has 
been  increased  to  60  feet  by  this  flowing  in,  together  with  the  scour  of  the  increased 
current.  A  second  cut  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  first  is  now  being  made,  by  the 
American  Dredging  Companv.  They  have  opened  it  to  a  distance  of  2,879  teet  from 
the  western  end  of  the  shou.  A  third  cut  is  also  being  made  by  the  dredge  of*  the 
city  of  Savannah.    They  have  progressed  451  feet. 

There  is  now  a  channel-way  through  this  shoal  250  feet  wide  between  the  8-foot 
curves.  Under  the  existing  contracts  with  the  American  Dredging  Company' and  the 
city  of  Savannah  it  is  expected  that  a  channel  120  feet  wide  and  13  feet  deep,  mean 
low-water,  will  be  obtained  by  the  commencement  of  the  cotton-shipping  season.  The 
increase  or  the  shoal  southwest  of  Oyster  Bed  light  and  northwest  of  Fort  Pulaski, 
and  the  consequent  narrowing  of  the  channel,  rendered  dredging  necessary  at  this 
point.  On  May  2  the  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden  commenced  work  upon  this 
shoal  and  removed  12,012  cubic  yards.  By  this  removal  the  channel  at  the  northwest 
end  of  the  shoal  was  increased  400  feet  in  width  at  the  13-foot  curves.  Owing  to  the 
presence  of  a  wreck  or  some  sunken  obstruction,  probably  a  portion  of  one  of  the 
wrecks  mentioned  in  the  annual  report  of  1874  as  removed,  and  which  several  times 
fouled  the  drag  of  the  dredge,  the  channel  was  not  increased  in  width  between  these 
curves  at  the  southeast  end  of  the  shoal.  Over  this  portion  the  water-way  was  deep- 
ened about  1  foot,  which  depth  seems  to  be  about  on  a  level  with  the  top  of  the  wreck. 
After  the  removal  of  this  wreck  it  is  estimated  that  the  channel  between  the  13-foot 
carves  can  be  increased  150  feet  in  width  by  the  removal  of  2,400  «ubic  yards.  It  is 
due,  undoubtedly,  to  this  wreck  that  the  shoal  has  been  increasing. 

The  shoaling  of  the  channel  northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski,  as  mentioned  in  the  last 
annual  report,  having  continued  until  the  least  depth  in  this  channel  was  12  feet  6 
inches  mean  low- water,  the  dredging-steamer  Henry  Burden  was,  on  June  11,  in  accord- 
ance with  authority  received,  trans^rred  to  this  channel.  Since  this  time,  6.395  cubic 
vards  have  been  removed  and  the  channel  is  deepened  to  12f  feet.  This  shoaling  is 
believed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  contraction  of  the  channel-way  southeast  of 
Oyster  Bed  light. 
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The  other  channels  which  have  been  dredged  daring  previoas  fiscal  years  were 
.  sounded  out  during  the  present  month  with  the  following  results,  viz :  At  Garden  Bank 
considerable  shoaling  has  taken  place  in  the  channel.  It  is  now  120  feet  wide  and  13 
feet  deep,  mean  low-water,  at  its  narrowest  part.  The  upper  or  western  end  of  this 
shoal  has,  for  a' distance  of  150  feet,  been  reduced  materially.  This  is  probably  due  to 
the  opening  of  the  new  "  Wrecks  "  channel,  which  allows  an  easier  exit  for  the  ebb- 
current  passing  down  Front  River.  The  wearing  away  of  this  shoal  will  probably  be 
increased,  now  that  an  enlarged  channel-way  has  been  opened  between  King's  and 
Hutchinson's  Islands. 

At  the  head  of  Elba  Island,  the  lower  half  of  the  dredged  channel  has  deepened. 
The  upper  half,  especially  at  its  junction  with  the  south  channel,  has  shoaled  until  now 
there  is  but  Hi  feet  mean  low- water  through  it. 

Abreast  of  Elba  Island  the  greater  portion  of  the  channel  has  deepened,  but  near  the 
lower  end  it  has  shoaled  for  a  distance  of  200  feet  to  11^  ^^^t  mean  low- water. 

Opposite  the  lower  end  of  Elba  Island,  the  channel  has  shoaled  to  10  feet  mean  low 
water  for  a  depth  of  400  feet.  The  other  channel,  where  dredging  is  contemplated  in 
the  approved  project,  but  has  not  yet  been  done,  viz,  opposite  the  upper  end  of  Long 
Island,  was  also  sounded.  This  channel,  mentioned  in  the  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
1874  as  having  been  deepened  by  scour,  is  now  of  the  same  depth  as  given  on  the  Coast 
Survey  chart  of  1867,  viz,  12^  feet. 

The  injury  to  the  dam,  referred  to  by  Captain  Post,  was  reported  to 
the  Chief  of  Engineers  May  14, 1877,  in  the  following  letter : 

New  York,  May  14, 1877. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  my  assistant,  Capt. 
James  C.  Post,  Corps  of^ngineers,  dated  Savannah,  Ga.,  April  24, 1877,  reporting  seri- 
ous damage  to  the  temporary  dam  now  in  process  of  construction  at  the  Cross-Tides, 
by  drift-wood  brought  down  by  a  heavy  freshet,  which  occurred  on  and  after  April  20. 

It  appears  from  uie  report  that  the  work  first  gave  way  in  that  portion  which  was 
begun  prior  to  the  suspension  of  operations  on  May  13, 1876,  under  an  injunction  from 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  When  work  was  resumed  early  last  winter,  it  was 
found  that  some  of  the  panels  had  been  cut  under  and  others  carried  away  or  broken, 
but  it  was  thought  that  the  strength  of  the  piling  was  not  seriously  impaired,  although 
they  had  been  more  or  less  shaken  and  otherwise  disturbed  in  consequence  of  the  weak 
and  unprotected  condition  in  which  the  work  had  been  left  through  several  months. 

The  recent  damage  is  of  such  a  character,  and  has  left  the  portion  which  stands, 
although  apparently  uninjured,  In  such  a  state  of  possible  weakness,  that  I  do  nojb  deem 
it  prudent  to  finish  the  dam  at  present  in  accotdance  with  the  original  design.  It  is, 
moreover,  very  desirable,  when  the  dam  is  being  finished,  and  an  increased  flow  is 
thereby  secured  in  Front  River,  that  funds  should  be  available  for  widening  at  once  the 
contracted  \rater-way  at  Kinzey's  Point,  opposite  the  upper  end  of  Savannah  City,  so  as 
to  prevent  any  possible  damage  to  the  city  wharves. 

The  necessity  for  continuing  the  dredging  in  the  new  channel  at  the  "Wrecks,"  in 
order  to  provide  a  practicable  ship-channel  there  at  the  earliest  moment,  as  the  old 
"Wrecks''  Channel  is  gradually  filling  up,  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  use  any  of  the 
existing  appropriation  for  work  on  Kinzey's  Point. 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  best,  all  things  considered,  to  direct  a  suspension  of  work 
on  the  dam  until  more  money  is  appropriated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obeaient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GiLLMORR, 

Lieut,  Colonel  of  Engineered  Bvt.  Maj  Gen,,  €,  S,  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers. 


LETTER  OF  CAPTAIN  JAMES  C.  POST,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Savannah,  Ga,,  April  24, 1877. 

General  :  I  have  to  report  that  from  the  62d  pile  outward  the  Cross-Tides  Dam  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  freshet  that  has  existed  in  the  Savannah  River  since  Friday,  the 
20th  instant.  At  the  62d  pile  the  water  was  14  feet  8  inches  deep  at  extreme  low- 
water,  and  deepened  to  22  teet  at  the  80th  pile.  This  extreme  low- water  was  4  feet  4 
inches  below  the  cross-braces. 

Apparently  the  dam  first  gave  way  between  the  62d  and  72d  piles,  all  of  the  in- 
cluded ones  being  those  driven  under  the  contract  made  with  Mr.  Symoos  during  the 
past  year.  Mr.  Danbeney  reported  that  all  piles  were  driven  from  12  to  17  feet  in  the 
bottom,  bat  as  he  did  not  state  the  soundings  at  each  pile  when  they  were  driven,  I 
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have  no  means  of  knowing  how  far  tbey  were  still  in  the  bottom  when  the  work  was 
resamiBd  this  year.  These  piles,  however,  I  examined  thoroughly  when  Mr.  Brown  be- 
ffan,  and  they  appeared  to  be  strong  and  firm.  The  shntters  between  them  had  been 
driven  by  Mr.  Brown  to  a  de^th  of  from  4  feet  to  4^  feet. 

For  the  past  ten  days,  owing  to  the  great  rain-fall  in  the  country  drained  by  the 
Savannah  early  in  the  month,  the  water  has  been  very  hi^h,  and  at  its  lowest  stages 
falling  only  to  the  bottom  of  the  cross-braces,  and  at  its  highest  rising  4  feet  6  inches 
above  them.  On  Thursday,  the  19th  instant,  the  water  began  to  show  considerable 
diminution  in  height,  as  though  the  freshet  was  abating,  and  up  to  this  time  the  dam 
had  not  been  apparently  damaged.  The  next  day  another  rise  began,  and  with  this 
came  great  quantities  of  drift  material,  and  it  is  due  to  this  latter  entirely,  in  my  opin- 
ion, that  the  dam  was  affected.  Two  men  were  engaged  all  day  Saturday  and  Sunday, 
and  Sunday  night  as  well,  in  endeavoring  to  keep  the  dam  free  from  this  accumulation, 
which  consisted  of  branches  and  trunks  of  trees,  reeds,  cane-brakes,  and  water-logged 
sticks  and  stumps,  but  the  current  was  so  strong  and  the  accumulation  so  rapid,  tnat 
it  was  found  impossible  to  keep  It  clear;  and  in  some  places  the  openings  between  the 
piles  were  closed  entirely  from  nearly  the  river  bottom  to  above  the  cross-braces,  the 
only  escape  for  the  water  being  on  either  side  of  the  accumulation  or  nnder  it.  The 
current  ran  nearly  3  miles  an  hour,  and  without  the  drift  material  caused  a  pressure 
in  the  deepest  water  of  195  pounds  to  the  running  foot,  '^hich  the  dam  appeared  to 
stand  successfully.  Computing  the  panel  as  entirely  closed,  as  above  stateil,  this  pres- 
sure is  increased  to  231  pounds  per  foot,  or  1,380  pounds  per  panel.  Even  with  this 
pressure.  I  believe  the  dam  would  have  remained  intact  had  It  not  been  for  the  hydro- 
static pressure  exerted  by  the  water  in  endeavoring  to  escape  underneath  the  accumu- 
lation of  drift,  which  drew  the  piles  out  of  the  river  bottom  and  raised  the  whole  struc- 
ture, from  the  point  mentioned  outward,  or  a  distance  of  150  feet,  fh)m  1  foot  to  3  feet, 
the  depth  at  the  same  time  being  increased  by  the  undercut  of  the  current.  At  pres- 
ent, as  the  water  is  still  very  high  and  the  current  swift,  I  am  nnable  to  state  the 
amount  of  damage  done,  if  any,  to  the  remaining  portion  of  the  dam.  I  have  directed 
an  examination  to  be  made  as  soon  as  the  water  will  permit  it,  when  I  will  forward  an 
Additional  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  C.  Post, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 

Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Giu^orb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A, 

A  detailed  report  of  the  dam  will  be  submitted  as  soon  as  a  project  for 
its  modification  has  been  prepared. 

Although  such  high  freshets,  accompanied  by  large  bodies  of  drift- 
wood, as  caused  the  injury  to  the  temporary  work  of  the  dam  above  re- 
ferred to,  are  not  of  frequent  occurrence  on  the  Savannah  Eiver,  it  is 
believed  that  prudence  requires  some  modification  of  the  original  design 
of  the  dam.  Whether  additional  strength  shall  be  given  to  it  to  a  degree 
that  will  enable  it  to  withstand  any  unusually  great  pressure  to  which 
it  may  be  subjected  in  times  of  exceptionally  high  freshets,  or  whether 
it  shall  be  entirely  submerged  so  that  it  will  be  practically  unaffected 
by  freshets  and  drift  materials,  remains  to  be  yet  determined'. 

Although  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation  is  deemed  to 
be  quite  sufficient  for  its  completion  upon  either  of  the  two  plans  above 
indicated,  it  is  believed  to  be  inexpedient  to  resume  work  upon  it  until 
the  funds  are  provided  for  enlarging  the  water-way  below  the  Gross- 
Glides,  and  especially  at  Kinzey's  Point,  so  as  to  afford  a  free  passage 
for  the  increased  volume  of  water  which  the  dam  is  expected  to  divert 
into  Front  Eiver. 

WORK  RECOMMENDED  FOB  NEXT  FISCAL  YEAR. 

It  is  proposed  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  in  case  of  an  appropriation 
being  made,  to  continue  the  improvement  of  Savannah  Biver,  as  indi- 
cated below.  • 

1.  To  complete  the  dam  at  Cross-Tides. 

2.  To  remove  160  to  200  feet  from  the  outer  end  of  the  old  King's 
Island  jetty. 
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3.  To  increase  the  sectional  area  of  the  water- way  in  Front  River, 
below  the  Cross-Tides,  so  as  to  provide  a  free  flow  of  the  enlarged 
volume  of  water  which  is  expected  to  result  from  the  completion  of  the 
dam.  The  points  at  which  enlargement  will  be  necessary  are  Kinzey's 
Point,  opposite  the  city,  and  perhaps  also  the  shallow  channel  between 
Marsh  and  Hatchinson's  Islands. 

4.  To  continue  the  dredging  in  the  new  channel  at  the  "  wrecks"  to  a 
mean  low-water  depth  of  14J  feet  and  to  a  suitable  width. 

5.  To  remove  the  wreck  or  portion  of  wreck  opposite  the  Oyster  Bed 
light,  and  do  such  dredging  as  may  be  found  necessary  or  desirable  at 
that  point. 

6.  To  restore  the  deptn  of  14^  feet  originally  obtained  in  the  channel 
northeast  of  Fort  Pulaski,  should  it  be  found  that  no  scour  is  induced 
in  this  channel  as  the  result  of  removing  the  obstruction  above  it,  6ppo- 
site  Oyster  Bed  light. 

7.  To  dredge  in  other  channels  where  shoaling  has  or  may  take  place, 
should  it  become  necessary  to  do  so. 

This  work  of  improvement  is  located  in  the  custom-district  of  Savannah. 

A  tahle  of  commercial  statistics  famished  by  the  collector  of  the  port,  showing  the 
nnmber,  tonnage,  and  crews  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  and  coastwise  trade, 
the  valne  of  exports,  and  the  amount  of  import  duties  collected  in  each  of  the  years 
1873  to  1876,  inclusive,  is  appended  hereunto. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  contemplated  improvements  of  the  Savannah  River,  sub- 
mitted August  38, 1873,  not  including  the  cost  of  the  necessary  bulkheads  along  the 
amended  water-way  and  jetties,  and  bulkheads  elsewhere,  is  $481,320. 

The  amounts  and  dates  of  the  appropriations^made  since  the  adoption 
of  the  present  project  are  as  follows : 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 $50,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 70,000  00 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1876 62,000  00 

Total : 182,000  00 

Of  this  amount  there  had  been  expended  up  to  the  close  of  the  last 
fiscal  year  (including  outstanding  liabilities)  $154,147.85. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $3,771  8J 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 62, 000  00 

$65,771  81 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 28, 634  49 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 9,285  17 

37,919  66 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 27,852  15 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 299, 320  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     150, 000  00 
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H  3. 

INSIDE  PASSAGE  BETWEEN  THE  SAINT  JOHN'S  RIVER  AND  FERNANDINA, 

FLORIDA. 

No  work  was  done  upon  this  passage  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  as  no 
appropriation  had  been  made  for  it  by  Congress. 

The  channel,  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep,  which  during  the  previous 
fiscal  year  was  opened  by  dredging  through  the  shoals  which  obstructed 
the  passage,  at  an  expense  of  $7,372.40,  was  recently  examined  (on  the 
14th  of  June)  by  Oapt.  James  0.  Post,  United  States  Corps  of  Bn^ne'ers, 
assistant  on  the  work,  so  far  as  it  was  practicable  to  do  so  in  passing 
through  on  a  steamer. 

The  following  is  his  report  thereon  : 

Savannah,  Ga.,  June  22, 1877. 

Colonel:  I  bave  to  report  the  resalt  of  an  examination  of  the  inside  passage 
between  tlie  Saint  John's  River  and  Fernandina,  Fla.,  made  Jane  14,  1877,  while  pass- 
ing thronfcb  it  on  a  steamer  belonging  to  the  regular  freight-line  which  was  established 
in  Jane,  1876,  after  the  completion  of  the  dredging  at  the  several  places  reported  in 
the  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Proceeding  from  Fernandina  toward  the  soath,  through  the  Amelia  River,  the  width 
and  depth  of  the  channel  is  ample  for  the  navigation  of  vessels  of  moderate  draught  as 
far  as  the  second  reach  before  entering  Kingsley's  Cut.  Through  this  latter,  for  a  dis- 
tance of  100  yards,  there  is  bat  4  feet  at  low-water ;  the  width,  however,  is  sufficient. 
Passing  on  to  Kingsley's  Cut  and  through  it,  between  the  piers  of  the  Florida  Railroad 
draw-bridge,  which  are  only  about  50  feet  apart,  there  is  sufficient  water  until  the 
southern  end  of  the  cut  is  reached;  here,  for  a  distance  of  100  yards,  the  channel  is 
but  50  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep  at  low-water.  Beyond  this  cut,  in  passing  through 
the  dividing  basin  of  the  Amelia  River,  for  a  distance  of  200  feet,  the  channel  at  low- 
water,  though  sufficient  in  depth,  is  but  35  feet  wide.  Again,  just  to  the  south  of  this 
narrow  portion,  for  a  distance  of  150  feet^  the  channel,  which  is  sufficiently  wide,  is  but 
4  feet  deep  at  low-water.  From  these  divides,  through  South  Amelia  River  to  Nassau 
Sound,  and  from  thence  to  Gunnison's  Cut,  Sawpit  Creek,  the  channel  is  ample  in 
width  and  depth. 

Through  Gunnison's  Cut,  where  a  channel  75  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep  at  low-vrater 
was  dredged  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  there  is  now  a  channel-way  at  low- water  of 
only  25  feet  in  width  and  3^  feet  in  depth.  At  this  place  the  material  dredged  con- 
sisted of  soft  mud  and  sand,  which,  when  removed,  was  placed  on  the  side  of  the  cut, 
the  balance  on  hand  for  this  work  not  being  sufficient  to  permit  its  removal  to  a  point 
where  it  would  not  partially  flow  back  again  into  the  channel.  Anticipating  this  flow- 
ing in,  the  increased  dimensions  were  given  to  the  dredged  channel  at  this  point,  hop- 
ing thereby  to  gain  a  channel  of  some  degree  of  permanence  40  feet  wide  and  4  feet 
deep  at  low-water.  All  of  the  steamers,  however,  that  navigate  this  channel  have  side- 
wheels,,  which  strike  upon  its  sides  as  they  pass  through  it  and  beat  the  material  back 
again  into  the  channel.  It  is  largely  due  to  this  effect  that  this  channel-way  has  be- 
come so  contracted. 

The  remainder  of  Sawpit  Creek  and  the  Sisters'  Creek  remain  the  same  as  when  the 
dredging  was  done,  with  the  exception  of  the  entrance  of  the  latter  into  the  Saint  John's 
River.  At  this  point  the  Oyster  Shell  Knoll,  before  reported,  has  formed  a  shoal  which 
has  reduced  the  channel  to  25  feet  in  width  and  2^  roet  in  depth  for  a  distance  of  75 
feet. 

Before  the  expenditure  in  dredging,  made  last  year,  this  inside  passage  was  practi- 
cally unnavigable.  As  soon,  however,  as  these  slight  improvements  were  made  a 
weekly  freight-line  of  light-draught  steamers  commenced  their  regular  trips  through 
it,  from  Fernandina  to  the  Saint  John's  River,  and  have  continued  up  to  the  present 
time  f  the  freights  of  each  month,  I  am  informed,  being  greater  than  the  preceding 
ones.  During  the  past  winter  months  a  second  weekly  line  was  established,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  m^ority  of  the  commerce  for  the  Saint  John's  River 
would  follow  this  lead  if  this  channel  was  properly  opened,  and  thus  avoid  the  bar  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  Importance  of  opening  a  suitable  channel-way  through  from  Fernandina  to  the 
Saint  John's  River  being  thus  demonstrated,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  an  ap- 
propriation be  requested  for  this  work  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  C.  Post, 

Captain  of  Engineers. 

Lieut.  Col.  Q.  A.  Gillmore, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 
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An  appropriation  for  the  enlargement  of  this  passage  is  respectfully 
recommended. 

This  improvement  is  located  partly  in  the  cnstoms-district  and  port  of  Fernandina 
and  partly  in  that  of  Jacksonville.  Bach  statistics  of  the  commerce  of  these  ports  as 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  are  appended  hereto  in  tables  A  and  B. 

The  estimated  cost  of  completing  the  improvement,  as  detailed  in  my  report  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending- Jane  30, 1875,  was  $160,000  to  $370,000. 

The  amonnt  expended  since  the  adoption  of  the  present  project  was  $7,372.40. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1878. 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879, 
$25,000. 
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Entrances  yind  clearances  of  vessels  at  the  cusiom-housej  port  of  JaclsonvilUj  FJa.,from  1870 

to  1874,  inclusive. 


VESSELS  ENTERED. 

. 

Coastwise. 

From  foreign  ports. 

Total. 

Value  of 
imports. 

Tear. 

Number  of 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Namberof 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1970 

356 
404 
415 
463 
414 

139;  673 
114, 928 
131,240 
146, 046 
166, 092 

13  1         (?) 
13        2, 156. 86 
15         1, 563. 78 
33         3, 980. 21 
30         4.  946. 59 

369 
.417 
430 
496 
444 

(?) 
117, 084. 86 
132, 803. 78 
150, 026. 21 
171,038.59 

11,464 
728 

1871 

1872 

3  653 

1873 

1,947 
3,394 

1874 

>'Ba8BlJB  CLEAEED. 


Coastwise. 

For  foreign  ports. 

Total 

Value  of 
exports. 

Year. 

Number  of 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Number  of 
vessels. 

Tonnage. 

1870 

979 
394 
446 

484 
420 

139,231 
114,506 
153,993 
156,807 
174,983 

25 
21 
27 
55 
52 

4. 816. 94 
4,956.45 
3,098.23 
8,  667. 60 
7,137.07 

404 
415 
473 
539 
472 

144, 047. 94 
119,559l45 
157,091.23 
165, 474. 60 
182,120.07 

$1, 511, 777 
1,395,675 
1, 606, 389 

1871 

1879 

1873... 

1,  978, 106 

1874 

1,990,896 

H  4. 

SAINT  AUGUSTINE  CREEK,  (THUNDERBOLT  RIVER,)  GEORGIA. 

This  river  constitates  the  inside  passage  between  the  Savannah  Biver 
and  Warsaw  Soand,  and  is  used  by  the  small  steamers  plying  between 
Savannah  and  Brunswick,  Darien,  Fernandiua,  and  the  Saint  John's 
River. 

The  only  improvement  that  is  recommended,  or  that  is  deemed  nec- 
essary, consists  in  the  removal  of  a  heavy-timber  dry-dock  sunk  there 
during  the  civil  war.  It  now  lies  directly  icf  the  channel,  in  20  to  25 
feet  of  water,  and  constitutes  a  very  dangerous  obstruction.  A  number 
of  casualties  of  greater  or  less  importance  have  already  been  caused  by 
it.  Its  length  is  225  feet,  depth  25  feet,  and  breadth  65  feet  j  its  thick- 
ness on  the  bottom  being  3  feet,  and  on  the  sides  6  feet  and  upward. 
Its  riemoval  to  a  depth  of  10  feet  mean  low-water  will  suffice.    • 

No  appropriation  has  ever  been  made  by  Congress  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  stream. 

Appropriation  recommended  for  this  purpose,  $5,000. 


H5. 

OPERATIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  DREDGING-STE AMER  HENRY  BURDEN . 

NUMBER  OF  CUBIC  YARDS  DREDGED. 

On  the  Savannah  Riyer : 

Cubic  yards. 

In  the  new  channel  at  "  The  Wrecks  " 57,417 

In  the  channel  opposite  Ojster-Bed  Light 12,012 

In  the  channel  northeast  of  FortPalaski 6,395 

Total,  on  the  Savannah  River 75,824 

Number  of  cabio  yards  dredged  in  Beach  Channel,  Charleston  Harbor 6S0 

Total  dredged  daring  the  year ^ 76,504 
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EXPENDrrURBS  FOB  THB  FISCAL  YEAR.  • 

For  payment  of  master  and  crew §8,702  49 

Forfuel *. 3,026  77 

For  sapplies,  (oils,  paint,  stallow,  waste,  rope,  &o.) 570  62 

For  repairing  and  renewing  machinery,  &c.,  of  steamer 465  54 

For  repairing  and  renewing  machinery  of  pamping  appliances 243  71 

Totalforthe  year 13,009  13 

Of  which  was  paid  from  the  appropriation : 

For  improTement  of  Savannah  Harbor  and  River,  Georgia |11, 448  38 

For  improvement  of  harbor  at  Charleston,  S.  C 1,560  75 

These  figures  cover  all  expenses  for  superintendence,  wages  and  sub- 
sistence of  crew,  fuel,  supplies,  all  necessary  repairs  to  keep  vessel  and 
machinery  in  good  order  and  prevent  deterioration,  and  for  the  removal 
of  worn-out  portions  of  pumping  apparatus. 

Cttbio  yards. 

The  greatest  quantity  of  material  dredged  in  any  one  day  was 715 

The  greatest  quantity  of  material  dredged  in  any  one  week  was 3, 020 

The  greatest  quantity  of  material  dredged  in  any  one  month  was 10, 730 

Average  cost  per  cubio  yard  in  eight  months' work  on  Savannah  River |0  15f\^ 

Average  cost  per  cubic  yard  in  two  months'  work  in  Charleston  Harbor 2  30 

Average  cost  per  cubic  yard  during  the  year 0  17 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  special  causes  which  made  the  dredging  in 
Beach  Channel  very  costly,  the  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  during  the 
year  would  not  have  exceeded  15^^  cents.  The  average  cost  per  cubic 
yard  during  the  previous  fiscal  year  was  21^  cents. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Savannah  Eiver  improvement  having  been 
exhausted,  work  was  suspended  July  12,  and  not  resumed  untU  Sep- 
tember 12.  After  working  three  days  it  was  found  necessary  to  again 
suspend,  owing  to  the  i^revalence  of  yellow  fever  in  Savannah  and 
vicinity,  and  the  steamer  was  taken  to  Charleston  Harbor,  where  an 
effort  was  made  to  deepen  the  Beach  Channel.  On  account  of  the  in- 
adequate depth  of  watec,  it  was,  after  numerous  trials,  found  imprac- 
ticable to  work  to  any  advantage,  and  the  vessel  was  laid  up  until  the 
subsidence  of  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  rendered  it  safe,  on  November 
14,  to  resume  work  on  the  Savannah  Eiver. 


H6. 

water-line  for  transportation  from  the  mouth  of  saint  mary^s 
river,  on  the  atlantic  coast,  through  okefenokee  swamp  and 
the  state  of  florida,  to  the  gulf  of  mexico. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

New  Yorky  December  30, 1870. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  remarks  con- 
cerning a  water-route  for  transportation  from  the  mouth  of  Saint  Mary's 
Kiver,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  between  the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida, 
through  Okefenokee  Swamp,  and  through  the  State  of  Florida,  to  the 
most  suitable  and  convenient  point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a  subject 
upon  which  I  was  requested  to  report  by  instructions  from  the  office  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  November  3, 1876. 
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The  points  to  which  my  attention  was  especially  directed  in  the  letter 
of  instructions  are  the  following: 

let.  Tbe  character  and  natare  of  the  project  of  improvemeDt*  the  nature  and  proba- 
ble extent  of  cominAroe  and  navigation  interested  therein^and  how  far  the  public  in- 
terests will  be  benefited  by  the  improvement  when  completed. 

2d.  The  probable  expense  attending  a  reconnaissance  or  an  examination  sufficient  to 
determine  the  feasibility  of  the  project,  with  general  estimate  of  cost  thereof. 

3d.  The  cost  of  snoh  a  survey  as  will  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  a 
project  of  improvement,  with  detailed  estimate  of  cost. 

The  main  purpose  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  proposed  water-line  is 
assumed  to  be  a  cheap  means  of  sending  eastward  the  products  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  over  a  route  that  shall  shorten  the  time  and  avoid 
the  danger  of  the  trip  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Florida  Straits. 

Two  methods  of  accomplishing  these  objects  suggest  themselves : 

1.  By  a  water-line  of  barges  across  the  peqinsnla  of  Florida,  continued 
westward  to  the  Mississippi  River  by  another  inside  barge-route  through 
the  land'locked  sounds  and  bays  bordering  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  the 
States  of  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana. 

2.  By  a  ship-canal  across  the  State  of  Florida  of  dimensions  sufficient 
to  pass  large  ocean-going  vessels. 

1.  BAEGB  WATEB-LIlvrE  WITH  INSIDE  BARaE- CONNECTION  WEST. 

In  determining  the  western  terminus  for  a  peninsula  barge-canal  from 
Saint  Mary's  Eiver,  through  Okefenokee  Swamp,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
the  advantages  offered  by  the  harbor  of  Sainjb  Mark's  become  at  once 
apparent,  whether  considered  with  respect  to  either  the  inside  or  the 
outside  connection  west. 

From  Saint  Mark's  westward  to  Lake  Borgne  or  Lake  Pontchartrain 
there  exists  a  nearly  continuous  natural  land-locked  water-route,  by 
means  of  tidal  sounds,  bays,  and  connecting  streams,  requiring  im- 
provement by  dredging  in  some  places,  it  is  true,  but  only  a  compara- 
tively short  aggregate  length  of  solid  cutting.  The  selection  of  a  ter- 
minal point  to  the  eastward  of  Saint  Mark's  would  render  the  connection 
with  this  western  branch  to  the  Mississippi  Eiver  less  direct,  and,  it  is 
believed,  more  costly  for  the  entire  line,  although,  perhaps,  less  so  for 
the  peninsula  branch  alone. 

The  chief  object  that  is  sought  to  be,  and  doubtless  would  be,  attained 
by  this  canal  is  barge-transportation  for  the  grain  and  cotton  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  and  a  portion  of  the  cotton,  timber,  and  lumber  of 
the  Gulf  States,  to  some  suitable  harbor  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  for  re- 
shipment  to  foreign  and  domestic  markets. 

The  grain-barges  used  on  the  Mississippi  Biver  vary  in  tonnage  from 
600  to  1,500  tons,  according  to  the  stage  of  the  river  between  Saint  Louis 
and  New  Orleans.  Their  length  varies  from  180  to  220  feet,  their  breadth 
of  beam  from  30  to  40  feet,  and  their  depth  of  hold  from  6  to  9  feet. 
Assuming  the  largest  size  for  fixing  the  dimensions  of  the  canal,  and 
omitting  any  present  consideration  of  the  water-supply,  it  follows  that 
the  trunk  of  the  canal  should  have  a  bottom  width  of  not  less  than  80 
feet,  with  9  feet  depth  of  water.  A  less  depth  would  inadequj^tely  meet 
the  object  in  view,  should  the  project  for  securing  from  8  to  10  feet  of 
water  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  river, 
recommended  by  the  United  States  Senate  Committee  on  Water-Routes 
to  the  Atlantic,  be  carried  into  effect. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Saint  Mark's 
Biver  has  upon  it  a  minimum  low- water  depth  of  8  feet,  with  a  rise  and 
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fall  of  2.2  feet,  while  the  river  inside,  as  far  up  as  the  town  of  Saint 
Mark's,  more  than  two  miles  from  the  bar,  has  a  greater  depth  by  several 
feet  than  can  be  carried  over  the  bar. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  desirable  to  make  the  canal  of  even  greater 
depth  than  9  feet,  unless  restricted  to  that  depth  by  an  inadequate  sup- 
ply of  wat^r,  so  as  to  allow  a  numerous  class  of  good-sized  coasting- 
vessels  to  use  it.  In  this  case  the  Saint  Mark's  Bar  would  require  deep- 
ening. Whether  this  is  practicable  by  any  method  that  shall  be  perma- 
nent, without  being  too  costly,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  having  given 
no  special  study  to  the  subject. 

THE  SOURCE  OF  WATER-SUPPLY. 

The  needed  supply  of  water  for  the  summit-level  of  the  canal  and  the 
serv  ce  of  its  two  locks,  and  for  all  the  various  losses  incidental  to  such 
works,  is  expected  to  be  drawn  from  the  Okefenokee  Swamp.  Its 
capacity  for  that  purpose  is  unknown,  although  believed  to  be  ample 
for  the  requirements  of  a  barge-canal  of  the  dimensions  indicated,  if 
judiciously  located  and  cut  to  the  requisite  depth.  This  swamp,  with 
the  probable  exception  of  less  than  2  per  cent,  of  its  entire  area,  located 
within  the  State  of  Florida,  has  been  surveyed  or  examined,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  series  of  compass  and  level  lines,  at  two  different  times, 
under  direction,  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  The  first 
examination  was  made  by  Lieut.  R.  L.  Hunter  in  1857.  N"o  copy  of  the 
map  bf  this  survey,  but  only  some  meager  extracts  from  the  text  of  the 
report,  could  be  obtained.  The  second  examination  was  made  in  1875, 
by  Mr.  0.  A.  Locke,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  George  Little,  State  geolo- 
gist of  Georgia.  A  copy  of  the  map  and  an  abstract  of  the  report  have 
been  received  through  the  courtesy  of  Hon.  J.  M.  Smith,  governor  of 
Georgia.  While  the  aggregate  number  of  facts  collected  from  these 
sources  furnishes  much  interesting  and  valuable  information  concerning 
the  extent,  the  heiglit  above  tide-water,  and  the  characteristic  topo- 
graphical features  of  that  locality,  .still  the  volume  of  water  that  may 
be  drawn  from  the  swamp  and  its  water-^hed  for  the  service  of  the 
canal,  and  the  practicability  of  its  being  utilized  for  that  purpose  at 
a  reasonable  cost,  are  questions  which  require  additional  and  special 
observations  and  surveys  for  their  determination.  . 

It  appears,  however,  from  what  is  known  of  Lieutenant  Hunter's 
report,  that  the  highest  part  of  Okefenokee  Swamp  is  found  at  its  north- 
ern extremity,  where  it  is  stated  to  be  126J  feet  above  tidewater,  and 
that  both  its  eastern  and  western  borders  have  a  gentle  and  nearly 
uniform  declivity  toward  the  southern  end.  At  Ellicott's  Mound,  on 
the  east,  where  a  branch  of  the  Saint  Mary's  Biver  heads  into  the 
swamp,  the  height  is  said  to  be  111}  feet,  and  at  Suwanee  Shoals  110^ 
feet  above  tide-water.  In  fact,  the  map,  referring  especially  to  that  of 
the  northern  part  of  Florida,  compiled  and  published  by  the  United 
States  Coast-Survey  Office,  1864,  shows  that  the  swamp  is  apparently 
fed  by  numerous  creeks  and  rivers  that  enter  it  on  its  northern  and 
northwestern  borders,  while  the  natural  outflow  takes  place  on  its  south- . 
em,  southeastern,  and  southwestern  borders,  in  the  form  of  many  water- 
courses, tributary  to  the  Suwannee  and  the  Saint  Mary's  Rivers.  The 
swamp,  in  fact,  occupies  an  extensive  elevated  plateau,  from  the  south- 
ern end  of  which  the  Florida  ridge  springs,  and  thence  extends  south- 
erly, with  varying  heights,  until  it  disappears  in  the  low  swamps  of 
the  Everglades. 

Lieutenant  Hunter  states  that  the  area  of  Okefenokee  Swamp  is 
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aboat  625  sqaare  miles ;  that  the  Sawanee  drains  an  area  of  the 
Rwampaud  adjacent  country  equal  to  670  square  miles;  and  that  the 
Saint  Mary's  Kiv^er  at  Etlicott's  Mound  receives  the  drainage  of  275 
square  miles,  the  whole  area  of  swamp  and  adjacent  country  forming 
together  the  Okefenokee  basin,  being  945  square  miles.  In  the  absence 
of  more  precise  information,  this  area  will  be  assumed  as  the  watershed 
for  supplying  the  summit-level. 

Mr.  Locke  states  in  his  report  that  the  actual  swamp  covers  about 
two-thirds  to  three-quarters  of  the  entire  area  of  what  is  called  Okefe- 
nokee Swamp;  and  that  the  balance  consists  of  numerous  prairies,  hum- 
mocks, and  islands.  The  soil  of  the  swamp  proper  is  a  soft  muck, 
entirely  saturated  with  water.  In  the  dry  season,  about  as  much  water 
as  muck  is  visible.  The  growth  in  the  swamp  is  cypress,  bay,  gum,  and 
pine,  with  frequently  an  almost  impenetrable  undergrowth  of  intertwin- 
ing bushes. 

The  so-called  "  prairies''  are  extensive  level  tracts,  consisting  of  soft, 
easily  penetrated  muck  soil  about  5  feet  deep,  covered  with  perfectly 
clear  water  of  a  remarkably  uniform  depth  of  about  1  foot.  These 
prairies  have  innumerable  islands  dotted  over  them,  dry  in  the  center, 
and  of  varying  sizes;  also,  a  few  circular  places  called  lakes — generally 
about  one-tourth  of  a  mile  in  diameter — in  which  the  water  is  from 
3  to  4  feet  deep.  The  hummocks,  lying  between  mainland  and  swamp, 
or  between  islands  and  swamp,  contain  rich,  black  soil,  covered  by  a 
luxuriant  growth  of  live-oak,  hickory,  &c.,  and  form  good  agricultural 
lands.  Of  the  islands,  the  largest  named  has  an  area  of  about  8 
square  miles,  with  soil  the  same  as  that  of  the  surrounding  country. 
The  only  growth  upon  it  is  long-leafed  pine  and  saw-palmetto. 

It  might  be  conjectured,  from  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Hunter  and 
Mr.  Locke,  that  not  far  from  one-half  of  what  is  known  as  Okefenokee 
Swamp — or  about  300  square  miles — is  covered  with  water  during  the 
dry  season,  but  the  depth  of  the  water,  except  on  the  prairies  and  lakes, 
which,  taken  together,  comprise  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  entire  area, 
is  nowhere  stated.  It  is  not  possible,  therefore,  to  estimate,  with  any 
fair  approximation  to  accuracy,  the  volume  of  water  which  the  swamp 
contains.  Neither  is  it  possible  to  estimate  the  practicability  and  cost 
of  increasing  that  volume  by  a  dike  around  its  low  southern  margin,  so 
as  to  stop  or  diminish  the  present  outflow,  or  of  constructing  such  a 
system  of  interior  trunk  and  branch  ditches  as  shall  effectively  collect 
the  waters  of  the  entire  swamp,  and  carry  them  off  by  one  or  more 
principal  channels  or  feeders. 

Okefenokee  Swamp  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  a  ready-made 
natural  reservoir  for  feeding  the  upper  portions  of  the  canal.  It  wil[ 
require  a  certain  amount — probably  a  very  considerable  amount — of 
engineering  work  to  make  its  hydraulic  resources  available.  This  has 
been  already  pointed  out  in  general  terms  in  the  report  of  the  board  of 
internal  improvement  on  the  contemplated  canal  between  the  Atlantia 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  dated  Washington,  February  19, 1829,  in  which 
it  is  stated  that,  by  a  proper  system  of  drainage,  the  standing  water  in 
the  marshes  of  that  extensive  swamp  may,  at  great  expense,  be  made 
available.  But  the  method  by  which  this  can  best  be  accomplished,  wheth- 
er by  enlarging  the  reservoir  capacity  of  the  swamp  with  a  marginal 
dike,  or  by  interior  excavations,  or  both,  or  by  constructing  a  reservoir 
elsewhere,  if  practicable,  or  by  using  the  summit-level  itself  for  that 
purpose,  or  by  a  combination  of  two  or  all  of  these  devices,  cannot  be  de- 
termined from  any  of  the  data  furnished  by  previous  surveys,  so  far  as 
they  have  come  under  my  observation. 

One  of  the  peculiar  features  of  the  river-system  of  Florida  appears 
25  B 
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to  be  that  generally  the  streams  force  their  way  through  the  sandy 
upper  stratum,  and  are  fed  more  by  lateral  filtration  than  by  tributa- 
ries. While  the  upper  stratum  ot  the  peninsula  is  generally  sandy 
on  both  sides  of  the  Florida  ridge,  to  a  depth  of  at  least  5  or  C  feet,  the 
substratum  is  not  the  same  on  both  sides.  On  the  eastern  it  is  clay 
mixed  with  a  great  deal  of  sand ;  but  on  the  western  side  it  is  through- 
out a  kind  of  stratified  rotten  limestone,  presenting  frequent  outcrops 
on  the  surface,  in  many  places  undermined  by  streams  which  sink 
abruptly  and  force  their  way  through  the  cavernous  parts  of  the  mass, 
to  resume,  at  some  distance  away,  their  natural  course  upon  the  surface. 

The  porous,  not  to  say  spongy,  condition  of  a  very  large  portion  of 
the  soil  of  Florida,  together  with  its  comparatively  insignificant  eleva- 
tion above  tide-water,  and  the  generally  flat  character  of  the  country, 
particularly  between  the  ridge  and  the  Gulf,  prevents  the  formation  of 
tributaries  to  the  few  existing  streams,  while  it  is  the  cause  of  number- 
less lakes,  ponds,  and  swamps  that  are  generally  found  wherever  a 
depression  of  the  ground  favors  a  collection  of  water. 

What  rivers  there  are  have  their  volume  gradually  but  steadily 
increased  by  constant  infiltration  from  the  water-soaked  soil  through 
which  they  flow. 

From  the  experiments  made  by  Lieut.  John  Pickett,  and  reported  by 
him  under  date  of  Washington,  March  6,  1832,  it  would  appear  that 
this  element  of  water-supply  by  filtration  may  form  an  important  factor 
in  any  canal-project  for  these  regions.  He  sunk  wooden  shafts  appar- 
ently 7  feet  square  in  the  clear,  at  several  points  in  the  valley  of  the 
Santa  F6  and  Bull  Creek,  about  45  miles  south  of  the  line  upon  or 
near  which  the  summit-level  of  the  proposed  route  would  probably  be 
located.  After  being  pumped  empty,  the  shaft  in  the  JSantaF6  Valley  was 
observed  to  till  up  wiih  water  to  the  height  of  nearly  16  feet  in  7  hours 
and  37  minutes.  In  the  valley  of  Bull  Creek  it  rose  6  feet  7  inches  iu 
2  hours  and  44  minutes ;  and  at  Twenty-five  Mile  Point,  18  feet  6  inches 
in  6  hours  and  41  minutes. 

Similar  but  more  numerous  trials  by  shaft-sinking  should  be  made, 
not  only  on  the  summit-section  of  the  canal,  but  also  in  several  places 
on  the  lower  levels.  The  results  will  furnish  important  data  for  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  project,  bearing  more  particularly  upon  the 
depth  to  which  the  trunk  of  the  canal  should  be  sunk  below  the  natural 
surface  of  the  soil. 

The  volume  of  water  which  escapes  from  the  l^wamp  by  filtering  away 
through  the  earth  may  be  very  considerable.  It  is  not  susceptible  of 
direct  measurement.  Much  of  it,  of  course,  finds  its  way  into  the  Saint 
Mary's  and  Suwannee  Rivers,  and  doubtless  forms  an  important  factor 
in  their  regimen.  It  is  not  deemed  practicable  to  collect  it  for  the  serv- 
ice of  the  canal,  although  the  summit-level  may  be  expected  to  intercept 
and  utilize  a  small  fraction  of  it.  Most  of  the  tributaries  to  the  Saint 
Mary'ta,  which  head  up  toward  the  east  side  of  the  swamp,  do  not  appear 
on  the  map  to  tap  it  directly,  though  probably  largely  fed  from  it  by 
infiltration,  and  they  all  join  the  main  stream  below  the  probable  east- 
ern terminus  of  the  summit-level.  There  are  two  streams  which  have 
their  source  in  the  swamp,  and  flow  due  south  into  the  Saint  Mary's, 
that  would  be  cut  by  the  summit-line.  On  the  west  there  are  several 
streams  which  flow  from  the  body  of  the  swamp  and  empty  their  waters 
into  the  Suwannee  above  the  point  at  which  the  western  end  of  the 
summit-level  would  be  likely  to  be  established.  A  portion  of  this  out- 
flow could  doubtless  be  diverted  into  the  reservoir  for  the  service  of  the 
canal  to  the  greater  or  less  injury  of  the  navigation  on  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Suwannee. 
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THE  GENEBAL  CHAHAOTEE  AND  LOCATION  OF  THE  LINE, 

A  straight  line,  measured  on  the  map,  from  the  mouth  of  Saint  Mary's 
to  Saint  Mark's,  has  a  length  of  about  165  miles.  By  taking  advantage 
of  the  natural  watercourses  in  proximity  to  that  line,  which  are  either 
navigable  or  can  presumably  be  made  so  by  slack-water  dams  for  the 
largest  class  of  barges  destined  to  pass  the  canal,  the  length  will  of 
course  be  augmented. 

The  total  length  of  Saint  Mary's  River,  from  its  mouth  to  Ellicott's 
Mound,  where  the  head  of  one  of  its  branches  is  found,  is  about  100 
miles ;  but  no  information  has  yet  been  obtained  as  to  how  far  vessels 
drawing  9  feet  can  ascend  the  stream  in  its  natural  low-river  state,  or 
to  what  extent  and  for  what  distance'  it  is  susceptible,  at  reasonable 
cost,  of  being  converted  into  slack-water  navigation.  In  the  vicinity  of 
Trader's  Hill,  which  is  something  less  than  50  miles  above  the  ntouth,  a 
steamer  drawing  17  feet  of  water  is  known  to  have  been  stationed,  in 
the  winter  of  1864-'65,  receiving  a  cargo  of  cotton  from  the  interior  of 
Florida.  The  tide  is  said  to  be  felt  as  far  as  Barbour's,  some  ten  or 
more  miles  above  Trader's  Hill. 

An  inspection  of  the  map  of  Northern  Florida  shows  that  for  a  route 
through  the  Okefenokee  Swamp  to  Saint  Mark's,  the  Suwannee  River, 
the  most  important  natural  water-course  and  the  receptacle  of  all  minor 
creeks  and  rivers  in  that  region— such  as  the  Withlacoochee  and  Ala- 
paha — will  probably,  if  not  necessarily,  form  a  part  of  it.  Assuming 
this  to  be  the  case,  the  next  point  which  presents  itself  is  the  selection 
of  a  canal-line  that  shall  most  advantageously  connect  the  waters  of  the 
Suwannee  and  Saint  Mary's  Rivers. 

By  the  survey  of  Major  Perrault,  as  reported  by  General  Bernard, 
February  19,  1829,  the  summit-point  of  the  then  contemplated  rente 
was  fixed  near  the  southern  end  of  the  Okefenokee  swamp,  and  found 
to  be  152  feet  above  low  tide.  Its  location  was  12|  miles  west  of  the 
fork  formed  by  Saint  Mary's  River  and  Alligator  Creek.  The  distance 
from  the  summit-point  to  a  certain  point  on  Saint  Mary's  River  near 
Barbour's,  on  a  gently  curved  line,  forming  a  part  of  the  then  proposed 
route,  was  found  to  be  27  miles,  while  following  the  windings  of  the 
river  it  would  have  been  over  50  miles.  From  gauging  the  river  in  those 
parts,  it  was  concluded  that  its  average  discharge  per  second  was  en- 
tirely inadequate  for  canaling  purposes,  and  that  the  whole  length  of  27 
miles  east  of  the  summit-point  would  have  to  be  fed  by  a  reservoir. 
Again,  at  about  18  miles  west  of  the  summit-point  the  Suwannee  is 
struck,  which  is  stated  to  discharge  at  that  place  G14  cubic  feet  of  water 
I>er  second  at  ordinary  stages.  This  amount  being  ample  for  all  the 
purposes  under  consideration,  suggests  the  location  of  the  western  ter- 
minus of  the  connecting  canal  at  that  point.  In  that  case  its  length 
would  be  about  45  miles. 

The  heights  and  distances  above  given  can  only  be  accepted  as  ap- 
proximately correct. 

This  part  of  the  project  will  require  an  especially  careful  study,  and 
the  running  of  several  trial  and  level  lines,  before  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  this  portion  of  the  work  can  be  formed. 

Following  the  Suwannee  to  Columbus,  it  receives  on  its  course  the 
rivers  Alapaha  and  Withlacoochee.  At  the  mouth  of  the  latter  the  dis- 
charge of  the  Suwannee  was  stated  by  General  Bernard  to  be  3,000 
cubic  feet  per  second.  From  Columbus  it  may  be  advisable  to  follow 
the  Suwannee  farther  down,  instead  of  striking  directly  for  Saint  Mark's, 
whereby  the  high  plateau  extending  toward  Tallahassee  would  be  en- 
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couutered.  Descending  the  river,  therefore,  as  far,  perhaps,  as  Charles 
Ferry,  a  distance  of  aboat  50  miles,  the  roate  woald  then  turn  to  the 
west^vard,  crossing  in  succession  the  FenhoUoway,  Econfenee,  and  Ocilla 
Elvers;  thence  ranning  through  the  low  marsh-land  near  the  Gulf  to 
the  terminal  point  in  the  Saint  Mark's  Biver,  about  70  miles  from  the 
Suwannee. 

The  probable  nature  and  character  of  the  project  tnay  therefore  be 
summed  up  as  follows :  It  will  be  a  water-line  for  barges  of  9-foot  draught 
or 'less,  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Saint  Mary's  River ;  thence  ascend- 
ing that  stream  as  far,  perhaps,  as  it  is  navigable,  or  can  be  made  so 
at  reasonable  cost  by  slack-wat<^.r  dams  and  otherwise;  thence  by  canal 
and  locks  across  the  southern  portion  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp  to  the 
Suwannee  Eiver ;  thence  descending  that  river  by  slack-water  and  open 
river  navigation  to  a  point  near  the  vicinity  of  Charles  Ferry,  though 
possibly  at  some  distance  therefrom,  and  thence  in  a  direction  nearly 
due  west  by  canal  to  the  western  terminus  in  deep  water  on  the  Saint 
Mark's  Eiver,  a  little  below  the  town  of  Saint  Mark's. 

The  project  will  doubtless  comprise  the  excavation  of  an  extensive 
storage  reservoir  for  receiving  the  drainage  of  Okefenokee  basin,  either 
detached  from  or  forming  a  part  of  the  summit-level,  with  a  more  or 
less  thorough  system  of  drainage  of  the  swamp,  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions, such  as  shoals,  bars,  snags^  sharp  bends,  &c.,  in  the  Saint  Mary% 
Suwannee,  and  perhaps  other  minor  rivers,  the  excavation  of  two  de- 
tached sections  or  divisions  of  canal,  aggregating  over  100  miles  in 
length,  and  the  construction  of  slack- water  dams,  lift  and  guard  locks, 
&c. 

From  what  is  known  of  the  general  route  it  is  presumed  that  the 
lengths  of  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  line  will  not  vary  greatly  from 
the  following : 

Milefl. 

1.  From  the  month  of  Saint  Mary's  River  np  that  stream 61 

2.  From  the  Saint  Mary's  to  the  Snwaonee  Kiver,  by  canal  and  locks 45 

3.  Suwannee  River  to  Charles  Ferry 50 

4.  Charles  Ferry  to  Saint  Mark's,  by  canal 70 

Total  from  month  of  Saint  Mary's  River  to  Saint  Mark'se 926 

WATBR-EXPBNDITURB. 

Although,  as  already  stated,  the  capacity  of  the  Okefenokee  basin 
and  swamp  for  supply  of  water  is  not  known,  the  volume  that  it  would 
be  required  to  furnish  for  a  canal  of  given  dimensions,  that  shall  most 
advantageously  connect  the  waters  of  the  Saint  Mary's  and  Suwannee 
Elvers,  may  be  roughly  computed. 

The  length  of  the  summit  and  adjacent  sections  of  the  canal  that 
would  have  to  be  fed  from  a  storage-reservoir  was  estimated  by  the 
board  of  internal  improvement,  in  1829,  at  about  45  miles,  and  since 
there  are  no  data  whatever  on  hand  at  this  time  to  justify  or  require  the 
adoption  of  any  other  summit-line,  it  will  be  used  as  a  basis  for  calcula* 
tion. 

It  was  suggested  by  that  board  that  inasmuch  as  no  natural  reservoir 
of  any  consequence  exists  on  the  top  ridge,  it  would  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct the  summit-level  of  sufficient  capacity  to  be  itself  a  reservoir  to 
be  supplied  from  the  Okefenokee  Swamp. 

The  minimum  dimensions  assumed  for  the  canal  are  a  width  of  80  feet 
at  the  bottom  and  116  feet  at  the  water-surface,  giving  side-slopes  of  1 
upon  2,  and  a  depth  of  9  feet.  A  1,500  ton  grain-barge  has  a  width  of 
40  feet.    Twice  that  number,  or  80  feet^  gives  the  minimum  width  at  the 
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bottom.  The  cubical  contents  of  the  canal-prism  forming  the  summit- 
level  will  be,  therefore,  209,563,200  cubic  feet,  or  7,761,700  cubic  yards. 

The  loss  by  evaporation  on  this  length  of  45  miles  will  amount  to  just 
about  one  water-prism  per  year,  assuming,  according  to  the  results  of 
Lieut.  M.  L,  Smith's  studies  of  the  subject  in  reference  to  a  canal-route 
connecting  with  the  Saint  John's  River,  Florida,  the  monthly  evapora- 
tion in  that  climate  to  be  7^  inches,  or  7  feet  6  inches  per  annum,  (7^ 
feet  X 116  feetx45  miles=7,655,000  cubic  yards.) 

Iihe  loss  by  absorption  and  infiltration  is  taken  to  be  about  14  prispis 
per  annum.  This  estimate  is  based  upon  observations  made  on  canals 
constructed  in  soils  differing  widely  in  many  respects  from  that  through 
which  the  summit-level  will  pass,  and  is  doubtless  much  too  high.  It  is 
believed  that  the  losses  from  these  causes  near  the  surface  will  be  com- 
pensated in  great  measure  by  water  flowing  into  the  canal  from  the 
more  or  less  thoroughly  saturated  subsoil.  It  will,  however,  be  assumed 
that  14  prisms  are  annually  lost  in  this  manner. 

The  loss  by  leakage  at  the  lock-gates  has  been  generally  calculated 
among  American  engineers  to  be  12  lockfuls  a  day  per  lock,  or  24  lock- 
fuls  for  the  summit-level  with  its  two  locks,  equal  to  8,760  lockfuls  per 
year.  The  dimensions  of  a  lock  are  supposed  to  be  250  feet  by  50  feet, 
with  a  lift  of  8  feet.  One  lookfnl,  therefore,  amounts  to  3,333  cubic  yards, 
and  8,760  lockfuls  to  29,197,080  cubic  yards.  This  is  equivalent  to  about 
4.17  water-prisms  per  annum. 

Loss  by  lockage. — A  first-class  barge  will  probably,  on  the  average, 
occupy  about  30  minutes  in  passing  a  lock.  Beckoning  the  actual 
working  time  at  18  hours  a  day,  36  boats  per  day  wilLpass  the  summit- 
level,  when  employed  to  its  full  capacity,  with  a  single  set  of  locks. 
The  maximum  consumption  of  each  boat  will  be  two  lockfuls,  the  daily 
loss  by  lockage  will  therefore  be  36x2=72  lockfuls,  or  26,280  lockfuls 
I>er  annum,  equal  to  about  12.53  prisms.  Finally,  the  loss  by  draining 
off  portions  of  the  canal  for  repairs  may  be  put  down  at  3  prisms. 

Recapitulating  these  various  losses,  a  total  loss  of  34.70  prisms  is 
found,  viz : 

Priam. 

Loesfrom  evaporation 1 

Lossfrom  absorption,  infiltration,  &o 14 

Loss  from  leakage  at  look-gate 4.17 

LoMfrom  lockage 12.53 

Loss  from  emptying  portions  of  the  canal 3 

Total .' 34.70 

This  volume  of  34.70  prisms,  equal  to  269,380,978  cubic  yards  of 
water,  must  be  supplied  to  the  canal  every  year  to  keep  it  in  navigable 
order;  or,  in  other  words,  the  canal  supposed  to  have  been  filled  ready 
for  service  will  require  an  additional  volume  of  water,  amounting  to  ^31 
cubic  feet  per  second,  to  make  up  for  losses. 

The  volume  of  water  required  for  the  service  of  the  locks  may,  of 
course,  be  diminished  in  several  ways,  at  an  increased  outlay  for  con- 
struction, cither  by  means  of  intermediate  gates,  which  will  divide  the 
locks  into  two  shorter  lengths,  suitable  for  vessels  of  less  than  the  max- 
imum length,  or  by  building  smaller  locks  beside  the  large  ones,  for  the 
use  of  such  vessels;  or  by  the  construction  of  lateral  storage-basins  in 
connection  with  each  lock  into  which  the  upper  portion  of  the  prism  of 
lift  would  be  discharged  at  the  passage  of  each  boat,  to  be  returned  to 
the  lower  portion  of  the  prism  when  filling  the  lock  for  the  next  boat. 

Although  the  foregoing  estimate  supposes  that  the  highest  reach  of 
the  canal  extends  from  river  to  river,  and  is  attained  from  either  stream 
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by  a  single  lock,  it  will  probably  be  foand  that  the  length  of  the  sncn- 
mit-level  will  not  exceed  35  or  40  miles,  and  that  on  the  Saint  Mary's 
end  five  or  six  locks  may  be  required,  and  on  the  other  as  many  as  lour 
or  five,  but  that  in  neither  case  will  these  locks  be  required  to  be  in 
flights. 

WATER-SUPPLY  PROBABLY  AVAILABLE. 

Accepting  Lieutenant  Hunter's  estimate  of  the  area  of  Okefenok^ee 
basin  at  945  square  miles,  (or  26,345,088,000  square  feet,)  it  follows  that 
a  rain-fall  of  3.32  inches  over  the  entire  area  must  be  utilized  for  the 
service  of  the  canal.  As  to  the  amount  of  rain-fall  at  Okefenokee 
basin,  Lieut.  M.  L.  Smith  says,  in  his  report,  that  at  Tampa  Bay  the 
yearly  rain-fall  is  57  inches ;  at  Fort  Meade,  35  inches ;  at  Fort  Pearce, 
73  inches;  at  Jacksonville,  58  inches;  giving  an  average  fall  for  the 
four  places  of  56  inches.  This  agrees  with  Col.  P.  H.  Kaiford's  state- 
ment, in  his  examination  before  the  Senate  select  committee,  December 
24,  1873,  wherein  he  gave  the  average  rain-fall  at  Okefenokee  basin 
during  each  of  the  four  seasons,  and  computed  the  mean  annual  rain- 
fall there  at  55  inches.  Adopting  the  latter  figure,  55  inches,  and  hav- 
ing found  3.32  inches  of  rain  over  the  whole  basin  to  be  needed  for 
supplying  the  summit-level  of  the  canal,  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  whatever  be  the  mode  of  storing  the  water  gathered  by  drainage, 
G.04:  per  centum  of  the  total  rainfall  must  be  rendered  available  for 
canalling  purposes,  in  addition  to  all  losses  by  evaporation,  leakages, 
&c.,  in  the  storage-reservoir  and  feeder. 

If  we  assume  the  water  to  be  collected  in  such  a  reservoir,  its  volume 
will  be  continually  diminished  by  evaporation  in  a  direct  ratio  to  its 
surface-area,  and  an  inverse  ratio  to  its  depth ;  but  it  will  doubtless  be 
replenished  to  some  extent  by  inflow  from  the  water  soaked  subsoil,  so 
that  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  reservoir-evaporation  cannot  be  esti- 
mated with  any  confidence  in  the  accuracy  of  the  results. 

If  it  should  be  found  practicable  by  any  system  of  dikes  to  use  a 
portion  of  the  swamp  as  the  storage-reservoir,  the  loss  by  evaporation, 
although  large,  may  be  approximately  computed.  It  will  go  on  over 
the  entire  water-covered  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  portion 
occupied  by  hummocks  and  islands. 

In  considering  the  question  of  using  a  portion  of  the  swamp  as  a 
storage-reservoir,  it  is  desirable  t^at  its  surface-area  should  be  restricted 
as  much  as  possible,  in  order  to  reduce  the  loss  from  evaporation. 

The  annual  loss  from  this  cause  has  been  assumed  to  be  7^  feet,  and 
the  supply  of  water  needed  for  the  summit-level  at  231  cubic  feet  per 
second.  If  the  area  of  the  reservoir  in  square  miles  is  designated  by 
A,  we  have  the  following  : 

(1)  Loss  per  second  from  evaporation  on  surface  of  reservoir  =  /^  ^T^v^off  ^X  A 


(5^809  X  7*X 
31,536,00Ci  y 


(2)  Loss  per  second  to  feed  snmmifc-level  and  locks  =  23  cnbic  feet. 

The  annual  rain-fall  being  taken  at  55  inches,  or  A^^  feet,  the  area  of 
the  reservoir,  equal  to  A  square  miles,  receives  the  whole  height  of  water 
due  to  that  rainfall.  Of  the  rain-water  that  falls  on  the  other  portions 
of  the  Okefenokee  basin,  it  is  assumed  that  but  one-fourth  of  it^au  be 
couducte<l  by  drainage  to  the  reservoir;  the  balance  is  supposed  to  be 
lost  by  evaporation,  leakage,  and  other  causes. 
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The  available  drainage-area  is  945 — A  square  miles. 

(3)  Supply  by  direct  rain-fall  on  reservoir  =|  -3J-535  qoV  J  ^  -^ 

(4)  Supply  by  draining  balance  of  basin  one-fonrth  /!y28(fixix4^f\     xq.k_  *  v 

of  rain-fall ^    31,536,000      ^X  (945— A) 

Consequently  A  =  202  square  miles. 

Hence  the  storage-reservoir,  if  constructed  within  the  Okefenokee 
basin,  must  not  exceed  202  square  miles  in  area,  assuming  it  to  receive 
only  one-fourth  of  the  rain-fall  of  the  balance  of  the  basin. 

The  reservoir  will  be  subject  to  the  following  losses  in  addition  to  the 
loss  by  leakage : 

Cabio  feet. 

Annual  I088  from  eyaporation 42, 260, 6r)7, 250 

Annual  loss  from  feeding  summitrlevel 7,273,286,400 

Total 49,533,943,650 

On  the  assumption  that  the  canal  passes  through  the  lowest  or  south- 
ern portion  of  the  swamp,  a  part  of  the  loss  by  leakage  will  be  inter- 
rupted by  the  summit-level,  and  to  that  extent  will  diminish  the  amount 
to  be  supplied  through  the  fee<ler. 

If  the  storage-reservoir  be  required  to  have  a  capacity  equal  to  four 
months'  supply,  it  must  hold  ^  of  the  last  given  amount,  and  be  3  feet 
deep. 

By  increasing  the  depth  of  the  reservoir  its  area  will  be  lessened,  and 
may  reach  a  minimum  when  the  summit-level  is  made  to  serve  as  a 
reservoir.  In  the  latter  case,  the  canal  proper  may  run  through  the 
reservoir  as  a  deeper  channel,  so  that  when  the  reservoir  shall  have 
had  its  water-level  lowered  by  a  long-continued  drought,  there  will  still 
be  enough  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  proper. 

Whichever  way  this  question  will  be  solved,  the  necessity  of  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  excavation  cannot  be  avoided ;  but  some  impor- 
tant elements  that  will  enter  into  any  calculation  are  at  present  so  little 
known  as  to  their  relative  value,  that  the  above  calculation,  and  any 
other  made  now  and  bearing  on  the  subject,  can  be  only  considered  as 
an  essay.  The  soil  of  at  least  a  large  portion  of  Florida  is  of  such  an 
exceptional  character  that  only  a  series  of  careful  experiments  made  on 
the  proposed  site  of  summit-level  and  reservoir  can  decide  the  question 
whether  filtration  should  be  taken  into  bccount  as  a  source  of  supply  or 
of  loss.  In  regard  to  this  matter,  it  may  be  in  place  to  recall  the  con- 
clusions arrived  at  by  the  board  of  internal  improvements  (General 
Bernard's  report)  in  discussing  a  route  the  summit-level  of  which  was 
to  be  fed  by  Kinsle.y's  and  Sampson's  Ponds,  about  45  miles  south  of 
EUicott's  Mound.    The  report  says  that — 

The  two  ponds  will  famish  the  necessary  water  for  lookage;  but  with  regard  to  the 
prism  of  the  level,  about  twenty-five  miles  in  length,  it  has  to  rely  entirely  on  the  re- 
sources derived  from  infiltration  through  the  ground.  Therefore  the  practicahUity  of 
the  canal  rests  altogether  upon  this  point. 

The  following  observations,  made  by  the  board  during  their  examination  of  the^ 
peninsula  of  Florida,  lead  them  to  anticipate  a  favorable  result : 

1st.  The  sandy  upper  stratum  and  the  rotten  limestone  substratum  will  facilitate 
the  filtration  to  a  high  degree. 

2d.  The  ponds  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  are  chiefly  kept  full  by  filtration. 

!)d.  The  numberless  ponds,  of  various  sizes,  scattered  everywhere  on  the  surface  of 
the  peninsula,  form  a  strong  indication  of  the  facility  afforded  by  the  ground  for  the 
transmission  through  it  of  water  to  inferior  levels. 

4th.  The  main  streams  of  the  peninsula  have  few  tributaries.  They  are,  however, 
flush  during  the  warm  season,  and  suddenly  swelled  by  accidental  lieavy  showers. 
This  shows  that  they  must,  chiefly,  receive  their  supply  from  filtration. 
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The  rednction  of  the  water-surface  of  the  storaije-reservolr  to  the 
least  practicable  dimensions  will  have  the  advantage  of  reclaiming  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  lands  of  Okefenokee  Swamp  and  will  com- 
pensate to  some  extent  for  expenses  incurred  in  forming  the  reservoir. 
These  reclaimed  lands  will  be  valuable  through  their  proximity  to  the 
canal,  aflfording  ready  means  for  shipping  their  produce  either  to  Gulf 
or  Atlantic  ports.  These  facilities  will  be  still  more  increased  by  mak- 
ing at  least  the  main  drain  through  the  swamp  of  such  dimensions  as 
to  render  it  to  a  certain  degree  navigable.  As  a  ca>e  in  point,  the  rec- 
lamation of  the  fens  or  overflowed  lands  bordering  the  river  Ouse  and 
its  tributaries,  in  England,  may  be  mentioned,  now  known  as  the  Bed- 
ford level.  These  fens  covered  an  area  of  400,000  acres,  (equal  to  625 
square  miles,  the  reputed  size  of  Okefenokee  Swamp.)  Several  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  to  improve  the  tract  were  made  as  early  as  the  fifteenth 
century,  and  were  renewed  in  1634  by  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  in  three 
years  expended  £100,000  without  favorable  results.  In  1649  his  son  re- 
commenced operations,  and  succeeded,  after  an  expenditure  of  £300,000. 
Among  the  numerous  drainage-channels  cut  through  these  lauds  are 
two  nearly  parallel  to  each  other,  more  than  20  miles  in  length,  and 
both  navigable. 

Moreover,  by  the  application  of  modern  machinery,  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  swamps  and  overflowed  prairies  of  the  Okefenokee  ba- 
sin c^n  be  changed  into  fine  and  fertile  agricultural  land  at  an  econom- 
ical rate. 

From  the  report  oftheTJnited  States  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
for  1874,  it  appears  that  in  Colusa  County,  California,  the  Tule  Land 
Beclamation  Company  gives  employment  to  400  or  500  men.  The  com- 
pany owns  42^000  acres  of  overflowed  swamp  land,  and  with  the  aid  of 
a  powerful  steam-ditcher,  it  is  estimated  by  the  company  that  it  costs 
but  $2  an  acre  to  reclaim  it.  Before  the  civil  war  it  was  estimated  by 
the  rice-planters  of  the  South,  with  abundant  slave-labor  at  command^ 
that  it  cost  about  $150  an  acre  to  reclaim  cypress  lands,  and  about  $100 
an  acre  to  reclaim  marsh  lands. 

The  work  done  by  the  steam-ditcher  is  of  the  most  thorough  kind, 
erecting  in  its  course  an  embankment  20  feet  wide  at  its  base,  4  feet 
wide  on  top,  and  4  feet  high.  The  worthless  land  reclaimed  by  this 
work  now  produces  40  bushels  of  wheat  to  the  acre,  and  it  at  once  rose 
in  value  to  $15  per  acre. 

The  average  value  of  land  in  Georgia  was,  in  1860,  $4.85.  The  high- 
est value  in  the  richest  county  was  $10.66  per  acre.  The  lowest  value 
was  68  cents  per  acre.  In  1866,  immediately  upon  the  close  of  the  civil 
war,  the  average  value  of  land  was  $3.42,  showing  a  diminution  from 
the  value  of  1860  of  $1.43  per  acre.  There  has  been  a  slow  advance  in 
value  from  1866  to  the  present  time,  the  average  value  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  reaching  that  of  1860.  The  lands  of  some  sections  have  actually 
increased  in  value  since  that  date  in  many  instances  to  $50  per  acre, 
while  others  have  decreased  from  $20  and  $30  per  acre  to  from  $3  to  $5 
per  acre. 

Okefenokee  Swamp  proper  is  said  to  contain  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  square  miles,  or  four  hundred  thousand  acres,  which  are  at  present 
worthless.  If,  through  improvement  by  drainage,  the  land  is  made  worth 
only  the  average  value  of  land  in  Georgia,  or  $4.85  per  acre,  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  reclaimed  swamplands  will  be  $1,940,000.  But  it  is 
quite  probable  that,  the  canal  having  been  made  and  the  lands  fairly 
brought  under  cultivation,  they  will  be  worth  considerably  more  than 
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this  in  the  market,  owing  to  the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  their 
crops  offered  by  the  convenient  proximity  to  the  canal. 

It  is  believed  that  arrangements  might  be  made  with  the  State  of 
Georgia  by  which  nearly  if  not  all  of  the  Okefenokee  Swamp  would  be- 
come the  property  of  the  United  States  on  condition  that  the  canal  be 
constructed. 

Saint  Mary's  Biver  flows  into  the  ocean  through  the  outlet  of  Cumber- 
land Sound,  where  there  is  now  only  11  feet  of  water  on  the  bar  at 
mean  low  tide,  with  an  ordinary  rise  and  fall  of  5.9  feet.  The  bar-chan- 
nel is,  however,  unusually  shallow  at  the  present  time,  its  normal  low- 
water  depth  for  a  series  of  years,  and  until  quite  recently,  having  been 
13  feet,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  safely  assumed  that  this  depth  can 
be  established  and  maintained  at  a  moderate  cost,  allowing  vessels 
drawing  16^  to  17  feet  to  pass  out  and  in  on  the  flood-tide  in  calm 
weather. 

The  hydraulics  of  Cumberland  Sound,  so  far  as  the  meager  data  on 
record  have  enabled  the  engineering  questions  connected  therewith  to 
be  made  the  subject  of  study,  do  not  seem  to  be  favorable  to  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  entrance  by  means  of  artificial  works,  although 
the  construction  of  jetties  at  a  cost  of  $2,000,000  to  $2,g00,000  would 
for  a  time — certainly  for  a  few,  and  possibly  for  many,  years — afford  a 
channel  of  ample  depth  for  ocean-going  vessels  of  large  size. 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  use  this  outlet  for  shipping  the  freight 
delivered  by  the  canal.  There  are  better  harbors  to  the  north  of  "Cum- 
berland Sound,  and  connected  therewith  by  a  natural  inside  water-pas- 
sage. 

Saint  Andrew's  Sound,  twenty-three  miles  distant,  and  Brunswick 
Harbor,  thirty^five  miles  distant,  have  good  channels  of  entrance  and 
good  anchorages  inside.  The  low-water  depth  on  the  Saint  Andrew's 
Bar  is  16  feet,  and  that  on  the  Brunswick  (Saint  Simon's)  Bar  17  feet, 
with  a  mean  rise  and  fall  at  the  former  of  7.1  feet,  and  at  the  latter  of 
6.8  feet 

Brunswick  appears  to  possess  superior  advantages  as  a  shipping-port 
for  the  Florida  canal,  and  the  inside  passage  which  connects  it  with 
Saint  Mary's  River  can  probably  be  improved  for  9-foot  barges  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  1125,000.  An  examination  of  a  few  points  of  the 
line  is  necessary  before  a  close  estimate  of  the  cost  can  be  n^ade. 

A  SHIP-OANAL. 

The  feasibility  of  a  ship-canal  for  large  ocean-going  vessels  that  shall 
connect  the  Saint  Mary's  River  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  through  Oke- 
fenokee Swamp  is,  of  course,  vastly  more  problematical  than  that  of  the 
barge-canal  already  discuss^.  The  project  must  provide  for  a  suitable 
harbor  at  each  terminus  of  the  line.  On  the  Atlantic,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  barge-line,  this  could  possibly  be  accomplished  in  a  satisfactory  way 
by  the  construction  of  jetties  at  the  entrance  of  Cumberland  Sound,  or 
better  still,  and  with  certainty,  by  the  enlargement  for  ships  of  the 
existing  inside  passage  between  Saint  Mary's  River  and  Brunswick, 
making  this  point  the  shipping  port. 

On  the  Gulf  side  the  choice  would  probably  have  Ix)  be  made  between 
Saint  Mark's  and  Cedar  Keys,  as  they  are  the  only  harbors  at  all  near 
the  direct^line  possessing  sufficient  natural  depth  of  water  approach  to 
encourage  any  attempt  to  enlarge  them  to  the  required  capacity  by  the 
construction  of  artificial  works,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  assert  that 
either  of  them  is  susceptible  of  such  improvement.    On  the  Saint  Mark's 
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Bar  there  is  a  depth  of  8  feet,  and  on  the  Cedar  Keys  Bar  a  depth  of  9 
feet,  at  mean  low- water.  If  Saint  Mark's  should  be  selected  for  the  Gulf 
terminus,  the  general  location  of  the  route  would  probably  not  vary 
greatly  from  that  of  the  barge-line,  while  if  it  should  run  to  Cedar  Keys 
the  Suwanee  Biver,  from  the  western  end  of  the  summit-level  division 
to  some  point  near  its  month,  would  most  likely  form  a  part  of  it,  the 
terminal  point  being  reivched  by  a  cut  13  to  15  miles  long  through  the 
low  marshes  to  the  southward  of  that  stream.  This  assumes  that  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Suwanee  is  not  susceptible  of  improvement.  I 
am  not  in  possession  of  any  recent  information  concerning  it,  and  no 
chart  of  it  has  been  issued  by  the  Coast-Survey  establishment.  Official 
reports  show  that  some  years  ago  it  was  not  considered  safe  for  a  vessel 
drawing  over  5  feet  to  attempt  its  passage,  even  on  the  high  tide. 

The  character  and  nature  of  a  project  for  a  ship-canal  having  its  Gulf 
terminus  at  Saint  Mark's  would  therefore  comprise — 

1st.  The  improvement  of  the  entrance  to  Saint  Mary's  River  (Cum- 
berland Sound)  by  artificial  works,  or  the  enlargement  for  ships  of  the 
inside  passage  northward  from  the  mouth  of  that  river  to  Saint  An- 
drew's Sound,  23  miles  distant,  or  to  Brunswick  Harbor,  35  miles  dis- 
tant, by  the  channel  line. 

2d.  The  improvement  of  Saint  Mary's  River  for  slack-water  naviga- 
tion or  otherwise  up  to  some  suitable  point  for  commencing  the  ascent 
to  the  summit  point. 

3d. 'The  construction  of  the  summit-level  and  adjacent  sections  by 
solid  cutting,  with  the  required  number  of  locks  to  connect  the  waters 
of  the  Saint  Mary's  and  the  Suwanee  Rivers. 

4th.  The  excavation  of  a  capacious  storage-reservoir  for  receiving  the 
drainage  of  Okefenokee  Swamp,  including  the  necessary  work  for  drain- 
ing the  swamp  and  feeding  the  canal. 

6th.  The  improvement  of  the  Suwanee  River  for  slack-water  naviga- 
tion, or  otherwise,  from  the  last  lock  at  the  western  end  of  the  summit- 
level  division  to  some  point  not  far  from  Charles  Ferry. 

6th.  The  construction  of  a  ship-canal  by  solid  cutting  from  the  Suwa- 
nee River  to  deep  water  in  the  Saint  Mark's  River,  near  its  mouth. 

7th.  The  improvement  of  the  channel  of  entrance  to  Saint  Mark's 
River  by  artificial  works. 

If  the  lin^  runs  to  Cedar  Keys  the  work  will  be  the  same  as  above 
noted  from  Cumberland  Sound  to  the  Suwanee  River.  Beyond  that  it 
will  comprise — 

5th.  The  improvement  of  the  Suwanee  River,  from  the  western  end  of 
the  summit-level  division  to  deep  water  near  its  mouth. 

6th.  The  construction  of  a  canal  through  the  marsh  south  of  the 
Suwanee  River,  near  its  mouth,  to  deep  water  at  Cedar  Keys. 

7th.  The  improvement  of  the  channel  of  entrance  to  Cedar  Keys  by 
artificial  works. 

COMMEROIAIi  ADVANTAGES  OF  THE  BARGE-ROUTE. 

With  respect  to  the  nature  and  probable  amount  of  commerce  and 
navigation  interested  in  the  construction  of  the  route  under  considera- 
tion, and  the  extent  to  which  the  public  interests  will  be  benefited  by 
the  improvement  when  completed,  a  few  remarks  are  offered. 

Conclusions  upon  a  subject  so  important  as  this  should  be  drawn  only 
after  a  study  of  all  available  sources  of  information,  including  agricul- 
tural, industrial,  and  commercial  statistics,  whether  furnished  by  Gov- 
ernment  departments,  corporations}  or  individuals,  comprising  an  aggre* 
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gate  mass  of  materials  of  various  kinds,  trustworthy  and  otherwise,  of 
such  vast  proportions  that  its  mere  collection,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
thorough  examination,  would  require  more  time  than  I  have  been  able 
to  spare  from  my  other  duties. 

The  discussion  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  is  therefore  entered  upon 
with  reluctance,  under  a  lively  sense  of  the  incompleteness  of  the  data 
at  command. 

As  to  the  probable  effect.s  on  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  pro- 
posed barge-route,  it  is  presumed  that  it  is  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
separate  or  isolated  worit  of  improvement,  but  as  forming  a  part  of  a 
great  and  continuous  water-route  from  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  Thus  connected,  it  would  repre- 
sent the  eastern  terminal  branch  of  that  line,  forming  the  transit  route 
from  the  Gulf  to  the  ocean. 

The  leading  object  to  be  secured  through  this  line  is  the  cheap  and 
safe  transportation,  in  unbroken  bulk,  of  the  surplus  produce  of  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  Western  and  Northwestern  States,  by  means  of  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  and  a  secure  land-locked  water-route,  to  a  convenient 
harboy  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  for  export  to  foreign  countries  or  for  con- 
sumption in  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  necessity  for  larger  facilities  for  such  transportation  is  becoming 
more  serious  and  imperative  every  year,  in  proportion  as  the  population 
of  the  agricultural  States  and  the  area  of  laud  brought  under  cultiva- 
tion increase. 

The  census  reports  show  that  certain  of  the  States,  comprising  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  and  ^Nebraska^  have  Increased  in  a  much  more  rapid  ratio  than 
the  balance  of  the  United  States,  both  as  to  population  and  aggregate 
amount  of  agricultural  products.  Table  I,  hereunto  appended,  shows 
that  from  1850  to  1860  their  population  increased  68  per  centum,  that  of 
the  other  States  25.7  per  centum,  while  from  1860  to  1870  they  showed 
an  increase  of  42.6  per  centum,  the  other  States  only  14.5  per  centum. 
Similar  facts  are  exhibited  in  the  same  table,  in  the  column  of  "  Increase 
or  decrease,''  in  the  production  of  cereals  generally  as  well  as  of  wheat 
and  corn.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  1874  a  general  decrease  in  the 
production  of  grain  occurred,  while  that  of  wheat  was  considerably  in- 
creased ;  in  fact,  the  wheat-crop  of  1874  was  considered  the  l^^rgest  thus 
far  obtained. 

By  referring  to  appended  Table  II,  it  is  seen  that  in  1874  the  total 
wheat  production  of  the  United  States  was  308,093,700  bushels,  of  which 
198,928,000  bushels  were  grown  in  the  above-named  ten  Western  States. 
This  increase  in  wheat  production  has  been  entirely  due  to  the  increase 
of  cultivated  area,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture. 

Wheat  being  the  most  valuable  of  all  cereals,  it  appears  natural  that 
the  area  of  its  production  should  extend  more  rapidly  than  that  of  other 
grains,  since  it  is  able  to  bear  higher  rates  of  freio^ht. 

How  largely  the  acreage  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  wheat  and  the 
demand  of  this  cereal  for  export  have  increased  is  plainly  seen  from 
the  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  In  1872,  the  number  of 
acres  planted  with  wheat  in  the  ten  grain  States  was  13,811,008,  pro- 
ducing 156,228,000  ^jushels,  (see  Table  II,)  of  which  about  74,000,000 
bushels  were  shipped  to  other  points  of  the  United  States  or  to  foreign 
countries.  ,  '!^,^ 

In  1874,  these  ten  States  had  15,746,124  acres  planted  with  wheat, 
producing  198,928,000  bushels.    The  population  of  these  States  is  esti- 
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mated  at  14,500,000,  aad,  allowing  a  coDSamption  of  5  bushels  per  head 
per  annam  and  1^  bushels  for  seed  per  acre,  we  have  available  for  ship- 
ping 102,808,000  bushels. 

Flour  and  grain  movements  have  been  enormously  increased  since 
1872,  according  to  the  same  report.  The  foreign  shipments  from  ports  of 
the  United  States  of  all  kinds  of  grain  (wheat,  corn,  rye,  oats,  and  bar- 
ley) have  been  as  follows  during  the  years  1870  to  1874,  inclusive : 

Bnabels.  Value. 

During  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1870 65, 827, 508  $72, 4a5, 775 

Dnring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1871 62, 9:^7, 759  79, 519, 387 

Daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872 79,632,238  85,155,523 

Dnring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1873 92, 315, 152  99, 090, 831 

During  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1874 128,642,760  161,755,748 

The  exports  of  all  kinds  of  grain  of  each  year  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year  increased  as  follows,  both  as  to  quantity  and  value : 

1871  over  1870:  increase  of  grain  exports  in  quantily,  13  per  cent. ;  in  value,  13  per  cent. 

1872  over  1871 :  increase  of  grain  exports  in  quantity,  26  per  cent. ;  in  valun,  6^  per  cent. 

1873  over  1872 :  increase  of  grain  exports  in  quantity,  16  per  cent. ;  in  value,  16  per  cent. 

1874  over  1873:  increase  of  grain  exports  in  quantity,  40  per  cent. ;  in  value,  63  per  cent . 

The  exports  of  all  kinds  of  grain  in  proportion  to  the  aggregate 
amounts  raised  in  the  United  States  have  likewise  increased ;  that  of 
wheat  remarkably  so,  as  already  mentioned,  and,  as  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing table : 

Exports  expressed  in  percentages  of  ike  aggreg€Ue  prodnotUm  of  Ike  United  States, 


Year. 

Allgraini. 

Wheat. 

Com. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Rye. 

1870 

Percent 
3.1 
3.8 
5.S 
S.5 
8.4 

Per  cent 
80.7 
S».3 
16.9 
90.8 
39.5 

PereenL 
a  15 
0.9 
3.9 
3.5 

a7 

Percent 
0.04 
0.06 
0.10 
0.96 
0.30 

PereenL 
0.9 
1.3 
0.3 

1.8 
1.0 

PereenL 
0  70 

1871 

0.93 

1872 

5.17 

1873 

3.7 

1874 

10.3 

This  table  shows  clearly  the  growing  dimensions  of  the  foreign 
grain-trade.  We  may  conclude  that  if  this  commerce  has  been  able 
to  increase  at  such  a  rate  with  the  present  insufficient  facilities  for  the 
eastward  movement  of  grain,  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  a  still  more 
important  development  after  the  cost  of  transportation  to  sea-ports  shall 
have  been  by  suitable  means  permanently  fixed  at  sensibly  lower  rates. 

In  the  report  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Transportation-Routes  to 
the  Seaboard,  of  April  24, 1874,  it  is  stated  that  in  1872  the  aggregate 
amount  of  wheat,  corn,  rye,  oats,  and  barley  raised  in  the  ten  grain 
States  was  1,028,987,000  bushels,'  which  was  disposed  of  as  follows: 

Basbela. 

Consumed  in  the  States  in  which  produced 815,955,574 

Consumed  in  the  Atlantic  States 104,877,122 

Consumed  in  the  Gulf  States 33,783,526 

Consumed  in  foreign  countries....... 74,360,778 

213,021,426 

Production  of  the.ten  grain  SUtes 1, 028, 977, 000 

The  population  of  the  grain  States  in  1872  has  been  estimated  (Table 
II)  at  13,740,000;  the  home  consumption  in  these  States  having  been 
found  to  be  815,955,574  bushels,  the  consumption  per  capita  of  all  sorts 
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of  cereals  was  nearly  60  bushels.  This  large  qnantity  per  head  inclades 
not  ouly  the  aiuoant  used  for  human  food,  but  also  for  all  other  pur- 
poses; and  a  large  portiou  of  it  is  therefore  exported  to  other  States  or 
foreign  countries,  in  the  shape  of , spirits,  live-stock,  provisions,  &c. 
Tbere  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  immense  pork-trade  of  the  West 
stands  in  an  intimate  relation  to  the  matter  of  cheap  transportation. 
The  hi^h  rates  of  freight  and  inadequate  means  of  transportation  for 
the  surplus  produce  of  the  West  praciically  shut  off  a  large  portion  of 
it  from  the  market,  and  compel  the  producer  to  change  it  into  more 
compact  or  concentrated,  although  less  profitable,  forms,  in  order  to 
prevent  such  surplus  of  grain  becoming  a  dead  loss  on  his  hands. 

Lowering  the  rate  of  freight  is  equivalent  to  a  reduction  of  the  dis- 
tance of  the  great  centers  of  agriculture  from  the  centers  of  commerce 
on  the  Atlantic  coast.  As  an  example  of  the  influence  of  distance  on 
the  value  of  farm-products,  the  following  table,  compiled  from  the 
United  States  Geusns  Report  for  1870,  is  given.  The  number  of  bushels 
given  is  the  aggregate  sum  of  the  principal  cereals  raised — that  is, 
spring  and  winter  wheat,  Indian  corn,  oats,  rye,  barley,  and  buck- 
wheat. 

The  fourth  column  gives  the  total  value  of  all  farm-products,  includ- 
ing live-stock,  and  the  fifth  the  value  of  the  cereals. 

Tahle  showing  ike  infliteHoe  qfdUtanee  an  the  value  offarm-producle. 
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5.886,931 
4,  484, 748 
«,»S6,028 
5,417,507 
3^  674, 763 
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89, 930, 150 
117,498.934 
807. 936, 491 

97,793,338 
181, 951, 917 

83,786,086 


1853. 986. 153 
183, 946, 000 
810. 860. 585 
103. 035, 750 
114,386,441 
87,630,651 


ra.  643, 441 
68. 898. 983 
61. 103. 488 
la  750,  4-^ 
31. 399, 308 
4, 457, 466 


The  foregoing  table  shows  that  the  State  of  New  York  had  but  76.3 
I>er  centum  of  live-stot^k^  and  only  43.3  per  centum  of  bushels  of  grain, 
as  compared  with  Illinois ;  yet  the  total  value  of  its  products  exceeded 
that  of  Illinois  by  $42,665,568.  Missouri  had  131,076  head  of  live- 
stock and  7,863,188  bushels  of  grain  more  'than  New  York ;  yet  the 
total  value  of  its  products  amounted  only  to  40.5  per  centum  of  those 
of  the  latter  State.  Similar  comparisons  can  be  deduced  from  the  table 
indicating  the  diminution  of  value  by  increased  distance  from  market. 

In  volume  III,  Ninth  Census  Report,  (1870,)  the  remark  occurs: 

It  is  saffioient  barely  to  allude  to  sach  notorioos  facts  as  ooni  seUing  io  New  Eng- 
land at  ninety  cents  and  being  bnrned  for  fuel  in  Iowa ;  wheat  selling  at  (1.35  in  New 
York  and  for  forty-five  cents  in  Minnesota ;  beef  bringing  |7  a  hnndred  on  the  hoof  in 
the  East,  while  cattle  are  being  slaughtered  for  their  nides  in  Texas. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  exceptional  state  of  affairs  under  which  cat- 
tle are  killed  for  their  hides  no  longer  exists  in  Texas,  or  is  practiced 
only  by  a  class  of  thieves  known  as  ^^  cattle-peelers." 

The  only  existing  through  water-route  from  the  Northwest  to  the 
seaboard  is  by  way  of  the  lakes,  with  Chicago  as  the  chief  receiving 
depot  in  the  West.  Most  of  the  grain  received  at  Chicago  comes  by 
rail  from  the  interior  of  Illinois  and  Iowa.   The  lake  route  at  its  eastern 
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terminus  branches  off  into  the  Canada  ronte,  by  way  of  the  Welland 
and  Saint  Lawrence  Canals,  with  Montreal  as  the  shipping-point,  and 
into  the  New  York  roate  by  way  of  the  Erie  Canal  and  Hudson  River, 
with  New  York  as  the  terminal  poi.nt  on  the  Atlantic  coast. 

While  the  great  lakes  offer  unbounded  facilities  for  shipping  purposes, 
both  lines  of  canal  have  been  found  to  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  fast-growing  West.  Although  several  through  freight-rail- 
way lines  have  lent  their  aid  to  moving  the  crops,  yet,  while  they  are 
most  dangerous  competitors  to  the  canals  in  their  present  condition, 
their  rates  are  necessarily  too  high  for  shipments  from  the  most  remote 
grain-districts. 

The  evidence  elicited  before  the  Senate  committee  shows  that  facilities 
of  transportation  cannot  be  multiplied  fast  enough  to  relieve  the  wants 
of  the  Western  States,  and  to  ameliorate  the  ruinous  condition  of  things 
where,  as  in  the  far  West,  it  takes  the  whole  production  of  three  acres 
to  transport  that  of  one  acre  to  market. 

In  addition  to  the  deficient  capacity  of  the  above-named  canals,  their 
actual  working-time  is  limited  to  about  two  hundred  and  ten  days  in  the 
year,  being  ice-locked  during  the  remainder  of  the  time.  Millions  of 
bushels  are  thus  kept  shut  up  in  the  elevators  of  Chicago  and  Buffalo 
waiting  for  the  re-opening  of  navigation,  while  other  millions  must  be 
carried  eastward  by  rail,  upon  which  the  rates  are  always  raised  when 
the  competition  of  the  canals  ceases.  The  inconvenience  caused  by  frost 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that,  in  1872,  10,000,000  bushels  of  grain  were 
caught  on  the  Erie  Canal  by  one  night's  freezing. 

The  lack  of  cheap  connection  of  the  grain-districts  west  of  Lake  Michi* 
gan  with  Chicago  has  led  to  the  so  far  but  partial  construction  of  water- 
routes  connecting  the  Upper  Mississippi  with  said  lake.  These  lines  are 
known  as  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  River  improvement,  and  the  Rock 
Island  and  Hennepin  Canal.  Both  will  afford  beneficial  competition  with 
parallel  railway  lines,  lower  the  rates,  and,  in  connection  with  the  lake- 
route,  will  complete  the  great  northern  water-route  from  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Atlantic  coast. 

The  pressing  necessity  for  creating  additional  means  of  transportation 
has'led  to  the  consideration  of  other  lines.    These  are — 

The  grand  central  route,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  Kiver  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  a  length  of  about  1,400  miles  by  way  of  the  James  Biver  and 
Kanawha  Canal,  at  an  estimated  cost  for  the  passage  of  boats  of  345 
tons  of  from  $50,000,000  to  $60,000,000.  The  advantages  claimed  for 
this  line  are  that  it  will  open  a  cheap  channel  of  transportation  to  the 
Atlantic  for  the  cereals  of  the  West,  and  develop  vast  resources  of  coal 
and  iron,  now  almost  worthless,  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia. 

The  great  southern  or  Atlantic  and  great  western  route,  connecting 
the  Tennessee  River  by  canaling  with  the  Coosa,  Ocmulgee,  and  Alta- 
maha  Rivers,  and  thence  to  Brunswick  or  Savannah,  as  tap  terminus 
on  the  Atlantic  coast.  The  western  terminal  point  on  the  Mississippi  of 
this  route,  as  well  as  of  the  preceding  one,  will  be  Saint  Louis.  Its  cost 
is  estimated  at  $35,700,000,  its  length  from  Saint  Louis  to  Savannah  by 
way  of  Cairo  1,574  miles,  and  its  probable  working-capacity  at  154,000,0ti0 
bushels  per  annum,  assuming  boat-cargoes  of  300  tons.  It  is  claimed 
that  this  line  will  be  absolutely  free  of  ice. 

The  Mississippi  and  Florida  peninsular  route,  comprising  the  Missis- 
sippi River  from  Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  thence  by  an  interior  line 
along  the  Gulf  coast  to  Saint  Mark's,  and  thence  across  the  peninsula  of 
Florida  by  canal,  slack-water,  and  open  river  navigation  to  Saint  Mary's, 
on  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
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In  considering  this  roate  the  most  important  question  seems  to  be  the 
probable  cost  of  moving  grain  from  Saint  Loais  to  its  terminus  on  the 
Atlantic  seaboard.  From  the  report  of  the  Senate  committee  we  find 
that  the  average  freight-charges  from  Chicago  to  New  York,  and  from 
Saint  Louis  to  New  York,  were  found  to  be  as  follows  in  the  year 
1872: 

FIRST  STATEMENT. 

Centa. 
Average  freight-charges  from  Chicago  to  New  York  by  lake  and  canal,  rate  per 

bnshel 26.6 

Average  freight-charges  from  Saint  Loois  to  New  York : 

Saint  Louis  to  New  Orleans,  (average  for  the  year) 13.9 

New  Orleans  to  New  York,  (average  for  the  year) 13. 7 

27.6 

Loss  by  lakes  and  canal 1.0 

Adding  transfer-charges  and  marine  insurance,  we  obtain  the  total 
cost  of  transportation  in  each  case,  as  follows : 

Cents. 

Total  cost  of  transportation  from  Chicago  to  New  York 31. 4 

Total  cost  of  trausportatiou  from  Sainc  Louis  to  New  York 34.0 

Loss  by  lakes  and  canal  roote 2.6 

SEOOND  STATEMENT. 

This  statement  relates  to  the  transportation  of  grain  from  Chicago  to 
Liverpool,  and  from  Saint  Loais  to  Liverpool. 

Cents. 

Average  freight-charges  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool  via  New  York 45, 8 

Average  freight-charges  from  Saint  Lonis  to  Liverpool  via  Now  Orleans 40. 9 

Loss  from  Saint  Louis  to  Liverpool 4.9 

Adding  the  transfer-charges  and  marine  insurance  we  obtain  the  total 
cost  of  transportation,  as  follows : 

Centa 

Total  cost  of  transportation  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool  via  New  York 53. 7 

Total  cost  of  transportation  from  Saint  Lonis  to  Liverpool  via  New  Orleans 47. 3 

Loss  from  Saint  Lonis  to  Liverpool 6.4 

These  were  the  average  charges  in  1872,  and  they,  of  conrse,  refer  to 
the  Mississippi  Biver  in  its  unimproved  condition ;  bat,  as  the  project 
now  nnder  consideration  necessarily  indades  the  improvement  of  that 
river  to  a  minimum  depth  of  from  8  to  10  feet,  at  all  stages,  below  Saint 
Louis,  we  may  assume  that  the  rate  of  freight  from  Saint  Louis  to  New 
Orleans  will  be  then  only  7^  cents  a  bushel,  with  a  fair  margin  for  profit 
on  the  part  of  the  barge-owners,  as  shown  by  the  evidence  of  the  super- 
intendent of  the  Mississippi  Transportation  Company,  and  the  Senate 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  charges  might  be  reduced 
below  7 J  cents  {^^^  mill  per  mile)  and  yet  leave  a  liberal  return  for  the 
capital  invested. 

The  length  of  the  coast  route  from  Kew  Orleans  to  Saint  Mark's  is 
394  miles,  more  or  less.  From  Saint  Mark's  to  Saint  Mary's  the  distance 
by  the  previously-assumed  route  is  226  miles ;  or,  equating  for  20  locks 
at  1^  miles  i)er  lock,  256  miles,  making  the  total  from  New  Orleans  to 
Saint  Mary's  650  miles.  The  Mississippi  route  from  Saint  Louis  to  New 
Orleans  is  1,250  miles.  The  total  length  of  the  route  from  Saint  Louis 
to  Saint  Mary's  (all  barge  or  steamboat  route  of  1,500  tons  cargo  capacity) 
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woald  therefore  be  1,900  miles.  Supposing  that  goods  can  be  trans- 
ported from  ]^ew  Orleans  to  Saint  Marj's  at  abont  the  same  rate  as  on 
the  Mississippi,  which  does  not  seem  unreasonable,  considering  the 
small  amount  of  lockage  to  be  overcome  on  the  Okefenokee  level,  the 
actual  freight  from  Saint  Louis  to  Saint  Mary's  would  amount  to  11.4 
cents;  or,  allowing  1.6  cents  for  lockage,  13  cents  per  bushel. 

On  the  route  from  Chicago  to  New  York  the  charges  for  transfer  and 
insurance  were,  in  1872,  equal  to  4.8  cents.  If  we  put  the  charge  for 
this  item  at  5  cents,  the  total  cost  of  transportation  from  Saint  Louis 
to  Saint  Mary's  will  be  18  cents  a  bushel. 

If  we  add  to  this  the  cost  of  the  article  at  Saint  Louis  we  shall  obtain 
the  market  price  At  Saint  Mary's,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  it  will  be  considerably  lower  than  the  average  price  in  the 
South  Atlantic  States. 

The  average  value  of  a  bushel  of  wheat  in  1874  was  estimated  at 
$1.85  in  South  Carolina  and  $1.53  in  Georgia,  while  in  Missouri,  in  the 
same  year,  it  was  83  cents. 

It  is  even  within  the  range  of  possibility  that  grain  could  be  shipped 
profitably  from  Saint  Mary's  to  New  York,  when  it  is  considered  that 
at  5  cents  a  bushel  it  will  pay  to  carry  grain  from  Chicago  to  Buffalo 
by  lake-vessels — a  distance  considerably  greater  than  that  from  Saint 
Mary's  to  New  York. 

In  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Senate  committee,  Mr.  Henry  G. 
Haarstick,  vice-president  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Transportation  Com- 
pany, said :  ^<  I  think  if  we  had  22  feet  or  24  feet  of  water  at  the  lAouth 
of  the  Mississippi  Eivor  we  could  send  wheat  to  New  York,  and  com- 
pete with  other  routes."  Now,  by  prolonging  the  Mississippi,  as  it 
were,  by  means  of  the  Florida  route,  and  finding  a  good  harbor  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  this  condition  is  not  only  fulfilled,  but  the  delays  and 
dangers  of  the  Florida  channel  are  avoided,  with  a  saving  in  time,  in- 
surance, wear  and  tear  of  vessels  and  machinery,  wages  of  crew,  &c., 
which  will  probably  more  than  compensate  for  the  additional  length  of 
the  barge-route. 

Considering  either  Saint  Mary's  or  Brunswick,  Georgia,  as  places  for 
exporting  grain  to  Liverpool,  their  distances  from  the  latter  place  are. 
(by  actual  calculation)  4,097  and  4,076  statute  miles,  respectively,  while 
the  distance  between  New  York  and  Liverpool  is  3,320  statute  miles — a 
difference  of  777  miles  in  favor  of  New  York  as  against  Saint  Mary's. 
The  average  price  of  freight  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  in  1872,  was 
19.2  cents  per  bushel ;  at  that  rate,  from  Saint  Mary's  to  Liverpool  it 
would  be  23.7  cents.  The  transfer-charges,  marine-insurance,  &c., 
amounted  in  New  York  to  3.1  cents.  For  Saint  Mary's,  allowing  some- 
what larger  insurance  on  account  of  the  longer  trip,  these  charges  may 
be  put  down  at  4  cents  a  bushel,  We  can  make,  therefore,  the  follow- 
ing comparative  statement : 

Centa. 

Transporfation  Chioaf^  toNew  York 31.4 

Traustbr-obarges  and  insurauce  in  New  York 3.1 

Freight  to  Liverpool 19. '^ 

Transportation  Saint  Loaia  to  Saint  Mary's 16.0 

Trauefer-cbarges  and  insurance  at  Saint  Mary's :...      4. 0 

Freight  to  Liverpool 23.7 

46.7 

Differenoe  in  fJAVor  of  Saint  Mary's 8 

In  the  foregoing  comparison  the  freight-rates  of  the  year  1872  have 
been  used.    Since  then  the  through-charges  on  the  northern  route  have 
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been  lower — considerably  so  within  the  last  two  years — ^nnder  the  influ- 
ence of  a  general  depression  in  all  branches  of  business  that  cannot 
continue  for  any  length  of  time. 

There  seems  little  room  to  doubt  that  breadstnffs  can  be  carried  to 
Liverpool,  and  possibly  to  New  York,  at  lower  rates  by  way  of  the 
Mississippi,  even  in  its  unimproved  condition,  than  by  the  northern 
lakes  and  New  York  canals,  and  one  reason  why  a  larger  quantity  of 
grain  has  not,  of  late  years,  sought  the  cheaper  route  is  that  the  civil 
war  crippled  and  paralyzed  the  South,  and  capital,  unable  to  find  safe 
employment  at  New  Orleans,  sought  the  ports  of  the  North,  where  new 
channels  were  opened  and  old  channels  enlarged  and  improved.  An- 
other, and  perhaps  the  most  potent,  cause  why  capital  is  not  more  readily 
invested  in  commercial  enterprises  by  the  New  Orleans  route  is  the  ele« 
ment  of  uncertainty  caused  by  the  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, by  which  vessels  are  frequently  detained  for  hours,  days,  and 
even  months.  These  uncertainties  sufficiently  account  for  the  fact  that 
western  produce  shuns  so  dangerous  and  difficult  a  passage,  and  that 
capital  seeks  more  reliable  channels. 

With  the  Florida  canal  finished,  and,  say,  Brunswick  selected  ^s  the 
eastern  terminus,  there  will  be  a  harbor  with  a  reliable  depth  over  the 
bar  of  17  feet  at  mean  low- water  and  nearly  24  feet  at  mean  high-water, 
enabling  vessels  drawing  22  to  23  feet  to  cross  in  safety. 

It  is  known  that  this  bar  has  preserved  its  depth  uniformly  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  and  that  the  ship-channel  over  it  has  not  materially 
changed  in  position  or  direction,  showing  it  to  be  in  a  normal  condition 
of  equilibrium. 

The  inner  anchorage  is  of  great  capacity,  is  quickly  reached,  and 
entirely  protected  from  storms.  It  may  also  be  stated  that  this  is  sus- 
ceptible of  complete  defense  by  fortifications  and  their  accessories.. 

In  the  important  matter  of  cost  of  construction,  although  not  neces- 
sarily embraced  in  this  preliminary  report,  it  seems  proper  to  state  that 
the  Florida  barge  canal  undoubtedly  possesses  a  great  advantage  over 
even  the  cheapest  of  the  other  routes  named.  With  a  freight-carrying 
capacity  twice  as  great  as  that  of  the  contemplated  route  between  the 
Tennessee  and  the  Altamaha  Elvers,  its  construction,  including  those  of 
the  inside  terminal  connections  west  to  the  Mississippi  River  and  north 
to  Brunswick,  would,  it  is  believed,  cost  very  considerably  less.  In 
addition  to  this,  Us  total  lockage  up  and  down  will  not  exceed  256  feet, 
while  that  of  the  Tennessee  and  Altamaha  line  is  stated  by  Major  Mc- 
Farland  to  be  1,969  feet,  indicating  very  important  differences  in  favor 
of  the  Florida  route,  in  respect  not  only  to  the  original  outlay  for  con- 
struction, but  also  to  the  current  expense  of  administration,  mainte- 
nance, and  repairs,  as  well  as  the  delays  and  charges  for  lockage. 

With  single  locks,  arid  allowing  30  minutes  for  lockage,  the  canal 
will  have  a  yearly  freight-carrying  capacity  each  way  of  more  fian 
13,000,000  tons,  which  may,  of  course,  be  doubled  by  doubling  the  locks. 
As  there  will  not  be  more  than  25  locks,  at  the  outside,  and  perhaps  not 
more  than  20,  the  cost  of  duplicating  them  will  be  comparatively  small. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  advantages  which  a  Florida  barge-line  of 
the  capacity  above  indicated  would  possess  over  one  of  smaller  dinei- 
sions  need  not  necessarily  be  taken  for  granted. 

The  possibilities  of  this  route  become  still  more  promising  if  we 
regard  as  accomplished  the  entire  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River, 
beyond  Saint  Anthony's  Falls  in  Minnesota,  when  wheat  and  corn  can 
be  transported  from  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Mis- 
souri, and  other  States  above  Cairo,  to  New  Orleans,  for  an  average  of 
26  E 
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12  cents  per  bushel,  and  from  Saint  Paul  for  17  cents.  Adding  5.^  cents 
to  tlie  latter  figure  for  transportation  from  New  Orleans  to  Saint  Mar>''s, 
and  it  will  be  seen  tbat  at  a  cost  of  22J  cents  per  bushel  for  freight  and 
other  charges,  grain  may  be  sent  from  Saint  Paul  to  Saint  Mary's,  and 
by  further  adding  27.7  for  shipping  to  Liverpool,  the  aggregate  cost  of 
transporting  grain  from  Saint  Paul  to  Liverpool  via  Saint  Mary's  will 
average  50.2  cents  per  bushel,  while  in  1872  the  cost  from  Saint  Paul  to 
Liverpool,  including  transfer  and  terminal  charges  at  Chicago,  Buffalo, 
and  New  York,  averaged  67.5  cents  per  bushel,  a  difference  of  11  A\  cents 
per  bushel  in  favor  of  the  Mississippi  and  Florida  route. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  bringing  cheap  breadstuff's  to  the  doors  of  the 
cotton  States  are^  set  forth  in  the  following  remarks  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Senate  committee: 

The  development  of  soothern  markets  for  the  grain  of  the  Northwest  is  believed  to 
be  a  subject  of  very  gTe&t  commercial  importance.  The  States  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Louisiana,  and  Texas  conMitute, 
beyond  doubt,  the  largest  and  most  valuable  cotton-gi owing  area  ou  the  surfiice  of 
the  globe.  The  soil  and  climate  of  a  large  part  of  these  States  are,  however,  unfavor- 
able to  the  profitable  culture  of  cereals.  The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin,  Minueaota,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  Missouri,  and  Kansas,  on  the  other  hand, 
embrace  the  most  extensive,  and  by  far  the  richest,  grain-producing  area  io  the  world. 
Owing  to  the  cost  of  transport  of  the  cereals  of  the  West  to  the  South- Atlantic  aud 
Gulf  States,  the  demand  for  breadstuff's  causes  thousands  of  acres  of  land  to  be 
diverted  to  the  unprofitable  culture  of  wheat  and  corD  where  cotton  might  be  more 
profitably  cultivated  if  cheap  breadstuff's  could  be  procured  elsewhere.  With  cheap 
and  direct  transportation  provided  between  the  grain  States  aud  the  cotton  States,  the 
interests  both  of  the  producers  of  cotton  and  of  grain  would  be  subserved. 

The  Mississii>pi  and  Florida  route  gains  still  more  importance  when 
it  is  observed  that  already  the  extreme  Northwestern  States  and  Terri- 
tories east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  such  as  Dakota,  Montana,  Wyo- 
ming, and  Colorado,  are  beginning  to  develop  their  resources  as  wheat- 
growing  countries.  For  those  remote  regions  the  pressing  necessity  of 
providing  a  cheap  outlet  for  their  surplus  produce  is  obvious.  An 
inspection  of  the  map  shows  that  the  system  of  rivers  by  which  these 
States  and  Territories  are  drained  indicates  that  the  most  natural  out- 
let will  be  by  way  of  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  with  Saint 
Louis  as  the  chief  receiving  and  distributing  depot. 

By  the  Mississippi  and  Florida  route  the  most  distant  northwestern 
portions.of  the  Union  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  be  brought  into 
the  cheapest  possible  commercial  communication  with  the  extreme 
Southeastern  States,  thus  affording  the  most  desirable  facilities  for 
interchanging  the  produce  peculiar  to  their  respective  sections,  and 
mutually  promoting  the  material  interests  of  both. 

By  means  of  this  route  the  entire  Mississippi  basin,  through  its  great 
tributaries,  the  Missouri,  Platte,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Arkansas,  and  Red 
Rivers,  and  their  navigable  feeders,  will  be  enabled  to  send  in  river 
steamers  and  barges  its  surplus  ])roduce  of  every  description  to  the 
Atlantic  coast  in  unbroken  bulk.  The  cargoes  would  be  carried  in  some 
cases  upward  of  3,500  miles.  Nor  will  this  immense  basin  represent  all 
the  area  that  will  furnish  trade  to  this  line,  since  large  portions  of 
Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Georgia,  with  their  independent  systems  of 
rivers,  when  sufficiently  improved,  will  likewise  assist  in  increasing  the 
tonnage  of  the  route.  Indeed,  the  demand  upon  this  line  promises  to 
be  so  great  under  that  invariable  law  of  trade  by  which  an  article  for 
sale  alwa.YS  seeks  the  cheapest  method  of  reaching  a  good  market,  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  exact  only  the  most  moderate  tonnage-dues  to 
render  its  construction,  administration,  and  maintenance  a  very  light 
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bqrden  for  the  General  Government  to  carry,  while  a  larger  portion  of 
the  people  of  the  country  would  be  reached  by  its  benefits  than  by  any 
of  the  other  routes  that  have  been  discnssed. 

Some  apprehensions  were  formerly  entertained  in  regard  to  the 
injurious  effects  of  the  southern  climate  upon  the  cereals  sent  from,  the 
Northwest  into  the  Gulf  States.  ""^ 

This  matter  may  be  considered  as  having  been  disposed  of  by  the 
investigations  of  the  Senate  committee,  which  led  them  to  express  the 
opinion  that  "  little,  if  any,  greater  difficulty  need  be  apprehended  by 
this  (the  Mississippi)  route  than  by  any  other.  This  opinion  is  borne 
out  by  the  fact  that  wheat  shipped  from  San  Francisco  to  Liverpool, 
passing  the  equator  twice,  and  doubling  Cape  Horn,  is  said  to  have 
always  arrived  there  in  first  class  condition." 

No  discussion  of  the  special  advantages  w^hich  the  shipcanul  might 
be  supposed  to  possess  over  the  barge-line  will  be  attempted. 

THE  DANGERS  OF  THE  FLOEIDA  PASS. 

Another  source  of  tonnage  on  the  Florida  line  will  be  the  coastwise 
trade  of  the  United  States,  which  will  uncjoubtedly  take  advantage  of 
this  convenient  mode  of  making  the  transit  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to 
the  Gulf,  or  vice  versa..  A  numerous  class  of  light-draught  coasters, 
whether  propelled  by  wind  or  steam,  plying  along  the  coasts  of  the  Gulf 
or  of  the  Atlantic,  cannot  venture  the  risks  of  a  passage  around  the 
Florida  capes,  so  that  the  long  tongue  of  land  called  Florida  actually 
acts  as  a  barrier  to  the  full  development  of  the  coastwise  trade.  While 
it  is  true  that  numbers  of  coasters  that  might  be  accommodated  by  the 
canal  will  hazard  the  passage  of  the  Florida  straits,  it  is  no  less  true 
that  so  many  are  the  shipwrecks  on  the  southern  and  southeastern 
coast  of  that  State  that  its  inhabitants  consider  wrecking  as  one  of 
their  regular,  as  it  is  one  of  their  most  thriving,  industries.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Official  Guide  of  Florida  for  1873,  there  were,  during  that 
year,  700  salvage  cases  decided  by  the  salvage  court  of  Key  West, 
which  is  the  principal  rendezvous  of  the  wreckers  along  the  Florida 
reefs  east  of  that  point.  The  Official  Statistical  Kegister  of  Alabama 
for  1871  says: 

Rather  than  risk  the  dangers  of  the  Florida  Pass,  shippers  in  Mobile  now  prefer  160 
miles  of  rail  frona  Cedar  Keys  to  Fernandina,  in  Fiorida,  with  a  delay  of  several  days, 
and  all  the  expenses,  losses,  and  inoonvenieuces.iavolved  in  two  transshipments,  one 
from  ship  to  rail,  the  other  from  rail  to  ship. 

Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  in  his  report  on  the  Fiorida  Pass,  expresses  the 
opinion  that — 

Rather  than  incnr  the  risk^  of  that  dangerons  naviji^ation,  four  times  the  equivalent 
of  railway  transportation,  with  the  delays  and  expenses  of  two  transshipments,  were 
preferred  across  the  peninsula. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  much  of  the  cotton  which  formerly  and 
necessarily  sought  shipment  at  Mobile  now  goes  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  by 
rail  from  Montgomery,  Selma,  and  other  local  centers  of  thecotton  trade. 

From  the  most  trustworthy  information  available  on  this  subject,  it 
appears  that  the  extra  insurance  on  vessels  passing  through  the  Florida 
straits  amounts  to  nearly  $3,000,000  annually,  and  the  annual  losses  to 
more  than  $2,000,000.    Some  authorities  place  it  as  high  as  $2,600,000. 

In  order  to  find  how  much  tonnage  might  accrue  to  a  Florida  canal 
through  the  present  coastwise  trade,  it  was  thought  desirable  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  vessels,  and  their  tonnage,  euteringjand  clearing 
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Galf  ports  during  the  year,  and  passing  through  the  Florida  channel; 
but  the  inquiries  made  for  that  purpose  at  the  customs  districts  of  the 
Gulf,  and  at  the  Government  Bureau  of  Statistics,  have  been  responded 
to  very  incompletely,  and  the  information  receiv^  entirely  fails  to  fur- 
nish data  for  determining  the  aggregate  amount  of  tonnage  and  value 
of  the  coastwise  trade  that  way.  There  seems  to  be  a  defect  in  legisla- 
tion with  respect  to  the  coastwise  movement  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  which  prevents  the  collection  of  full  statistics  on  the  subject,  to 
which  attention  has  been  repeatedly  drawn  in  the  reports  of  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics.  It  has  been  deemed  best  not  to  introduce 
the  incomplete  information  that  has  been  supplied  in  this  connection. 

A  SURVEY  10  DETERMINE  THE  FEASIBILITY,  ETC.,  OF  THE  PROJECT. 

An  exi^mination  sufficiently  in  detail  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  the 
project,  with  a  general  estimate  of  its  cost,  should  embrace  the  following 
points : 

A  sui-vey  of  Okefenokee  basin  todetermine  its  water-capacity,  and  the 
best  method  of  draining  it;  the  selection  of  the  approximate  location  of 
the  summit-level  and  feeder,  and  the  positions  of  the  locks;  repeated 
barometric  observations  alottg  the  summit-line  to  ascertain  its  approxi- 
mate altitude^  the  gauging  of  streams  that  may  form  a  part  of  the  route, 
and  the  character,  magnitude,  location,  and  number  of  obstructions 
therein;  the  gauging  of  tributaries  to  those  streams ;  the  determination 
of  the  number,  location,  and  extent,  and  the  general  hydraulic  capacity 
of  swamps  and  ponds  that  may  be  traversed  by  the  line;  the  determina- 
tion of  the  best  general  location  of  the  western  branch  between  the 
Suwannee  Biver  and  Saint  Mark's,  and  the  collection  of  all  information 
having  any  bearing  upon  the  subject  that  can  be  obtained  from  river 
and  branch  pilots,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

Estimated  cost  of  ezamiDation $7,500 

A  SURVEY  FOR  A  DETAILED  PROJECT  AND  ESTIMATE. 

If  it  were  desired  to  complete  the  whole  survey  in  four  working 
months  it  is  thought  that  eight  w^orkiug  parties  of  six  to  eight  men 
each,  costing  from  $500  to  $600  per  month  for  each  party,  could  accom- 
plish it  in  that  time. . 

These  parties  might  be  placed  as  follows : 

On  the  Saint  Mary's  River 1  part^. 

Oil  the  snmmit-level  and  Okefenokee  Swamp 3  parties. 

On  the  Suwannee  River 1  party. 

Between  the  Suwannee  River  and  Saint  Mark's 3  parties. 

The  total  pay  of  the  eight  parties  would  be  equal  to  the  pay  of  one 
party  ior  thirty-two  months.  The  total  cost  of  such  a  survey  would 
be,  therefore,  including  the  purchase  of  instruments,  stationery,  camp 
equipage,  &c.: 

32  months' pay  of  one  party  at  |500.or  |660per  month |16,000  to  |I9,300 

Instrnmento,  and  field  and  office  stationery 3,200 

Camp  equipage 1,000 

Boat  and  wagon  hire 3,000 

Boring  or  shaft-sinking 2,030 

Traveling  expenses 1,600 

Office  work 2,500 

Ten  percent  contingencies 2,930  to     3,250 

Total.. $32,230  to  $35, 750 
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If  the  preliminarj^  examination  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  the 
route  be  made  first,  as  already  indicated,  the  foregoing  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  a  detailed  survey  may  be  reduced  $3,000  or  $4,000. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.   GiLLMORB, 

Lieut  Col.  of  UngineerSy  Bvt  Maj.  GenLj  U.  IS.  A. 
Brig,  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  JEngineers  U.  S.Jl.. 


Table  I. — Shomng  the  relative  amounts  $f  cereals  geneiaVy,  {comprising  wheat,  corn^  rye 
oats,  and  barley,)  as  well  as  of  wheat  and  corn,  raised  in  the  ** grain  StaUs,^'  and  in  the 
balance  of  thi^United  States.  Also,  the  amount  of  grain,  and  of  wheat  Und  com  only,  in 
bushels,  per  head  of  population,  raised  in  either  section  of  country,  and  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  ratio  of  increase  or  decrtase  in  population  and  crops  of  grain,  and  of  wheat 
and  com  only,  from  1850  to.  187 4. 


Tear. 


Where  grown. 


Percentage  of 
oropfl;  cropaol' 
United  States 
=  100. 


*1850^ 


tl860<^ 


1870 


tl8TO 


1874^ 


Grain  States 

Balance  of  United 

States. 

United  States 

Grain  States 

Balance  of  United 

SUtes. 

United  States 

Grain  States 

Balance  of  United 

States: 

United  SUtes 

Grain  States 

Balance  of  United' 

States. 

United  States 

Grain  States 

Balance  of  United 

States. 
United  States..... 


3e.  13  43. 6 
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100. 00100. 00 
46. 9  54. 9 
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41. 3     32.  OC 
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41.9 


100.  OC* 
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37.5 
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Amonnt  in  bash- 
els  raised  per 
head  of  popu- 
lation. 


57.4 
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38.8 
63.5 
33.15 

35.7 
74.9 
83.9 

41.4 
60.0 
31.4 


&1 
3.3 


4.3 


5.5 
15. 
3.34 


41.3 
kO.8 


35.5 


10.45  44.7 
3.49 


Increase  or  decrease  (percentage) 
as  compared  with  next  preceding 
year  in  table. 


^tk»n.*'  Cereals.   Wheat. 
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36.7  35.5 
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7.46  J  9. 74  32. 
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4.04 
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105. 
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66.3 

'o."t 


87.5 
16.4 


35.1 


19.  (< 


13.  e- 


Corn. 


83.8 
17.0 


41.6 
H.13I 


43.6 


35.6 


3.6 
15.7 


33.1 


*  Eight  "grain  States"  only;  Kannas  and  Nt  braska  not  yet  admitted. 

t  Ten  ''  grain  States  "  in  thu  and  the  following  years,  vis  :^Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wiseon* 
sin,  Minnecota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  and  Nebraska. 
X  Popnlation  in  1873  and  1874  computed  from  census  returns  for  1840, 1850, 1860,  and  1870. 
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a]snual  report  of  captain  a.  n.  damrell,  corps 
op  engineers,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  june 

30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Mobile^  Ala.,  July  17,  1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  houor  of  transmitting  herewith  annual  reports, 
with  financial  statements,  for  the  year  187^77,  for  the  river  and  harbor 
improvements  under  my  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  N.  Damrell, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 


Captain  of  Engineers. 


I  I. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  AT  MOBILE,  ALABAMA. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  opening  of  a  channel  200  feet  wide, 
13  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water,  had  been  accomplished,  and,  in  order 
to  complete  this  improvement  in  accordance  with  approved  plans  and 
instructions,  the  only  work  remaining  to  be  executed  at  the  beginning 
of  this  fiscal  year  was  the  completion  of  the  widening  of  the  channel 
through  Choctaw  Pass  to  a  width  of  300  feet. 

This  work  was  carried  on  under  an  unexpired  contract  with  S.  N.  Kim- 
ball, and  an  unexpended  balance  of  an  appropriation  of  $26,000,. made 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875. 

In  September,  1876,  the  widening  of  this  channel  from  200  to  300  feet 
being  accomplished,  work  was  suspended,  and  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year  operations  were  confined  to  the  care  and  preservation  of  the 
property  pertaining  to  this  improvement. 

The  amount  of  material  excavated  during  this  fiscal  year  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Cabio  yanls. 

July,  1876,  Choctaw  Pass 20,092 

Aagust,  ld76,  Choctaw  Pass 20.a24 

September,  1876,  Choctaw  Pass - 5,217 

Total ! 46,13ii 

By  the  completion  of  Choctaw  Pass  Channel  the  object  of  this  im- 
provement, **  to  open  a  13fo6t  channel  from  Mobile  River  to  the  13foot 
curve  in  Mobile  Bay,"  has  been  attained.  Since  its  completion  in  Sep- 
tember last  no  changes  in  the  depth  of  water  have  been  reported,  and 
the  records  of  the  pilots  show  that  during  the  year  99  barks,  brigs,  and 
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Bchooners,  drawing  from  9  to  13  feet  of  water,  have  passed  in  and  oat 
through  this  channel. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  cubic  yards  excavated 
and  amounts  expended  each  year,  from  the  beginning  of  the  work,  on 
this  improvement: 


Fi»cal  year. 

Cnbio  yards 
excavated. 

Amoantez-  | 
pended. 

Fssal  year. 

Cubic  yards 
excavated. 

AmouDt  ex- 

1870-'71 

38,500 
107,963 
163, 269 

1 
180. 714  76 
58.705  39 
61, 106  S9 
96, 945  35  , 
85,875  94  1 

1875-'76. 

arc,  575 

46, 133 

|.>%17l  56 
12,050  36 

1871-73 

1876-77.... 

197<J-'73    .  ... 

'    Grand  total 

1873-'71 

1,303,581 

390,169  55 

1874-'75 

After  deducting  amounts  expended  in  removing  wreck  and  jetties, 
the  average  cost  per  cubic  yard  of  dredging  is  28  cents,  including  all 
engineering,  office,  and  incidental  expenses. 

The  original  estimate  of  the  total  cost,  made  in  1870,  was  $656,800, 
but  assumed  a  width  of  channel  of  300  feet  the  whole  length.  This  was 
revised,  later,  the  same  year,  and  estimated  at  $774,315.52,  with  an  as- 
sumed width  of  250  feet  over  Dog  Kiver  Bar,  and  200  feet  for  Choctaw 
Pa^s.  It  was  again  revised  in  1873,  lind  the  cost  put  at  $589,237.60, 
with  a  width  of  channel  of  200  feet  the  whole  length.  The  channel,  as 
actually  cut,  has  a  width  of  300  feet  through  Choctaw  Pass,  and  200 
feet  through  Dog  River  bar,  and  cost  (including  $70,650  expended  by 
the  Alabama  State  Harbor  Board,  exclusive  of  removing  obstructions,) 
$460,719.55. 

Tbe  great  reduction  of  the  aptual  below  the  estimated  cost  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  greater  part  of  the  dredging  was  done  at  contract 
prices,  much  below  those  upon  which  the  estimate  was  based  and  those 
proposed  in  the  earlier  bids. 

The  improvement,  so  successfully  accomplished,  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  commerce  seeking  this  port,  but  a  large  class  of  vessels 
which  cross  theouter  bar,  which  has  a  mean  low-water  depth  of  21  feet, 
are  still  compelled  to  lie  at  anchor  about  27  miles  from  the  city,  and  dis- 
charge and  receive  their  cargoes  by  lightering,  with  all  the  disadvan- 
tage of  increased  freight  and  liability  to  damage  of  merchandise  trans- 
ferred in  this  way. 

Such  an  improvement  of  the  bay  of  Mobile  as  would  admit  of  all  ves- 
sels crossing  the  outer  bar  and  entering  the  harbor,  sailing  up  to  the 
wharves  of  the  city,  is  an  importaht  one,  one  much  desired  by  all  inter- 
ested in  commerce  at  this  place,  and  one,  in  my  opinion,  easily  attained 
at  a  reasonable  expenditure  compared  with  commercial  importance  of 
the  harbor,  present  and  prospective,  and  I  would  therefore  recommend 
that  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  be  made  to  commence  the  work,  accord- 
ing to  such  plans  as  may  be  decided  upon  by  a  Board  of  Engineers  to  be 
convened  for  the  purpose,  the  cost  of  the  necessary  examination  and 
survey  to  obtain  the  necessary  data  for  the  use  of  the  Board  to  be  paid 
from  this  appropriation. 

As  a  conclusion  to  this  report^  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  that  a 
company  called  the  Mobile  Bay  Breakwat^^r  Company  has,  under  char- 
ter and  authority  from  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  already 
commenced  work  on  a  breakwater  bn  the  Middle  Ground,  to  the  north 
of  Mobile  Point,  of  which  the  proposed  location  and  extent  are  about  as 
follows,  as  reported  by  their  engineer : 

The  Tnnin  line  or  northwestern  face  of  tbe  breakwater  to  conform  to  the  general 
direction  of  the  southeast  edge  of  the  Middle  Ground,  that  \b,  along  the  18-foot  curve, 
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as  Dear  as  practicablei  extending  as  far  eastward  as  the  extent  of  deep  water,  and 
thence  by  an  angle  to  a  southeast  course,  and  extend  in  a  direction  toward  the  spit 
(off  Navy  Cove)  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  protection  of  the  proposed 
Jaarbor.  The  westward  extension  of  the  breakwater  is  to  be  to  a  point  in  the  18- foot  curve 
near  the  southwest  end  of  the  Middle  Ground,  and  bearing  about  due  north  from  the 
wharf  at  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  Point,  from  which  point  the  west  wing  to  extend  in 
about  a  due  south  course  toward  the  wharf,  and  in  that  direction  till  a  front  in  24  feet 
of  water  is  reached,  giving  an  entire  length  of  breakwater,  including  main  line  and 
^ings,  of  about  2  miles. 

The  effect  of  this  construction  cannot  be  positively  fixed  by  data  at 
present  available,  and  no  satisfactory  report  can  be  made,  should  one 
be  called  for,  as  I  suppose  is  probable,  ^the  company  having  memorial- 
ized Congress  to  indorse  the  plan,)  until  after  long-continued  and  care- 
ful examination  of  the  currents  in  that  portion  of  the  bay. 

I  think,  therefore,  if  any  appropriation  is  made  for  Mobile  Bay,  the 
act  should  be  so  worded  as  to  allow  of  a  portion  of  it  being  used  in  the 
examination  above  referred  to. 

This  work  ia*in  the  collection-district  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  Mobile  is  the  port  of  entry. 
The  following  statistics  have  been  furnished  me  by  the  collector  for  the  fiscal  year : 
Number  of  vessels  entered,  238,  with  a  tonnage  of  110,346  tons;  number  of  vessels 
cleared,  213,  with  a  tonnage  of  110,714  tons. 
Value  of  exports  of  domestic  produce,  $12,812,066 ;  value  of  imports,  $648,404. 
Appropriation  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879,  $10,000. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available -  $16,265  83 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year • 12, 250  26 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,015  57 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .    10, 000  00 


I  2. 

removal  of  obstructions  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of 

pensacola,  florida. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Mobile^  Ala.,  December  19, 1876. 
'  General  :  In  compliance  with  instrnctions  contained  in  circular-let- 
ter of  the  3d  of  IN'ovember,  1876,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing  statements  in  regard  to  '^  an  examination  and  survey  to  ascertain 
the  cost  and  practicability  of  removing  the  obstructions  at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor  of  Pensacola,  Fla.'' 

At  the  entrance  to  this  harbor  there  are  four  wrecks,  as  follows : 

No.  1.  Pilot-boat  Kettle,  34  tons,  sunk  May  31, 1875,  in  4^  fathoms  of 
water,  about  1  mile  north-northeast  of  the  Outer  Bar  Buoy. 

No.  2.  Ship  William  Miles,  1,200  tons/  wrecked  in  the  year  1869  in  12 
feet  of  water,  on  the  Middle  Ground,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east 
of  Fort  McRee,  now  buried  in  the  sand. 

No.  3.  Spanish  bark  Ada,  900  tons^  wrecked  on  No.  2  in  March,  1872, 
and  lying  alongside  of  her. 

No.  4.  Steamer  Convoy,  burned  about  the  year  1868,  and  sunk  in  12 
feet  of  water  one-half  mile  south  of  the  light-house,  with  part  of  her 
machinery  still  above  water. 
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Wreck  No.  1,  located  outside  of  the  bar  in  deep  water,  may  not  prove 
much  of  an  obstruction  to  navigation,  and  may  not  require  removal. 

Wrecks  Kos.  2  and  3,  located  on  the  east  side  of  the  main  channel, 
not  only  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  light-draught  vessels,  but,  what 
is  of  more  importance,  they  are  supposed  to  have  an  injurious  effect  upon 
the  main  channel.  Owing  to  their  location  a  strong  tidal  current, 
strongest  at  ebbtide,  sweeps  by  these  wrecks  and  washes  the  sand  from 
around  them  into  the  main  channel;  and  since  their  existence  this  chan- 
nel, according  to  the  statements  of  the  pilots,  has  shoaled  1^  feet,  so 
that  now  at  ordinary  tides  only  21  feet  of  water  can  be  found.  It  is 
also  supposed  that  they  to  some  extent  cause  the  rapid  abrasion  of  the 
opposite  shore  at  Fort  McRee. 

Wreck  No.  4,  being  partly  out  of  water  and  plainly  visible,  may  not 
be  very  objectionable  to  navigation,  but  should  it  be  found  to  exert  any 
injurious  influence  upon  the  direction  of  the  tidal  current  its  removal 
w^ould  become  necessary. 

The  harbor  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  is  undoubtedly  the  finest  harbor  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  covers  an  area  of  over  20  square  miles,  with  am- 
ple depth  and  good  anchorage-ground ;  is  perfectly  landlocked  and  easy 
of  access.  Pensacola  is  the  port  of  entry.  The  commerce  of  this  port 
consists  almost  exclusively  in  the  exportation  of  timber  and  lumber, 
principally  to  foreign  countries,  and  is  mostly  carried  on  in  vessels  of 
heavy  draught.  The  following  is  an  average,  obtained  from  statistical 
figures  of  the  last  three  years,  furnished  me  by  the  collector  of  this  port: 

Value  of  imports ^ $23,067 

Value  of  exports $2,068,767 

Number  of  vessels  entered 590 

With  tonnage  of 283,009 

Number  of  vessels  cleared 579 

With  tonnage  of 234,268 

In  this  harbor  is.also  located  a  United  States  navy-yard,  the  only  one 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico ;  and  this  fact  alone  would  make  the  preservatioa 
of  a  deep  channel  through  its  entrance  a  work  of  national  importance. 

The  probable  expense  attending  the  examination  and  location  of  these 

wrecks  with  necessary  soundings  and  current-observations  sufficient  to 

determine  the  necessity  and  feasibility  of  their  removal^  with  general 

estimate  of  cost  thereof,  will  be  about  $4,000. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  2f.  Dambbll, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A..  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  D,  8.  A. 


letter  of  the  chief  of  engii9eers. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washingtm,  D.  C,  May  29, 1877. 
StR:  The  attention  of  this  office  has  again  been  called  to  the  impor- 
tance of  an  examination  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  removing  the  wrecks  in 
the  entrance  to  Pensacola  Harbor.    The  estimate  of  $4,000  you  sab* 
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mitted  for  this  purpose,  in  your  letter  of  December  19,  last,  is  deemed 
excessive,  and,  besides,  that  amount  cannot  be  spared  from  the  very 
limited  funds  at  disposal  for  that  purpose.  It  is  thought  that  a  suffi- 
cient examination  can  be  made  for  a  much  les8  sum,  especially  as  you 
say  the  Ooast-Survey  charts  will  furnish  much  of  the  data  and  no  survey 
will  be  necessary. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  revise  your  estimate,  and  ascertain  the 
smallest  cost  of  such  an  examination  as  will  furnish,  if  not  an  absolute, 
at  least  a  close,  approximation  to  the  cost  of  removal. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphreys. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Q.  Parke, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Captain  A.  K  Damrell, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 


letter  of  captain  a.  n.  damrell,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Mobile,  Ala,,  June  2, 1877. 
General:  In  reply  to  department  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have 
the  honor  of  submitting  an  estimate  of  cost  of  an  examination  for  fur- 
nishing an  approximate  estimate  of  cost  of  removal  of  the  four  wrecks 
at  the  entrance  of  Pensacola  Harbor: 

Charter  of  schooner  for  one  month |300  00 

DiviDg  apparatus,  diver  and^assistnu fc,  one  month,  at  $30  per  day 600  00 

AsBistant  engineer  in  eharge^one  moath 150  00 

Tools,  rope,  io 200  00 

Contingencies 2«50  00 

1  500  00 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. 


A.  N.  Damrell, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 


letter  of  captain  a.  n.  damrell,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Mobile,  AUl.,  July  24, 1877. 

General:  As  promised  in  my  letter  of  June  23, 1877, 1  have  the 
honor  of  reporting  that  the  cost  of  removing  the  four  wrecks  specified 
in  Pensacola  Bay  is  approximately  estimated  by  me  at  $20,000  for  the 
whole,  and  I  would  recommend  an  appropriation  of  this  amount  for  the 
improvement  of  Pensacola  Harbor. 

As  there  were  some  inaccuracies  regarding  these  wrecks  in  my  letters 
of  December  19, 1876,  and  June  23, 1877, 1  here  give  the  list  corrected 
according  to  my  present  information : 
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Class. 

Name. 

Tcnnage. 

Date  of 
wreok. 

Depth  of 
water. 

Remarks. 

Shin 

Wm.  Miles.... 
Ada. 

I,fi00 

700 

375 

34 

1800 
1878 
1804 
1875 

Feet. 
18 

13 

18 

14 

Iron  fastened ;  well  settled  in  the  sand ; 

Bark   

considerably  broken  ap ;  no  valne.  . 
Iron  and  copper  fastened ;  well  settled 
in  the  sana ;  not  mach  value.  . 

in  the  sand. 
Ootalde  well  aettied  in  the  sand. 

Steamer 

PUot-boat.... 

• 

Convoy 

Nettle 

The  positions  are  as' stated  heretofore. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  J  IF.  8.  A. 


A.  N.  Dambell, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 


I  3. 

IMPROVING  HARBOR  OF  CEDAR  KEYS,  FLORIDA. 

In  my  report  for  last  fiscal  year  on  this  improvement  I  stated  that  a 
channel  100  feet  wide  and  12  feet  deep  at  mean  low-water  had  been  cut 
through  the  outer  bar  of  this  harbor.  No  work  has  been  done  during 
the  present  fiscal  year.  I  am  informed  that  this  channel  has  been  un- 
changed. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1S76,  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000  was  made  for  this  improvement,  which  was  made  available  by 
order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  March  3, 1877,  au- 
thorizing its  expenditure.  In  reply  to  letter  from  the  Ohief  of  Engineers, 
dated  March  3, 1877,  asking  for  the  recommendation  of  a  project  for  the 
expenditure  of  this  appropriation,  it  was  proposed  to  apply  the  same — 

Ist.  To  widen  the  cut  through  the  outer  bar  to  a  width  of  150  feet,  by 
dredging,  under  contract. 

2d.  To  widening  and  deepening  the  channel  inside  Sea-Horse  Key,  by 
dredging,  under  contract. 

By  letter  of  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  dated  March  17,  1877,  this  pro- 
ject was  approved,  and,  under  date  of  April  7,  1877,  advertisements 
for  proposals  for  this  work  were  published  under  authority  of  the 
honorable  the  Secretary  of  War.  On  May  22, 1877,  four  bids  were  re- 
ceived and  opened,  and  abstract  of  same  forwarded  to  the  Chief  of  En- 
.gineers  May  23, 1877.  By  letter  dated  June  1, 1877,  the  contract  for 
this  work  was  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder,  Jas.  E.  Slaughter,  at  59^ 
cents  per  cubic  yard  for  inside  dredging,  and  92  cents  per  cubic  yard 
for  dredging  on  the  outer  bar. 

Work  on  this  improvement  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  con- 
tractor can  put  his  dredge-boat  in  working  order. 

This  work  is  located  in  the  coUectiou-district  of  Saint  Mark's,  and  Cedar  Keys  is  the 
port  of  entry. 

No  sfatement  of  the  commerce  of  this  poit  has  heen  famished  hy  the  collector,  al- 
though tamely  application  was  made  from  this  office,  bat  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
received. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  this  work $133,500 

Whole  amonnt  appropriated 32,500 

Appropriation  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1879 50, 000 

Abstract  of  bids  is  herewith  attached. 
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Money  statement 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $4  95 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10,000  00 

$10,004  95 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 21  30 

^oly  1, 1877, amount  available 9,983  65 

Aroonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project ,     101, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      50, 000  00 

Abstract  of  bids  received  and  opened  May  22, 1877. 
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Dredsfin^  in  the 

Jaa.  £.  Slaughter. . 

10,000  oabic 

1 

M)  02  '  On   or  before 

On    or    before 

harbor  of  Cedar 

yards,  more 

September  1, 

November  30, 

Keys,  Fla. 

orlesa. 

18-<7. 

1877. 

3 

Dredging  in   the 
harbor  of  Cedar 

S.K.KImbalI 

....do 

<M 

94 

On  or  before 

On    or   before 

Auffost     31. 

December  31, 

Keys,  Fla. 

'     1877. 

1877. 

3     DredffinK  in  the 
harbor  of  Cedar 

Chas-FltzSimoss 

....do 

87 

97 

On  or  before 

On    or    before 

November  30, 

January    31, 

I      Keys,  Fla. 

1877. 

1878. 

4  I  Dredfi^ing  in  the 

J.H.Gardner 

...do 

85 

1.09 

On  or  before 

On   or    before 

harbor  of  Cedar 

July  4, 1877. 

November  30, 

Keys,  Fla. 

1877. 

I4- 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHOOTAWHATCHEE  EIVER.  ALABAMA  AND  FLORIDA 

During  the  month  of  September,  1875,  operations  on  this  river  had  to 
be  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  and  work  was  not  resumed  until  May, 
1877.  By  Department  letter,  dated  April  21, 1877, 1  was  informed  that,  by 
order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  appropriation  of  $5,000 
made  by  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  was  available,  and  instructed  to  submit  a  project  for 
its  expenditure.  The  recommendation  that  this  appropriation  be  ap- 
plied to  the  continuation  of  the  work  as  commenced  under  former  appro- 
X>riat]ons,'  and  that  the  3-foot  channel  be  carried  as  far  up  the  river  as 
the  funds  allotted  will  permit,  having  been  approved  by  letter  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  27, 1877,  necessary  preparations  for  the 
immediate  commencement  of  operations  were  at  once  made,  and  during 
the  month  of  May  the  work  of  removing  snags,  sunken  logs,  &c.,  was 
begun.  A  light-draught  steamer  was  chartered,  to  work  In  connection 
with  the  snag-boat,  in  order  to  forward  operations  as  much  as  possible 
during  the  present  favorable  season.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  snags 
and  stumps  have  been  pulled  out,  and  more  than  300  overhanging  trees 
cut  and  removed,  to  the  close  of  the  present  year,  leaving  the  lower  por- 
tion, about  75  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  in  good  boating  condi- 
tion at  low-water. 

During  the  cessation  of  the  work,  from  September,  1875,  to  May, 
1877,  several  land-slides  occurred  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  which 
htd  been  made  navigable  previously,  caused  principally  by  ihe  lodging 
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of  logs  and  timbers  on  the  shoals,  and  the  appropriation  will  only  be  suf- 
ficient to  clear  the  channel  of  those  snags,  logs,  and  overhanging  trees 
from  the  month  of  the  river  to  Geneva. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  river  three  wrecks  of  steamers  are  still  to  be 
removed,  and  a  channel  through  two  rock  shoals,  from  200  to  300  feet 
long  each,  on  which  there  is  only  about  10  inches  of  water,  will  have  to 
be  blasted  before  the  contemplated  improvement  can  be  accomplished. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  removal  of  snags,  cutting  overhanging 
trees,  and  improvement  of  bars  in  this  river  during  next  fiscal  year, 
until  the  appropriation  is  exhausted. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  this  improvement $34,3^2  GO 

Whole  amoQDt  appropriated 15.000  00 

Appropriation  asked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 19, 000  00 

The  Choctaw hatchee  River  is  situated  in  the  collection-districts  of  Pensacola  and  Mo- 
bile, and  Pensacola,  Fla.,  is  the  port  of  entry. 

The  following  statement  of  this  port  has  been  furnished  me  by  the 
collector : 

Number  of  vessels  entered  dnrinf^  the  year,  590,  with  a  tonnage  of  288,569  tons; 
number  cleared,  587,  with  a  tonnage  of  276,724  tons ;  total  value  of  exports  of  domestic 
produce,  ^,276,822;  amount  collected  on  imports  and  tonnage  dues,  $51,165.60. 

It  is  estimated  that  nearly  one-half  of  the  timber  shipped  at  Pensa- 
cola comes  down  this  river,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  suppose  the 
commerce  on  the  river  will  be  very  much  increased  when  the  projected 
improvement  is  completed. 

Money  staUment. 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $284  93 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 5, 000  00 

$5,284  93 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,498  55 

July  1,  1677,  amount  available 2,786  38 

Amount  (estimated>  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 19, 332  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     19, 000  00 


I  5. 

IMPHOVEMENT  OF  APALACHICOLA  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  this  improvement  for  this  fiscal  year, 
and  work  done  during  the  year  was  paid  for  from  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriation. 

The  steam  snag-boat  Clara  Dunning,  which  during  the  low  stage  of 
water  had  been  employed  on  the  Chattahoochee  liiver,  was  sent  to  the 
Apalachicola  liiver  in  December,  1876,  and  during  that  mouth  and  Jan> 
uary,  1877,  a  large  raft  was  removed  from  the  junction  of  Moccasin 
Slough  with  Styx  Kiver,  and  at  the  junction  of  Apalachicola  River  and. 
Moccasin  Slough  several  large  stumps  were  blown  up  and  taken  from 
the  channel. 

The  continued  rise  in  the  river  and  very  severe  weather  made  a  sus- 
X^eusiou  of  further  operations  necessary,  and  the  steamer,  being  very 
much  in  need  of  repairs,  was  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ga. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  improvement  during  next  year  by  con- 
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structing  a  dam  on  the  west  side  of  the  upper  end  of  ^[occasin  Slough 
and  removiDg  the  point  of  land  on  the  east  side,  thus  forcing  a  larger 
volume  of  water  through  the  slough  and  straightening  the  channel. 

Origiua]  estimated  cost  of  work $80,000  00 

A moiuit  appropriated  previously 20,000  00 

Appropriat.on  a^ked  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879 : 20, 000  00 

This  river  is  situated  in  the  collection-district  of  Apalachicola,  Fla.,  and  Apalachicola 
is  the  port  of  entry. 

The  following  statistics  have  been  furnishied  me  by  the  collector  of 
this  port : 

Number  of  vtssels  entered  during  the.year.  21,  with  a  tonnage  of  7,082  tons;  number 
cleared,  16,  with  a  tonnage  of  22H  tons.  Value  of  domestic  produce  shipped  by  river 
inland,  $62,250,  and  of  merchandise  imported,  $200,000.    Value  of  exports  not  given. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available $8,555  f.O 

Julyl,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,778  59 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 4,776  91 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  ex jiended  iy  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  20,  000  00 


I  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CHATTAHOOCHEE  AND  FLINT  RIVERS,  GEORGIA. 

Operations  on  this  improvement  were  confined  to  the  Chattahoochee 
Elver  during  this  fiscal  year. 

The  continued  high  stage  of  water  prevented  the  boats  from  working 
on  the  bars  and  shoals  during  July,  and  the  steam  snag-boat  was 
employed  in  removing  snags  and  cutting  overhanging  trees  until 
August,  when  work  at  Wolfax  Bar  jetty  was  resumed.  Upon  examina- 
tion of  tlie  effects  of  the  freshet  on  the  work  on  this  bar,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  protect  the  head  of  the  jetty  by  rock  riprap,  and  to  extend 
the  breakwater  on  the  Georgia  shore  to  the  south  end  of  the  bar,  a  dis- 
tance of  560  feet  in  order  to  prevent  further  abrasion  of  this  shore  and 
the  ibrmation  of  a  new  bar  below. 

This  work  was  completed  in  December,  1876,  and  the  steamer  was 
sent  on  the  Apalachicola  River.  On  her  return  in  February,  1877,  it 
was  found  that  the  bad  condition  of  ber  hull  made  her  unfit  for  further 
work  until  thoroughly  repaired.  She  was  at  once  ordered  to  Columbus, 
Ga.,  and  repairs  commenced  without  delay.  A  new  hull  had  to  be 
built,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  all  the  machinery  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  same,  and,  as  soon  as  necessary  quarters  for  the  working  party 
can  be  completed,  the  boat  will  be  ready  for  the  season's  work. 

The  blasting-boat,  with  her  crew  and  outfit,  commenced  operations  in 
August,  1876,  on  Little  Uchee  Shoals,  where  111  cubic  yards  of  rock 
were  removed,  giving  a  60foot  channel,  4  feet  deep  at  low  water.  From 
this  place  the  boat  dropped  down  to  Slick  Bluff,  at  which  place  work 
was  carried  on  until  the  middle  of  November,  when  a  channel  55  feet 
wide  and  3  feet  deep  had  been  attained.  Several  isolated  rock  reefs, 
very  dangerous  to  navigation  above  and  below  this  shoal,  were  also 
removed.  Five  hnndred  and  eighty-two  cubic  yards  of  rock  were 
excavated  during  this  time.    The  number  of  blasts  made  was  100,  the 
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average  charge  being  6  pounds  of  gunpowder,  with  5  feet  depth  of 
drill-hole,  and  the  actual  cost  of  removal  of  rock  at  these  shoals  was 
$3.35  per  cubic  yard,  including  all  expenses.  • 

A  rise  in  the  river  in  the  latter  part  of  November  prevented  further 
blasting  operations,  and  after  the  removal  of  21  sunken  logs  from 
Hardridge's  Shoal  work  was  suspended  for  the  season.  In  April,  1877, 
necessary  repairs  were  made  to  the  blasting-boat  and  tender,  and  opera- 
tions were  resumed  at  Middle  Eock,  below  Slick  Bluff,  and,  with  only  a 
few  days'  interruption  by  a  rise  in  the  river,  were  carried  on  to  the  close 
of  the  year.  The  current  at  this  place  being  very  strong,  it  became 
necessary  to  construct  a  breakwater  above  the  work  to  procure  slack* 
water,  which,  however,  caused  sand  to  settle  in  the  eddy,  retarding  the 
progress  of  the  work,  and  rendering  drilling  difficult.  One  hundred 
and  thirty -eight  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  removed  from  the  "  Middle 
Bock"  at  the  close  of  the  year,  requiring  89  blasts,  with  a  charge  of  6 
pounds  of  gunpowder. 

It  is  contemplated  during  next  year  to  continue  the  work  on  the 
improvement  of  the  most  dangerous  shoals  on  the  Ohattahoochee  Biver, 
such  as  Hardridge's  Shoals  and  King's  Bock,  and  then  resume  opera- 
tions on  the  Flint  Biver. 

Chattahoochee  and  Flint  rivers  are  in  thS  collection -districts  of  Mobile,  Savannah, 
Brunswick,  and  Saint  Mary's.    The  nearest  port  of  entry  is  Apalaclilcola,  Fla. 

The  following  is  the  only  information  that  could  be  obtained  in  regard 
to  the  statistics  of  the  traffic  carried  on  on  these  rivers : 

Number  of  bales  of  cotton  transported 31,730 

Total  value  of  merchandise,  &.C.,  transported $5, 796, 800 

Original  estimated  cost  of  improvement $330,000 

Total  amonnt  appropriated 70,000 

Appropriation  asked  fordioal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1679 50,000 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available ^ $27,603  06 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 20,  000  00 

47,603  06 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 22, 037  97 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available :... 25,665  09 

■   ■  -  ,-i    ■■    i» 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existioff  project 260, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  prodtably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June 30, 1879..      50,000  00 


I7. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  BLACK  WARRIOR  AND  TOMBIGBEfe  RIVERS,  ALiBAMA. 

As  soon  as  the  stage  of  water  permitted,  a  fall  force  was  engaged  on 
this  improvement,  and  a  number  of  bars  and  shoals  were  made  passable 
for  boats  at  low  water,  by  the  construction  of  jetties  and  breakwaters, 
namely,  Battle's  Gin  Bar,  Washington  Bar,  Cut-Off  Bar,  White's  Bar, 
and  Cleveland  Shoals.  The  snag-boats  were  engaged  in  removing  wreck 
of  steamer  Lily  and  snags  and  sunken  logs  over  those  bars  and  shoals. 
On  the.  10th  of  August,  the  appropriation  being  exhausted,  all  work 
was  suspended. 
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By  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  October  24, 1  was  in- 
formed that  the  appropriation  of  $15,000,  made  for  this  improvement 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1876,  was  available.  The  sea- 
son being  very  favorable,  necessary  steps  to  resume  the  work  were  at 
once  taken,  and,  on  November  1,  work  on  the  jetties  was  resumed,  and 
by  the  middle  of  that  month  a  full  force  was  employed  on  all  the  boats, 
and  work  continued  until  December  31,  when  the  severity  of  the  weather 
and  a  rise  in  the  river  compelled  a  cessation  of  active  operations.  Dur- 
ing these  months,  November  and  December,  1876,  the  following  bars 
were  improved,  viz :  Bohanas,  Alligator's,  Colviu's  Island,  and  Log 
Shoals.  Several  bars  of  less  importance  were  passed  by  in  order  to 
remove,  as  far  as  possible,  the  most  troublesome  obstructions,  and,  by 
working  on  this  plan,  steamboats  which  had  heretofore  been  obliged  to 
turn  back  at  Log  Shoals  were  enabled,  on  a  slight  rise  of  the  river,  to 
extend  their  trips  to  Tuscaloosa. 

The  freshet  in  the  river  continued  until  the  latter  part  of  April,  1877, 
and  operations  on  this  improvement  could  not  be  resumed  until  May  !• 
The  amount  of  funds  available  at  this  time  being  only  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy a  small  force  during  this  working-season,  it  was  deemed  best  to 
confine  operations  to  the  removal  of  snags  and  overhanging  trees  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  to  Log  Shoals,  and  this  work  has  been  carried 
on  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  manner  of  constructing  jet^ties  and  shore  protections,  for  the  im- 
provement of  bars  on  this  river,  was  fully  described  in  my  last  report, 
and  has  been  adhered  to  during  this  year's  work.  As  the  shore  pro- 
tections are  not  of  a  lasting  character,  an  experiment  has  been  made 
with  willow-planting,  and  should  this  prove  successful,  many  points 
on  the  river  could  be  permanently  protected  in  this  manner. 

I  append,  herewith,  a  summary  of  amount  and  kind  of  work  done  on 
the  ditiereut  bars  and  shoals  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

Number  of  overbaDging  trees  cut  and  removed 1,052 

Number  of  steamboat  wrecks  removed 1 

NuDiber  of  yards  of  gravel  dredged -• 400 

liongtb  of  shore  plauted  io  willows 1, 200  feet. 

Linear  fuet  of  jetties  built  and  number  of  snags  removed  as  follows  : 


Localitiee. 


I    8- 


I. 

^  s 

s  s 


It 


Localities. 


TascalooAa  to  Battle's  Gin. 

Battle's  Crin 

Washi  Dfftou 

Cnt-Off 

White's 

Cleveland's 

Bohanas 

Alligator 


17-2  1 
490  ' 
469  ! 
3Xi  I 
559  , 
258  I 
754  I 


1 10   ,  Bar  above  Mary  H  . 

19  I    Colvin's  Island 

4ti  1   LoK  Shoals 

120  I   Jennings'  Ferry 

16   ;  Prairie  Creek 

91  I 

30  I  Total 

154     . 


^4 


343 

358 
1,340 


5,076 


-I 


30 
15 
70 
48 
49 


798 


The  number  of  bales  of  cotton  shipped  to  Mobile,  by  the  Black  Warrior  and  Tom- 
bigbee  Rivers  during  the  fiscal  year,  was  60,169,  and  the  value  of  the  exports  up  these 
rivers  is  approximately  valued  at  ^"2,707,605. 

Original  estimated  cost  of  the  work ^172, 603 

Whole  amount  appropriated 40,000 

Appropriation  asked  for  tiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 100,  OOO 

The  Black  Warrior  and  Tombigbee  Rivers  are  in  the  collection-district  of  Mobile^ 
and  Mobile  Ala.,  is  the  nearest  port  of  entry. 
27  K 
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Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $5,118  08 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angast  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

20, 118  08 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14, 655  04 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 5,463  04 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 132, 603  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  100, 000  00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  CAPTAIN  C.  W.  HOWELL,  CORPS  OP 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1877. 

United  States  Enchnebb  Office, 

New  Orleansj  La.^  August  6, 1877. 
Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annaal  reports 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  of  the  varioas  works  of  river 
and  harbor  improvement  and  snrveys  nnder  my  charge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Howell, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  8.  A. 


Captain  of  Engineers. 


J  I- 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AT  SOUTH- 
WEST PASS. 

The  results  obtained  by  continuance  of  this  work  during  the  fiscal 
year  have  been  of  marked  benefit  to  commerce,  and  have  been  duly  re- 
ported from  month  to  month,  as  shown  by  the  following  extracts  from 
my  monthly  reports : 
For  July: 
•  •  »  «  »  «  « 

The  depth  of  cbaDnel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  15^  to  16|  feet,  with  a  least  width 
for  those  depths  ranging  from  70  to  80  feet.  High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide 
from  3i  to  3  feet,  maKing  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  Id  to  19|  feet. 

The  foUowing  nnmber  of  vessels  crossed  the  bar  dnring  the  month  : 

Steamers  in 18 

Steamers  ont 29 

Sailiug-yessels  in 15 

Sailing-vessels  ont » 32 

Total 94 

Of  these,  9  drew  from  18  to  18i  feet  Of  this  number,  2,  drawing  18  feet  and  over, 
were  detained  an  aggregate  of  10  honrs  and  45  minutes  by  grounding  on  the  east  side 
of  the  channel. 

The  above  was  the  only  detention  of  vessels  at  the  Southwest  Pass  dnring  the  month 
by  grounding. 

Impairs  to  the  McAlester  were  continued  during  the  month  and  will  probably  be 

completed  in  August. 

*»  •  •  *  #  • 

For  August : 
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The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low  tide  was  16i  feet,  with  a  least  width  for  that 
depth  ranging  from  80  to  100  feet.  High  tide«  ranged  above  mean  low  tide  from  d^  to 
3  feeti  making  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  18f  to  19^  feet. 

The  following  number  of  vessels  crossed  the  bar  daring  the  month : 

steamers  in 20 

Steamers  out 21 

Sailing-vessels  in 16 

Sailing-vessels  out 19 

Total ; 76 

Of  these,  7  drew  from  18  feet  to  19  feet  3  inches.  Of  this  number,  1,  drawing  18  feet 
10  inches,  was  detained  an  aggregate  97^  hours  by  grounding  on  the  east  side  of  the 
ehannel.  One  vessel,  drawing  16^  feet,  met  with  slight  detention  by  grounding  on 
ont-er  mud  lump.    Repairs  to  the  SloAlester  were  continued  during  the  month. 

Besides  the  work  of  dredging,  the  Essayons  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Capt.  M. 

R.  Browu  fur  the  purpose  of  making  a  survey  off  South  Pass. 

*  #  »#  »  #  • 

For  September : 

«  •  »  »  <•  •  • 

The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  16  to  17  feet,  with  a  least  width 
ior  those  depths  ranging  from  80  to  100  feet. 

High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide  from  2  to  2^  feet,  making  the  depth  of  chan- 
nel at  high  tide  range  from  18^  to  19^  feet. 
The  following  number  of  vessels  crossed  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in 24 

Steamers  out , 21 

Sailing-vessels  in '. 28 

Sailing-vessels  out 11 

ToUl i b4 

Of  these,  8  drew  from  18  to  19  feet.  Of  this  number,  1,  drawing  18  feet  6  inches,  was 
detained  about  72  hours  by  grounding  east  of  the  channel.  Five^ve^sels  of  from  14 
feet  to  16  feet  6  inches  draught  were  detained  about  56  hours  by  grounding  on  the 
east  side  of  the  channel. 

The  cause  of  the  above-mentioned  vessels  grounding  was  due  to  a  strong  easterly 
current,  caused  by  strong  west  winds. 

Repairs  to  the  dredge- boat  McAlester  were  continued,  aud  will  probably  be  completed 
during  October. 

fr  «  «  «  *  «  * 

For  October : 

»  *  «  «  «  «  • 

The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low  tide  was  16^  feet,  with  a  least  width  for  that  depth 
langing  from  90  to  100  feet. 

High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide  from  1^  to  2|  feet,  making  the  depth  of  oban- 
lel  at  high  tide  range  from  18  to  19f  feet. 

The  following  number  of  vessels  crossed  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in 29 

Steamers  out 34 

Sailing-vessels  in 59 

Sailing-vessels  out 28 

Total 150 

Of  this  number,  16  drew  from  18  feet  to  19  feet  8  inches.  Of  these,  3,  drawing  from 
18  feet  to  19  feet  8  inches,  were  detained  33  hours  by  grounding  on  the  east  side'of  tiie 
ehannel.  Three  vessels,  drawing  from  15  feet  to  17  feet  6  inches,  were  detained'  about 
144  hours  by  gronndiog  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  channel. 

Repairs  to  the  dredge-boat  McAlester  were  continued  during  the  month,  and  will 
probably  be  completed  early  in  November. 

Reduction  in  the  crews  of  both  dredge-bonts  was  made. 

*  «  •  #  *  • 

For  November : 

»  «  «  *  •  •  • 

The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low-tide  ranged  from  16  to  16^  feet,  with  a  least 
width  for  those  depths  ranging  from  90  to  100  feet. 
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High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide  from  1^  to  3  feet,  making  the  depth  of  chan- 
nel at  hieh  tide  range  from  18  to  lU^  feet. 

The  following  number  of  vessels  crossed  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in 2''^ 

Steamets  ont 34 

Sailing-vessels  in 76 

Sailing- vessels  ont 58 

Total 191 

Of  this  number,  15  drew  from  18  feet  to  19  feet  8  inches.  Of  these,  3,  drawing  from 
18  feet  3  inches  to  19  feet  8  inches,  were  detained  10  hours  and  30  minutes  in  crossing 
the  bar.  Two  vessels,  of  from  16^  to  17^  feet  draught,  were  detained  23  hours  and  45 
minutes  in  crossing  the  bar.  Repairs  to  the  McAIester  were  completed  during  the 
month. 

•  •  #  «  «  «  « 

For  December : 

•  «  *  «  *  •  « 

The  depth  of  the  channel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  16  to  16^  feet,  with  a  least 
width  for  those  depths  ranging  from  90  to  100  feet. 

High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low-tide  from  If  to  2|  feet,  making  the  depth  of 
channel  at  high  tide  range  from  17f  to  18i  feet,  with  soft  bottom  during  the  month. 

The  following  vessels  crossed  the  bar  durlug  the  month : 

Steamers  in .* 3? 

Steamers  ont 25 

Sailing-vessels  in 104 

Sailing-vessels  out 1 94 

Total 255 

Of  this  number,  8  drew  18  feet ;  7, 18i  feet ;  10, 19  feet ;  3, 19^  feet ;  1, 19  feet  8  inches ; 
1^  19  feet  9  inches  ;  total  30,  drawing  18  feet  and  over. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  grounding  on  the  bar  during  the  month,  and  remarks 
concerning  same : 

December  1. — Ship  Atmosphere,  18  feet,  was  2  hours  crossing  bar.  Bark  America, 
17  feet,  was  2  hours  crossing  bar. 

December  3.— Ship  Baden,  19  feet,  grounded  at  5  p.  m.  on  east  side  of  channel ;  got 
off  and  to  sea  at  9  p.  m.  December  5. 

December  6.— Ship  Martha  Cobb,  16  feet  6  inches,  bound  ont,  grounded  at  1  p.  m. 
on  east  side  of  channel,  below  No.  4 ;  went  to  sea  at  6  p.  m.  December  9. 

December  9. — Steamer  Diego,  19  feet  9  inches,  bound  out,  grounded  at  5  p.  m.  ou 
west  side  of  channel,  near  Cleopatra  Buoy ;  got  off  and  to  sea  December  10. 

December  12. — Steamer  Emiiano,  19  feet,  bound  out,  grounded  at  5  p.  m.  on  west 
side  of  channel,  near  No.  3.    She  went  to  sea  at  8  p.  m.  December  13. 

December  15. — Ship  Belgravia,  19  feet ;  grouuded  December  8  at  5p.  m. ;  was  put  to 
sea  at  4  p.  m. 

December  27.— Ship  Morning  Star,  19  feet,  grounded  December  18  went  to  sea. 
Bark  Granville  Belle,  16  feet  6  inches,  grounded  at  5  p.  m.  300  feet  east  of  channel  and 
remained  all  night. 

The  Essayons  remained  on  duty  at  Southwest  Pass  during  the  month,  and  the  Mc- 
AIester was  held  in  reserve  at  New  Orleans. 

•  »  #  *  «  »  « 

New  Orleans,  La.,  January  24, 1877. 
Sir:  In  view  of  the  present  rise  in  the  river  here,  and  the  flood  that  is  rapidly  com- 
ing down  from  the  upper  tributaries,  you  are  directed  to  closely  watch  the  channel 
across  the  Southwest  Pass  Bar,  and  by  working  the  dredge  on  the  bar  whenever  and 
at  all  times  when  the  current  is  favorable,  and  by  vigilantly  enforcing  regulations,  so 
far  as  yon  have  the  power,  prevent  any  shoaling  of  channel  and  any  blockade. 

Yon  will  report  condition  each  day  by  telegraph,  and  advise  me  when  you  think  the 
McAIester  should  be  sent  down  to  assist  the  Essayons. 

If  the  channel  is  not  kept  in  order  during  this  rise,  and  possibly  deepened,  I  fear  we 
shall  have  trouble  on  the  oar. 

Yon  will  please  give  this  matter  constant  and  close  attention,  as  very  much  depends 
upon  maintaining  the  channel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Howell, 
Captain  of  Entjineers,  U.  ci.  A, 
Capt.  C.  H.  Elwell 
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For  January : 

In  conseqaence  of  the  low  stage  of  the  river,  and  the  uniformly  good  condition  of 
the  channel,  there  was  no  attempt  at  dredging  made  until  the  29th  of  the  month,  when 
the  channel  was  rapidly  deepenecl  to  17  feet,  mean  low  tide,  and  widened. 

The  time  for  recommencement  of  dredging  was  opportunely  chosen,  as  the  muddy 
water  of  present  rise  in  the  river  reached  the  bar  on  Thursday,  the  1st  of  February, 
and  on  Sunday^  the  4tb,  hard,  sandy  bottom  began  to  make  its  appearance.  The 
inclosed  copy  of  report  of  Civil  Assistant  Collins,  who  was  sent  with  special  instrao- 
tions  to  observe  the  first  effect  of  this  rise,  to  establish  additional  bench-marks  at 
velocity  stations,  and  to  communicate  certain  information  solicited  by  the  assistant 
engineer  of  the  South  Pass  Jetty  Company^,  is  submitted  as  of  interest. 

Carrollton  gauf^e-reading  to  date,  covering  time  of  rise  in  the  river,  is  also  inclosed. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  reports  received,  showing  commercial  use  of  the  Pass 
and  particulars. 

The  depth  of  channel,  at  mean  low  tide,  ranged  from  16  to  17  feet,  with  a  least 
width  for  those  depths  ranging  from  60  to  100  feet.  High  tides  ranged  above  mean 
low  tide  from  li  to  2  feet,  making  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  17f 
to  18^  feet. 

The  following  vessels  crossed  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in • S5 

Steamers  out 33 

Sailing-vessels  in 49 

Sailing-vessels  out 108 

Total ...'. 215 

Of  this  number,  9  drew  18  feet;  1,  18  feet  4  inches;  10, 18  feet  6  inches;  4,  18  feet 
9  inches;  5,  19  feet ;  2,  19  feet  6  inches;  total  31,  drawing  18  feet  and  over. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  grounding  on  the  bar  during  the  month  and  remarks 
concerning  same : 

January  2.— Bark  Granville  Belle,  16  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  December  27 ;  went  to 
sea  at  5  p.  ra. 

January  7.— Steamer  Bornssia,  19  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  at  6  p.  m.,  on  east  side  of 
channel ;  w^-nt  to  sea  at  2  p.  ro.  January  9. 

Ship  Queen  of  Nations,  18  feet;  grounded  at  10  p.  m.,  January  9,  on  west  side  of 
channel ;  went  to  sea  at  4  p.  m.  January  15. 

January  2t5.— Bark  Tancied,  17  feet  6  inches;  grounded  at  10  a.  m.,  on  east  side  of 
channel ;  went  to  Boa  at  3  p.  in. 

-»•#•♦• 

For  February : 
•  *  *  #  •  •» 

The  short  rise  in  the  river  which  marked  the  month  made  it  necessary  to  work  the 
one  dredge-boat  to  its  full  capacity,  and  at  the  same  time  rigidly  enforce  regulations 
for  use  of  the  channel  dredged. 

The  usual  depth  of  channel  was  maintained  until  the  top  of  the  rise,  after  which 
the  depth  was  slowly  increased  to  18  feet  mean  low  title,  (so  called,  as  I  have  hereto- 
fore explained,  2.15  feet  below  average  flood  tide  South  Pass.) 

The  depth  has  been  increased  i  foot,  and  the  bottom  has  again  become  soft. 

The  Essayons  became  disabled  during  the  month  from  natural  wear  of  forward  shaft- 
casing  and  sleeve,  and  from  breaking  shoe  and  plow,  and  was  relieved  by  the  Mo- 
Alester. 

Before  being  placed  on  duty,  the  McAlester  was  sheathed  fore  and  aft,  from  the  light 
draught  to  the  deep  draught  line,  because  of  dry-rot  in  planking.  The  Essayons  was 
brought  to  the  city,  and  repairs  at  once  commenced. 

The  coal-barge  was  also  brought  up  for  supplies,  and  sheathed  above  the  light- 
draught  line,  as  it  was  not  deemed  safe  to  load  her  without  doing  this. 

Assistant  Collins  was  engaged  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  in  surveys  at 
Southwest  Pass  and  Pass  k  TOntre,  and  has  not  yet  completed  the  work  ordered. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  reports  made  by  the  master  of  the  dredge-boat  on  duty 
at  Southwest  Pass : 

Depth  of  channel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  17  to  18  feet,  with  a  least  width  for 
those  depths  ranging  from  60  to  120  feet.  High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide 
from  If  to  'J^  feet,  muking  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  18f  to  20  feet. 
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The  followiug  vessels  crossed  the  bar  dariog  the  month  : 

Steamers  in 2^ 

Steamers  out 1^ 

Sailing-vessels  in 3* 

Sailing-vessels  out 72 

Total 147 

Of  these,  4  drew  18  feet ;  3, 18  feet  6  inches ;  6, 19  feet ;  1, 19  feet  6  inches ;  1, 19  feet 
7  inches ;  total  15,  drawing  18  feet  and  over. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  grounded  during  the  month,  and  remarks  concerning 
same: 

Fehmary  4.— Ship  Glad  Tidings,  17  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  at  6  p.  m.  across  channel ; 
got  off  at  12.10  p.  m.  February  5. 

February  6.— Ship  Malta,  18  feet ;  grounded  at  5  p.  m.,  west  side  of  channel ;  got  off 
at  10  a.  m.  February  7. 

February  17.— Bark  Charles  Bal,  (draught  not  given ;)  grounded  at  6  p.  m. ;  got  off 
at  9  a.  m.  February  18. 

February  20.— Ship  Belle  O'Brien,  19  feet  6  inches ;  was  two  hours  crossing  bar. 

February  21.— Steamer  Texas,  19  feet  7  inches ;  met  with  slight  detention. 

February  25. — Bark  Benown,  18  feet ;  was  1  hour  and  25  minutes  crossing  bar.  Ship 
Tirrell,  19  feet;  grounded  at  7  p.  m.  on  west  side  of  channel ;  got  off  5.30  p.  m.  Feb- 
ruary 26. 

February  28.— Ship  Advance,  19  feet;  was  3  hours  crossing  bar. 

During  the  month  the  commercial  use  of  South  Pass  in  preference  to  Southwest  Pass 
has  been  confined  to  a  few  barks  coming  in  ballast,  some  schooners,  and  the  Cromwell 
line  of  steamers,  which  are  of  medium  draught,  and  always  loaded  by  the  stern. 

Also  Uuite^l  States  man-of-war  Plymouth,  17  foot-draught ;  Barrett,  commander. 

♦»##•»#• 

For  March : 

♦■  #     "  *  •  »  «  # 

The  work  of  dredging  on  the  bar  at  Southwest  Pass  was  continued  as  heretofore, 
viz,  at  such  times  as  were  found  necessary  to  maintain  the  channel  in  condition  to  give 
an  adequate  inlet  and  outlet  for  the  present  commerce  of  this  port.  In  this  we  have 
been  successful,  as  shown  by  the  following  condensed  statement  made  ii^  from  the  log- 
book of  the  McAlester  and  from  the  statement  following  it,  in  which  is  given  the  depth 
of  channel  for  each  day  of  the  month  when  soundings  were  taken. 

DETENTION. 

March  0.— Bark  Energia,  17  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  at  10  a.  m.,  west  side  of  channel 
went  to  sea  3.45  p.  m. 

March  19.— Steamer  Memphis,  19  feet  10  inches ;  grounded  at  8  a.  m.  on  outer  mud- 
lump ;  went  to  sea  9.05  a.  m.  March  20. 

March  27. — Steamer  Ithuriel,  17  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  west  of  Cleopatra  buoy  at  12 
m. ;  went  to  sea  at  5  p.  m. 

March  30.— Steamer  Borussia,  20  feet  6  inches;  grounded  at  9  a.  m.  on  outer  mnd- 
lump;  went  to  sea  7  a.  m.  March  31. 

March  31. — Ship  John  Patten,  17  feet  6  inches ;  grounded  at  10  a:  m.,  west  of  chan- 
nel ;  got  off  about  1  o'clock  April  3. 

The  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  ranged  from  19^  to  20^  feet.  ^ 

The  channel  was  at  all  times  over  18  feet  in  depth,  with  a  least  width  for  that  depth 
of  100  feet,  and  the  bottom  soft,  except  on  the  first  day  of  the  month. 

Entrances  and  clearances  recorded : 

Steamers  entering 20 

Steamers  clearing 19 

Sailing-vessels  entering 25 

Sailing-vessels  clearing 57 

Total 121 

Of  these,  4  drew  18  feet ;  1,  18  feet  4  inches ;  6. 18  feet  6  inches ;  5, 19  feet ;  1, 19  feet 
3  inches;  1, 19  feet  6  inches;  1,19  feet  10  inches;  1,20  feet  6  inches;  total  20, draw- 
ing 18  feet  and  over. 

The  plane  of  average  flood-tide  was  ascertained  by  transfer  from  South  Pass  United 
States  gauge. 
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Simnltaneous  observation  was  conducted  at  the  two  places  for  one  montb,  and  th& 
zero  at  Southwest  Pass,  which  is  below  all  except  extreme  low  tides,  was  found  2.15 
feet  below  that  at  South  Pass. 

Assistant  Collins  and  party  completed  field-work  of  final  survey  during  the  month; 
plotting  is  not  quite  finished.    Repair  of  the  Essayons  is  nearly  finished ;  she  will  be 

ready  for  service  when  needed. 

•  #*«««• 

For  April: 

*  •  «  #  •  «  * 

The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low-tide  ranged  from  17  to  18  feet,  with  a  least  width  for 
those  depths  ranging  from  60  to  100  feet.  High  tides  ranged  above  mean  low  tide 
from  1  ^  to  3  feet,  xnaking  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  181  to  20  feet. 

The  following  vessels  crossed  the  bar  during  the  mouth  : 

Steamers  in 1 

Steamers  out 1*^ 

Sailing-vessels  in 41 

Sailing-vessels  out 54 

Total 130 

Of  these,  3  drew  18  feet ;  2, 18  feet  6  inches ;  1, 16  feet  8  inches ;  1, 19  feet ;  2, 19  feet 
6  inches ;  2, 20  feet ;  total  10,  drawing  18  feet  and  over. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  grounding  during  the  month,  and  remarks  concerning 
same: 

April  1. — Ship  Geo.  Peabody,  15  feet  6  inches,  grounded,  in  fog,  on  west  side  of  chan- 
nel at  6  p.  m ;  got  off  at  9  a.  m.  April  2. 

Jpril  3. — Ship  John  Patten,  17  feet  6  inches,  grounded  May  31 ;  got  off  at  10  a.  m. 

April  10.— Ship  Warsaw,  18  feet  6  inches,  grounded  on  outer  lump  at  5  p.  m  ;  got 
off  at  3  p.  m.  on  the  11th. 

April  11. — Ship  Revolving  Light,  19  feet,  grounded  on  west  side  of  channel ;  got  off 
April  17. 

April  22.— Steamer  Hanover,  19  feet  6  inches,  grounded  at  4.20  p.  m.  on  west  side 
of  channel ;  got  off  April  25  at  10.45  a.  m. 

The  McAlester  was  continued  on  duty  at  the  bar  during  the  month.  Repairs  to  the 
Essayons  were  completed. 

For  May : 

The  depth  of  the  channel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  16  to  18  feet,  with  a  least 
width  for  those  depths  ranging  from  70  to  100  feet.  High  tides  ranged  above  meau 
low  tides  from  If  to  3  feet,  making  the  depth  of  channel  at  high  tide  range  from  19  to 
20i  feet. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  crossing  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in 11 

Steamers  out 8 

Sailing-vessels  in 19 

Sailing-vessels  out 48 

Total 86 

Of  these,  1  drew  20  feet  5  inches;  2,  20  feet;  1,19  feet  11  inches;  1, 19  feet  10  inches; 
3, 19  feet  8  inches ;  1, 19  feet  6  inches ;  1. 19  feet  4  inches ;  1, 19  feet  3  inches ;  6,  18  feet 
6  inches ;  3, 18  feet ;  total  20  drawing  18  feet  and  over. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  detained,  and  remarks  concerning  same : 

May  2.— Brig  Onolaski,  15  feet,  grounded  east  of  channel  at  12.30  p.  m  ;  got  off  9  a. 
m.  May  3. 

May  8.— Ship  G.  Strickland,  18  feet,  was  3  hours  crossing  bar. 

May  18.— Bark  Moutebello,  19  feet  11  inches,  grounded  at  9  a.  m.  on  west  side  of  outer 
mud  lump ;  got  off  May  19  at  12.40  p.  m. 

May  20. — Ship  Arcturus,  19  feet  8  inches,  grounded  at  12  ra.  on  west  side  of  channel  ; 
got  off  May  26  at  7  a.  m. 

May  26. — Steamer  Bombay,  20  feet  5  inches,  grounded  at  9  a.  m.  above  Cleopatra 
Buoy ;  got  off  7  a.  m.  May  27, 

May  27.— Ship  Northampton,  19  feet  10  inches,  gi-ounded  at  9  a.  m.  on  west  side  of 
channel ;  got  off  at  6.  J 5  a.  m.  Mav  28. 

May  28.— Ship  Expounder,  20  feet,  grounded  at  7  a.  m.  below  Cleopatra  Buoy  j 
agroand  May  31. 

During  the  month  the  McAlester  was  ordered  to  the  city  for  repairs  to  side-arm  of 
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her  deflector,  and  the  Essayone  sent  to  relieve  her.  After  repairs  to  her  deflector,  the 
MoAlefiter  was  returned  to  Southwest  Pass  for  daty  and  the  Essayons  laid  up  at  that 
pass. 

For  June  : 

The  depth  of  channel  at  mean  low  tide  ranged  from  15  to  17  feet,  with  a  least  width 
for  those  depths  ranging  from  50  to  100  feet. 

High  tides  Tanged  above  mean  low-tide  from  2  to  3}  feet,  making  the  depth  of  chan- 
nel at  hi^h  tide  range  from  17|  to  20^  feet. 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  crossing  the  bar  during  the  month : 

Steamers  in 12 

Steamers  out 13 

Sailing-vessels  in 1^ 

Sailing-vessels  out ^ 31 

Total 75 

Of  these,  3  drew  18  feet ;  1, 18  feet  6  inches ;  1, 19  feet ;  1 J9  feet  10  inches ;  3,  20  feet ; 
1, 20  feet  2  inches;  1,  20  feet  4  inches;  1, 20  feet  8  inches;  1,  21  feet;  1,  21  feet  2  inches. 
Total  14  drawing  18  feet  and  over.  _^ 

Following  is  a  list  of  vessels  grounding  during  the  month,  and  remarks  concerning 
same: 

June  2. — Ship  Expounder,  20  feet,  grounded  May  28 ;  got  off. 

June  4. — Ship  Lancaster,  21  feet,  grounded  at  9  a.  m. ;  got  off  at  7  a.  m.  June  10. 

June  8.— Ship  John  Watt,  17  feet  8  inches,  grounded  at  7  a.  m. ;  got  off  at  6  a.  m. 
June  9. 

June  12.~Steamer  City  of  Havana,  15  feet  6  inches,  grounded  on  outer  mud  lump ; 
went  to  sea  during  the  night. 

June  15.~Bark  Alfa,  19  feet,  grounded  at  1  p.  m.  on  west  side  of  channel;  got  off  at 
10  a.  m.  June  24. 

June  24.— Steamer  Chilian,  20  feet  5  inches,  grounded  at  6  a.  m.;  still  agroandJune 
30. 

During  the  month  the  McAlester  was  brought  to  the  city  for  renewal  of  cas.ng'to 
shaft,  and  the  Essayons  retained  on  duty  at  the  bar. 

•  If  *  •  i^  »  • 

For  more  detailed  information  than  is  given  in  these  extracts,  a  daily  record  i» 
apnended  in  the  usual  form. 
Of  this  the  following  synopsis  is  presented  : 
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The  followiog  statistics  regarding  the  commerce  of  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  have  been  kindly  furnished 
from  the  records  of  the  collector's  office : 

Statement  of  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entered  at  and  cleared  from  the  port  of  New 
Oi  leans  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1877, 


Entrances. 

No. 

C1m8.                         Tonnage. 

No.  1                        Claae. 

Tonnage. 

403 

Steam 1    466,088 

Sail 46Si,564 

305 

748 

Steam 

467,570 

730 

Sail 

396, 517 

Total  number  of  TOMels  cleared . 

1,133 

Total  number  of  veaaels  entered . ,    988, 652 

11,143 

884,087 

Total  value  of  imports $9,522,559  00 


Total  yalae  of  exports,  domestic 70,197,732  00 

Total  value  of  ex|K>rt8,  foreign 151,584  00 


70,349,316  00 
Total  amount  of  revenue  collected  on  imports 1,601,646  32 

The  following  regarding  shipments  of  grain  and  cotton  has  been  partly 
drawn  from  the  columns  of  the  New  Orleans  Price  Current,  and  partly 
from  reports  made  to  this  office  from  Southwest  Pass  : 

Comparafire  statement  of  cotton  and  grain  exported  from  the  port  of  Xew  Orleans  for  the  years 
ending  June  30,  ld76,  and  June  30,  1877. 


Grain. 


Cotton. 


Year  ending  Jnne  30. 1876  . 
Year  ending  June  30, 1877  . 


Ezcees  of  exports  in  1877  over  1876. 


Year  ending  Jane  30, 1876  . 
Year  ending  June  30, 1877  . 


Decrease  of  exports  in  1877  from  1876 . 
1877. 


Total  via  Southwest  Pass  . 
Totol  Yia  other  outlets  . . . . 


Via  Southwest  Pass  in  excess  of  other  outlets  . 


BushOt. 
1, 140, 106f| 
a,  339,051}} 


1,198,94411 


1,587,433H 
751,61711 


835, 81511 


Sacks. 

893,350 

324,850 


101.509 


BaUt. 


1.548.043 
1,  489, 144 


1,898 


837, 754 

87, 105 


1, 176, 347 
318,797 


150,  C49 


863,550 


Number  of  vessels  sailing  through  Southwest  Pass  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877, 

drawing  l^feet  and  over. 

Draught  from  15  feet  to  21  feet  2  ioches : 

15  feet,  and  under  16  feet 140 

16  feet,  and  under  17  feet 114 

17  feet,  and  under  18  feet 126 

18  feet,  and  under  19  feet 114 

19  feet,  and  under  20  feet 60 

20  feet,  and  under  21  feet 10 

21  and  over 2 

Total 566 
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These  statements  taken  together  serve  to  show  how  important  it  was 
that  dredging  should  have  been  continued  during  the  past  year.  Owing 
to  frequent  mistaken  reports  regarding  available  or  anticipated  depths 
of  channel  through  the  South  Pass,  where  the  experimental  application 
of  the  jetty  system  was  inprogress,  many  vessels  were  loaded  to  greater 
draughts  than  usual,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  dredged  channel  at 
Southwest  Pass  must  have  suffered  serious  detention  and  loss.  This 
must  continue  to  be  the  case  until  after  the  jetty-channel  may  be  reli- 
ably established.  Even,  after  that,  it  will  be  advisable  to  hold  the 
dredges  in  readiness  to  open  a  channel,  should  the  navigation  of  the 
South  Pass  be  impaired  by  the  re-formation  of  bars  at  its  river  and 
Gulf  ends,  or  by  shoaling  in  the  body  of  the  pass,  or  by  destruction  of 
the  jetty- works,  either  by  storms,  by  the  teredo,  or  by  undermining. 

DREDOE-BOATS,  ETC. 

The  dredge-boats  and  other  vessels  employed  on  the  work  have  been 
kept  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation,  but  owing  to  the  possibility  of  sns- 
pcfnsion  at  some  time  during  the  year,  and  also  because  of  the  smallness 
of  appropriation,  which  was  but  two-thirds  of  that  estimated  as  neces- 
sary, many  repairs  which,  in  the  interest  of  future  economy,  should  have 
been  made,  were  postponed.  If  found  necessary  to  work  the  dredges 
after  November  next,  extensive  repair  should  be  provided  for. 

As  deterioration  is  rapid  in  this  climate,  the  repair  that  will  be  called 
for  cannot  now  be  definitely  specified  or  estimated  for. 

SURVEYS,  ETC. 

In  connection  with  the  work  the  following-named  surveys,  observa- 
tions, &c.,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Collins,  civil  assistant  en- 
gineer, were  made  during  the  year : 

August  28  to  September  10, 1876. — ^Making  deep-sea  snrvey  at  Soathwest  Pass  and- 
SoQtb  Pass. 

September  11  to  September  18. — Sarvey  with  lannch  out  to  130  feet  at  Soathwest  Pass. 

S^tember  19  to  25.— Saivey  of  bar  at  Southwest  Pass. 

September  29.— Survey  fVom  wreck  to  Snake  Island,  Sonthwest  Pass. 

Januarjff  1877. — Made  trip  to  city  with  launch  to  test  for  salt-  water  in  the  river. 

January  31. — Went  to  bead  of  passes  to  establish  some  new  bench-marks  where  the 
old  ones  were  liable  to  be  washed  away. 

February  2  to  4. — ^Made  a  sarvey  of  the  channel  at  Soathwest  Pass. 

February  15  to  19. — Made  sarvey  of  Pass  f^  TOutre,  from  light  to  .30  feet  deep  oatside 
the  bar,  and  sounded  cross-sections  up  Pass  k  TOntre  and  Northeast  Pass. 

February  20  to  28.— Made  sarvey  of  Soathwest  Pass  out  to  40-foot  carve. 

March  7. — ^Made  cross-sections  of  the  river  at  Cubitt's  Gap,  and  a  few  soundings  in 
Cabitt's  Gap. 

May  19  to  23. — Soundings  in  Cubitus  Gap  and  cross-sections  of  passes. 

Current-measures  and  cross-sections : 

September  28, 1876. — Current-measures  on  bar,  Southwest  Pass. 

March  ^  to  11, 1877. — Current-measures  and  cross-seocions  at  Northeast  Pass  and 
Southwest  Pass  for  velocity  and  discharge. 

May  19  to  22. — Remeasured  cross-sections  at  Southwest  Pass  and  Northeast  Pass,  and 
made  current-measures  for  velocity  and  discharge. 

Mr.  Collins,  when  not  in  the  field,  was  employed  in  compiling  and 
arranging  the  results  of  previous  work  of  the  same  character.  This  has 
proven  a  greater  and  more  delicate  task  than  it  was  at  first  conceived 
to  be,  and  while  progress  is  being  made  in  it,  no  time  can  be  set  for  its 
satisfactory  completion.  The  charts  relating  to  the  three  main  passes 
number  175.  The  separation  of  these  into  classes  according  to  merit, 
locality,  and  extent;  their  consolidation  into  the  form  of  comparative 
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charts,  and  the  reduction  of  these  to  a  scale  suitable  for  publicatiou,  has 
beeu  of  itself  a  work  requiring  much  time  and  labor. 

The  preparation  of  river,  tide,  and  wind  diagrams ;  the  observations 
for  velocities  of  current  at  various  places  and  at  various  stages  of  the 
river ;  observations  for  volume  of  discharge  of  the  river  and  its  passes 
under  conditions  causing  change,  and  observations  for  quantity  of  mate- 
rial carried  in  suspension  by  the  river-water  and  pushed  along  the  bot- 
tom of  the  passes ;  to^^ether  with  the  computations  and  tabulations  nec- 
essary to  put  the  results  in  shape,  have  also  consumed  much  time.  Con- 
clusions could  not  safely  be  put  forth  while  this  work  was  yet  incomplete. 

The  work  of  survey  and  observation  being  dependent  on  such  means 
as  could  be  spared  from  the  work  of  dredging,  could  not  be  pushed  as 
it  might  have  been  under  an  adequate  special  appropriation,  and  my 
own  time  has  been  so  taken  up  with  other  matters  demanding  attention 
that  I  have  only  been  able  at  times  to  study  the  results  obtained. 

Some  of  the  most  important  conclusions  drawn  from  study  of  the  data 
presented  by  these  surveys  and  observations  being  of  interest  at  the 
present  time",  I  will  outline.  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  I  believe,  has  been 
furnished  the  data  on  which  the  conclusions  are  based. 

BAR  ADVANCE. 

In  treating  this  subject  heretofore,  the  crest  of  bar  has  been  taken  for 
measurement  of  advance  of  the  bars  proper,  and  from  observations, 
carried  through  a  comparatively  short  period,  of  material  carried  in  sus- 
pension by  the  river  to  the  Gulf,  estimates  have  been  made  of  deposit 
in  the  Gulf — of  that  deposit  which  forms  the  foundation  of  the  bars 
proper. 

As  the  bar  crests  may  have  their  location  variously  assumed  by  dif- 
ferent persons,  and  knowing  that  20  feet  was  the  greatest  depth  of  chan- 
nel claimed  over  any  one  bar  during  the  time  covered  by  actual  survey, 
my  measurements  of  bar  advance  are  based  on  advance  of  the  outer  20- 
foot  contours. 

From  these  measurements  for  Pass  a  I'Outre,  Southwest  Pass,  and 
South  Pass,  it  appears  that  since  1860  the  mean  annual  rate  of  advance 
has  decreased.  This  may  be  due  to  the  opening  of  Cubitt's  Gap,  through 
which  a  large  volume  of  water  has  been  discharging  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  time  stated.  Like  all  crevasses,  this  one  presents  a  deep 
basin  between  the  river  and  the  subdelta,  which  it  is  rapidly  forming. 

During  the  low  stage  of  the  river  this  basin  has  not  been  found  less 
than  112  feet  in  depth,  nor  during  the  flood  stage  less  than  127  feet, 
while  the  depthjof  the  river  opposite  is  but  5-4  feet. 

The  contours  of  the  river  opposite  the  crevasse,  as  well  as  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  crevasse  subdelta  is  being  built  up,  suggest  that  a  large 
amount  of  the  material  moved  along  the  river-bottom  to  this  point  is 
drawn  into  the  crevaswe  by  the  vertical  eddy  thrown  out  toward  the 
Gulf,  and  there  carried  by  the  swift  current  to  aid  in  building  up  the 
shoals  beyond.  In  no  other  way  can  the  rapid  growth  of  the  **  Cubitf' 
subdelta  or  of  the  "  Jump"  subdelta  be  accounted  for. 

This  abstraction,  above  the  Head  of  the  Passes,  of  material  that  would 
otherwise  have  gone  to  the  bars  of  the  main  passes,  I  have  no  doubt 
truly  explains  the  noted  decrease  in  mean[^annual  rate  of  advance  of  bar 
proper. 

Gulfward  of  the  bars  proper,  which  I  assume  to  extend  out  to  depths 
of  120  feet,  begins  the  bar  foundation  made  up  by  deposit  of  material 
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carried  in  suspension  by  the  river  waters,  aud  in  order  of  its  specific 
gravity,  gradually  deposited  by  its  carrier. 

The  distance  from  the  bars  proper,  at  which  deposit  begins,  is  as 
variable  as  the  stage  of  the  river,  and  as  the  winds  which  disturb  the 
waters  of  the  Gulf  and  change  the  direction  of  discharge  of  the  river 
outlets. 

The  dividing  line  between  bar  proper  and  bar  foundation  has  been 
assumed  at  120  feet  depths  in  the  Oulf,  because  at  about  this  depth 
marked  evidence  of  mud-lump  action  ceases  and  marked  deposit  begins. 

The  surveys  covering  this  bar  foundation  off  the  three  main  passes, 
out  as  far  as  depths  of  300  and  350  feet,  show  conclusively  that  the 
growth  of  this  foundation  has  been  greatly  underestimated  in  the  past. 

Profiles  are  submitted  herewith,  marked  "A,"  which  warrant  the  be- 
lief that  if  bar  foundation  several  miles  gulfward  of  the  bars  proper  of 
Southwest  Pass  continues  at  the  rate  shown  for  the  time  covered  by 
these  surveys,  it  will,  within  a  few  years,  come  to  the  surface.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  Pass  ^  I'Outre  and  South  Pass,  as  the  following  memo- 
randum of  measurements  will  show : 

MEMORANDUM. 

The  fill  at  Southwest  Pass,  7^  miles  out  from  the  bar,  between  the 
surveys  of  March,  1874,  and  September,  1876  ,including  three  high-river 
periods,  would  take  it  to  the  surface  in  fifteen  times  as  long,  or  forty- 
five  years.  At  60,000  feet  out  the  fill  was  one-tenth  the  depth,  giving 
thirty  years  to  reach  the  surface  at  that  place  at  the  same  rate. 

Since  Captain  Talcott's  survey,  in  1838,  the  till,  at  57,000  feet  out,  has 
been  620  feet,  which  at  the  same  rate  continued  would  carry  it  to  the 
surface  in  eighteen  years. 

The  surveys  at  South  Pass,  in  1874  and  1876,  include  two  high-river 
periods,  and  off  the  bar  the  fill  is  one-eleventh  the  depth  of  water  at 
25,000  leet  from  the  crest,  at  which  rate  it  would  take  twenty-two  years 
to  reach  the  surface;  on  a  line  farther  east  it  would  take  twenty-eight 
years,  and  on  the  west  line  of  soundings  it  would  take  twenty -six  years. 

At  Pa«s  d.  I'Outre  profiles  give  a  period  of  but  one  year,  and  the  fill 
at  7^  miles  out  was  one-thirtieth  of  the  depth. 

This  may  well  be  considered  a  startling  development,  because  it  sug- 
gests prolongation  of  the  main  stem  of  the  river  within  a  comparatively 
brief  period,  and  with  such  prolongation  the  definite  abandonment  of  all 
human  effort  to  secure  or  maintain  a  *^  great  open  river-mouth,"  suited 
to  the  wants  of  commerce. 

With  the  map  of  Louisiana  before  me  I  venture  to  trace  four  great 
eras  marked  by  main-stem  prolongation,  taking  the  topographical  fea- 
tures east  of  the  main  stem  of  the  river  and  below  the  mouth  of  Ked 
Biver  as  my  guide. 

The  first  subdelta  terminated  with  the  inclosure  of  Lake  Maurepas. 
The  first  main-stem  prolongation  terminated  in  the  formation  of  sub- 
delta  which  inclosed  Lake  Pontchartrain,  the  second  with  that  which 
shut  in  Lake  Borgne,  the  third  with  that  which  formed  the  subdelta  on 
which  Ports  Jackson  and  Saint  Philip  are  built,  and  the  fourth  in  the 
present  subdelta. 

It  is  noted  that  the  last  two  subdeltas  are  smaller  than  those  which 
preceded  them,  and  the  reason  for  this  is  quite  apparent.  On  account  ot 
their  protrusion  they  have  been  more  exposed  to  the  battering  of  the 
waves,  and  the  advance  of  shore-line  has  thus  been  retarded,  while  the 
building  of  the  bar  foundation  has  been  accelerated. 
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Attention  is  called  to  tbis,  that  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  sabdelta 
now  supposed  to  have  nearly  completed  its  cycle  of  formation  is  quite 
as  large  as  the  one  just  preceding  it.  It  is  further  noted  that  each  pro- 
longation of  main  stem  has  been  made  in  a  general  southeasterly  direc- 
tion, or,  so  to  speak,  in  the  face  of  the  prevailing  winds.  This  fact  fur- 
nishes reason  to  think  that  future  prolongation  will  be  made  through 
the  Northeast  Pass  rather  than  through  the  narrow  South  Pass,  or 
through  *'Cubitt's  Gap.'' 

Further  reason  is  offered  by  the  observed  fact  that  the  more  easterly 
passes  are  comparatively  shortlived. 

Of  the  many  such  that  have  existed,  and  that  can  yet  be  traced,  all 
but  two — ''Cubitt's  Gap"  and  "North  Pass'' — are  extinct,  while  the 
latter  has  been  closing  rapidly  within  the  past  ten  years. 

Since  1838  the  Southeastern  Pa«s,  at  its  head,  has  gradually  shoaled, 
and  now  presents  but  a  depth  of  27  feet  at  low-tide,  low  river,  where  it 
then  presented  48  feet. 

The  South  Pass  at  its  head  also  shoaled,  but  in  a  less  degree,  up  to 
the  present  year,  when  by  artificial  works  it  was  deepened  on  the  South- 
west  Pass  side,  while  during  the  same  period  the  Northeast  Pass  but 
slightly  shoaled  the  bar  at  its  head. 

As  profiles  A  are  presented  simply  as  a  fair  tvpe  of  the  many  bar- 
foundation  sections  that  have  been  made,  so  are  profiles  B  herewith  sim- 
ply as  a  type  of  bar  proper  sections,  and  to  illustrate  some  remarks  on 
the  part  taken  by  the  mud-lump  formation  in  the  work  of  bar-building. 

It  was  long  ago  observed  that  the  rise  of  mud-lumps  above  the  sur- 
face of  the  water  was,  with  rare  exceptions,  confined  to  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  outer-bar  crests,  and  that  as  the  bars  advanced  into  the 
Gulf,  leaving  behind  the  lumps  on  the  sides  of  the  horseshoe-shaped 
crests,  these  latter  lumps  were  gradually  beaten  down  by  the  waves  and 
lost  in  the  extension  of  the  marshy  shores  of  the  passes,  while  those  in 
front  disappeared  after  a  comparatively  brief  existence. 

Our  surveys  serve  to  explain  this  phenomenon,  and  lead  to  interesting 
conclusions  as  to  the  cause  of  mud-lump  formation,  and  as  to  the  impor- 
tant part  it  plays  in  the  advance  of  bar  proper.  The  outer  slopes  of  the 
bars  of  the  three  main  passes  surveyed  are  found  to  consist  of  series 
of  hilly  ridges,  which  are  nearly  parallel  to  each  other  and  to  the  outer 
crests  of  their  bars. 

These  hillocks  and  ridges  are  incipient  mud-lumps  with  their  connec- 
tions, and  seem  to  be  due  to  the  gradual  upheaval  of  the  whole  mud- 
lump  stratum. 

They  advance  gulfward  as  the  bars  advance,  but  at  a  lesser  rate,  so 
that  they  are  gradually  absorbed  and  lost  in  the  body  of  the  bars  or  in 
the  advancing  shore  formation.  As  they  move  forward  they  gradually 
rise,  and  the  peaks  become  sharper  and  sharper  until  they  reach  the  sur- 
face near  the  bar-crest. 

Tbo^e  in  front  of  the  pass,  as  before  remarked,  are  then  lost  and  do 
not  re-appear,  even  after  the  deep  water  inside  the  pass  has  advanced  to 
the  place  of  their  first  appearance  above  water.  Those  on  the  sides,  on 
the  contrary,  remain  above  water,  are  subject  to  steady  enlargement  by 
the  action  of  weather  and  waves,  combined  with  continued  gradual  up- 
heaval and  occasional  violent  disturbance,  like  that  which  in  April,  1875, 
in  a  few  hours  necessitated  the  abandonment  of  Pass  k  I'Outre  and  caused 
the  partial  closure  of  North  Pass.  From  these  and  other  observed  facts 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  rise  of  mud-lumps  is  entirely  due 
to  pressure,  and  this  I  will  explain,  using  Diagram  G  to  illustrate.  The 
diagram  represents  a  section  along  the  axis  of  a  pass.    On  the  diagram, 
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A  B  is  taken  to  represent  the  original  Gulf  bottom.  C,  C,  C,  &c.,  tbat 
stratum  of  material,  carried  by  the  river-water,  the  farthest  from  the 
bar-crests,  and  in  part  made  up  of  the  vegetable  matter  from  which 
comes  the  ^^ marsh  gas"  emitted  from  ruptured  mud  lumps.  D  D'  D' 
represents  the  plastic  blue-clay  stratum  overlying  this.  B  and  F  rep- 
resent the  heavier  deposits  inside  and  outside  the  crests  of  the  bars  and 
resting  upon  this  clay  stratum.  G  represents  the  mass  of  deposit  which 
during  the  lower  stages  of  the  river  makes  in  the  bed  of  the  river  and  its 
passes,  and  which,  after  mid-stage,  is  rapidly  moved  down  upon  the  bars. 
Immediately  after  this  mass  G  begins  to  accumulate  upon  the  inner 
slopes  of  the  bars,  the  rise  of  lumps  outside  the  bar-crests  becomes  very 
marked,  as  does  also  the  advance  of  the  crests.  It  appears  probable 
that  during  the  lower  stages  of  the  riv^er,  the  deposit  E  is  nearly  bal- 
anced by  F;  hence,  as  observed,  there  is  during  that  period  but  little 
change  in  position  or  shape  of  lumps,  and  that  little  such  as  can  be 
traced  to  wave  and  weather  action  ;  but  when  G  is  added  to  E  the  equi- 
librium is  at  once  disturbed.  The  added  weight  presses  D  down  upon 
the  soft  mass  C,  0  0,  and  through  this  the  pressure  is  transmitted  to  D' 
D'  and  there  resisted  by  the  weight  of  F — a  weight  which  increases 
with  distance  from  the  bar-crests,  and  is  comparatively  stationary,  while 
O  is  a  moving  mass  of  supposed  nearly  uniform  thickness.  The  rela- 
tions between  E  and  F  explain  why  it  is  that  mud-lump  ridges  and  peaks 
become  flatter  and  less  in  height  as  they  are  more  and  more  distant  from 
their  bar-crests.  The  pressure  transmitted  through  C,  C  C,  &c.,  causes 
the  most  apparent  and  rapid  changes  along  the  line  of  least  resistance, 
which  is  evidently  a  line  just  outside  the  bar-crests. 

The  part  this  formation  plays  in  the  formation  of  bar  proper  is  an  im- 
portant one.  I  have  called  the  formation  the  nucleus  of  bar  formation. 
It  presents  a  stubborn  though  slowly  retreating  barrier  to  the  formation, 
by  the  river-current  or  by  artificial  means,  of  a  deep  channel  through 
the  bars  it  guards.  Its  corrugations  catch  and  retain  in  place  the  heav- 
iest deposits  brought  by  the  river  to  its  bars,  and  its  gradual  upheaval 
and  gulfward  advance  is  apparently  beyond  control.  Channels  have 
been  dredged  through  it,  but  experience  has  shown  that  to  maintain 
them  the  labor  must  be  as  unintermitting  as  the  action  of  the  natural 
forces  contended  against.  It  is  apparently  the  conservative  element  of 
bar-proper  formation,  since,  wherever  found  active,  the  bar  is  distin- 
guished by  the  steep  outer  slope  ;  by  a  nearly  uniform  annual  advance 
and  a  nearly  equal  normal  depth  of  channel  for  all  stages  of  the  river. 
Such  bars  are  never  subject  to  rapid  alteration  in  shape  or  depth  of 
channel  from  the  violent  action  of  storms,  and  when  artificially  dis- 
turbed, within  a  wonderfully  short  period  all  evidence  of  such  disturb- 
ance is  obliterated. 

It  is  different  with  the  bars  of  decayed  passes  and  with  those  far  ad- 
vanced in  decadence.  With  these  the  mud-lump  formation  has  disap- 
peared, though  lying  dormant  beneath  them. 

The  causes  which,  in  the  prime  of  these  passes,  brought  it  to  the  sur- 
face have  long  been  in  equilibrium.  The  bar  proper,  with  its  st^ep  Gulf 
.  slope,  has  in  consequence  been  lost  in  the  gradual  building  up  of  bar 
formation  and  replaced  by  the  long,  gentle  slope  that  characterizes  this. 
The  Atchafalaya,  the  Lafourche,  and  the  Jump,  which  are  yet  very  con- 
siderable passes,  present  examples. 

The  Southwest  Pass  is  evidently  in  the  earlier  stages  of  decadence, 
judging  from  the  shoaling  at  its  head,  the  decreasing  rate  of  advance  of 
its  bar,  and  the  rapid  building  up  in  tlie  Gulf  in  front  of  it. 

The  South  Pass  had  far  advanced  toward  decay;  its  mud-lumps  had 
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become  dormant  bat  bad  not  all  disappeared ;  it  remains  to  be  seen  if 
the  new  conditions  imx)osed  upon  the  pass  do  not  bring  them  to  life  and 
renewed  activity. 

The  old  Balize  branch  of  the  Northeast  Pass  appears  far  advanced  in 
decay,  having  bat  aboat  5  feet  of  water  across  its  bar,  and  as  it  has 
been  narrowing  rapidly  at  its  head.  The  Pass  d.  POatre  branch,  on  the 
contrary,  for  the  past  few  years  has  presented  an  example  of  remarka- 
ble mad-lump  activity,  and  has,  more  nearly  than  any  other  pass,  main- 
tained its  mean  annaal  rate  of  advance  of  bar  proper. 

Sabjects  of  investigation,  other  than  those  suggested  by  the  above, 
have  sufficient  data  collected  for  their  consideration,  but  this  has  not  yet 
been  sufficiently  studied.  It  seems,  however,  that  they  will  bear  out  the 
following  conclusions : 

1.  That  when  the  river  is  in  flood,  and  the  Carrollton  gauge-reading 
about  9  feet  or  over,  there  is  a  broad,  thick  sheet  of  deposit,  which 
makes  in  the  bed  of  the  river  and  passes  duiing  the  lower  stages,  that 
i«  sloughed  along  the  bottom  and  so  carried  over  the  bar-crests  and 
dumped  on  the  outer  slope  of  the  bar^  proper. 

2.  That  this  movement  ceases  at  or  very  near  the  point  where  the 
river-water  commences  rising  upon  the  salt-water  of  the  Gulf  or  at  the 
so  called  ^'Dead  Angle,"  the  existence  and  location  of  which  have  been 
clearly  established  by  numerous  observations  made  at  various  stages  of 
the  river.  The  attending  phenomenon,  a  refluent  current,  has  been  ob- 
served, and  where  of  considerable  velocity  it  has  been  measured^  as  also 
the  velocity  of  the  river-current.  It  has  been  observed  that  even  at  a 
high  «tage  of  the  river  the  moving  mass  on  the  bottom  has  been  checked 
in  its  movement  by  a  rising  tide. 

3.  Observation  for  amounts  of  material  carried  in  suspension  by  the 
river-water,  at  various  points  in  the  river  and  its  passes,  on  the  crests 
and  inner  and  outer  slopes  of  the  bars,  and  at  various  stages  of  the 
river,  does  not  disclose  any  relation  between  velocity  of  current  depth  and 
width  of  cross-section  and  the  amount  carried.  The  assumption  that 
this  amount  is  directly  proportioned  to  the  velocity  of  current  modified 
by  depth  is  evidently  an  error.  As  nothing  but  assertion  has  yet  been 
presented  in  its  support  it  is  perhaps  not  worth  noticing. 

4.  Observations  for  a  littoral  current  show  conclusively  that  what  has 
been  mistaken  for  such  are  currents  mainly  if  not  wholly  due  to  the 
winds.  Their  direction  changes  with  the  wind,  as  also  does  the  direc- 
tion of  the  river's  discharge,  thus  causing  a  nearly  uniform  deposit  over 
the  whole  face  of  the  delta. 

The  assumption  that  these  variable  currents  in  being  transmitted 
through  and  underneath  the  river-discharge  cause  scour  of  bottom  has 
lately  been  added  to  the  other  assumption  of  a  littoral  current,  with  its 
elsewhere-observed  efifects.  Measurement  over  an  area  of  51  acres 
directly  in  front  of  the  works  at  South  Pass  has  been  cited  in  evidence 
of  this  scour. 

The  fact  that  the  works  at  South  Pass  raise  the  surface  of  the  water 
at  their  head  indicates  another,  namely,  that  when  the  water  is  allowed 
to  spread  at  their  outer  ends,  some  of  the  phenomena  attending  cre- 
vasses should  be  observed,  and  the  most  important  of  these  is  the  vertical 
eddy  by  which  a  series  of  deep  basins  is  made  in  and  beyond  the  throat 
of  the  crevasse,  with  shoals  beyond  them. 

Tho  work  is  located  in  the  coUection-diatrict  of  New  Orleans,  and  near  the  light- 
house at  Southwest  Pass.    It  is  not  susceptible  of  permanent  completion. 

Whole  amount  appropriated (1,327,224  38 

Whole  amount  expended 1,310,539  63 

28  E 
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Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $22,894  04 

Amoaut  appropriated  by  aot  approved  August  14, 1876 100,  COO  00 

122,894  04 

July  1, 1877,  amouot  expended  durins  fiscal  year $106,209  49 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities , 5,923  77 

112, 133  26 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 10,760  78 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^  1879 .  $150, 000  00 

ABSTRACT  OP  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  IMPROVING  MOUTH  OF  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  FOR  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

Board $131  86 

Barge 1,769  90 

Crescent  City  ^ , 666  34 

End-dock  Boow 1,521  62 

Essayons,  machinery 5,868  42 

Essayons,  deck - 3,440  27 

Launch 755  34 

Material 5,007  48 

McAlester,  machinery 11,052  99 

McAlester,  deck 1,862  10 

Medicines 51  15 

Provisions - 9,161  25 

Rent 1,311  00 

Service 44,753  16 

Stationery 399  56 

Telegrams 444  37 

Transportation 3,578  93 

Coal 14,443  75^ 

Total 106,209  49 
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J  2. 

nfPEOVEMENT  OF  ENTRANCE  TO  GALVESTON  HARBOR,  TEXAS. 

This  work  has  progressed  daring  the  year  aDder  very  nnfavorable  cir- 
camstaDceSy  arising  mainly  from  retention  of  the  appropriation  made  for 
it.  Because  of  this  retention,  early  in  Jaly  it  was  found  necessary  to 
snspend  operations,  and  it  was  the  middle  of  September  before  resump- 
tion was  made  possible,  by  release  of  a  portion  of  the  money  appropri- 
ated for  the  year.  Thus  the  most  favorable  season  for  construction  was 
lost,  our  skilled  labor  scattered,  and  plant  deteriorated.  On  resumption, 
it  was  thought  best  to  confine  operations  daring  those  months  unfavor 
able  for  construction  (the  winter  and  spring  months)  to  the  collection 
of  material  required  on  the  work ;  to  its  conversion  into  the  forms  used 
in  construction ;  to  the  procurement  of  labor-saving  means  for  such  con- 
version, and  for  the  handling  of  material ;  to  the  repair,  preservation, 
and  improvement  of  the  plant  provided  for  the  construction  parties;  to 
the  completion  of  buildings  planned  for  quarters,  workshops,  and  store- 
houses, with  their  out-buildings,  cisterns,  &c.,  and  to  the  continuation 
of  surveys. 

For  information  regarding  the  extent  to  which  this  project  was  car- 
ried, reference  is  made  to  appended  extracts  from  the  annual  report  of 
the  officer  in  superintendence,  and  from  the  reports  of  his  principal 
assistants  referred  to  therein.  Again,  early  in  January,  suspension  was 
forced  by  lack  of  means  to  carry  on  the  work,  and  resumption  made 
possible  in  February  by  release  of  the  balance  of  appropriation.  Since, 
the  work  has  been  carried  on  without  such  embarrassment. 

The  continuance  of  work  during  the  present  year,  with  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  last  year,  is  being  conducted  so  that  should  Congress 
make  early  appropriation  for  its  further  continuance  another  suspension 
may  possibly  be  avoided. 

The  well-known  importance  of  attaining  the  object  for  which  the  work 
was  designed ;  the  fact  that  the  work,  so  far  as  completed,  has  effected 
the  changes  at  first  claimed  for  it ;  and  the  further  fact  that  property, 
roughly  valued  at  $100,000,  is  on  hand  for  its  continuance,  (enough 
to  complete  8,000  feet  of  gabionade,)  will  no  doubt  warrant  the  eariy 
appropriation  for  the  work  of  the  amount  hereinafter  recommended. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  work  in  the  manufacturing-yard  at  Boli- 
var Point  will  be  found  in  the  extract  from  the  report  of  Overseer  Will- 
iam Lane. 

The  work  for  the  improvement  of  the  inner  bar,  after  one  tier  of 
gabions  was  carried  out  to  a  depth  of  23  feet,  was  suspended  (except  that 
for  repair  of  pile  pier)  to  await  the  building  up  of  the  shoal  on  its  Oulf 
side  and  the  pushing  out  of  the  swash-channel  about  its  outer  end. 

The  charts  herewith  show  that  the  desired  results  are  being  obtained. 

The  work  for  the  improvement  of  the  outer  bar  was  not  commenced 
until  the  middle  of  April.  It  has  progressed  slowly.  Work  during  the 
balance  of  the  present  season  will  be  mainly  confined  to  it,. as  it  appears- 
unnecessary  to  further  improve  the  inner-bar  channel  until  an  equal 
depth  is  provided  picross  the  outer  bar. 

Some  exact  data  on  which  to  base  estimate  were  obtained  during  the 
year,  and  are  presented  in  the  report  of  the  officer  in  superintendence.. 

The  cost  of  all  material  on  board  scows,  and  ready  to  be  towed  ta- 
gabioqade,  may  now  be  stated  as  follows : 
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From  exact  data  preeented  by  the  officer  in  anperintendence,  cost  of  material  on 
8COWB,  ready  for  oonBtructioni  for  1  foot  in  length  of  gabionade,  6  feet  high  and 
6feet  wide, is $8  47 

Add  for  the  following  items  not  given,  viz : 

Dead-oil  In  tops,  percentage  for  overseer,  foreman,  and  cooks 45 

Total ,     8  92 

This  cost  of  manafacture  exceeds  my  original  estimate  based  on  the 
experimental  work  at  Fort  Saint  Philip.  It  greatly  exceeds  the  cost  of 
mannfacture  as  famished  me  for  presentation  in  my  annual  report  for 
1875,  and  on  which  I  based  a  revised  estimate  for  the  whole  work,  yet 
for  reasons  which  may  hereafter  appear  1  shall  not  submit  a  new  esti- 
mate. 

When  the  original  estimate  was  made,  as  the  work  was  novel  in  every 
feature  except  that  of  general  plan,  the  only  foundation  for  estimate  was 
that  given  by  the  results  of  experimental  manufacture  of  gabions  at 
Eort  Saint  Philip;  a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  material  and  labor,  and 
ten  months'  observation  of  the  conditions  presented  at  the  entrance  to 
Galveston  Harbor,  and  due  to  the  winds,  waves,  and  tidal  currents  which 
govern  the  work  of  construction.  The  oflBcer  in  superintendence  up  to 
May,  1876,  made  many  changes  in  construction,  approved  by  me,  which 
enable'd  him  to  report  a  cost  less  than  my  original  estimate.  On  the 
strength  of  this  I  reduced  estimate. 

In  the  mean  time  certain  questions  relating  to  the  work  were  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Engineers  detailed  to  consider  the  original  project,  and 
it  was  suggested  (suggestion  not  embodied  in  report)  that  the  gabions 
should  be  made  stronger,  the  methods  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
engineer  in  charge.  It  was  also  recommended  that  mats  be  placed  under- 
neath, at  the  sides,  and  in  front  of  the  gabionade  to  prevent  settlement 
and  scour  in  advance. 

Oompliance  with  these  recommendations  h^s  increased  the  cost  of 
manufacture,  but,  at  the  same  time,  while  the  additions  made  to  the 
gabions  themselves  have  perhaps  unnecessarily  added  to  their  strength, 
the  saving  in  settlement  from  use  of  mats  has  been  such  as  to  make  two 
rows  of  gabions,  and  in  places  one  row,  answer  the  same  purpose  as  the 
several  rows  provided  for  in  the  original  design. 

This  is  a  partial  offset  to  increased  cost  of  manufacture.  It  now  ap- 
pears probable,  judging  from  effects  produced  by  the  inner-bar  work, 
that  the  Bolivar  gabionade  need  not  be  carried  out  so  far  as  the  outer- 
bar  crest  to  produce  every  desirable  result — perhaps  a  gabionade  2^  or 
3  miles  in  length  will  answer,  and  for  this  we  have  provided  for  about 
8,000  feet. 

The  cost  of  construction  must  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year; 
no  good  approximation  can  be  offered.  All  things  considered,  I  think 
it  best  to  hold  to  my  last  estimate. 

I  beg  leave  to  again  respectfully  represent  in  oflScial  report  that  I  am 
convinced,  from  such  experience  as  I  have  had,  that  if  any  work  of  river 
or  harbor  improvement  is  worth  undertaking  it  should  be  provided  for 
by  adequate  and  timely  appropriation.  This  work  of  which  I  report  is 
no  doubt  one  of  importance,  and  to  enable  the  engineer  intrusted  with 
its  conduct  to  carry  out  his  approved  plans  with  the  greatest  credit  to 
himself  and  the  least  cost  to  the  United  States  it  is  no  doubt  desirable, 
at  least  so  long  as  the  work  is  continued  at  the  expense  of  the  (Tnited 
States,  to  have  it  conducted  in  the  most  economical  manner. 

This  cannot  be  done  so  long  as  the  recommendations  of  the  engineer 
in  charge,  as  to  amount  of  appropriation  for  each  year,  are  partly  dis- 
regard^ and  appropriation  based  less  on  these  recommendations  than  on 
considerations  foreign  to  the  work. 
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The  recominendatioD  this  year  is  tbat  the  balance  of  estimate,  1207,740, 
be  appropriated  for  the  work.  This  amoant  is  more  than  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  present  fiscal  year.  It  will  be  enough  to  provide  for  con- 
duct of  the  work  during  the  next  fiscal  year. 

It  cannot  safely  be  said  that  it  will  be  enough  to  complete  the  work, 
but,  by  having  it  available  so  that  suspensions  may  be  avoided,  it  will 
come  nearer  eliecting  completion  than  if  appropnated  in  driblets. 

When  my  last  annual  report  was  written  it  was  thought  tbat  the  work 
might  be  let  out  at  contract.  It  was  thought  that  as  an  experiment  it 
had  progressed  fUr  enough  to  furnish  reliable  contractors  with  data  for 
making  intelligent  bids. 

Withholding  of  appropriation  made  it  necessary  to  continue  the  work 
by  day's  labor  and  purchase  in  open  market^  as  the  means  for  this  were 
placed  at  command. 

From  the  ^experience  gained  during  the  past  year,  I  now  think  it  ad- 
visable to  recommend  that  the  work  of  manufacture  be  continued  aa 
heretofore,  inasmuch  as  at  least  a  three  months'  supply  must  be  always 
kept,  for  the  purpose  of  fully  seasoning,  in  advance  of  construction,  and 
as  the  increased  exposure  of  the  gabionade  as  it  progresses  toward  the 
crest  of  the  outer  bar  may  necessitate  addition,  to  secure  desirable 
strength,  the  character  and  cost  of  which  addition  can  only  be 'ascer- 
tained after  they  are  found  necessary,  and  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  a 
difficult  matter  to  provide  in  specifications  for  possibilities  in  such  ex- 
act terms  as  to  prevent  claim  for  extra  labor  and  expense  on  the  part  of 
contractors. 

I  think  there  is  a  greater  certainty  of  having  this  branch  of  the  work 
well  done  under  the  present  system  (and  as  cheaply  done)  than  if  con- 
tracted for.  It  is,different  with  the  work  of  construction ;  this  can  be 
covered  by  exact  specifications,  and  the  contractor  left  to  battle  with 
all  the  conditions  adverse  to  construction  in  his  own  way,  at  his  own 
risk,  and  with  such  plant  as  the  work  now  offers  for  this  purpose, 
together  with  such  other  as  he  may  see  fit  to  add  at  his  own  expense. 

Should  Congress  make  farther  and  adequate  appropriation,  and  this 
be  made  available,  I  will  make  recommendation  as  suggested  above. 

The  collector  of  the  port  of  Galveston  has  courteously  furnished  the 
following  commercial  statistics : 

At  this  port  during  the  year  from  Jnly  1, 1276,  to  Jane  30, 1877,  there  was  collected 
$94,575.46,  and  of  thia  amoniit  the  dnties  on  merohandlae  received  In  bond  amoonted 
to  12,185.76. 


Te«89l0. 

'   Entries. 

ClearvMes. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

T0Q8, 

AmerioftD  ooMt       ^»  ^x^       a                  ^  .        ^    a 

387 
51 
115 

408,003 
%i,371 
77,015 

301 

46 

104 

983,793 

Ameiioan,'  foreign I.. 

81,234 

IVireicn 

71,791 

553 

500,379 

451 

356,817 

Value  of  exports  shipped  to  fgreiffn  oountries  dnrinff  the  year  ending  December  31, 
1876,  $14,877,141.  ^ 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  and  the  nearest  light-house 
is  that  on  Bolivar  Point. 

Original  estimate |1, 259, 446  43 

Revised  estimate 559,740  00 

Wboleamount  appropriated ,., 352,000  00 

Whole  amount  expended 307,J935  47 
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Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  araoont  available $18,749  98 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 142, 000  00 

1160,749  98 

July  1, 1877y  amount  expended  during  6soal  year , .  116, 685  45 

July  1, 1877,  outotanding  liabilities 8,011  93 

124,697  38 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 36,052  60 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project .  .• 207, 740  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  ^cal  year  ending  June  30, 1879    150, 000  00 


extract  from  report  of  lieutenant  c.  e.  l.  b.  davis,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Galveston,  Texae^  July  2, 1877. 

8ir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  for  improving 
the  h}irbor  of  Galveston,  Texas,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Ou  July  10, 1876, 1  received  telegraphic  instructions  from  you  to  suspend  work  im- 
mediately, the  balance  of  the  appropriation  being  barely  sufficient  to  pay  outstauding 
indebtedness;  to  retain  Messrs.  Ripley  and  Talfor,  assistant  engineers,  and  such  em- 
ploy^ as  might  be  necessary  to  properly  care  for  public  property ;  also,  to  go  to  New 
Orleans,  for  consultation  with  you,  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  work  would  permit 
me  to  do  so. 

On  September  2,  being  at  that  time  in  New  Orleans,  I  received  orders  from  you  to 
proceed  to  Galveston,  Texas,  and  resume  the  superintendence  of  the  work  for  improv- 
ing the  harbor  at  that  place.  Ou  the  Uth  of  the  same  mouth  you  telegraphed  me  from 
Washington  t^  go  ahead  with  the  work. 

I  put  on  a  force  of  72  meu,  and  resumed  the  manufacture  of  gabions  and  the  collec-  ■ 
tion  of  material  for  ihe  construction  of  the  gabionade;  also  the  construction  of  new 
buildings  for  office,  draugh ting-room,  and  quarters  of  the  assistant  engineerH. 

Everything  was  progrt^ssing  favorably  up  to  January  8,  1877,*when,  in  obedience  to 
verbal  instructions  from  you,  I  commenced  reducing  the  force  of  men  very  materially, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  ii|pnth  was  passed  in  completing  the  partially  constructed 
gabions. 

From  the  5th  to  the  12th  of  January,  as  the  sand-dredge  had  just  been  completed,  a 
commencement  at  sinking  gabions  was  made.  During  that  time  7  gabions  were  placed 
in  position  in  the  gabioufMle  at  Fort  Point.  (See  special  report,  dated  January  20, 
1877.) 

On  January  12  I  received  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  you  from  the  Chief  of  En- 
gineers, stating  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  disapproved  your  application  that  the 
balance  of  the  appropriation  be  made  available  by  the  first  of  February.  I  therefore 
deemed  it  best  to  suspend  work,  as  the  amount  on  hand  was  insufficient  to  carry  it  on. 

During  the  month  of  January  an  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  repair  the  breaka 
in  the  outer  end  of  the  Fort  Point  breakwater,  by  fastening  fascine  mats  vertically 
against  the  piling,  spiking  a  piece  across  the  top  of  the  mat  to  the  string-pieces  of  the 
piles  and  weighting  the  h>ose  end  of  the  mat  with  concrete-blocks,  but  the  constant 
swell  caused  by  the  race  of  the  tides  gradually  tore  the  fastenings  and  the  first  storm 
destroyed  the  mats. 

On  February  22  telegraphic  instructions  were  received  from  you  to  resume  work 
again,  as  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  bad  been  made  available.  Work  was  at 
once  resumed  and  a  large  force  of  men  employed,  and  since  that  time  the  work  has 
been  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

repair  of  breakwater  at  fort  point. 

The  palmetto  piles,  ordered  from  Pensacola  by  sail,  were  a  long  time  delayed  by 
adverse  winds,  so  that  repairs  on  the  breakwater  were  not  commenced  until  March, 
1877.  At  first  the  sand-dredge  was  used  for  pumping  down  the  piles,  but  on  the  27th 
of  the  month  a  2-inch  Blake  pump  was  received  from  yon,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
constantly  at  work. 

Much  delay  was  caused  by  our  meeting  with  many  obstructions,  such  as  the  stumps 
of  old  piles,  bags  of  concrete,  etc.,  which  all  had  to  be  removed  to  make  room  for  tne 
new  piling. 

A  layer  of  finely-compacted  shells,  the  cementing  material  being  very  dark,  and  re- 
sembling asphalt,  was  met  with,  which  was  quite  a  serious  obstruction. 

It  lay  about  5  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  sand,  was  2  feet  in  thickness,  and  ex- 
tended a  distance  of  75  feet  along  the  breakwater,  and  was  very  difficult  to  penetrate 
with  a  palmetto  pile. 

29  E 
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The  pileA  varied  in  length  from  18  to  24  feet,  the  former  being  pnt  down  at  the  in- 
ner  end  in  about  4  feet  of  water,  and  the  length  gradually  increased  as  deeper  water 
was  reached. 

The  heads  of  the  piles  were  secured  between  two  waling-pieces,  the  outside  of  4"x8" 
lumber,  and  the  inside  2"x&\  the  latter  being  added  for  the  reason  that  the  palmetto 
is  too  soft  to  give  a  good  bearing-surface  for  the  nuts  and  washers  of  the  iron  bolts. 

Just  above  low- water  is  another  piece  of  4"x8''. 

Every  8  or  10  feet  caps  of  4"x8"  are  spiked  to  cap-piles. 

Up  to  Juno  30,  1877,  868  feet  of  the  breakwater  was  completed,  624  feet  being  en- 
tirely new. 

There  were  used  in  this  work  of  repair  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  786 
palmetto  piles,  1,600  |-inch  iron  bolts,  6,700  feet  (board-measnre)  of  lumber,  135  barrels 
of  coal,  and  115  barrels  of  fresh  water. 

GABIONADE  AT  FORT  POINT. 

In  this  gabionade  81  gabions  were  sunk  in  all,  including  the  7  sunk  in  January. 
Under  36  gabions  were  placed  9^X12'  mats,  and  under  38  gabions  mats  12^x12^ 
these  mats  being  made  of  fascines.  The  7  put  down  in  January  had  under  them  the 
light  cane  mats  used  by  Lieutenant  Quinn. 

Thirty-four  9^X12',  and  54  6^x12'  wing-mats  were  put  down  on  the  channel-side; 
these  wing-mats  being  securely  fastened  to  the  mats  under  the  gabions  by  galvanized 
iron  wire,  and  weighted  with  concrete  blocks  and  sand-bags.  These  mats  were 'put  in' 
position  by  a  diver. 

The  gabions  were  placed  in  position  between  a  double  row  of  guide*pilinff,  144  piles 
being  driven  for  that  purpose.  Eight  hundred  and  seventeen  concrete  blocKS  and  100 
sand- bags  were  used  in  the  construction  of  this  gabionade. 

The  weather  was  very  unfavorable  for  working  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  The 
pilots  report  that  the  inner  bar  has  been  remarkably  rongh  during  the  entire  spring 
and  early  summer.  Between  April  4  and  June  20  there  were  34^  days  in  which  it  was 
impossible  to  do  any  work  whatever.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  filling  the  gabions  with  the  sand-dredge.  In  severtii  cases  it  took 
9  from  2  to  3  hours  to  fill  1  gabion. 

The  last  2  gabions  plac^  at  Fort  Point,  in  about  23  feet  of  water,  had  to  be  filled 
by  shoveling  sand  from  the  deck  of  a  barge,  as  the  bottom  was  a  dark  blue  clay, 
which  could  not  be  raised  by  the  pump.  The  sand  was  shoveled  into  a  hopper  lead- 
ing into  the  gabion  filling-hole,  5  men  shoveling  and  1  playing  an  inch  and  a  half 
stream  of  water  to  keep  the  chute  from  choking.  It  too]|  about  3  hours  to  fill  these  2 
gabions. 

The  gabions  have  been  located  by  Mr.  Ripley  and  partly  from  time  to  time,  and  a 
tracing  appended  herewith  and  marked  **  A ''  shows  the  plan  and  elevation  of  this 
gabionade,  and  when  possible  the  lateral  inclinations  of  the  gabions.  The  total  length 
constructed  during  the  year  was  1,000  feet. 

BOLIVAR  POINT  GABION.VDE. 

On  April  14  a  commencement  was  made  on  the  sheet-piling  of  this  work,  which  was 
to  run  out  to  water  deep  enough  to  sink  gabions. 
.     It  consisted  of  a  double  row  of  pine  piling,  properly  capped  and  braced  with  3-inch 
sheet- piling  on  the  seaside.    It  was  run  out  a  distance  of  513  feet,  and  up  to  the  30th 
of  June  393  feet  of  the  sheet-piling  had  been  driven. 

On  the  21st  of  June  I  commenced  putting  gabions  down  in  6  feet  of  water,  at  mean 
high  tide,  on  the  continuation  of  the  line  of  piling. 

On  June  30  14  gabions  had  been  placed  in  position  and  filled,  making  a  total 
length  of  172  feet.  These  gabions  were  sunk  on  the  bottom  without  mats,  in  order  to 
allow  them  to  settle.  They  have  settled  about  19  inches  thus  far,  and  have  settled 
quite  evenly. 

The  gabions  were  filled  by  barrows  from  the  shore,  run  out  on  plank  laid  on  the 
piling  of  the  breakwater  and  the  guide-piles  of  the  gabions,  as  the  bottom  was  muddy, 
with  only  a  thin  crust  of  sand  on  top.  The  accompanying  tracing  marked  '*  B ''  shows 
the  sheet-piling,  piling,  and  gabions  at  Bolivar  Point  on  the  30th  of  June. 

The  only  accident  of  note  that  occurred  during  the  season  was  the  loss  at  Fort  Point 
on  June  9, 1877,  of  10  gabions  with  their  trucks,  owing  to  the  gabion-barge  getting 
into  the  trough  of  a  heavy  sea  while  lying  at  anchor  in  Galveston  Channel,  and  swing- 
ing around  to  a  sudden  change  of  a  high  wind.  Subsequently  7  of  the  trucks  were 
recovered. 

CONSTRUCnON-GROUND  AT  BOLIVAR. 

At  the  construction-grounds  at  Bolivar  there  were  built  during  the  year- 
One  two-story  building,  30  feet  by  25  feet,  officers'  quarters. 
One  two-story  building,  30  feet  by  25  feet,  officers'  quarters. 
One  two-story  building,  13  feet  by  20  feet,  kitchen. 
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One  ODe-and-arhalf-story  building,  15  feet  by  40  feet,  storehouse. 
.   One  one-and-a-balf-fitory  building,  30  feet  by  60  feet,  maohine-sbop. 

One  one-story  building,  12  feet  by  12  feet,  store-house. 

One  one-story  building,  10  feet  by  10  feet,  temporary  tool-house  at  Bolivar  Point 
gabionade. 

One  tide-gan§[e  house  for  self-recording  tide-gauge  and  anemometer. 

Three  pile-drivers,  4  cisterns,  1  carbolizing-tank,  12  feet  G  inches  by  6  feet  4  inches 
and  6  ieet  deep. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  gabions  completed  during  the  year : 

Gabions  on  works  (completed)  September  13,  1876 243 

Gabions  constructed  up  to  date,  June  30, 1877 543 


Total 786 

Gabions  placed  in  Fort  Point  gabionade 81 

705 
Gabions  placed  in  Bolivar  Point  gabionade 14 

691 
Gabions  washed  off  scow  and  lost  (June  9, 1877) 10 

Gabions  oa  works  completed  June  30, 1877 681 

MATERIAL  IK  10  GABIONS. 

Yellow-pine  lumber,  3,253  feet  4  inches,  at|18 t^  56 

Iron  bolts,  205  pounds,  at  2f  cents 5  64 

Nuts  and  washers,  8^  pounds,  at  7^  cents 64 

Nails,  assorted,  107i  pounds,  at  0.34  cents. 3  65 

Bundles  cane,  450,  at  35  cents  per  100 78  75 

Cement,  48  barrels,  at  $1.65 79  20 

Sand,  121  barrels,  at  9  cents  per  cubic  foot 43  56 

Brick,  54  barrels,  at  9  cents : 19  44 

Gravel,  27  barrels,  at  9  cents 9  72 

Galvanized-iron  wire,  17  pounds,  at  8  cents 1  36 

Stakes,  pine,  7  feet  long,  400,  at  3  cents 12  00 

312  52 

MATERIAL  IN  10  MATS. 

House-line,  30  pounds,  at  18  cents 5  40 

Nails,  2i  pounds,  at  0.34  cents 85 

Galvanized-iron  wire,  21 3^^  pounds,  at  8  cents 2  !•) 

Bundles  of  cane,  330,  at  35  cents  per  100 57  75 

Marline,  18|  pounds,  at  18  cents - 3  37 

69  50  ' 

MATERIAL  IN  10  CONCRBTR  BLOCKS. 

Cement,  S  barrel,  at  $1.65 1  38 

Sand,  It  barrels,  at  9  cents 15 

Gravel,  5  barrels,  at  9  cents 45 

1  98 

MATERIAL  IN  FASCINES  FOR  10  GABIONS. 

Cane,  40  bundles,  at  35  cents  per  100 7  M 

Marline,  10  ponuds,  at  18  cents - 1  80 

8  80 

LABOR  ON  THE  ABOVE  MATERIAL. 

Carpenters'  time  on  10  gabions,  120  hours,  at  25  cents 30  00 

Wattlers*  time  on  10  gabions,  150  hours,  at  15i  cents 23  25 

Plasterers' time  on  10  gabions,  98  hours,  at  15^  cents 15  19 

Laborers' time  on  10  gabions,  273  hours,  at  Hi  cents 31  40 

Sawing  400  stakes,  9  hours,  at  Hi  cents 1  04 

Sharpening  400  stakes,  27  hours,  at  11  i  cents 3  ii 
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StakiDfif  10  bottoms,  &i^  honra,  at  l&i  cents $1  04 

TriraniiDg  cane,  60  hours,  at  IH  cents 6  90 

Loading  gabions  on  cars  and  scow,  87  hoars,  at  11^  cei^ ' 10  01 

Xjoading  mats  and  concrete  blocks,  78  hours,  at  ll|  cents 8  97 

Making  fascines  tor  10  mats,  275  hours,  at  11|  cents 31  63 

Making  10  mats,  64^  hoars,  at  IH  cents 7  42 

Total 169  96 

Add  90  days' board,  at  42  cents 37  80 

Total 207  76 

I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  H.  0.  Ripley  of  the  snrvey-work 
done  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1K77.  I  also  forward  traoiogs  marked  "A"  and 
"  B,'*  referred  to  in  the  body  of  the  report ;  one  marked  "  C,"  showing  the  positions  of 
both  gabionades,  and  a  tabular  statement  showing  amount  of  work  done  during  the 
year. 

•  •  ♦  •  ••  ♦  ♦ 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  E.  L.  B.  Davib, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers. 
Capt.  C.  W.  Howell, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A. 


REPORT  OP  MR.  H.  C.   RIPLEY,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Galveston,  Texas,  July  4, 1877. 

Dear  Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foltowing  report  of  surveys  connected 
with  Galveston  Harbor  improvement  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877: 

The  hydrographic  work  has  been  mostly  confined  to  surveys  of  the  inner  bar.  The 
monthly  surveys  were  omitted  for  July,  August,  January,  and  February,  on  account  of 
BUHpension  of  work,  and  for  October  on  account  of  absence  at  Sabine  Pass. 

The  following  table  shows  the  greatest  depth  that  could  be  carried  across  the  inner 
bar  at  the  time  of  each  monthly  survey. 

DEPTH  ON  INNER  BAR  AT  MEAN  LOW  TIDE. 
Time  of  survey.  Depth  In  feet 

September,  1876 15f 

November,  1876 16^ 

December,  1876 16 

March,  1877.. 16^ 

April,  1877 16^ 

May  1877 , 16f 

The  survey  for  June  has  been  made,  but  the  work  is  not  yet  plotted. 

It  will  be  observed  that  very  little  change  has  occurred  on  the  inner  bar,  and  that  a 
constant  depth  of  1.5f  feet  or  more  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  entire  year, 
the  survey  for  June,  1876,  having  shown  a  depth  of  16^  feet. 

GABIONADE. 

The  positions  of  the  gabions  of  the  Fort  Point  gabionade  have  been  located  from 
time  to  time  as  the  work  progressed.  A  tracing  herewith  accompanying  shows  a  plan 
and  elevation  of  the  gabionade  and  also  the  lateral  inclination  of  the  gabions  where 
the  water  was  not  too  deep  to  prevent  its  determination. 

The  total  length  constructed  during  the  year  is  1,000  feet,  and  the  number  of  gabions 
80.  Between  the  6th  and  30th  gabions  Mr.  Hanlon's  count  shows  one  more  gabion  put 
down  than  I  have  located.  Such  being  the  case,  it  must  have  drifted  out  of  line  and 
been  replaced  by  another,  for  there  is  not  room  for  more  than  are  shown  ;  and  these 
were  located  at  each  end  so  that  it  would  be  hardly  possible  to  miss  one  without  mak- 
ing the  discovery  when  the  work  was  plotted. 

The  Bolivar  Point  gabionade  and  sheet-pile  jetty  have  been  located  and  are  shown 
on  the  tracing  accompanying. 

The  length  of  sheet-piling  completed  is  393  feet. 

The  length  of  auxiliary  puing  with  croB&-ties  is  513  feet.  The  total  length  of  gabion- 
ade is  172  feet,  containing  14  gabions. 

The  gabions  are  so  nearly  level,  and  having  been  recently  put  down  and  not  yet  settled, 
I  did  not  attempt  to  show  their  inclinations,  and,  not  yet  naving  the  mean  low  water 
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of  the  gauge  at  that  point  estahlished,  I  could  not  show  their  depth  from  the  water- 
sarfaoe,  hut  their  tops  are  not  much,  if  any,  below  the  water-surface  of  mean  low 
tide. 

At  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  work  on  the  Bolivar  sheet-pile  Jetty,  soundings 
were  taken  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  gabionade,  so  that  this  profile  compared  with 
a  ;d  y  future  one  on  the  same  line  will  show  exactly  what  change  has  taken  place. 

TIDE-GAUGES. 

A  record  of  the  hourly  readings  of  the  tide-gauge  at  the  wharf,  Bolivar  Point,  has 
been  kept  during  continuance  of  the  work.  Tide-gauges  have  also  been  kept  at  Gal- 
veston, Fort  Point,  and  Bolivar  Point  Jetty  wlfln  necessary  for  the  reduction  of  sound- 
ings. 

The  self-registering  tide-gauge  and  anemometer  are  in  satisfactory  operation.  The 
gauge  has  been  working  for  three  months  past  and  the  anemometer  for  the  past 
month. 

I  have  been  assisted  during  the  year  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Talfor,  assistant  engineer.  The 
monthly  survey  of  the  inner  bar  for  September  was  made  by  Mr.  Talfor  during  my 
absence. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Ripley, 
Assistant  Engineer ,  ^ 
Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 


Extract  from  report  of  Mr.  William  Lane,  overseer, 

construction  of  buildings. 

Constructed  one  two-story  building,  30'  by  25';  officers' quarters.  One  two-story 
building,  30'  by  25' ;  officers'  quarters.  One  two-story  building,  13'  by  20' :  kitchen.  One 
one-and-one-half-story  building,  15'  by  40' ;  store-house.  One  one-ana-one-half-story 
building,  30'  by  60' ;  machine-shop.  One  one-story  building,  12'  by  12' ;  store-house  to 
new  quarters.  Two  oue-story  temporary  tool-houses,  10'  by  10',  at  Bplivar  Point  break- 
water. One  tide  gauge-house  at  Bolivar  Point.  Four  cisterns.  One  dead-oil  vat,  12' 
6"  by  6'  4"  wide,  and  6'  deep.  One  book-case  for  office.  One  desk  for  office;  1  wash- 
stand.  One  shelf  and  1  table  for  new  quarters,  and  4  benches  for  mesa- room.]  |Three 
pile-drivers  and  1  refrigerator. 

construction  of  gabions. 

323   gabion-bottoms  made. 
471    gabion-tops  made. 
960   gabion -frames  made. 
467   gabion-bottoms  staked. 
495f  gabions  wattled. 

469  gabions  ballasted. 

531  gabions  plastered  inside. 

490  gabions  first-coated  outside. 

543  gabions  second-coated  outside. 

826  gabion-bolts  made. 

396  gabion-tops  carbolized. 

398  gabion-tops  nailed  on. 

6  gabion-bottoms  carbolized. 

273  gabion-tops  coated  with  plaster. 

543  gabions  completed  from  September  13, 1876,  up  to  June  .30,  1877. 

43,820  bnndles  cane  trimmed. 

1, 786  batches  mortar  made. 

462  batches  ballast  made. 

10, 072  fascines  made  for  mats. 

2, 133  concrete  blocks  made. 

199  mats  made,  6'  by  12',  (of  fascines.) 

102  mats  made,  9'  by  12',  (of  fascines.) 

171  mats  made,  12'  by  12',  (of  fascines.) 

148  batches  concrete  made  for  blocks. 

208  sand-bags  made  at  Bolivar  Point. 

88  gabions  were  stripped  of  frosted  plaster  and  renewed. 

1  catamaran  made  for  gabionade. 

470  sheet-piling  were  pointed. 

849    palmetto  piles  pointed  and  butted. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


454  EEPOKT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

145   pine  piles  pointed  and  butted. 
^6, 593    cubic  feet  of  brick  broken  for  concrete. 

5441-  feet  of  tin  gutter  made  and  put  up  on  buildings. 
337^  feet  of  tin  conductor  made  and  put  up  on  buildings. 
355   bolts  were  made  for  tug. 
2   tide-gauge  boards  made. 
1    sounding-pole  made. 

1  galvanized-iron  pump  made  for  well. 

2  pumps  made  for  scows. 

46  iron  boxes  were  made  for  cars. 

4  brass  boxes  were  make  for  car# 

2, 258  barrels  of  cement  used  in  constructing  gabions. 

5, 698  barrels  of  sand  used  in  constructing  gabions. 

756  barrels  of  gravel  used  in  constructing  gabions. 

1, 870  barrels  of  br'ck  used  in  constructing  gabions. 

148  barrels  cement  ) 

298  barrels  sand     V  used  in  making  concrete  blocks. 

888  barrels  gravel  S     . 

Construction  of  gabionade  at  Fort  Point, 

81  gabions  placed  in  gabionade. 
160  guide-piles  were  driven  in  gabionade. 
110  mats,  12'  by  12"!  placed  in  gabionade. 

20  mats,    9'  by  12',  placed  in  gabionade. 

31  mats,    6'  by  12',  placed  in  gabionade. 
113  sand-bags,  45  fascines,  906  concrete  blocks. 
972  linear  feet  of  gabionade  completed. 

Construction  of  gabionade  at  Bolivar  Point. 

14  gabions  placed  in  gabionade. 
22  guide-piles  driven  at  gabionade. 
168  linear  feet  of  gabionade  completed. 

Conetrudion  of  breakwater  at  Bolivar  Point. 

238  pine  piles  driven,  366  sbeet-piling  driven. 

515  linear  feet  of  piling  completed. 

315  linear  feet  of  sheet-piling  completed. 

REPAIRS  OF  BREAKWATER  AT  FORT  POINT. 

623  palmetto  piles  were  driven. 

6  mats  were  sunk  in  repairing  breakwater. 

34  concrete  blocks  nsed  for'weighting  mats,  116  gabions,  77  mats  12'  by  12',  58  mats  6' 
by  12',  78  mats  9'  by  12',  319  pine  piles,  1016  concrete  blocks,  132  fascines,  940  pal- 
metto piles,  50  bags  filled  with  sand,  272  barrels  of  coal,  1  cord  of  fire-wood,  and 
25  pieces  of  yellow-pine  lumber,  were  loaded  on  scows  and  towed  by  tug  to  gabi- 
onades and  breakwater. 

Forty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet,  b.  m.,  of  yellow-pine  lum- 
ber, 28,600  shingles,  7,000  hard  brick,  1,100  barrels  cement,  100  barrels  dead-oil,  1 
barrel  coal-tar,  1  barrel  lard-oil,  1  barrel  Inbricating-oil,  356  psklmetto  piles,  6,500  laths, 
2  bales  oakum,  521  pounds  sheathing-paper,  265^  tons  coal,  426  pounds  galvanized 
sheet-iron,  4,954  feet,  b.  m.,  cypress,  2,011  pounds  round  iron,  1,0.55  leet  of  ceiling,  and 
2,998  feet  of  dressed  flooring  were  loaded  on  scows  at  city,  towed  by  tug  to  works 
at  Bolivar  Point,  and  unloaded. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  pine  piles,  13,827  pine  stakes,  472,560  feet,  b.  m.,  of 
yellow-pine  lumber,  2,198  feet  of  cypress,  30,700  shingles,  6,000  laths,  2,624  pounds 
of  tramway-iron,  4,265  pounds  of  round  iron,  1,399,700  cane,  1,184  palmetto  piles,  2,810 
barrels  of  cemeut,  and  21^  cords  of  wood  were  unloaded  from  vessels,  hauled  up,  stored, 
and  piled  on  works. 

Nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  and  five  sixths  cubic  feet  of  gravel, 
9,925^  cubic  feet  of  brick-bats,  22,570  hard  brick,  and  7,382^  cubic  feet  of  sand  were 
hauled  up  from  wharf  and  stored  on  works. 

Eight  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  nails,  30  barrels  cement,  1  barrel  dead-oil, 
625  reet  of  lumber,  5,753  i>ounds  of  iron,  10,000  shingles,  1,330  feet  of  dressed  lumber, 
and  1,003  pounds  of  galvanized  iron  were  loaded  on  tug  at  city,  transported  to  works, 
unloaded,  hauled  up,  and  stored  on  works. 
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REPAIRS  OF  BOATS. 

Tug, 

Hanled-ont  on  -wavs,  overhauled,  and  cleaned  boiler,  calked  crack  in  front  of  fire-box 
Itotween  livet  and  lap,  took  down  bonnet  of  eteam-chest,  and  repaired  steam- valve. 
Put  2  new  planks  in  bottom,  made  new  rndder-stop,  refastened  rndder-blade,  nailed 
G  sheets  yellow  metal  on  bottom,  took  down  bulkhead,  put  down  floor  in  lower  engine- 
room,  set  graving-pieces  in  keelson,  nlade  new  oak  shoe,  one  fore  and  aft  beam,  18 
ieet  long.  Put  in  new  bulkhead  between  galley  and  boiler-room,  put  piece  of  oak 
in  stern,  put  3  pieces  oak  in  guards,  put  2  new  pieces  deck-plank  in,  put  new  oak 
knee  in  arch  aft,  over  propeller,  put  in  new  floors  to  bunkers,  made  and  fitted  pil- 
low-blocks to  condenser,  fitted  side-sheets  to  ash-pan  of  boiler,  put  in  floor  under  con- 
denser, fitted  shaft  of  propeller,  fitted  main  Journal  brasses,  put  in  new  pump,  put  in 
■condenser  and  connections,  connected  up  donkey-pipes  to  condenser  and  surplus-feed 
and  exhaust  to  donkey-pump ;  packed  circulating  pump. 

Launch. 

Hauled  out  on  ways,  ground  in  cylinder  of  steam-chest,  packed  engine,  and  general 
cleaning  of  machinery,  put  up  pump  lead,  stand  for  heater,  put  in  new  beam,  put  in 
new  bulkhead,  put  in  2  pieces  boiler-bed,  put  in  supply-pipe  strainer  on  outside,  fitted 
up  pony  pump  and  heater,  constracted  new  boiler,  painted  same,  old  boiler  taken  out, 
new  one  put  in,  connected  pipe  with  machinery,  painted  hull  inside  and  out,  fitted 
iron  braces  from  boiler  to  saddles,  braced  fire  doors,  &0.,  connected  up  feed-pipe,  re- 
paired steering-wheel,  put  soapstone  lining  in  back  connection  of  boiler,  covered  boiler 
with  wool-back  felting  and  sheet-lead,  1  galvanized  iron  fender  made. 

Diver's  flat 

Hauled  out,  bottom  calked  and  tarred. 

Sandrdredge. 

^  Hauled  out,  calked,  papered,  sheathed,  and  tarred  the  bottom,  repaired  rudder ;  ma- 
chinist overhauled  and  cleaned  machinery ;  calked  and  painted  decks,  put  in  4  angle- 
knees,  cut  in  chocks  to  l[>artDer  of  derrick  and  samson-post,  repaired  boiler,  one  iron 
Jacket  and  umbrella  made,  and  put  on  smoke-stack  with  2  iron  plates. 

Tawl-hoaU. 

One  painted  inside  and  out,  bottom  repaired  and  calked  all  over,  6  new  timbers  put 
in,  2  pieces  plank  put  in,  1  new  seat  put  in,  recalked,  2  stifleuing-bolts  put  in  and 
painted,  8  new  timbers  put  in,  new  keel  put  in,  2  new  cross-pieces,  13  timbers,  6  new 
planks  put  in  bottoms,  17  new  timbers  put  in,  calked  bottoms,  coppered  stern,  and  put 
in  4  new  sets  of  timbers. 

Barge  No,  1. 

Hanled  out  on  wavs  and  undergoing  repairs. 


■XTRACT  FROM    LITTER  OF    LIEUTENANT    C.   K.     L.  B.    DAVIS,    CORPS    OP  ENGINEERS, 

DATED  JULY   IG,   1877. 

««««««« 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  regular  monthly  chart  of  the  inner  bar 
of  Galveston  Harbor  for  the  month  of  June,  1877. 

A  comparison  of  this  chart  with  the  last  shows  the  effect  of  the  Fort  Point  ga- 
bionade quite  plainly.  The '12-foot  contour  lino  has  moved  outward  about  200  feet, 
while  the  18-foot  contour  has  advanced  about  150  feet.  This  effect  appears  to  be  still 
going  on,  and  I  think  this  month's  chart  will  show  a  still  greater  change. 


J  3. 

CONTINUATION  OF  THE  WORK  ON  THE  SHIP-CHANNEL  IN  GALVESTON 
BAY  BETWEEN  RED-FISH  BAR  AND  MORGAN^S  POINT. 

The  last  appropriation  for  this  work,  $72,000  in  amount,  was  made 
available  April  25, 1877,  but  as  the  exact  location  of  channel  has  not 
been  determined  upon,  (see  my  report  on  survey  for  ship-channel,  &c.,) 
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no  work  was  andertakeD  dariDg  the  year.  As  soon  as  the  qaestion  of 
location  is  decided  it  is  proposed  to  offer  the  work  at  contract  in  the 
usual  manner. 

The  following  project  was  submitted  under  date  of  May  21, 1877,  in 
response  to  order  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  United  States  Army: 
•  «««««« 

It  18  proposed  to  expend  tbe  appropriation,  under  contract,  for  dredging  a  channel 
12  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  tide  and  100  feet  in  width  at  bottom  alon^  such  line  as 
may  be  selected  by  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers.  If  the  line  direct  from  Red-Fish-Bar  Chan- 
nel to  Morgan's  Canal  be  adopted,  then  the  dredging  to  be  commenced  at  the  npper  end 
of  tbe  channel  and  continued  toward  Red-Fish  Bar  antil  the  appropriation  is  exhausted, 
the  reason  being  that  this  portion  of  the  line  lies  through  the  shoalest  portion  of  the 
hay. 

In  case  a  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  San  Jacinto  River  be  selected,  then  it  is  proposed 
to  commence  the  work  by  excavating  a  channel  through  Clopper^s  Bar  and  protecting 
it  by  piling,  as  set  forth  in  my  report  of  survey  just  forwaidedyand  as  laid  down  on 
the  chart  accompanying  it.  This  work  to  be  done  by  contract.  It  is  proposed  to 
request  bids — 

1.  For  removal  of  material  dredged  to  a  distance  from  the  channel,  in  scows. 

2.  Fur  placing  material  on  the  side  of  cut,  and  at  a  distance  from  it  of  not  less  than 
60  feet.  All  measurements  to  be  made  in  cut,  and  no  allowance  for  depths  greater  than 
12  feet  or  width  at  bottom  greater  than  100  feet. 

It  is  desirable  to  begin  the  work  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  most  favorable  season  for 
work  of  this  kind  is  passing  away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  HowKix, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 

As  shown  in  my  report  of  sarvey,  the  cost  of  a  channel  from  Bed- 
Fish  Bar  to  the  cut  through  Morgan's  Point  would  be  less  than  the  cost 
of  one  to  connect  with  the  San  Jacinto  Biver,  and  crossing  the  bar  at 
its  mouth.  Yet  if  this  Morgan's  Point  cut  had  not  been  made,  the 
other  route  would  have  been  the  cheaper,  and  perhaps  the  more  desir- 
able. The  objection  to  making  the  channel  terminate  at  the  Morgan 
Point  cut  is  that  this  cut  is  private  property,  and  tolls  are  charged  for 
its  use.  This  objection  is  one  of  such  importance  that  the  Hon.  Secre- 
tary of  War  has  decided  to  leave  the  question  it  presents  to  the  decision 
of  Congress,  as  shown  by  the  following  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers : 

Office  of  thb  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D,  C,  June  12,  1877. 

Sir:  Your  letters  of  the  21st  ultimo,  one  submitting  a  project  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  appropriation  of  $72,000,  made  by  tbe  river  and  barbor  act  of  August  14, 1876,  *'  For 
the  continuing  of  tbe  work  on  tbe  ship-cbannel  in  Galveston  Bay,"  &c.,  **  to  be  ex- 
pended between  Red-Fish  Bar  and  Morgan's  Point,  Texas; ''  the  other  submitting  report 
on  the  survey  for  a  ship-channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  Texas,  have  been  received. 

Tour  letters  were  submitted  by  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with 
a  communication,  which  has  been  approved  by  him,  and  from  which  the  following  ex- 
tract is  furnished  for  your  information  and  guidance : 

"  In  the  project  now  submitted  by  Captain  Howell  for  the  expenditure  of  the  appro- 
priation of  172,000,  he  designates  three  lines  upon  which  a  dredged  channel  of  12  feet 
may  be  made. 

'^  But  the  expenditure  of  this  appropriation  upon  any  one  of  these  lines  will  be  to 
that  extent  an  anticipation  of  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  the  results  of  the  survey 
they  have  ordered  to  be  made  and  reported  to  them.  Besides,  the  act,  lu  the  section  di- 
recting the  survey,  looks  to  a  channel  running  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  river,  instead 
of  through  the  cut  of  Morgan's  Point,  although  the  estimated  cost  of  the  latter  is  nearly 
$200,000  less  than  the  cost  of  the  least  expensive  of  the  other  two. 

"  The  question  of  tolls,  however,  is  involved  in  using  the  Morgan's  Point  canal-route. 

''  It  seems  to  me  advisable,  under  these  circumstances,  to  defer  a  decision  upon  which 
of  these  lines  the  appropriation  for  continuing  the  work  on  the  ship-channel  should  be 
expended,  until  the  final  report  upon  the  survey  is  made  and  the  future  action  of  Con- 
gress thereon  is  known.  The  most  favorable  season  for  work  of  this  kind  is  now  pass- 
ing away." 
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The  expenditnre  of  the  appropriation  of  $72,000  for  continaing  the  work  on  the  ship* 
channel  in  Galveston  Bay,  &Cm  will  accordingly  be  deferred  until  farther  orders. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Humphreys. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Parkb, 

Major  of  Engineers* 
Capt.  C.  W.  Howell, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 

The  question  of  location  was  the  one  which,  I  nnderstaud,  was  to  be 
settled  on  the  data  to  be  famished  by  this  survey. 

This  question  I  would  recommend  be  referred  to  a  Board  of  Engi- 
neers for  settlement. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  near  the  light-house  on 
Red-Fish  Bar,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  one  of  permanent  character. 

Whole  amonnt  appropriated , 1^,000  00 

Whole  amount  expended 25,000  00 


Money  statement 
>royed  August  14, 187 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     150, 000  00 


Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $72, 000  00* 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 72,000  00 


lbtteb  of  the  chief  of  enginbebs.* 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  J).  0.,  June  8, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  accompanying 
project  received  from  Captain  Howell,  Corps  of  Engineers,  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  appropriation  of  $72,000  in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of 
August  14,  1876,  "  For  continuing  the  work  on  the  ship-channel  in 
Galveston  Bay,  to  be  expended  between  Eed-Fish  Bar  and  Morgan'^ 
Point." 

The  same  act  (section  2)  appropriates  $10,000  for  a  survey  for  a  ship- 
channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  "  beginning  at  12  feet  water  in  the 
mouth  of  San  Jacinto  Eiver,  and  running  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  river 
east  of  Morgan's  Point  to  the  present  channel,  through  Bed-Fish  Bar,"^ 
&c.  This  survey  is  not  quite  completed,  but  its  results  are  expected  in 
time  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  with  the  next  annual  report  of  this 
office. 

The  work  on  the  ship-channel  above  alluded  to  is  that  done  under 
the  appropriation  of  $25,000,  of  March  3,  1875,  which  was  completed, 
as  far  as  the  appropriation  admitted,  February,  1876.  It  connects 
depths  of  9  and  8^  feet  in  the  upper  and  lower  bays,  and,  with  the  pri- 
vate work  of  improvement  at  Morgan's  Point,  permits  the  passage  of 
vessels  of  9-foot  draught  to  within  a  few  miles  of  Houston.  Tolls  are 
charged  by  the  proprietor  for  the  passage  of  vessels  through  the  cut 
at  Morgan's  Point. 

The  officer  in  charge  recommended  in  his  last  annual  report  that  fur- 
ther appropriation  be  applied  to  making  a  12-foot  channel  in  extension 
of  the  above  channel,  and  that  its  upper  terminus  be  made  at  the  cut 
through  Morgan's  Point,  instead  of  at  the  mouth  of  San  Jacinta 
Eiver.  This  recommendation  was  concurred  in,  at  the  time,  by  this 
office. 

In  the  project  now  submitted  by  Captain  Howell  for  the  expenditure 
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of  the  appropriation  of  $72,000,  he  designates  three  lines  upon  which  a 
dredged  channel  of  12  feet  may  be  made.  Bat  the  expenditure  of  this 
appropriation  upon  any  one  of  these  lines  will  be  to  that  extent  an  an- 
ticipation of  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  the  results  of  the  survey  they 
have  ordered  to  be  made  and  reported  to  them.  Besides,  the  act,  in  the 
section  directing  the  survey,  looks  to  a  channel  running  out  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  instead  of  through  the  cut  of  Morgan's  Point,  al- 
though the  estimated  cost  of  the  latter  is  nearly  $200,000  less  than  the 
cost  of  the  least  expensive  of  the  other  two.  The  question  of  tolls, 
however,  is  involved  in  using  the  Morgan's  Point  canal-route. 

It  seems  to  me  advisable,  under  these  circumstances,  to  defer  a  de- 
cision upon  which  of  these  lines  the  appropriation  for  continuing  the 
work  on  the  ship-channel  should  be  expended,  until  the  final  report 
upon  the  survey  is  made  and  the  future  action  of  Congress  thereon  is 
known.  The  most  favorable  season  for  work  of  this  kind  is  now  passing 
away. 

I  also  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Captain  Howell,  dated  May 
21, 1877,  showing  the  progress  of  the  survey  in  Galveston  Bay,  and  a 
sketch,  prepared  in  this  office,  of  the  locality,  with  the  proposed  lines 
of  cut. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig.  Oen.  and  Chief  of  .Ungineers. 

Hon.  Geo.  W.  McCeaby, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indoroemeiit.] 
Approved : 
Junedy  1877.  Geo.  W.  McOrary, 

Secretary  of  War. 


J4- 

SURVEY  FOR  A  SHIP-CHANNEL  THROUGH  GALVESTON  BAY,  TEXAS. 

This  survey  was  provided  for  by  the  following  clause  in  the  river  and 
harbor  bill  passed  by  the  Mth  Congress  of  the  United  States  during  its 
second  session : 

Skc.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  cause  a  survey  for  a  ship- 
channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  beginning  at  twelve-feet  water  iu  the  mouth  of  the 
San  Jacinto  River  and  running  out  of  the  mouth  of  said  river  east  of  Morgan's  Point 
to  the  present  channel  through  Red-Fish  Bar;  thence  through  the  same,  extending 
through  Galveston  Harbor,  passing  west  of  Half-Moon  Shoals  and  Pelican  Island  and 
to  twelve-feet  water  in  Galveston  Channel ;  and  to  cause  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  same  to  be  made,  and  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  same  with  the  route  to  the 
head  of  Bolivar  Channel,  and  of  the  effects  of  the  completion  of  each  of  said  channels  on 
the  Galveston  Harbor  Sb  to  shoaling  or  deepening  the  same,  and  report  the  same  to  Con- 
gress by  the  first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the  cost  thereof 
not  to  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars,  tol>e  paid  out  of  the  forty  thousand  .dollars  herein- 
after appropriated.  •  •  •  »  ♦ 

The  survey  of  the  upper  bay  having  been  completed  in  advance  of 
that  of  the  lower  bay,  and  as  an  appropriation  for  the  dredging  of  a 
shiprctiannel  through  this  portion  was  available  and  its  application 
dependent  upon  such  recomipendation  as  the  results  of  survey  might 
suggest,  the  following  preliminary  report  was  forwarded  under  date  of 
May  21, 1877 : 
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New  Orleans,  La.,  May  21, 1877. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  J.  A.  Hay  ward,  as- 
eistant  engineer,  charged  with  the  primary  triangnlation  fov  survey  for  a  ship-channel 
through* Galveston  Bay,  Texas,  and  with  the  hydrographio  work  in  the  upper  hay. 
The  work  for  the  upper  hay  is  plotted  on  two  sheets,  tracings  of  which  accompany 
this  report. 

Report  is  submitted  at  this  time,  without  waiting  for  completion  of  the  lower-bay 
work  and  index-chart,  becaase  of  instructions  contained  in  Engineer  Department  letter 
of  April  25,  1877,  calling  for  a  project  for  expend itnre  of  |72,000  appropriated  by  Con- 
gress in  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14, 1876, ''  for  the  continuing  of  the  work 
on  the  ship-channel  in  Galveston  Bay,"  the  money  to  be  expended  between  Bed-Fish 
Bar  and  Morgan's  Point. 

On  the  charts  presented  three  lines  are  laid  down,  and  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Hay  ward 
estimates  are  submitted  for  each  for  channel  12  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  tide  and  of 
widths  of  100  feet,  150  feet,  and  200  feet. 

If  decision  as  to  choice  of  line  to  be  adopted  for  the  channel  is  to  be  based  mainly 
on  amount  of  excavation  to  be  made,  it  is  evident  that  the  line  from  Red-Fish  Bar  to 
the  cut  through  Morgan's  Point  is  by  far  the  most  advantageous. 

The  line  '^A  I"  the  next,  and  the  line  '^A  D  ''  the  least.  (See  Hay  ward's  report  and 
charts.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  HOWELI., 

Captain  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.S.A. 


report  of  MR.  J.  A.  HAYWARD,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Galveston,  Texas,  A]^l  30, 1877. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  rei>ort  on  that  portion  of  ''survey  of 
ship-channel  through  Galveston  Bay,  Texas,"  intrusted  to  my  charge : 

#»•♦••• 

The  soundings  are  all  reduced  to  mean  low- water  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  as  indicated 
by  the  Bolivar  Point  gauge. 

Tide-gauges  were  kept  at  Red-Fish  light-house  and  in  Morgan's  Canal  at  Morgan's 
Point.  The  readings  of  these  gauges  for  mean  low-water  were  determined  by  a  care- 
ful comparison  with  the  readings  of  the  Bolivar  gauge  of  the  high  and  low  water  of 
the  same  tides,  and  a  mean* of  the  general  result  taken  in  each  case.  When  the  appro- 
priation already  made  for  this  work  is  expended,  I  would  suggest  that  this  plane  of 
reference  be  retained.  For  while  the  summer  tides  average  about  a  foot  above  this 
plane^  the  winter  tides  are  often  from  one-half  a  foot  to  1  foot  below  it  for  several  days 
at  a  time.  And  this  low- water  occurs  at  the  very  time  there  is  the  greatest  need  of 
deep  water,  as  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  freight  by  this  line  is  carried  during  the 
winter  months,  the  season  of  low  tides. 

Per  your  verbal  instructions,  the  survey  was  extended  to  cover  Morgan's  Cut,  already 
made,  and  continuation  of  the  same  to  Red-Fish  Reef.  This  has  enabled  me  to  show 
the  exact  condition  of  that  work,  and  give  some  idea  as  to  its  probable  permanence. 

It  has  also  enabled  me  to  show,  as  completely  as  possible,  the  respective  merits  of 
each  of  the  proposed  routes. 

The  work  has  been  plotted  to  a  scale  of  one-ten  thousandth,  as  shown  on  charts  Nos. 
1  and  2.  An  index-chart  to  a  scale  of  one-forty  thousandth  has  also  been  made,  show- 
ing all  of  the  bay  in  question  from  12  feet  water  in  the  San  Jacinto  River  to  12  feet 
water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  location  of  the  various  proposed  lines.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  cuts  proposed : 

From  12  feet  water  at  A,  San  Jaeinto  Bay  via  the  curve,  as  shown  by  the  red  line 
from  that  point  to  B,  and  thence  via  a  straight  line  tangent  to  this  curve  to  12  feet 
water  in  Bolivar  Channel,  shown  at  E,  index-chart.  This  line  I  have  estimated  upon 
to  the  point  D. 

A  second  proposed  cut  runs  from  A  to  B,  and  thence  to  H,  at  the  head  of  the  dredged 
channel  through  Red-Fish  Reef;  then  through  this  channel,  aa  shown  on  the  inc&x- 
chart.  ^  I  have  estimated  this  line  to  the  point  J  in  this  cut. 

A  third  estimate  has  been  made  over  the  route  as  cut  by  Morgan  from  the  point  F 
to  G  through  Morgan's  Point ;  thence  from  G  to  H,  and  then  through  the  cut  as  before. 

The  total  estimated  cost  over  each  of  these  routes  is  as  follows : 
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ROUTE  FROM  A  TO  D. 

Excavation  in  cubic  yards  for  given  hose, — Slope  2  to  I. 


12  feet  deep. 

100  feet  base. 

150  feet  base. 

200  feet  base. 

1,458,432  ca- 
ble yards. 

2,108.100  ca- 
bic  yards. 

2.761,896  cu- 
bic  yards. 

Cost  of  excavation,  at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard 

1364.808  00 
18,840  00 

1537,095  00 
18,840  00 

1690, 474  00 

18,840  oa 

File-revetmeDt  from  X  to  T,  6,5280  feet ;  pUea  40  feet  lonff ; 

Total 

383, 448  00 
19, 172  40 

545,86.^00 
27,293  25 

709  314  00* 

Add  5  per  cent,  for  saperintendence  and  contingencies . 

35.465  7» 

Total  estimated  cost  from  A  to  D 

402,620  40 

573. 158  25 

744,779  70 

ROUTE  FROM  A  TO  I. 

Excavation  in  cuhic  yards  for  given  base, — Slope  2  to  1. 


• 

12  feet  deep. 

• 

100  feet  base. 

150  feet  base. 

200  feet  base. 

1,237,522  cu- 
bic yards. 

1,835,960  en- 
bic  yards. 

2,441,376  en- 
bic  yards. 

Cost  at  25  cents  per  Tard 

$306,888  00 
18. 840  00 

$458,900  00 
18.840  00 

$610,344  00 
18,840  00 

Pile-revetment  as  before 

Total 

335, 738  00 
16,286  40 

477.830  00 
23,891  50 

639, 184  00 
31, 469  20 

Add  5  per  cent 

Total  firom  A  to  I 

342, 014  |0 

501,  721  50 

660,653  20 

ROUTE  FROM  F  TO  G. 

This  estimate  inclades  the  widening  and  deepening  of  the  cut  already  made  by  Mor- 
gan (excepting  that  portion  throagh  Morgan's  Point  known  as  Morgan's  Canal)  to 
lulfiU  the  requirements  as  given  in  the  previous  estimates,  a  continuation  of  that  cnt 
to  Red-Fish  Keef,  and  widening  and  deepening  the  cnt  through  Red-Fish  Reef  to  fulfill 
the  requirements  of  the  estimates : 

Excavation  in  cubic  yards  for  given  base, — Slope  2  io  1. 


12  feet  deep. 


'  100  feet  base.   150  feet  base^   200  feet  baae. 


613.314  cnbic    1.137,186  en- 
I       yards.  bic  yards. 


Cost  at  25  cents  per  cabio  yard v ;    $153,32.^  SO  1    $384,293  00 

Add  5  per  cent I         7,666  43  1        14.214  60 


Total I      160,994  92       $298,506  60 


1,656.686  ca- 
ble yards. 


$414,171  00 

20. 708  55 


434, 879  ^ 


No  estimate  has  been  made  in  the  above  for  any  part  through  Morgan's  Point,  known 
as  Morgan's  Canal,  included  between  F  and  V. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  lowest  estimated  cost  for  any  cut  is  that  of  the  comple- 
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tton  of  the  out  already  commenoBd  by  Charles  Morgan,  and  coDtinuation  of  the  same 
through  the  cat  made  by  the  General  Government  through  Red  Fish  Reef;  but  as  Mr. 
Morgan  has  spent  large  sums  individaally  making  the  canal  through  Morgan's  Point 
and  extending  the  same  for  some  5  miles  into  the  bay,  under  the  oharter,  secured  by 
him,  of  the  old  Buffalo  Bayou  and  Ship>Channel  Company,  he  claims  and  enforces  his 
rights  to  charge  tolls  for  all  boats  using  that  canal.  Boats  drawing  over  5  feet  are 
obliged  to  use  his  channel.  For  boats  drawing  less  than  5  feet  he  charges  10  cents  per 
ton,  registered  tonnage.  For  boats  exceeding  that  draught  his  charges  are  much  greater 
in  proportion.  I  do  not  know  and  could  not  ascertain  whac  such  charges  are,  but  the 
following,  taken  from  the  Galveston  News  of  February  16, 1877,  is  undoubtedly  authen- 
tic, and  will  convey  some  idea  of  these  tariffs : 

"toll  for  PASsma  through  the  ship-channgl. 
"  The  following  bill  has  been  handed  to  the  News  for  publication  to  show  the  expense 
of  taking  a  schooner  through  Morgan's  Channel,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile.    As  will  be 
seen,  the  channel-fees  are  (105.26 ;  the  towage  is  probably,  from  Galveston  to  Houston, 
1100. 

"  Galveston,  October  23, 1876. 
"  Schooner  George  Sealy  and  otcnere  io  Buffalo  Bayou  Ship-Channel  Company,  Dr. 

For  channel'fees,  inward .' $75  25 

For  channel-fees,  outward 3U  01 

105  26 
Towage ICO  00 

205  26 

"  J.  J.  Atkinson. 
"By  E.  Samifed." 

Current-observations  above  Morgan's  Canal,  in  the  San  Jacinto  River  and  in  the 
(A  lal,  show  that  but  a  small  percentage  of  water  is  drawn  by  the  canal  from  the  river 
proper. 

The  breakwater  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  on  the  west  side,  projects  somewhat  into 
and  partially  across  the  channel  of  the  river,  causing  the  water  flowing  into  the  canal 
to  form  an  eddy  a  short  distance  inside  the  breakwater,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
9- foot  shoal  has  formed.  Doubtless  this  can  only  be  removed  and  its  formation  pre- 
vented by  dredging. 

This  shoal  will  probably  form  here  at  every  high  water  in  the  San  Jacinto  River. 
Aside  fh>m  this  shoal,  it  is  my  opinion  that  Morgan's  Cut,  already  made,  has  probably 
changfd  but  little  since  dredging  has  been  stopped.  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
trouble  in  keeping  any  of  the  proposed  cuts  open  if  they  have  been  once  thoroughly 

made. 

•  •  •  •  «  •  • 

The  rentes  proposed  east  of 
Morgan's  Point  continue  as  nearly 
as  possible  the  natural  curve  of 
the  channel  out  of  the  San  Jacinto 
River  from  A  to  B. 

To  gnide  the  flow  of  water  and 
avoid  the  probability  of  a  cross- 
current and  the  consequent  prob- 
able results  which  would  neces- 
sitate  frequent  if  not  constant 

dredging,  it  is  proposed  to  build  Plan. 

a  pile  revetment  or  retaining-\call. 
The  best  piles  to  use  here  would 
be  cypress,  but  I  have  estimated 
for  pine  piles,  of  35  to  40  feet 
length,  the  tops  driven  to  about 
4  feet  of  the  water-surface,  and 
then  bolted  together,  as  shown 
by  the  following  plan  and  eleva- 
tion. 

Pine  piles,  1  foot  diameter  and 
35  to  40  feet  length,  can  be  deliv- 
ered at  the  works  at  from  6  cents 
to  7  cents  per  running  foot  length 
of  pile.  Cypress  piles  would  cost 
from  10  cents  to  12  cents  per  foot. 
Driving  and  bolting  the  piles,  and  Elevation, 
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all  necessary  extra  material,  can  be  procured  for  lees  than  $1  for  each  pile.  I  havo 
therefore,  estimated  the  cost  of  this  retaining-wall  at  $3  each  pile  of  1  foot  diameter. 

It  is  n«t  expected  that  any  appreciable  scouring  effect  will  be  obtained  by  building 
this  wall,  but,  nnless  this  water  is  retained  by  some  means)  the  same  causes  that  first 
formed  0 topper's  Bar  will  act  to  constantly  fill  np  the  dredged  channel.  It  would  be 
best  to  build  this  retaining-wall  before  dredging,  apd  to  throw  the  mud  from  the 
dredged  channel  behind  and  against  it.  The  course  of  this  retaining* wall  has  been 
taken  with  a  shorter  radius  tban  that  of  the  ezcayation,  to  secure,  if  possible,  a  direc- 
tion of  current  at  B  corresponding  to  the  straight  line  of  excavation. 

An  estimate  of  25  cents  per  cubic  yard  has  been  made  upon  all  excavation.  This 
includes  the  removal  of  the  dumps  to  half  a  mile  from  the  out. 

If,  however,  it  is  decided  to  complete  Morgan's  Cut,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  carry 
the  mud  away  so  far.  In  this  case  a  Newton's  hydraulic  dredge  might  be  used,  and  the 
cost  of  excavation  greatly  reduced. 

If  it  is  allowed  to  deposit  the  mud  on  the  west  side  of  the  cut,  at  100  or  200  feet 
from  it,  this  dredge  would  probably  be  the  best  that  could  be  used  there.  If,  however^ 
it  is  required  that  the  mud  be  carried  by  dump-scows  to  a  distance,  as  would  be  neces- 
sary if  either  of  the  other  routes  were  selected,  there  would  be  but  little  advantage 
in  using  Newton's  dredge.  I  have  been  induced  to  mention  this,  because  one  of  New- 
ton's dredges  is  now  excavating  for  the  Galveston  Wharf  Company,  depositing  the 
earth  behind  a  retaining-wall,  for  12^  cents  per  cubic  yard,  while  the  above  estimatea 
are  for  25  cents  per  cubic  yard. 

One  item  not  mentioned  in  the  above  estimates  should  be  considered,  viz :  driving 
piles  along  the  located  roote,  about  400  feet  apart. 

These  will  be  necessary  partly  to  locate  the  route  and  assist  in  necessary  surveys  for 
estimates,  and  partly  to  assist  the  dredge-boats  during  the  work.  The  cost  of  cypress- 
piles,  30  feet  long,  would  be  from  $3  to  $3.60  each.  These  can  be  driven  for  80  cents 
each,  making  the  cost  of  each  pile,  for  material  and  driving,  a  maximum  of  (4.40  each. 
The  cost,  then,  on  these  various  routes  is  estimated  as  follows : 

From  A  to  D,  181  piles,  at  $4.40  each $796  40 

From  A  toH,  162  piles,  at  $4.40  each ^ 712  80 

FromG  to  H,  91  piles,  at  $4.40  each 400  40 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  A.  Hayward, 
AsMstant  Engineer. 
Lieut.  Chas.  £.  L.  B.  Davis, 

Corps  of  Engineers,!!,  S,  A. 

•  During  Jane  the  survey  in  the  lower  bay  was  completed,  and  the  as- 
sistant in  charge  submitted  the  tbllowing  report,  transmitted  by  Lieut. 
G.  E.  L.  B.  Davis,  Corps  of  Engineers,  who,  being  stationed  inOalves- 
ton,  was  placed  in  general  snperiutendence  of  the  conduct  of  the  survey. 

REPORT  OF  MB.  II.  C.  RIPLEY,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Galveston,  Tex.,  June  6, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  tbe  following  report  of  that  portion  of  the  survey 
for  a  ship-channel  throagh  Galveston  Bay,  Texas,  placed  in  my  charge. 

On  the  15th  of  January  last  verbal  instructions  were  received  from  you  to  commence 
the  survey  at  the  lower  end  of  Galveston  Bay  and  prosecute  the  work  in  the  direction 
of  Red-Fish  Bar  until  met  by  Mr.  James  A.  Hajrward,  who  had  already  commenced 
work  at  -the  San  Jacinto  River,  and  was  prosecuting  it  in  the  opposite  direction.  Mr« 
Hayward  was  before  this  time  in  charge  of  the  whole  survey ;  but  the  urgency  for  its 
completion  made  it  necessary  to  divide  the  work  and  place  a  second  party  in  the  field. 

THE  SURVEY.  * 

The  object  of  the  survey  was  to  determine  the  choice  of  two  routes  which  should 
give  a  12-foot  channel  at  mean  low  tide  extinding  from  Red-Fish  Bar  :  one  endiog  in 
Bolivar  Channel,  the  other  to  pass  to  the  west  of  Half-Moon  Light  and  Pelican  Island 
and  ending  in  Galveston  Channel.  In  order  to  decide  upon  the  choice  of  routes  it  was 
necessary  not  only  to  determine  the  cost  of  making  a  cut  of  thef  required  depth  and 
width  and  its  probable  permanence  over  each,  but  to  ascertain  the  effect  such  a  cut 
would  have  on  Galveston  Channel.  In  accordance  with  these  requirements,  a  careful 
trigonometric  and  hydrocraphic  sarvey  of  these  two  routes  has  been  made  of  that 
portion  of  the  bay  which  lies  between  Half-Moon  and  Red-Fish  light-houses. 

This  has  been  plotted  to  a  scale  of  Trrhnri  ad^  '^  shown  on  Chart  No.  3.  That  portion 
between  Half-Moon  light-house  and  the  Golf  had  already  been  carefully  .surveyed  in 
the  summer  of  1876,  and  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  resurvey  it. 

Therefore  a  tracing  of  the  chart  of  that  survey  has  been  made  which  connects  with 
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Chart  No.  3  and  makes  a  complete  chart  of  the  routes  proposed  from  the  onter  har  at 
Galveston  to  Red-Fish  Bar.  An  index-chart  has  also  been  made,  which  emliraces  the 
entire  route  from  San  Jacinto  River  to  the  Gulf.  This  chart  is  plotted  to  a  scale  of 
40 too,  and  is  desigued  to  show  at  one  glance  the  different  rentes  estimated  upon,  and 
also  to  exhibit  the  result  of  current  observations  and  other  phenomena  of  importance. 

This  chart  is  plotted  by  rectangular  co-ordinates,  the  squares  being  numbered  to  cor- 
respond with  those  of  the  original  charts. 

Tide-g&uges  were  kept  at  Brick  Wharf,  Galveston,  Bolivar  Point,  Half-Moon  light- 
house, and  Red-Fish  light-house. 

The  readings  of  these  gauges  have  been  plotted  on  three  charts,  each  embracing  a 
nodical  period  ;  the  first  commencing  with  the  first  descending  node  in  January. 

Where  the  daily  record  of  any  gauge  was  not  complete  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
reproduce  it  and  thus  make  the  curve  continuous  by  comparison  with  other  curves 
which  were  complete. 

The  dotted  portion  of  the  curve  indicates  the  reproduction  of  the  wanting  record. 
The  full  black  lines  show  the  actual  readings  of  the  gauges.  Quite  a  difference  exists 
in  the  tides  at  the  points  observed,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  comparison : 


Table  of  mean  Hde$, 

Location. 

Rise  and 
fall 

Bolivar  Point 

Feet 
1.10 

Galvestoo 

1.10 

!Half-Moon 

0.85 

Bod- Fish 

0.48 

Mnriran'B  Point. 

0.38 

By  means  of  these  gauges  the  soundings  have  been  reduced,  being  referred  to  the 
plane  of  mean  low  tide  at  Galveston,  lliis  plane  is  below  mean  low  tide  for  points  up 
the  bay  on  account  of  the  small  variation  of  the  tides  remote  from  the  Gulf.  This 
amounts  to  f^  of  a  foot  at  Half-Moon,  ^  of  a  foot  at  Red-Fish,  and  ]%  of  a  foot  at 
Morgan's  Point. 

A  series  of  current-observations  were  taken  at  four  points  in  the  bay,  and  the  results 
have  been  tabulat-ed,  together  with  simultaneous  gauge-readings,  wherever  eauges 
were  kept,  and  the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  wind  at  Galveston  as  obtained  from 
the  United  States  signal  observer  at  that  place.  The  positions  of  the  current-observa- 
tions are  shown  on  the  index-chart,  marked  Nos.  1,  %  3,  and  4.  A  compass-dial  is  put 
on  the  chart  at  each  position,  by  which  one  is  enabled  to  see  readily  the  directions  of 
the  currents  as  given  in  the  tables. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  following  table  of  estimates  shows  the  amount  of  excavation  necessary  to  make 
a  12-foot  channel  at  mean  low  tide,  and  its  cost  at  25  cents  per  cubic  yard,  over  each 
of  four  cuts.  The  center  line  of  each  cut  is  shown  on  the  chart  by  a  red  line.  The  cut 
K-L  extends  in  a  straight  line  from  the  lower  end  of  Red-Fish  Cut  to  Bolivar  Channel. 
The  cut  D-£  extends  from  what  is  known  as  Middle  Pass.  Red-Fish  Bar  in  a  straight 
■  ine  to  Bolivar  Channel. 

The  cut  K-R  extends  in  the  arc  of  a  circle  from  K  to  M,  straight  from  M  to  N,  in  the 
arc  of  a  circle  from  N  to  O,  straight  from  O  to  P,  in  the  arc  of  a  circle  from  P  to  R, 
where  it  ends  in  Galveston  Channel. 

The  cut  D-R  extends  in  a  straight  line  from  D  to  S,  in  the  arc  of  a  circle  from  S  to 
T,  in  a  straight  line  from  T  to  N,  where  it  unites  and  coincides  with  the  cut  K~R  to  R. 

The  estimates  are  for  widths  of  100  feet,  150  feet,  and  200  feet,  with  slope  of  two  on 
one. 

Table  of  estimates  for  a  12-foot  channel 


Cab.  yards.       Cost 


100  feet  wide. 


Cab.  yards.       Cost 


150  feet  wide. 


Cub.  yards. 


900  feet  wide. 


Cost 


From  E  to  L 
From  DtoE 
From  K  to  B 
From  D  to  B 


587,427 

619.483 

1,063,344 

1,085,931 


$146.856  75 
154, 870  75 
26.5, 811  00 
371, 482  75 


864, 384  ;|316, 096  00 


909,958 
l,iV58,510 
1, 591, 701 


337,489  50 
389,627  50 
397,925  85 


1,141,336 
1,301.089 
2,053.435 
8, 097, 136 


•385,331  50 
300,373  35 
513, 358  75 
524,284  00 
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CURRBNTS. 

By  inspecting  the  tabular  exhibit  of  current  obseryations,  I  think  a  very  correct  idea 
of  the  currents,  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  bay  at  least,  may  be  obtained.  Inspecting 
the  currents  at  each  position  separately,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  at  station  No.  1,  at 
one  stage  of  the  tide,  the  current  flows  directly  toward  West  Bay.  From  this  it  gnid- 
ually  veers  to  the  W.  (diminishing  its  velocity)  and  N.  W.  i  N.,  attaining  its  greatest 
velocity  at  N.  W.  i  W.  At  other  stages  of  the  tide  the  direction  of  the  current  varies 
between  E.  i  N.  and  S.,  attaining  its  greatest  velocity  E.  S.  E.  It  will  be  observed 
that  only  one  observation  shows  any  current  having  a  direction  north  of  W.  ^  N.  and 
E.  i  N.,  and  this  is  so  small  that  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  wind  or  is  an  error  of  observa- 
tion or  recording.  At  station  No.  2,  at  one  stage  of  the  tide  the  current  flows  toward 
West  Bay,  attaining  its  greatest  velocity  S.  W.  i  W. 

From  this  it  veers  to  the  west,  diminishing  its  velocity  until  it  reaches  W.  ^  N.,  when 
the  current  almost  entirely  disappears. 

At  other  stages  of  the  tide  the  current  varies  from  N.  by  W.  i  W.  to  S.  E.  by  £.,  at- 
taining its  greatest  velocity  E. 

But  these  last  mentioned  were  so  gentle  compared  with  the  force  of  the  wind  at  the 
time  of  observation,  that  they  were  greatly  if  not  entirely  influenced  thereby.  At 
station  No.  3  the  observations  were  continued  for  a  period  of  17  days,  and  during  that 
time  great  uniformity  was  observed  in  the  directions  of  the  currents.  After  flood-tide 
was  established,  they  varied  between  N.  N.  W.  and  N.  E.  by  N.  f  N.  A  few  observa- 
tions gave  directions  exceeding  these  limits,  but  were  due  to  the  effects  of  wind. 
After  the  establishment  of  ebb-tide,  the  currents  varied  between  S.  E.  by  S.  i  S.  and 
8.  S.  W.    The  greatest  observed  current  not  influenced  by  winds,  flowed  S.  S.  £.  i  S. 

But  quite  a  number  of  the  observations  show  a  strong  current,  bearing  west  of  sonti), 
and  this  was  especially  the  case  when  the  wind  had  an  easterly  direction.  Cnrrents 
in  other  directions  were  observed  which  occurred  durin(;  the  changes  of  the  tide,  bat 
none  of  sufficient  force  to  be  of  any  importance. 

At  station  No.  4  stronger  currents  were  observed  than  at  either  of  the  other  stations. 

The  greatest  currents  flowed  in  a  south-son theasterly  direction. 

The  ebb-tide  currents  varied  in  direction  from  S.  E.  |  S.  to  a  little  west  of  south,  and 
with  a  small  velocity  to  nearly  southwest. 

In  changing  to  flood  it  veered  to  the  west,  and  during  flood-tide  varied  in  direction 
from  N.  4  W.  to  N.  W.  by  N.,  attaining  its  greatest  velocity  at  about  N.  W.  by  N.  Only 
on  one  day  was  there  any  current  observed  having  a  direction  between  the  limits  north 
and  east,  and  this  was  obviously  dne  to  a  strong  southwest  wind. 

From  the  foregoing  we  are  able  to  arrive  at  the  following  facts  with  regard  to  tidal 
currents  when  not  influenced  by  strong  winds.  The  bay  being  full  and  ebb-tide  estab- 
lished, the  water  flows  east  in  Bolivar  Channel,  north  in  Galveston  Channel,  where  it 
unites  with  Bolivar  Channel,  deflecting  the  latter  slightly  to  the  north,  and  preventing 
it  from  scouring  away  the  shoal  which  lies  east  from  Fort  Point.  The  water  in  West 
Bay  flows  in  a  northeast  by  east  direction,  meeting  the  water  flowing  south  from  the 
bay  above,  near  Virginia  Point,  is  deflected  to  the  east,  leaving  a  wedge  of  slack-water 
extending  east  from  Virginia  Point.  The  water  in  East  Bay  flows  in  a  west-sonthwest- 
erlv  direction  until  it  meets  the  water  from  the  upper  bay,  when  it  is  deflected  toward 
Bolivar  Channel.  But  its  momentum  is  sufficient  to  bank  the  water  up  on  the  west 
side  of  the  bay,  between  Dollar  and  Shoal  Points,  and  thus  increasing  the  quantity  of 
water  flowing  west  of  Pelican  Island.  The  more  remote  from  the  Gulf  the  later  will 
be  the  establishment  of  the  ebb-currents,  so  that  when  the  flood-tide  sets  in  through 
Bolivar  Channel  the  ebb-currents  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  bays  may  be  at  a  maximum. 

The  phenomena  of  flood-tide  seem  to  be  as  follows : 

The  tidal  wave  in  the  Gulf  arrives  in  front  of  Bolivar  Channel  when  the  ebb-current 
is  nearly  at  a  maximum.  The  water  begins  to  rise  rapidly,  banking  up  on  the  outer 
bar,  giving  the  deepest  water  on  the  bar  when  the  water  is  lowest  inside. 

The  flood-tide  soon  forces  its  way  west  in  Bolivar  Channel,  checking  and  reversing 
the  currents  that  it  meets  directly,  but  only  checking  and  deflecting  those  met  at  an 
angle. 

The  flow  continues  up  the  bay  reversing  the  current  fram  the  upper  bay.  The  cur- 
rent from  East  Bay  meets  the  flow  up  the  bay  at  right  angles,  forcing  it  slightly  to  the 
west,  which,  together  with  the  current  west  of  Half-Moon  flowing  south,  tends  to  fill 
up  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  bay,  and  thus  prolong  the  ebb-current  thrdugh 
Galveston  Channel.  This  sometimes  amounts  to  two  hours  or  more,  and  at  a  time  of 
double  tides,  when  the  flood-tide  is  of  short  duration^  the  ebb-current  will  not  cease  in 
Galveston  Channel  while  it  will  flow  and  ebb  again  in  Bolivar  Channel. 

The  current  in  Galveston  Channel  thus  impinging  against  the  prism  of  water  in  Boli- 
var Channel,  finds  its  only  mode  of  escape  to  the  east,  and  we  have  two  currents  side 
by  side  flowing  in  opposite  directions,  with  a  wall  of  slack-water  or  prism  of  eddies 
between  them. 

But  if  the  flood-tide  continues,  the  current  in  Galveston  Channel  is  reversed,  and, 
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after  passing  the  city,  flows  west  and  uniting  with  the  water  which  flows  from  Bolivar 
Channel  around  the  west  end  of  Pelican  Island,  they  together  flow  into  West  Bay. 

After  flood-tide  is  established  in  both  Galveston  and  Bolivar  Channels  the  water 
divides  where  the  two  channels  fork^  leaving  a  wedge  of  slaggish  water  extending  east 
from  Pelican  Spit.  Bolivar  Channel  divides  and  subdivides  into  smaller  and  still 
smaller  channelsi  between  each  two  of  which  there  exists  a  wedge  of  more  or  less  slug- 
gish water  and  corresponding  shoals. 

The  most  southerly  of  these  channels  lies  nearly  east  and  west  along  the  north  side 
of  Pelican  Island,  and  its  water  flowing  westerly  divides,  part  flowing  southwest  and 

?art  northwest,  leaving  a  wedge  of  slack- water  extending  from  the  shore  south  of  Shoal 
oint. 

The  tendency  of  such  a  wedge  of  slack- water  is  to  form  a  shoal  of  the  same  form^  but 
instead  we  find  one  nearly  circular. 

This  variation  is  obviously  due  to  other  currents,  for  as  soon  as  West  Bay  is  filled, 
or  nearly  so,  this  southwest  current  ceases  and  the  current  from  Galveston  Channel 
flows  (at  station  No.  1)  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  impinging  against  the  shore  south 
of  Shoal  Point,  keeping  a  channel  open  along  the  shore. 

The  point  of  this  wedge-shaped  formation  is  washed  away  by  the  ebb-tide,  and  hence 
its  circular  form,  as  shown  on  the  chart. 

The  current  observations  were  not  extensive  enough  to  determine  the  phenomena  of 
the  currents  up  the  bay  or  to  explain  the  formation  of  the  shoals  at  Half-Moon,  Shoal 
Point,  Dollar  Point,  and  Hannah's  Island. 

It  is  important  to  remark  that  the  observations  go  to  prove  that  West  Bay  is  filled 
generally  by  water  flowing  both  through  Galveston  Channel  and  Bolivar  Channel, 
(passing  around  the  west  end  of  Pelican  Island);  that  it  is  sometimes  filled  entirely 
by  water  from  Bolivar  Channel  passing  aronnd  the  west  end  of  Pelican  Island ;  that  it 
is  always  emptied  through  Galveston  Channel ;  that  Galveston  Channel  discharges  more 
water  into  the  Gulf  than  it  receives  from  it ;  that  the  ebb-ourrent  continues  in  Galves- 
ton Channel  some  time  after  the  tide  has  commenced  to  flow  in  Bolivar  Channel,  and 
that  this  is  due  to  the  influence  of  East  Bay  by  which  the  water  is  forced  into  the  cove 
west  of  Pelican  Island.  It  seems  a  subject  of  legitimate  speculation  whether  a  dam 
from  Pelican  Island  to  the  main  land  south  of  Shoal  Point  would  not  prevent  the  for- 
mation of  the  inner  bar. 

In  seeking  an  explanation  for  the  phenomena  of  tides  as  observed,  estimates  have 
been  made  of  the  areas  of  the  several  bays  and  of  the  mean  relative  amount  of  water 
each  receives  and  discharges  during  the  flowing  and  ebbing  of  a  single  tide.  For  con- 
venience of  discussion,  I  have  divided  the  basin  into  sections,  as  follows: 

All  that  portion  above  Red-Fish  Reef  will  be  called  Upper  Bay ;  all  east  of  a  line 
extending  north  from  Buffalo  Point  to  Smith's  Point  will  be  called  East  Bay ;  all  that 
portion  lying  north  of  a  line  joining  Buffalo  Point  and  the  northwest  end  of  Pelican 
Island,  and  thence  west  to  the  mainland,  not  included  in  Upper  and  East  Bays,  will  be 
called  North  Middle  Bay;  that  portion  lying  south  of  a  line  from  the  northwest  end  of 
Pelican  Island  west  to  the  mainland,  and  a  line  joining  Pelican  Spit  and  Fort-Point 
breakwater,  not  included  in  West  Bay,  will  be  called  South  Middle  Bay ;  and  that 
X>ortion  of  West  Bay  extending  to  Cronkaway  Reefs  will  be  called  West  Bay. 

The  following  table  shows  the  area  in  square  miles  and  discharge  from  each  section. 
I  have  assumed  for  the  tide  in  Upper  Bay  a  mean  ^f  the  mean  tides  at  Red-Fish  and 
Morgan's  Point ;  for  the  tide  in  East  Bay  and  North  Middle  Bay  a  mean  of  the  mean 
tides  at  Bolivar  Point  and  Red  Fish  ;  for  the  tide  in  South  Middle  Bay  the  mean  tide 
at  Half-Moon ;  and  for  the  tide  in  West  Bay  a  trifle  more  than  the  mean  tide  at  Red-Fish. 

AreM  and  oapacitiea  of  sections  between  the  planes  of  mean  high  and  mean  low  tides. 


Seotloii. 


WeatB»y 

South  Middle  Bay 

Went  and  South  Middle  Bays 

East  Bay 

North  jAlddle  Bay 

Upper  Bay 

Whole  barin 


Area. 


Sq.  miles. 
S9.5 


51.5 
78.8 
89.7 
831 


451 


Tide. 


.50 
.85 


.80 
.80 
.43 


Capacity. 


Ou.rod9. 
91,539 
116.053 


a07,59a 
391.  S30 
445, 350 
616,  450 


l.« 


Relative 
capacity. 


100 
188 
915 
297 


800 


In  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  capacity  of  East  Bay  is  about  f  as  great 
as  that  of  Upper  Bay,  while  its  area  is  only  about  ^  as  great.  West  Bay  and  South 
Middle  Bay  are  combined  in  the  table,  for  we  have  considered  them  as  the  natural 
basin  to  be  filled  and  emptied  through  Galveston  Channel.    But  our  observations  show 
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Wat  this  area  is  too  small  to  represent  the  amonnt  of  d1scharp:e,  bnt  that  it  is  some- 
times, and  probably  often,  too  large  to  represent  the  amonnt  of  inflnx. 

North  Middle  Bay  we  regard  as  a  reservoir  to  be  filled  and  emptied  with  each  flow 
'tktid  ebb  of  the  tide  through  Galveeton  and  Bolivar  Channels,  having  no  tendency  to 
select  one  in  preference  to  the  other  except  on  acconnt  of  the  greater  slope  due  to  the 
shorter  distance  via  the  latter  to  and  from  the  Gnlf.  The  same  is  true  of  the  Upper 
Bay,  except  tbat  on  account  of  its  greater  distance  the  momentum  the  water  acquires 
while  ebbing  may  favor  its  discharge  through  Boliver  Channel.  But  East  Bay  evi- 
'dcffatly  exerts  an  influence  on  Galveston  Channel  on  acconnt  of  the  momentnm  its 
■water  acquires  while  ebbing,  which  tends  to  force  the  water  down  into  South  Middle 
Bay  and  thus  prolong  the  ebb  and  shorten  the  flood  tide  in  that  channel. 

The  circular  motion  produced  by  the  waters  of  East  and  West  Bays  flowing  in  oppo- 
site directions  was  undoubtedly  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  Pelican  Island  and  spit 
mid  the  shoal  which  surrounds  them.  From  an  inspection,  therefore,  of  the  conform- 
ation of  the  bays,  together  with  the  tidal  curves  at  diflerent  points,  one  would  be  led 
to  expect  tidal  phenomena  not  greatly  difl^erent  from  those  actually  observed. 

CO>'CLCSIONS. 

Fears  have  been  entertained  by  many  that  a  cut  from  Red  Fish  Bar  to  Bolivar  Chan- 
nel would  diminish  the  flow  through  Galveston  Channel,  and  thus  endanger  its  perma- 
nence or  diminish  its  capacity ;  but  from  a  consideration  of  all  the  phenomena  we  are 
^rced  to  the  conclusion  that  such  fears  were  not  well  founded,  and  tbat,  instead  of 
being  injurious  to  Galveston  Channel,  the  tendency  of  such  a  cut  would  be  just  the 
reverse,  for  it  would  tend  to  prevent  the  prolongation  of  the  ebb-current  in  that  chan- 
nel, which  is  injurious  in  three  particulars,  viz,  first,  by  the  formation  of  the  inner 
bar;  second,  the  filling  of  the  channel  on  account  of  an  obstructed  outlet;  and,  third, 
.the  delaying  of  the  flood-current  until  the  bays  are  partially  filled,  and  thus  losing  the 
ejSiect  of  the  flood-tide  at  a  time  when  the  greatest  diflerence  in  the  level  of  the  Gulf 
•and  bays  exists.  However,  we  do  not  ariticipate  that  so  small  a  cut  would  have  a 
v<^ry  marked  influence,  and  if  the  products  of  dredging  be  removed  it  would  probably 
.BOt  be  appreciable. 

Of  the  four  cuts  proposed  K-L  is,  for  several  reasons,  the  most  desirable.  It  will 
Afford  a  straight  channel  from  deep  water  in  the  Government  cut  at  Red  Fish  Bar  to 
deep  water  in  Bolivar  Channel.  It  can  be  made  at  less  expense  than  either  of  the 
othejrs,  and  it  gives  great  assurance  of  permanence.  The  dredging  should  be  deposited 
on  the  west  side  of  the  cut,  both  as  a  source  of  economy  and  in  the  hope  of  deflecting 
the  current  from  East  Bay  towards  Bolivar  Channel.  If  the  end  would  warrant  the 
expense,  I  think  a  row  of  close  piling  on  the  west  side  of  the  cut,  with  the  dredging 
deposited  back  of  ity  would  assist  in  the  improvement  of  Galveston  Channel  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt. 

The  only  advantage  of  the  line  D-E  is  in  being  in  the  prolongation  of  a  straight  line 
from  the  month  of  the  8an  Jacinto  River  to  Red  Fish  Bar. 

The  objections  to  the  line  K-R  are  that  the  cost  ot  cut  would  be  nearly  twice  as 
great  as  on  the  line  K-L;  that  it  would  give  a  crooked  instead  of  a  straight  channel, 
and  that  it  would  not  atford  so  much  certainty  of  permanence.  The  same  objections 
iu  a. greater  degree  militate  against  the  line  D-R. 

I  have  been  assisted,  both  in  the  field  and  ofiQce  work,  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Talfor,  assistant 
engineer;  also  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Buchanan,  assistant  engineer,  who  took  the  current-ob- 
.  servations. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Ripley, 

Aesiatant  Engineer, 

Lieut.  C.  E.  L.  B.  Davis, 

Corp8  of  Engineem,  17.  8,  A, 

The  charts  named  in  the  report  of  Assistant  Hayward  were  transmit- 
ted with  my  preliminary  report.  Those  named  in  the  report  of  Assistant 
Kipley  are  transmitted  herewith. 

The  reports,  together  with  their  accompanying  charts,  I  think  famish 
sufficient  data  for  estimate  and  for  decision  as  to  location  of  a  line  on 
•which  to  excavate  the  proposed  channel  through  Galveston  Bay. 

ITKMS  OF  EXPENDITURE. 

I aoiato,  fixtures  &c $128  10 

.Hirf»  of  schooner,  &:c 700  00 

.Znsnunients .560  00 

/Material 407  .55 

Re. II. 50  00 
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Stationery |72  40 

Service 6,a:«  33 

Provisions 4«8  09 

Telegrams 13  97 

Transportation 136  20 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1,  ld77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 8,5«9  64 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 1,410  36 


BEPOET  OF  BOAltD  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Army  Building,  New  York, 

September  10,  1877. 

General  :  The  Board  of  Engineers  appointed  by  Special  Order  No. 
9,  dated  Headquarters  Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  I).  C,  January 
25,  1874,  and  reconvened  by  Special  Order  No.  95,  dated  Headquarters 
Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C,  August  14,  1877,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  question  of  location  of  a  proposed  ship-channel 
through  Lower  Galveston  Bay,  and  its  bearing  upon  the  projected  im- 
provement in  Galveston  Harbor,  has  the  honor  of  reporting  as  follows : 

The  Board  met  on  the  11th  instant,  as  specified  in  the  order,  and  from 
day  to  day  studied  the  data  presented,  arriving  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions covering  the  two  points  submitted  for  their  consideration  : 

A  line  from  Red  Fish  Bar  to  the  head  of  Bolivar  Channel  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Board,  be  a  more  advantageous  location  for  the  pro- 
posed channel  than  the  line  from  Eed  Fish  Bar,  passing  west  of  Half 
Moon  Shoal,  and  terminating  at  the  inner  end  of  Galveston  Channel. 
The  first  named  would  be  shorter,  with  fewer  necessary  curves  (if  any) 
in  its  course,  would  require  a  much  smaller  amount  of  dredging  in  its 
first  construction,  and  could  afterward  be  maintained  at  less  cost. 

The  Board  are  aware  of  the  advantages  to  navigation  by  giving  a 
course  to  the  channel  straight  from  its  comraeucetnent,  at  the  head  of 
Bolivar  Channel,  to  its  termination  at  Eed  Fish  Bar.  An  uncertainty, 
however,  which  could  be  removed  by  a  few  observations,  now  exists, 
whether  the  channel  might  not  be  better  maintained  by  giving  it  a 
slight  departure  from  a  perfectly  straight  course.  Furthermore,  it  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  harbor  of  Galveston,  as  well  as  the 
works  projected  for  its  improvement,  will  not  be  injuriously  aflFected  by 
the  ship-channel  proposed  from  the  head  of  Bolivar  Channel  to  Eed 
Fish  Bar. 

A  proposed  location  west  of  Half  Moon  Shoal,  aside  from  considera- 
tion of  much  greater  cost,  would  interfere  with  the  original  project  for 
harbor  improvement,  inasmuch  as  it  would  cross  the  line  along  which  it 
was  proposed  to  close  in  the  harbor,  leaving  open  only  its  entrance  from 
Bolivar  Channel  and  through  West  Bay.  This  closure  has  not  jet  been 
decided  upon,  but  may  be  considered  desirable  at  some  time  in  the 
future.  Further,  if  the  channel  be  made  on  this  line  it  will  be  a  round- 
about route  for  vessels  bound  direct  from  the  Gulf  to  Buffalo  Bayou  and 
the  San  Jacinto  Elver,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  would  possess  no 
special  advantages  to  vessels  leaving  Galveston  for  these  rivers  over 
the  line  proposed  from  the  head  of  Bolivar  Channel.  It  is  also  the 
opinion  of  the  board  that  the  portion  of  such  channel  from  the  head  of 
Galveston  Harbor  to  a  point  opposite  the  west  end  of  Pelican  Island 
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would  be  more  difficult  of  maiutenauce  than  auy  portion  of  the  other 
chaunel. 


Eeapectfully  submitted. 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8.  A, 


Z.  B.  Tower, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Lieut  Col,  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Gen. 

John  Newton, 
Lieut  Col.  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Gen. 

G.  W.  Howell, 
Captai7i  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


improving  SABINE  PASS,  TEXAS. 

During  the  year  but  10,450  cubic  yards  were  excavated  by  the  con- 
tractors, and  no  work  was  performed  by  them  after  November,  1876. 
They  have  evidently  abandoned  their  contract,  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
was  so  informed,  and  annulment  of  contract  recommended,  for  which 
authority  was  granted,  and  the  contractors  so  informed  by  letter  from 
this  office  of  June  20, 1877,  inviting  from  them  a  proposition  for  final 
settlement.    To  this  letter  no  reply  has  been  received. 

By  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14,  1876,  $38,000  was  appropri- 
ated "  for  the  improvement  at  Sabine  Pass,  and  for  improvement  of  Blue 
Buck  Bar  and  Sabine  Bay,  and  for  deepening  the  channel  over  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  Eiver,  and  tor  deepening  of  the  channel  over 
the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neches  River,  where  these  rivers  enter  Sa- 
bine Bay.'' 

In  my  project  of  operations,  dated  May  18, 1877,  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  appropriation,  it  was  shown  that  if  this  small  amount  was  applied 
to  the  four  works  contemplated  by  the  act  named,  no  appreciable  benefit 
would  accrue  to  either,  and,  as  Sabine  Pass  was  undoubtedly  the  most 
important  of  the  four,  it  was  recommended  that  the  appropriation  be  ap- 
plied to  the  former,  in  excavating  a  channel  through  the  bar  at  its  mouth 
12  feet  in  depth  at  mean  low  tide,  with  a  width  of  100  feet  at  bottom. 
This  recommendation  was  approved  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  and 
under  date  of  June  12,  1877, 1  was  authorized  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
to  so  apply  the  appropriation,  together  with  the  balance  of  appropriation 
($20,000)  approved  March  3,  1876. 

Proposals  for  the  work  by  contract  were  invited  July  16, 1877,  by 
advertisement,  the  bids  for  which  will  be  opened  August  20,  1877. 

Should  there  be  a  balance  sufficient,  after  completing  the  channel 
through  the  bar,  it  is  proposed  to  straighten  the  channel  through  the 
body  of  the  pass. 

The  survey  required  as  a  preliminary  to  the  work  of  dredging  has  been 
ordered,  and  is  now  in  progress. 

Original  estimated  cost $87,513  90 

Whole  amount  appropriated 58, 000  00 

Whole  amount  expended 6, 225  58 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  Galveston,  near  the  light-honse 
the  entrance  to  Sabine  Pass. 
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In  my  report  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  February  4, 1875, 1 
sabtnitted  revised  estimates  for' this  work,  as  follows  : 

For  a  12-foot  channel |105,026  00 

For  a  15.foot  channel 176,071  00 

For  a  20-foot  channel 390,317  00 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available |16, 658  84 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 38, 000  00 

$54, 658  84 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 2, 884  42 

July  1,1877, outstanding  liabilities 1,285  00 

4, 169  42 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 50,489  42 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  for  12-foot 

channel $47,026  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.       47, 026  00 


J  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  PASS  CAVALLO,  INLET  TO  MATAGORDA  BAY,  TEXAS. 

Report  on  the  survey  for  this  work,  with  project  for  improvement, 
will  be  found  in  Part  I,  pages  760  to  765,  inclusive,  report  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1874. 

The  sum  of  $20,000  was  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1877,  for  commencement  of  the  work.  Examination  of  the  project, 
with  its  estimates,  must  show  how  entirely  inadequate  for  commence- 
ment the  amount  of  ax)propriatiou  should  be  considered. 

Appropriation  was  withheld,  by  direction  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
War,  until  late  in  the  year. 

Under  date  of  April  25,  1877,  the  Chief  of  Engineers  informed  me  of 
release,  and  directed  submission  of  a  project  for  its  expenditure.  The 
following  was  submitted : 

New  Orleans,  La.,  May  21, 1877. 

General:  In  obedience  to  inBtructions  commauicated  in  Engineer  Department  let- 
ter of  April  25,  1877, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit,  with  explanatory  remarks,  a  project 
for  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  now  available  *^  for  the  improvement  of  Pass  Ca- 
vallo  Inlet  to  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas."  The  amonnt,  being  bnt920,000,  is  not  adequate 
for  commencement  of  the  work,  if  we  employ  the  character  of  construction  origiually 
proposed,  viz,  a  gabionade. 

To  begin  a  work  of  this  character  a  suitable  plan  must  first  be  provided,  and  a  large 
amount  of  material,  both  manufactured  and  for  continuance  of  manufacture,  must  be 
collected.  I  am  satisfied,  from  experience  with  the  Galveston  work,  that  at  least 
$100,000  should  be  available  before  the  engineer  in  charge  should  feel  justified  in  mak- 
ing a  commencement. 

In  my  original  project  for  this  work,  which  I  see  no  reason  11^  change  as  regards  gen- 
eral plan,  that  part  to  be  first  undertaken  was  the  closure  of  the  Elizabeth  and  Decrow 
Channels,  lying  between  Matagorda  Peninsula  and  Pelican  Island,  by  a  gabionade 
along  the  line  XY,  (see  chart,)  which  is  nearly  7,000  feet  in  length,  the  object  being 
to  cause  the  building  out  of  the  peninsula  as  far  as  the  island,  and  the  confinement  of 
the  waters  entering  and  discharging  from  the  bay  to  the  main  channel.  In  this  respect 
the  plan  of  the  work  is  similar  to  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

For  making  this  closure  the  gabionade  has  many  advantages,  the  principal  of  which 
are  the  rapidity  with  which  a  single  tier  of  gabions  and  mats  could  be  laid  the  whole 
length  of  this  line  to  prevent  excessive  scour,  and  the  possibility  of  afterward  gradu- 
ally completing  the  closure,  so  as  to  give  ample  time  for  the  sand  to  form  about  the 
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structure  and  for  the  main  channel  to  gradually  accommodate  itself  to  the  new  service 
required  of  it. 

The  only  other  method  of  closure  suggested  is  that  of  a  strong  sheet-piling.  I  have 
made  an  estimate  of  the  material  required  for  this,  and  find  that  it  will  cost  about 
$18,000,  delivered. 

It  would  be  unsafe  to  estimate  the  cost  of  construction  in  so  exposed  a  locality  as 
this  is  known  to  be  at  less  than  the  cost  of  material,  which  would  make  the  estimate 
for  the  work  $36,000.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  appropriation  may  be  made  to 
complete  about  half  the  line  by  this  method. 

Since  the  sheet-piling  would  efiect  a  total  closure  as  it  progressed,  the  work  would 
be  embarrassed  and  its  cost  increased  by  continued  and  increasing  scour  about  its  end. 
I  therefore  think  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  it. 

The  only  project  that  I  feel  at  all  justified  in  recommending  is  one  looking  to  an  ade- 
quate appropriation  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  for  constructing  the  gabionade — 
one  of  preparation  for  the  placiug  of  gabions,  viz,  the  placing  of  the  guide-piling  along 
the  line  XY.    Even  this  has  its  objections : 

1.  The  piling,  in  order  to  ofier  reanonable  hope  of  withstanding  the  fall  and  winter 
storms,  would  be  very  much  more  costly  than  that  required  for  the  placing  of  gabions 
and  mats,  when  carried  on  simultaneously. 

2.  Judging  from  observed  eifecte  of  bridge-piling  between  New  Orleans  and  Mobile, 
the  piles  would  offer  sufficient  obstruction  to  the  tidal  currents  to  cause  scour  between 
them. 

Those  most  interested  in  this  proposed  improvement  urge  a  commencement  of  some 
kind.  They  argue  that  if  the  present  appropriation  is  expended,  it  will  better  their 
chances  for  obtaining  further  appropriation,  and  of  finally  securing  adequate  appro- 
priation for  completing  the  work.  Tbey  are  possibly  right.  With  a  desire  to  aid  them 
in  any  way  that  offers  a  show  of  reason,  the  last-stated  project  is  submitted  for  con- 
sideration. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  HOWBLL, 
Captain  of  Engineere. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Ckiff  of  Engineer 8y  U,  8,  A, 

After  consideration  of  the  above,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  decided 
as  shown  in  the  following  copy  of  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers : 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

fVashington,  D.  C,  July  19,  1877. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  May  21,  last,  in  reference  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation 
of  $20,000,  made  by  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14,  1876,  **for  the  improvement 
of  Pass  Cavallo  Inlet  to  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,"  was  duly  received,  and  submitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  June  28,  with  recommendation  that,  "  in  order  not  to  risk  the 
danger  of  great  loss  to  which  an  unfinished  or  imperfect  structure  would  be  subjected^ 
*  *  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  be  suspended  to  wait  the  future  action 
of  Congress."  The  Secretary  of  War  has  approved  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief 
of  Engineers,  and  you  will  be  governed  accordingly. 

In  the  mean  time  you  will  please  submit  an  estimate  in  detail  of  the  additional  sum 
required  to  proceed  with  the  improvement  without  imminent  risk  of  serious  loss. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Humphreys. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Parke, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Capt.  C.  W.  Howetx, 

Corps  of  Engineers, 

In  consequence,  the  work  has  not  been  commenced.  It  cannot  be 
undertaken  to  advantage  under  an  appropriation  less  than  $150,000. 

Preparation  for  commencement  of  the  work,  viz:  The  collection,  by 
purchase  or  construction,  of  a  suitable  plant,  the  lease  of  ground  for 
manufacture  and  construction  of  quarters,  store-houses,  shops,  and 
wharves,  and  the  collection  of  material  in  desirable  quantity  will  of 
itself  cost  between  $70,000  and  $80,000.  To  be  conducted  to  the  best 
advantage  during  the  present  year,  the  preparations  for  it  should  all  be 
made  before  the  1st  of  February,  1878,  so  that  construction  can  be  com- 
menced about  the  Ist  of  May  and  the  favorable  season  for  such  work 
fully  utilized. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX   J.  471 

The  recommendations  and  estimates  presented  in  my  report  of  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1874,  are  adhered  to,  and  farther  appropriation  for  this  j^ear  of 
$130,000  recommended,  which  will  make  the  total  available  $150,000. 

The  importance  of  the  work  has  been  shown  in  previous  reports. 

Ko  commercial  statistics  for  the  past  year  have  been  received. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  coll ection-dist riot  of  lodianola,  Texas,  and  the  nearest 
light-house  is  that  at  the  entrance  to  the  pass. 

Money  Statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 $20, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 20,000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 695,  ?QS  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .  150, 000  00 


letter  of  the  chief  of  engineees. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  June  28, 1877. 

Sir:  I  submit  herewith  a  commanication  from  Captain  Howell, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  in  reference  to  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation 
of  $20,000  of  August  14, 1876,  for  the  improvement  of  Pass  Cavallo,  en- 
trance to  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  this 
sum  is  insufficient  for  the  complete  construction  of  any  portion  of  the 
plan  which  it  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  adopt  in  an  endeavor  to 
improve  this  entrance. 

In  order  not  to  risk  the  danger  of  great  loss  to  which  an  unfinished 
or  imperfect  structure  would  be  subjected,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that 
the  expenditure  of  this  appropriation  be  suspended  to  await  the  future 
action  of  Congress. 

Captain  Howell  will  be  directed  to  submit  an  estimate  in  detail  of  the 
additional  sum  required  to  proceed  with  the  improvement  without 
imminent  risk  of  serious  loss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig.  Oen.  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  McCrary, 

Secretary  of  War. 

[Indorsement.] 

The  recommendation  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  is  approved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

H.  T.  Crosby, 

Chief  Clerk. 
July  17, 1877. 
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ANNUAL  EBPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  JAMES  F.  GREGORY,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  lexds,  July  10,  1877. 
General  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annaal  report 
upon  the  work  for  the  protection  of  the  river-banks  at  Fort  Brown, 
Texas,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  F.  GREaoRY, 

Captain  of  Engineer's. 
Brig,  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U,  8.  A. 


PROTECTION   OF   THE   RITER-BANKS    AT    FORT    BROWN,  TEXAS,  FROM 
ENCROACHMENTS  OF   XHE  RIO   GRANDE. 

The  anthority  under  which  the  work  was  done  was  given  by  the  fol- 
lowing order : 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

fVaskingUm,  D.  C,  December  30,  1876. 
Sir  :  The  act  making  appropriatioDs  for  anndry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  contains  the  following  item,  viz  : 

**For  work  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  river-hanks  at  Fort  Brown,  Texas, 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  Rio  Grande,  $10,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War/* 

By  indorsement  of  the  War  Department  of  December  21,  on  communication  of  the 
Paymaster-General,  the  Secretary  of  War  approves  of  the  assignment  of  this  work  to 
you,  and  directs  that  the  appropriation  be  disbursed  under  the  Engineer  Department. 
•  ••»#»  • 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Humphreys. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Parke, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Capt.  James  F.  Gregory, 

Corps  of  Engineers, 

There  has  been  so  much  written  by  various  oflBcers  of  the  Army  who, 
from  time  to  time,  sincje  1867,  have  reported  concerning  the  great  and 
frequent  changes  which  are  continually  taking  place  in  the  channel  of 
the  Eio  Grande,  the  friable  nature  of  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  of 
the  encroachments  of  the  river  upon  its  banks  in  front  of  the  city  of 
Brownsville,  and  the  post  of  Fort  Brown,  that  there  is  necessary  here 
but  a  brief  r^umS  of  the  condition  of  affairs  when  I  assumed  charge 
of  the  work  of  protection  in  January,  1877. 
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The  evils  apprehended  for  Fort  Brown  from  river  encroachments, 
besides  the  loss  of  land,  were  twofold,  viz  : 

First.  That  in  the  concave  bend  below  the  site  of  old  Fort  Brown, 
the  narrow  strip  of  land  which  now  separates  the  river  from  the  lagoon 
would  be  worn  away  and  the  lagoon  either  be  drained  or  again  be^me 
the  channel  of  the  river,  in  the  former  case  leaving  an  unhealthy  marsh 
to  the  sanitary  detriment  of  the  garrison,  or  in  the  latter  event  probably 
destroying  the  national  cemetery,  which  is  located  on  an  island  in  the 
lagoon.  I  may  here  report  what  has  been  so  often  reported  upon,  viz : 
The  lagoon  is  filled  with  water  at  each  overflow  of  its  banks  by  the 
river.  As  its  bed  is  about  5  feet  above  the  plane  of  low- water  surface  of 
the  river  it  could  easily  be  drained  at  low-water,  but  could  not  be  kept 
dry  by  leveeing  against  the  river,  as  it  is  the  receptacle  of  a  large 
extent  of  surface  drainage.  The  apprehensions,  therefore,  that  in  the 
event  of  being  drained  it  would  become  an  ^<  unhealthy  marsh  "  seem  to 
be  justified. 

Second.  That,  judging  from  the  rapid  encroachments  during  the  past 
three  years  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  post,  the  river  would  sooa 
break  through  into  the  northern  end  of  the  lagoon,  destroying  in  its 
course  some  of  the  most  valuable  buildings  at  the  post,  and  leaving  the 
major  portion  of  the  reservation  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the  river,  if  not 
in  Mexican  territory.  The  store-houses,  workshops,  &c.,  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  situated  between  the  lagoon  and  the  river,  have 
also  been  considered  in  danger  from  every  succeeding  high-water. 

Many  schemes  for  protection  along  the  fronts  mentioned  have  been 
devised,  and  some  of  them  were  carried  into  effect.  In  the  concave 
bend  near  the  southeastern  corner  of  the  reservation  a  costly  work  of 
timber  and  sheet-piling  was  built  some  years  since  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department,  of  which  scarcely  a  trace  now  remains. 

About  330  yards  up  stream  from  the  garrison- wall,  a  pile  jetty  was 
built  by  private  parties  in  1871.  Though  tbe  greater  portion  of  this 
work  has  been  washed  away,  a  portion  about  100  feet  long  remains. 
This  work  has  been  the  cause  of  an  immense  accumulation  of  land  both 
above  and  below  it,  which,  diverting  the  channel  at  this  point  to  the 
westward,  has  caused  the  rapid  erosion  along  the  northwestern  front  of 
the  reservation. 

The  portions  of  the  Fort  Brown  front  which  it  has  been  considered 
desirable  to  protect  are  from  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  reservation 
down  stream  about  1,000  feet,  and  along  the  concave  bend  below  old 
Fort  Brown  about  twice  that  distance. 

By  comparing  the  plat  of  a  survey  made  by  myself  with  a  tracing  of 
Lieutenant  Haupt's  map,  made  in  March,  1809, 1  found  that  the  erosion 
along  the  front  below  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  line  of  officers' 
quarters  with  the  river-bank  had  been  inconsiderable  in  eight  years,  and 
that  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  were  not  measurably  greater  than 
they  were  at  the  time  of  Lieutenant  Haupt's  examination.  From  the 
garrison-wall  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  reservation  down  stream 
to  the  point  of  intersection  above  mentioned  the  case  was  very  different. 
The  erosion  in  the  intervening  eight  years  had  been  at  the  wall  about 
50  feet;  in  front  of  the  Administration  building  about  50  feet,  and  at  a 
point  about  midway  between  these  two  about  90  feet;  the  erosion  hav- 
ing almost  all  taken  place  since  the  erection  of  the  up-stream  jetty  in 
1871,  and  being  much  greater  in  the  last  two  than  in  the  four  preceding 
years. 

It  was  very  desirable,  therefore,  that  something  be  done  at  once  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  erosion,  and  it  was  also  considered  imperative 
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that  whatever  work  should  be  andertakeu  should  be  completed  before 
the  season  of  high- water,  which  usually  comes  about  June  1,  should 
arrive. 

The  amount  appropriated  did  not  permit  the  erection  of  any  very 
extended  work,  and  time  was  also  an  element  of  great  importance. 
After  a  thorough  examination  of  the  locality,  and  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  circumstances,  I  recommended  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
that  a  pile  jetty  or  breakwater  should  be  erected,  with  its  up-stream 
end  at  or  near  the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street,  Brownsville,  above  the 
point  where  the  direct  current  strikes  the  shore,  with  any  considerable 
force.  The  axis  of  the  breakwater  to  make  an  angle  of  not  more  than 
90  with  the  general  direction  of  the  shore-line  from  the  starting-point 
to  a  point  on  the  bank  in  front  of  the  Administration  building;  the 
structure  to  be  150  feet  long,  with  a  wing  at  the  down-stream  end 
connecting  with  the  shore  below,  which  should  make  an  obtase  angle 
with  the  main  structure,  the  purpose  of  the  main  structure  being  to  de- 
ilQct  the  current  from  the  bank,  and  that  of  the  wing  to  prevent  erosion 
behind  the  work  by  the  eddy  which  would  form  below  it. 

To  prevent  w^ashing  around  the  piles,  heavy  brush  mattresses  were  to 
be  placed  under  the  entire  structure.  As  the  banks  are  eroded  from 
below  and  tumble  in  when  the  pressure  against  them  is  removed  by  the 
subsidence  of  high  water,  it  was  believed  that  if  the  deep  channel  could 
be  kept  at  its  present  distance  from  the  bank  that  the  erosions  by  the 
flood- water  would  be  of  small  importance  compared  to  the  additional 
power  of  resistance  gained  by  the  breakwater  by  allowing  the  shortest 
possible  leverage  to  the  current  against  the  piles.  It  was,  therefore, 
recommended  that  the  tops  of  the  piles  be  left  only  high  enough  above 
low- water  surface  to  admit  of  substantial  double  longitudinal  and  trans- 
verse bracing,  the  flood-water  above  about  5  feet  being  permitted  to  pass 
over  the  entire  structure.  This  plan  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, and  I  was  directed  to  purchase  the  materials  and  machinery  esti- 
mated for  in  the  plan  recommended,  and  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
^vork.  The  timber  and  materials  were  purchased  in  open  market  in 
Mobile,  Ala.,  and  the  work  was  done  by  hired  labor. 

Pile-driving  was  begun  on  the of  April  and  the  work  completed 

on  the  15th  of  June.  The  piles,  which  are  of  12  by  12  inch  pine,  were 
driven  with  a  1300- pound  hammer  having  a  maximum  drop  of  40  feet. 
They  were  driven  to  the  extreme  limit  of  endurance,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  anchorage  piles,  are  from  18  to  29  feet  in  the  ground.  They 
are  in  two  rows,  12  feet  apart  from  center  to  center,  and  7  feet  apart 
from  center  to  center  in  each  row.  They  are  braced  by  a  double  set  of 
longitudinal  and  transverse  'braces  of  10  by  10  timbers  bolted  with 
1-inch  screw-bolts  with  double  washers. 

Under  the  entire  structure  and  projecting  6  feet  outside  of  it  are  mat- 
tresses of  brush  composed  of  two  cross-layers  of  fascines  which  are  1 
foot  in  diameter  and  12  and  25  feet  long.  The  structure  when  completed 
was  filled  with  layers  of  fascines  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  used 
in  constructing  mattresses,  and  of  bricks  and  broken  bricks,  the  only 
material  to  be  obtained  for  ballast  along  the  Lower  Rio  Grande.  Upon 
the  top  stringers  planks  were  spiked  at  intervals  of  4  feet  to  keep  in 
place  the  fascines  and  brick  of  the  filling  until  sufficient  sediment  shall 
be  deposited  by  the  river  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  work  there  have  been  two  rises  of  the 
river,  neither  of  which,  however,  reached  a  height  of  more  than  6  feet 
above  low  water. 

No  further  recommendations  with  reference  to  the  work  can  be  made 
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until  the  effects  of  the  next  considerable  rise  upon  it,  and  upon  the 
banks  just  above  and  below  it  shall  be  seen.  Such  rise  usually  occurs 
about  the  1st  of  Jane  and  again  in  September. 

This  year,  though  it  may  arrive  in  July,  it  is  probable  that  the  floods 
have  been  passed  off  in  successive  discharges  from  the  vanous  mountain 
tributaries  of  the  Kio  Grande,  instead  of  being  poured  down,  as  is  usual, 
at  about  the  same  time. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  funds  showing  the  amounts  expended 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877,  and  the  amount  available 
July  1,  1877: 

Money  statement 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Jaly  31, 1876,  making  appropriations 
for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1877,  &c..     ^10,000  00 

July  1;  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7, 197  59 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 2,802  41 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  W.  H.  H.  BENYAURD,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineeb  Office, 

Memphis^  Tcnw.,  July  2,  1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Hnbmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
upon  the  works  under  my  charge,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1877. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  H.  Benyaubd, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


Captain  of  Engineers. 


Li. 

mPROVEMENT  OF  THE  OUACHITA  RIVER,  LOUISIANA  AND  ARKANSAS. 

After  the  close  of  operations  for  the  fiscal  year  1876,  the  snag-boat 
O.  G.  Wagner  was  taken  to  New  Orleans,  docked  and  thoroughly  re- 
paired for  the  work  of  the  following  season. 

The  appropriation  of  $12,000  made  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
August  14,  1876,  was,  however,  not  made  available,  (except  an  allot- 
ment of  $800  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  property,  &c.,  per- 
taining to  the  work,)  until  May  1,  1877. 

Preparation  was  then  iajmediately  made  to  put  the  boat  in  commis- 
sion. After  repairs,  incidental  to  being  laid  up  so  long  in  that  climate, 
had  been  made,  the  Wagner  was  sent  to  the  Upper  Ouachita. 

The  project  as  approved  being  to  build  low-water  dams  across  the 
side  channel  at  Spoon  Camp  Shoals  and  Buffalo  Fiats,  for  the  purpose 
of  concentrating  all  the  water  at  a  low  stage  of  the  river  into  one  chan- 
nel ]  for  if  the  steamers  navigating  the  river  could  get  over  the  ob- 
structions at  these  places,  they  could  reach  Camden,  Ark.,  and  in  addi- 
tion the  Wagner  was  to  work  during  the  remainder  of  the  season  in 
removing  snags,  logs,  and  other  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river. 

The  work  has  only  been  carried  on  since  the  middle  of  last  month, 
and  has  progressed  very  favorably  and  satisfactorily,  as  can  be  seen  by 
the  following  report  of  Mr.  Justin  Straszer,  in  local  charge: 

Buffalo  Flats,  Ouachfta  Rivbr, 

June  30,  1877. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  report  on  the  operations  of  the 
United  States  snag-boat  O.  G.  Wapier  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 
The  snag-boat  was  oat  of  commission  and  laid  ap  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  from  Jaly  1, 
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1876,  to  May  20, 1877,  on  which  day  I  received  yonr  verbal  orders  to  commence  the  nec- 
essary repairs  and  get  the  boat  ready  for  service  in  OaachitA  and  Yazoo  Kivers. 

This  being  completed  by  Jnne  8,  and  having  taken  on  board  the  necessary  supplies 
and  outfit,  I  started,  in  accordance  with  your  written  instructions,  from  New  Orleans, 
June  9,  and  arrived  at  Camden,  Ark.,  the  present  head  of  navigation  on  Ouachita 
Biver,  June  16. 

While  on  the  way,  heavy  rains  throughout  the  country  had  caused  an  extraordinary 
rise  in  the  river,  which,  however,  commenced  declining  upon  my  arrival  at  Camden, 
Ark. 

The  project  of  improvements  in  Ouachita  River  embraces,  as  the  most  important 
parts,  the  construction  of  low-water  dams  at  Spoon  Camp  Shoals  and  Buffalo  Flats, 
distant  from  Camden  respectively  18  and  21.75  miles,  and  it  was  decided  to  start  in  and 
complete  this  work  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other. 

I  left  Camden  June  18  with  an  additional  force  of  twenty  laborers  and  proceeded  to 
Spoon  Camp  Shoals. 

The  river  being  still  too  high  for  any  other  work,  the  whole  force  of  the  boat  was 
employed  in  cutting  brush,  poles,  and  timber,  dragging  them  to  the  shore,  whence  it 
was  loaded  on  the  boat  and  carried  to  the  place  of  construction.  At  the  same  time  the 
construction  of  mattresnes  was  commenced. 

On  Friday,  June  22,  the  river  having  fallen  to  9  feet  above  low  water,  I  was  enabled 
to  make  the  necessary  soundings  and  to  select  definitely  the  location  of  the  dams, 
namely,  to  build  one  dam  from  the  main  left  shore,  across  the  old  low-water  channel 
to  the'tow-head,  thence  another  dam  to  the  main  island,  closing  up  a  smaller  chute. 

The  same  evening  I  commenced  the  construction  of  dam  No.  1,  by  towing  two  large 
mattresses,  each  55  by  30  feet,  into  the  chute,  and  located  them  with  ropes  in  the  re- 
quired position.  The  filling  with  brush  and  ballasting  with  heavy  oak  timber,  cut  on 
the  bank,  was  continued,  to  a  thickness  of  5  feet. 

A  load  of  rocks,  40  cubic  yards,  was  towed  from  Treadway's  Landing  to  Spoon  Camp, 
and  used  for  ballast  and  riprap. 

Dam  No.  2  across  the  small  chute,  from  the  tow-head  to  the  island,  having  a  length 
of  90  feet,  was  commenced  on  June  28,  and  the  construction  of  the  same  carried  on  as 
before. 

Heavy  rains  during  the  week  caused  a  new  rise  in  the  river  of  16  feet,  which  inter- 
rupted work  for  a  few  days.  I  started,  therefore,  to  Treadway's  Landing  on  June  29, 
loaded  with  66  cubic  yards  of  rock,  and  returned  the  next  day  to  Spoon  Camp. 

The  dams  were  found  intact  and  solid,  and  will  require  3  days  more  for  completion, 
which  will  be  executed  as  soon  as  the  level  of  the  river  falls  to  the  crest  of  the  dam«. 

Nine  snags,  principally  heavy  water-logged  timber,  being  in  the  channel  at  Cold  Bite 
Shoals  and  in  the  bend  above,  and  being  serious  obstructions  in  low-water,  were  re- 
moved, pawed  in  suitable  lengths,  and  used  as  ballast  on  the  dams. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Justin  Stkaszer, 
Comdg.  U.  S.  Snag-boat  O.  G.  Wagner, 
Major  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd, 

Capt,  Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A, 

Doriiig  the  coming  season  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the  construction 
of  the  d»ni8  at  Buffalo  Flats  and  to  remove  the  steamer  Ora,  lately  sunk, 
and  other  obstructions  to  the  safe  navigation  of  the  river. 

COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  amount  of  commerce  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juiie 
30,  1877,  in  Ouachita  Kiver,  Arkansas,  embraces — 

Cotton,  about  40,000  bales,  valued  at $2,000,000 

Oa k  staves,  val u ed  at 1 00 ,  IK)0 

Hides  and  sundries,  valued  at 50,000 

Value  of  down-freight 2,150,000 

Value  of  up- freight,  consisting  of  provisions,  supplies,  agricultural  imple- 
ments, and  general  merchandise,  about 1,500,  000 

Total 3.650,iH)U 

From  Ouachita  River,  in  Louisiana,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  full 
commercial  statistics.    The  amount  of  cotton,  however,  shipped  from 
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tbe  entire  river  amounta  to  about  150,000  bales  annually,  estimated  at 
$7^00,000. 

The  river  was  navigated  during  tbe  season,  from  Jannary  10  to  June 
30,  1877,  through  to  Camden,  Ark.,  by  the  following  boats : 

New  Orleans  and  Ouachita  Bicer  Transpartatiou  Company's  Steamers : 

Tons.  Tripe 

John  Howard 800  8 

Shanoo Hf.O  6 

Era  No.  9 200  3 

VVniie 200  « 

Bastrop 360  6 

Independent  steamers: 

Cotton  VaUey 500      10 

Fancbon .' i 450        3 

City  of  Augnsta 350        1 

The  Ouachita  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Arkansas,  there  being  but  one,  and  in 
the  third  co)]eotion -district  of  Louisiana. 
The  port  of  entry  properly  is  New  Orleans,  La. 
The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  that  place  is  f  1,601,646.32. 

The  original  estimate  of  operating  upon  tbe  Ouachita  with  snag-boat 
is  as  follows : 

Cost  of  steamer $30,000 

Running  expenses,  per  month 2,200 

No  detailed  estimates  will  be  presented  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Ouachita  with  the  snag-boat,  since  the  nature  of  the  work  must  be  con- 
tinuous from  year  to  year,  owing  to  the  character  of  the  obstructions 
which  each  flood  brings  down. 

The  estimates  are  therefore  only  based  upon  the  amount  required  to 
run  tbe  snag-boat  for  a  season's  work. 

Amount  appropriated  March  3,  1871 S-fSljOOO  00 

Amount  appropriated  June  10,1872 100,000  00 

Amount  appropriat<'d  March  3,  1873 60,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  August  14,1876 12,000  00 

Total  amount  appropriated 223,000  00 

Total  amount  expended 216, 169  44 

Balance  on  hand  July  1,1877 6,830  56 

The  first  appropriations  were  made  with  a  view  to  the  improvement 
of  the  river  by  means  of  a  system  of  locks  and  dams,  the  estimated  cost 
of  which  was  $1,163,083.75,  and  by  operating  with  a  non-propelling  crane- 
boat. 

There  had  been  expended  nnder  this  project  for  materials,  surveys, 
&c.,  about  $160,000  when  it  was  abandoned. 

The  remainder  of  the  appropriations  has  been  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  an  iron-hull  snag-boat  and  in  operating  it  upon  the  river. 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $358  03 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 12, 000  00 

12, 358  03 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 5,527  47 

July  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 6,830  56 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    20, 000  QQ 
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Lr    2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  YAZOO  RIVER,  MISSISSIPPI. 

No  work  was  carried  on  upon  this  river  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1877,  as  the  amount  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress  approved 
Augnst  14,  1876,  was  not  made  available  in  time. 

As  this  amount  is  entirely  too  small  to  provide  an  ample  outfit  and 
at  the  same  time  carry  on  the  work  necessary  to  be  done,  I  shall  be 
required  to  wait,  as  I  have  done  in  previous  seasons,  until  the  snag- 
boat  Wagner  can  be  spared  from  her  district  of  operations,  and  pat  her 
upon  the  Yazoo. 

Accordingly,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  operations  on  the  Yazoo  in 
the  removal  of  the  most  dangerous  obstructions  to  the  safe  navigation 
of  the  stream. 

Tbese  obstructions  consist  of  wrecks  of  steamers  sunk  during  the  war, 
and  of  snags,  sunken  logs,  and  overhanging  trees. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  the  river  was  $120,000, 
which,  if  extended  over  a  period  of  four  years,  would  be  sufficient  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Other  streams,  like  the  Big  Sunflower,  Tallahatchie,  &c.,  navigated 
by  the  same  steamers  that  ply  in  the  Yazoo,  and  whose  products  are 
estimated  in  the  general  commercial  statistics  of  the  Yazoo  Biver, 
should  be  included  in  the  improvement. 

In  case  they  be  so  included,  detailed  estimates  for  their  improvement 
can  be  submitted. 

The  amounts  appropriated  for  the  Yazoo  have  been  as  follows: 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 f40,000 

(This  amount  was  applied  to  the  removal  of  the  wrecks  of  the  steamers 

Arcadia,  R.  J.  Lackland,  Golden  Age,  Glyde,  Petrel,  Ivy,  Van  Dorn,  Polk, 

and  Idaho,  sunk  in  the  stream  during  the  operations  of  the  war.) 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 12,000 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1876 15,00ii 

Of  the  latter  amount  there  is  still  available  913,956.51. 

The  nearest  port  of  entry  is  Vicksburg,  and  is  in  the  collection-district  of  Mississippi. 

The  commercial  statistics  have  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 1,043  49 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 13,956  51 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 93,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitaldy  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     50.  000  00 


L3. 

REMOVAL  OF  RAFT  IN  RED  RIVER  AND  CLOSING  TONE'S  BAYOU,  LOUISIANA. 

In  previous  years,  the  two  items  auder  the  above  head  have  been  sep- 
arate, and  appropriations  made  for  each. 

By  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  14,  1876,  they  were  con- 
tinued in  one,  and  the  amount  of  $35,000  appropriated  for  the  whole 
work.  Of  this  amount  I  allowed  $9«000  for  work  on  the  raft,  and 
(26,000  for  the  work  of  closing  the  bayou. 
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REMOVAL  OF  RAFT  IN  RED  RIVER,  LOUISIANA. 

In  the  early  part  of  July,  1876,  the  river  above  Shreveport  commenced 
to  rise  and  continued  rising  very  rapidly  until  the  latter  part  of  the 
month. 

This  rise  loosened  and  brought  out  a  great  deal  of  long  and  heavy  tim- 
ber from  above,  which  formed  into  jams  below. 

The  appropriation  for  river  and  harbor  improvements  not  having 
passed  as  yet,  and  there  being  no  money  left  from  former  appropriations 
for  this  improvement,  no  work  could  be  done  by  the  Government  boats, 
although  several  of  the  river  steamboats  which  had  been  caught  above 
the  jams  did  what  they  could  to  keep  the  river  clear. 

By  the  11th  July  navigation  was  entirely  suspende<l  between  Shreve- 
port and  the  head  of  the  raft,  the  river  having  jammed  at  rafts  II,  13, 
and  39,  with  heavy  drift  still  running  from  above. 

The  upper  jam  commenced  forming  about  the  7th  July,  and  was  the* 
heaviest  that  had  formed  since  the  raft  was  opened,  its  length  being 
from  H  to  2  miles. 

At  this  time  the  river  was  very  high  and  was  still  rising,  so  that  every 
day  the  length  of  the  jam  was  increased,  and  would  have  become  very 
formidable  had  not  portions  of  it  broken  loose  and  drifted  down  the^ 
river,  forming  a  number  of  smaller  jams  below. 

About  the  1st  August  the  river  began  to  fall,  and  fell  as  rapidly  as  it 
had  risen,  so  that  by  the  25th  of  the  month  there  was  only  10  feet  of 
water  in  the  river  above  Shreveport;  and  as  some  of  the  stumps  in  the 
jam  required  from  7  to  8  feet  of  water  to  float  the  roots  clear,  it  was 
feared,  if  longer  delayed,  no  good  effectual  work  could  be  done  on  ac- 
count of  low-water. 

The  river  and  harbor  appropriation  bill  was  approved  on  the  14th 
August,  1876,  and  on  the  28th  August  authority  was  received  by  tele- 
graph from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  work  upon  the  removal  of  the  jams. 

The  United  States  steamer  Thomas  B.  Florence,  with  one  crane-boat, 
was  immediately  sent  into  the  raft  region,  and  from  August  28  to  Sep- 
tember 30, 1876,  the  following  was  accomplished,  Capt.  J.  S.  Tennyson 
being  in  charge  of  the  work. 

Septeml)er,  1876. — During  the  month  to  the  23d  the  Florence  was  en- 
gaged in  breaking  up  and  removing  jams  between  Shreveport  and  Gil- 
mer ;  12  jams  were  broken  up  and  removed,  the  total  length  of  which  was 
4,380  yards.  The  most  serious  jams  were  at  Gold  Point,  400  yards  long  ; 
Lake  Point,  (raft  No.  9,)  300  yards  long ;  and  at  Egypt  Plantation,  (rafts 
Nos.  16,  17,  and  18,)  1,200  yards  long.  These  jams  were  formed  in  very 
high-water,  and  the  river  tailing  very  rapidly  afterwards  caused  great 
difficulty  in  their  removal. 

The  crane- boat  No.  1,  Mr.  E.  H.  Slocomb  in  charge,  was  supplied  with 
a  steam-saw,  which  was  used  to  cut  the  long  timber  into  20  feet  lengths 
as  the  Florence  pulled  it  from  the  jams. 

During  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1876,  and 
January,  1877,  the  Florence  was  employed  on  the  Tone's  Bayou  work, 
supplying  the  parties  carrying  materials  and  towing  barges  and  flats 
loaded  with  brush  and  poles. 

In  February,  1877,  the  Florenee  was  engaged  to  the  17th  breaking 
up  and  removing  jams  in  the  raft  region ;  10  jams  were  removed,  the 
total  length  of  which  was  1,932  yards.  As  the  river  at  this  time  was 
rising,  these  jams  were  easily  broken.  Seven  shore-drift  piles  were  also 
removed,  and  74  long  trees  sawed  by  hand. 

In  April,  1877,  the  Florence  was  called  out  to  break  and  remove  some 
31  E 
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heavy  jams,  and  operated  from  the  18th  to  the  2l8t,  inclusive.  Five 
jams  were  removed,  the  total  length  of  which  was  about  1,150  yards, 
and  24  long  trees  sawed  up  by  hand. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Date. 


1876,  September  1  to  93 

1877,  FebrnaTT  1  to  17 . . 
1877,  April  18  to  21 

Total 


in  S 

it 


87 


ii 


4,380 
1,938 
1.1S0 


7,403 


11 


1% 
III 


157 


§11 


1.9S0 


1,950 


In  June  the  steamer  Florence,  in  going  from  Shreveport  to  Cypress 
Bayou  to  assist  in  raising  the  dredge-boat,  sunk  in  Benton  Out-off,  about 
five  miles  from  JefiPersou.  She«  however,  lies  near  the  shore,  in  a  very 
favorable  position  for  raising,  and  as  soon  as  a  low  stage  of  water  is 
reached,  she  can  be  raised  with  but  little  difficulty. 

The  original  detailed  estimate  for  the  removal  of  the  raft  (see  my  re- 
port of  last  year,  also  previous  reports  of  Captain  Howell)  was  $259,014, 
with  additional  items  for  keeping  open  the  channel  for  first  year,  $50,- 
€00,  and  for  subsequent  years  it  was  estimated  that  from  $10,000  to 
$25,000  would  be  required. 

The  amount  expended  upon  the  raft- work  and  river  in  its  vicinity  is 
$306,393.06. 

A  portion  ot  this  has  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  a  new  boat 
and  plant  requii^d  to  take  the  place  of  that  wornout  in  service. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  a  table  was  presented,  giving  the  present 
condition  of  the  raft,  width  of  channel,  &c.,  together  with  estimate  for 
the  removal  of  the  remainder  of  the  obstructions.  These  additional  es- 
timates are  rendered  necessary  from  the  constant  arid  progressive  for- 
mation of  the  raft. 

While  the  old  raft  proper  is  being  operated  upon,  work  must  also  be 
continued  to  prevent  the  formation  of  new  rafts,  and  the  boats  in  serv- 
ice have  been  working  continuously  to  this  eifect. 

By  reference  to  the  above  report  of  operations  for  the  past  season,  it 
will  be  seen  that  new  raft  and  rack  heaps  formed  and  were  packed  as 
tightly  and  were  equal  in  extent  to  any  one  of  the  old  raft-formations. 

It  must  be  considered  that  the  work  as  now  commenced  must  be  kept 
up  each  year.  One  season's  stoppage  of  work  would  be  sufficient  to  effect 
an  entire  blockade  of  the  river  and  prevent  its  navigation  above  Shreve- 
|)ort,  and  add  considerable  additional  expense  to  effect  a  re-opening. 

After  each  flood  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries  add  their  quota  of 
trees,  logs,  &c.,  to  the  stream,  eventually  becoming  serious  obstructions 
to  the  navigation. 

,  Some  act  simply  as  snags,  others  are  carried  along  and  finally  caught 
by  some  projecting  bank  or  other  obstruction,  and  as  other  additions 
are  made,  rapidly  grow  to  the  proportions  of  a  large  raft,  completely 
blocking  up  the  river. 

To  prevent  as  much  heavy  timber  as  possible  from  falling  into  the 
river  and  forming  snags,rafts,  &c.,  I  have  caused  the  trees  on  both 
banks,  to  a  point  within  20  miles  of  Fulton,  Ark.,  to  be  girdled,  with  a 
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view  to  having  them  felled  and  cut  ap,  so  that  when  the  flood  reaches 
them  they  will  float  ofi'  and  cannot  tend  to  form  any  obstraction.  If 
this  work  be  continued  up  the  main  river  and  its  tributaries,  the 
effect  will  be,  in  a  few  years,  to  have  an  open  river  throughout  the  en- 
tire season,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is  now,  blocked  up  with  every  rise. 
The  amounts  appropriated  heretofore  are  as  follows : 

By  act  approved  Jaoe  10,  1872 $150,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 80,000  00 

By  act  approved  Jnne  23,  1874 50,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 20,000  OO 

By  act  approved  Augast  14, 1876,  for  removing  raft  and  closing  Tone's  Bayou .     35,000  CO 

2.  CLOSING  tone's  BAYOU,  LOUISIANA. 

The  object  of  this  work  was  to  retain  in  the  main  part  of  Bed  Eiver 
all  that  volume  of  water  which  was  lost  to  it  by  the  outlet  through 
Tone's  Bayou,  and  thus  to  improve  the  low-water  navigation  of  I^d 
Eiver  below. 

For  years  past  Tone's  Bayou  has  been  gradually  enlarging,  until  last 
year  it  carried  off  at  low  water  about  three-fourths  of  the  volume  of 
water  that  passed  through  Red  River  above,  and  it  was  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time,  I  believe,  when  nearly  the  whole  of  that  amount  would 
have  gone  down  Tone's  Bayou,  and  thus  have  utterly  destroyed  the  low- 
water  navigation  of  Red  River. 

Having  received  authority  to  commence  the  work,  I  decided  to  at- 
tempt the  closing  of  the  bayou  by  building  a  mattress-dam,  as  all  pre- 
vious attempts  at  piling,  &c.,  seemed  to  have  failed. 

Having  no  stone,  we  had  to  have  recourse  to  bags,  filled  with  clay  to 
effect  the  sinking  The  first  few  mattresses  sunk  seemed  to  have  an 
effect  upon  the* volume  of  water  in  Red  River,  and  gave  us  hope  that 
the  object  for  which  the  dam  was  built  would  be  effected. 

The  dam  as  now  built  is  a  low-water  dam,  being  in  height  about  21 
feet,  the  crest  in  the  middle  being  about  14  feet  below  extreme  high- 
water  mark,  thus  allowing  the  bayou  to  void  a  great  volume  of  water 
during  the  flood-stages,  while  at  low  water  all  the  water  is  retained  ia 
Red  River. 

Had  the  appropriation  been  made  available  earlier,  I  reasonably  ex- 
pect that  the  entire  dam  would  have  been  finished  with  the  amount  ap- 
propriated; as  it  was,  we  were  thrown  later  into  the  season  and  experi- 
enced higher  water,  and  meeting  with  a  slight  accident  we  were  com- 
pelled to  finish  the  low-water  dam. 

The  work  was  in  charge  of  Mr.  Joseph  Burney,  assistant  engineer, 
whose  rei>ort  of  operations  will  be  found  below. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Memphis^  Tenn.,  February  19,  1877. 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  building  of  the  dam 
on  Tone's  Bayou,  near  Shreveport,  La. : 

On  the  25th  September  I  received  your  instructions  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  to  proceed 
to  Tone's  Bayou  to  make  examinations  and  surveys,  and  to  collect  information  bearing 
upon  the  constructiou  of  the  dam  until  your  arrival  in  the  following  week. 

During  that  time  I  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  bayou,  taking  several  cross- 
sections,  the  most  favorable  one  showing  the  following  results  at  low  water  or  read* 
ing  9'5.,  on  the  water-gauge  erected  during  the  progress  of  the  work : 
From  west  bank,  0',  20',  40',  60',  80',  lOO"  120',  140'.  160',  180',  200'. 
Depth,  0',  11',  24',  21',  21',    21',    21',    17',    12',      7',      0'. 
Giving  a  low- water  area  of  3,100  square  feet. 
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The  low-water  area  of  Red  River,  below  the  month  of  the  bayon,  showed  the  follow- 
iog  resalt : 

From  south  bank,  0',    20',    40',  60',  80',  100',  120',  140'. 
Depth,  0',  15'.5,  18',    9',    6',    6',  :V5.,      0'. 

Giving  a  low-water  area  of  1,160  square  feet. 

The  average  rates  of  currents  in  Red  River  and  Tone's  Bayon  were  abont  equal, 
being  at  the  rate  of  2  miles  per  hour,  thus  showing  that  the  bayon  was  taking  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  water  from  Red  River  when  it  was  greatly  wanted  for^avigation, 
and  wasting  it  through  Bayou  Pierre  and  the  lakes,  while  a  large  sand-bar  was  form> 
ing  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  in  Red  River,  which  showed  every  pros- 
pect of  soon  becoming  dry,  and  forcing  all  the  water  at  a  low  stage  down  the  bayon, 
which  was  steadily  widening  ai.d  deepening  to  receive  it;  thus  it  would  only  be  a 
short  time  before  navigation  in  low  water  to  Shreveport  would  be  suspended. 

I  quote  below  an  extract  from  the  Louisiana  State  engineer's  report  on  the  bayon, 
made  in  1875,  and,  from  my  own  observations  made  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  I 
fully  agree  with  the  opinions  given  : 

''Tone's  Bayou,  twenty  years  ago,  was  an  insignificant  stream,  only  drawing  water 
from  the  river  at  moderate  stages,  but  now  it  threatens  to  destroy  the  navigation  of 
the  main  channel,  even  when  it  should  have  sufficient  water  for  the  largest  class  of 
steamers  plying  in  the  Red  River  trade. 

*'  It  is  every  year  scouring  deeper  and  wider,  while  the  main  river  is  being  gradually 
diminished  in  width  and  depth.  In  order  to  avert  the  danger  of  absolute  suspension 
of  navigation  from  Grand  Ecore  to  Shreveport  during  6  or  7  months  of  the  year,  and 
these  months,  say,  July,  August,  September,  Oct-ober,  November,  December,  and  often 
January,  the  months  when  it  is  most  desirable  for  the  planter  and  the  merchant  to 
have  it.  Tone's  Bayou  must  be  closed  up." 

Major  Howell,  in  his  report  on  the  bayon,  made  in  1872,  states :  '^  At  the  time  of 
ganging,  the  discharge  of  Tone's  Bayou  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  river  below  it,*' 
and,  from  the  figures  given  above,  it  had  increased  in  1876  to  nearly  three-fourths. 

While  admitting  the  importance  of  immediately  commencing  the  work,  there  were 
nearly  insurmountable  obstacles  t^o  be  encouuteied  in  carrying  out  the  work  to  a  suc- 
cessful close' during  the  low  water  of  1876. 

There  was  no  time  to  make  the  necessary  surveys,  examinations,  and  preparation  for 
a  work  of  so  much  importance,  as  in  a  short  time  the  high-water  season  would  begin, 
when  the  swift  current  and  heavy  drift-logs  from  the  raft  region  above  would,  perhaps, 
destroy  the  work  if  found  in  an  unfinished  condition,  and  many  attempts  had  been 
made  by  able  engineers,  under  far  more  favorable  circumstances,  which  had  always 
ended  in  a  complete  failure  to  close  the  bayou. 

After  carefully  considering  the  obstacles  to  be  encountered,  in  the  interest  of  naviga- 
tion, and  at  the  urgent  request  of  steamboat-owners,  you  determined  to  immediately 
undertake  the  work,  and  after  selecting  a  location  for  the  dam  you  placed  me  in  local 
charge  of  the  work,  with  the  following  instructions  : 

To  construct  the  dam  with  willow  mattresses,  sand-bags,  and  earthwork.  The  dam 
to  be  2i)0  feet  wide  at  the  base,  80  feet  wide  at  low-wat^r  level,  and  25  feet  wide  on 
the  crest,  2  feet  above  high-water  mark ;  and  in  the  construction  of  the  dam  to  be  care- 
ful in  protecting  the  sides,  and  to  always  have  the  work  in  such  a  condition  that 
should  a  heavy  rise  occur  in  the  river  the  work  could  be  suspended  without  danger 
until  the  next  low-water  season. 

On  the  5th  of  October,  1876,  the  United  States  steamboats  Florence  and  Aid,  two 
crane-boats,  and  about  40  workmen,  left  Shreveport,  La.,  and  arrived  in  the  bayou  on 
the  same  day.  We  then  erected  quarters  for  120  laborers.  One  of  the  crane-boats  was 
employe!  in  removing  snags  from  the  bayou  to  allow  us  to  float  the  mattresses,  and  a 
quarter-boat,  with  a  working  party,  was  sent  up  the  river  to  obtain  willows  and  Cot- 
tonwood trees. 

We  then  commenced  building  the  ways  for  the  construction  of  mattresses,  which  was 
done  as  follows : 

The  bank  of  the  bayou  was  cut  back  at  an  angle  of  about  30^  for  70  feet,  and  70  feet 
wide.  On  this  were  built  the  ways  made  of  11  skids  6"  by  4"  with  rounded  nosing  on 
top,  placed  5  feet  apart,  and  supported  on  posts  6"  by  4"  let  into  the  ground  2^9", 
and  the  skids  secured  by  three-quarter  inch  spikes. 

The  average  size  of  mattress  was  60'  by  36'  by  3',  and  was  constructed  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: 

Across  the  ways,  6  feet  apart,  were  placed  cotton  wood  trees  36  feet  long  and  about 
A"  to  5"  diameter  at  the  butt-s;  these  were  lashed  to  the  ways  to  prevent  them  from 
rolling  off.  At  right  angles  to  the  cottonwood  trees  were  placet!  other  cottonwood 
t  ees,  6  feet  apart,  and  at  the  four  extreme  corners  was  placed  an  ash  pin  3'  6"  long 
and  1^'  in  diameter;  at  every  intersection  of  the  cottonwoo<I  trees  a  one-inch  pin  was 
driven  through,  and  each  ioint  tied  with  strands  of  old  rope;  over  this  framework  waa 
placed  a  layer  of  willow  brush,  over  that  cottonwood  trees  6  feet  apart  in  the  same 
direction  as  the  last,  thus  making  the  cottonwood  treen  3  feet  apart  and  forming  the 
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willows  into  basket-work.  Again,  on  top,  another  row  of  trees  6  feet  apart  and  at 
right  angles  to  the  last,  and  npou  this  a  layer  of  willow  brush,  and  continued  the  same 
as  before  until  four  layers  of  brush  had  been  completed,  when  on  the  top  were  placed 
Cottonwood  trees  wit'hont  brush,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  sand-bags  used  in 
sinking. 

Each  corner  pin  was  run  through  the  entire  thickness  of  saplings,  and  wherever  the 
joints  met  a  one-inch  pin  was  used,  and  the  joints  secured  by  strands  of  old  rope. 

Each  mattress  contained  from  200  t4)  220  cotton  wood  trees;  and  estimating  the  brush 
and  saplings  as  they  were  bound  together,  each  mattress  would  contaiu  about  50  cords 
of  brush  and  trees. 

The  workmen  employed  in  constructing  the  mattresses  were  as  follows : 

Total  per 
OccQpation.  Rate  of  pay.  month. 

One  overseer - $50  00  $50  00 

Four  corner-men 40  00  160  00 

Two  pin-makers 30  00  60  OO 

0:ie  rope-strander 30  00  30  00 

Twenty  laborei-8 30  00  600  00 

T  .^enty-eight  months*  rations,  at 15  00  420  00 

Total  cost  per  month  for  mattress-gang 1, 320  OO 

This  party  under  very  favorable  circumstances  could  construct  2  mattresses  per  day, 
but  allowing  for  broken  time  a  fair  average  would  be  40  mattresses  per  month;  this 
would  make  cost  of  construction  per  mattress  $33. 

The  Cottonwood  trees  and  brush  were  obtained  about  15  miles  from  the  bayou  and 
towed  in  barges  by  the  United  States  steamer  Florence  to  the  works.  From  a  near 
calculation  I  estimate  the  cost  of  brush  delivered  at  the  ways  at  $1.50  per  cord,  which 
would  give  cost  of  mattress  as  below : 

50  cords  of  brush,  &c.,  at  $1.50 $75  00 

CouHtrnction 33  00 

Old  rope 3  00 

Cost  of  mattress .  .-^ Ill  00 

When  the  mattress  was  completed  a  1-inch  rope  was  tied  to  it  and  carried  to  a  hoist- 
ing crab  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bayou.  All  being  ready  the  lashings  on  the  ways 
were  cut  and  a  few  turns  on  the  crab  would  move  the  mattress,  when  it  would  slowly 
slide  into  the  water. 

The  mattresses  did  not  have  much  buoyancy,  for  the  top  poles  were  nearly  even  with 
the  water.  They  were  then  floated  down  to  the  dam,  and,  by  means  of  ropes  stretched 
across  the  bayou  at  various  distances  apart,  the  mattresses  were  placed  in  position  for 
sinking  without  any  difficulty.  We  then  dropped  down  a  flat-boat  loaded  with 
about  200  sand-bags  to  the  upper  end  of  mattress,  and,  placing  the  sand-bags  on  the 
end,  the  mattress  would  sink  and  the  flat-boat  would  slowly  float  over,  allowing  an 
even  distribution  of  the  sand-bags.  Then  on  the  top  of  the  mattress,  again,  we  would 
place  from  10  to  15  boat-loads  of  earth,  equal  to  sibout  150  cubic  yards. 

The  first  mattress  was  sunk  on  October  17,  lf57G,  and  a  few  days  later  you  inspected 
the  works  and  approved  of  what  had  been  done,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  altera- 
tion in  the  construction  of  the  mattresses. 

After  constructing  about  10  mattresses,  the  willows  near  the  work  had  all  been  used, 
and  we  were  compelled  to  use  very  coarse  brush,  having  to  cut  down  trees  and  take 
the  tops.    This  brush  made  a  very  inferior  mattreiss  to  the  willows. 

The  work  progressed  steadily  without  any  interruption  until  the  ISth  of  November, 
when  we  had  brought  a  part  of  the  mattress-work  up  to  the  \yater-level,  having  placed 
in  position  39  mattresses. 

The  water  above  and  below  the  dam  did  not  show  much  variation,  being  0'.5,  but  a 
slight  rise  coming  down,  in  12  days,  caused  a  variation  of  2'.  Every  precaution  had 
to  oe  taken  in  placing  the  mattresses  in  position  in  the  strong  current.  The  ropes 
across  the  bayou  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  we  placed  the  mattresses  in  position  by 
ropes  secured  to  trees  on  each  side  of  the  bayou. 

In  endeavoring  to  place  oue  mattress  in  position  the  current  tore  out  the  entire  end 
to  which  ropes  were  secured,  and  it  went  over  the  dam  and  was  lost,  not  being  able  to 
bring  it  back  in  the  current. 

Another  mattress  we  lost  by  the  ropes  breaking,  and  a  third  one  was  lost  by  the 
heavy  drift-logs  piling  up  against  It  before  it  was  tnlly  secured  with  sand-bags. 

During  this  time  we  suspended  carrying  earth  on  the  flats  to  the  dam,  as  the  water 
readily  carried  it  away,  and  we  could  only  use  sand-bags,  which  we  increased  to  about 
350  per  mattress. 
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The  heavy  drift  caused  ns  considerable  trouble  by  pilio^c  up  against  the  dam,  and  we 
were  compelled  to  remove  it.  This  we  did  by  means  of  the  capstan  on  the  steamboat 
Aid. 

In  placing  a  mattress  in  position  on  the  dam  at  this  time  it  would  raise  the  water 
above  in  a  few  minutes  0'.2,  and  when  one  was  carried  off  it  would  immediately  re- 
duce it  the  same  amount. 

By  the  mattresses  we  could  readily  change  the  direction  of  the  current  to  either  side 
of  the  bayou,  but  our  aim  was  to  keep  it  in  the  center  and  away  from  the  sides,  which 
it  would  have  rapidly  cat  away. 

You  again  inspected  the  work,  when  I  informed  yon  that  the  means  at  our  command 
for  sinking  the  mattresses  were  exhausted,  and  you  instructed  me  to  build  irom  the 
aides. 

We  then  mattressed  the  sides  to  nearly  high-water,  and  kept  building  out  into  the 
center  of  the  stream,  and  wheeling  on  sand-bags  aod  earth  from  the  sides,  and  in  this 
way  we  made  rapid  progress,  and  by  leaving  the  center  open  the  drift  readily  passed 
through  without  giving  any  trouble. 

About  December  1  the  water  began  to  slowly  fall  and  the  drift  to  cease  running. 

We  closed  in  the  center  and  gave  the  whole  dam  a  covering  of  sand*-bags  and  earth, 
which  cansed  the  mattresses  to  settle  about  1'.5  very  evenly. 

We  then  con  tinned  with  brush,  sand-bags,  and  earth,  as  before,  until  the  ^th  De- 
cember, when  one  of  the  coldest  and  severest  storms  occurred  that  ever  visited  this 
portion  of  the  country,  and  we  were  unable  to  obtain  the  brush,  for  the  workmen  could 
not  handle  it  on  account  of  the  snow,  and  we  had  no  alternative  but  to  build  the  up- 
per portion  of  earth  or  suspend  operations. 

It  was  considered  that  the  heavy  pressure  from  the  earth- work  would  give  solidity 
to  the  mattresses,  and  it  was  determined  to  build  the  upper  portion  of  the  dam  with- 
out brush,  and  by  the  3l8t  of  December  we  had  the  dam  about  5  feet  above  water- 
level,  and  it  presented  a  very  solid  apx>earance.  Although  we  had  not  succeeded  in 
stopping  the  leakage,  several  men  on  horseback  crossed  the  dam  for  the  first  time  that 
day,  and  the  variation  of  the  water  above  and  below  the  dam  was  3'.5.  We  kept 
steadily  building  up,  while  under  the  heavy  pressure  the  mattresses  again  sunk  about 
1',  and  in  places  holes  would  break  in  the  earth- work,  but  were  easily  filled  up.  lu 
order  to  prevent  the  leakage,  a  heavy  amount  of  earth- work  was  placed  in  front  of  the 
dam,  and  we  nearly  succeeded  in  stopping  it. 

Several  buggies  passed  over,  and  also  a  heavy  wagon  drawn  by  four  mules,  without 
danger.  On  the  5th  of  January,  1877,  the  snow  began  to  melt,  causing  another  rise  iu 
the  river,  while  the  water  below  the  dam  kept  steadily  falling,  and  on  Tuesday,  Jan- 
uary 9,  the  variation  of  water  above  and  below  the  dam  was  5^3.  This  heavy  pressure 
against  the  new  earth-work  caused  several  serious  caves,  which  we  succeeded  in  stop- 
ping. January  8  and  9  the  water  kept  steadily  rising  against  the  bank,  and  I  kept 
two  watchmen  on  the  dam  at  night  with  a  fire  burning  at  each  end,  and  the  workmen 
to  be  called  out  if  there  was  any  danger.  On  Monday  night  they  were  called  out  and 
stopped  the  caving;  on  Tuesday  night  we  again  succeeded  iu  stopping  it,  but  on 
Wednesday  morning,  January  10,  about  2  o^clock,  a  seriou<i  cave  occurred.  We 
endeavored  to  stop  it  with  sand-bags,  but  the  current  carried  them  over  the  dam,  and 
by  4  o'clock  it  broke  entirely  through,  when  I  abandoned  all  hope  of  saving  the  earth 
work,  which  was  carried  away  in  two  days. 

During  that  time,  although  the  river  had  been  on  a  steady  rise,  the  water  fell  2^H, 
and  at  Snreveport,  a  distance  of  30  miles  by  river,  it  fell  0'.5. 

I  immediately  sent  you  a  telegram,  and  on  the  12th  January  you  visited  the  works, 
and  after  carefully  examining  the  break,  it  was  found  that  notwithstanding  a  fall  of 
water  of  over  5  feet  had  been  running  over  them,  not  a  single  mattress  had  moved,  and 
the  fall  over  the  dam  remained  steady  at  2'.3. 

You  then  instructed  me  to  build  out  wing-dams  from  the  sides,  carrying  the  same  at 
the  extreme  ends  above  high-water  mark,  and  to  strengthen  the  center  with  sand-bags 
and  make  a  low-wat-er  dam. 

^  During  the  time  we  were  engaged  in  this  part  of  the  work  the  water  kept  steadily 
rising,  but  the  work  reciuired  to  be  done  was  snccessfully  executed. 

The  low- water  area  of  the  bayou  is  3,100  square  feet,  aud  the  water-area  closed  by 
the  dam  (shown  on  cross-section)  is  3,50(t  square  feet. 

There  were  used  in  the  construction  of  the  dam  3.800  cords  of  brnsh,  10,.')00  cotton- 
wood  saplings,  15,000  sand-bags.  15,000  cubic  yards  of  earth.  Forty-six  mattresses  were 
constructed  on  the  way,  60'  by  36'  by  3'. 

Lost  during  the  progress  of  the  work :  5  mattresses,  2,500  cubic  yards  of  earth. 

The  work  commenced  on  the  bayou  October  .5,  l^7ijj  and  ceased  January  *^6,  1^77. 
Time  at  work,  3  months  and  21  days. 

Accompanying  this  report,  I  submit — 

One  moilel  of  mattresses,  constructed  to  a  scale  of  h  inch  to  1  foot. 

One  photographic  view,  showing  Tone's  Hayon  and  K«d  River  below. 
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One  photofipraphic  view,  Bliowiog^  npper  side  of  dam  before  earthwork  wa9  carried  oflf. 

One  photographic  view^showiDK  lower  side  of  dam  before  earthwork  was  carried  olf. 

One  cross-section  of  Red  River,  below  mouth  of  Tone's  Bayoa. 

One  cross-section  of  Tone's  Bayou  at  the  vite  of  dam,  showing  water-area  closed. 

I  believe  the  cause  of  the  bayou,  from  an  insigniiicant  stream,  becoming  one  of  its 
present  size,  threatening  soon  to  destroy  the  navigation  above  in  Red  River,  was  due  to 
the  work  done  on  the  river  by  the  State  and  other  engineers. 

Aboat  18  years  ago  a  cut-off  was  made  about  a  mile  above  the  month  of  Tone's  bayon 
through  stiff  blue  clay.  This  would  not  have  increased  the  size  of  the  bayou,  as  the 
water  still  kept  the  old  channel,  bat  a  dam  was  oonstrnoted  across  the  old  channel 
below  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  thus  forcing  the  water  either  through  the  cut-off  or 
down  the  bayou,  and  as  the  bed  of  the  cut-off  was  much  more  tenacious  than  the 
bayon,  the  latter  steadily  year  by  year  widened  and  deepened,  drawing  off  the  water 
from  Red  River;  and  if  it  had  not  been  closed,  would  in  a  short  time  nave  destroyed 
over  600  miles  of  navigation  on  Red  River  and  its  tributaries  for  6  months  in  the  year. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  dam  will  be  permanent,  but  it  will 
have  mnch  to  contend  against  this  high- water  season. 

The  site  on  which  it  is  built  is  very  susceptible  of  scouring,  and  the  heavy  drift  may 
form  a  dangerous  jam  in  front. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  at  the  ensuing  low-water  the  dam  should  be 
repaired,  strengthened,  and  raised  about  5  feet  higher  in  the  center,  and  I  estimate  that 
$10,000  could  be  advantageously  expended  and  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  important, 
navigation  of  Red  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

JOBEPn  BURXEV. 

Maj.  W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd, 

Captain  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  J. 

The  dam  at  the  present  time  is  still  intact  and  has  well  withRtood  the 
heav3'  flood  of  this  spring.  Some  caving  has  taken  place  on  the  left- 
hand  bank,  bat  so  far  no  damage  has  occnrred  to  the  dam. 

It  is  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  finish  off  the  top 
of  the  dam,  left  uncompleted  when  the  high-water  came  upon  us  last 
winter,  and  also  to  protect  the  banks  below  from  caving,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  water  from  catting  around  the  ends  of  the  dam. 

As  Old  Kiver  below  cuts  out  from  the  efltects  of  the  water  being  re- 
tained in  the  channel,  some  addition  can  be  made  to  the  height  of  the 
dam  each  season,  until  finally  the  entire  closure  be  effected. 

The  above  works  are  situated  in  the  third  collection-district  of  Louisiana. 

There  is  no  light-house  near  them. 

The  nearest  port  of  entry  is  New  Orleans,  La.,  of  which  the  following  statistics  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1H77,  are  given : 
Total  value  of  imports $9,522,559  00 

Total  value  of  exports,  domestic 70,  li>7,732  00 

Total  value  of  exports,  foreign 151, 5S4  00 

•70,349,316  00 
Total  amount  of  revenue  collected  on  imports 1, 601, 646  32 

Statement  of  number  and  tonnarfe  of  vessels  entered  at  and  cleared  from  the  port  of  Xew  Or- 
leans during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 


Entrancea. 

Clearanceft. 

Number. 

Class. 

Tonnage. 

Number. 

Class. 

,  Tonnage. 

403 

Stoam 

Sail... 

. .  - '        466,  08ti 

395 

748 

Stoam 

Sail... 

....'      467.570 

730 

463,  564 

396,517 

1,133 

9St?,  652 

1,143 

864, 087 

The  following  are  the  commercial  statistics  of  Red  River  at  Sbreve- 


port. 
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During  the  season  ending  June  30, 187G,  there  was  received  at  New 
Orleans  from  JKed  liiver  1(>8,000  bales  of  cotton,  as  follows : 

From  Shrev.eport 59,355 

From  Old  River  and  above  the  raft 12,372 

From  Jefferson  and  the  lakes 14,475 

From  Red  River  below  Shreveport 81,798 

168,000 
There  was  also  received  at  Shreveport  22,683  head  of  live  stock,  most  of  which  was 

shipped  to  New  Orleans. 
An  immense  amount  of  lumber  is  also  brought  dowu,  priucipally  from  Little  River, 

estimated  at  2,500,000  feet  annually. 
To  this  should  be  added  the  transportation  of  the  freight  up  the  river,  consistiug  of 

merchandise,  supplies,  farm-implements,  &c.,  estimated  to  be  one-fourth  more  than  the 

value  of  the  ootton  which  reaches  Shreveport. 

Money  statement 

J  uly  1 ,  1876,  amount  available  for  removinp^  raft $207  15 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 .35, 000  00 

$35,207  15 

July  1, 1 877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  on  raft- work ...     6, 393  06 
July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year  on  Tone's 

Bayou 26,551  77 

32,944  83 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,262  32 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  for  raft- 
work  140,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  for  raft-work 50,000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879,  on  Tone's  Bayou 10,000  00 


L4. 

CONTINUING   THE  WORK  OF   DREDGING  AND   REMOVING  OBSTRUCTIONS 
TO  NAVIGATION  IN  CYPRESS  BAYOU,  TEXAS. 

Operations  have  heretofore  been  confined  to  the  work  of  improving 
Cypress  Bayou  proper,  by  cutting  out  and  dredging  a  straight  channel 
through  from  JeflFerson  to  the  mouth  of  the  bayou,  and  in  removing 
stumps,  logs,  and  other  obstructions  from  the  channel. 

No  work  was  done  to  that  effect  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  bal- 
ance on  hand  at  the  commencement  of  that  year  being  only  $22.10. 

The  dredge-boat  with  which  we  have  operated  in  the  bayou  was  sunk 
last  winter,  and  owing  to  the  high  stage  of  water  preventing  any  attempt 
being  made  to  raise  her,  she  has  remained  in  that  condition.  The  ma- 
chinery, &c.,  however,  is  in  safe  condition. 

With  the  amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876, 1 
have  commenced  the  construction  of  a  new  hull,  and  propose  to  trans- 
fer the  machinery,  &c.,  from  the  old  to  the  new  dredge. 

When  this  work  is  completed,  (the  estimated  cost  of  which  is  about 
$9,000,)  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  will  be  expended  in  continuing 
the  work  of  dredging  and  removing  the  obstructions. 

I  estimate  that  for  the  purpose  of  finishing  up  the  dredging  and 
straightening  the  channel  through  the  bayou,  the  sum  of  $20,000  will  be 
required. 
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The  former  appropriations  are  as  follows : 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 $10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3.  1873 60,000 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1876 13,000 

(For  collection-district  and  port  of  entry  see  report  on  removal  of  raft  in  Red  River 
and  closing  Tone's  Bayou,  La.) 

COMIMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 

The  commercial  statistics  are  as  follows : 

Nearly  the  whole  of  Eastern  Texas  depended  upon  the  water  naviga- 
tion for  its  exports  and  imports,  Jefferson,  standing  at  the  head  of  navi- 
gation, being  the  principal  distribating  point ;  bat  since  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad,  which  runs  through  the  city,  a 
large  portion  of  the  business  has  been  diverted  from  New  Orleans  to 
Saint  Louis. 

The  city  of  Jefifersou  contains  about  5^000  inhabitants,  and  below  I 
give  statistics  of  business  for  12  months  ending  August  31, 1876. 

Cotton  receipts^  40,333  bales ;  of  this  25,032  were  forwarded  to  the  various  markets 
by  railroad,  and  15,301  by  steamboat. 

Amount  of  sales  during  12  months: 

Groceries  and  produce |671,872  00 

Dry  goods 354,000  00 

Hardware 119,000  00 

Groceries  and  drv  goods  mixed 767, 2:i2  40 

Drugs,  clothing,  &c 267,000  00 

Machinery,  wagons,  &c 247,000  OO 

Total 2,426,104  40 

The  city  contains  a  court-house  which  cost  over  $80,000,  and  a  mar- 
ket-house, over  $40,000;  also  two  banks.  The  First  National  has  a 
paid-up  capital  of  $200,000,  and  its  business  for  12  mouths  was  over 
$10,000,000. 

The  Citizens'  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $60,000,  did  a  business  of  nearly 
$5,000,000. 

The  citizens  of  Jefferson  are  now  engaged  in  building  a  narrow-gauge 
railroad  over  100  miles  long,  and  entirely  with  their  own  capital ;  35  • 
miles  have  been  constructed ;  20  miles  more  is  contracted  for,  and  the 
balance  will  be  finished  *as  soon  as  possible.  It  will  run  through  the 
following  counties:  Marion,  Morris,  Cass,  Bowie,  Titus,  Camp,  Hopkins, 
and  Hunt. 

The  census  of  1870  for  these  counties  showed  the  following  acreage, 
products,  and  valuation : 

Cotton,  bales 35,908 

Improved  land,  acres 300,334 

Unimproved  land,  acres 1,302,406 

Value  of  farms $4,583,740 

Value  of  farm  products |4, 961, 837 

Value  of  livestock $2,652,879 

There  is  great  competition  between  the  railroads  and  steamboats. 
When  navigation  is  suspended,  the  railroads  greatly  increase  their 
charges. 

The  price  per  bale  for  cotton  delivered  in  Saint  Louis  when  navigation 
is  closed,  is  $4. 

The  price  per  balp,  navigation  open,  is  $3.  By  rail  and  Red  Eiver  to 
New  Orleans,  navigation  closed,  per  bale,  $4. 

By  rail  and  Bed  River,  navigation  open  to  Jefferson,  $2.50  per  bale. 
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Cotton  per  bale  from  Jefferson  to  New  Orleans  averages  from  $1.50  to 
$2,  carried  by  steamboat. 

Farther  showing  the  benefits  derived  from  navigation,  I  quote  price 
per  car-load  and  distance  from  Saint  Louis  to  cities  with  and  without 
navigation :. 

From  Saint  Louis  to  Texarkana,  distance  4S0  miles,  per  car-load,  $105.  No  navigation 
to  city. 

From  Saint  Louis  to  Jefferson,  distance  545  miles,  per  car-load>  $75.  Navigation  to 
city. 

From  Saint  Louis  to  Marshall,  distance  561  miles,  per  car-load,  $105.  No  navipration 
to  city. 

From  Saint  Louis  to  Shreveport,  distance  600  miles,  per  car-load,  $75.  Navigation 
to  city. 

By  steamboat  competition,  cotton  is  carried  to  the  various  markets  at 
a  reduced  cost  of  from  $1  to  $1.50  per  bale;  thus  effecting  a  saving  on 
40,000  bales  of  $50,000,  while  it  keeps  down  the  rates  on  all  other 
exports  and  imports,  which,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  would  amount  to 
$50,000.  Thus  through  the  benefit  of  navigation  Bastern  Texas  saves 
annually  $100,000  by  cheap  transportation,  without  considering  the  ad- 
vantage derived  by  having  her  trade  competed  for  by  Saint  Louis  and  ' 
New  Orleans. 

The  citizens  of  Jeflferson  are  fully  aware  of  the  benefits  derived  from 
navigation,  and  have  appropriated  and  expended  over  $60,000  in  im- 
proving Cypress  Bayou. 

Money  stutement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available 122  10 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1676 13, 000  00 

13,022  10 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3, 121  37 

July  1, 1877, amount  available 9,900  73 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 . .  20, 000  00 


L5.  • 

survey  of  the  river  front  of  memphis,  tenn. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

MempMsj  Tenn.^  February  5,  1877. 

General  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  January  5, 1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  upon  the 
survey  of  the  port  of  Memphis,  with  plan  and  estimate  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  river-front. 

At  the  time  the  letter  above  referred  to  was  received,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  ice  had  gathered  along  the  river-bank  directly  in  front  of 
the  city,  and  extended  for  some  distance  around  the  bend  above  Wolf 
Kiver.  About  the  same  time  the  river  commenced  rising  very  rapidly, 
(reaching  finally  before  the  completion  of  the  field-work  to  within  about 
8  feet  of  extreme  high-water  mark,)  causing  the  ice-gorges  above  to 
break,  so  that  the  river  was  for  a  number  of  days  filled  with  quantities 
of  floating  ice.  This  was  crowded  by  the  current  directly  against  the 
bank  we  were  most  concerned  in  having  correctly  and  properly  surveyed, 
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and  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  carrying  on  tbe  faydro- 
graphical  work.  It  was  even  thought  at  one  time  that  the  survey  would 
have  to  be  abandoned  altogether.  The  difficulties  encountered  delayed 
us  somewhat  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  prevented  us  from 
making  so  detailed  and  thorough  a  survey  as  could  have  been  wished  ; 
still,  sufficient  reliable  data  were  obtained  upon  which  to  form  a  plan 
and  base  an  estimate  for  the  protection  of  the  wharf  and  landing  from 
destruction  by  the  current  of  tbe  Mississippi  River. 

The  survey,  which  was  conducted  by  my  assistants,  Mr.  T.  W.  Nicol 
and  Mr.  W.  W.  Carson,  extended  from  the  head  of  Tennessee  chute  to 
the  elevator  at  the  foot  of  Beale  street,  including  tbe  Arkansas  side, 
and  also  the  lines  of  Tennessee  and  Frame  chutes.  Fifteen  sections  of 
the  bank  were  also  made  below  Wolf  Biver,  extending  out  beyond  the 
deepest  water,  showing  the  depths  at  dififerent  points,  and  the  profiles 
of  the  caving  bank.  I  was  also  furnished  by  the  city  engineer  with 
maps  showing  the  shore-lines  of  previous  years,  and  with  borings  made 
at  the  foot  of  Exchange  street.  This  information  has  been  embodied  in 
our  map. 

That  part  of  the  city  front  below  Madison  street  has  undergone  very 
little  change.  Within  tbe  memory  of  persons  now  residing  in  the  city 
the  shore-line  ran  about  in  the  direction  shown  on  the  map  by  the  dotted 
line,  embracing  a  considerable  portion  of  what  is  now  known  as  the 
navy-yard  property,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  angle  included  between 
the  Mississippi  and  Wolf  rivers.  Changes  taking  place  in  the  river 
above  caused  a  bar  to  form,  which  gradually  extended  out,  forming  the 
bank  and  land  upon  which  afterward  was  located  the  United  States 
navy-yard  and  other  property  below.  This  formation  was  in  time  at- 
tacked by  the  current,  and  since  1859  has  continued  to  cave  very  rapidly. 
It  is  estimated  from  surveys  made  by  the  city  engineer  that  within  this 
period  upward  of  22  acres  of  ground  have  been  washed  into  the  river. 
That  portion  lying  between  the  Mississippi  River  and  Wolf  River  wa» 
never  occupied  by  permanent  buildings,  but  below  the  latter  stream  a 
number  of  structures,  including  cotton- warehouses,  coal-yards,  an  iron- 
mill,  and  other  buildings  have  been  destroyed.  At  the  present  time 
valuable  oil-mills  and  other  costly  buildings  are  in  danger  of  being  un- 
dermined and  ultimately  destroyed.  The  injury  done  to  the  city  and 
the  dangers  arising  from  the  encroachments  of  the  river  upon  the  land- 
ing are  well  set  forth  in  the  memorial  of  the  general  council  of  Mem- 
phis to  Congress,  a  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Department 
with  my  letter  of  December  30  last.  I  need  not  therefore  repeat  the 
same  here. 

The  survey  shows  that  from  above  Tennessee  Chute  the  current  fol- 
lows the  Arkansas  side  very  closely,  and  cuts  deeply  into  the  bend  on 
that  side  above  Hopefield ;  thence  it  is  deflected  to  the  Tennessee  side, 
where  the  whole  bank  is  abraded  from  a  point  about  2,000  feet  above 
Wolf  River  to  about  Monroe  street,  and  as  the  abrasion  will  continue 
down  stream  the  remainder  of  the  front  is  also  threatened.  An  inspec- 
tion of  the  map  will  show  tbe  amount  of  laud  destroyed  in  the  past  10 
years.  No  work  looking  to  the  protection  from  this  constant  caving  has 
ever  been  attempted  by  the  city.  A  costly  landing  of  stone  extending 
from  Jefferson  street  to  the  elevation  was  built,  but  as  this  was  con- 
tinued only  down  to  about  low-water,  it  afforded  no  protection  to  that 
portion  of  the  bank  where  it  was  absolutely  needed.  The  greater  part 
of  this  landing  has  been  destroyed  by  the  caving. 

For  the  protection  of  the  river-front  of  Memphis,  various  Suggestions 
have  been  made  by  persons  interested  in  tbe  improvement.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  attempt  to  turn  tbe  Mississippi  into  tbe  Loosabatcbie,  thus 
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bringing  it  out  Wolf  River;  also  to  turn  the  main  current  down  through 
Tennessee  Chute }  also  the  building  of  a  dike  above  Wolf  Eiver,  for  the 
purpose  of  forcing  the  current  to  the  Arkansas  side.  These  schemes  I 
deem  utterly  impracticable,  and  not  worthy  of  any  consideration.  The 
remedy  must  be  applied  directly  to  the  portion  of  the  abraded  bank. 
Two  plans  suggest  themselves.  First,  by  a  series  of  short  spur-dikes, 
with  a  bank  revetment  between  them.  Second,  by  a  continuous  revet- 
ment of  the  bank  with  brush  and  stone.  A  glance  at  the  cross-sections 
on  the  map  shows  that  the  depth  varies  from  50  to  70  feet  at  low- water, 
these  depths  being  reached  at  distances  from  the  shores  varying  from 
120  to  200  feet.  The  expense  attendant  upon  the  building  of  these  dikes 
in  water  of  so  great  a  depth,  increased  by  the  settling  that  would  also 
take  place,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  the  bank  needing 
protection  is  a  landing-place  for  all  the  Mississippi  steamers,  and  the 
consequent  interference  with  navigation,  I  deem  the  plan  of  continuous 
revetment  the  best  to  be  adopted. 

This  plan  will  consist  in  covering  the  caving  bank  from  about  10  feet 
above  low-water  down  to  the  maximum  depth  with  a  covering  of  brush 
mattresses  or  rafts  loaded  with  stone.  The  average  width  of  this  cov- 
ering will  be  ^bout  175  feet,  and  the  length  of  shore  to  be  protected  is 
about  7,600  feet. 

I  have  divided  the  space  to  be  protected  into  two  parts,  that  below 
Wolf  Kiver,  which  is  the  most  important  and  needing  immediate  atten- 
tion, in  length  about  5,600  feet,  and  that  part  above  Wolf  Kiver,  in 
length  about  2,000  feet,  which,  while  needing  protection,  is  not  so  impor- 
tant, as  the  interests  at  stake  are  not  so  great. 

The  following  is  presented  as  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  : 

BELOW  W^OLF  RIVER. 

5,600' X 175 x24-rl2S  =  19,100  cords  brash  mattresses,  ^  $3  per  cord  in  posi- 
tion     $57,300  00 

16,000  cubic  3'ard8  stone,  ^  $3.50  in  position 56,000  00 

Temporary  works,  contiugenoies,  &o 12,700  00 

/  

126,000  00 

ABOVE   WOLF  RIVER. 

2,000'xl75x2iH-128=6,800  cords  brash  mattresses, 'g)  $3  per  cord 20,400  00 

5,000  en  bio  yards  stone,  'a  $3.50 17,500  00 

Temporary  worlds,  contingencies,  &o -. 6,100  00 

44,000  00 

Total  for  whole  length  of  work 170,000  00 

The  work,  if  once  commenced,  should  be  continuous,  and,  therefore, 
if  an  appropriation  be  made  it  should  be  sufficient  to  complete  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  divisions. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  H.  Benyaurd, 

Captain  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 

Statement  of  receipts  at  the  port  of  MemphiSj  Tenn,yfor  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

Duties  on  imnorts $33,403  96 

Marine-hosjitil   dues 2.C23  60 

Steamboat  ins  lection 1.699  40 

Licenses  to  misters,  pilots,  &c... 3,250  00 

40,876  96 

Total  receipts  of  cotton  at  Memphis,  season  of  1875-76,  487,376  bales,  valued  at 
$27,070,615. 
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WATER-GAUGES  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AND  ITS  PRINCIPAL  TRIBU- 
TARIES. 

Observations  have  been  continaed  at  all  the  gauges  throughoat  the 
entire  year,  and  the  resalting  readings  have  been  plotted  in  the  office. 

As  there  was  no  appropriation  made  for  the  gauges  by  the  laRt  Con- 
gress, and  being  desirous  of  keeping  up  the  observations,  I  have  been 
unwilling  to  expend  any  portion  of  the  balance  of  the  former  appropria- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  having  the  hydrographs  photolithographed  as  in 
last  year's  report,  and  they  are  therefore  omitted  in  this. 

Observations  of  the  Garrollton  gauge  for  each  month  have  been  fur- 
nished Major  Comstock  and  Captain  Brown  for  their  official  nse. 

Eepairs  have  been  made  to  the  gauges  at  Carrollton,  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, Helena,  and  Yicksburg. 

A  new  gauge  was  erected  at  Memphis  on  the  site  of  the  old  one,  de- 
stroyed by  the  caving  in  of  the  city  levee. 

When  the  water  falls  1  shall  be  obliged  to  make  certain  necessary 
repairs  to  the  gauges  at  Alexandria,  Lake  Providence,  Ked  River  Land- 
ing, and  Helena;  otherwise  all  the  gauges  are  in  good  order. 

The  observers  are  still  the  same  as  those  mentioned  in  my  report  of 
last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  at  Yicksburg.  At  this  place 
Mr.  H.  P.  Raworth  was  appointed  to  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Geo.  W. 
Bansman,jr. 

X  would  most  earnestly  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  appropriation 
was  made  for  the  gauges  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  balance  of  the  old  appropriation  now  on  hand  will  be  only  suffi- 
cient to  continue  the  observations  until  October,  if  no  extensive  repairs 
will  be  required.  After  that  time  the  readings  will  have  to  be  discon- 
tinued. 

The  object  for  which  the  gauges  were  established  was  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  collection  of  continuous  records,  for  a  series  of  years,  of  the 
rise  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  information  upon 
the  question  of  reclaiming  the  alluvial  basin  of  the  Mississippi  River 
from  overflow ;  also  to  give  reliable  report  of  the  river  at  its  various 
stages  for  the  benetit  of  the  steamboat  and  planting  interests. 

As  Congress  has  already  taken  initiatory  steps  toward  making  pro- 
vision for  the  work  of  reclaiming  the  overflowed  lands,  by  providing  for 
a  survey  of  the  entire  river,  and  which  is  now  in  progress,  it  will  be 
seen  how  important  it  is  to  have  the  observations  at  the  diflerent  gauges 
continued. 

There  is  transmitted  herewith  copies  of  the  gauge-records  for  the'year 
ending  June  30,  1877. 

Money  statement. 

Jnly  1,  1876,  amount  available $1,537  26 

Amoaiit  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angast  14,  1(J76 5, 000  00 

6,537  26 
July  1,  1877,  amonnt  expended  during  fiscal  year 4,869  02 

Jnly  1,  1877,  amount  available 1,668  24 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     5, 000  00 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  MAJOR  CHARLES  R.   SUTER,  CORPS 
OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 

30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  LouiSj  Mo.j  July  21, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith  my  annual  report 
upon  the  operations  committed  to  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1877. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yojir  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  R.  Suteb, 
Majof'  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Enffinee^'S,  U.  S.  A. 


M  I. 

REMOVING  SNAGS  AND  WRECKS  FROM  THE  MISSISSIPPI,  MISSOURI,  AND 

ARKANSAS  RIVERS. 

The  sum  of  $50,000  was  allotted  to  this  work  from  the  appropriation 
made  by  act  approved.  August  14, 1876,  and  was  expended  during  the 
past  season  in  snagging  operations  on  the  three  rivers  designated,  five 
and  a  half  months'  work  being  accomplished.  Of  this  three  and  a  half 
went  to  the  Mississippi,  and  one  month  each  to  the  Missouii  and  Arkansas 
rivers. 

The  principal  portion  of  this  work  was  done  by  the  iron  snag-boat 
Macomb,  the  wooden  snag-boat  De  Eussy  being  only  used  for  six  weeks 
on  the  Mississippi. 

Of  course,  with  such  scant  means,  it  was  not  possible  to  do  thorough 
work,  and  the  operations  of  the  Macomb  in  the  lower  Mississippi  and 
Arkansas  were  also  much  impeded  by  the  heavy  ice  of  last  winter. 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

Operations  on  this  stream  extended  from  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  to  Vicks- 
burg.  Miss. 

The  snag-boat  De  Russy,  after  undergoing  considerable  repairs,  left 
Mound  City,  111.,  October  12,  1876,  and  worked  four  times  over  the  sec- 
tion of  the  river  between  Cairo  and  Saint  Louis.  This  boat  was  laid  up 
and  crew  paid  off  on  the  30th  of  November,  1876.  ,^ 

The  snag-boat  Macomb  commenced  work  in  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Cairo,  111.,  November  23,  and  worked  twice  over  the  river  from  Cairo  to 
Vicksburg,  being  laid  up  and  crew  paid  off  February  15, 1877. 

As  before  stated,  this  work  could  not  be  thoroughly  done  on  account 
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of  the  heavy  ice,  which  greatly  impeded  the  movements  of  the  boat  and 
also  covered  np  the  snags. 

Table  of  warJc  done  is  the  Mississippi  River. 
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MISSOURI  RIVER. 

Work  in  this  stream  extended  from  the  month  to  Booneville,  195  miles, 
and  was  carried  on  by  the  snag-boat  Macomb,  which  left  Moand  City 
October  12, 1876,  and  wa^  assigned  to  the  Mississippi  work  November 
20,  1876.  She  passed  twice  over  her  beat,  removing  sach  snags  as  were 
most  in  the  way. 

Table  of  work  done  in  the  Missouri  River, 
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ARKA>'SAS  RIVER. 


Work  in  this  stream  extended  from  the  mouth  of  White  River  to  Silver 
Lake,  the  highest  point  reached  by  the  snag-boat  Macomb,  which 
entered  the  river  January  15,  1877,  and  returned  to  the  Mississippi  Jan- 
uary 31.    The  work  was  much  impeded  by  ice. 

Table  of  work  done  in  the  Arkansas  River, 
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Recapitulation  of  work  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
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OPEBATIONS  FOB  THE  COMING  SEASON. 

Oongress  at  its  last  session  having  failed  to  pass  the  river  and  harbor 
bill,  there  remains  for  operations  during  the  coming  season  only  a  small 
allotment  of  $10,000  for  snagging-operations  in  the  Missouri  Biver. 
Under  the  present  uncertainty  as  to  the  future  action  of  Congress  on 
this  subject,  it  would  be  imprudent  to  expend  any  portion  of  this  sum 
in  fleld-operations,  and,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  it  will  be 
held  for  the  care  of  the  boats  and  other  property  of  the  Government  be- 
longing to  this  V  ork.  This  enforced  cessation  of  work  by  the  snag-boats 
will  greatly  imperil  river-navigation,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Congress 
will  at  an  early  day  take  such  action  as  will  enable  work  tiO  be  prose- 
cuted during  next  winter  and  spring  at  least.  If  this  is  not  done,  the 
accumulation  of  snags  by  next  summer  will  be  very  great  indeed,  and 
will  tax  ta  the  utmost  our  almost  worn-out  fleet. 

In  my  last  annual  report  i  described  the  condition  of  our  boats,  and 
endeavored  to  show  the  necessity  of  at  once  providing  funds  for  replac- 
ing some  of  them,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work  with  greater  efficiency. 
To  this  report  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  as  the  facts  therein  set  forth  are  now 
of  even  greater  importance  than  they  were  a  year  ago.  The  great  ad- 
vantage of  having  iron  hulls  for  these  boats  can  no  longer  be  questioned. 

The  snag-boat  Macomb,  during  her  work  last  season,  twice  received 
injuries  sufficient  to  sink  a  wooden  boat,  but  her  work  was  not  stopped, 
and  the  damages  were  easily  repaired  by  the  crew. 

My  recommendations  of  last  year,  regarding  the  construction  of  new 
hulls  for  the  machinery  of  some  of  the  present  wooden  boats  and  for  the 
repair  of  the  rest,  are  renewed. 

The  work  is  oituated  in  the  oollection-distriot  of  New  Orleaus.  The  amoaot  of  rev  - 
enne  collected  at  the  port  of  Saint  Loaia,  Mo.,  darinsr  the  fiscal  year  eDdioflr  Jane  30 . 
1877,  was  «1,423,370.23. 

The  commerce  benefitted  by  the  work  is  that  of  the  entire  Mississippi  Valley. 

ESTIMATE  OF  AMOUNT  REQUIRED  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1879. 

Fur  building  one  large  iron-hoUed  snag-boat  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 

the  present  wooden  boats (140, 000  00 

For  baildiog  one  small  iron-hulled  snag-boat  to  carry  machinery  of  one  of 

the  present  wooden  boats 105,000  00 

For  building  one  small  iron-hulled  stem-wheel  snag-boat 60, 000  00 

For  repairiDg  one  wooden  snag-boat  and  fitting  it  up  for  wrecking  pur- 
poses    50,000  00 

For  working-expenses  of  five  boats,  10  months  each,  at  (4,000  per  month. .  200, 000  00 

Total 555,000  00 

32  E 
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Money  statement, 

uly  1,1876.  amonnt available $4,358  98 

Amount  allotted  from  appropriation  by  act  approved  Angast  14, 1876,  for 

improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Missoari,  and  Arkansas  rivers 60, 000  00 

64,358  98 

July  1,  1877,amonnt  expended  during  fisoal  year 55,184  19 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,174  79 

Amntrequired  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 555,000  00 


M  2. 

REMOVING  SNAGS  AND  WRECKS   FROM  WHITE  AND  SAINT  FRANCIS 

RIVERS. 

No  appropriation  baa  been  made  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers 
Aince  1873,  but  as  work  is  mach  needed  there,  and  will  probably  eventu- 
ally be  provided  for,  I  submit  herewith  estimates  for  carrying  it  on. 

A  small  iron  stern  wheel  snag-boat  should  be  built  for  this  service. 

The  former  appropriations  are  as  follows : 

Allotted  from  appropriation  for  contingencies  of  rivers  and  harbors  (act 
approved  July  ll,  1S70)  for  the  improvement  of  White  River $10, 000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1871,  for  the  improvement  of  Saint 
Francis  River  in  Arkansas 10,000  00 

Appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1873,  for  the  improvement  of  White 
and  Saint  Francis  rivers 50,000  00 

The  collection-district  in  which  the  work  is  situated  is  New  Orleans,  and  the  nearest 
port  of  delivery  Memphis,  Tenn.    The  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Qibson,  Indian  Territory. 

The  amonnt  of  revenue  collected  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  dnring  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jnne  30, 1877,  was  $40,876.96. 

During  the  high-water  season  the  commerce  of  these  rivers  is  large, 
and  regular  lines  of  packets  are  maintained. 

During  low-water,  when  the  nature  of  the  obstructions  will  not  admit 
of  a  competition  with  the  railroads,  the  commerce  is  small,  and  is  mostly 
confined  to  the  local  trade  of  those  points  not  reached  by  the  railroads. 

'  ESTIMATE  OF  AMOUNT  REQUIRED  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1879. 

For  bnildinf(  one  stern-wheel  iron  snag-boat * (60,000  00 

For  operating  same  ten  months,  at  (4,000  per  month 40, 000  00 

Total 100,000  00 

Money  statement. 
Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jnne  3^,  1879 .  |100, 000  00 


Ms. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  OPPOSITE  SAINT  JOSEPH, 

MISSOURI. 

A  report  apon  this  sabject  was  submitted  to  you  January  25, 1876,  and 
was  published  in  your  anunal  report  for  1876,  Appendix  L  4. 
An  allotmeiit  of  $10,000  was  made  for  this  work  May  17, 1877,  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX  M.  499 

will  be  expended  daring  the  present  season  in  protecting  the  shore  near 
the  dikes  erected  by  the  bridge  company,  and  in  strengthening  work 
already  in  place. 

The  work  is  Bitaated  in  the  coUection-district  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  nearest  port 
of  delivery  is  Omaha,  Neb.    The  nearest  fort  is  at  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  darinic  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877, 
was  $2,583.30. 

BSTUkfATE. 

Revetment  of  6,400  feet  of  bank : 

For  7,500  cords  brash  mattresses,  at  |3  per  cord,  (placed) |22, 500  00 

For  64,000  cubic  yards  of  stone,  at  $1.75  per  cubic  yard,  (placed) 113, 000  00 

134,500  00 
Excavation,  contingencies,  Scg 15,500  00 

Total !.     150,000  00 

Amount  allotted  from  appropriation  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876,  for 

improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  rivers 10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 901  19 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9, 098  81 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 140, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      80, 000  00 


M4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  AT  NEBRASKA  CITY,  NEBRASKA. 

An  allotment  of  $15,000  for  carrying  on  this  work  was  made  Decem- 
ber 1, 1876.  A  survey  of  the  locality  was  made,  and  a  report,  with  plan 
and  estimate,  was  submitted  to  yon  February  14, 1877. 

Sabseqaently  a  modified  plan  was  sabinitted  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  sum  allotted,  (copy  herewith,)  and  operations  will  be  commenced  as 
soon  as  the  river  has  fallen  suificiently.  The  entire  sum  available  will 
be  expended  during  this  season. 

The  work  is  situated  in  the  collection-district  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  nearest  port 
of  delivery  is  Omaha,  Neb.    The  nearest  fort  is  at  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  during  the  nscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1877,  was  |2,583.30. 

KSTIMATB. 

For  3,500  linear  feet  of  dike,  at  $35  per  foot $122,500  00 

Contingencies  and  superintendence 12,500  00 

Total 135,000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  allotted  from  appropriation  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876,  for 

improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  rivers $15, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 3,229  43 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 11,770  57 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 135, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      75, 000  0  0 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


500         REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERS. 

mobipiei)  plan  of  improyembnt. 

United  States  Engineee  Office, 

Saint  Louis^  Mo.,  May  22,  1877. 

General  :  Id  accordauce  with  yoar  iDStructioDs  tx>  sabmit  revised 
estimates  and  plans  for  the  expenditure  of  the  SQm  allotted  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Missouri  Biver  at  Nebraska  Git3%  Nebr.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  I  have  carefully  considered  the  subject,  and  while 
still  regarding  the  plan  submitted  February  14, 1877,  to  be  correct  in 
principle,  I  have  concluded  that  the  great  discrepancy  between  the 
amount  of  money  available  and  the  sum  estimated  as  necessary,  renders 
it  expedient  to  adopt  entirely  different  means  for  carrying  it  out  than 
those  recommended.  The  plan  submitted  to  yoji  contemplated  the  con- 
struction of  permanent  dikes  of  brush  and  stone,  so  located  as  to  change 
the  direction  of  the  current  in  the  bend  above  Nebraska  City,  restoring 
it  as  nearly  as  possible  to  an  old  channel,  during  the  occupancy  of  which 
there  was  no  tendency  to  injurious  cutting  of  the  banks  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  town. 

For  the  success  of  this  plan,  it  seems,  however,  to  be  essential  that 
considerable  results  should  be  accomplished  while  the  river  remains 
substantially  at  one  stage,  otherwise  the  work  done  is  liable  to  be  lost, 
and  this  of  course  requires  that  ample  funds  should  be  available.  This 
not  being  the  case,  I  have  concluded  that  our  only  chance  of  success 
will  lie  in  using  means  of  a  more  temporary  nature  by  which  we  may 
be  enabled  to  accomplish  considerable  results  in  a  short  time,  leaving 
it  to  future  legislation  to  provide  funds  for  more  permanent  construc- 
tions, should  they  be  found  necessary.  In  carrying  out  this  idea,  I  rely 
greatly  upon  the  well-known  instability  of  regimen  of  the  Missouri 
Biver  and  the  great  rapidity  with  which  natural  causes  are  known  to 
produce  great  changes.  It  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  judiciously 
selected  artificial  means  will  produce  the  same  results,  and  if  this  reason- 
ing is  not  entirely  faulty,  I  think  we  may  be  able,  at  comparatively 
slight  expense,  to  make  important  changes  in  the  river-channel.  To 
effect  this,  I  propose  to  endeavor  to  induce  large  deposits  of  sand,  in 
such  places  as  may  be  deemed  desirable,  by  gradually  obstructing  and 
slackening  the  current  at  these  places  and  thus  form  bars,  which  will 
force  the  channel  to  follow  the  line  deemed  desirable.  I  propose  to  use 
rope  nets  anchored  across  the  stream,  trailing-ropes  with  brush  attached 
to  them,  and  if  necessary  slight  brush  dikes,  the  object  in  all  cases 
being  to  induce  deposits  of  sand  which  will  deflect  the  current  instead 
of  imposing  this  duty  upon  the  works  themselves. 

All  these  expedients  have  successfully  been  used  before,  especially 
on  the  rivers  of  India,  which  are  very  similar  to  the  Missouri  in  many 
respects.  Should  these  experiments  prove  successful,  the  problem  of 
improving  such  streams  as  the  Missouri,  at  practicable  cost,  will  be 
greatly  simplified,  and  even  if  unsuccessful  the  loss  will  not  be  great, 
and  the  experience  gaine<l  will  be  invaluable.  Should  the  means  pro- 
posed accomplish  the  desired  end,  even  for  a  tim^,  the  construction  of 
more  permanent  works,  which  may  be  required  to  maintain  the  results 
obtained,  will  of  course  be  much  facilitated  and  simplified. 

In  a  work  of  this  character,  which  must  be  carried  on  from  day  to 
day,  using  such  measures  as  necessity  may  dictate  at  the  time,  there 
will  be  too  much  uncertainty  to  allow  of  contract-work.  The  material 
needed  must  be  procured  when  wanted,  and  the  work  must  be  performed 
by  hired  labor. 
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Should  the  plan  recommended  me^  with  yonr  approval,  work  will  be 
commenced  as  soon  as  fnnds  are  available. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  year  obedient  servant, 

Ghas.  R.  Suter, 

Major  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  JEngineerSf  U.  8.  A, 


M  5. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ARKANSAS  RIVER  AT  FORT  SMITH,  ARKANSAS. 

The  sum  of  $10,000  was  allotted  for  this  work,  the  object  being  to 
remove  a  bar  which  obstructs  the  free  access  to  the  city  landing.  A 
survey  of  the  locality  is  in  progress,  and  as  soon  as  possible  a  plan  for 
carrying  on  the  work  will  be  submitted  for  your  approval.  The  entire 
sum  available  will  probably  be  expended  this  season. 

This  work  is  Bitoated  in  the  oolleotion-distriot  of  New  Orleans.  The  nearest  port  of 
delivery  is  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the  nearest  fort  is  Fort  Gibson,  Indian  Territory.  The 
amount  of  revenue  colleoted  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  during  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 
was  $40,876  96. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Auffnst  14, 1876 $10,000  00 

July  1, 1677,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 304  51 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,695  49 


M  6. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  WHITE  RIVER  ABOVE  JACK80NP0RT,  ARKANSAS. 

No  work  was  done  under  this  appropriation  last  season,  the  sum  of 
$10,000  appropriated  by  »ict  approved  August  14, 1876,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  White  River  at  Buffalo  Shoals,  Arkansas,  having  been  withheld 
until  March  29, 1877.  Our  maps  of  this  locality  were  too  imperfect  to 
allow  of  the  work  being  commenced  at  once,  and  a  survey  which  was 
authorized  is  now  in  progress.  Upon  its  completion  a  plan  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  will  be  submitted  to  you.  • 

The  small  snag-boat  Thomas  Trnnnel,  belonging  to  this  improvement, 
was  sunk  by  the  ice,  at  Mound  Glty,  111.,  last  winter  and  became  a  total 
loss. 

The  necessity  for  removing  snags  and  bowlders  from  this  portion  of 
White  River  is  very  great,  and  to  carry  on  this  work,  and  also  to  enable 
additional  snrveys  to  be  made^  $60,000  will  be  required. 

The  only  former  appropriation  made  for  this  work  was  $50,000,  by 
act  approved  June  23, 1874. 

New  Orleans  is  the  colleotion-district  in  which  the  work  is  situated,  and  the  nearest 
port  of  delivery  is  Memphis,  Tenn.    Fort  Gibson,  Indian  Territory,  is  the  nearest  fort 

The  amount  of  rerenae  collected  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  daring  the  fiscal  year  endinir 
June  30 ,  1877,  was  $40,876.96. 

The  commerce  of  the  conntry  adjacent  to  the  river  is  commensnrably 
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large  to  the  existing  facilities  for  transportatioD.  Its  amount  cannot  be 
even  estimated,  as  much  is  transported  by  teams  from  the  upper  country 
to  stations  on  the  Saint  Louis  and  San  Francisco  Railroad. 

Should  the  improvement  of  the  river  be  made,  the  agricultural  and 
mineral  products  of  the  country  would  be  very  largely  increased. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 $10,000  00 

Jaly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 183  33 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 9,816  67 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 700.234  37 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .    60, 000  00 


M  7. 

SURVEYS   OF  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER   AT  OMAHA  AND  COUNCIL   BLUFFS, 
PLATTSMOOTH,  BROWNVILLE,  AND  ATCHISON. 

The  sum  of  t5,000  was  allotted  to  defray  the  expenses  of  surveys 
ordered  at  the  points  named  above. 

The  survey  at  Omaha  is  well  advanced,  and  the  others  will  be  taken 
in  hand  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Manep  statement. 

Amount  allotted  from  appropriation  by  act  approved  Augn'st  14, 1876,  for 

improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  rivers $5, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 2,007  24 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,992  76 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  H.  SIMPSON,  CORPS  OF 

ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE    FISCAL   YEAR   ENDING  JUNE  30, 

1877. 

United  States  Engineeb  Office, 

Saint  Louis^  Mo.,  August  1,  1877. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  annaal  report 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  connected  with  the  works  of  river  and  har- 
bor improvement  under  my  charge,  I  have  also  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  constituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  52,  Headquar- 
ters Corps  of  Engineers,  dated  Jnne  22,  1876,  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed  above  bridge-piers  on  the 
Mississippi  River. 

I  was  alsodetailed  by  Special  Orders  No.  99,  Headquartersof  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  May  19, 1876,  as  president  of  a  board  to  re- 
tire disabled  officers,  to  convene  at  Saint  Louis  on  the  29th  of  that 
month,  which  board  was  dissolved  by  Special  Orders  No.  108,  dated 
June  1,  1876,  without  performing  any  duty  for  which  it  was  constituted. 

In  forwarding  my  report,  I  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  valuable  aid  of 
my  assistants  and  clerks,  who  have  never  failed  to  perform  their  duty  as- 
siduously and  completely,  and  without  whose  assistance  the  Government 
could  not  have  accomplished  the  favorable  results  which  I  believe  have 
attended  the  engineering  operations  of  this  district  These  gentlemen 
are  Capt.  Charles  J.  Allen,  Corps  of  Engineers  \  Assistant  Engineer 
Robert  E.  McMath  ;  and  S.  S.  Hutchins,  chief  clerk,  with  S.  G.  Clark,  his 
assistant,  in  the  of^ce;  and  Assistant  Engineers  D.  M.  Currie,  Charles 
S.  True,  and  W.  S.  Simpson,  in  the  field,  and  William  Popp,  assistant 
engineer  and  draughtsman,  both  in  field  and  office. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Simpson, 
Colonel  of  UngineerSj  and  Brevet  Brig.  Qen.  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  UngineerSj  U.  8.  A. 


improvement   of  the  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BETWEEN  THE  MOUTHS  OF 
THE  ILLINOIS  AND  OHIO  RIVERS. 

BETWEEN  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  MISSOURI  RIVERS. 

The  funds  available  for  the  continuation  of  the  works  in  this  section 
were: 

Balance  July  1, 1876 $3,682  76 

Provided  in  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 15,000  00 

18  682  76 
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It  was  proposed  to  contiDue  the  constraction  of  the  dam  at  Piasa 
Island,  and  to  make  such  repairs  and  extensions  as  were  needed  to  the 
abutment  of  the  dam  at  Alton  Sloagh. 

BAM  AT  PIASA  ISLAND. 

Work  was  commenced  in  October  under  arrangements  made  for  pur- 
chase of  material  in  open  market,  riprap  being  delivered  on  barges  near 
the  dam  at  70  cents  a  cubic  yard.  The  material  was  unloaded  and 
placed  in  the  dam  by  hired  labor.  Work  was  continued  until  the  end 
of  November,  when  it  was  suspended  for  the  season. 

The  expenditures  were : 

30  mooring-pileB |156  31 

5,474.92  cubic  yards  riprap 5,097  80 

EngineeriDg  and  coDtiDgencies 2,271  53 

7,525  64 

The  foundation  of  the  dam  was  completed,  and  the  base  of  dam 
widened  throughout  its  length.  The  revetments  below  the  dam  were 
extended  to  a  length  of  150  feet  on  both  banks.  The  dam  is  now  con- 
sidered secure,  though  incomplete.  The  available  balance  will  be  ap- 
plied toward  the  completion  of  the  prism  of  the  dam.  It  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  revet  the  head  of  the  island,  as  it  is  being  cut  away  to 
some  extent.    The  channel  has  continued  good  in  this  vicinity. 

ALTON   BAM. 

Owing  to  the  early  setting  in  of  winter  less  work  was  done  toward 
extending  the  revetments  below  the  dam  than  was  intended.  The  west 
abutment  now  extends  235  and  the  east  220  feet  below  the  center  line 
of  the. dam.  These  lengths  will  probably  be  sufficient,  but  the  revet- 
ments are  incomplete  in  height.  When  last  reported  the  height  of  the 
dam  was  stated  to  be  10  feet  above  low  water.  The  height  was  materi- 
ally reduced  by  the  ice  this  spring,  by  very  heavy  fields  passing  over 
the  dam  when  the  river  broke  up. 

The  expenditures  on  the  dam  were : 

569.68  cubic  yards  riprap |652  17 

Engiueering  and  contingencieB 44  23 

596  40 

It  is  proposed  to  complete  the  revetments  this  fall.  No  complaint 
has  reached  this  office  of  any  failure  of  the  dam  in  practical  results. 
Local  interests  frequently  urge  that  the  dam  be  i-aised  so  as  to  be  a 
high' water  dike,  available  for  a  roadway,  to  which  proposition  no  engi- 
neering objections  can  be  raised. 

PEOTEOTION  OP  SAWYBE   BEND. 

No  work  was  done  at  this  locality  for  want  of  means.  The  old  revet- 
ment has  been  somewhat  injured  where  the  ice  has  cut  through  the  rock 
facing.  The  damage  is  not  serious,  but  it  is  hoped  that  means  will  be 
provided  at  the  coming  session  of  Congress  for  the  continuation  of  this 
work. 

LONG  DIKE,  NEAR  VENICE. 

For  reasons  given  in  my  last  year's  report  nothing  has  been  done  at 
this  locality. 
The  work  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  at  the  date  of  last  report. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX  N.  505 

A  sarvey  and  estimate  of  damages,  if  any,  done  or  to  be  done  to  ripa- 
rian owners,  by  reason  of  the  Oovemment  improvements,  has  been 
ordered,  and  will  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable,  when  a  report  will  be 
submitted. 

GLOSINa  OAHOKIA  OHUTB. 

This  work  was  anthorized  by  special  clause  in  the  appropriation  bill 
of  Angnst  14, 1876,  providing  $29,600  toward  the  constraction  of  a  low 
dam  and  the  revetment  of  Arsenal  Island.  The  island  was  being  cat 
away  by  the  river  so  rapidly  that  it  was  necessary  to  devote  the  whole 
appropriation  to  securing  the  remnant  of  the  island  and  the  site  of 
the  proposed  dam.  A  low  revetment  was  made  of  part  of  the  west  side 
of  the  island  for  a  distance  of  600  feet,  in  two  sections  of  450  and  150 
feet,  respectively,  being  separated  by  a  projecting  clay  point,  which,  pro- 
trading  beyond  the  line  adopted  for  the  final  eastern  limit  of  the  river, 
was  left  unprotected  in  order  that  it  might  be  cut  away.  On  the  east 
side  of  the  island  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  dam  was  protected  by 
a  revetment  750  feet  in  length,  extending  450  feet  below  the  line  of  the 
dam.  This  revetment  was  carried  to  the  top  of  the  bank.  The  eastern 
or  Illinois  shore  was  also  revetted  for  a  distance  of  500  feet. 

The  expenditures  were — 

2,478.8  oubio  yards  riprap,  west  shore  of  Arsenal  Island $2, 832  61 

8,092.3  cable  yards  riprap,  east  shore  of  Arsenal  Island 9, 268  04 

5,542.7  cubic  yards  riprap,  Illinois  shore 6,192  12 

Engineering  and  contingencies 2,665  84 

Total 20,958  61 

Nearly  all  the  work  on  the  Illinois  shore,  and  nearly  one-half  of  that 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Island,  was  done  in  February  and  April  of  the 
present  year.  All  this  work  is  in  good  condition.  But  little  more  can 
be  done  until  fnrther  appropriation  is  made.  The  estimate  for  the  dam 
is,  as  stated  in  last  report,  $75,000  for  a  low  dam. 

The  projected  clotting  of  this  chute  compels  a  consideration  of  the 
consequences  which  will  result  therefrom  to  the  harbor  and  commerce 
of  Saint  Louis,  ^[eretofore  the  expansion  of  the  waterway  at  the  island 
into  two  channels,  either  capable  of  passing  the  whole  volume  of  the 
river  at  ordinary  stages,  has  relieved  that  portion  of  the  harbor  below 
the  bridge  from  dangerous  pressure  when  ice  was  running,  and  the  west 
bank  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island  has  for  many  years  been  considered 
one  of  the  safest  winter-harbors  on  the  river.  On  December  3, 1876, 
the  ice  gorged  in  the  Gahokia  Chute,  compelling  the  whole  body  to  pass 
down  the  Arsenal  Channel.  The  immediate  consequence  was  the*  total 
loss  of  several  steamers  and  barges,  and  materialinjnry  to  many  others. 

The  losses  were  at  first  estimated  at  nearly  $200,000 ;  but  as  the  river 
was  wholly  blocked  in  a  few  days,  and  remained  firmly  closed  for  two 
months,  some  of  the  sunken  boats  were  raised^  and  others  endan- 
gered were  secured,  lessening  the  final  loss.  Much  apprehension  was 
felt  lest,  when  the  ice  broke  up,  ail  the  remaining  boats  should  be  de- 
stroyed. Fortunately  the  gorge  in  Cahokia  Chute  ran  out  February  1, 
the  other  chute  remaining  closed  until  the  8th ;  consequently  the  hard 
ice  of  the  harbor  found  an  open  passage  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  to  the  exposed  property,  and  litMe  damage  was  done.  The  expe- 
rience of  the  last  winter  from  natural  causes  affords  an  illustration  of 
what  will  be  the  yearly  experience  when  the  chute  is  closed  by  a  dam. 
There  will  then  be  no  place  within  convenient  distance  of  Saint  Louis 
where  boats  can  lie  during  the  winter  with  reasonable  safety.  The 
tonnage  employed  on  the  upper  rivers  will  be  compelled  to  retire  to 
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Alton  Sloagh  betimes,  and  that  of  thB  lower  river,  of  which  a  con- 
siderable part  cannot  pass  ander  the  bridge,  will  have  no  refuge,  and 
mast  remain  away  from  Saint  Louis,  or  incur  the  risk  of  being  lost 
should  a  sudden  intense  cold  find  them  there.  As  the  inevitable  result 
of  closing  the  chute  will  be  to  deprive  the  tonnage  of  Saint  Louis  of  its 
only  ice-harbor,  it  seems  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  danger,  and 
to  suggest  a  remedy ;  for  the  interests  of  commerce  demand  that  there 
should  be  a  winter  harbor  of  refuge  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Saint 
Louis.  The  proposed  dam  is  a  necessary  improvement,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, can  readily  be  so  designed  as  to  afford  a  much  better  winter-harbor 
than  has  ever  existed. 

If  the  proposed  dam  be  made  a  high  one,  the  pool  below  it  will  afford 
a  perfectly  secure  and  easily-accessible  harbor,  provided  it  can  be  kept 
from  filling  up  with  sand.  With  a  high  dam  and  the  side-protection  of 
the  island  there  would  be  little  danger  of  the  pool  itself  filling ;  the  only 
problem  would  be  to  keep  a  sufficient  entrance  to  it  open. 

I  am  confident  that  this  can  be  done  by  extending  the  point  of  the 
island  artificially  to  within  a  short  distance  of  either  the  railroad  em- 
bankment and  incline  opposite  Carondelet,  or  within  like  distance  of  a 
dike,  which  might  be  constructed  near  the  Bessemer  Iron  Works,  and 
near  the  proposed  location  of  the  Saint  Clair  and  Carondelet  Bridge. 

Having  made  no  special  surveys  for  the  purpose,  I  am  not  able  to  sub- 
mit any  estimate  of  the  cost  of  modifying  the  project  as  suggested.  The 
fact  that  a  part  of  the  working-equipment  belonging  to  the  United  States 
shared  in  the  danger  of  last  winter  mentioned  above,  and  to  a  small  ex- 
tent in  the  damage,  compelled  me  to  share  in  the  anxiety  felt  by  all  in- 
terested in  the  exposed  property,  and  justifies  this  proposition  to  extend 
the  projected  works  with  a  view  to  obviate  such  risks  hereafter. 

The  sudden  and  unexpected  formation  of  ice  at  so  early  a  date  ren- 
dered it  impracticable  to  remove  the  Oovernment  property  from  the 
locality,  which  the  results  showed  to  be  a  dangerous  one,  though  judging 
from  former  experience,  no  one  could  have  selected  a  place  less  likely  to 
be  dangerous: 

From  comments  made  last  winter,  it  wonld  seem  that  comparatively 
few  comprehend  the  nature  of  ice-risks  in  the  Mississippi,  which  are 
much  more  serious  than  would  naturally  be  expected,  considering  only 
the  latitude  and  mean  climate  at  Saint  Louis. 

Ice  forms  along  the  margin  of  the  river  at  a  temperature  of  about 
+2(P  F.  and  below.  Owing  to  the  rapid  current  it  is  continually  being 
detached,  and  as  the  temperature  falls,  the  quantity  becomes  very  great. 
By  attrition  between  the  masses  it  is  reduced  to  the  form  of  mush-ice, 
whicft  in  extreme  cold  becomes  more  compact,  and  when  the  river  is  full, 
he^vy  masses  are  cemented  together  under  pressure  by  <<  regelation." 
While  moving,  the  mass  is  often  several  feet  in  thickness  and  capable 
of  crushing  vessels  by  pressure,,  when  its  soft  condition  and  very  slow 
movement  scarcely  suggest  the  thought  of  almost  resistless  power.  In 
this  state  it  arrives  at  some  part  of  the  river  exceptionally  narrow  or 
shoal ;  in  the  former  case  the  mass  is  compacted  together  on  the  surface 
and  solidifies  very  quickly  underpressure;  other  ice  following,  piles 
upon  its  surface  and  is  drawn  under  until  a  complete  dam  is  formed  and 
the  ice  is  said  to  be  gorged.  This  dam  arrests  both  ice  and  water  until 
the  accumulated  head  furnishes  energy  either  to  break  through  the  dam, 
cut  around  it,  or  to  lift  the  dam  high  enough  to  detach  it  from  the  sides ; 
when  the  first  or  last  contingency  occurs  the  movement  is  rapid,  and  no 
human  device  can  avail  to  save  whatever  is  exposed.  During  the  last 
winter  the  gorge  in  Arsenal  Chute  was  found  by  actual  measurement  to 
be  22  feet  in  depth,  and  the  water-level,  at  one  time,  8  feet  higher  at  the 
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Arsenal  than  at  Elwood  street,  Garondelet,  3  miles  below.  With  these 
facts  in  mind,  it  is  easy  to  anderstand  why  sach  serioas  disasters  some- 
times occur ;  indeed  the  wonder  is  that  anything  escapes. 

The  losses  from  ice. at  Saint  Louis  since  1865  must  aggregate  over 
$500,000.  Should  the  opportunity  now  available  at  Arsenal  Island  not 
be  improved,  and  the  chute  be  allowed  to  silt  up,  as  would  naturally  re- 
sult from  a  low  dam,  there  would  then  be  no  opportunity  to  secure  a 
harbor  of  refuge  within  30  miles  of  the  city.  I  therefore  recommend  the 
matter  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  those  interested,  as  worthy 
a  close  examination. 

HOBSBTAIL  BAB. 

As  stated  in  the  last  annual  report,  the  navigation  at  this  locality 
was  extremely  bad  during  a  great  part  of  the  season  of  1876,  furnishing 
occasion  for  much  complaint,  and  criticism  of  the  work  which  had  been 
done  for  its  improvement  The  facts  concerning  which  there  could  be  no 
dispute  were,  that  after  an  unusually  long  high-water  period,  attended 
with  very  active  erosions  in  the  vicinity  of  Arsenal  Island,  (Horsetail 
being  the  natural  place  of  deposit  for  this  eroded  material,)  the  bed  of 
the  river  was  filled  with  sand  to  the  height  of  about  10  feet  above  low- 
water  mark;  the  dikes  at  that  time  were  noi^  of  them  higher  than  8 
feet  above  low- water;  it  is  therefore  plain,  that  with  a  depth  of 
channel  of  only  6  feet  and  a  stage  of  wat/cr  above  14  feet,  the  dikes 
could  have  been  exerting  no  influence  either  beneficial  or  injurious; 
they,  therefore,  did  not  cause  the  difficulty,  and  are  only  chargeable 
with  the  failure  to  prevent  it. 

The  work  done  in  the  years  1873  and  1874  was  chiefly  designed  to 
relieve  the  difficulty  at  the  then  bar  opposite  Jefferson  Barracks.  The 
difficulty  now  referred  to  was  located  nearly  2  miles  farther  up  stream, 
a  locality  where  previous  to  1875  there  had  been  no  trouble  since  1870. 
When  this  bar  made  its  reappearance  in  1875,  works  were  commenced 
with  a  view  to  its  removal ;  this  work,  begun  in  October,  1875,  had  not 
progressed  far  enough  to  exert  any  appreciable  influence  when  suspended 
in  December  for  want  of  funds.  No  additional  means  were  provided 
until  the  latter  part  of  September.  1876.  As  soon  as  practicable,  after 
that  date,  work  was  resumed  and  vigorously  pushed.  Owing  to  the 
raising  the  dikes,  and  the  fall  of  the  river,  a  channel  was  scoured  out 
which  became  available  October  23,  one  month  and  two  days  after  the 
work  was  begun. 

This  channel  gradually  deepened  until  the  close  of  the  navigation, 
afifording  from  6^  to  9  feet,  which  latter  depth  was  maintained  through 
the  early  spring  of  1877,  at  stages  varying  from  8  to  12  feet.  The  dikes, 
therefore,  £^cted  promptly  and  satisfactorily,  as  soon  as  the  stage  of 
water  brought  the  channel  within  their  influence,  and  continued  to  do 
so  until  the  water  rose  to  a  stage  which  prevented  further  observation 
or  inquiry  concerning  them. 

As  a  result  of  the  year's  operations,  dikes  1, 2,  and  3  are  raised  to  a 
height  that  will  brin^^hem  into  action  when  the  river  falls  below  an  18- 
foot  stage,  and  we  may,  therefore,  anticipate  that  the  difficulties  which 
were  experienced  in  1875  and  1876,  while  the  river  was  falling  from  15 
to  9  feet  above  low-water,  will  not  be  repeated  in  the  same  locality. 
There  is,  however,  a  possibility  that  there  may  be  trouble  fa^rther  down 
stream,  owing  to  the  insufficient  height  of  dike  4  and  incomplete  state 
of  dike  5.  With  the  means  now  on  hand  it  is  the  intention  to  resume 
work  with  the  expectation  of  being  able  to  prevent  serious  trouble,  if 
there  should  be  a  tendency  of  the  mean-stage  channel  to  run  across  dike 
4y  which  is  the  only  danger  anticipated. 
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Dike  5,  as  bas  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  crossed  a  small  tow- 
bead,  wbicb  last  year  proved  a  weak  point,  tbe  tow-bead  being  cut  in 
two  just  below  tbe  dike,  and  producing  a  break  in  its  continaity,  wbicb 
it  will  be  necessary  to  fill.  When  tbis  dike  is  restored  and  dike  4  raised, 
(wbicb  last  need  not  be  done  unless  tbe  tendency  of  tbe  cbannel  de> 
mands  it,)  tbe  system  of  dikes  perpendicular  to  tbe  current  will  be 
practically  complete  to  an  extent  justifying  tbe  commencement  of  a  train- 
ing wall  to  connect  the  outer  ends. 

In  European  river  improvements  tbese  training  walls  bare  been  found 
necessary  to  success,  and  tbis  improvement  bas  often  been  sharply  crit- 
icised because  all  tbe  work  hitherto  done  bas  been  upon  a  series  of  per- 
pendicular dikes  or  wing-dams,  wbicb,  of  themselves  have  been  always 
found  unsatisfactory,  and  tbe  question  is  often  asked,  why  the  longitu- 
dinal dike  bas  not  been  built  Tbe  reason  is,  that  in  all  cases  tbe  longi- 
tudinal dike  mus^  be  cooneoted  with  tbe  bank  by  cross-dikes,  and  the 
order  of  construction  must  be  governed  by  circumstances.  In  a  narrow 
stream,  where  tbe  longitudinal  dike  can  in  no  place  be  more  than  a  few 
hundred  feet  from  tbe  bank,  tbe  construction  of  tbe  cross  dikes  is  a 
matter  so  easy  that  they  may  well  be  made  numerous,  and  be  built  as 
tbe  longitudinal  dike  progresses,  or  even  after  it.  But  in  a  wide  river, 
where  the  improvement  contemplates  narrowing  the  bed  nearly  one- 
third,  or  even  one-half  of  its  width,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  follow 
tbe  precedent  of  smaller  streams  too  closely.  With  unlimited  supplies 
of  means  it  might  be  possible  to  carry  on  both  kinds  of  work  with  equal 
steps ;  but,  (as  is  tbe  case  witb  all  Government  works  in  tbe  United 
States,)  when  appropriations  bear  no  fixed  relation  to  estimates,  it  is 
necessary  to  conduct  tbe  work  so  as  to  secure  results,  although  the  con- 
ductor may  be  well  .aware  that  under  other  conditions  the  work  could 
be  better  done  another  way. 

If,  then,  but  one  kind  of  work  can  be  done  at  a  time,  wbicb  is  tbe 
better:  to  build  cross-dikes  first,  which  will  have  a  certain  effect  in 
pushing  the  cbannel  toward  its  desired  position,  though  not  as  com- 
plete as  desired,  and  await  tbe  opportunity  to  construct  the  training- 
wall  ;  or  to  build  tbe  wall  first,  wbicb  for  great  part  of  its  length  must 
be  far  out  from  tbe  bank,  and  incur  the  probability  of  the  cbannel  get- 
ting upon  tbe  wrong  side  of  it,  a  danger  only  to  be  averted  by  making 
the  longitudinal  dike  high  and  massive  t 

Tbe  contemplated  training-wall  in  tbis  case  must  eventually  extend 
from  the  ferry  dike,  opposite  Garondelet,  to  tbe  western  side  of  OarrolFs 
Island,  opposite  quarantine,  a  distance  of  21,000  feet  Consideration  of 
its  cost  per  running  foot  will  sufficiently  answer  tbe  question  of  order 
of  construction,  for  a  low  training- wall  will  cost  $5  or  $6  a  foot,  and  tbe 
bigber  near  $20.  This  answer  was  and  is  deemed  conclusive.  The 
cost  of  tbis  training-wall  bas  never  distinctly  appeared  in  the  estimates, 
being  classed  with  protective  works,  estimated  in  tbe  aggregate  at 
$4,000,000,  (see  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  volume  2,  Appendix 
G  G,  page  492;)  tbis  particular  estimate  is  $126,000.  The  wall,  as  es- 
timated, is  designed  to  restrict  tbe  cbannel  within  tbe  lines  at  low- 
water,  but  not  to  be  high  enough  to  be  itself  exposed  to  injury  by  ice. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  were — 

Dike  No.  1: 

28  moorinf^-piles $188  11 

11,268.6  cubic  yards  riprap,  raising  the  dike  from  6  feet  to  15  feet  above 

low-water 12,996  68 

EngiDeering  and  contingencies 490  90 

13,675  69    ' 

0 
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Dike  No.  2: 


21  mooriDg-piles $141  10 

5,357.3  cubic  yards  riprap,  raisiDg  the  dike  to  14  feet  above  low-water  for  a 

distance  of  1,0C0  feet 5,983  04 

EugineeriDg  and  contiDgenciea 223  41 

6,347  55 
Dike  No.  3: 

24  mooriDg-piles $161  24 

19,832.5  cnbic  yards  riprap,  raising  the  dike  to  13|  feet  above  low-water  for 

a  distance  of  1,335  feet 22,554  70 

Engineering  and  contingencies 842  87 

23,558  81 
Dike  No.  4: 

2,306  cubic  yards  riprap  at  shore  end  revetments  and  stem  of  dike. $2,548  14 

Engineering  and  contingencies «...  93  80 

2,641  94 
Dike  No.  5: 
5,626  cubic  yards  riprap  placed  in  breach  made  by  washing  away  of  tow-head.  $6, 437  77 
Engineering  and  contingencies 242  79 

6,680  56 

All  work  was  done  by  bired  labor  with  material  parchased  in  open 
market. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  tbe  repairs  of  dike  5,  to  raise  dike  4,  and 
to  commence  a  section  of  longitudinal  dike  the  present  season,  with 
fnnds  now  available. 

FOBT  GHABTSES  DAM. 

No  work  has  been  done  at  this  dam,  which  is  in  good  condition, 
tboagh  incomplete.  In  order  to  preserve  the  favorable  condition  of 
channel  in  this  vicinity  the  revetment  of  a  portion  of  Fish  Bend  will  be 
necessary,  and  also  part  of  the  Illinois  shore  opposite  the  island. 
Length  of  protection  necessary,  18,000  feet,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$234,000. 

TURKEY  ISLAin>  DAM. 

A  small  amount  of  work  was  done  at  this  dam  in  October,  1876, 
toward  filling  the  prism.  The  site  is  inaccessible  when  the  river  is 
low ;  consequently  work  can  only  be  done  on  it  at  intervals.  The  work 
already  done  is  in  fair  condition.  No  work  is  contemplated  here  the 
present  season. 

The  expenditures  were — 

1, 865.75  cubic  yarda  riprap $2,559  18 

Engineering  and  contingencies 414  21 

Total 2,973  39 

SASKASOA  BEND. 

The  specific  sum  set  apart  in  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  having  been 
withheld  until  April  19, 1877,  no  work  has  b^n  done.  The  caving  has 
progressed  rapidly  since  the  special  report  was  made.  The  least  distance 
between  the  two  rivers  March  18, 1876,  was  2,080  feet;  on  May  16,  1877, 
it  was  reduced  to  1,504  feet,  since  which  time  it  is  reported  that  the 
caving  continues.  The  caving  during  low  stages  was  located  nearer  the 
bead  of  the  bend  than  was  anticipated  when  the  report  was  written. 
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The  amount  available  will,  therefore,  be  applied  to  that  part  of  the  bend 
the  coming  fall.  It  will  be  necessary  to  continae  the  work  nntil  the 
whole  distance  estimated  is  protected,  reqairing  farther  appropriations 
to  amount  of  $37,000. 

REVETMENT  NEAR  LIBERTY  ISLAND. 

This  revetment,  commenced  in  1875,  has  been  extended  during  the 
year  2,700  feet,  making  the  length  of  bank  now  partially  protected  to 
the  height  of  about  12  feet  above  low- water,  6,474  feet,  which  covers  the 
most  important  part  of  the  caving.  It  would  be  desirable  to  carry  the 
revetment  higher  up  the  bank,  but  no  funds  are  now  available  for  the 
purpose.    An  allotment  of  $15,000  is  desired  to  continue  the  work. 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  were — 

11, 607.82  cubic  yards  riprap  $17,254  17 

EDgiDcering  and  oontiDgencies 1,215  12 

Total 18,469  29 

DEVIL'S  ISLAND. 

Work  at  Devil's  Island  was  resumed  March  7, 1877,  and  continued 
nntil  the  15th  of  April,  when  it  was  suspended  on  account  of  the  quarry 
being  flooded.  An  erosion  occurring  at  the  east  end  of  dam  No.  2  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  April  and  first  of  May,  endangering  its  connection 
with  the  shore,  caused  the  necessity  of  procuring  stone  at  the  stages 
then  prevailing.  In  order  to  do  this  a  berme  was  raised  at  the  quarry 
to  27  feet  above  low-water,  thereby  rendering  it  available  at  that  and 
lower  stages. 

Following  the  order  in  which  the  work  here  was  done,  the  work  of 
March  and  April  was  on  revetment  above  and  below  dike  No.  1.  That 
above  was  extended  to  the  length  originally  contemplated,  say  1,000  feet, 
and  was  raised  to  about  15  feet  above  low-water.  Its  height  is  not  very 
regular,  however,  as  the  stage  of  water  changed  frequently  while  the 
work  was  being  done,  and  was  above  the  height  contemplated  for  the 
revetment  part  of  the  time.  Therefore  this  revetment  may  need  some 
labor  to  trim  it  when  the  stage  of  water  renders  it  practicable. 

Below  the  dike  250  feet  was  revetted  to  the  top  of  the  bank,  covering 
the  space  originally  protected  by  spnrdikes.  The  spurs  had  been 
damaged  to  such  extent  as  to  seriously  impair  their  usefulness.  Scour- 
ing had  reached  such  depths  that  repairing  the  dikes,  so  as  to  restore 
their  usefulness,  would  have  been  very  expensive.  It  was  considered 
better  to  cover  the  space  to  be  protected  with  a  continuous  revetment, 
and  to  use  the  available  stone  from  the  dikes  in  the  revetment. 

Expenditures  were  as  follows: 

5.308.91  cubic  yards  riprap $7, 591  74 

£Dgineering  aod  contingeDcies 459  75 

Total 8,051  49 

The  next  work  in  order  of  time  was  repairing  and  raising  dam  No. 
2,  which  was  done  in  the  latter  part  of  May  and  first  of  June.  The 
east  bank  was  revetted  400  feet  above  and  250  feet  below  the  dam,  and 
rising  from  low-water  level  at  either  end  to  the  top  of  bank  at  the  dam. 
The  east  end  of  the  dam  was  extended  well  back  into  shore;  the  west 
end  strengthened,  and  the  dam  slightly  raised.  It  may  be  desirable  to 
raise  it  more  at  a  lower  stage  of  water,  when  the  work  can  be  economi 
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cally  done.    The  stage  of  water  was  not  unfavorable  when  work  was 
saspeuded  tbere,  bat  wechan.^fed  to  dam  No.  1  in  order  to  secare  its 
east  end  while  it  was  accessible,  and  since  then  the  river  has  risen  so 
mnch  that  it  is  unfavorable  for  work  at  both  dams. 
The  espenditares  appear  as  follows : 

3,615.79  cnbio  yards  riprap |5,170  58 

IBugineeriDg  and  contingeDciea 596  26 

Total 5,766  84 

Work  was  commenced  on  dam  No.  1  Jane  21,  and  contmned  to  the 
close  of  the  month,  ^^he  east  end  was  strengthened  so  as  to  be  considered 
secure,  unless  a  radical  change  in  the  direction  and  velocity  of  currents 
should  take  place.  Work  of  filling  the  gap  was  well  advanced  towards 
completion,  but  as  the  gap  is  widening  slowly  it  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate how  much  stone  will  be  required  to  complete  it.  It  commences 
at  a  point  about  400  feet  from  the  east  end  of  the  dam  and  extends  250 
feet  westerly,  and  was  a  dry  bar  when  the  dam  was  built,  in  1875,  the 
bar  extending  at  that  time  650  feet  from  the  east  shore.  This  is  not  the 
gap  left  at  close  of  the  working  season  of  1875  near  the  west  end  of  the 
dam,  which  was  filled  with  sand  during  the  high-water  of  L876,  the  top 
of  the  sand  being  now  about  24  feet  above  low-water. 

Expenditures  were — 

2,017.95  cubic  yards  riprap $2,885  67 

EogineeriDg  and  contiuguocies 299  23 

Total 3,184  90 

The  work  remaining  to  be  done  on  the  works  commenced  in  this 
vicinity  will  probably  be  filling  a  gap  near  shore  in  dike  No.  1 ;  filling 
the  gap  in  dam  No.  1,  and  raising  dam  No.  2  to  14  feet  above  low- water ; 
and  among  works  for  preservation,  the  protection  of  Minton's  Point 
should  receive  favorable  consideration  when  other  allotments  are  made 

DICKEY  ISLAND  TO  MOUTH  OP  THE  OHIO, 

Under  the  provision  of  the  act  of  August  14, 1876,  requiring  $30,000. 
to  be  expended  within  the  limits  above  specified,  work  was  begun  in 
October  last  and  continued  until  the  close  of  the  season.  The  plan 
described  in  the  special  report  dated  February  5,  1876,  was  followed 
with  successful  results.  The  eddies  between  the  old  spur-dikes  which 
were  being  enlarged  and  threatening  to  break  through  the  main  levee 
in  the  rear  of  Cairo  were  stopped,  and  about  500  feet  of  bank  above 
them  partially  protected,  the  total  length  of  bank  protected  being  1,500 
feet.  Owing  to  the  sudden  closing  of  navigation  the  revetment  was 
not  made  as  high  as  intended,  but  the  condition  of  the  work  when  last 
visited  was  unchanged.  A  considerable  balance  of  the  allotment  re- 
mains available,  which  will  be  applied  this  fall  to  raising  and  extending 
the  protection.  It  is  very  important  that  the  work  so  begun  should  be 
extended  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  full  extent  estimated,  requiring  fur- 
ther appropriations  to  the  amount  of  $142,000. 

The  expenditures  were-^ 

156  piles r. $800  79 

2,234.78  cords  brush 6,468  22 

.5,162.21  cubic  yardsriprap 8,861  80 

EngiDeering  and  contiDgencies 2,548  57 

Total 18,679  38 
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Eeviewiog  the  resalts  of  the  efforts  to  improve  this  section  of  the 
river  siuce  their  beginning  in  1872,  we  have  to  admit  that  some  expec- 
tations  have  not  been  realized,  because  too  much  was  expected  by  oar- 
selves  as  well  as  by  the  pablic.  Many  contingencies  have  arisen  which 
have  increased  the  cost  of  individual  works  beyond  what  was  hoped; 
still  it  can  be  said  that  as  yet  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  exceed  the 
estimated  sum  at  any  locality.  Looking  forward  to  future  work  it  is 
suggested  that  unless  Congress  is  disposed  to  grant  more  liberal  appro- 
priations than  have  been  given  hitherto,  it  will  be  advisable  to  modify 
the  plans  and  limit  each  year's  work  to  one  or  at  most  two  localities, 
and  take  up  new  undertakings  only  as  those  now  begun  are  completed. 
In  1874,  in  confidence  that  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Senate  would  result  in  the  prosecution  of  improvements  on  a  liberal 
scale,  the  field  of  operations  was  considerably  enlarged.  Since  then 
the  act  of  March  3, 1875,  led  to  the  commencement  of  work  at  Piasa 
and  Liberty  Islands,  and  that  of  August  14,  1876,  ordered  further  ex- 
pansion of  the  field  by  works  at  Cahokia  Chute,  Kaskaskia,  and  near 
Cairo.  As  a  consequence  of  these  congressional  orders,  some  of  the 
works  previously  begun  have  remained  untouched  for  the  want  of  the 
funds  diverted  to  new  works  which  were  ordered,  while  the  whole  appro- 
priation remained  at  the  uniform  figure  of  $200,000  annually,  except  in 
the  case  of  Cahokia  Chute,  for  which  special  provision  was  made. 

By  commencing  works  the  Government  has  committed  itself  at  a  num- 
ber of  points,  and  awakened  expectation  that  something  useful  will  be 
done  at  each ;  if  these  works  stop  or  progress  slowly,  these  expectations 
are  disappointed  and  complaints  are  made  against  the  administrative 
bureau,  which,  if  justified  at  all,  should  rest  upon  the  legislative  branch 
of  the  Government.  So  far  as  the  matter  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
engineer  in  charge  the  policy  hereafter  must  be  to  devote  all  available 
means  to  the  prosecution  of  works  already  begun,  to  tl^e  entire  exclu- 
sion of  all  new  undertakings  until  these  are  complete. 

It  cannot  be  disputed  that  there  are  new  works  needed  at  several 
points  as  urgently  as  those  now  in  hand,  but  the  financial  limit  is  abso- 
lute and  the  engineers  not  at  fault. 

The  estimated  amounts  required  to  complete  works  already  begun 
are — 

Piasa  Island  Dam,  beipin  in  1875,  virtaally  ordered  by  Congress |17|  474  36 

Alton  Dam,  begun  in  1872,  virtually  ordered  by  Congress 7, 935  15 

Sawyer  Bend  protection,  begun  in  1872,  virtually  ordered  by  Congress  ....  50, 270  95 

Venice  Dikes,  begun  in  1872,  virtually  ordered  by  Congress 3,658  15 

Closing  Cahokia  Chute,  begun  in  1876,  virtuaUy  ordered  by  Congress....  83,641  39 
Horsetail  Bar,  begun  in  1873,  not  ordered,  but  most  important  work  on 

whole  section 19,606  41 

Horsetail  Bar  protective  work,  not  begun,  but  essential 126, 000  00 

Fort  Chartres,  begun  in  1874,  not  by  order 9,750  00 

Turkey  Island,  begun  in  1874,  not  by  order 8,101  61 

Kaskaskia,  ordered  in  1876,  not  yet  begun 37,000  00 

Liberty  Island,  ordered  in  1875,  virtually  by  provision B,  140  71 

Devil's  Island,  not  by  order,  1874,  very  necessary 30,026  14 

Cairo  protection,  ordered  in  1876 153,820  62 

Appropriations  required  to  finish 555,425  49 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  works  undertaken  under  the  discretionary 
authority  of  the  Bureau  of  Engineers  in  1873  and  1874  require  to  com- 
plete them  $  193,484.16,  and  that  the  balance  of  the  estimate,  $361,941.33, 
is  for  works  ordered  directly  or  by  implication  by  Congress.  Of  these 
latter. 
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Sawyer  Bend ...; $50,270  95 

Kaskaakia .' 37,000  00 

Liberty  Island 8, 140  71 

Cairo 153,820  62 

249,232  28 

are  protective  works  for  which  the  principal  influence  toward  obtaining 
the  order  came  from  local  interests.  In  order  that  the  pro{)er  commit- 
tees may  have  before  them  the  full  extent  of  the  possible  field  for  such 
applications,  a  list  of  localities  is  given  where  the  banks  are  caving  to 
a  greater  or  less  degree,  covering  the  river  from  the  Missouri  to  the 
Ohio: 

Oppoeite  month  of  Missouri 36, 000  feet  caving  moderately. 

Sawyer  Bend 27,000  feet  caving  moderately. 

Above  Widow  Beai^d's  Island 14, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Near  Smith's  Landing... 17,000  feet  caving  fast. 

Near  Harrisonville '. 5,000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Near  Harlow's  or  Perry's  Towhead 17, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Fish  Bend 20, 000  feet  caving  very  fast. 

Fort  Chartres  Landing 15, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Big  Fields  below  Saint  Genevieve 17, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Kaskaskia  and  vicinity 21, 000  feet  caving  very  last  in  part. 

Bois  Brule,  below  Saint  Mary's 27, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Liberty  Island 26, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Above  Big  Eddy 14, 000  feet  caving  rapidly. 

Grand  Tower  Island 21, 000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Near  Foe's  Landing 9,000  feet  caving  slowly. 

Minton's  Point , 4,000  feet  caving  rapidly  of  late. 

Cape  Girardeau  Bend 19, 000  feet  caving  very  slow. 

Dog  Tooth  Bend 20, 000  feet  caving  moderately. 

Thompson's 6, 000  feet  caving  moderately. 

Greenleaf's  Bend 25^000  feet  caving  rapidly. 

Dickey  Island  to  Ohio 17,000  feet  caving  rapidly. 

Bird's  Bend 30,000  feet  caving  rapidly. 

407, 000  feet. 
In  addition  to  these,  which  are  all  confined  to  the  main  bank,  there 
would  be  engineering  reasons  for  the  protection  of  islands  at  various 
points  in  direct  connection  with  improvements  of  the  channel,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  80,000  feet,  to  which  may  be  added  the  work  of 
defining  the  eastern  limit  of  the  river  in  front  of  Saint  Louis,  and  ex- 
tending to  Carroll's  Island,  63,000  feet,  making  a  total  length  of  550,000 
feet,  the  cost  of  which  will  vary  from  $6  to  $20  per  foot.  Taking  the 
mean  at  $13,  there  is  a  total  estimate  of  $7,150,000.  Of  this  aggregate, 
(by  shortening  the  measurements  to  what  would  probably  be  necessary 
to  protect,)  327,000  feet  remains  as  the  estimate  of  necessary  protections, 
which,  at  $13  per  foot,  as  above,  would  cost  $4,251,000,  which  is  reasona- 
bly near  the  approximate  estimate  of  $4,000,000  given  in  the  report  on 
transportation  routes,  Eeport  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  Part  II, 
page  492. 

SUEVEYS. 

No  surveys  were  made  except  such  as  were  required  for  the  final 
location  of  new  works  at  Cahokia  Chute  and  near  Cairo,  and  a  partial 
resurvey  at  Horsetail  Bar,  in  connection  with  the  work  at  tbat  locality. 

EQUIPMENT. 

No  additions  have  been  made  to  equipment  during  the  year.  Two  of 
the  barges  first  purchased  having  become  worthless  for  further  service 
were  sunk  to  form  part  of  foundations;  the  remainder  of  property  is  on 
hand  and  most  of  it  is  in  good  condition  for  further  service;  but  three 
more  of  the  old  barges  will  have  to  go  out  of  service  the  coming  year, 
being  too  old  for  repairs.  As  this  will  reduce  the  number  of  serviceable 
33  E 
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barges  below  the  requiremeDts  of  the  work,  it  is  hoped  that  appropria- 
tions will  allow  the  purchase  or  construction  of  four  new  barges,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $13,000,  the  ensuing  year. 

The  prosecution  of  the  works  the  last  season  by  purchase  of  material 
in  open  market  and  by  hired  labor  has  been  very  satisfactory,  material 
having  cost  fully  one-fifth  less  than  it  was  ever  obtained  for  by  contract, 
and  in  quantities  so  large  as  to  materially  reduce  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion. The  competition  in  open  market  is  very  sharp,  and  successful 
competitors  are  much  more  closely  bound  by  the  consideration  that 
others  would  gladly  take  their  place,  than  by  a  nominal  bond  which  all 
experience  shows  will  not  be  enforced ;  besides,  payments  monthly  in 
full  make  it  easier  to  carry  on  the  furuishing  of  material  than  if  a  i>er' 
centage  is  retained,  an  advantage  which  enables  material  to  be  procured 
at  more  favorable  i^tes. 

STATISTICS. 

In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  circular  from  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  dated  March  9, 1877,  a  special  effort  was  made  to  obtain  sta- 
tistics of  the  commerce  of  this  portion  of  the  Mississippi  Biver.  In 
addition  to  the  general  movements  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  informa- 
tion was  also  obtained  concerning  the  movements  of  freight  across  the 
Mississippi  by  ferry  and  transfer  of  cars  by  water  in  order  to  show  the 
importance  of  the  harbor  facilities  at  Saint  Louisin  relation  to  the  business 
of  the  railroads,  a  relation  which  has  heretofore  received  little  attention, 
although,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statistics,  this  transfer 
business  is  in  proportion  to  the  river  freightage  proper  as  eight  to  ten 
nearly.  The  labor  of  obtaining  and  compiling  the  statistics,  which  has 
been  very  considerable,  was  done  by  my  chief  clerk,  8.  S.  Hutchins, 
whose  report  is  appended^hereto,  and  to  which  I  respectfully  refer. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  collection-district  of  New  Orleans. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  the  port  of  Saint  Lonis  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30,  li^7,  was  $1,422,642.93. 

Construction  account 


Kame  of  work. 


If 


lis- 


>-9 

is- 

i 


1^ 

•"1 


J 

m 

a 
3 


Piasa  Island  Dam 

Alton  Dam 

Sawyer  Bend  proteotloD  . . . 

Venice  Dikes 

Closing  Cahokia  Chnte. . . . 

Horsetail  Bar,  dike  1 

Horsetail  Bar,  dike  3 

Horsetail  Bar,  dike  3 

Horsetail  Bar,  dike  4 

HorseUil  Bar,  dike  5 

FortCfaartres  Dam 

Turkey  Island  Dam 

Liberty  Island  Dam 

Liberty  Island  protection . 

Devil's  Island,  dike  1 

Devil's  Island,  dam  1 

Devil's  Island,  dam  2 

Cairo  protection 


$16.  SIO  73 
31, 368  45 
91. 940  67 
36,341  85 


S6,873  84 
15. 564  03 
47,  506  81 
38, 646  17 

90.399  05 
36,  812  86 

21. 400  46 
5,053  91 

16.  647  68 

50,  416  89 

43, 084  06 

9, 479  18 


97,525  64 
696  40 

20,958  61 
13,675  69 
6. 347  55 
23,558  81 
2,641  94 
6.680  56 

2,973  39 

18, 469  29 
8, 051  49 
3,184  90 
5. 766  84 

18, 679  38 


123,736  37 

32.064  85 
91. 940  67 
36,341  85 
20,958  61 
40.549  53 
21.911  58 

71.065  62 
41,290  11 
27, 079  61 
36, 612  86 
24,463  85 

5,053  91 
35, 116  97 
58, 468  38 
46.268  96 
15, 246  02 
18,679  38 


917,474  96 

7,935  15 

50,270  95 

3.658  15 

83,641  39 


19, 606  41 


9,750  00 
8, 101  61 


8, 140  71 
30,026  14 
153,620  62 


941.210  73 
40,000  00 

142.211  62 
40,000  00 

104,600  OO 


221,502  86 

46,562  86 

32,565  4« 

5,053  91 

43,257  68 

150,000  00 

172,500  00 


Totals. 


507, 838  64  j      139, 210  49 


647, 049  13 


392,425  49 


1, 039, 4e5  12 


Note — The  changes  made  in  first  colamn  from  amounts  shown  in  report  for  previous  year  consist 
of  unimportant  ertors  then  made,  and  are  due  to  that  statement  being  hastily  prepared  in  adTanoe  of 
the  records  being  fully  written  up.  o  ^  «-    r 
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Class  of  property. 


Balance 
July  1, 1876. 


Dr. 


Cp. 


Balance 
July  1, 1877. 


Office  furniture 

Instruments  and  survey  material 

Five  pile-drivers 

Sixteen  l>arges  and  one  quarter-boat 

Two  tow-boats,  one  small  tug  and  expenses 

Small  boats 

Genecai  expenses  of  property 

Material  and  quarry  privileges 

Tools 

Quarters  for  workmen,  shops,  &o 

Totals 


1500  55 

850  00 

10,071  39 

40,339  46 

50,408  84 

166  83 

13, 495  49 

1, 961  70 

1, 915  00 

2,177  79 


13  00 

398  IS 

3,129  36 

21,729  55 

104  17 

4,555  59 

110,  671  27 

2, 516  le 

2, 161  91 


9120  00 

3  00 

259  00 

13, 499  22 

30,870  02 

175  00 


109, 824  99 

3,437  28 

759  00 


1380  55 

850  00 

10,210  51 

29.969  60 

47, 262  37 

95  99 

18, 051  08 

2,807  98 

993  82 

3,580  70 


127,881  04 


145.269  07 


158, 947  51 


114,202  60 


Engineer  Office,  United  States  Army,  in  aootmnt  with  United  States, 


Dr. 


Cr. 


To  allotments  for  survevs  and  ex- 
toJuly  1,1876 

948,008  77 
725,000  00 

29,600  00 

200,000  00 

900  17 

4,781  85 

112  67 

900 

By  expenses  of  office.. 

139.353  64 
25.871  38 

By  general  engineering 

By  surveys 

75,531  58 

To  appropriations  for  Improvement 
of  tbe  Mississippi  Biver  between 

to  July  1, 1876 

By  constructions ......  .. 

647  049  13 

By  biUance  on  acoount  of  property. . 
By  cash  on  band  and  in  Treasury.. 

Total 

114,202  60 
lots.  404  14 

To  appropriation  for  improvement 
of  channel  of  Mississippi  River 
opposite  Saint  Louis,  (closing  Ca- 
hokia  Chute,)  approved  August 
14, 1876 

To  appropriation  for  improvement 
of  MlM&sippi  Biver  between  Illi- 
nois and  Ohio  Rivers,  approved 
August  14  1876 

To  unpaid  percentage  on  annulled 

To  liabUity  for  labor,  (non-payment 
account) 

To  liAbilitv  for  material 

To  UabiUty  for  office  suppUes 

Total    ...- 

1,008,412  47 

1,008,412  47 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1876,  amount  available $15,724  68 

Amoant  appropriated  by  act  approved  Anffust  14, 1876 229,600  00 

t24.'),324  66 

Jnly  1,1877,  amoant  expended  during  fiscal  year 138,920  54 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 5,803  69 

144,724  23 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 100,600  45 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project....  • 6,729,600  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     500, 000  00 


commercial  statistics. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  July  24, 1877. 
General  :  To  comply  with  instructions  firom  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  requiring  a 
statement  of  statistics  of  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  River  between  the  mouths  of 
the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers,  you  issued,  April  2, 1877,  a  circular  requesting  information 
upon  the  subject.  This  circular  Was  forwarded  to  persons  engaged  in  business  at  all 
points  along  the  river  within  those  limits  except  Saint  Louis,  and  requested  each  to  fill 
up  and  return  a  blank  form  sent  with  it,  showing  their  receipts  and  shipments  by  river 
of  all  articles  in  alphabetical  order,  with  estimated  value  of  each,  during  the  year  1876. 
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The  Dumber  of  circulars  distribated  and  responses  received  appears  as  folio xrs : 


Locality. 


Grafton,  111 

Portage  dea  Sioux,  111 . 

Alton,  III 

Harrison  ville,  111 

Prairie  du  Kocher,  111 . 
Saint  Genevieve,  Mo . . 

Saint  Mary's,  Mo 

Kaskaskia,  111 

Chester,  111 

Uock-vpood,  Dl 

Wittenborjr,  Mo 

Grand  Tower,  111 

Cape  Girardeau,  Mo. .. 

Commerce,  Mo 

Rush  Power,  111 

Cairo,  111 

Total 


10 

4 

3 

.  , 

77 

39 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Sd 

15 

13 

4 

3 

25 

io 

4 

2 

7 

2 

9 

9 

41 

41 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

I 

232    ,      133 


From  the  information  thus  received,  and  from  that  contained  in  the  published  report 
of  Mr.  George  H.  Morgan^  secretary  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  of  Saint  Louis,  with  ad- 
tional  data  obtained  from  him  and  other  sources,  the  accompanying  statement  has  been 
compiled,  and  is  submitted  \7ith  the  following  explanatory  remarks : 

This  statement  shows  approximately  for  all  points  between  the  Illinois  and  Ohio 
Rivers. 

Receipts, tons - 1,222,631  $38,000,716  "40 

Shipments,  tons .% «74,0y9  60,761,262  84 

Total,  tons 2,096,730  98,761,979  24 

The  above  total,  however,  is  evidently  less  than  the  trne  amount,  since  of  the  232 

gersons  called  upon  99  failed  to  respond,  though  full  returns  are  included  of  Saint  Louis, 
rand  Tower,  Cape  Girardeau,  and  Cairo,  which  cover  over  95  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

It  may  be  stated,  too,  that  the  destination  of  shipments  from  the  several  points  is 
unknown ;  hence,  in  summing  up  the  receipts,  some  items  are  necessarily  repeated ; 
yet  as  Saint  Louis,  which  represents  the  greater  tonnage  and  value,  is  doubtless  the  des- 
tination of  nearly  all  these  items,  the  result  would  not  be  disturbed  to  any  appreciable 
extent. 

Some  replies  to  the  circular  contained  no  weights,  but  gav  e  quantities  of  certain 
items  in  the  most  convenient  unit  with  value,  while  others  specified  quantities  or 
weights,  and  omitted  value.  The  difficulty  in  determining  deficient  weignt  and  value 
in  some  of  these  cases  was  overcome  by  assuming  the  unit  of  weight  or  value  supplied  by 
other  returns,  and  applying  the  same  to  like  items  where  not  given.  The  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Merchants  Exchange  of  Saint  Louis  and  the  files  of  the  Saint  Louis 
Market  Reporter  aided  also  very  materially  in  fixing  average  prices  and  weights  per 
unit  of  many  of  the  leading  articles. 

Special  reauests  were  made  for  information  showing  the  tonnage  and  value  of  the 
ferry  and  harbor  business  of  Saint  Louis,  of  which  full  returns  were  furnished,  but  a  por- 
tion of  them  were  deficient  in  detaiL  presenting  the  information  in  a  manner  too  gen- 
eral to  admit  of  its  use  without  aid  from  other  sources.  That  given,  however,  with  the 
weights  and  values  per  unit  of  many  articles  of  merchandise  transported,  already 
ascertained,  furnished  the  data  from  which  the  inclosed  estimated  statement  was 
prepared. 

The  aggregate  of  this  statement  shows  1,627,083  tons,  with  a  value  of  $79,695,928, 
which,  added  to  the  receipts  and  shipments  for  all  points  on  the  Mississippi  River  be- 
tween the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers,  as  shown  above,  gives  a  grand  total  of  3,723,813 
tons,  with  a  value  of  $178,457,907.24. 

Of  course,  as  has  been  demonstrated,  absolute  accaracv  is  not  claimed  for  this  result ; 
but,  considering  the  character  of  the  information,  and  tne  method  of  putting  the  same 
in  shape,  it  is  hoped  it  will  aid  in  conveying  an  approximation  to  the  extent  and  value 
of  the  tonnage  of  the  river  within  the  limits  stated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  HUTCHINS. 

Gen.  J.  H.  Simpson, 

Colonel  o/EngineerSj  U,S,  A. 
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Statement  shaiping  approximately  the  extent  and  value  of  commerce  of  the  Jlississippi  Biver 
between  the  mouths  of  the  Illinoia  and  Ohio  rivere  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876. 


LocaUty. 


S«oeipt8. 


Tona.        Estimated  yalne. 


Shipments. 


Tons.        Estimated  valne. 


Grafton, El 

Portage  des  Sioux,  HI.  *. 

Alton,  HI 

Saint  Lonis.  Ho 

HarrisonyiUe,  111 

Prairie  dn  Koclier,  lU . . . 

Saint  Genevieve,  Ho 

Saint  Hary's,  Ho 

Kaskaskia,  IlL* 

Chester,  HI 

Bockwood,  HI 

'WVttenharg,  Ho 

Grand  Tower,  HI 

Cape  Girardeau,  Ho 

Commerce,  Ho 

Bush  Tower,  HI 

Cairo,  HI 


Total. 


9157,150  00 


39,445 


43,700 

1.143,806 

655 

535 

3,934 

3,100 


1, 104. 687  S6 

34, 478, 175  17 

40.884  IS 

7,091  00 

328,653  47 

8, 918  00 


13,468 
607, 769 
5,664 
2,431 
46,570 
3,894 


5,838 
360 
306 

1,047 

3,003 
111 

4,134 
10,085 


123, 043  30 
16,535  00 
153, 516  75 
356. 340  84 
395,331  46 
36,135  00 
116, 500  00 
777,856  00 


5,544 
1,339 
3,998 
41,508 
16,138 
838 


85,653 


1,333,631 


38, 000, 716  40 


874,099 


$336, 835  00 


943, 387  94 
55, 745,  837  55 
95. 439  45 
141.551- 00 
541.234  53 
199,505  00 


375, 013  70 

65.393  50 

935.633  00 

339,109  85 

1, 01^  408  41 

38, 46.9  00 


918, 577  93 


60,761,863  84 


^  No  returns  receiyed. 


Statement  showing  approximately 
Saint  Louis,  Mo 


^  ihe  extent  and  value  of  ferry  and  harbor  transportation  at 
o,,  during  the  year  ending  December  Zl,  1876. 


Tons. 

Estimated  value. 

General  merchandise  transported  by  ferries  both  ways  across  the  His- 

sissippi  River  at  Saint  Louis. .  ^ 

Coal  moved  in  harbor  of  Saint  Louis 

1, 437, 470 

148, 188 

41,435 

r79.355.596  40 
371,363  04 

Stone  moved  in  harbor  of  Sft^nt  T/ouls  .............  ......^.-r..^-TT 

38, 626  31 

Towing  in  harbor  of  Saint  T<onis .................*t- 

30, 443  35 

Total 

1,637,083 

79, 095. 938  00 

Em 
inclu< 


>tv  oars,  empty  wagons,  carriages,  and  baggies  with  teams  and  passengers,  not 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  EDWARD  MAGUIRE, 
CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING 
JUNE  30, 1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
hbadquartbr3  department  of  dakota, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.j  June  30, 1877. 
General  :  I  bave  the  boDor  to  sabmit  herewith  my  annnal  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Maguire, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8,  A. 


improvement  op  MISSOURI  RIVER  ABOVE  THE  MOUTH  OP  THE  TE1> 

LOWSTONB. 

A  letter  from  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  dated  March  21, 
1877,  informed  me  that,  in  addition  to  my  other  duties,  I  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  work  of  improving  the  Missouri  Biver  above  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellowstone. 

Upon  investigation  1  found  that  there  were  three  reports  upon  this 
subject :  One  by  M^j.  Charles  R.  Suter,  Corps  of  Engineers,  (Report  of 
the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875;)  one  by  Capt  0.  W.  Howell,  Corps  of 
Engineers,  (Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1868;)  and  one  by  Mr. 
Thomas  P.  Roberts,  published  by  the  War  Department  in  1875.  Each 
of  these  reports  recommended  improvements  in  but  general  terms. 
As  no  detailed  surveys  have  ever  been  made,  it  was  impossible  for 
them  to  do  otherwise.  Still  they  are  definite  enough  to  show  that  the 
work  should  be  commenced  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  river  within  the 
first  300  miles  from  Fort  Benton,  where  the  obstructions  to  navigation 
consist  of  a  series  of  rapids  difficult  of  passage  in  consequence  of  the 
slight  depth  at  low-water  stage  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current.  Of 
these  rapids  Dauphin's,  Cow  Island,  and  Two-Calf  Island  are  mentioned 
in  the  reports  as  demanding  the  first  attention,  and  the  opinions  of 
steamboatmen,  as  expressed  to  me,  coincide  with  that  conclusion.  Of 
these  three,  Dauphin's  Rapids  present  fhe  greatest  difficulties. 

In  view  of  the  above  a  party,  consisting  of  one  assistant  engineer,  one 
recorder,  one  overseer,  and  twenty-three  men,  was  organized  in  this  city 
and  started  for  Dauphin's  Rapids  on  the  11th  instant. 

The  remoteness  of  the  scene  of  operations  from  all  depots  of  supplies 
^nd  the  uncertainty  of  the  time  of  arrival  and  departure  of  the  steam- 
boats necessitated  the  purchase  at  once  of  material  of  such  a  nature  and 
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in  such  quantities  as  to  supply  all  needs  in  any  contingency  which  may 
arise. 

An  escort  of  one  company  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  was  requested,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  meet  the  working  party  at  Dauphin's  Rapids  not  later 
than  the  25th  instant.  In  addition  I  obtained,  upon  requisition  on  the 
chief  ordnance  officer  of  the  Department  of  Dakota,  24  rides  and  3,000 
rounds  of  ammunition  for  use  by  the  party  in  an  emergency. 

Permission  was  obtained  for  the  purchase  of  the  rations  from  the  sub- 
sistence depot  at  Fort  Buford,  and  the  rations  will  be  drawn  for  sixty 
days  at  a  time. 

Water-gauges  will  be  established  and  a  detailed  survey  of  the  imme- 
diate locality  of  the  work  will  be  made  directly  after  the  arrival  of  the 
party.  Gauges  will  also  be  established  at  Carroll  and  Fort  Buford,  if 
any  one  can  be  found  at  those  points  who  will,  for  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation, keep  a  record  of  the  stage  of  water.  The  assistant  engineer  was 
furnished  with  a  thermometer  and  an  aneroid  barometer,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  run  a  line  of  levels  between  the  points.  By 
the  above  means  it  is  thought  that  information  more  detailed  than  that 
which  we  now  possess  of  the  nature  and  habits  of  the  river  will  be 
obtained. 

The  main  work  will  consist  in  procuring  a  channel  of  a  width  of  300 
feet,  if  practicable,  and  of  a  depth  of  4  feet  at  low-water  stage.  This 
will  necessitate  the  removal  of  reefs,  bars,  and  bowlders  by  "  grabbing'^ 
or  blasting,  and  the  construction  of  wing-dams  of  brush  or  stone  so  dis- 
posed as  to  obtain  a  sufficient  amount  of  water  and  diminish  the  veloc- 
ity of  the  current,  If  found  to  be  necessary.  For  the  work  there  will 
be  used  one  scow  rigged  with  a  derrick  and  "stone-grab,''  one  dwelling- 
boat,  one  working-boat,  and  one  yawl,  or  "batteau,"  as  it  is  termed  by 
the  lumbermen  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

The  party  will  move  the  escort  and  itself  from  point  to  point  by  means 
of  these  boats.  It  is  expected  that  at  least  the  work  on  the  three  points 
mentioned  above  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  season. 

At  the  close  of  operations  the  material  will  be  stored  at  Carroll,  in 
order  to  be  at  hand,  and  to  save  the  expense  and  trouble  of  transpor- 
tation in  case  there  should  be  an  appropriation  to  continue  the  work 
another  year, 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  work  during  the  season  of 
187Sand  1879  be  commenced  at  the  Marias  Kapids,  and,  proceeding  down 
stream,  clear  the  channel  at  Hip's  Rapids,  Drowning  Man's  Bapids, 
Snake  Point,  Bird,  Bear,  and  Lone-Pine  Rapids,  and  Grand  Island.  For 
this  purpose  I  would  recommend  that  $30,000  be  appropriated,  as  it  is 
believed  that  that  amount  can  be  profitably  expended. 

The  portion  of  the  river  between  the  rapids  and  the  Yellowstone  has 
not  been  referred  to,  because,  as  stated  above,  it  is  a  well-settled  opinion 
that  the  stretch  in  which  the  rapids  occur  should  receive  the  first  atten- 
tion, and  there  will  be  a  sufficient  amount  of  work  in  that  section  to 
occupy  a  party  for  another  season. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angnst  14, 1876 120,000  00 

July  1,  1877y  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year ^  $4,589  33 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 951  04 

5,540  37 

July  1, 1677,  amount  available 14,459  63 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     30, 000  00 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  EEPOET. 

Cow  Island,  Mont.,  September  18, 1877. 
General:  I  have  visited  the  party  at  work  at  Daaphin's  Bapids,  and 
have  found  that  the  work  is  not  only  more  difficult,  but  far  more  ex- 
tensive than  was  to  be  expected.  The  bed  of  the  stream  is  ahnost 
literally  paved  with  bowlders  for  a  distance  of  at  least  half  a  mile.  I 
was  led  to  believe,  from  Boberts's  report,  that  there  were  but  few  bowl- 
ders scattered  here  and  there  through  the  channel. 

I  have  also  learned  that  there  are  other  points  above  Dauphin's 
which  must  be  improved  before  the  river  will  be  navigable  in  low- water. 
There  are  seventeen  places  above  Dauphin's  which  should  be  attended  to. 
In  view  of  this,  I  would  request  permission  to  change  the  recommen- 
dation (contained  in  my  annual  report)  for  an  appropriation  of  $30,000 
to  one  of  $75,000. 

With  this  amount  three  parties  can  be  worked  to  good  advantage, 
and  there  can  be  purchased  for  each  party  a  small  engine,  a  thing  that  is 
very  much  needed  for  working  the  rakes  and  facilitating  the  operations 
in  other  ways. 

I  have  been  unable  to  send  this  letter  earlier,  on  account  of  the  want 
of  any  means  by  which  to  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  Maguiee, 
Lieutenant  of  Engineers ^  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineer 8y  U.  8.  A, 
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ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  COLONEL  J.  N.  MACOMB,  CORPS  OF 
ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 
Bock  Island,  Illy  July  12, 1877. 
General  :  I  beg  leave  to  sabmit  herewith  the  annual  reports  upon 
the  several  works  in  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th 
June,  1877,  together  with  the  estimates  for  continuation  or  maintenance 
of  these  works  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1879. 

In  submitting  these  reports  the  importance  of  the  channels  of  com- 
munication afforded  by  the  upper  Mississippi  and  Illinois  rivers  is 
clearly  shown  by  the  information  given  under  the  head  of  **  statistics  of 
commerce  and  navigation,''  in  the  report  of  Assistant  C.  W.  Durham, 
upper  Mississippi  River,  and  under  the  head  of  '^  statistical  and  com- 
mercial infornf^tion,"  in  the  report  of  Assistant  R.  A.  Brown,  Illinois 
River.  And  as  the  works  for  improving  the  navigation,  which  are  in 
progress  or  are  contemplated  on  different  points  on  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi River,  are  all  to  be  regarded  as  having  for  their  chief  object  the 
perfecting  of  the  through  navigation,  the  commercial  exhibits  above  re- 
ferred to  are  deemed  sufficient  to  justify  the  outlay  for  all  the  separate 
works,  which  indeed  may  be  regarded  as  but  parts  of  the  general  scheme 
of  improving  the  upper  Mississippi  River. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Macomb, 
Colonel  of  Engineers ,  U.  IS.  A, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


P  I. 

IMPROVING  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  Montana,  United  States  snag  and  dredge  boat,  has  been  em- 
ployed in  removing  snags,  leaning  trees,  and  building  low  dams  for  the 
permanent  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  River.  The  allotment  of  the 
season  of  1876  of  $10,000  was  not  sufficient  to  keep  her  running  all  sum- 
mer, but  much  useful  work  was  done  in  the  collection  of  commercial 
statistics,  of  which  tables  were  compiled  by  Assistant  Engineer  C.  W. 
Durham,  and  give  a  very  full  statement  of  the  commerce  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River. 

The  resignation  of  Capt.  John  B.  Davis,  formerly  captain  of  the  Mon- 
tana,  made  a  vacancy  to  which  Mr.  C.  W.  Durham' was  appointed.  The 
experience  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Durham  in  the  surveys  of  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  his  good  management  and  executive  ability,  make  him 
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a  peculiarly  fit  person  for  this  position.  The  pilot  of  the  Montana^  Mr. 
David  Tipton,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  river  experts  on  the  upper 
Mississippi. 

June  1,  United  States  Civil  Engineer  M.  Meigs  was  ordered  to  report 
to  me  for  duty  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the  upper  Missis- 
sippi, and  was  given  general  supervision  of  the  works  mentioned  below : 

ImproTement  of  the  upper  Mississippi  River;  iniproveraont  ot  the  harbor  of  Fort 
Madison,  Iowa ;  improvement  of  Rash  Chnte,  and  the  harbor  of  Bariington,  Iowa ; 
removal  of  a  bar  in  the  Mississippi  River  opposite  Dubuque,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Durham's  report  up  to  June  8, 1877,  and  Mr.  Meigs's  report  there- 
after, give  in  detail  the  work  performed  by  the  Montana  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

ESTIMATE. 

For  new  iron  hull,  steel  boilers,  transfer  of  machinery,  and  rebuilding  the 

Montana $66,500  00 

For  current  expenses  of  the  "  Montana  "  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879 : 25,000  00 

Total 91,500  00 

Motley  statement 

July  1,1876,  amount  available tl,609  86 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 30, 000  00 

31,609  86 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 14,857  65 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 16,752  21 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  end Ing  June  30, 1879.      91, 500  00 

The  improvements  at  Eeokak  and  at  Eock  Island  are  now  near 
completion,  and  the  enconragement  of  steamboat  navigation  seems  to 
.  demand  that  some  system  of  improvement  shall  be  applied  to  the  ob- 
structions by  shoals  and  sand-bars,  which  will  hereafter  be  the  control- 
ling features  of  navigation.  Mr.  Meigs  and  Mr.  Durham,  in  their  reports 
appended  below,  give  reasons  for  these  improvements,  and  the  following 

ESTIMATE. 

For  coastractiou  of  permanent;  improvements  at  shoals  in  the  Uppar  Mis- 
sissippi, by  building  brush  and  riprap  dams,  all  of  which  can  be  profit- 
ably expanded  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 $75, 000  00 

Money  statement 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project  between 

Saint  Paul  and  Montrose $617,393  01 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879       75, 000  00 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HAEBOR  OF  FORT  MADISON,  IOWA. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  stone  for  this  work  has  been  let,  and  the 
work  will  be  begun  immediately.  Mr.  M.  Meigs,  whose  report  is  here- 
with submitted,  estimates  that — 

The  completion  of  the  work  win  need  the  balance  of  the  original  estimate .    $30, 186 '  87 
Appropriated  August  14,1876 10,000  00 

Balance .  20,186  87 

all  of  which  can  be  advantageously  applied  in  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879. 
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Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagust  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year §312  55 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 50  88 

363  43 


July  1, 1877,  amount  ayailable 9,636  57 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 20, 186  87 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  3'ear  ending  June  30, 1879.      20, 186  87 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  RUSH  CHUTE,  AND  THE  HARBOR  OF  BURLINGTON, 

IOWA. 

The  bids  for  furnishing  stone  for  the  beginning  of  this  work  have 
been  advertised,  and  will  be  opened  July  25, 1877.  Mr.  Meigs,  in  his 
report,  which  is  herewith  submitted,*  estimates  that  the  completion  of 
the  work  will  require  the  balance  of  the  original  estimate,  and  it  appears 
from  a  recent  examination  at  the  head  of  Kush  Chute  that  the  difficul- 
ties of  navigation  at  that  place  are  increasing. 

ESTIMATE. 

Original  estimate ...' $35,221  70 

Appropriated  Angust  14,  1876 10,000  00 

Balance 25,221  70 

All  of  which  can  be  advantageously  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  An  gust  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $33  33 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 38  88 

72  21 

July  1,1877,  amount  available 9,927  79 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25,221  70 

,  Amount  that  can  be  prolitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .      25, 221  70 

EEMOVAL  OP  A  BAR  m  THE  MISSISSIPPI  EIVEE,  OPPOSITE  DUBUQUE, 

IOWA. 

The  contract  for  this  work  (dredging)  will  be  let  toward  the  latter 
end  of  July.  The  original  project  for  this  work  has  been  changed,  in 
consequence  of  altered  local  circumstances  and  the  insufficiency  of  the 
appropriation,  as  set  forth  by  U.  S.  Civil  Engineer  M.  Meigs,  in  his 
report  herewith  x>resented. 

It  is  proposed  to  remove  the  bar  by  dredging,  to  afford  immediate  re- 
lief, and  to  build  a  training-wall  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  New  Barney 
Out,  to  direct  the  water  of  the  river  parallel  with  the  shore  and  prevent 
the  formation  of  the  bar  in  the  future.    The  estimate  for  this  last  work  is : 

ESTIMATE. 

20,000  oubic  yards  loose  rock,  at$l  per  cubic  yard $20,000  00 

Brush-work  foundation 3,000  00 

Engineering,  contingencies, -&o ,. 2,300  00 

Total 25,300  00 
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Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $15,000  00 

July  1,  1877^  amount  expended  duriug  fiscal  year 583  18 


July  1, 1877,  amount  available 14,416  82 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 25, 300  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.      25, 300  00 


report  of  mr.  c.  w.  durham,  assistant  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Bock  lalandy  III,  Jme  8, 1877. 
Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  report  on  the  Improvement  of   the 
upper  Mississippi  River,  from  Jane  30,  1876,  to  June  8,  1877. 

operations  of  the  united  states  steamer  MONTANA. 

On  September  12, 1876, 1  received  Instructions  from  you  to  get  the  Montana  ready 
for  service,  and  continue  operations  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
upper  Mississippi  River. 

A  few  days  were  consumed  in  making  the  necessary  repairs,  purchasing  cordage  and 
provisions,  and  shipping  the  crew  ;  ana,  on  September  23,  the  Montana  got  under  way 
and  proceeded  up  river,  arriving  at  La  Crosse  on  the  evening  of  the  Sdth.  On  the  way 
up  we  removed  snags,  leaning  trees,  and  other  obstructions  at  or  near  the  following 
localities :  Dark  Slough,  Maquoketa  Slough,  Hurricane  Island,  Cassville  Slough,  Glen 
Haven,  Crooked  Slough,  and  Brownsville. 

On  morning  of  September  29  we  rigged  up  the  shears  and  proceeded  to  a  point 
about  one-half  mile  below  La  Crosse,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  the  channel  a 
large  sunken  barge.  After  18  hours  hard  labor  we  succeeded  in  detaching  it  from  its 
bed  of  sand,  and  towed  it  into  shoal  water  outside  of  the  channel. 

On  October  1  and  2  the  crew  of  the  Montana  were  employed  in  making  an  examina 
tion  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  bridge  of  the  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul 
Hailroad  Company,  near  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  in  the  course  of  which  work  some  1,500  sound- 
ings were  made. 

On  October  3  the  Montana  prooeeded  up  river,  arriving  at  Saint  Paul  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th.  Between  La  Crosse  and  Saint  Paul  large  numbers  of  snags,  leaning  trees, 
&c.,  were  removed  at  or  near  the  following  named  localities :  Dakota,  Queen's  BlafT^ 
Winona,  Argo  Island,  Wild's  Landing,  Fountain  City,  Rolling-stone  Slough,  Chimney 
Rock,  Mount  Vernon,  Minneiska,  Davis's  Bend,  West  Newton  Chute,  Pine  Island,  Beef 
Slough,  Crats's  Island,  Wabasha,  Reed's  Landing,  and  Diamond  Bluff. 

Left  Saint  Paul  on  morning  of  October  9,  and  ran  down  to  Nininger  Slough  Bar, 
having  made,  on  the  way,  an  examination  of  the  bar  at  Pig's-Eye  Island,  with  a  view- 
to  ascertaining  the  effect  of  the  dam  built  in  1874  for  the  improvement  of  the  bar. 
About  five  hundred  soundings  were  taken.  Some  overhanging  trees  were  also  removed 
at  Red  Rock  and  Pine  Bend.  On  the  morning  of  October  10  began  the  construction  of 
dam  No.  2,  across  the  mouth  of  a  slough  at  Nininger  Slough  Bar  which  slough  diverted 
a  considerable  body  of  water  from  the  channel. 

Dam  No.  1  was  built  in  1875,  about  i  mile  fiftrther  up  the  river,  across  another  slougb^ 
and  it  is  thought  that  the  combined  effect  of  both  dams  will  be  to  permanently  improve 
navigation  at  this  locality.  The  rock  for  dam  No.  2  was  quarried  from  Nininger  Bluff, 
about  1  mile  below  the  site  of  the  dam,  carried  up  on  the  bow  of  the  *'  Montana/'  and  put 
in  position,  the  total  amount  being  about  555  cubic  yards.  The  dam  was  completed 
October  14. 

On  morning  of  16th  left  Hastings  and  prooeeded  down  the  river,  arriving  at  La 
Crosse  about  noon  of  the  IBth.  Snags  were  extracted  and  other  work  done  between 
Hastings  and  La  Crosse  at  or  near  the  folio  wingpoints,  viz,  Half-moon  Bend,  Waoonta, 
Read's  Landing,  Crats's  Island,  Beef  Slough,  Davis's  Bend,  Homer,  Trempeleau,  and 
Queen's  Bluff.  During  the  afternoon  of  the  18th  made  an  examination  of  the  various 
chutes  below  the  ne^  La  Crosse  bridge,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  changes  in  the  volume 
of  water  passing  through  them,  caused  by  the  construction  of  the  new  bridge  and  the 
dam  at  the  heaS  of  Minnesota  Island ;  proceeded  down  river,  arriving  at  Rook  Island 
on  the  evening  of  October  21.  On  the  way  down  worked  in  Coon  Slough,  and  near 
De  Soto,  Cassville,  and  Belle vue.  Left  Rock  Island  on  moruing  of  the  23d,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  river  to  head  of  Des  Moines  Rapids,  and  thence  returning  arrived  again 
at  Rock  Island  about  noon  of  the  28th.  On  the  way  up  snags  and  leaning  trees  were 
removed  at  the  following  places,  viz,  in  Rush  Chute,  at  Devil's  Island,  Dallas  Chute, 
month  of  Shokoken  Slough,  Saeurwein's  LandiDjjr^  Kaintuck's,  near  Oqnawka,  John- 
son's Island,  Keithsburg  Chute,  Denison's  Landing,  Bay  Island,  and  in  Muscatine 
Chute. 

From  October  28  to  31  a  portion  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  putting  the  boat  in 
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readiness  for  winter,  by  nnshipping  the  spars,  housing  the  cordage,  tackle,  &o.,  paint- 
ing the  smoke-stacks,  and  carms  for  the  machinery,  so  that  no  detriment  or  damage 
m^ht  ensue  while  the  boat  shoold  be  out  of  commission.    •«'»««» 

During  the  winter  the  Montana  was  hauled  out  on  the  ways  at  the  Eock  Island  boat- 
yard, and  her  hull  was  repaired  below  the  water-line. 

Summary  ofoperationa  of  United  States  steamer  Montana,  season  o/1676. 
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6  weeks. 

Also,  two  barges  pulled  off  shore  and  set  afloat,  and  one  large  sunken  bar^  pulled 
out  of  the  channel.  The  river  being  at  a  fair  boating  stage,  during  the  time  in  which 
the  Montana  was  in  commission,  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  use  the  scraper,  and 
therefore  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  was  devoted  to  clearing  the  channel  of  snags 
and  removing  overhanging  trees.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  operations 
from  1868,  the  year  in  which  the  work  was  initiated,  up  to  and  including  the  season  of 
1876: 
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and  Cain-ey. 
Seat  on  of  1869.  Montana 

Water  very  high  and  boats  employed 
bat  little.  A  small  amount  of 
dredging  was  done. 

No  detailed  report. 
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Bnilt  dam  No.  1  at  Nininger  Slough. 
Removed  sunken  barge  at  Xa 
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and  CuSrej, 
Season  of  1870,  Mootana 

and  Gaffrej. 
Season  of  1871,  Montana 

and  Caffrey. 
Season  of  1872,  Montana 

and  Caffrey. 
SeaMm  of  1873,  Montana. . 

Season  of  1874,  Montana. . 

Season  of  1875.  Montana. . 
Season  of  1876.  Montana.. 

465 

550 

3 

13 

38 

37 

656 

2,550 

16 

45 

160 
3,136 

33 
722 

a 

S 
9 

33 

10 
11 

a 

18 
S 

3,444 

7,292- 
6,730 
2,263 

3,862 

3,535 

1,184 

From  1868  to  187*2,  inclusive,  two  boats  were  employed,  the  Montana  and  the  Caffreu  ; 
the  former's  field  of  operations  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  River  toXake 
Pepin,  and  that  of  the  latter  from  Lake  Pepin  to  Saint  Paul.  In  1872,  the  appropria- 
tion being  small,  the  Caffrey  was  not  put  in  commission,  and  was  soon  afterward  sold. 
Since  that  time  the  Montana  has  worked  over  the  whole  ground  above  mentioned. 
From  1868  to  1872,  inclusive,  large  numbers  of  snags,  the  accumulations  of  many  years, 
were  removed  from  the  channel,  and  overhanging  trees,  threatening  to  fall  into  the 
river,  were  pulled  back  on  shore  or  cut  down.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  snags 
found  in  the  channel  has  been  very  small,  owing  to  the  policy  of  prevention  adoptMl 
in  clearing  the  shores  of  overhanging  trees  and  those  near  the  bank  liable  to  cave  into 
the  river.  The  Montanaj  in  1876,  extracted  every  snag  between  Saint  Paul  and  the 
head  of  Des  Moines  Kapids,  and  the  number  was  only  thirty-seven.  The  river  being 
at  a  good  boating  stage  during  the  season,  the  scraper  was  not  employed,  and  a  great 
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deal  of  attention  was  paid  to  the  shores  in  the  bends  and  on  the  channel  side  of  the 
river,  not  only  the  largo  trees  being  removed  to  a  distance  of  5  feet  from  the  edge  of 
the  bank,  bat  also  the  smaller  ones,  which  often  cause  much  trouble  by  sweeping  off 
the  deck-loads  of  barges,  the  channel  being  very  close  inshore  at  many  places. 

A  considerable  amount  of  this  kind  of  work  will  be  required  each  season  to  keep 
the  river  free  from  snags. 

PERMANENT  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  Montana,  in  the  time  that  she  could  be  spared  from  her  other  duties,  has  with  her 
small  crew  permanently  improved  two  of  the  worst  bars  on  the  river,  and  a  third  has 
been  eradicated  by  the  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul  Railroad  Company  under  your  direc- 
tions, as  stated  below. 

1.  Pty»  Eye  Bar, — This  bar,  caused  by  a  diversion  of  the  river  into  two  channels  by 
Pig's  Eye  Island,  has  been  the  terror  of  navigators  since  the  river  was  first  run  by 
steamboats.  But  a  few  miles  below,  and  in  sight  of  Saint  Paul,  it  was  the  cause  of 
great  loss  and  vexation  to  steamboatmen,  who,  when  so  near  the  end  of  their  trip, 
were  obliged  to  unload  and  transfer  their  cargoes  to  small  boats  and  barges.  Several 
attempts  were  made  to  improve  the  bar,  but  without  success  until  the  present  exist- 
ing dam  was  built  in  1874.  A  survey  of  the  locality  was  made  in  1874,  prior  to  the 
building  of  the  dam,  the  results  of  which  survey  are  embodied  in  sketch  No.  1. 

It  wiU  be  seen  that  boats  going  up  or  down  were  obliged  to  pass  over  a  shallow  bar 
in  either  channel.  On  the  bar  at  low  stages  there  was  but  from  1^  to  2  feet  of  water, 
and  even  moderately  large  steamers  were  effectually  blocked.  The  contour-lines  show 
a  sufficiency  of  water  both  above  and  below  the  bar.  A  chaynel  had  been  repeatedly 
dredged  through  the  bar,  but  the  effect  was  only  temporary,  it  being  filled  up  again  at 
the  first  rise  in  the  river. 

In  October,  1874,  a  dam  of  loose  rock  was  built  from  the  head  of  the  island  over  to 
the  eastern  shore,  with  its  crest  about  4  feet  above  low- water  mark.  The  shore  at 
either  end  of  the  dam  was  protected  by  riprap,  as  also  the  bank  on  the  western  shore, 
where  the  diverted  and  accelerated  current  impinged.  A  survey  of  the  locality  was 
again  made  in  1876,  nearly  two  years  after  the  building  of  the  dam,  the  results  of 
which  are  shown  in  sketch  No.  2.  A  comparison  of  the  two  drawings  vdU  enable  one 
to  see  clearly  the  changes  caused  by  the  building  of  the  dam.  A  permanent  channel  has 
been  cut  through  the  bar  with  sufficient  depth  for  the  largest  boats  at  the  latoeat  stages. 
It  may  be  statiSl  that  3  feet  at  low  water,  as  on  the  map,  means  3  feet  at  low  water  of 
1864,  which  is  by  far  the  lowest  ever  known,  so  that  at  ordinary  low  water  there  will 
be  a  wide  channel  of  from  4  to  4^  feet  in  depth.  There  is  at  present  much  more  water 
on  Pig's  Eye  Bar  than  on  many  of  the  bars  below,  and  if  a  boat  can  get  up  to  Pig's 
Eye  it  can  get  over  it  to  Saint  Paul  without  difficulty.  At  extreme  low  water  of  1^6 
there  was  a  5-foot  channel  over  the  bar,  but  large  boats  could  not  avail  themselves  of 
it,  because  they  were  stopped  by  bars  miles  below.  The  channel  is  also  much  straight- 
ened. This  work  is  the  most  satisfactory  to  steamboatmen  of  any  that  has  ^en 
accomplished  on  the  upper  river. 

2.  Nininger  Slough  Bar, — ^This  bar,  some  5  miles  above  Hastings,  Minn.,  was,  next  to 
Pig's  Eye,  the  worst  bar  on  the  river.  Sketch  No.  3  shows  the  situation  in  1874.  An 
island  divides  the  river  into  two  parts,  and  a  portion  of  the  north-channel  water  went 
down  Nininger  Slough.  There  was  a  very  bad  bar  at  the  head  of  the  island.  Boats 
were  often  obliged  to  take  the  north  chute,  and,  making  an  abrupt  turn  around  the 
foot  of  the  island,  come  back  into  the  river  through  a  very  narrow  passage,  or  vice 
eersa.  This  route,  in  dark  nights  or  windy  weather,  was  very  difficult  and  dangerous, 
and  at  all  times  troublesome.  In  1875,  (see  sketch  No.  4,)  a  loose  stone  dam  (No.  1) 
was  thrown  across  the  chute  from  the  head  of  the  island  to  the  northern  shore;  in 
1876,  it  was  found  that  the  current  in  the  passage  at  the  foot  of  the  island  had  b«Hiome 
reversed,  and  was  drawing  considerable  water  from  the  channel  into  Nininger  Slough ; 
it  was  also  gradually  becoming  wider.  Accordingly,  a  dam  (No.  2)  was  built  across  the 
outer  end  of  the  passage,  and  at  present  the  entire  body  of  water,  at  low  stiu^es,  takes 
the  main  river.  Sketch  No.  4,  from  a  survey  made  in  1876,  shows  the  situation  subse- 
quent to  the  construction  of  the  dams.  The  improved  channel,  of  3^  feet  at  low  water 
of  1864,  will  afford  from  4^  to  5  feet  at  ordinary  low  summer  water,  ample  for  all  pur- 
poses of  navigation. 

3.  Minnesota  Island  Bar, — Sketch  No.  5  gives  the  results  of  a  survey  in  1875,  prior  to 
the  building  of  the  dam.  At  this  locality,  some  5- miles  above  La  Crosse,  the  river  is 
divided  into  two  channels  by  various  Islands;  of  these,  the  eastern  channel  is  called 
La  Crosse  Chute. 

In  former  years  sometimes  one  channel,  and  sometimes  the  other,  was  the  main 
Bteamboat  channel. 

Sketch  No.  5  shows  deep  water  in  La  Crosse  Chute ;  the  difficulty,  however,  in  this 
chute  was  caused  by  bars  in  the  upper  and  lower  ends,  not  shown  in  the  sketch. 
There  was  also  a  ver^  bad  bar  in  the  main  river,  at  the  head  of  Minnesota  Island,  and 
this  bar  was  the  chief  obstruction  to  this  channel.  The  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Paul 
Railroad  Company  obtained  authority  from  Congress  to  bridge  the  river  at  a  point 
near  the  foot  of  Minnesota  Island.    They  wished,  however,  to  construct  but  one  draw 
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for  the  passage  of  boats,  and  were  permitted  to  do  this  od  condition  of  their  closing 
up  La  Crosse  Chate  in  such  a  manner  as  to  remove  the  bar  at  head  of  Minnesota  Island, 
and  on  fulfilling  other  conditions  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  state  here.  Accordingly, 
under  your  directions,  in  the  winter  of  1875-'76,  they  threw  a  dam  of  piles,  brush,  and 
rock  (see  sketch  No.  6)  across  La  Crosse  Chute,  from  the  head  of  Minnesota  Island  to 
the  eastern  shore.  They  were  also  obliged  to  protect  the  western  shore  of  Minnesota 
Island  by  riprap,  and  close  up  a  narrow  passage  through  the  island. 

A  graphic  illnstration  of  the  effects  of  the  dam  is  given  in  sketch  No.  6  from  a  sur- 
vey made  in  1876.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  wide  channel  has  been  cut  through  the  bar, 
and  La  Crosse  Chute  below  the  dam  is  rapidly  filling  up.  There  is  noW  a  wide  chan- 
nel in  the  main  river  of  a  minimum  depth  of  6  feet  at  ordinary  low  water. 

The  sketches  were  made  by  reductions  from  maps  of  accurate  surveys,  the  sound- 
ings in  great  part  located  by  triangulation. 

I  give  below  a  list  of  bars  above  La  Crosse,  and  the  probable  cost  of  permanent  im- 
provement, from  surveys  and  estimates  of  M.  Meigs,  assistant  engineer,  and  myself, 
under  your  directions,  in  1874  and  1875.  Should  future  improvements  be  made  on  a 
considerable  scale,  this  part  of  the  river  would  require  immediate  attention,  as  the 
bars  are  the  most  numerous  and  troublesome. 

No  estiOiate  is  given  for  the  improvement  of  several  bars,  as  the  water  was  gond  at 
the  time  of  survey.  It  often  happens  that  some  of  the  worst  bars  are,  perhaps  for  a 
season  or  two,  prodnctive  of  no  trouble,  but  th>)  difiicultiea  always  return  after  some 
time  has  elapsed.  Of  course,  then,  if  appropriations  should  be  made  for  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  river,  the  points  of  application  should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  engineer  in  charge,  so  that  the  improvement  might  be  made  at  the  worst  bars  for 
the  time  being. 

Upper  Ml8»i88ippi  Rirer. — List  of  bars  ahove  La  Crosse^  JTiaconwn. 


No.< 


DestgDatfon. 


Frenchman's 

PiK'e  Eye 

Kapoftia , 

Upp»-r  Red  Kock 

Lower  Red  Kook 

Newport 

Merrimao 

Rtil>iaiioD*«  Island 

Pine  Bend 

Gray  Cloud 

fioulancer's 

Head  Ninioger  Bluff. . 


13  Ninlnger  Bluff 

14  Ninliiger 

15  HastluKS 

Ifi     Prescott  Island 

17  Dim mond  Bluff 

18  Waconta 

19  B«^Iow  Read's  Landing 

20  Above  Wabasha 

31     Below  Wabasha 

2a     Urats's  Island 

23  I  Beef  Slough 

24  Alma 

25  I  Piue  Island 

26  A  bo  ve  West  Newton 

27  Head  West  Newton  Island . 

28  Minueiflka 

29  Mount  Vernon 

30  CbiranevRock 

31  Rolling  Stone  

32  Betsey's  Slough 

33  Wild's 

34  A rgo  Inland 

35  Above  Winona   

36  Elevator  below  Winona 

37  Above  Minneopa 

38  Below  Homer 

39  Mount  Trempelean 

,40     Below  Trempeleau 

*41     Queen's  Blnff 

43     Below  Dresback ; 

43     Minnesota  Island 


Remarks. 


Cost  of 


One  mile  below  Saint  Paul . 

Improved  in  1874 

Oiton  very  bad 

do 

do 

Twochntos 

do 

Very  bad 

do , 

Sometimes  bad 


Improved  in  1875  and  1876  under  bead  of  Nlninger  Slough 

Bar. 

do 

Badcross!ng , 

(Channel  narrow  and  shoal 

Two  chutes 

SeMoro  bad 

Ofi«n  bad • 

do 

do 

do 

Two  chutes,  very  bad 

Series  of  bad  bars ^ 

do 7.... 

Often  bad 

Sometimes  bad 

do 

Oflon  bad 

Very  bad 

Very  ba<l  generally 

Series  of  bad  bars 

Two  chutes 

Several  chutes 

Sometimes  bad 

Seldom  bad 

...do  

Legendary  

do  

Several  chutes 

do 

Sometimes  bad 

Two  chutes   

Improved  1876 


Total  cost  of  dams 

Addforshoro-proteoiions,  engineering,  contingenciea,  &c 

Qrand  total 


$4, 417  86. 


2,435  34 
3, 140  04 

2,  796  12 
2. 359  3& 
2,798  36 

3,  414  20 
7.622  86 


2,307  44 


6,399  40- 
2.850  08 
5^335  66. 


7.  485  5» 
12, 747  28 
15, 130  9i 


5, 150  10 


12,706  06 
4,651  04 
3, 845  50 


5,  402  30 


5,  897  13 
5,  .309  04 


124, 092  75 
75, 907  25 


200.000  00 


34  £ 
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This  amannti  will,  in  my  opinion,  cover  the  entire  expense  of  the  permanent  improve- 
ment of  the  bars  estimated  for,  and  but  little  annual  outlay  wonld  be  needed  to  keep 
the  dams  in  repair. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

There  have  been  appropriated  for  improving  Upper  Mississippi  River,  nnder  the 
varions  heads  of  "Repair,  preservation,"  dtc.,  "Snagboats  and  dredges,"  &c.,  and 
'*  Improving  Upper  Mississippi  River,"  the  following  amonnts : 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1867 196,000  00 

By  deficiency  bill  of  1868 26.000  00 

By  act  approved  July  11,  1870 36,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871 42,000  00 

By  act  approved  Jane  10, 1872 42.000  (K) 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1873 25,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  2:^,  1874 25,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1875 25,000  00 

By  act  approved  August  14,1876 30,000  00 

Total 347.000  00 

The  appropriations  heretofore  made  from  year  to  year  have  been  sufficient  only  to 
keep  the  8n»g>boat8  in  commission  with  a  small  crew  during  the  low-water  season. 
Experience  has  shown,  during  the  past  three  years,  that  dams  of  loose  rock  are  service- 
able and  permanent.  In  order  to  construct  these  properly,  and  at  the  least  expense, 
a  large  force  should  be  employed  that  the  work  may  be  done  rapidly,  thereby  saving 
in  material,  for  when  the  work  is  slowly  done  as  it  progresses  the  scour  Increases,  and 
often  at  least  twice  as  much  rock  is  required  as  would  be  needed  if  the  work  were  done 
with  dispatch.  If  an  appropriation  ot  from  $50,000  to  |75,000  could  be  obtained,  in  - 
addition  to  the  nsual  allotment  for  the  Montanay  I  firmly  believe  that  from  5  to  10  of 
the  worst  bars  could  be  improved  in  a  single  year.  I  wonld,  accordingly,  respectfully 
recommend  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Juoe  30,  1879,  an  appropriation  of  |75,00n  for 
building  dams  at  such  points  as  may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  be  . 
most  expedient.  This  appropriation  could  be  expended  in  the  hire  of  additional  men 
<and  purchase  of  flat-boats  and  tools,  and  the  work  might  be  done  with  the  aid  of  the 
Montanttj  or,  if  preferred,  by  contract. 

The  Montana  is  now  13  years  old,  and  it  will  require  a  heavy  repair-acoonnt  to  keep 
her  in  a  seaworthy  condition  after  next  season,  and  the  expense  will  increase  yearly. 
Her  machinery  is  excellent,  and  could  be  used  to  good  advantage  in  a  new  boat.  The 
boilers  wonld  be  unsuitable  to  transfer  to  another  hull,  and,  consequently,  I  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  new  steel  boilers  for  a  new  steamer.  In  my  opinion  an  iron 
hull  to  receive  the  Montana^s  machinery  should  be  of  about  the  following  dimensions: 
Length  on  deck,  190  feet ;  beam, 37  feet;  hold,  5i  feet;  full  mold  and  transom  stem. 
Such  a  hull,  with  the  Montana^a  machinery  and  small  cabin  for  the  officers,  should  not 
exceed  24  inches  draught. 

The  draught  of  the  Montana  is  now  3  feet  3  inches,  which  is  too  much  for  effective 
work  on  the  upper  Mississippi  during  the  low  stages  of  the  river. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  age  of  the  Montana^  her  heavy  draught,  and  the  large 
amount  of  money  needed  annually  for  repairs,  it  would  in  my  opinion  be  expe<lient  to 
build  an  iron-hull  steamer  to  take  the  Moniana^s  place.  I  give  below  an  estimate  of 
funds  that  could  be  profitably  expended  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

BSTIMATB. 

For  permanent  improvements  by  building  dams  at  such  localities  as  may,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  engineer  in  charge,  prove  the  most  serious  obstacles 

to  navigation  at  the  time  the  work  is  initiated (75,000  00 

For  new  iron  steamer  to  take  the  place  of  the  Montana^  viz  : 
New  iron  hull,  including  iron  deck,  deck-frame,  boiler-deck,  stan- 
chions, and  engine-timbers $55,000  00 

Three  steel  boilers,  complete 5,000  00 

-Cabin,  sheet-iron  wheel-houses,  and  other  upper  work 5, 000  00 

Transferring  and  setting  up  machinery,  &c.,  in  boat 1, 500  00 

Total  for  iron  boat 66,500  00 

For  current  expenses  of  steamer  Montana  and  working  party  for  fiscal  year 
ending  Jnne  30,  1879 25,000  00 

Total 166.500  00 
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A  permaneot  and  tboroa^h  improvement  is  necessary  to  revive  the  freighting  busi- 
ness of  the  upper  river.  Steamboats  cannot  snccessfully  compete  with  the  railroads 
along  the  banks  during  the  low-water  season,  unless  measures  are  taken  to  perma- 
nently remove  obstructions  to  navigation,  the  vexations  delays  and  damage  con- 
sequent npon  which  deter  shippers  and  entail  great  expense  upon  steamboat-owners. 

Were  the  obstructions  removed  cheaper  freights  would  result,  and  to  the  benefit  of 
the  States  bordering  upon  and  people  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

STATISTICS  OP  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Lumber* 

The  most  important  business  interest  on  the  upper  Mississippi  Hiver  and  its  tribu- 
taries is  the  Inmber- trade.  The  greater  portion  of  the  lumber  comes  from  the  pineries 
of  Wisconsin,  and  is  floated  down  into  the  Mississippi  from  the  Saint  Croix,  Chippewa, 
Wisconsin,  and  Black  rivers.  A  large  amount  is  also  manufactured  at  Minneapolis 
and  the  mills  above,  coming  from  the  Mississippi  above  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony. 
In  former  years,  before  the  construction  of  so  many  bridges,  the  Inmber  was  floated 
independently  of  steamboats,  but  of  late  small  steamers  or  tow-boats  have  been  used 
to  overcome  the  difficulties  attending  the  passage  of  bridges,  and  at  present  nearly  all 
the  rafts  are  towed.    There  are  about  100  raft-boats  in  the  business. 

The  estimated  total  product  of  white  pine  floated  into  the  Mississippi  In  1876  is 
1,350,000,000  feet,  including  logs,  lumber,  shingles,  &c. 

The  amount  of  logs  run  into  the  Mississippi  from  the  Saint  Croix,  Chippewa,  and 
Black  rivers  in  1876  was  about  515,000,000  feet.  These  logs  went  to  supply  the  va- 
rious mills  on  the  river  from  Winona  to  Saint  Louis,  and  the  product  was  principally 
shipped  west^and  east  by  rail  from  the  various  points  of  manufacture,  a  large  amount, 
however,  going  to  Saint  Louis.  In  addition  to  the  above,  great  quantities  of  lumber 
were  manufactured  on  the  Saint  Croix,  Chippewa,  and  Black  rivers,  and  afterward 
floated  into  the  Mississippi,  and,  being  towed  in  that  river  for  greater  or  less  (distances, 
finally  shipped  by  rail  to  points  of  consumption. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amounts  of  lumber  and  shingles  manufactured  on  the 
upper  Mississippi  Biver  and  its  tributaries  in  1876  and  1875,  and  affords  a  complete 
estimate  of  the  lumber-trade.  Most  of  the  figures  were  obtained  from  the  Lumber- 
man's Gazette,  published  at  Bay  City,  Mich. 

Table  8homng  lumber  business  of  Upper  Mississippi  River  and  tributaries  for  1876  and  1875. 


NameB,  localitieB,  Sto. 


Lumber  oat 
in  1876. 


Lainb«r  oat 
in  1875. 


Shingles  ont 
inl876. 


Shinffleecat 
In  1875. 


Famham  &  Lovejoy,  O.  G.  Herriman  &>  Co.,  W. 
D.  Wash  bam,  MlDneapolis  Lumber  Com- 
pany,  and  26  other  flrmti  at  Minneapolis 

w.  A  J.  Fleming,  B.  Stauer,  and  6  other  tnaB 
between  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Dnbaqne, 
Iowa 

Dnbaqne  Lumber  Company,  lDf:ram,  Kenne- 
dy ec  Day,  and  3  other  firms  at  Duboqae, 
Iowa  

W.  J.  YouD^  &,  Co..  G.  Lamb  &  Sons,  Lamb, 
Byng  &.  Co.,  and  9  other  firms  at  Clinton, 
Lyons.and  Fnlton   

Wt^yerbaeuser  &  Denkman,  Renwiok,  Shaw  & 
Crassett^  Keator  Sc  Co.,  and  9  other  firms  at 
Rook  Island,  Davenport,  and  Moline 

Hersbey  Lumber  Company,  P.  M.  Mnsser  &  Co., 
S.&.'J  C.  Atlee,  Weston  &  Co.,  Tabor  &  Co., 
and  7  other  firms  below  Davenpqrt 

SchnlenberK,  Boeckler  &.  Co.,  Hersey,  Bean  & 
Brown,  Isaac  Staples,  Seymour,  Sabin  &  Co., 
and  8  other  firms  on  the  S«lnt  Croix 

Kuapp,  Stout  &  Co.,  Eau  Claire  Lumber  Com- 
pany, Union  Lumbering  Company,  Daniel 
Shaw  &.  Co.,  and  17  other  firms  on  the  Chip- 


pewa   

La  Crosse  Lumber  Company,  C.  S.  Coleman, 
John  Paul,  P.  S.  Davidson,  and  9  other  firms 
on  the  Black  River 


250,300,000 
26,050,000 
20, 400, 000 
123, 717, 000 
104,350,000 
91, 400, 000 
66,793,000 

255,866,999 
70,  ess,  747 


207, 169, 000 
25,000,000 
14,000,000 

123, 018. 000 
74,550,000 
87,375,000 
75,520,000 

264, 077, 000 
02,000,000 


95,315,000 
10,050,000 
10,050,000 
36,150,000 
26, 814, 000 
58,925,000 
30,195,000 

79,250,000 
27, 475, 000 


96,480,000 
8, 950, 000 
11,000,000 
49,820,000 
27,364,000 
63,235,000 
51,525,000 

72,500,000 
27,800,000 


Total  for  Mississippi  River  and  tributa- 
ries, (125  firms) 1, 


009,729,746       931,709,000       374,224,000     408,674,000 


The  total  sawing  capacity  of  the  millB  of  the  firms  above  mentioned  is  1,244,000,000 
feet  of  Inmber  per  season. 
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The  receipts  of  lumber  at  Saint  Lonis  in  1876  from  the  upper  Miroissippi  River  were: 

Feet 

White  pine 112,786,133 

White-pine  logs 8,156,250 

Pieoea. 

Shingles 59,981,000 

Lath ^    15,380,750 

Pickets 6,803,000 

Steamboats  and  freight. 

The  principal  steamboat-lines  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  above  Saint  Lonis,  are  the 
Keokuk  Northern  Line,  Capt.  W.  F.  Davidson,  president ;  and  the  Diamond  Joe  Liue, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  president.  Besides  these,  there  are  numerous  independent  boats 
carrying  freight  and  passsengers.  The  Keokuk  Northern  Line  carried  in  1876  118,501 
tons  of  freight  up  stream,  and  139^743  tons  down  stream  ;  total  amount,  258,244  tons. 
The  Diamond  Joe  Line  carried  93,676  tons  of  freight  and  6,824  passengers. 

The  total  amount  of  freight  carried  by  both  lines  and  the  independent  boats,  includ- 
ing coal,  ice,  &c.,  aggregates  about  586,896  tons. 

In  1876  the  arrivals  of  steamers  from  the  upper  Mississippi  at  Saint  Lonis  were  908, 
with  a  tonnage  of  376,820  tons. 

In  1866  the  arrivals  were  917,  with  a  tonnage  of  377,804  tons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  received  at  and  shipped 
from  Saint  Louis  by  the  upper  Mississippi  Kiver  for  6  years : 


1 

1     i87e. 

1875. 

1874. 

1873. 

18721 

1871. 

Received^ 

Shipped 

224,860  !     198,100 

93,360  1      96,225 

231,060 
95.800 

281. 175 
61,966 

242,584 
55,235 

236.887 
78,967 

Total  carried 

1     »IR  99fl 

294,325 

326, 860 

^3.U1 

297, 819 

315, 854 

Table  showing  the  aggregate  receipts  in  detail  at  Saint  Louis  from  the  Upper  Mississippi 

River  in  lh76. 


Articles. 


Apples 

Bacon  

Bagging 

Barley 

Do 

Beans  

Bran  and  ahip-atoff 

Butter 

Cordage  and  rope. . . 

Cattle 

Castor-beans 

Cement 

Cheese 

Coifee 

Cooperage 

Do.'.".'.".".'.'!!;.'.'. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Corn 

Do 

Com  meal 

Cranberries 

Dried  fralt 

Eifgs 

Flaxseed 

Flax  tow 

Fish :.. 

Flour  

Grease 

High  wines 

Hay 

Horses  and  mules  . . 

Hemp 

Hides 


Designation. 


Barrels 

Pounds 

Pieces  

Sacks 

Bushels 

Sacks  and  bushels 

Sacks 

Packages 

Coils 

Head 

Sacks 

Bairels 

Boxes 

Sacks 

Flour 

Pork 

Whisky 

Lard -tierces 

Lardkegs 

Meat-oasks 

Sacks 

Bushels 

Barrels 

Packages 

do 

...do 

Sacks 

Bales 

Packages 

Barrels 

...do 

...do 

Bales 

Head 

Bales 

Pounds 


Quantity.  | 

I 


45,572 

),  6  A  502 

54  I 

145, 122 

38,669 

87 

3,185 

3,945  I 

^^  I 
11,  406 

1 

70 

1,881 

53 

2,242 

8,622 

319  , 

17,  576  I 

26  I 

5,3«  ' 

112.532  I 

24,000  , 

4,  976  I 

1,248  , 

4:^6 

8,795 

872 

63 

2,288  I 

51,040  ' 

595  i 

908  I 

72,108  I 

3,897  I 

166  I 

403,501  ^ 


Articles. 


Designation. 


I 


Quantity. 


Hog* 

Hops 

Iron  and  steel . . 

Do 

Lartl 

Leather 

Malt 

M'd'se  and  sundries 

Do 

Molasses 

Oats 

Do 

Oils 

Onions 

Pig-iron , 

Pel  tries— furs 

Pork , 

Do 

Potatoes 

Rye 

Rice 

Seds 

Sheep 

Staves 

Sugar 

Tallow , 

Do 

Tar  and  pitch 

Tobacco 

Do 

Tea 

Wheat 

Do 

Wines  and  liquors 

Do 

Wools 


Head 

Bales 

Bundles  and  pieoes 

Tons 

Pounds 

Rolls 

Sacks 

Packages 

Cars 

Barrels 

Sacks 

Bushels 

Barrels 

Sacks  and  barrels 

Tons 

Packages 

Barrels 

Pounds  

Sacks  and  barrels 

Sacks 

Packages 

Sacks  and  barrels 

Head 

Thousands 

Barrels 

Tierces  and  barrels 

Packages 

Barrels 

Hogsheads 

Packages 

Chesta 

Sacks 

Bushels 

Barrels 

Boxes  and  cases 
Pounds 


34,904 

44 

3,077 

505 

365, 210 

1,286 

1,705 

168,682 

9 

38 

272.169 

24.000 

2,377 

20,190 

10 

.^637 

13,  710 

584,870 

4.1.  455 

9,214 

15 

10,  619 

10,337 

12 

35 

1,555 

55 

249 

2,209 

33,033 

15 

253.173 

9,000 

948 

750 

245^228 
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The  foUowiDg  table  affords  a  comparative  view  of  the  relative  amount  of  navijiiration 
at  varioas  localities  on  the  Upper  Mississippi,  collated  from  the  "  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Enj^ineers  on  Security  of  the  Navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River/'  dated  January 
31,  1877. 

Staiemmt  ofsteamersy  barges^  and  raftapasntig  various  bridges. 


Locality  of  bridgo. 

Steamboats. 

Barges. 

1875.]  1876. 

Kafts. 

Remarks. 

1875. 

1876. 

1875. 

1,136 
930 
618 

1876. 
"687 

Dubuque 

2,771 
2.471 
1,830 
1,347 

'*i,'976' 
1,590 
2,320 
1,863 

*1,  111 

776 
600 
630 
704 

"447' 
412 

944 

6.W 

739 

*472 

Cliutou     

RtKjk  Inland 

Keokulc 

No  record  of  rafts. 

Uuincy 

"168* 
109 

283 
363 
*106 

Hanniual  

1,370 
l,<i96 

Louisiana 

*1876,  record  only  from  January 
1  to  September  1. 

CUSTOMS-RBYBNUE  AND  TONNAQB. 

That  portion  of  the  Mississippi  between  Saint  Paul  and  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois 
River  lies  partly  in  the  customs-district  of  Minnesota  and  partly  in  the  customs-district 
of  New  OrleauH. 

Surveyors  of  customs  are  located  at  Burlington  and  Dubuque,  Iowa ;  Galena,  HI. ; 
Saint  Paul,  Minn. ;  and  La  Crosse,  Wis. 

I  include  In  the  following  statement  the  port  of  Saint  Louis,  where  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  Upper  Mississippi  boats  are  registered. 

Customs-revenue  and  tonnage  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  Upper  Mississippi 

River, 


Port 


Collections. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo... 
Burlington,  Iowa. 
Dubuque,  Iowa  .. 
LaCrosae,  Wis  ... 

Galena  111 

Saint  Paul,  Minn. 


Total. 


|1, 568, 759  31 
214  75 
1, 137  35 
2, 151  19 
6,349  14 
8,  676  73 


Tonnage 
enrolled. 


24,000 
454 
3,307 
3,298 
8,188 
4,2:M 


A  481 


Remarks. 


8  vessels. 
36  vessels. 
34  vessels. 


INllSKNAL  RBVBNUB. 

There  are  ten  internal-revenue  districts  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  River  between 
Saint  Paul  and  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois.  Each  of  these  district-s  is  composed  of  a 
large  number  of  counties,  the  greater  portion  of  which  do  not  touch  the  river,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  business  receipts  and  revenue  to  the  Government  come  from  the  sections 
bordering  upon  the  river,  and  tributary  to  it<s  navigation  and  commerce. 

I  give  below  a  table  showing  the  designation  of  the  districts  touching  the  river  be- 
tween the  points  above  named,  the  residence  of  the  collector,  and  the  amount  of  collec- 
tions for  the  fii«cal  year  ending  June  30,  1K76. 


District. 

Residence  of  col- 
lector. 

Amount    col- 
lected year 
endineJune 
30, 1876. 

Ist  Minnesota 

Rochester 

Saint  Paul 

Madison        ..  .. 

$87,  444  34 

21  Minnesota 

161,331  94 

2i  Wisconsin              .                .                 .                  

15.\278  72 

6tb  Wisoonsin 

2d  Iowa - 

Sparta 

Davenport 

Dubuque 

Burlington 

Mount  Carroll .... 
Quinoy 

91, 302  bO 
181,898  45 

3(i  Iowa 

32(),  753  86 

4th  Iowa 

314,554  51 

3d  Illinois - 

1,299,832  96 

1,469..')04  47 

374, 375  45 

4th  Illinois 

> 

4th  Missouri      , 

Louisiana 

Affflrremte 

4,456.979  40 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  S,  A, 


C.  W.  Durham, 
Assistant  Engineer, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


534  BEPOET   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

report  of  mr.  m.  mbigr,  united  states  ciyil.  engineer. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

i2ocfc  Island,  III.,  June  30,  187^. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  on  the  works  of  improve- 
ment of  the  Upper  Mississippi  River. 

I.—REPORT  ON  improvement  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER, 

Assistant  Engineer  C.  W.  Durham's  report  contains  the  operations  of  the  ^'Montana  " 
to  June  S,  1877,  sol  shall  not  need  to  refer  to  her  movements  prior  to  that  time.  During 
the  winter  the  Montana  lay  on  the  wa^ts  at  Kahlke  &,  Brothers'  ship-yard  at  Rock 
Island,  111. 

Under  Mr.  C.  W.  Durham's  efficient  and  economical  management  and  personal  super- 
vision the  Montana  was  overhauled  in  the  early  summer  of  1877,  and  such  repairs  made 
as  were  imperatively  demanded.  Her  hog-chains  were  tightened  and  the  whole  boat 
straightened  up,  new  timbers  to  replace  broken  and  rotten  ones  were  puj;.  in,  and  sun- 
dry necessary  repairs  made,  so  that  she  is  now  in  a  sufficiently  seaworthy  condition  to 
last  the  rest  of  this  season. 

Much  of  the  upper  work  of  the  Montana  is  very  rotten — so  much  so  that  in  high 
winds  it  is  in  danger  of  being  demolished.  During  a  gale  last  winter  part  of  the  texas- 
deck  was  raised  up  some  6  inches,  stanchions  drawn  out,  and  a  very  near  approach 
made  to  tearing  off  part  of  the  forward  end  of  the  cabin. 

The  design  of  the  Montana,  built  some  thirteen  years  ago  for  a  river  packet-boat,  is 
unsuitable  for  that  of  a  dredge  and  snag  boat.  The  macbmery,  though  good,  is  expen- 
sive for  fuel,  and  the  remodeling  of  the  whole  steamer  is  demanded.  I,  therefore, 
heartily  indorse  Mr.  C.  W.  Durham's  report  on  the  same  subject,  and  approve  of  his 
estimate  for  rebuilding  the  sttaraer,  which  I  recapitulate  below. 

On  June  15  the  Montana  took  her  crew  on  board  and  raised  steam  for  the  first  time 
this  season. 

June  16  to  19  the  Montana  made  a  cruise  down  the  Mississippi  River  to  Fort  Madi- 
son, Iowa,  pulling  all  the  dangerous  snags  found,  felling  leaning  trees,  and  cleaning 
up  the  shores  generally. 

At  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  the  Montana  took  Capt.  B.  R.  Wallace,  United  States  Navy, 
inspector  fifteenth  light-house  district,  and  party  on  board,  in  order  to  assist  them  in 
distributing  light-house  supplies  and  locate  new  lights  to  assist  in  the  difficult  navi- 
gation of  the  river.  The  steamer  Alice,  belonging  to  the  Light-House  Deparbment, 
being  unable  to  cross  the  Keokuk  rapids,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  thus  offer  assistance 
in  locating  these  lights.  In  addition  to  assisting  me  in  inspecting  the  sites  of  the  pro- 
posed works  at  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington  Harbors,  the  Montana  did  much  other 
service  on  this  cruise,  and  several  lights  were  placed  by  Captain  Wallace  below  Rock 
Island. 

June  20  the  Montana  left  Rock  Island  for  a  cruise  up  the  river,  reaching  Saint  Paul 
June  29.  On  the  way  thither  she  removed  many  dangerous  snags  and  leaning  trees, 
and  assisted  in  placing  bome  40  lights  for  the  light-house  service. 

SUMMARY  OP  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  MONTANA  JUNE  16-30,  1877. 

Snags  extracted 10 

Leaning  trees  pulled  back 24 

Large  leaning  trees  cut 251 

Small  leaning  trees  cut 1,743 

Lights  located 40 

Soundings  made 893 

Miles  run 722 

ESTIMATE. 

For  rebuilding  the  Montana  with  new  iron  hull  and  steel  boilers |66,500 

For  current  expenses  of  the  Montana  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .     25, 000 
For  removal  of  obstacles  to  navigation   and  makiug  permanent  improve- 
ments       75,000 

Total  that  can  be  profitably  expended  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879 166,500 

II.— REPORT  ON  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  HARBOR  OF  FORT  MADISON,  IOWA. 

The  original  surveys  and  project  for  this  work  were  made  under  your  direction  by 
Assistant  Engineer  0.  W.  Durham,  (see  Appendix  T,  Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1876,) 
and  the  cost  of  riprap  and  brush  dams  was  estimated  at  (30,186.87. 
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An  ezaminatipn  was  made  Jane  17  and  18^  1877,  with  the  assistanoe  of  the  Montana's 
boats  and  orew,  of  the  bars  opposite  Fort  Madison,  and  I  find  that  there  have  been 
some  changes  in  their  position  since  the  date  of  last  snrvej,  (1875.)  The  bars  have 
moved  somewhat  lower  down  stream,  bat  the  same  obstrnotions  exist  as  formerly,  and 
it  seems  as  if  more  water  were  being  drawn  oflTby  way  of  the  Niota  Chate,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  close  partially. 

At  low-water  the  same  difficult  crossing  exist  at  the  lower  part  of  the  town  and 
below  Fort  Madison,  and  it  is  hoped  the  diversion  of  two-fifths  more  water  into  the 
main  stream  may  have  a  very  beneficial  effect  on  these  crossings. 

The  bids  for  famishins  stone  for  the  riprap  dam  for  this  improvement  were  opened 
June  29,  and  the  bid  of  Mr.  Abraham  M.  Hutchinson,  of  Keokak,  Iowa,  was  found  to 
be  the  lowest,  at  82  cents  per  cubic  yard,  delivered  within  1  mile  of  the  site  of  pro- 
posed dam  on  the  Illinois  shore  of  the  Mississippi  River.    I  submit  the  following 

ESTIMATB. 

Original  estimate 130,186  87 

Appropriated  by  river  and  harbor  act,  August  14, 1876 1 0, 000  00 

Amount  needed  to  complete  the  work 20,186  87 

UI.^IMPROVEMENT  OF  RUSH  CHUTB  AND  THE  HARBOR  OF  BURLINGTON,  IOWA. 

The  oiiginal  surveys  and  plans  for  this  work  were  made  i;inder  your  direction  by 
Assistant  £ngineer  C.  W.  Durham  in  August,  1875. 

An  examination  of  the  Rush  Chute  mf^e  by  me  Jane  16, 1877,  shows  that  the  bar  at 
the  head  of  the  chute  has  moved  down  some  200  feet  during  the  last  two  years  and  now 
lies  almost  across  the  head  of  the  chute,  making  navigation  extremely  difficult  for 
rafts  and  steamers. 

It  would  be  a  serious  calamity  to  have  the  channel  leave  this  chute,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work  for  its  protection  is  very  apparent. 

The  appropriated  amount  of  $10,000  will  enable  us  to  begin  the  improvement ;  but 
to  make  it  permanent  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 

ESTIMATE. 

Original  estimate  for  improvement  of  Rash  Chute  and  harbor  of  Burling- 
ton, Iowa  13.5,221  70 

Amount  appropriated  August  14, 1876 10,000  00 

Balance  needed  to  complete  the  improvement,  and  which  can  be  profitably 
expended  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  :)0, 1679 25,221  70 

rV.— REMOVAL  OF  A  BAR  IN  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER,  OPPOSITE  DUBUQUE,  IOWA. 

The  original  project  for  this  work  was  also  made  by  Assistant  Engineer  C.  W.  Dur- 
ham. (See  page  696,  part  I,  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  where  the 
reasons  for  the  improvement  are  sufficiently  set  forth.)  Owing  to  local  circnmstances, 
the  erection  of  a  saw-mill  on  one  of  the  cut-offs,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropria- 
tion made  August  14,  1876, 1  prepared  a  new  project  June  13, 1877,  and  submitted  it  to 
you.  This  project  contemplates  the  removal  of  the  sand-bar  by  dredging,  in  so  far  as 
the  sum  appropriated  will  allow,  as  this  will  give  immediate  relief  to  the  navigation, 
now  much  cramped  for  space. 

This  project  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  June  20,  1877.  The  bids  for 
this  work  will  be  opened  at  the  latter  end  of  July,  1877. 

ESTIMATE. 

44,584  cubic  yards  dredging,  at  25  cents )11,146  00 

Cost  of  survey « 1,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies 2,854  00 

Total 15,000  00 

To  complete  this  improvement  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  this  bar,  I  would  sug- 
gest the  construction  of  about  1,000  feet  of  training-wall,  averaging,  say,  11  feet  in 
height  and  35  feet  base,  from  the  npper  point  at  New  Barney  Cat  downward  toward  the 
railroad  bridge,  thus  directing  the  current  from  New  Barney  Cut  parallel  with  the 
main  stream  and  preventing  the  formation  of  an  eddy  and  the  deposit  of  sand. 

For  this  work  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
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E6TIMATR. 

20,000  onbic  yards  loose  rock,  Jit  $1  per  cnbic  yard $20,000  00 

Brush-work 3,000  00 

EngiDeering,  contiDgencieSi  &c :.'. 2,:i00  00 

Total 25,300  00 

v.— IMPROVEMENT    OF    THE    MISSISSIPPI    RIVER    BETWEEN  KEOKUK,  IOWA,  AND  THE 
MOUTH  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  RIVER. 

Tbe  Mississippi  River  below  Keoknk  as  far  as  Altoo,  111.,  embraces  maoy  difficult 
shoals  and  crossiogs,  which  will  become  of  the  more  importance  now  that  the  great 
canal  at  Keokuk  is  so  near  completion,  and  boats  of  all  kinds,  being  no  longer  stopped 
by  the  Keoknk  rapids,  will  be  seeking  employment  on  the  upper  river.  The  Light-House 
Department  has  organized  and  in  working  order  an  admirable  system  of  lights,  but  to 
stimulate  the  steamboat  trade  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  a  comprehensive  system  of 
improvements  is  needed,  and  before  executing  these,  surveys  are  needed. 

With  the  surveys  made  under  your  direction,  (1674  and  1875,)  under  the  call  for  sur- 
veys of  transportation -routes  to  the  seaboard,  we  have  a  very  good  knowledge  of  tbe 
present  state  of  the  river  from  Keokuk  to  Saint  Paul.  The  great  improvements  at 
Kock  Island,  also,  and  at  Keokuk,  have  had  most  aflmirable  surveys  made  of  them, 
but  below  Keoknk  there  is  a  blank,  and  to  fill  this  blank  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  estimate: 

For  building  1  quarter-boat  and  outfit  complete $3,000  00 

Five  months^  hire  of  a  small  tow-boat,  at  $25  per  day 3, 750  00 

Expenses  of  surveying-party,  5  months,  at  $1,500../. 7,5<'0  00 

Draughting,  office  expenses,  &c 3,000  00 

Total 17.250  00 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Meigs, 
United  States  Civil  Engineer. 
Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers f  U.  S.  A. 


P   2, 

IMPROVING  DES  MOINES  RAPIDS,  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  work  for  the  present  fiscal  year  was  commenced  nuder  an  allot- 
ment of  $115,000  from  the  appropriation  of  $230,000  of  August  14, 
1876. 

Operations  were  resumed  September  13,  and  continued  without  special 
interruption  until  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  The  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation, $115,000,  became  available  April  11,  1877. 

The  work  has  been  entirely  confined  to  the  canal  i>roper,  which  is  con- 
fidently expected  to  be  available  for  the  purpose  of  navigation  by  Sep- 
tember 1,  1877. 

The  locks  are  all  completed,  with  the  exception  of  some  little  grading 
and  macadamizing  3'et  to  be  done. 

The  machinery  for  operating  the  lock-gates  at  the  middle  lock  is 
entirely  completed,  and  is  in  good  working  order.  The  machinery  for 
the  lower  lock  will  be  completed  in  a  short  time,  and  that  for  the  guard- 
lock  is  well  advanced.  ^Substantial  stone  engine-houses  and  towers 
inclose  the  machinery  at  the  locks. 

The  prism  and  embankment  of  the  canal  will  be  in  condition  to  receive 
the  water  by  the  latter  part  of  August  or  1st  of  September. 

Nothing  was  done  upon  the  excavation  of  the  channel  above  the  canal 
between  Nashville  and  Montrose.    It  is  proposed  to  purchase  a  dredge 
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and  remove  the  rock  already  excavated  by  chisels  as  soon  as  a  dredge 
can  be  procared. 

The  orifirinHl  entimat^  for  this  work  (report  of  Board  of  Engineers,  dated 

Jnly  20, 1867)  was $2,530,000  00 

Total  amoant  appropriated  to  date  is 4,281,000  00 

Under  date  of  December  2,  1871,  a  Board  of  Engineers  convened  at 
Keokuk,  Iowa,  constituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  8,  Headquarters  Corps 
ot  Engineers,  dated  Washington,  D.  C,  October  27,  1871,  and  in  their 
report,  published  in  Chief  ot  Engineer's  Report  for  1872,  gives  details 
showing  various  reasons  why  the  cost  was  very  materially  increased  up 
to  that  date. 

For  the  past  four  years  the  work  has  been  mostly  done  by  hired  labor 
and  the  purchase  of  material  in  open  market.  This  work  has  in  almost 
all  cases  been  completed  within  the  estimates.  Unfortunately,  however, 
during  the  past  two  summers,  and  also  the  present  up  to  this  time,  we 
have  had  a  succession  of  violent  storms,  again  and  again  flooding  the 
entire  work  and  greatly  delaying  and  adding  materially  to  its  cost. 
Insufficient  appropriations  have  also  added  greatly  to  the  cost  on 
account  of  damage  to  unfinished  work. 

Jifoney  statement 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Au^nst  14, 1876 (230  ,  OCOOO 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  expended  dnriug  fiscal  year $106,830  97 

July  1, 1877,  ontstanding  liabilities 17,518  73 

124,349  70 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 105,650  30 

Amonnt  ( estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 95, 000  00 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  maintenance  of  the  work  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30, 1879,  will  require 40,000  00 

Amount  thatcan  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .  135, 000  00 


kkport  of  captain  amos  8tickney,  corps  of  engineers. 

United  Statks  Engineer  Office, 

.    Keokuk,  Iowa,  June  30,  1877. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  following  report  of  operations  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1877. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1876,  there  were  no  funds  on  hand  for  the  prosecation  of  this 
work,  as  the  appropriation  of  the  previous  year  had  been  exhaasted. 

The  amonnt  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  was  $230,000, 
but  this  did  not  become  immediately  available.  On  the  15th  of  September,  the  sum 
of  $115,000  was  allotted  to  this  improvement,  and  work  was  resumed.  The  remain- 
ins:  $115,000  was  made  available  on  April  11,  1877. 

The  original  project  snbmitted  for  the  expenditnre  of  this  appropriation  was  to  com- 
plete the  work  as  far  as  posKible,  and  iucladed  the  following  items,  viz:  Finishing 
construction  of  gnard-lock;  finishing;  lock  and  si  nice- machinery,  engine-houses,  &C. ; 
finishing  lock-gates ;  building  face  of  riprap  wall  on  canal  embankment ;  finishing rock- 
excavai  ion  in  channel  between  Montrose  and  Nashville ;  removing  cross-banks,  &c. 

Owing  to  tbe  manner  in  which  the  appropriation  was  made  available,  it  was  decided 
to  limit  the  work  to  sach  port-ions  of  the  canal  as  were  necessary  to  get  it  ready  for 
use  as  soon  as  possible,  leaving  the  rock-excavation  in  the  channel  ^bove  the  canal 
until  the  last. 

Tbe  canal,  with  locks,  lock-machinery,  &.e.,  is  now  so  far  advanced,  that  I  oonfi- 
demly  look  forward  to  the  passage  of  boats  some  time  in  August  or  September,  and  the 
improvements  already  made  in  the  channel  above  the  canal  are  such  as  will,  I  think, 
allow  boats  to  pass,  if  they  are  carefully  handled. 

No  appropriation  was  made  by  Congress  for  the  maintenance  of  this- work  daring  the 
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coming  year,  and,  aa  the  oanal  will  probably  be  ready  for  navigation  daring  the  fall 
months,  when  it  is  most  needed,  I  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  to  divert  a  portion  of 
the  constrnction-fands  to  that  use. 

The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  work  on  the  Tariona  parts  of  the  im- 
provement, all  of  which  has  been  done  by  hired  labor. 

SBCTION-WORK. 

On  September  18  a  small  force  was  placed  at  work  to  repair  the  silt-dam  at  the 
mouth  of  Price's  Creek,  after  which  it  was  transferred  to  finishing  the  prism  by  the 
excavation  of  a  small  quantity  of  rock  and  some  deposits  from  creeks  that  were  above 
grade  and  located  just  below  middle  lock. 

This  work  was  continued  until  the  23d  of  December,  when,  on  account  of  high- 
water  and  very  cold  weather,  it  had  to  be  abaodoned.  The  rock-excavation,  about 
400  yards,  was  finished,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  deposit  from  the  creeks  was  re- 
moved. Daring  the  year  other  deposits  have  formed,  and  a  small  force  has  been 
engaged  removing  the  same,  although  considerably  delayed  by  high- water  and  the 
severe  rains  of  this  season. 

On  account  of  the  limited  amount  of  funds  on  hand,  the  bailding  of  the  riprap  wall 
was  suspended,  and  so  remained  until  the  reserve  of  the  appropriation  of  August  14, 
1876,  became  available,  when  active  operations  were  resumed. 

Wall-layers  were  started  at  every  portion  of  the  work  where  it  was  found  practicable. 

Stone  was  purchased  and  delivered  at  all  available  points,  and  the  work  pushed  as 
rapidly  as  possible.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  days'  delay,  caused  by  severe  storms, 
the  work  has  progressed  unreniittiagly,  with  fair  results,  about  3,000  yards  of  wall 
having  been  laid  and  some  4,000  yards  of  stone  purchased,  a  portion  of  which  has  noD 
been  placed  yet. 

The  following  is  the  present  status  of  the  section-work : 

The  upper  level,  from  the  guard  lock  to  the  middle  lock,  (with  the  exception  of  600 
feet  opposite  Price's  Creek,  and  a  little  above,  where  the  wall  is  only  4  feet  above 
grade,)  is  in  condition  to  receive  the  water  now,  and  daring  the  early  part  of  the  next 
fiscal  year  the  lower  level  will  also  be  ready. 

Although  the  riprap  protection-wall  on  the  embankment  aa  well  as  upon  the  shore- 
side  is  not  completed,  still  it  will  soon  be  built  to  the  8-foot  or  high-water  line,  high 
enough  to  allow  the  oanal  to  be  used  far  navigation,  and  the  balance  can  be  finished 
more  cheaply  hereafter. 

All  of  the  regular  excavation  from  the  prism  has  been  done,  but  there  still  remain 
two  cross-banks  and  some  bars,  made  by  the  deposit  from  creeks,  to  be  removed  before 
the  water  can  enter. 

The  silt-dams  at  the  mouths  of  the  principal  creeks  emptying  into  the  oanal  were 
partly  washed  out  by  a  sudden  storm,  April  30,  1877,  and  numerous  bars  have  been 
formed  in  the  prism  by  washings  from  the  adjacent  bluifs,  which  would  not  have  oc- 
curred had  water  been  in  the  canal,  and  this  material  muse  be  removed,  or  a  large 
portion  of  it,  before  the  improvement  can  be  used  for  the  purpose  intended. 

CHANN£I^EXGAVATIOK. 

Very  little  has  been  done  under  this  head  during  the  last  year.  A  portion  of  the 
Montrose  coffer-dam  was  removed  by  the  Keokuk  Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  for 
their  own  convenience  and  at  their  own  expense,  and  Government  employes  removed 
the  balance  at  both  ends  of,  not  only  the  Montrose,  bat  also  the  Nashville  coffer-dam 
No.  2,  enabling  boats  to  use  the  channels  as  improved,  over  the  upper  chain  and  at  the 
approach  to  the  guard-lock.  The  chisel-boats  and  drodges  were  not  used  daring  the 
past  year. 

GUARD-LOOK. 

On  September  13, 1876,  a  force  was  placed  at  work  to  complete  the  guard-lock.  There 
yet  remained  to  be  done  the  completion  of  the  vertical  wall  connecting  the  lock- wall 
with  the  filling-culverts,  and  the  lower  wing-wall  to  filling-culverts  and  slope-wal 
connecting  with  the  riprap  wall  on  the  canal-embankment  on  the  river-side  ;  and  the 
vertical  and  slope  wall  connecting  the  lock- walls  with  the  shore-line  of  the  canal,  and 
completing  the  grading  of  the  canal-embankment  from  the  pier-head  to  the  fiUing-oul- 
yerts.    This  was  all  done  by  December  15,  1876. 

Since  the  retained  balance  of  the  appropriation  became  available,  work  was  com- 
menced on  the  Excavation  of  the  earth  and  roclc  in  the  prism  of  the  canal  in  the  guard- 
lock  section,  immediately  below  the  lock,  which  was  finished  Jane  28,  and  now  all 
the  guard-lock  is  completed  with  the  exception  of  a  small  amount  of  slope-wall  to 
complete  the  lower  inside  connections  with  the  shore-line  of  the  oanal,  the  shore  and 
riprap  walls  connecting  with  the  dike  on  the  upper  end,  the  grading  and  finishing  the 
groouds  about  the  guard-lock,  all  of  which  is  not  now  necessary  to  operate  the  canal, 
and  can  be  done  at  any  convenient  season  of  the  year  or  await  a  fatare  appropriation. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX   P.  539 

ENOINB- HOUSES. 

In  coDoectton  with  the  completion  of  the  gaard-]ock,  there  was  employed  a  force  oi 
stone-cutters,  with  the  necessary  laborers  to  assist  them,  who  were  enga);ed  at  cnttiug 
stone  for  building  the  lower-look  engine-house.  After  the  stone  was  dressed  it  was 
transported  by  railroad  to  the  lower  lock,  where  the  masons  were  erecting  the  bailding. 

This  engine-house  corresponds  precisely  with  the  plan  of  that  erected  at  the  middle 
lock  in  1875.  These  buildings  are  put  up  in  the  most  durable  and  substantial  manner, 
the  stone  all  specially  selected  from  the  magnesian-limestone  quarry  at  Sonera,  111., 
and  all  carefully  and  neatly  dressed,  and  laid  in  hydraulic-cement  morter.  The  par- 
titions and  flue  above  the  foundation  are  of  the  best  quality  of  hard  brick,  manufact- 
ured at  Quinoy,  111. 

The  foundations  of  the  building  and  the  engine  and  boiler  bed  rest  ni)on  the  solid 
rook.  These  buildings  are  made  to  contain  the  machinery  that  is  used  in  operating 
the  lock-gates.  Two  of  these  buildings  are  now  completed,  and  the  one  for  guard- 
lock  not  begun. 

LOCK-O^TRS. 

The  construction  of  the  look-gates  has  received  the  most  particular  attention.  The 
necessary  labor  was  employed,  and  the  work  begun  soon  after  the  funds  became 
avilable. 

First,  at  the  middle  lock.  The  completion  of  the  middle-lock  gates  only  required 
the  putting  in  of  the  suspension  rods  in  the  two  upper  gates,  some  of  the  wicket 
jambs,  and  the  decking.  The  gates  are  decked  with  white-oak  plank,  3  inches  thick 
by  12  inches  wide,  closaly  matched  together ;  the  edge  of  each  plank  is  grooved  to  re- 
ceive a  1-inch  by  a  finch  tongue  in  each  joint  in  the  decking,  made  of  perfectly  dry 
pine,  and  wherever  there  was  any  possibility  of  leaking,  it  has  been  well  calked  with 
oakum. 

On  the  upper  gates  at  the  middle  and  lower  locks  the  decking  is  placed  on  the  upper 
side  of  the  two  lower  arch  timbers,  and  above  them  it  is  placed  on  the  upper  side  of 
the  straight  timbers. 

The  decking  is  placed  in  like  manner  on  all  the  gates,  only  on  the  lower  gate  at  the 
lower  lock  the  change  from  the  arch  to  the  straight  timber  is  made  on  the  fifth  timber 
from  the  top,  and  on  the  lower  gates  at  the  middle  lock  and  all  the  gat-es  at  the 
guard-lock  it  is  made  on  the  fourth  timber  from  the  top.  This  transfer  is  made  to  add 
additional  water-weight  to  the  gates  to  prevent  the  upward  pressure  on  the  bottom  of 
the  gates  from  lifting  them  when  a  full  head  of  water  is  on  the  upper  side. 

As  soon  as  an  engine  and  pump  could  be  got  ready,  the  lower  Iock  was  pumped  out, 
and  work  was  resumed  on  the  gates.  The  water  was  all  out  by  October  5,  when  the 
lock  was  found  to  contain  about  3  feet  of  soft  mud,  which  was  the  cause  of  consider- 
able annoyance. 

The  work  on  the  gates  was  stopped  firom  December  15  to  Jannary  12,  and  from  Feb- 
ruary 15  to  the  22d,  on  account  of  the  lock-chamber  being  flooded  by  overflows  of  the 
guard- bank,  caused  by  ice-gorges  in  the  river  below. 

We  were  finally  able  to  complete  all  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  below  ordinary 
water-line  before  the  spring  nse  of  the  river,  and  the  work  then  proceeded  without 
interruption. 

The  wood- work  on  the  middle  and  lower  lock-gates  has  received  three  coats  of  paint, 
and  all  the  wrought  and  cast  iron  two  coats  of  mineral  paint. 

The  gates  of  the  middle  and  lower  locks  were  completed  by  March  20,  and  the  force 
transferred  to  the  guard-lock  to  construct  those  gates.  The  material  was  already 
delivered,  the  most  of  it  having  been  procured  during  the  previous  year,  but  for  want 
of  means  we  were  not  able  to  properly  care  for  the  timber,  and  it  had  seasoned  quite 
hard,  aud  was  badly  out  of  snape,  which  made  it  a  difficult  matter  to  work  it,  and 
greatly  increased  the  labor  of  dressing  and  preparing.  Very  fair  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  construction  of  these  gates. 

The  upper  ones  are  completed.  The  two  lower  ones  are  built  and  suspended,  and 
one  of  them  about  half  decked,  and  the  wickets  are  in  the  same.  All  of  the  painting 
yet  remains  to  be  done. 

I  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  them  completed  at  the  end  of  this  year,  but  the 
work  was  attended  with  an  extra  amount  of  labor,^  and  there  was  some  delay  in  receiv- 
ing the  oak  timber  necessary  to  complete  them.  This  is  now  all  on  hand,  and  these 
gates  will  soon  bo  finished. 

The  stems  aud  levers  for  operating  the  wickets  in  all  of  the  gates,  except  the  two 
lower  gates  of  the  lower  lock,  are  yet  to  be  put  on. 

LOCK-MACHINERY,  ETC. 

On  September  12  Messrs.  Sample,  McElroy  &  Co.  were  directed  to  resume  the  oon- 
fitrnction  of  castings  and  the  necessary  fitting  up  of  same. 
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On  September  13  a  foreman  and  ffan^  of  laborers  commenced  the  work  of  cleaning; 
and  painting  the  machinery  which  had  been  erected  at  the  middle  lock.  A  /g^reat  deal 
of  work  was  required  tQ  remove  rust  and  thoroughly  oil  the  pulleys,  guide  and  piston 
rods,  and  other  parts  of  the  machinery  which  had  been  partially  exposed  to  the 
weather  during  a  period  of  nearly  six  months. 

It  was  also  found  that  a  mass  of  drift-wood  had  collected  and  matted  together  la 
front  of  the  sluice-openings  in  such  a  way  as  to  greatly  obstruct  the  flow  of  water 
through  the  sluice,  which  caused  an  overflow  of  the  upper  level  that  deposited  logs 
and  drift-wood  in  the  upper  recess  and  about  the  culverts  and  gates.  All  this  drift-wood 
was  removed  from  the  sluice,  the  cross-banks  at  upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  lock 
repaired  and  raised,  and  a  pumping-eogine  having  been  placed  in  position,  the  pump- 
ing out  of  the  lock  was  commenced  September  23. 

The  upper  east-side  cylinders,  which  had  been  only  partially  set,  were  taken  up  and 
carefully  reset;  the  excavation  for  upper  west-side  cylinders  was  completed,  and  the 
inclosing  stone  walls  for  both  sides  built  up  as  rapidly  as  possible,  in  order  to  flnish  all 
stone-laying  before  the  inclement  weather  of  winter  should  cause  a  cessation  of  work. 

The  upper  west-side  cylinders  were  set  and  pipe-connections  made  with  the  distrib- 
uting-valve in  engine-house. 

The  cut-stone  bases  which  support  the  machinery  above  the  coping  were  built,  and 
the  iron  beams  and  covering-plates  set,  and  securely  anchored  down  by  heavy  wrought- 
iron  straps  bolted  to  the  lower  courses  of  lock  wall.  All  the  pulleys  were  placed  in 
position  and  bolted,  and  the  connections  for  chain-cables  and  wire-rope  completed ;  all 
the  pulleys  on  the  lock-gates  were  adjusted,  and  the  guiding-blocks  which  keep  in 
position  the  chain-cables  used  in  opening  the  gates  at  lower  recess  were  adjusted  care- 
fully and  tirmly  bolted  down  to*  the  solid  bed-rock,  being  also  backed  up  by  stone. 
After  careful  experiment,  it  was  deemed  best  to  substitute  cylinders  16  inches  diameter 
for  the  9-inch  cylinders  at  first  designed  to  operate  the  lower  gates.  This  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and,  although  a  tedious  job,  requiring  great  care  and  close  work  in  a  con- 
tracted space,  the  change  was  satisfactorily  accomplished,  and  the  9- inch  cylinders 
taken  out  were  removed  to  the  lower  lock,  where  they  were  afterward  used  for  the 
upper  gates.  Covering- plates  and  anchor-straps,  which  were  at  first  omitted,  have  been 
placed  over  the  stone  bases  at  lower  recesses. 

At  the  upper  recesses  cast-iron  guidinp^-cirdes,  supported  by  columns  which  are 
bolted  to  the  solid  bed-rock,  keep  in  position  the  chain-cables  which  open  and  shut 
the  lock-gates. 

These  guiding-circles  are  made  in  segments,  which  are  accurately  fitted  together,  so 
that  they  receive  the  same  character  of  strain  as  that  placed  upon  a  perfect  arch  ;  the 
end  segments  are  bolted  respectively  to  the  miter-sill  and  recess-wall  to  prevent  dis- 
placement. By  this  method  of  taking  the  pull,  great  strength  and  lightm^ss  are  com- 
bined, and  an  uninterrupted  flow  of  water  to  the  culvert-gates  is  insured.  The  iron 
columns  and  top  plate  to  secure  guide-rods,  and  the  inclines  on  which  the  movable 
sheaves  roll,  have  all  been  placed  in  position,  both  at  upper  and  lower  recesses. 

One  iron  tower  for  inclosing  the  machinery,  which  is  supported  by  the  stone  bases, 
has  been  constructed,  but  it  was  deemed  best  to  substitute  wood  for  iron  on  account 
of  the  great  saving  thereby  effected,  both  in  cost  of  material  and  labor  of  construction. 
The  three  remaining  towers  at  this  lock  were  accordinglv  built  of  {-inch  pine  flooring, 
tongued  and  grooved  together,  with  braces  sufficiently  close  to  prevent  warping  of  the 
boards,  and  each  side  is  so  made  as  to  admit  of  its  removal  entire,  without  disturbing 
any  other  part  of  the  structure. 

All  the  towers  have  been  painted  in  three  coats  externally  and  two  coats  internally, 
the  wooden  towers  being  carefully  sanded  with  coarse  flint  sand  as  a  protection  against 
fire,  and  t>o  deter  mischievous  persons  from  cutting  the  wood-work;  the  roofs  are  <5ov- 
ered  with  tin,  and  provided  with  ventilators  for  carrying  off  the  moisture  which  oon- 
stantlv  arises  from  the  cylinders ;  doors  and  windows  give  entrance  to  the  tower,  and 
furnish  abundance  of  light. 

In  the  engine-houses  the  doors  and  window-sashes  have  been  placed  in  position,  and 
all  the  wood-work  painted  in  three  coats.  A  water-tank  with  a  capacity  of  about  260 
gallons  has  been  constructed  in  the  attic  for  supplying  the  boiler-pump,  and  for  general 
une. 

Some  minor  changes  have  been  made  in  the  distributing-valve  and  the  machinery 
for  operating  the  same. 

The  machinery  for  operating  culvert  and  lock-gates  has  been  subjected  to  severe 
tests,  from  time  to  time,  and  found  to  work  satisfactorily,  leaving  a  large  surplus  of 
pressure,  which  can  be  drawn  upon  for  extraordinary  occasions. 

The  work  at  the  lower  lock,  which  was  resumed  in  the  fall  of  1876,  is  of  similar 
character  to  tlat  which  has  been  minutely  described  in  former  reports  of  the  middle 
lock. 

The  culvert  and  sluice-gate  frames,  culvert-gates,  gate-stems,  wall-brackets,  pulleys, 
cylinders,  and  plates,  have  all  been  adjusted  and  permanently  secured.  All  the  stone 
bases  for  machinery  and  the  wooden  towers  inclosing  machinery  are  finished. 
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The  wire-rope  and  chain-cable  connections  have  been  made,  and  the  water-pipes 
carried  into  engine-bouse,  where  the  distributing-valves  are  only  needed  to  form  the 
connecting-link  between  the  hydraulic  cylinders  and  pnmping-engine. 

The  hydraulic  cylinders  used  at  this  lock  »re  of  the  following  sizes :  For  upper  and 
lower  culverts,  16  inches  diameter;  for  upper  lock-gates,  9  inches  diameter ;  for  lower 
lock-gatfS,  lt>  inches  diameter. 

The  pumping-cngine  and  boiler  are  of  same  capacity  as  those  at  middle  lock  ;  some 
changes  in  the  steam- valye  and  valve-gear  of  engine  have  been  made. 

The  pumping-apparatus  has  been  tested,  and  found  to  be  in  good  working  order. 

The  wooa-work  of  engine-house  is  of  similar  design  to  that  at  the  middle  lock,  with 
the  addition  of  a  dormer  window  on  the  roof  for  light  and  ventilation  of  the  attic,  and 
the  floor-joists  are  of  white  pine  instead  of  Georgia  hard  pine. 

All  the  work  has  been  carefully  executed,  and  is  of  a  character  to  endure  for  many 
years. 

The  roof  is  covered  with  tongned  and  grooved  pine  flooring,  felting,  a^d  best  quality 
Lehigh  slate,  copper  gutters,  and  galvanized-iron  hippings  and  water-pipes. 

All  wood-work  inside  and  outside  of  engine-house  painted  in  three  coats. 

During  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  frequent  delays  were  caused  by  sudden  rises  in 
the  river  about  the  time  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  the  spring.  Constant  watch- 
fulness was  required  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  cross- banks,  and  consequent 
flooding  of  the  lock.  It  was  found  necesi-ary  to  keep  the  men  at  work  after  regular 
hours,  and,  while  the  guiding  segments  were  being  secured,  they  were  obliged  to  work 
Sundays  as  well. 

At  the  guard-lock  the  culvert-gates,  gate-stems,  and  wall-brackets  are  secured  in 
position.  The  work  of  adjusting  the  guiding-circles  is  nearly  completed,  and  the  bot- 
tom pulleys  secnred  to  gates.  Workmen  are  now  employed  in  setting  pallets,  and 
blocking  for  same,  on  top  of  gates. 

The  necessary  castings  for  the  construction  of  machinery  at  this  lock  are  now  being 
prepared. 

The  window-frames  and  sashes,  doors  and  door-frames,  and  oth^r  parts  of  the  wood- 
work for  engine-house  are  being  constmcted  to  insure  against  delay. 

Thesummary  of  work  performed  on  machinery  includes  the  completion  of  machinery, 
and  appnrtenances  thereto,  at  middle  lock. 

The  completion  of  machinery  at  lower  lock,  (with  the  exception  of  the  distribnting- 
valve,)  considerable  progress  toward  the  erection  of  maehineryat  gni&rd-lock,  the  com- 
pletion of  the  wood-work  for  engine-house  at  middle  and  lower  locks,  and  some  prepa- 
ration of  window  and  door  fittings  for  engine-bouse  at  guard-lock. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  fact  that  for  little  over  nine  months  of  the  fiscal  year 
were  men  employed  in  a  prosecution  of  this  work,  and  at  least  half  of  that  time  being 
during  the  stormy  season  of  the  year,  good  progress  has  been  made  toward  final  com- 
pletion. * 

The  gentlemen  who  have  assisted  me  in  the  supervision  of  this  work  have  performed 
their  duties  with  zeal  and  efficiency. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Amor  Stickney, 
Ca'pia\(ik  of  Engineer9  and  Brevet  Major,  U.  8,  A. 

Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers f  U.  S.  A, 


P  3. 

IMPROVING  ROCK  ISLAND  RAPIDS,  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  work  of  excavation  at  lower  chain  was  closed  by  a  final  estimate 
after  inspection  with  the  rake  of  the  sonndin^-niachine  had  proved  the 
satisfactory  accomplishment  of  the  removal  of  the  dSbris  of  coffer-dam 
and  cribs.  Congress  appropriated  $25,000  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work  of  improving  these  rapids  Augnst  14, 1876,  but  only  $10,000  were 
allotted  by  presidential  dire^.tion  to  be  expended  for  the  present. 

Your  letter  of  September  15, 1876,  apprised  me  of  this  fact,  and  directed 
me  to  submit  a  project  for  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  at  these  rapids. 
I  stated  that  the  closing  work  at  these  improvements  consists  in  remov- 
ing 2,505  cubic  yards  of  rock  at  the  foot  of  Moline  Chain,  and  that  the 
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allotted  sum  could  most  jadicionsly  be  applied  ia  commencing  the  work 
of  excavation  by  means  of  chisel  right  away,  because  each  single  cubic 
yard  disposed  of  at  that  place  would  benefit  navigation.  I  proposed 
further  to  be  allowed  to  prosecute  the  work  by  hired  labor  and  machinery, 
as  being  the  cheapest.  You  approved  this  project  under  dsite  September 
29, 1876,  and  after  the  necessary  arrangement  the  chisel-boat  was  placed 
in  position  at  Moline  Chain  on  the  middle  of  October,  and  was  worked 
there  till  the  running  ice  induced  me  to  stop  the  work  November  28, 1876. 
During  that  fall  103.5  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  broken  by  the  chiseL 

Under  date  April  19, 1877,  the  allotment  of  $15,000,  the  remainder  of 
the  appropriation  of  $25,000,  was  made  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  my  project  of  continuing  the  work  at  Moline  Chain  by  hired  labor 
and  machinery  approved.  I  preferred  to  hire  the  chisel  boat  and  have 
the  crew  engaged  under  the  supervision  of  an  assistant  engineer,  instead 
of  hiring  a  manned  chisel-boat  of  the  contractor,  and  pay  by  the  day  or 
hour.  On  the  8th  of  June  the  chi8eM)oat  was  at  work  at  Moline  Chain, 
and  a  good  result  has  been  obtained  by  this  arrangement.  During  the 
month  of  June  143.3  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  broken,  a  result  exceed- 
ing the  work  of  last  fall  about  42  per  cent.  I  expect  to  dispose  of  750 
cubic  yards  during  the  season. 

Of  the  2,505.8  cubic  yards  on  MolineChain,  there  are  then  still  1,655  cubic 
yards  of  rock  to  be  broken  by  the  chisel,  and  2,605.8  cubic  yards  to  be 
removed  by  the  dredge.  For  this  closing  work  a  sum  of  $30,000  is  needed. 
Besides  this  work  there  should  be  made  a  thorough  survey  by  sounding- 
machine  and  attached  rake  at  the  different  cuts  and  improved  channel 
for  ascertaining  if  bowlders  or  detached  pieces  of  rock  have  been  brought 
into  the  channel  by  the  ice.  For  the  removing  of  such  pieces  of  rock  or 
obstructions,  further  for  the  mentioned  survey,  and  the  erection  of  guides 
or  landmarks  on  shora,  or  bouys,  and  the  publishing  of  a  lithographed 
map  for  the  information  of  the  navigators,  including  all  engineering  ex- 
penses and  contingencies,  a  sum  of  $20,000  will  be  the  minimam,  so  that 
I  am  fully  justified  in  asking  a  final  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  closing 
the  work  of  improving  the  Rock  Island  Eapids  during  the  fiscal  year 
closing  June  30, 1879.  I  most  earnestly  recommend  this  final  work  of 
closing  the  Rock  Island  improvement  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
and  most  urgently  request  that  the  full  sum  of  $50,000  may  be  given,  so 
as  not  to  draw  the  fincU  closing  of  the  work  into  another  fiscal  year. 
The  improving  of  the  Bapids  has  been  so  far  a  success. 

For  further  information,  in  detail,  in  regard  to  operations  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877, 1  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Assistant  Engineer  E.  F.  Hoffman,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amonnt  available $5,729  16 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  AuguRt  14, 1876 25, 000  00 

30,729  16 
July  1, 1877,  amonnt  expeuded  during  fiscal  year 15,966  29 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 14,762  87 

Amonnt  (eetimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 50, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  50, 000  00 
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REPORT  OF  MR.  E.    F.  HOFFMANN,  ASSISTANT   BKGIKEBR. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Rock  Island,  III,  July  2,  1877. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  my  annnal  report  of  operations  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Rock  Island  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  Hlver  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jnne  30,  1877. 

I  stated  in  my  last  annual  report  that  the  final  estimate  in  regard  to  the  excavation 
of  rook  at  lower  chain  conld  not  be  present'Od  becanse  the  unusually  long  high-water 
stage  had  prevented  an  inspection  with  the  rake  of  the  sounding-machine.  On  the 
26th  of  July,  1876,  the  surface  of  the  water  read  4  feet  above  low  water  of  1864,  and 
the  inspection  was  undertaken  at  once.  In  moving  with  the  rake  of  the  sounding- 
machine  over  the  area  where  the  coffer-dam  stood,  large  remains  of  the  same  were  found ; 
also  remains  of  stone  cribs  which  had  guarded  the  coffer-dam.  The  contractor  was  in- 
formed that  no  final  payment  on  the  work  of  excavation  at  lower  chain  could  be  made 
until  the  debris  of  coffer-dam  and  cribs  were  properly  removed,  and  he  was  invited  to 
commence  the  dredging  at  once. 

From  the  27th  of  July  to  the  8th  of  August  the  dredge  was  employed  in  accomplish- 
ing the  work  of  removing  the  dehrU,  and  when  at  that  last-named  day  the  rake  of  the 
sounding-machine  went  over  the  area  in  question,  the  work  of  removal  proved  to  be 
satisfactorily  done,  and  payment  of  the  10  per  cent,  retained  was  made,  and  the  con- 
tract at  lower  chain,  with  George  Williams,  contractor,  virtually  closed  by  it.  Here 
follows  a  copy  of  the  final  estimate : 

FituU  eatimate  of  work  done  by  George  Williams  under  hie  contract  for  improving  Bock  Island 
rapids  of  the  Mississippi  River,  commencing  October  7, 1875,  and  ending  August  &,  1876. 


Items. 


Total  amotmt  qf  work  done. 

Book  excavation  amd  removing  at  lower 
chain 


Total  amoant  of  work  done  includ- 
ing retained  percentage 

Dedaot  former  paymenta  aa  per  re- 
ceipted voncbers  


Balance  dae,  (retained  percentage)  . 


Qaantities.  i 


Contract 
price. 


Oub.ydt, 
9,340.5        119  00 


Amounts. 


138,088  00 


98,086  00 
9&,9T7  40 


9,808  60 


Percentage 
retained. 


19,808  60 


Amount  of 
payment. 


•95,977  40 


J.  N.  Macomb,  Colonel  qf  Engimers,  XT.  S,  A. 


6bo.  Wiluams. 


Congress  appropriated  by  an  tk^t  August  14, 1R76,  the  sum  of  $25,000  for  the  work  of 
improving  the  Rock  Island  rapids  of  the  Mississippi  River,  but  only  $10,000  of  this 
appropriation  were  allotted  by  order  of  the  President  to  the  Rock  Island  rapids  for  the 
fiscal  year  <»ndiDg  June,  1877,  of  which  fact  you  were  apprised  by  letter  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  United  States  Army,  dated  September  15,  1876,  and  directed  to  submit  a 
project  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  at  these  rapids.  As  from  this  sum  of  $10,000 
the  amount  of  $2,000  was  paid  t)  Attorney-at-law  Mr.  J.  Schroder,  of  Cincinnati,  for 
services  of  conducting  the  defense  for  the  United  States  in  certain  claim  cases,  for  which 
authority  was  given  by*the  Secretary  of  War  in  a  letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
dated  September  2, 1876,  the  real  available  sum  for  the  work  of  these  rapids  was  reduced 
consequently  to  $8,000  during  the  fiscal  year.  It  was  thought  prudent  to  commence 
the  work  of  excavation  at  the  foot  of  Moline  chain,  which  work  in  my  last  report  was 
allnded  to  as  the  closing  stone  to  the  improving  of  these  rapids.  The  reason  for  recom- 
mending this  work  was,  that  with  the  small  appropriation  only  a  limited  amount  of 
rock  could  be  excavated,  but  that  this  limited  amount  of  excavated  rock  would  here 
at  the  foot  of  Moline  chain  do  the  greatest  benefit  to  navigation.  The  work  of  excava- 
tion at  the  foot  of  Moline  chain  consists  in  removing  patches  lying  more  or  less  in  the 
midship  of  the  channel  in  which  a  current  of  water  flows,  exceeding  in  some  places  8 
feet  velocity  per  second. 

Coffer-damming  a  smaller  or  larger  place  on  this  chain  would  practically  close  navi- 
gation, and  is  therefore  beyond  consideration ;  even  if  with  excessive  costs  the  construct- 
ing of  such  a  coffer-dam  was  desired,  there  remained  but  the  means  of  using  chisel  and 
dredge  for  the  removal  of  the  2,505.8  cubic  yards  at  the  foot  of  this  chain.  I  respect- 
fully invite  your  attention  %o  the  small  map  of  Moline  chain  herewith  inclosed.  Experi- 
ence has  shown  that  bids  for  removing  rock  by  means  of  chisel  and  dredge  have  reached 
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as  high  as  $18  and  |20  per  oabic  yard  on  other  chains,  and  ifc  was  therefore  expected 
that  bids  at  the  Moliue  chain  would  leave  these  indicated  prices  far  behind.  It  was 
thought,  therefore,  advisable  to  hire  a  chisel-boat  by  the  hour  or  day  and  bind  the  con- 
traotoi'  by  an  agreement  in  reference  to  the  time  and  manner  by  which  the  work  of  the 
chisel-boat  was  to  be  regulated  and  controlled  by  the  engineer  assistant  in  the  field. 
Your  project  in  relation  to  the  work  at  Moline  chain  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of 
Engineers,  United  States  Army,  under  date  September  29, 1876,  and  an  agreement  made 
very  soon  with  Mr.  George  Williams,  of  Keokuk,  in  reference  to  the  hire  of  a  chisel- 
boat.  Co  the  16th  of  October  the  boat  arrived  from  Keokuk  and  was  brought  into 
position  at  Moline  chain.  The  next  day  a  raft  collided  with  the  chisel-boat,  broke  the 
spud,  and  took  the  boat  considerably  down  stream. 

Time  was  lost  by  the  contractor  in  repairing  the  breakage  and  in  seeding  for  a 
steamer,  which  proved  to  be  indispensable  for  handling  the  chisel-boat  in  the  strong 
cnrrent  of  Moline  chain.  The  chisel-boat  sprung  a  leak,  besides,  and  had  to  be  re- 
paired, which  again  caused  a  delay  of  several  days,  so  that  little  was  only  accomplished 
during  the  month  of  October,  1876.  During  the  month  of  November  the  chisel-boat 
work  was  carried  on  steadily  until  the  28th  of  November,  1876,  when  some  parts  of  the 
machinery  of  the  boat  got  out  of  order,  and  heavy  frost  setting  in  you  were  induced 
to  stop  the  work  of  excavation.  The  chisel-boat  worked  over  a  surface  of  2,542  square 
feet,  the  average  cutting  of  the  rock  was  1.1  of  a  foot,  and  consequently  an  amount  of 
2.796.2  cubic  feet  or  103.5  cubic  yards  of  rock  was  chiseled  during  that  time.  For 
tnis  work  $1,168.75  were  paid.  When  compensation  for  the  work  of  removing  the 
chiseled  rock  by  means  of  a  dredge  is  added  to  the  amount  of  |1,16S.75,  which  work 
will  require  the  employment  of  a  dredge  for  the  period  of  three  days,  and  the  usual 
rent  of  $100  is  considered,  then  the  removal  of  the  103.5  cubic  yards  of  rock  at  Moline 
chain  at  the  mentioned  patch  A  (see  sketch)  would  cost  the  Government  as  follows: 

Chisel-work $1,168  75 

Dredge-work 300  00 

Total 1,468  75 

Or  per  cubic  yard  $14  by  the  system  of  hiring  boats  and  machinery.  As  I  above 
stated  that  bids  at  a  public  letting  would  have  reached  $18  or  $20  and  more,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  Government  has  been  benefited  in  the  system  of  hired  labor  and  ma- 
chinery. Before  the  work  with  the  chisel-boat  commenced,  you  charged  me  in  the 
month  of  September  to  proceed,  with  some  of  the  assistants  to  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  survey  at  the  site  near  the  railroad-bridge  of  the  ChicAgo,  Mil- 
waukee and  Saint  Paul  Railroad  Company  over  the  Mississippi  River,  then  about  being 
constructed.  Petitions  were  some  time  ago  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  claim- 
ing the  bridge  in  erection  to  be  and  become  a  hinderance  to  navigation.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  you  for  report,  and  you  ordered  especially  observations  of  direction  of 
current  above  the  bridge,  and  the  defining  of  the  sand-bars  by  a  horizontal  curve-line 
4  feet  below  low  water  of  1864.  As  the  sand-bars  were  found  to  be  changing  and  shift- 
ing daily,  you  directed  me  to  make  another  survey  at  the  same  plaoe  two  months  later, 
for  enabling  yon  to  judge  better  the  merits  of  the  petition  in  question.  Both  surveys 
were  plotted  on  one  and  the  same  map,  and  by  the  1st  of  January  this  work  as  well  as 
the  working  up  of  field-notep  during  the  work  with  the  chisel-boat  were  accomplished. 

The  smalfness  of  the  allotted  amount  of  money  made  it  imperative  to  part  with  the 
services  of  one  engineer  assistant  and  draughtsmen,  and  they  were  discharged  till 
other  funds  would  be  available. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  you  directed  me  to  prepare  a  project  for  the  continuation  of 
rock  excavation  at  these  rapids,  under  the  view  that  the  $15,000  still  remaining  in 
the  Treasury  would  be  made  sooner  or  later  available.  Under  date  of  April  6  1  stated 
in  my  report  to  you  that,  in  view  of  the  smalluess  of  the  amount  of  money  for  the 
work  on  these  rapids,  and  the  necessity  of  doing  the  same  by  chisel  and  dredge,  (for 
which  contractors  have  always  charged  a  very  high  price,)  and  in  view  of  the  peculiar 
difficulties  arising  from  the  very  strong  current  and  exposure  to  frequent  interruptions 
by  passing  steamers  and  rafts,  it  would  be  out  of  question  to  expect  other  than  a 
very  high  bid  from  any  contractor  conversant  with  such  work ;  and  the  interruptions 
alluded  to  would  doubtless  Lead  to  claims  for  damages,  &o.  For  these  reasons  I  recom- 
mended that  the  work  of  excavation  might  be  done  by  hired  labor  and  machinery, 
and  that  the  work  of  excavation  might  be  continued  right  at  the  patch  A,  (see  map,) 
on  which  last  year  the  work  was  stopped  on  the  last  day  of  November. 

You  approved  of  my  project,  and  you  submitted,  nnder  date  of  April  6,  1877,  a  letter 
to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  requesting  authority  t-o  do  the  work  at  Moline  chain  by 
hired  labor  and  machinery  instead  of  letting  the  work.  The  Chief  of  Engineers,  in  a 
letter  dated  April  19,  1877,  informed  you  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  bad  authorized  the  expenditure  of  the  unallotted 
balance  of  $15,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Rock  Island  rapids  of  the  Mississippi, 
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and  approved  of  yonr  recommended  project  to  do  the  work  of  excavation  by  hired 
labor  and  machinery. 

You  directed  me  to  make  the  necessary  arran$;ements  for  the  prosecntion  of  the 
work  of  excavation,  in  consequence  of  which  I  proceeded  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  for  the 
purpose  of  hiring  a  chisel-boat  from  Mr.  George  VVilliams,  of  Keokuk. 

An  agreement  was  drawn  up,  approved  by  you,  according  to  which  Mr.  Williams 
should  put  a  certain  chisel-boat  in  quite  a  seaworthy  conditiou;  have  the  whole  ma- 
chinery thoroughly  repaired  and  overhauled;  to  provide  the  boAt  with  a  new  part  of 
machinery,  which  was  to  serve  to  tow  the  boat  in  the  heaviest  current  with  a  suitable 
velocity,  and  thus  dispensing  with  the  service  of  a  steamer ;  to  furnish  certain  machine 
parts  in  duplicate  and  triplicate,  and  provide  the  boat  besides  with  a  prescribed  amount 
of  rope,  anchors,  &c  In  consideration  of  this,  you  agreed  to  hire  the  chisel-boat  for  a 
term  of  five  or  six  months,  and  stipulated  the  price  for  the  hire  of  the  boat  to  be  $()00 
per  month,  or  |20  per  day.  In  case  the  stage  of  the  water  in  the  river  would  be  S  feuc 
and  more  than  8  feet  above  low  water  of  lti64,  the  price  for  the  hire  of  the  boat  had 
to  be  reduced  to  |10  per  day,  as  less  work,  or' no  work  at  all,  could  be  effected  during 
such  a  high  s^age  of  water. 

The  repairs  on  the  designated  chisel-boat  were  commenced  soon  afterwards,  and  the 
progress  and  the  thoroughness  of  the  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  machine  parts  was 
daily  inspected  by  me.  On  the  1st  of  June  the  boat  was  in  good  working  capacity, 
steam  was  got  up,  and  you,  colonel,  visited  yourself  the  chisel-l>oat,  examined  it,  and 
authorized  me  to  take  charge  of  the  boat  and  to  comraence  actual  work  of  excavation 
as  soon  as  practicable.  A  very  high  wind  detained  the  towing  of  the  boat  to  Moline 
chain  till  the  4th  of  June,  on  which  day  it  was  brought  into  position  at  the  foot  of 
Moline  chain.  The  boat  is  manueil  by  a  chisel-tender,  engineer,  fireman,  and  watch- 
man, and  the  coals  are  delivered  on  a  iiatboat  to  the  boat  for  the  price  of  IG  cents  per 
bushel. 

On  the  5th  of  June  a  raft  of  11  strings  had  become  disengaged  from  the  pashing 
steamer,  some  parts  of  the  machinery  of  the  steamer  having  got  out  of  order  above 
Duck  Creek  chain ;  the  helpless  raft  floated  down,  collided  with  the  right  corner  of  the 
chieel-boat,  broke  the  spud  and  carried  the  boat  more  than  half  a  mile  down  stream, 
where  it  got  free,  and  was  held  by  an  anchor  thrown  oat  On  the  Gth  of  June,  the 
part  of  the  new-built  machinery  sbow«d  its  effectiveness  by  pulling  the  boat^  by 
means  of  tbrown-ont  anchors,  back  to  the  i>iace  in  about  two  hours.  As  the  spud  had 
to  be  inserted  anew  the  boat  was  brought  to  the  shore  of  Benham's  Island,  just  oppo- 
site the  place  of  work,  and  the  repairs  commenced  at  once. 

On  the  8th  of  June  the  boat  was  in  her  position  at  patch  A  agt^iri ;  actual  work  of 
banimering  with  the  chisel  was  commenced,  and  has,  since  this  time,  been  carried  on 
with  good  effect.  The  crew  of  the  boat  being  fresh  men,  they  t^ceived  orders  to  com- 
mence by  dropping  the  chisel  not  more  than  two  times  per  minute,  till  everybody  was 
familiar  and  at  home  with  the  business  to  be  performed.  In  a  time  of  five  days  the 
men  were  so  drilled  that  three  blows  and  since  the  last  ten  days  four  blows  with  the 
chisel  are  struck  per  minute,  in  the  average,  a  result  which  speaks  very  well  for  the 
competency  and  faithfulness  of  the  crew.  I  cannot  ]«ave  unsaid  that  the  work  at  this 
chain  is  full  of  danger  for  the  crew.  The  handling  of  ropes  and  anchors  in  the  very 
heavy  current  mnst  be  done  with  utmost  care;  even  the  communication  by  skiff 
closely  between  the  boat  and  the  shore,  especially  the  landing,  must  be  watched,  or 
capsizing  and  endangering  the  life  of  men  is  the  consequence.  Daring  the  month  of 
June,  3,^^70  cubic  feet  or  143.3  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  brokenby  the  cbiseL 

The  chisel-boat  last  fall  left  off  work  under  the  following  data  in  reference  to  ordi- 
nate and  absciss  of  the  base  line  laid  down  upon  the  hydrographic  map  of  Moline  chain  : 
November  28,  ordinate  593.4,  absciss  417.8  ;  the  boat  commenced  work  under  June  8, 
ordinate  598.7,  absciss  417.5,  and  on  June  30,  ordinate  621.3,  absciss  477.7. 

From  the  above  abscisses  it  will  be  seen  that  the  chisel -boat  was  60  feet  worked  np 
stream.  The  average  width  of  the  patch  is  according  to  the  hydrographic  map  43.fi'et 
and  the  cutting  to  grade  reads  by  toe  soundings  in  average  L5  fee^  which  represents 

in  the  exhibit  ^  ^  %^  ^'^  =  143.3  cubic  yar^s. 

During  last  fall,  when  the  crew  was  famished  by  the  contractor  and  the  work 
was  piiid  by  the  hour,  115  cubic  yards  were  removed  in  thjd  same  time.  The  good 
condition  of  the  machinery  and  the  faithfulness  of  the  present  crew  account  for  the 
better  result  in  this  spring.  I  expect  with  certainty  of  btiing  able  to  report  to  you  at 
the  dose  of  work  in  the  fall  the  breaking  of  750  cubic  yards,  to  which  100  cubic  yards 
of  last  fall  added,  will  reduce  the  amount  of  rock  to  be  broken  at  the  foot  of  M^oline 
chain  from  2,505.8  to  1,655.8  cubic  yards  still  remaining  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  chisel. 

Thirty  thousand  dollars  is  required  for  the  breaking  of  1,655.8  cubic  yards  of  rock, 
and  the  dredging  of  2,505.8  cubic  yards  afterward.  To  this  sum  must  be  added  the 
necessary  engiueering  expenses  and  contingencies,  and  fCr  closing  the  work  at  these 
rapids  a  general  survey  by  steamer  and  sonnding-maohinD  hhoald  be  undertaken,  and 
a  map  published  for  the  benefit  of  navigation  showing  the  boandaries  of  the  chaauel 
35b 
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and  guides  ereotAd  od  the  shores  for  giviDg  bearings  to  keep  the  chaDoel.  For  this 
purpose  and  for  the  erection  of  flag-staffs,  buoys,  or  marks  of  other  description  and  de- 
vice, as  also  for  the  work  of  cleaning  some  parts  of  the  improved  channels  from  rocks 
or  bowlders  brought  in  by  the  ice,  a  sum  of  f  20,000  is  required,  which  altogether  would 
justify  the  request  for  a  final  appropriation  of  |50,000.  With  this  last  allotment  the 
improving  of  the  Rock  Island  rapids  would  disappear  from  the  riv^r  and  harbor  bill 
on  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  June  30, 1879. 

I  cannot  end  this  report  to  you  better  than  repeating  again  the  same  words  which  I 
used  in  submitting  my  last  annual  report. 

I  most  respectfully  entreat  you  to  recommend  this  remaining  work  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  higher  authorities  and  Congress,  as  the  subject  of  another  and 
last  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  1878-'79. 

This  last  work  represents  the  closing  stone  of  an  undertaking  which  stands  in  the 
l)istory  of  improved  rivers  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  ocean  unparalleled,  and 
which,  in  the  accomplished  and  undenied  benefit  extended  to  the  navigation,  proves 
to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  bordering  States  of  the  river,  and  a  perfect  suc- 
cess in  engineering.  I  take  again  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  faithful  and 
efiScient  services  rendered  by  Assistant  Engineer  C.  H.  Beuck  and  draughtsman  Mr.  A. 
Stibolt. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  F.  Hoffmann. 

Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  EngineerSy  U.  S.  A, 


P4. 

•  EXAMINATIONS,  SURVEYS,  AND  CONTINGENCIES  OF  RIVERS  AND  HAR- 
BORS. 

Under  the  above-named  head  of  appropriations,  certain  minor  sarveys 
and  examinations  have  been  made  by  me  during  the  past  year,  notably 
those  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Crosse,  where  changes  in  the  rivercliannel  were 
caused  by  the  erection  of  accessory  works  of  the  bridge  thrown  over  the 
Mississippi  Eiver  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Saint  Piaul  Railway 
Company,  a  point  wbere  further  special  examinations  are  likely  to  be 
required  before  the  river  can  be  again  brought  under  control  at  that 
point.  To  meet  such  surveys  and  examinations,  the  sum  of  $750,  over 
and  above  the  amount  on  hand,  should  be  appropriated. 

And  in  order  to  perfect  the  scheme  of  improving  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi Kjver,  between  Saint  Paul  and  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  Biver, 
there  should  be  granted  the  further  sum  of  $17,250,  as  there  have  been 
no  examinations  in  that  part  of  the  river  between  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  River,  a  distance  of  some  160  miles,  all  of 
which  should  be  thoroughly  surveyed  before  the  estimates  for  said 
scheme  can  be  perfected. 


PS. 

IMPROVING  ILLINOIS  RIVER. 

Operations  on  this  river  have^een  conducted  as  heretofore,  (in  dredg- 
ing and  construction  of  dams  and  jetties.) 

The  work  under  the  extended  contract  of  William  Patrick  was  com- 
pleted October  31, 1876,  and  settlement  made. 

An  open-market  agreement  was  made  with  Mr.  Patrick,  October  17, 
(subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,)  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  allotment  of  $10,000  from  appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  at 
the  same  prices  and  unaer  the  same  specifications  as  the  late  contract. 
The  final  estimate  under  this  contract  was  rendered  November  17, 1876. 

On  the  22d  day  of  June,  1877,  a  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  H.  S. 
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Brown,  of  HamiltoD,  111.,  for  the  expenditure  of  the  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation of  August  14,  1876. 

The  work  of  dredging  during  the  past  season  was  interrupted  by  high 
water  nearly  the  whole  of  the  month  of  July,  and  in  the  construction  of 
brush  and  stone  dams  but  a  very  short  season  was  favorable;  advantage, 
however,  was  taken  of  the  high  stage  of  the  river  to  make  liberal  de- 
'  posits  of  the  dredged  material  to  act  as  substitutes  for  brush  and  stone 
dams.  When  within  the  limit  of  the  "  haul  ^  this  proves  a  very  economi- 
cal method,  and,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactory. 

The  equipment  has  been  kept  in  an  efficient  condition,  and  the  well- 
defined  channels  developed  by  soundings  after  dredging  furnish  good 
evidence  that  the  work  has  been  conducted  faithfully. 

The  restoration  of  the  obstructed  channels  at  Spar  Island  and  Sugar 
Creek  Bars  were  made  with  promptness,  thereby  preventing  the  deten- 
tion to  trade  that  would  have  otherwise  occurred^  This  demonstrates 
the  importance  of  being  always  in  readiness  with  a  reserve  fund  and  the 
necessary  equipment;  otherwise  our  improvement  may  at  any  time  be 
rendered  valueless. 

As  this  cost  of  maintenance  is  estimated  at  less  than  $20,000  per 
annum,  and  it  is  to  cover  some  223  miles  of  river,  making  the  cost  per 
mile  less  than  $90  per  annum,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  measures  be 
taken  to  secure,  at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable,  the  fund  and  equip- 
ment for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  numerous  surveys  have  been  made  of  the  several 
bars  under  improvement,  also  bars  improved  187  L  and  1872.  Beardstowu 
Bar,  formerly  the  most  formidable  on  the  river,  proves  that  this  method 
of  improvement  is  a  success. 

Our  present  available  fund  being  so  small,  it  suggests  the  expediency 
or  necessity  of  studying  the  wants  of  navigators  very  carefully,  and  of 
confining  our  operations  to  such  points  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  men- 
tioued  by  them,  in  removing  snags,  sunken  logs,  &c.,  as  they  may  be 
encountered  during  the  low-water  season. 

A  revised  estimate  is  subtoitted  by  Mr.  Brown  covering  the  bars  re- 
maining unimproved  and  the  dredging  at  harbors  or  landings,  for  which 
application  has  been  made  through  petition ;  also  the  cost  of  the  equip- 
ment above  referred  to.  This  estimate  amounts  to  $145,000 ;  of  tliis  sum 
$125,000  is  to  be  expended  in  work,  (under  contract  or  otherwise,)  and. 
$20,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  equipment  whenever  it  shall  be  deemed 
expedient.  This  estimate  is  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1879, 
and  could  profitably  be  expended  during  that  year. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  Assistant  Engineer  E.  A.  Brown 
for  further  details  as  to  the  operations  and  for  interesting  statistical  and 
commercial  information,  particularly  the  internal-revenue  collections  of 
this  State,  which  for  the  year  1876  prove  to  be  21 J  per  centum  of  the 
whole  internal-revenue  collections  of  the  country. 

Money  statement. 

July  1, 1876,  amoHDt  available 1.39.691  86 

AmouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aogast  14, 1876 '    40, 000  00 

$79,691  80 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 49, 317  72 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 2,750  00 

52,067  73 

.July  1, 1877,  amount  available 27,624  14 

Amount  (estimated)  reguired  for  completion  of  existinff  project 145, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879 .     145, 000  00 
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report  of  mr.  r.  a.  brown,  assistant  rnqineer. 

United  States  Quarter-Boat  Major  E.  F.  Hoffman, 

At  Grand  Island ,  A/aeon  County,  lUinoiSj  June  30, 1877. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  operations  for  the  im 
proveoient  of  the  IllinoU  River  duriit^  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  1877 : 

At  the  close  of  the  last  lineal  year  work  was  progressing  at  Slim  Island  Bar,  (near 
Montgomery,  Pike  Coa  ity,)  the  dredging-eqaipment  coDsisting  of  3 dredges,!  tow-boat, 
with  a  full  complement  of  scows,  &c. 

On  the  6th  Jiily>  ^1^"  river  having  reached  a  stage  of  10.7  feet  above  low-water  and 
still  rising — repoits  from  the  cpper  riv<'r  also  portending  a  still  greater  rise — work 
was  suspended,  and  ad\an<age  taken  of  this  event  to  have  the  tug-boat  Innovat-or 
docked.  This  aUo  proving  a  favoi able  opportui  ity  for  repairing  the  quarter-boat 
Hoffman,  she  was  taken  in  tow  for  Peoria  dry-docks  on  the  evening  of  the  6th.  After 
a  slow  paf-sage  to,  and  a  protJ acted  delay  at,  Peoriu,  our  repairs  were  completed. 

'  On  the  '28th  we  ret  urned  to  Slini-Ihland  Bar,  but  owing  to  the  high  stage  of  the  river, 
work  was  not  resumed  until  the  2d  of  August.  During  this  month  work  was  prose- 
cuted at  Slim  Island,  Bedford,  Pilot's  Peak,  and  Bnckhorn  Bars  with  the  i^esnlta  aH 
shown  elsewhere. 

The  deposit  of  dredged  material  has  bee  n  as  follows,  viz : 

At  Slim-Island  Bar,  principally  on  the  dam  doting  tb*"  bhck  chute. 

At  Bedford  Bar,  in  a  dike  extending  frcmi  the  wi  st  shore,  the  approximate  dimen- 
sions  of  which  are,  length  300  feet,  mean  width  90  feet,  depth  3  feet. 

At  Pilot's  Peak  Bar,  dike  No.  1,  600  feet  in  length,  mfan  width  90  feet,  depth  6  feet. 
Dike  No.  2,  400  feet  in  jength,  mean  width  52  feet,  depth  6  feet. 

The  material  composing  these  dikes  being  of  an  unstable  character,  a  brush  and 
stone  dam  was  constructed  at  this  point,  (length  r)20  feet,)  permanently  contracting 
the  low-water  crofs-section  to  about  oi  e-half  its  former  area. 

During  the  month  of  September  the  work  was  continued  at  Bnckhorn  and  Grand 
Pass  Ban ,  (  Vide  tabular  statement.)  The  stage  of  the  river  dur.ng  this  mouth  proved 
very  unfavorable  for  work,  especially  in  the  construction  of  dams,  as  the  ihlauds  af- 
fording the  principal  material  (willow)  are  generally  submerged  at  a  stage  of  6  feet 
above  low-water,  and  after  coming  t4>  the  surface,  time  isriquirt-d  for  the  mcessary 
evaporation  before  the  mud  is  in  a  condition  for  w  orkmen  to  opeiate  to' advantage. 

From  th»»2d  to  the  7th  of  October,  inclnslve,  the  dredges  were  employed  at  the  newly- 
formed  obt  traction  below  the  original  Spar-Island  Bar. 

In  compliance  with  your  instructiona,  this  work  being  completed,  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  the  fleet  got  under  way  for  Sugar  ("reek  Bar,  at  which  point  it  arrived  ou 
the  morning  of  the  9th,  and  immediately  conmienced  the  work  of  removing  snags  de- 
posited in  the  improved  channel  during  the  severe  rains  which  occurred  in  the  month 
of  September,  1876.  The  magnitude  of  this  deposit  calls  for  more  than  a  passing  no- 
tice. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  similar  obstruction  was  formed  at  this  point  daring  the 
month  of  July,  1873,  and  in  the  winter  of  1873  and  '74 ;  also  that  a  channel  was  dredged 
through  the  bar  during  the  seasons  of  1874  and  '75.  This  late  deposit  of  snags,  treeia, 
and  alluvion  is  of  like  nature  and  on  as  grand  a  scale,  nearly. 

The  preliminary  survey  of  September  21  last  developed  a  dry  bar,  or  dam,  extending 
entirely  across  the  river,  (the  soundings  being  reduced  to  low-water  n*ference.) 

At  the  mouth  of  the  ereek  and  some  150  feet  each  way,  extendiig  up  and  down  the 
river,  was  a  good  depth  of  water,  but  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  proved  shallow, 
showing  that  the  current  from  the  creek  had  suflScient  f  rce  not  only  to  keep  iV»W/ clear, 
but  that  part  of  the  river  nearest  it«  mouth  also,  and  to  push  ita  charge  of  suags,  trees, 
and  alluvion  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

S<»me  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  force  of  the  storm,  the  agent  of  this  mischief,  from 
an  inspection  of  the  creek's  banks.  Large  m asses  of  alluvion,  having  become  under- 
mined, have  fallen  into  the  bed  of  the  creek.  The^e  masses  sometimes  contain  large  trees, 
some  standing  upright,  some  leaning,  and  some  lying  in  the  stream ;  very  vnany  were 
found  deposited,  with  musses  of  alluvion,  brush,  snags,  logs,  dtc,  in  the  river,  below 
the  m(  nth  of  the  creek.  The  citizens  describe  it  as  being  the  most  powerful  storm 
they  ever  experienced.  Should  the  like  again  occur,  we  may  expect  the  destruction  of 
our  improved  channel  as  before.  The  probabilitiea  are,  however,  in  favor  of  its  remain- 
ing open  a  fair  length  of  time. 

The  result  of  work  for  the  month  of  October  was  the  removal  of  the  obstruction  Just 
below  the  original  Spar  Island  Bar,  the  restoring  of  the  chanDel  at  Sugar  Creek  Bar 
120  feet  wide  for  600  feet  through  the  upper  section  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  and 
60  feet  in  width  for  2,500  feet,  leading  into  3  feet  depth  at  low-wat«r.  The  character 
of  this  bar-material  is  such  as  to  lead  us  to  expect  that  the  current  daring  the  past 
winter  would  produce  sufficient  scour  to  completely  restore  the  channel  provided  ia 
th#»  Hpring  of  1875. 

The  deposit  of  dredged  material  at  Sugar  Creek  Bar  waa  as  re-enforcement  to  the  dikes 
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formerly  bnilt.  The  brush  and  gtone  dam  at  Grand  Pass  Bar  was  complefced  to  a  height 
of  about  1  foot  above  low-water,  leugth  620  feet,  reducing  the  low-water  cross-section 
about  one-half. 

After  the  completion  of  the  wor}^  of  restoring  the  channel  at  Sugar  Creek  Bar,  on 
the  7th  November,  the  fleet  was  moved  to  Beardstown,  and  on  the  6th  commenced  work 
at  the  bar  opposite  town.  Operations  continued  here  up  to  the  15th,  when  our  fuod 
became  so  reduced  as  to  necessitate  the  dismissal  of  the  equipment.  The  result  of  the 
work  here  is  a  channel  1,800  feet  in  length,  60  feet  in  width  through  the  bar. 

Experience  of  the  past  season  demonstrates  the  necessity  for  making  provisions  to 
restore  obstructed  channels  at  short  notice. 

The  removal  of  the  newly-formed  reef,  or  bar,  near  Spar  Island,  also  of  the  d^hns  at 
Sugar  Creek  Bar,  during  the  month  of  October,  enabled  boats  to  continue  in  the  trade 
throughout  the  season.  Had  the  means  been  wanting  to  afford  the  above-mentioned 
relief,  the  river  would  have  been  practically  closed  to  navigation  (except  for  very  light- 
draught  boats)  about  the  10th  of  October,  or  until  a  rise  in  tbe  river  should  occur. 

At  the  close  of  the  month  of  November  tbe  engineering  party  was  reduced  to  four 
members;  these  were  kept  profitably  employed  during  the  winter  in  reducing  and 
plotting  notes  of  surveys  made  during  the  months  of  October  and  November  for  the 
purpose  of  planning  work  for  the  future,  and  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  chan- 
nels improved  in  1871  and  '72. 

During  the  winter,  estimates  were  made  and  submitted  showing  comparative  cost  of 
improving  West  Point  and  Bath  Chutes,  the  former  passing  west,  tbe  latter  east  of 
Grand  Island.  Instructions  were  received  calling  for  further  examinations,  and  a 
special  report  on  the  same,  inquiring  into  all  matters  bearing  upon  the  subject.  This 
was  also  submitted,  and  permission  was  given  to  change  the  original  project  and  im* 
prove  Bath  Chate  by  dredging  and  partially  close  West  Point  Chute,  leaving  a  narrow 
sluice-way  for  tbe  passage  of  ice-tows  at  any  time  when  the  remaining  part  of  the  chute 
is  navigable  for  them. 

CONTRACTS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  work  has  been  prosec'ited  under  two  contracts,  viz:  That  of 
William  Patrick,  of'Phojnix,  Oswego  County,  New  Vork,  dated  May  31,  1875,  and  ex 
tended  to  October  31, 1876. 

On  the  17th  October,  1876,  arrangeinents  were  made  with  Mr,  Patrick  (subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers)  to  continue  the  work  under  the  specifications  and 
prices  of  the  former  contract,  (dated  May  31,  1875,)  for  the  expenditure  of  the  allot- 
ment of  $10,000  appropriated  August  14,  1876. 

The  final  estimate  on  the  contract  bearing  date  May  13, 1875,  was  submitted  Novem- 
ber 4, 1876,  and  that  for  the  special  open-market  agreement  was  6ubmitt>ed  on  the  17th 
of  November,  1876. 

On  the  ;Mth  day  of  April,  1877,  advertisements  were  issued  from  your  office  at  Rock 
Island,  calling  for  sealed  proposals,  up  to  12  m.  on  the 8th  of  June,  1877,  ''for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work  of  dredging  and  construction  of  dams  and  jetties  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Illinois  Riv«r.''  On  that  day  the  only  bid  rectived  was  from  Mr.  H.  S. 
Brown,  the  former  superintendent  for  our  lat«  contractor.  To  him  the  work  was 
awarded,  and  the  contract  execated  on  the  22d  instant. 

Work  was  immediately  commenced  at  Bath  Chute,  Bar  No.  1,  at  the  bead  of  Grand 
Island,  with  the  result  as  shown  in  tabulated  statement  A. 

The  river  having  subsided  to  a  stage  saificicntly  low  as  to  allow  us  to  make  detailed 
surveys  on  the  27th  of  May,  the  quarter-boat  was  moved  to  the  head  of  Grand  Island 
Surveys  were  immediately  commenced  and  plans  matured  for  the  resumption  of  work 
under  the  anticipated  contract. 

The  engineering  party  was  fully  re-organized  on  the  Ist  of  June,  and  preparations 
made  to  prosecute  the  work  witb  vigor  during  the  favorable. stage  of  the  river. 
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The  amount  of  work  performed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877,  under  ike  contract 
tfiiik  William  Patrick^  of  Phamix,  Oswego  County ^  N,  Y.,  dated  May  *3l,  1875,  was  asfollotvSf 


Slim  Islaod  Bar... 

Bedford  Bar 

Pilot's  Peak  Bar . 

Buclchorn  Bar 

Grand  PasaBar... 
Spar  Island  Bar... 
Sugar  Creek  Bar. . 

Bedford  Bar 

Pilot'a Peak  Bar. 

Buck  horn  Bar 

Spar  Island  Bar... 
SuKar  Creek  Bar. 
Pilot's  Peak  Bar . 

Do 

Do 

Grand  Pass  Bar.. 

Do 

Do 


10,456  cnbio  yardlB '  Eartb-exoavation . 

2,435  cubic  yards ' do 

16,632  cubic  shards ' do 

38.004  cubic  yards , do 

8,324  cubic  yards * do 

7.458  cubic  yards \ do 

32,506  cubic  Yards do 

hour's  work '  Snagj^iog 


5  hours'  work . 


•I- 


Jg  hours'  work do  . 

a  hour's  work I do 

45|g  boars'  work , do 

1 ,  152  linear  feet Piling  in  dnm 

591.4  cords !  Brash  in  dam  . 

302.6  cubic  yards '  Stone  in  dam... 

1,248  linear  ieet i  Piling  in  dam . 

317.2  cords '  Brash  in  dam. 

260.9  cubic  yards '  Stone  in  dam  . 


The  amount  expended  under  this  contract  as  per  last  annual  report  waa . 
Total  expended  under  this  contract . ...' 


$0  28 


28 

28 

28 

28 

II  00 

11  00 

11  00 

11  00 

11  00 

'    15 

3  50 

2  50 

15 

2  50 

S50 


Amoant 


92.927  68 

681  80 

4,656  96 

7,841  12 

.2.330  72 

2,  Ord  24 

6,301  68 

11  00 

55  00 

73  33 

8  35 

502  33 

172  80 

1.  478  59 

756  50 

187  20 

793  00 

652  35 


31, 518  3a 
30,  S09  45 


61, 727  81 


Copy  of  final  estimate  (No.  9)  of  work  done  ly  Mr.  Patrick  under  his  contract  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Illinois  River,  dated  May  31, 1875. 

Total  amount  of  work  done,  includinj;  retained  percentage $61,727  81 

Deduct  former  payment^  as  per  receipted  vouchers 55, 555  OJi 

Balance  due 6,17-2  78 

Under  the  open-market  agreement  with  William  Patrick,  of  October  17, 1876,  the 
amount  of  work  done  is  shown  by  the  following  statement : 


Localities. 

Quantities. 

Items.              Price. 

Sugar  Creek  Bar.* 

7, 810  cubic  yards 

Earth  excavation 
Earth  excaratien . 
Soafirffiner 

to  28 

28 

11  00 

12,186  sa 

Bar  at  Beardstown      .   .            ... 

4  191  cubie  yards 

1  173  48 

Sugar  Creek  Bar 

l' hour's  work  with  dredge. 

11  r:n 

Total  estimate 

3,371  28 

Under  the  contract  with  H.  S.  Brown,  dated  June  22, 1877,  the  amount  of  work  done 
is  11,000  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  at  Bur  No.  1,  Bath  Chute,  at  25  cents, $2,750.00. 

STATEMBin'  OP  EXFEXDITURES  AND  BSTIMATES. 

In  1869  an  allotment  of  $85,000  was  made  from  the  appropriation  for  the  *'  repairs^ 
extension,  preservation,  and -completion  of  works  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  aud 
harbors/'  which  was  ordered  should  be  expended  in  dredging  the  bars  and  flats  be- 
tween the  town  of  Henry  and  Copperas  Creek,  with  the  view  of  preparing  a  bottoai 
for  a  7-foot  navigation  when  the  proposed  lock  aud  dam  at  Copperas  Creek  should  be 
completed,  this  being  auxiliary  to  tlie  work  of  constructing  locks  and  fdams  by  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Subsequently  (see  report  of  Mr.  R.  £.  McMath,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1872,  report,  of  Chief  of  Engineers,)  an  estimate  was  made  for  the  improvement  of  the 
river  (covering  all  of  the  remaining  bars)  by  dredging  and  construction  of  low  dams  for 
contraction  of  channel. 

This  estimate^  us  has  been  before  submitted,  was  $391,91:2.00. 
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There  has  itince  been  appropriated : 

In  1870 $100, 000  00 

1873 20,000  (0 

1874 75,000  00 

1875 75,000  00 

1876 40,000  00 

Total  expended  and  pledged  for  the  work 310,006  00 

Balance  to  be  appropriated  under  this  estimate 81,91*2  00 

MATKRIAL  llESULTS  OF  THK  TBAR'S  WORK. 

Dredging. 

Channels  have  been  provided  throngh  the  following  bars,  viz  :  Slim  Island,  Bed- 
ford, Pilot's  Peak,  Backhorn,  Grand  Pass,  and  Spar  Island,  (No.  2,)  a  partial  improve- 
ment at  Beardstown  made;  the  channel  at  Sugar  Creek  Bar  restored,  and  the  improve- 
ment at  bar  No,  1,  Bath  Chute,  nearly  completed. 

For  details  see  tabulated  statement  A. 

Dams  and  jetties. 

As  mentioned  elsewhere,  the  past  season  has  proved  very  nnfavorable  for  the  con- 
etrnction  of  brush  and  stone  dams.  This  bi^h  stage  of  the  river,  however,  aids  mate- 
rially in  the  construction  of  earth-dikes  with  dredged  mat-erial.  A  liberal  deposit  of 
this  nature,  in  many  cases,  auswers  very  well  as  a  substitute  for  the  brush  and  stone 
dam  work,  and,  whvn  within  the  limits  of  our  *^hanl/'  is  entirely  without  cost. 

Surreys. 

During  the  year  detailed  surveys  have  been  made  (both  before  and  after  dredging) 
of  Pilot's  Peak,  Bockhorn,  Grand  Pass,  Spar  Island,  and  Sugar  Creek  Bars,  also  bar  at 
Be&rdstown,  and  part  of  Bath  Chute ;  and  preliminary  surveys  of  Spar  Island,  Sugar 
Creek,  West  Point  Chute,  (some  7  miles  in  length,)  Sangamon,  Toil-Gate,  and  Bcards- 
tovn  Bars;  also  bar  at  Beardstown,  Devil's  Elbow  Bar,  and  one-half  of  Bath  Chute. 
This  work  has  been  prosecuted  under  very  many  difficulties.  The  prevailing  high 
stage  of  the  river  hai  crowded  the  base-lines  into  the  willows  and  timber,  causing 
very  much  clearing  to  enable  the  assistants  to  take  the  necessary  observations  for  lo- 
cating soundings. 

Permanence  of  the  improvement. 

The  platting  of  the  notes  of  the  survey  of  Beardstown  B;tr,  made  in  November  last, 
develops  a  4-foot  depth  of  channel  through  the  bar,  at  low  water,  a  distance  of  5,G(0 
feet.  As  this  was  one-of  the  most  formidable  obstructions  on  the  river,  prior  to  its 
improvement  in  1871  and  1872,  and  the  bar  material  being  of  such  a  character  as  to  lead 
to  some  misgivings  as  to  the  permanency  of  the  work,  we  should  look  upon  this  case 
a  a  good  test  of  the  merits  of  this  system  of  improvements  for  this  river. 

Improvements  of  harbors  or  landings. 

Repeated  applications,  both  written  and  verbal,  have  been  received,  asking  for  a 
small  amount  of  work,  by  dredging,  at  several  landings  on  the  river.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject I  submitted  a  special  report,  d<*ted  Jaly  14, 1876,  an  extract  from  which  I  will  here 
insert,  viz:  '* Concerning  the  improvement  of  harbors  or  landings,  1  wish  to  state,  that 
although  it  may  appear  at  first  thought  to  be  out  of  our  line  of  work,  yet  the  state- 
ment in  the  petition  of  interested  parties,  heretofore  submitted,  is  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. The  local  trade  of  the  river,  especially  in  the  lower  section,  is  quite  important, 
and  the  more  accessible  the  landings  the  more  readily  and  cheaply  can  produce,  «&c., 
be  transferred.  The  time  of  the  boats'  retention  at  these  points  is  full  as  valuable  as 
the  time  occupied  in  passinj^  over  the  bars.  Many  of  the  towns  at  these  landiogs  are 
quite  insignificant  and  of  minor  importance. 

The  adjacent  conntry,  being  highly  improved  and  thickly  settled,  would  no  doubt  be 
materially  benefited  by  these  improvements.  Producers  are  the  parties  more  directly 
interested. 

After  mature  deliberation  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be  incx- 
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pedient  to  apply  the  amonnt  of  funds  estimated  below  in  this  direction^  feeling  eonfi- 
dent  that  such  a  project  will  well  subserve  both  commercial  and  producing  interests. 
The  points  where  this  work  is  required  are  Peoria,  Beardstown,  Meredosiai  Naples, 
Florence,  Montezuma,  Eastport,  a^d  Columbiana. 

E»timaU  of  cost 

Eight  landings  at  a  mean  of  $500  each - |4,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies,  25  per  cent 1,000  OO 

Total :.. 5,000  OO 

I  most  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of  |5,000  be  added  to  the  reyised  esti- 
mate of  funds  wanting  for  the  completion  of  this  work. 

SEVISED  ESTIMATE  OF  COST  OF  COMPLETING  THE  IMPROVEMENT. 

Far  the  narrow  channel. 

In  my  last  annual  report  an  estimate  was  submitted  for  the  completion  of  the  inv 
proyement  below  Big  Blue  River  Bar.  With  the  fund  then  available  and  the  antici- 
pated appropriation  of  August  14, 1876,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  our  ability  to 
provide  a  channel  throughout  this  section  of  the  river,  but,  after  the  completion  of  the 
work  at  Slim  Island,  Bedford,  Pilot's  Peak,  Buckhom,  and  Grand  Pass  Bars,  our  atteu- 
tiou  was  called  to  the  restoring  of  the  channel  at  Sugar  Creek  Bar';  this  exbansted  our 
fund,  but  with  the  allotment  of  $10,000  from  the  appropriation  of  August  14,  1876|  we 
were  enabled  to  re-open  this  channel  and  make  a  partial  inoprovement  of  bar  at  Beards- 
town.  Here  our  new  fund  was  so  far  reduced  as  to  oblige  us  to  suspend  operations  en 
the  15th  day  of  November^  1876. 

The  bars  remaining  unimproved  are  as  follows,  viz : 

In  the  lower  ritery  (below  Naples.) 


List  of  bars. 


Estimated 
cubic  yaxis. 


Big  Bine  Kiver,  (partly  improved  in  1872)  . 

Bevington 

Floren oe 

Atweirs 

Silver  Creek 

Hnrricane  Island 

Twelve  Mile  Inland 

SU-Mile  Islaad 

Total  cabic  yards,  (approximate)  .... 


20,000 
UDOO 

4,(X)0 
11,900 
40.)  ^0 

8,)0O 
25.  »0 
30j)(K> 


133,  M)a 


111  the  upper  river y  (from  Naples  to  Havana^ 

Meredosia  Island,  Meredosia,  Wilson's  Island,  Eagle  Island,  Indian  Creek,  Beaver 
Dam,  bar  at  Beardstown,  Sugar  Creek  Inland,  Sangamon,  Bath  Chute,  Grand  Island^ 
Spoon  Kiver  Bars.    Approximate  amount  of  earth  excavation  is  300^000  cubic  yards. 

In  the  lower  river ;  15*i,  000  cubic' yards. 

In  the  upper  river 300, 000  cubic  yards. 

Total 452, 000  cubic  yards  at  25c©nt8.—  $113,000  00 

7,500  linear  feet  of  dam  at  $3.33|... 25,000  00 

Engineering  and  contingencies - 12^000  00 

Estimated  cost  of  improving  eight  harbors 5,000  00 

Total  estimate '    155.000  00 

Approximate  amount  of  available  fund  June  1, 1877 30, 000  00 

Amount  required  to  be  expended  in  work : 125,000  00 
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Conld  an  appropriation  for  tbiB  amount  ($125,000)  be  secured,  to  be  expended  in 
work  under  contract,  and  the  elements  prove  favorable,  this  improvement  could  be 
completed  as  estimated  by  the  dose  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

MAINTENANCE. 

To  avoid  any  delay  in  the  matter  of  securing  an  equipment  to  be  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Department  direct  for  the  purpose  of  giving  additional  width  to  our  x^resent 
improved  channel,  also  to  work  in  restoring  obstructed  channels  whenever  a  necessity 
for  such  work  occurs,  I  would  most  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  in  former 
reports  that  a  sum  of  $20,000  be  added  to  this  **  estimate  of  fnnds  required  to  be  ex- 
pended in  work,''  making  the  total  sum  desirable  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1879,  $145,000.  This  amount  could  profitably  be  expended  in  the  manner  specified 
above. 

PLANS  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,   1H78. 

Owing  to  the  small  amount  of  funds  available  at  the  present  date,  the  plans  for  the 
ensuing  year  will  be,  after  the  improvement  of  Bath  Chute  by  dredging  and  removing 
logs  and  leaning  trees,  (also  the  partial  closing  of  West  Point  Chute.)  to  work  at  such 
points  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  suggested  by  navigators,  providing  such  can  be 
done  with  due  economy  and  will  be  for  the  general  interest  of  the  public. 

EQUIPMENT. 

The  present  plant  is  as  reported  last  season,  and  is  in  as  efficient  a  condition.  During 
the  past  year  it  has  beeu  under  the  direct  management  of  the  present  contractor,  Mr. 
H.  8.  Brown.  The  amount  of  work  performed  and  the  results  obtained  give  general 
satisfaction. 

The  surveys  after  dredging  the  past  season  develop  a  better-defined  channel  than 
has  heretofore  been  obtained  since  my  connection  with  the*  work. 

Abstract  of  kids  for  the  improvement  of  the  Illinois  Biver,  opened  12  m.  June  8,  1877,  by 
Col.  J.  N.  Macomb,  Corps  of  Engineers^  United  States  Army,  at  Rock  Island,  III. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  INFORMATION. 

For  the  items  under  this  head  embodied  in  my  report  I  am  indebted  to  Messrs.  John 
Hilt,  esq.,  special  deputy  collector,  port  of  Chicago;  John  F.  Long,  esq.,  surveyor  of 
customs,  port  of  8aint  Louis ;  the  collectors  of  the  several  internal- revenue  districts 
mentioned  in  tabulated  statement,  and  to  George  H.  Morgan,  secretary  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Exchange  of  Saint  Louis. 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  amount  of  internal-revenue  collections  for  the 
Stjite  of  Illinois  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1H76,  viz:  $23,699,132.27  ;  this  be- 
ing 21.5  per  centum  of  the  total  internal-revenue  collections  of  the  country  for  that 
year. 

I  can  offer  no  more  weighty  argument  showing  the  importance  or  expediency  of  * 
securing  liberal  appropriations  for  internal  improvements  than  the  above. 

The  tabular  statements  furnished  under  this  heail  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  im- 
portance of  this  water-route  as  compared  with  others. 

I  regret  my  inability  to  secure  commercial  statistics  from  the  upper  river. 

The  trade  from  Bath,  Havana,  Liverpool,  Kingston,  Lancaster,  Pekin,  Peoria,  Lacon, 
Chillicothe,  Henry,  Peru,  and  La  Salle,  to  Cbicago,via  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
is  not  mentioned.    This  must  amount  to  a  large  sum. 

The  coal-trade  of  Kingston,  as  reported  by  the- superintendent  of  the  mines,  Mr.  M. 
O'Shaughnessy,  amounts  to,  annually— 

Tods. 

Shipments  to  Chicago 35,000 

Supplied  to  boats  on  the  river 1 20,000 

Total  annual  products * 55,000 

The  ice-trade  is  stated  to  amount  to  some  150,000  tons  annually,  the  larger  part  of 
which  is  transported  from  La  Salle  and  Peru  to  Saint  Louis  and  points  below. 


Statement  ehowing  the  movement  in  flour  and  grain  for  1876  hy  the  following  routes, 

.  RECBII'TB. 

By- 


Floar.    Wheat 


Corn. 


Oats. 


Bbls.A  Biuh.  Bush. 

r pper  MiflRiMippi  River  boats .- 1  51, 040  '^16,  fi39  305, 3)0 

Lower  Mimlssippi  Kiver  boaU 63. 909  I455,  720  1 5, 7^0 

Illinois  River  boats l  13.577  |618,223  399, »)9 

MiMSoiiri  River  boats .,    4.7;J3  393,900  93a,5ii6 

Ohio,  CnmtferlaDd,  and  Tennessee  River  boats  . .  i         61  ,    1, 636 
Red,  Ouachita,  Arkansas,  and  White  River  boats  1 3, 480 


£wih. 

l,24d,760 

311 

36,386 

11,439 


Rya 


Bu*K 

■20, 732 

1,170 

11.718 

11,  mo 


I 


20 


Barley. 


Biuh. 
377,290 

5,  866  ^ 
33 

1,767 


By- 


New  Orleans  boats. , 

Vicksbnrff  boats 

Mem  phiM  boats 

Ohio,  Caroberland,  and  Tennessee  River  boats 

Upper  Mississippi  River  boats 

Illinois  River  boats 

Missouri  River  boats l 


BhU. 

45V,  Oil 

224, 605 

81, 185 

10, 503 

10, 343 

36, 361 

177 


I  Buih.    '    Biuh. 
37,166  |2,379,9h2 
5,679  ,     144,700 


29,218 

1,332 

47,fi21 

48,895 
54  I 


15,  463 

59.  325 

1.625 

1,600 


Oats. 

Rye. 

Bush. 

Bush. 

1, 225. 669 

68:5 

186, 777 

2,988 

106,785 

830 

176 

8,  615 

1, 131 

3.VI 

162 

144 

365 

108 

Bush. 

5,325 

343 

933 

4.12 

8,:i56 

1,  803 

40 


Statement  showing  the  amountof  freight  in  tons  received  at  Saint  Louis  hy  river  for  five  years. 


Rivers. 


Upper  Mississippi 

Lower  Mississippi. 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Red,  Ouachita,  Arkansas,  and  White, 
Ohio,  Cumberland,  and  Tennessee.... 


1876. 

1875. 

224,860 

198, 100 

147.  185 

128, 020 

129,  940 

153,  995 

50,345 

30, 160 

100 

100 

136,325 

153,150 

1874. 


231,060 
169. 780 
192.770  , 

44.830 
340 

93,985  ' 


1873. 


281. 175 
226.535 
12.5.  715 
38,630 
1,  07.5 
127,925 


1872. 


242.  M4 
29.').  960 
17.5,  370 
26.895 
3,720 
119,390 
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Statement  showing  the  amount  of  freight  in  tons  shipped  from  Saint  Louis  hy  river  for  five 

years. 


Blven. 


Upper  Mississippi 

Lower  Misais£>ippi 

Illinois 

Missouri 

Red,  Ouachita,  Arkansas,  and  White. 

.  Cumberland  and  Tennessee 

Ohio 


1876. 


93,3«0 

379. 970 

90,560 

19,360 


3,015 
83,660 


1375. 


96.225 

367, 215 

18, 470 

S5,100 

1,480 

1.560 

1S9.035 


1874. 


95,80«) 

469. 065 

13. 740 

80,390 

5.445 

2,2S5 

100. 660 


61.986 
525,  445 
11,  COS 
27.  810 
34,640 
2,010 
119.  6tH) 


55,235 
543,  666 
15, 9.10 
27,536 
32,  e90 
2. 240 
127. 985 


Arrivals  and  departures  of  steamboats  and  barges,  1876. 

ARRIVALB. 


, 

a  ' 

i 

•a 

•c 
^ 

. 

1 

i 

3    1 

i 

« 

S 

-&. 

1  ! 

8 

(4 

• 

1 

9 

E 
1 

a* 

OB  g 

p.   ' 

i 

i 

5 

iH 

d 

"3 

^ 

s 

P    ' 

3 

s 

s 

-^ 

i 

& 

& 

& 

1876. 

January 

February 

37 

59 

11 

2 

8 

117 

27 

27,080 

34 

53 

15 

1 

13 

116 

m 

31,060 

March 

60  1 

80 

50 

3 

2 

17 

212 

114 

99,155 

April 

77  ' 

66 

38 

9 

4 

14 

208 

85 

PC,  995 
93.  475 

May 

107  1 

5H 

34 

17 

1 

2 

21 

2^0 

87 

Jane  

92  1 

56 

23 

16 

1 

12 

200 

108 

76,96.% 

Julv 

9H  i 

54 

25 

14 

2 

11 

2n4 

48 

54,940 

Aup^ust 

101  1 

.'>2 

32 

•   18 

2 

10 

215 

36 

54,  440 

September 

98  1 

50 

25 

13 

1 

7 

194 

33 

53, 230 

October 

105 

66 

22 

10 

2 

7 

212 

51 

62.085 

NoTember 

96  ' 

62 

23 

6 

1 

7 

195 

39 

48, 155 

December 

3| 

5 

1 

9 

5 

1, 175 

.... 

Total 

908  , 

1 

661 

299 

106 

2 

19 

127 

i,122 

683 

688,753 

DEPABTUREfl. 


1 

1 

4 
1 

2 

M 

:^ 

8. 

if 

n 

a 
0 

3 

a 

i 

H 

1 

1876. 
Janaary - 

34 
35 
62 

83 
107 
99 
99 
100 
104 

go 

-  88 

1 

52 
57 

59 
58 
53 
50 
50 
49 
72 
65 
1 

12 
15 
48 
36 
3tf 
25 
24 
32 
24 
21 
90 

i 

7 

15 
18 
16 
19 
18 
13 

t 

1 

4 

1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 

7 

8 

10 

15 

22 

12 

12 

.12 

7 

9 

8 

106 
116 
214 
209 
239 
207 
206 
214 
199 
212 
185 
11 

3'9, 725 

February 

43,  725 

.     82,860 

64  205 

March 

Anril 

M2y  ---::-:- :-•::: 

jnne 

63,970 
64,  975 
52.  .VK) 
4H,  rS'l 

July 

AUfnSt    r  n  T  .-r       r-,       - r--T-.- 

Sept4*mber 

41,  245 

October 

52. 17(» 

ICovember  ....................... 

41,040 

December 

5,735 

Total 

911 

658 

289 

117 

21 

122 

2,118 

600,1(0 

CUSTOMS- REVENUE. 


The  work  of  improvine  the  Illinois  River  is  entirely  within  the  customs-district  of 
New  Orleans,  and  extends  from  La  Salle,  97  piiles  from  Chicag(»,  to  Grafton,  ou  the 
Mississippi,  46  miles  from  Saint  Loais. 
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The  total  length  of  the  section  of  river  is  223  miles  by  survey,  or  269  miles  by  steam- 
boatmen's  card-distaDces. 
The  amount  of  castoms-reventie  collected  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  \ras — 

At  Chicago 11,667,165  08 

At  Saint  Louis 1,568,759  31 

The  tonnage  of  the  Illinois  River,  as  enrolled  at  the  port  of  Saint  Louis,  is  20,253, 
(including  ice-barges.) 

I2$TERNAL  REVENUE. 

The  internal-revenue  districts  directly  connected  with  the  Illinois  River  and  the  Illi- 
noia  and  Michigan  Canal,  and  the  amount  of  collections  reported,  are  as  follows,  viz : 


Kame  of  collector. 


1.  J.D.Harvey 

2.  N.B.  Allen 

4.  John  TilUon  

5.  Howaul  K II owls  . 
8.  J.  Merriaiu , 


Post-office  or  residoDoe. 


For  the  year       .  „„„„* 
eDdln^-     I     Amount. 


Chicago 'Dec.  ,31,1876 

Aurora Dec  31,1876 

Qnincy - JuDe30,l{<76 

Peoria   1  Dec.  31,1876 

Spilugfleld Feb.  28,1877 


Total  for  State  of  Illinois ,  June  30, 1876    23,699,132  27 


$8,  971, 146  26 

287.  786  30 

l,77.*i.  13.5  II 

8.  5'/t.  072  71 

2.  755.  009  50 


Bdiog  21.5  per  cent,  of  the  total  internal-revenue  collections  of  the  cjuntry. 
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CUSTOM-WAKEHOUSE  TRANSACTIONS,  PORT  OF  SAINT  I/)UI8,  DURING  1876. 


;  Foreijni  value    Duty  on  ware- !  Fore!{;n  value 
j    warehoused.    !       hooaals.  withdrawn. 


In  warehouse  December  31. 1875 $75, 907  00 

Transactions  during  the  year [      2, 371, 159  00 


ToUl I      2,447,066  00 

In  warehouse  December  31, 1876 |  14, 594  00 


$46, 636  00 
1, 448, 069  7a 


1,  494,  705  7-2 
14, 647  33 


12, 430, 923  00 


2, 430, 923  00 


Duty  paid  on 
withdrawals. 


$1,  478, 984  21 


1,  478,  984  21 


Dutiable  value  of  foreign  importa  into  Saint  Louis. 


1869 $3,272,276 

1870 3,848,000 

1871 5,129,000 

1872 5,060,000 


1873 (4,055,000 

1874 4,469,000 

1875 2.292,000 

1876 3,100,000 


1873 Jl,376,466  32 

1874 1,674.116  53 

lrJ75 1,159,849  17 


Duty  colUcted  last  four  years, 

1876 81,748,374  30 


Totftl 5,958,806  30 
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DRAW-BRIDGES,  (SUSBR-BOOMS  AND  BOOM-PIERS.) 

As  the  above  sabjeot  is  freqaently  agitated  by  Davigaton  of  the  Illinois  Blrer,  and 
repeated  requests  made  that  proteotioD-works  be  oonstmcted  to  facilitate  the  passage 
of  boats  and  tows  through  bridges^  and  as  the  oot  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1875, 
only  makes  provision  for  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  Biver,  I  respectfully  ask  thai 
a  copy  of  yonr  letter  on  this  subject  to  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  June  15, 1874,  be 
here  inserted. 

United  States  Engineer  Offioe, 

Jiock  Island,  III,  June  15, 1874. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  rpceipt  of  your  favor  of  the  11th 
instant,  calling  upon  mn  for  an  early  report  u|>on  the  inclosed  printed  act,  first  seesion 
Forty-third  Congress,  H.  R.  3379,  by  the  Hon.  Z.  Chandler,  chairman  of  Committee  on 
Commerce,  United  States  Senate,  which  was  referred  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War  for 
any  '*  information  as  to  the  necessity  of  proposed  law,  together  with  suggestions  or 
recommendations." 

The  papers  are  respectfully  returned  with  the  following  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendatious : 

Isr.  That  the  bill  should  be  made  to  include  in  its  provisions  the  Illinois  River,  and 
ts  bridges  and  piers. 

i  2d.  Instead  of  making  it  mandatory  that  all  hndge-jnera  on  the  Mississippi  River 
and  Illinois  River  should  have  sheer-booms  on  their  up-stream  ends,  it  should  be 
enacted  that  sheer-booms  and  boom-piers  be  placed  above  such  pier  or  piets  in  said 
rivers,  and  of  such  construction  as  the  Army  engineer  having  charge  of  the  improve- 
ment of  said  rivers  may  direct,  the  same  to  be  constructed  and  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  snch  companies  or  owners  of  the  piers  in  question. 

The  necessity  of  such  a  law  is  obvious  to  the  navigators  of  those  rivers  and  to  the 
engineers  in  charge  of  the  river  improvements,  and  its  enactment  would  conduce  greatly 
to  the  facilitating  of  the  navigation  of  said  rivers. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  Macomb, 
.  Colimel  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

CUtf  of  EngineerSy  U,  5.  A, 

Accompanying  this  report  are  maps  of  Slim  Island  and  Bedford;  (1)  Pilot's  Peak 
(2)  Buokhom,  (3)  and  Grand  Pass  (4)  Bars— scale  800  feet  to  I  inch,  (7i/}nr)~-fihowing 
the  system  pursued  in  dredging,  and  the  contraction  of  channel  by  means  of  brush  and 
stone  dams,  and  earth  dikes  built  with  dredged  material.    Also  a  copy  of  water-record 
for  the  fiscal  year. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  several  members  of  the  engineer 
force  merit  your  favor  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  them. 
The  present  organization  is  complete ;  the  members  are  energetic  and  reliable. 
Very  respectfully  submitt-ed. 
Your  most  ob(  diont  servant, 

R.  A.  Brown. 
Col.  J.  N.  Macomb, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  8.  A, 
36  £ 
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Ulinaia  Biver  iMprwen\mt--^ioaUr  record  from  July  1, 1876,  to  June  29, 1877. 


1.. 
«.. 
3., 
4.. 

5.. 
6.. 
7.. 
8.. 

9;. 

10.. 
11.. 
18.. 
13.. 
U.. 
15.. 
16.. 
17,. 
18.. 
19.. 
SO.. 
21.. 
SS.. 
93.. 
S4.. 
S5.. 


29. 
30. 
31. 


Day. 


Mmha.. 


t 


9.6 
9.6 
9.8 
10.3 
10.7 


13.4 
13.1 
12.8 
12.7 
12.7 
12.6 
19.4 
1&2 
11.1 
11.9 
11.6 
11.3 
11.0 
10.9 
10.6 


11.8 
11.4 
10,9 
10.4 


11.5 


9.9 
9l5 
9.0 
8.7 
&3 
8.1 
7.4 
7.1 
6.7 
6.4 
6.1 
5.9 
5.6 
5.3 
5.1 
4.9 
4.7 
5i0 
5.5 
5.4 
5.0 
4.4 
4.2 
4.0 
3.9 
4.1 
3.9 
3.8 
3.5 
3.3 
3.2 


6.7 


3.3 
4.5 
4.5 
4.0 

a« 

5.5 
7.6 
9.0 
10.1 
10.5 
10.7 
10.8 
10.8 
10.6 
10.4 
10.4 
10.1 
9.8 
9.4 

a4 

7.8 
7.2 
6.6 
6.1 
5.7 
&5 
5.4 
5.2 
5.0 
4.9 


4.7 
4.3 
.4.2 
4.4 
4.2 
4.0 
3.9 


4.8 
4.7 
4.5 
4.3 
4.1 
4.0 
4.0 
3.8 
3.7 
3.6 
3.6 
3.6 
&6 
3.6 
3.6 
3.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.8 
3.8 

as 

3.6 


3.9 


I 


>Z5 


4.4 

5.3 
5  6 
6.5 
6.9 
6.9 
&9 
5.8 
6.0 
6.3 
6.3 
6.3 
6.2 
6.1 
6.1 
5.9 
5.8 
5.7 
5.7 
5.-i 
6.7 
6.8 
6.8 
6.8 
6.8 
6.9 
6.9 
6.8 
6.9 
6.5 


6.2 


6.4 
&3 
6.3 
6.2 
6.0 
5.8 
5.6 
5.5 
5.1 
5.1 
5.^ 
4.9 
4.8 
4.7 
4.6 
4.8 
4w3 
4.3 
4.3 
4.2 
4.1 
3.9 
3.8 
3.7 
3.6 
3.5 
3.4 
3.3 
3.2 

ai 
ao 


4.6 


g 


5.0 

ao 
ao 
ao 
ao 

2.9 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.5 
2,5 
2.5 
2.5 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 
9.7 

ai 


2.6 


4.0 
5.3 
6.1 
6.5 
6.8 
7.0 
7.2 
7.4 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.1 
7.0 
6.7 
6.8 
6.8 
6w7 
6.6 
6.5 
6.4 
6.5 
6.3 
6.3 
6.2 
6.1 
6.0 
6.0 
5.9 


6.5 


5. 8     11. 2 
5.8  I  11.7 


5.8 
5.8 
5.8 
5.8 
5.7 
5.7 
5.6 
5.5 
5.5 
5l5 
5.5 
5.5 
5.6 
5.7 
5.8 
5.8 
6.0 
6.1 
6.6 
7.0 
7.4 
7.8 
8.0 

a2 

8.5 
9.2 
9.9 
10.2 
10.5 


12.2 
12.5 
12.9 

ia» 

1X4 
ia7 
14.0 
14.2 
14.4 
14.5 
14.5 
14.5 
14.5 
M.3 
14.4 
14.2 
14.1 
14.0 

ia9 
ia7 
ia5 
ia2 
lai 

12.9 
12.8 
12.6 
12.5 
12:4 


6.7  j  ia4 


12.3 
Iflll 
12.2 
12.3 
12.3 
12.3 
12.3 
12.3 
12.3 
12.3 
12l3 
12.3 
12.2 
12.2 
12L1 
19.0 
12.0 
12.0 
12.0 
12.0 
12.0 
1L8 
11.6 
11.4 
11.9 
11.0 
11.8 
9.3 
9.1 
&8 
&5 


8L9 
7.9 
7.6 
7.3 
7.»3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.3 
7.2 
7.0 
6.8 
6.5 
6.3 
6.0 
5.8 
5.6 
5.3 
5.2 
5.7 
6.4 
6.8 
7.1 
7.8 
7.2 
7.9 

a4 

8.7 
8,9 


1L5 
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ILLINOIS    RIVER    IMPROVEMENT. 


aRAND   PASS  BAR. 


U- 


J3L- 


•  CALC. 


ia-/'- 


Sketch  showiihg  details  of  work,  to  he  append- 
ed to  the  Annual  Report  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1877,  by  CoL 
J.  J\r.  Macomb,  Corps  (tf  Engineers,  U.  S.  Army. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  MAJOR  F.  U.  PARQUHAR,  CORPS  OF 
BNQINBBBS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 
1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.jJuly  11,  1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
of  operations  at  the  several  works  ander  my  charge  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1H77. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  U.  Farquhar, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineer&y  U.  8.  A. 


Major  of  Engineers. 


Q  I. 

IMPROVING  FALLS  OF  SAINT  ANTHONY,  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

The  dike  was  finished  November  24,  1876.  Pipes  were  laid  through 
the  wall  from  the  tunnel  and  from  a  point  400  feet  west  of  the  main 
abaft.  These  pipes  were  brought  to  the  main  shaft  and  carried  up  it. 
The  heights  of  water  in  these  pipes  show  that  the  wall  fulfills  its  pur- 
pose of  cutting  off  the  percolating  underneath  the  lime-rock.  The 
whole  leakage  of  the  wall  does  not  exceed,  with  a  head  of  water  of  12 
feet  over  its  top,  two  tJiirds  of  a  cubic  foot  per  second,  and  this  is  grad- 
ually lessening.  A  full  head  has  not  been  put  upon  the  dike,  as  it  is 
desirable  to  allow  the  concrete  which  forms  it  to  thoroughly  harden. 

The  filling  of  the  old  tunnel  and  its  branches  and  the  breaches  in  the 
limestone  above  the  dike  with  well-raminecl  gravel  was  completed  early 
in  November.  The  total  amount  of  gravel  put  in  was  22,329  cubic 
yards. 

Two  rolling  dams  were  built  on  the  limestone  ledge  on  the  be<l  of  the 
river  above  the  falls  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  limestone. 

Some  slight  reimirs  were  made  to  the  apron,  and  191  cubic  yards  of 
enrockment  placed  at  the  east  end  of  the  foot  of  the  apron. 

The  works  of  filling  the  tunnel,  &c.,  and  building  the  rolling  dams 
were  done  by  contract;  all  other  work  was  done  by  hired  labor.  Assist- 
ant Bugineer  J.  L.  Gillespie  was  in  local  charge,  and  to  his  energy  and 
intelligence  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  work  is  largely  due. 
A  copy  of  his  report  is  given  below. 

During  the  present  season  it  is  proposed  to  remodel  the  apron  by  ex- 
tending the  middle  slope  to  the  western  side  of  the  falls,  and  Uf  protect 
its  foot  by  an  enrockment  of  bowlders.  Oontraots  have  baen  made  for 
supplying  the  necessary  lumber  and  stone. 
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It  is  hoped  that  this  will  finish  all  the  necessary  work  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  and  there  is  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  on  hand  to  do  it. 

A  complete  and  detailed  report  of  all  the  work  done  at  the  Falls  of 
Saint  Anthony  will  be  made  as  soon  as  the  work  is  finished.  The  only 
work  recommended  by  the  Board  of  En^neers  of  1874  that  remains  to 
be  finished  is  the  upper  dike.  It  is  believed  that  its  construction  is 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  already  constructed  lower  dike. 

The  origiDal  estimate  of  the  Board  of  Enffiaeere  of  1874  (see  ptkge  385, 
Part  I.Aunaal  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Eni^ineerB,  1874)  was  #419,792. 
Owing  to  unforeseen  contingencies  this  estimate  was  increased  (see  page 
700,Part  I,  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876)  to |529,726  31 

There  has  boen  appropriated , 345,000  00 

There  has  been  expended  as  follows : 

Construction of^ike $211,089  46 

Construction  of  rolling  dams 24,957  a9 

Repairs  of  apron .25,715  26 

Repairs  of  cofier-dams  and  work  necessary  to  repair  damages  made  by 

river 18,017  49 

Filling  of  excavations  through  and  ander  limestone  ledge  above  the  dike.  7, 811  92 

Total 287,591  42 


lleport  of  mr.  j.  l.  gtllbspib,  assistant  bxoixiskr. 

United  States  Enoinebk  Officb, 

Saint  Paul,  Minn,^  June  30,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony  dnring  the  year  ending  June  30,  1877 : 

concrbtb  dikb. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  portion  of  the  dike  east  of  the  .<^haft  was  com- 

{)leted,  with  the  exception  of  the  filling  of  127  feet  of  the  upper  and  170  feet  oF  the 
ower  drift ;  west  of  the  shaft  both  upper  and  lower  drifts  remained  to  be  filled.  Work 
on.the  dike  was  suspended  from  March  14,  1876,  until  September  1, 1876,  owing  to 
lack  of  funds,  the  lower  drifts  in  the  mean  time  being  allowed  to  fill  with  water.  After 
resuming  work  the  filling  of  the  drifts  was  carried  on  without  interruption  and  the  dike 
complete  November  24,  1876,  the  total  amount  of  concrete  put  in  during  the  year 
being  3,398  cubic  yards.  The  whole  amount  of  concrete  used  in  building  the  dike  was 
14,882  cubic  yards. 

The  water  from  the  large  spring  entering  the  lower  drift  at  the  angle  in  the  dike, 
400  feet  west  of  the  shaft,  was  carried  by  an  iron  pipe  2  inches  in  diameter  to  the  up-' 
per  drift,  and  thence  to  the  shaft,  where  a  perforated  pipe  serves  as  a  gauge  of  the  head 
of  water  on  the  upper  side  of  the  dike.  A  similar  pipe  connects  directly  with  the 
original  tunnel  at  the  shaft. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  main  tunuel,  the  dike  was  widened  to  about  10  feet  and  the 
shaft  filled  with  concrete  and  gravel  to  within  8  feet  of  the  lime-rock.  A  heavy  wall 
of  masonry  was  then  built  across  the  shaft  at  right  angles  with  the  dike  to  give  greater 
strength  at  that  point,  and  the  space  west  of  this  wall  filled  with  gravel.    • 

In  building  the  dike  a  drain-pipe  12  inches  in  diameter  was  laid  through  it  in  the 
west  branch  of  the  tunnel,  to  carry  oflf  the  drainage  from  the  old  tunnel  above.  On 
the  completion  of  the  work  this  drain  was  closed  by  a  plug  in  which  a  pipe  3  inches  in 
diameter  provided  with  a  stdp-valve  was  inserted. 

When  a  head  of  water  was  raised  on  the  upper  side  of  the  dike  by  closing  this  valve 
it  was  found  that  a  small  stream  passed  over  the  dike  through  a  vertical  seam  in  the 
lime-rock  about  100  feet  west  of  the  west  branch  of  the  tunnel,  the  wat«r  flowing 
through  a  cavity  at  the  back  of  the  wijl  and  discharging  in  the  west  branch.  To 
prevent  this  the  cavity  was  cleaned  out,  a  drift  excavated  along  the  back  of  the  wall 
to  the  seam  and  the  water  conveyed  by  an  iron  pipe  to  the  west  braaoh.  The  cavity 
and  drift  were  lined  with  concrete  and  refilled*  A  wall  of  masonry  faced  with  brick 
was  also  built  across  the  west  branch  of  the  tunnel  at  the  back  of  the  dike  to  increase 
its  strength  at  that  point. 
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It  havinfit  1>md  observed  that  the  disoharge  of  a  spriog  entering  the  west  branch  of 
the  tunnel  about  50  feet  below  the  dike  was  somewhat  affected  by  the  head  of  water 
above  the  dike,  it  was  decided  to  ont  through  the  lining  of  the  tunnel  and  follow  the 
stream  to  its  source.  This  work  is  now  in  progress.  The  spring  is  supplied  from  two 
sources,  principally  from  the  bed  of  the  river  Mow  the  dik^,  and  secondly  from  some 
slight  leakage  from  above  the  wall,  probably  at  the  point  where  it  passes  the  break 
of  August,  1875.  The  water  will  be  confined  to  pipes  and  the  drift  and  cavities  in  the 
sand-rook  filled  with  masonry  and  sand.  This  work  will  be  completed  early  in  the 
coming  month. 

The  total  cost  of  the  dike  to  March  31, 1877,  was  |210,735.25;  the  supplementary 
work  above  referred  to  will  increase  the  total  expenditure  on  account  of  the  dike  to 
about  $212,000.  The  cost  per  cubic  yard  of  the  dike  as  completed,  including  all  labor, 
material,  superintendence,  and  incidentals,  has  been  $14.16.  While  the  dike  has  not 
as  yet  been  subjected  to  the  test  of  a  full  head  of  water  on  its  upper  side,  yet  a  care- 
ful and  constant  comparison  of  the  ganges  and  frequent  experiments  in  raising  and 
lowering  the  head  leaves  no  doubt  that  It  Is  fulfilling  the  purpose  for  which  It  was  de- 
signed and  that  it  aflfords  full  protection  against  the  nndertnlning  action  of  water  from 
the  river  above. 

THE  APROK* 

Some  necessary  repairs. have  been  made  at  the  foot  of  the  apron,  and  about  200  cub'o 
yards  of  bowlders  put  in  to  check  the  abrading  action  of  Che  water.  The  alnount  ex- 
pended for  this  work  during  the  year  was  $960  60. 

During  this  season  it  is  proposed  to  remodel  the  apron  by  removing  the  present  west 
wing  and  rebuilding  it,  to  form  a  continuation  of  the  plane  of  the  present  center  sec- 
tion, thereby  doubling  the  width  of  water-way  at  the  foot.  Should  the  funds  availa- 
bly for  this  work  permit,  it  is  also  proposed  to  extend  the  east  wing  about  100  feet 
down  stream.  ' 

A  contract  for  furnishing  lumber  for  this  work  was  awarded  June  25, 1877,  to  Messrs. 
Cole  &  Hammond,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.    A  contract  was  also  awarded  on  the  same 
day  to  Mr.  Fendall  G.  Winston,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  for  furnishing  and  putting  in* 
place  at  the  foot  of  the  apron  450  cords  of  bowlders. 

It  is  believed  that  this  enrockment,  together  with  the  increased  water-way,  will 
eflfectnally  prevent  any  further  underbiiniug  of  the  foot  of  the  apron,  and  render  the 
structure  permanent. 

KOLLINO  DAM». 

On  September  1, 1876,  a  contract  was  executed  with  Messrs.  Cook  &.  Folsom  for  the 
construction  of  two  timber  damson  the  ledge  below  the  Water-Power  Company's  dams, 
to  protect  the  surface  of  the  lime-rock  from  the  action  of  ice. 

The  dams  were  built  of  12'inch  by  12-inch  pine  timber  bolted  together  and  to  the 
rock  with  iron  bolts,  the  crib- work  filled  compactly  with  stone  and  covered  with  two 
courses  of  plank  8  inches  and  4  inches  respectively  in  thickness.  The  crests  of  the 
dams  are  protected  by  plates  of  tank-iron  one-quarter  inch  thick.  At  each  end  of  the 
upper  dam  ice-piers  are  built  on  the  Water-Power  Company's  dams  to  protect  it  from 
the  falling  ice.  This  dam  is  located  720  feet  above  the  crest  of  the  falls,  and  is  about 
5i  feet  high. 

The  lower  dam  is  built  at  the  crest  of  the  falls,  6^  feet  high,  and  forms  a  con  tin  nation 
of  the  apron.  Crib-piers  are  built  at  each  end,  as  a  protection  to  neighboring  property 
against  high  water. 

The  tntnl  cost  of  the  dams  and  protection -piers,  including  superintendence,  was 

The  upper  dam  was  completed  in  October,  1876,  and  the  lower  in  January,  1877. 

QRAVEL-FUJJNG. 

A  contract  was  executed  with  Messrs.  Henry  &  Abraham,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
September  1, 1876,  for  tilling  all  tunnels  and  cavities  in  the  sand-rock  above  the  dike 
with  gravel.  Work  under  this  contract  was  satisfactorily  completed  November  14, 
1876.  Material  for  filling  the  main  tunnel  and  ea^t  passages  was  brought  from  the 
east  bank  of  the  river  by  portable  track  and  cats ;  that  for  the  opening  west  of  Nicollet 
Island  from  the  embankment  at  the  head  of  the  limestone  ledge.  The  total  amount  of 
gravel-filling  put  in  was  22,829  cubic  yards,  at  a  cost,  including  superintendence,  of 
$7,811.92. 

With  the  completion  of  the  above  mentioned  work  on  the  apron,  it  is  believed  that 
everything  neceBsary  to  the  preservation  of  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony  has  been  accom- 
plisbfd. 

During  the  past  season  I  have  been  assiHted  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Donglass,  inspector  of 
dams,  Mr.  H.  £.  Stevens,  inspector  of  gravel-filliug,*  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Weeks,  overseer  of 
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work  on  tlie  concrete  dikp,  to  all  of  whom  I  am  greatly  indebtt'd  for  the  faithful  and 
able  nianer  in  whidh  they  have  pei-formed  all  the  duties  devolving  upon  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

J.   L.  GlIXTCdPIK, 

Aseietant  Engineer. 
Maj.  F.  U.  Farquhar, 

CwpB  of  Engineers y  U,  S,  A. 

As  reported  in  my  last  aDnaal  report,  proposals  for  biiildiog  the  roll- 
ing-dams and  for  furnishing  and  putting  in  place  gravel  were  opened 
June  29,' 1870,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season  that  the  appro- 
priation became  available  the  contracts  w€re  not  awarded  until  Septem- 
ber 1,  1876.  The  contract  for  building  the  rolling-dams  was  made  with 
Messrs.  Cook  &  Folsom,  and  that  lor  gravel-tilling  with  Messrs.  Henry 
&  Abraham. 

After  due  advertising  contracts  were  made  with  Messrs.  Gole  &  Ham- 
mond for  furnishing:  the  necessary  lumber  for  remodeling  the  apron,  and 
with  Mr.  Fendall  G.  Winston  for  furnifc^hing  and  putting  in  the  bowlders 
that  are  to  form  the  enrockment  at  the  foot  of  the  apron.  The  abstracts 
of  proposals  received  are  hereto  attached. 

ABSTRACT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  FOR  THR  PRESERVATION  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  SAIXT 

ANIUONY. 

Byactapproved  July  11,  1870 *^50,000"00 

By  act  approved  March  3,  1871 .' *60,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  10,  1872 *50,000  00 

'  By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 *50,000  00 

By  act  approved  June  *23, 1874 <»..  125,000  00 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 100,000  00 

By  act  approved  August  14,  1^76 120,000  00 

545,000  00 

Original  estimate  for  carrying  out  preseut  project 5;i9, 726  31 

Eemaining  to  be  appropriated 184,726  31 

Money  statement. 

July  1,1876,  amount  availame $3,062  38 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 120,000  00 

$123, 062  .S8 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 64,081  86 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 482  12 

64,563  98 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available .58,498  40 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 184,726  35 

*  These  sums  were  used  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  plan. 
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Abstract  for  proposals  for  furnishing  stone  at  the  Falls  of  Saini  Anthony ^  opened  June  25, 
1877,  by  MaJ,  F.  U.  Farquhar,  Corps  of  En^neers,  U.  8.  A, 


Name  and  lesidenoe  of  bidders. 


Priee 

COJ 


sr 


McDongall  &  McLennan.  Dnlutb,  Minn. 

Ed^r  Folsom,  Minneapolis,  Minn 

Fendall  G.  Winston* 

Breeu  <&  Young,  Saint  Paul,  Minn , 


117  90 
19  50 

14  50 

15  50 


'  Contract  awarded  to  Fendall  G.  TTinston. 


Q    2. 

IMPROVING  THE   MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ABOVF.  THE   FALLS  OP   S^VINT  AN- 
THONY, MINNESOTA. 

No  work  was  done  last  season.  Work  for  this  season  eotumeiiced  at 
Battle  Kapids,  41  miles  above  Minneapolis,  the  last  week  in  May.  It 
is  being  done  by  hired  labor,  use  being  made  of  the  steam  crane-scow 
built  in  1874.  All  that  can  be  done  during  the  present  season  is  the 
bettering  of  the  navigation  at  a  few  of  the  worst  places  on  the  river, 
viz,  Battle  Eapids,  Houghton's  Flats,  (Spring  Kapids,  and  Dayton 
Ilapids. 

A  light  self-propelling  dredge  should  be  built,  but  the  present  appro- 
priation is  too  small  to  build  it  and  do  any  work.  It  is  possible  that  the 
steam  crane-scow  can  be  fitted  up  with  dredging  apparatus  and  a  stern- 
wheel.  Estimates  will  be  forwarded  for  this  fitting  up  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  made  by  competent  persons. 

The  estimate  for  improving  the  Mississippi  River  between  the  Falls  of 
Saint  Anthony  and  Sauk  Eapids  (see. page  452,  Part  II,  Annual  Eeport 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875)  was  $144,607.60.  Since  this  estimate 
there  has  been  appropriated  $20,000,  leaving  $124,667.50  to  be  still 
appropriated.  If  the  work  is  to  continue,  at  least  $50,000  should  be 
appropriated  annually. 

The  whole  commerce  on  this  part  of  the  river  is  carried  on  one  small 
steamboat  and  its  attendant  barges. 

Its  navigation  and  the  work  of  improvement  of  the  river  is  seriously 
hindered  by  the  running  of  loose  logs  from  the  pineries  to  Minneapolis. 

ABSTRACT    OF  APPROPRIATIONS    MADE   FOR  IMPROVING    THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  ABO\nB 
THE  FALLS  OF  8AIKT  ANTHONY. 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874* $25,000 

By  act  approved  August  14, 1876 20,000 

45,000 

Original  estimate  for  the  work  between  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony  and 

Saint  Cloud,  Minn $144,667  50 

Remaining  to  be  appropriated 89,667  50 

*  Made  and  expended  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  project. 
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Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $20y  000  00 

July  1, 1877,  aiuoant  expended  durin>jr  liscal  year |l,3ri6  78 

July  1, 1877,  oatetanding  littbilitiee 1,923  20 

3,289  98 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available 16,710  02 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 124, 667  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1879.  50, 000  00 


Q3. 

CONSTKUCTION  OF  LOCK  AND  DAM  ON  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  AT  MEEKER'S 

ISLAND.  MINNESOTA. 

No  work  has  been  done  here,  as  no  funds  were  available,  because  the 
parties  holding  the  land-grant  have  not  made  any  acceptable  release,  as 
required  by  the  act  approved  March  3,  1875. 

The  State  of  Minnesota  should  annul  the  grant  to  the  parties  now 
holding  the  land-grant,  and  release  the  same  to  the  [Jnited  States. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  carry  on  thin  work,  a  sum  not  less  than 
$300,0  )0  should  be  appropriated  for  the  liscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. 

Money  statement, 
July  1, 1^76,  amount  available $i25,000  CO 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2.\000  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 92*^,  121  46 

Amount  that  can  be  prolitubly  expended  in  dscal  year  eudiu^j;  June  30,  lti79    300, 000  00 


Q4- 

IMPROVING  MINNESOTA  RIVER. 

No  work  was  done  last  season,  as  no  funds  were  avail.ible. 

A  contract  was  made  July  3,  1877,  witli  Messrs.  Douglass  &  Winston 
Brothers,  for  removing  snags,  &c.,  commencing  where  the  last  work 
terminated,  and  working  down  stream. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  there  has  been  no  commerce  on  the  river 
above  Little  Eapids,  nor  is  it  probable  there  will  be  any  until  the  lock 
and  dam  at  Little  Bapids  are  built. 

If  boats  could  run  during  the  whole  season  on  the  river,  the  work  of 
pulling  ont  snags,  &c.,  would  be  of  at  least  some  temporary  good,  but 
until  Little  Bapids  are  made  passable  such  work  is  useless. 

The  original  estimate  for  removing  snags,  overhanging  trees,  &c., 
was  $37,000,  (see  page  260,  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 
for  1807.)  In  1869  this  estimate  was  increased  by  $15,000,  (see  page  191, 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1869,)  making  a  total  of 
$52,000. 

There  has  been  spent  $77,879.16  in  removing  snags,  &c.,  and  there 
are  plenty  more  in  the  river. 

Every  high  water  brings  in  many  snags. 
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At  least  $60,000  should  be.  appropriated  for  commenclDg  the  constrac- 
tion  of  the  lock  and  dam  at  Little  Rapids. 

ABSTRACT    OF    AFFBOPRIAHOKS    MADB    FOR    T&X    IBfPROVSMBNT  OF    THE    BCINNBSOTA 

RIVKR. 

By  act  approved  March  2, 1867 $37,500 

By  act  approved  July  11, 1870 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1871 •. 10,000 

By  act  approved  June  10, 1872 10,000 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1873 10,000 

By  act  approved  June  23, 1874 •lO.OOO' 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875 10,000 

By  act  approved  August  14, 1876 10,000 

107,600 

Money  statement 

July  i,  1876,  amount  available $14  44 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aoguat  14,  1876 10, 000  00 

$10,014  44 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 22  60 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 28  48 

51  Oa 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 0,963  36 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  pro- 
ject, (lock  and  dam,  Little  Rapids) 127,463  OS. 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1879,  (lock  and  dam.  Little  Bapids) 60,000  0(^ 

*  Used  in  making  survey  of  river. 
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Qs. 

IMPROVING  CHIPPEWA  RIVER,  WISCONSIN. 

No  work  was  done  during  the  last  fiscal  jear.  A  contract  was  en- 
tered into  with  Messrs.  Winston,  Douglass  &  Winston,  July  2, 1877,  for 
building  brush  and  stone  jetties  at  the  month  of  the  river. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  at  the  mouth  was  $27,800,  (see  page 
709,  Part  1,  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876.) 

Owing  to  the  low  prices,  the  present  appropriation  will  finish  aboat' 
half  the  work  at  this  locality. 

A  lock  and  dam  is  being  built  on  the  middle  of  the  rapids  at  the 
Lower  Dalles,  by  a  corporation  under  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Eaa 
Clflire  and  the  authority  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

The  estimate  of  tie  cost  o'*  improving:  the  river  below  Ea.u  Olaire  was 
$139,892  50,  (see  Aunual  Reports  of  the  OUief  of  Eiiglneer;$  for  1876  and 
1876.)  Of  this  amount,  $64,102.50  are  estimated  as  the  cost  of  protect- 
ing the  five  high  sand-banks  below  Eau  Claire. 

If  the  work  of  improving  this  river  is  to  continue,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  Congress  l>e  asked  to  appropriate  the  above  amount  for  pro- 
tecting the  high  banks,  and  an  additional  sum  of  $!JO,000  to  ooiitinne 
the  work  of  building  wing-daois  and  jetties. 

Honey  statement 

AmoQut  appropriated  by  act  approved  An^jnat  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 

Jaly  1, 1877,  amuuDt  expended  chiriog  fiacal  year $3  94 

July  1,  lb77,  outstanding  liabilltiea 24  24 

28  18 

July  1, 1877,  amoant  available 9,971  82 

Amonnt  (estimated)  reqnired  for  completion  of  existing  |>roj60t 129, 892  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fl»cal  year  ending  Jnne  :I0, 1879: 

For  protecting  bigh  sund-banks $64,102  50?  q.  irv>  ka 

Forwing^ams..: VoOO  OaJ  84.102  50 


Abstract  ofproposah  for  oonstrtiolina  jetUea  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chippewa  Biver,  WUooMim, 
opened  June  30, 1877,  tfy  MsJ,  i\  V,  Farquhar^  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 


bidders. 

For    farnlshioK 
and  pnttinfc  in 
place  brnsb^ 
3,300  cnbio  yds. 

For    fnrniahing 
and  puttlnfs  in 
plMoe    stone— 
4,950  cubic  ydt. 

Aggregate. 

Bemarka. 

Price. 

Amount 

Price. 

Amount. 

WiMton.  I)onffIa«8  3t  Win- 

aton.  MiDneapoUs.  Mlun. 
John  GiiKe.  Watopa.  Minn  .. 
CharleftR  Rmi^.  Wabasha  w, 

Minn. 
Warron  &  MoXtongaU,  Min. 

neapolia,  Minn. 
Farrell  &  Smyth,  Saint  Paul, 

Minn. 

Edgar  Folaom,  Minneapolia, 
Minn. 

10  78 

60 
1  15 

84 

1  85 

1  49 

IS.  574  60 

1.980  00 
3,795  00 

8,773  00 

•0  791 
1  58 

1  ao 

1  39 
1  75 

1  79 

13,935  35 

7.831  00 
5.040  00 

6,385  50 

•6.509  35 

9.801  00 
9,735  00 

9.157  50 

Contract  awarded. 
Informal;  no  seals  st' 

4, 917  00 

3,860  50 

13.777  50 

tached  to  signatnree 
of  guarantors. 
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Q  6, 

IMPROVING  RED  RIVER  OF  THE  NORTH. 

Except  the  fitting  oat  of  parties,  no  work  has  been  done  daring  the^ 
last  fiscal  year. 
The  work  the  present  season  will  consist  in — 

1.  Removing  snags,  bowlders,  and  overhanging  trees,  commencing  at 
Moorhead  and  working  down  stream,  by  hired  labor ; 

2.  In  making  detailed  surveys  of  the  sites  of  the  proposed  lock  and 
dam  jast  below  Goose  rapids ;  and 

3.  In  making  an  examination  of  the  river  below  Frog  Point,  (the  ter- 
mination of  the  examination  made  in  1873.) 

A  report  and  amended  estimate  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  field- 
notes  can  be  worked  up  after  the  close  of  the  season. 

Except  the  lock  and  dam  at  Goose  Rapids,  the  work  of  improving  the- 
river  will  consist  principally  in  dredging.  Either  the  United  States  or 
a  contractor  must  build  a  dredge,  if  the  work  is  to  continue.  A  dredg- 
ing-outflt  will  cost  about  $20,000.  The  cost  of  operating  a  dredge  will 
be  $8,530  per  year.  ^--z^^ 

I  would  recommend  that  Congress  be  asked  to  appropriate  $30,000- 
for  dredging. 

If  the  lock  and  dam  at  Goose  Bapids  are  to  be  built,  not  less  than 
$100,000  should  be  appropriated  to  commence  that  work. 

No  complete  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improving  the  river  can  be  made 
until  the  return  of  the  field-party. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14, 1876 $10, 000  00 - 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year |94o  93 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilitiee 508  70 

1,454  63 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 8,545  37 

Amount  (estimated)  reonired  for  completion  of  existing  project 

Amount  that  can  be  prontably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Jone  30, 1879 : 

For  dredging r30,000  00  }     .^  r^  ^, 

For  lock  and  dam  at  Goose  Rapids —    liOO,.000  00  5     1^."^  w 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  R.  KING,  CORPS 
OP  ENGINEERS,  FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
30,  1877. 

United  States  Engineeb  Office, 

Chattanooga^  Tenn.,  August  11, 1877, 
General  :  I  bave  tbe  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  reports  on  the 
works  ander  m^  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  Kino, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U»  8.  A. 


Captain  of  EngineetH. 


R  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  TENNESSEE  RIVER  ABOVE  CHATTANOOGA. 

This  work  has  been  continued,  as  heretofore,  by  the  hired-labor  sys- 
tem, under  Mr.  F.  T.  Hampton,  assistant  engineer. 

With  the  exception  of  some  delays,  caused  by  high  water,  good  prog- 
ress was  made  until  the  appropriation  was  exhausted,  which  occurred 
about  the  end  of  January,  1877. 

The  boats,  tools,  and  materials  were  then  collected  at  convenient 
points  and  stored  for  future  use  under  care  of  suitable  watchmen. 

As  explained  in  former  reports,  the  object  of  improving  this  part  of 
the  river  is  to  secure  a  low-water  channel  of  sufficient  depth  for  steam- 
boats and  other  craft  across  the  numerous  bars  and  staoals  between 
Chattanooga  and  Knoxville,  and  the  method  of  accomplishing  this  is  by 
excavating  rocks  and  gravel  from  the  worst  parts  of  the  shoals  and  by 
building  rock-dams  to  contract  the  width  and  thus  increase  the  depth 
of  water-way. 

The  bed  and  banks  of  the  Tennessee  are  exceptionally  permanent  in 
their  nature,  the  bed  being  generally  of  rock  at  the  shoals,  and  the  banks 
consisting  either  of  rocky  bluffs  or  of  earth  protected  by  a  dense  growth 
of  willows  and  other  vegetation.  This  gives  a  remarkably  permanent 
character  to  the  improvements,  since  the  dams  have  a  stable  foundation 
and  the  excavations  in  the  channel  are  not  liable  to  fill  up.    As  stated 

in  a  former  report : 
* 
The  absence  of  ice  in  this  river  is  another  reason  why  the  dams  may  be  considered 
permanent  structnreSi  and  gives  additional  importance  to  these  improvements,  since 
the  river  can  be  navigated  throughout  the  year  instead  of  being  frozen  up  for  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  time. 

37  E  * 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  steamboats  and  their  registered  tonnage 
now  employed  on  the  CTpper  Tennessee.  Their  carrying  capacity  is  es- 
timated to  be  one-fourth  greater  than  the  fgares  given: 


Name. 

Tons. 

Name.                                 Tons. 

1.  J.  T.  Wilder 

185 
256 
933 
110 
110 

6.  EmoryCity 65 

S.  ILM  Binhop 

7.  XiQC V  Coker . .             .             .                        110 

3.  City  of  Knoxville 

8.  May  Bell 55 

9.  Harry  Helm 55 

4.  B.C.  Jackson 

5.  Ida 

10.  M.A.Gee 30 

The  following  statement  shows  the  quantities  and  valoes  of  different 
articles  of  commerce  on  this  ri^er,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1877  : 


Articles. 

Quantities. 

Value 

Com 

bnshels 

1, 9S0, 000 

65,000 

185,000 

1,000.000 

650.000 

990,000 

1,600 

2.000 

500,000 

1U,000 

13.700 

8,000,000 

1,100 

$812, 5Cf 
39  OC 

Oats 

do... 

Wheat 

do... 

305.350 

Bacon 

Dounda.. 

100,000 

Lard 

ao  .. 

65  000 

Hay 

do... 

7,425 

Flour 

barrels.. 

12,800 
7,000 

Wood 

cords.. 

Coal 

tons.. 

1,625,000 
200,000 
97.400 

Pig.iron 

do... 

Iron-ore  

do.... 

Saw-logs *. 

feet,  (board-messare).. 

64,000 

Tan-bark 

_._._._                     -            -  _        Anrdit 

6,600 

Besides  a  large  amount  of  miscellaneous  freight. 
Work  during  the  fiscal  year  has  been  directed  to  the  improvement  of 
16  different  obstructions,  as  follows : 


Chota  Shoals 

Coulter's  Shoals 

Sister's  Island 

Bnstle'sBar 

Lenoir's  Shoals 

Bonder's  Shoals 

Sweetwater  Shoals . . . . 

Seven  Islands 

Long  Island  Shoals. . . . 

Caney  Shoals 

Turner's  Bar  

Half-Moon  Island 

White's  Creek  Shoals. 

HazleBldge 

Kelly's  Shoals 

Sodd>  Shoals 


Location. 


Totols. 


Cubic  yard» 


Rock  quar- 
ried. 


1,200 


275 

eiJo 


3,595 


Rock  in    Rookezca- 
dams.  rated. 


710 
1.490  I 


SOO 

500 

1,050 


690  I 
36  J 


600 
470 


5,746  ; 


482 
100 
65 
41 
96 
40 


220 

92 


208 
63 


1,407 


There  were  also  about  105  cubic  yards  of  gravel  excavated  and  30 
snags  and  a  number  of  overhanging  trees  removed. 

The  number  of  men  employed  has  varied  during  the  working  period 
from  35  to  249. 
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It  is  of  course  impossible  to  attain  a  great  degree  of  economy  in  work 
when  the  fands  are  exhausted  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  since  some  of 
the  expenses,  especially  in  starting  and  closing  a  work,  are  almost  as 
great  when  the  work  continues  only  six  months  as  they  would  be  for  a 
whole  year.  In  addition,  there  is  liability  to  damage  from  floods,  and 
inconvenience  to  commerce  may  result  in  case  the  work  is  left  in  an  un- 
finished state.  These  difficulties  have  been  obviated  as  far  as  they  could 
be  foreseen,  though  in  one  case,  at  Ghota  Shoals,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
it  became  necessary  to  stop  work  when  the  water  was  but  partly  turned 
into  the  new  channel,  there  is  actually  less  depth  of  water  than  when 
the  improvement  was  begun.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  an  early  ap- 
propriation will  be  made  for  completing  this  improvement  and  that  the 
amount  will  be  sufficient  for  an  entire  year's  work. 

The  record  of  the  gauge  kept  at  the  bluffs  near  this  city  will  be  found 
plotted  on  a  sheet  herewith  inclosed.  As  it  is  brought  up  from  January, 
1876,  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  it  includes  two  flood -periods  of  the 
river  following  the  great  flood  of  1875.  From  this  it  will  bo  seen  that 
the  average  maximum  rise  during  these  two  periods  was  but  little  more 
than  three-fifths  the  height  of  the  flood  of  1875. 

The  estimate  of  cost  of  improving  the  Tennessee  Eiver  above  Chattor 
nooga  was  originally  assumed  to  be  $175,000.  This  has  of  necessity  been 
increased  by  the  construction  of  additional  dams  at  various  points  and 
other  contingencies,  as  explained  by  Major  McFarland  in  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  1874,  page  573. 

There  has  been  appropriated  for  this  work : 

By  act  of  1871,  anthorizing  the  expenditure  of  $35,000  of  the  $80,000  appro- 
priated by  act  of  1870  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga.. .  |35, 000 

Act  of  1872,  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga ^ 25, 000 

Act  of  1873,  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga 25, 000 

Act  of  1874,  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga 25, 000 

Act  of  1875,  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga 40, 000 

Act  of  1876,  for  improving  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga 15, 000 

165,000 

The  above  amount  has  been  expended,  excepting  a  balance  of  $167.28, 
which  is  needed  to  pay  outstanding  liabilities,  consisting  of  pay  for  serv- 
ices due  laborers  and  remaining  unpaid. 

Money  statement 

July  1, 1876,  amount  available |7,862  01 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Angust  14, 1876 15, 000  00 

$22, 862  or 

Jnly  1, 1 877,  amonnt  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 22, 694  73 

July  1, 1877,  oatstanding  liabilities 167  28 

22,862  01 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 60, 000  00 

Amonnt  that  can  be  protitabiy  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending,June  30, 1879 .      35, 000  OO 


R2. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  TENNESSEE  BIVEK  BELOW  CHATTANOOGA. 

Work  on  this  portion  of  the  river  has  been  confined  to  Muscle  Shoals 
and  Colbert's  Shoals,  and  to  examinations*  and  surveys  of  certain  other 
parts  of  the  river. 
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A.— ELK  RIVER  SHOALS. 

Tbese  sboals  are  at  the  upper  end  of  the  chain  of  obstructions  known 
as  Musck  Shoals  and  their  improvement  has  been  contemplated  and 
estimated  for  in  all  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

The  usual  plan  recommended  has  been  to  extend  the  Muscle  Shoals 
canal  along  the  north  side  of  the  river  and  around  these  Shoals  to  a 
point  near  the  upper  end  of  Brown's  Island.  {See  map  herewith.)  The 
estimate  for  this  is  $1,115,000.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  line  crosses 
the  mouth  of  Elk  River,  a  stream  but  little  known,  but  which  drains 
more  than  2,000  square  miles  of  country,  or  about  the  area  of  the  whole 
State  of  Delaware.  To  cross  this  stream,  except  by  an  aqueduct,  would 
be  an  extremely  dangerous  experiment,  and  would  require  a  guard  lock 
below  the  river  high  enough  to  reach  above  the  highest  floods  in  either 
Elk  River  or  in  the  Tennessee. 

With  a  view  to  avoiding  this  difficulty,  and  of  taking  advantage  of 
some  6  miles  of  deep  water  in  the  Tennessee  above  the  mouth  of  the  old 
canal,  a  resurvey  of  the  south  shore  of  the  river  from  Brown's  Island  to 
Lamb's  Ferry  was  authorized  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  was  completed 
in  January  last  by  Mr.  Paul  Le  Hardy,  whose  report  is  appended.  From 
this  it  appears  perfectly  feasible  to  take  the  south  side  of  the  river,  and 
that  the  cost  will  be  greatly  reduced  thereby.  His  estimate,  which  ap- 
pears liberal,  and  includes  25  per  cent,  for  contingencies,  is  8733,249,  or 
$378,750  less  than  the  lowest  estimate  for  the  canal  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river. 

Ko  work  has  yet  been  done  on  these  shoals,  but  as  they  form  an 
essential  part  of  the  Muscle  Shoals  obstructions,  it  is  desirable  that 
work  on  them  should  be  begun  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may 
be  completed  at  the  same  time  as  the  work  on  the  Muscle  Shoals  proper, 
and  the  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  next  flscal  year  has  been  made 
with  that  object  in  view. 

B.— MUSCLE  SHOALS  CANAL. 

This  work  is  a  continoation  of  the  enlargement  and  rebuilding  of  the 
old  canal  around  Big  Muscle  Shoals. 

The  work  has  been  carried  on  under  six  diflferent.contracts,  all  but 
one  of  which  have  been  completed  and  closed  during  the  year. 

The  following  tables  show  the  quantities  of  work  done  under  eacl 
contract  during  the  year: 


Contractors. 


T.  Ford  &  Co 

Foster,  Wiohl  &  Jaoksoo . 
M.  G.  KoDnedy 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Bloe&^Keid 


Total. 


I 


1875. 
Dec.13 
Deo.  13 
Dec.13 
Deo.  13 
Dec.13 
Dec  13 
Deo.  13 


Cydt, 

4.188 

9,130 

10,074 

21,567 

15,968 

3,651 

1.806- 


65,393 


Cyda. 
S,113 
7,079 

14, 619 
6,308 

12,817 
9,177 
1,283 


53,396 


a  yd*. 

ayd9. 

Id,  499 

857 

8,207 

178 

5,246 

1,312 

3,304 

417 

16 

C72 

35,272 


3,436 


I* 


Acre4. 
3.08 
1.340 
1.522 
9.13 
.80 
2.40 
1.70 


45.73 


s 

o 


125,058  44 
17, 123  00 
11,  763  65 
8,  460  21 
5,120  27 
1,  648  16 
539  57 


69,  713  30 
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Contracfors. 

a 

1 

Jl 

1 

1 

a 

1 

s 

a 

5 

1 

J 

George  Wimaraa.... 
Do 

2 
3 

1876. 
Oct.    14 

Mftr.   31 

C.ydt. 

1,370 
12, 527 

6,393 

3,202 
1,850 
2,123 

a  yds. 
1,019.8 

a  yds. 

*i,' 805.4 
3, 753. 8 

a  yds. 
■*'39.*9 

a  yds. 

'"i,"358."i' 
%  125. 4 

13.544  50 
34, 169  90 

Do 

4  '  Mar.  31 

52,154  88 

Total 

20.290 

7,175 

1, 640. 5 

5,558.2 

39.9 

3,483.5 

89,869  28 

Of  the  stone  removed  from  the  ol<l  locks,  10/^^  cubic  yards  have  been 
used  as  " facing,"  and  'i^o^^^  cubic  yards  have  been  used  as  "backing,'^ 
in  the  construction  of  new  locks  3  and  4,  and  for  which  the  contractor- 
has  paid  the  United  States  the  sum  of  $S16.60,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  his  contract. 

The  contract  of  Mr.  George  Williams  for  the  building  of  locks  3  and 
4  was  to  have  been  completed  by  the  1st  of  July  last,  but  he  has  applied 
for  and  received  an  extension  of  time  until  the  Ist  of  October  next. 

During  the  year  two  assistant  engineers,  Messrs.  James  0.  Long  and 
William  M.  Gordon,  each  with  a  small  engineering  party,  have  been 
stationed  on  the  line  of  the  canal  to  give  grades,  make  cross  sections, 
inspect  materials,  and  see  that  the  work  was  executed  in  accordance 
with  the  specifications  of  the  contracts. 

These  engineering  parties  have  also  made  additional  surveys  of  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  line  with  a  view  to  the  future  prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  have  superintended  small  working-parties  that  have  been  employed 
from  time  to  time  to  repair  and  protect  portions  of  the  work  from  dam- 
age by  rains  and  floods. 

Under  the  contracts  for  section- work  about  8  miles  of  the  canaltrnnk 
have  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  dams  at  waste-wiers  at  the 
crossings  of  several  creeks  which  intersect  the  line  of  the  canal.  These 
dams  will  not  be  put  in  until  the  locks  are  all  built  and  the  rest  of  the 
canal  is  nearly  ready  for  use. 

Under  the  lock-contracts  the  foundation  pits  of  three  locks  have  been 
excavated,  a  large  quantity  of  stone  has  been  qnarried  and  cut,  and  the 
walls  of  two  of  the  locks  were  about  two-thirds  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year. 

The  locks  are  300  feet  between  miter-sills,  60  feet  wide  in  the  cham- 
ber, and  from  5  to  12  feet  lift,  the  walls  being  of  substantial  cut  stone 
and  rubble  masonry  5  feet  thick  at  top  and  from  9  to  11  at  base,  with 
suitable  buttresses,  culvert*,  and  wing-walls.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion we  can  obtain  by  test-pits  the  indications  are  that  all  the  locks  can 
be  securely  founded  upon  solid  rock. 

Owing  to  the  great  width  of  the  locks,  as  compared  with  the  depth  of 
water,  the  width  in  the  upper  bay  being  ten  times  the  depth,  the  upper 
gates,  if  built  on  the  old  miter  plan,  will  be  considerably  out  of  propor- 
tion, and  will  require  recesses  some  36  feet  long,  which  lengthens  out  the 
side  walls  of  the  lock  by  about  that  distance.  As  an  improvement  on 
this  arrangement.  Lieutenant  Marshall,  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  proposed 
a  form  of  drop  gate,  which  ap))ears  well  worthy  of  trial,  and  if  it  can  be 
applied  to  the  locks  yet  to  be  built  will  save  some  4,000  cubic  yards  of 
masonry,  besides  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  gates  them- 
selves. Lieutenant  Marshall  also  proposes  a  modified  form  of  drop-gate 
for  the  lower  gates,  which  would  also  effect  quite  a  paving  in  the  cost 
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of  the  locks,  though  their  feasibility  is  not  as  apparent  as  iu  the  case  of 
the  upper  gates. 

On  the  15th  of  May  last  proposals  were  opened  at  this  office  for  the 
building  of  5  new  locks,  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10. 

Ihe  abstract  appended  shows  the  proposals  received,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that  several  responsible  parties  offer  to  build  these  5  locks 
for  less  than  $200,000,  or  an  average  of  >rtO,000  each,  which  must  be 
considered  as  highly  advantageous  terms  for  the  Government.  No 
award  was  made  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  though  it  is  hoped 
the  contracts  will  be  made  in  time  to  allow  the  contractors  to  make  at 
least  a  good  beginning  this  season. 

The  old  canal  had  17  locks,  of  about  5  feet  lift  each,  but  it  has  been 
found  much  cheaper  in  first  cost,  and  will  be  still  more  economical  in 
working,  to  use  a  smaller  number  of  locks  with  a  greater  lift.  This 
makes  a  slight  increase  in  the  quantity  of  embankment,  but  the  cost  of 
this  is  but  a  fraction  of  the  cost  saved  in  masonry,  lock-gates,  &c. 

But  10  locks  are  required,  the  lifts  varying  from  5  to  12  feet,  as  shown 
in  the  following  table : 

Locks  on  Muscle  Shoah  Canal, 


Number. 

Number  of  old  locks  replaced. 

Lift. 

1 

1 

Goard-look. 

(  2 

2 

6  feet. 

Under  contract  ...\  3 

3  4,  and  5 

12  feet. 

(  4 

6  and  7 

10  feet. 

5 

8  and  9 

10  feet 

r  6 

10 

5  feet 

7 

Hand  18 

10  feet 

Propoaala  received  <   8 
9 

13  and  14 

12  feet 

15 

10  feet 

10 

16  and  17 

10  feet 

Total  lift 

85  feet 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  case  the  proposals  received  are 
accepted  all  the  locks  will  be  under  contract  but  one  guard-lock  and  one 
lift-lock. 

Among  the  creeks  crossing  the  line  of  the  canal,  which  are  generally 
small,  is  one  of  considerable  size  called  Shoal  Creek,  which  drains  more 
than  500  square  miles  of  territory,  or  nearly  one-half  the  area  of  the 
State  of  Khode  Island. 

In  the  re  arrangement  of  locks  it  was  found  practicable  to  provide  for 
carrying  the  trunk  of  the  canal  over  this  stream  on  an  aqueduct,  and 
the  smooth,  rocky  bed  of  the  stream  was  found  also  favorable  to  this 
plan,  which  will  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  what  must  otherwise  prove  a 
very  troublesome  customer  during  its  flood-stages.  From  preliminary 
estimates  it  has  been  found  that  this  aqueduct  can  be  built  with  stone 
piers  and  a  wooden  or  iron  trunk  for  from  $40,000  to  $80,000,  according 
to  the  material  used.  I  find  from  a  report  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Im- 
provements in  1832  that  they  recommended  this  very  plan  for  crossing 
Shoal  Creek  in  the  original  project  for  the  canal.  I  am  also  informed 
that  the  substitution  of  a  dam  and  open  crossing  of  the  creek  for  an 
aqueduct,  which  was  probably  done  for  want  of  funds,  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  disabling  and  final  disuse  of  the  old  canal. 

The  low  prices  for  which  contractors  seem  anxious  to  do  work  and 
the  very  considerable  quantities  of  masonry  saved  by  diminishing  the 
number  of  locks,  as  already  explained,  will  probably  bring  the  entire 
cost  of  this  work  far  within  the  original  estimate,  and  for  the  same  rea- 
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son  the  time  required  to  complete  the  work  can  be  very  much  shortened, 
provided,  of  course,  that  the  appropriation  is  large  enough  to  carry  oa 
the  work  to  advantage. 

In  testing  cements  offered  by  the  contractor  and  manufacturers,  a 
large  number  of  experiments  have  been  made,  which  will  be  useful  in 
connection  with  my  future  work  in  this  vicinity  requiring  hydraulic 
cement  of  good  quality.  In  addition  to  the  tests  made  with  a  large 
machine  and  specimens  1^  and  2  inches  square,  a  small  machine  has 
been  constructed  with  special  reference  to  testing  8ami)les  from  each 
barrel  delivered  at  the  work.  These  samples  were  mixed  in  a  uniform 
manner  and  pressed  in  brass  molds,  forming  specimens  1  inch  square 
and  4  inches  long.  These  specimens  were  allowed  one  day  to  dry  in  the 
shade  and  were  then  immersed  for  six  days  in  fresh  water.  They  were 
then  broken  by  a  steady  pressure  in  the  machine,  the  points  of  support 
being  3  inches  apart,  with  a  bearing  directly  over  the  middle.  The 
machine  worked  admirably,  and  its  bulk  and  cost  are  so  small  as  to  lead 
me  to  thinkitmay  befonnd  useful  elsewhere.  I  therefore  inclose  a  sketch 
of  this  little  machine,  the  details  of  which  will  be  understood  without 
further  description. 

Some  questions  having  arisen  as  to  the  quality  of  the  stone  in  cer- 
tain quarries  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal,  specimens  from  several  quar- 
ries were  sent  to  Capt.  Alexander  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  who  had  facilities  for  testing  their  qualities,  and  who 
has  kindly  furnished  a  report  on  the  same. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  copying  of  drawings  and  to  furnish  means  of 
making  an  accurate  representation  of  the  work  from  time  to  time,  as  it 
progresses,  authority  was  obtained  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  pur- 
chase a  camera  and  other  necessary  apparatus  and  materials  for  taking 
photographic  views,  and  Mr.  Julius  Shutting  was  detailed  to  use  the 
apparatus,  in  addition  to  his  regular  duties  as  draughtsman.  This  he 
has  done  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  photographs  furnish 
not  only  a  satisfactory  index  to  the  progress  of  the  work,  but,  being 
taken  from  known  points  and  in  specified  directions,  they  can  at  any 
time  be  repeated,  and  will  furnish  unmistakable  records,  which  can  be 
referred  to  at  any  future  time  to  settle  doubtful  questions  that  may  arise 
relative  to  the  condition  of  the  work  on  a  given  date  or  to  changes  that 
have  taken  place.  They  have  already  proved  quite  valuable  in  that  re- 
spect, and  I  venture  to  forward  with  this  report  7  of  them,  which  are 
characteristic  views  of  the  work  and  its  surroundings  at  the  end  of  the 
fiscal  year,  in  the  hope  that  by  means  of  Woodbury's  process  or  other- 
wise it  may  be  practicable  to  have  them  printed  with  this  report. 

C. — LITTLK   MUSCLE    SHOALS. 

This  obstruction,  which  lies  between  Big  Muscle  Shoals  and  Florence, 
Ala.,  has  a  total  fall  of  about  22  feet  in  a  distance  of  6  miles,  and  an 
estimate  has  been  made  for  improving  it  by  means  of  locks  and  dams, 
at  a  cost  of  $902,500.  (Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Eugineers,  1872,  page 
601.) 

From  a  personal  examination  of  this  obstruction,  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  can  be  made  navigable  at  all  stages  of  the  water  by  a  system  of  im- 
provement similar  to  that  applied  on  the  Upper  Tennessee  and  the  Cum- 
t>erland.  The  conformation  of  the  river  at  that  point,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  uniform  slope  and  the  location  of  islands,  is  such  that  the 
requisite  depth  of  water  can  easily  be  obtained,  and  the  velocity  of  the 
current  will  undoubtedly  be  less  than  at  several  other  points  on  the 
river. 
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Last  spring  a  small  steamboat  ascended  this  shoal,  with  barges  in 
tow,  until  almost  the  low-water  season,  and  was  only  stopped  by  want 
of  water. 

As  a  small  fraction,  say  one-tenth,  of  the  cost  of  building  locks  on 
these  shoals  will  give  as  great  a  depth  of  water  on  them  as  can  be  ob- 
tained throughout  a  considerable  portion  of  the  river  both  above  and 
below  Muscle  Shoals,  (without  an  expenditure  of  money  far  greater  than 
has  yet  been  contemplated,)  and  as  the  improvement  in  this  way  can  be 
supplemented,  if  found  desirable,  either  by  wire-rope  towage,  as  sug- 
gested for  Smith's  Shoals  on  the  Cumberland,  or  by  locks  and  dajns, 
without  increasing  the  cost  of  the  whole  work  above  what  it  would  cost 
to  adopt  the  more  expensive  plan  at  first,  since  nearly  all  the  provisions 
for  deepening  the  channel  would  be  required  in  either  case,  it  appears 
decidedly  better  to  begin  with  the  cheaper  and  more  expeditious  plan 
of  improvement. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  work  that  will  be' required  on  these  shoals 
can  be  completed  in  one  year,  and  as  this  would  allow  boats  to  run  up 
to  the  mouth  of  the  canal  at  all  times,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  deliv- 
ery of  supplies  and  materials  needed  for  that  work. 

See  maps  of  Muscle  Shoals,  herewith. 

D.— COLBERT  SHOALS. 

These  shoals  form  the  most  serious  obstruction  to  navigation  on  the 
Tennessee  Elver  below  the  Muscle  Shoals.  Considerable  work  has  been 
done  on  them  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  the  intention  to  complete 
their  improvement  last  season,  but  owing  to  unusually  high  water,  and 
other  causes  of  delay,  it  was  found  impracticable  to  do  so. 

There  were,  during  the  working  season,  167J  cubic  yards  of  rock  ex- 
cavated from  the  channel,  and  1,055  cubic  yards  of  rock  quarried,  and 
2,198  cubic  yards  placed  in  dams.  Work  was  suspended  on  the  15th 
of  November,  1876,  and  was  not  recommenced  before  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year,  on  account  of  the  continued  high  water.  It  is  now  (August 
6)  making  good  progress ;  and,  with  an  average  season  for  channel-work, 
will  be  completed  before  the  1st  of  January  next. 

The  Tennessee  River  is,  I  believe,  situated  in  the  collection-district  of  New  Orleans. 
The  amonnt  of  revenne  from  customs  collected  from  the  nearest  port  of  entry  (New 
Orleans)  has  not  been  ascertained,  as  it  will  be  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  engineer 
officer  in  charge  of  river  and  har1)or  improvements  at  that  port. 

The  original  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improving  the  Tennessee  River, 
helou'  Chattanooga^  is  as  follows : 

Estimate  of  Maj.  G.  Weitzel  "  to  improve  the  river  from  its  mouth  to  Flor- 
ence,  Ala.,  and  from  Decatnr,  Ala.,  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn/'  (Report  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1870,  page  389) $130,000 

Estimate  of  Major  McFarland  '^  for  improving  Muscle  Shoals/'  (Report  Chief 

of  Engineers,  1873,  page  544) 4,003,000 

Original  estimate  of  entire  work 4,133,000 

From  the  general  appropriations,  for  "  repairs,  &c.,  of  public  works 
on  rivers  and  harbors,''  &c.,  there  has  been  appropriated  for  this  work  : 

An  allotment  in  18(58  of $95,000 

An  allotment  in  I8b^  of 40,500 
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By  special  appropriations : 

Act  of  1870 $45,000 

Act  of  1872 50,000 

Actof  1873 100,000 

Actof  1874 100,000 

Actof  1875 360.000 

Actof  1876 255,000 

1,035,500 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  $603,829.04  of  the  above  amount  had 
been  expended.    Balance  to  be  appropriated,  $3,097,500. 

Probably  not  more  than  two-thirds  of  this  amount  will  be  required, 
in  view  of  the  reductions  made  and  to  be  made,  as  explained  in  the 
foregoing  report. 

Money  statement, 

Jnly  1, 1876,  amonnt  available ?359,935  92 

AmouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aognst  14,  1876 255, 000  00 

$614, 935  92 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  daring  fiscal  year 183, 264  96 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 10, 474  64 

193,739  60 

Jnly  1, 1877,  amonnt  available 421,196  32 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 3, 097, 500  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscul  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     745, 000  00 
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REPORT  OF  MR    PAUL  LE  HARDY,   ASSISTANT   ENGINEER. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  January  29,  1877. 

Captain  :  1  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  examination  of  the  Tennessee 
River  from  Guntersville,  Ala.,  to  Brown's  Ferry,  and  on  the  resurvey  of  the  Elk  River 
Shoals. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  you,  dated  October  23,  1876, 1  pro- 
ceeded to  Guntersville  to  take  charge  of  the  survey-boats  left  there  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Will- 
iamson, assistant  engineer. 

Rainy  weather  having  set  in  just  before  my  arrival  at  Guntersville.  I  was  anxious  to 
reach  the  Elk  River  Shoals  before  the  river  became  too  high  and  mnady  to  permit  of  a 
satisfactory  examination  there.  I  therefore  made  hurried  examinations  of  the  various 
obstructions  between  Guntersville  and  Brown's  Ferry  without  stopping  the  large  boats  ; 
for,  owing  to  the  very  low  stage  of  the  river,  there  was  very  little  current,  and  the  small 
number  of  men  we  could  accommodate  on  the  boats  made  our  progress  slow  enough. 

At  Guntersville  the  river  is  about  30  feet  deep;  this  depth  gradually  decreases  as  we 
approach 

beard's  REBF,  2  MILES  BELOW  GUNTERSVILLE. 

This  consists  of  a  ledge  of  limestone  running  straight  across  the  river  from  the  south 
'  bank  to  within  250  feet  of  the  north  bank.  At  low  water  there  is  a  depth  of  only  1'.8 
In  this  channel,  while  the  reef  is  almost  bare.  \ 

About  400  feet  below  this  "chute"  is  a  broad  gravel-bar,  extending  from  the  north 
bank  half-way  across  the  river,  compelling  boats  to  turn  immediately  below  the  reef, 
and  run  to  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

Three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  this  reef, 

beard's  bluff, 

a  high  limestone  ridge,  ends  abruptly  at  the  water's  edge,  and  causes  the  river  to  take 
a  northerly  course  fur  a  couple  of  miles.  The  watdr  is  over  10  feet  deep  opposite  this 
blufi',  and  remains  deep  down  to  the 

MOUTH  OF  FLINT,  18  MILES  BELOW   UUNTERSVILLK. 

There  are  2  snags  in  the  channel  opposite,  or  a  little  below  the  mouth  of  Flint  River. 
The  water  is  from  4  to  10  feet  deep  in  the  channel,  which  at  this  point  is  on  the  north 
side,  but  turns  to  the  south  side  from  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Flint. 

From  this  point  there  is  deep  water  to 

cobb's  island, 

which  begins  about  23  miles  below  Guntersville.  The  main  channel  is  on  the  south 
side,  and  the  least  depth  found  is  about  4  feet  until  near  the  foot  of  this  island,  which  is 
about  3  miles  long,  where  a  reef  extends  across  the  channel,  and  there  is  not  over  2  feet 
of  water  on  it  at  the  lowest  stage.  As  the  current  is  not  very  strong,  gravel  and  some 
drift  form  a  bar  extending  a  few  hundred  feet  below  the  reef. 

One  mile  below  this  reef  is  Whitesburg,  a  landing  some  9  miles  south  of  Huntsville, 
and  about  27  miles  below  Gantersville. 

Three-quarters  of  a  mile  below  Whitesburg  is  a  reef  or  broad,  shallow,  limestone  bar, 
on  which  there  is  at  low  water  only  about  2  feet  depth,  the  "chute"  being  near  the 
middle  of  the  river;  fall  very  light. 

From  hero  the  river  becomes  deep  again  for  a  long  distance. 

LIMESTONE  SHOALS, 

the  next  obstruction,  is  about  55  miles  below  Guntersville.  The  river  here  averages 
about  2,000  feet  in  wid*;h,  bottom  very  even,  of  solid  limestone. 

A  reef  extends  across  the  river  about  |  of  a  mile  below  the  mouth  of  Limestone 
Creek,  over  which  there  is  2i  feet  at  low  water,  with  shallow  water  for  about  100  yards 
above  and  below  the  reef. 

The  steamboat-channel  is  from  200  to  300  feet  from  the  north  bank,  and  a  dangerous 
rock  stands  on  the  reef  just  in  the  channel. 

From  Limestone  Shoals  to  Decatur,  about  6  miles,  there  is  good  water  withoat  ob- 
structions. 

At  Decatur  the  "draw"  in  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  bridge  gives  a 
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channel  of  aboat  60  feet  only,  and  is  too  close  to  the  shore  to  allow  an  easy  passage  to 
steamboats. 

From  Decatar  to  Brown's  Ferry,  a  distance  of  12  miles,  there  are  no  obstraotions. 

To  improve  the  river  at  the  various  i>oints  already  mentioned,  I  would  propose  the 
following  plans,  viz : 

At  Beard*8  Reef,  a  wing-dam  thrown  across  the  stream  Just  below  the  reef  from  the 
Bonth  bank  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  boat-chute  probably  will  give  depth  enough  in  the 
channel ;  another  dam  below  to  prevent  the  water  thus  gained  from  being  lost  over  the 
gravel-bar. 
1,500  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot |15, 000 

At  mouth  of  Flinty  the  removal  of  2  snags  will  leave  the  channel  clear  of  obstructions, 
with  a  depth  of  from  4  to  10  feet  at  low  water. 
Removing  2  snags,  at  $25  each $50 

At  CoWs  Islandf  a  wing-dam  about  600  feet  long,  will,  it  is  believed,  give  the  requi- 
site 4  feet  depth  at  low  water. 

Opposite,  or  a  little  below  the  head  of  Cobb's  Island,  stone  could  be  had  from  Cof- 
fee's Bluff. 
600  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot $6,000 

At  Whitesburg  Shoal,  as  this  place  is  shallow  for  some  distance,  excavating  a  channel 
would  be  too  expensive,  and  the  fall  being  very  light,  perhaps  the  best  way  to  over- 
come the  shallow  water  is  to  build  2  wing-dams  from  ihe  opposite  shores,  leaving  a 
channel  where  there  is  most  water  now. 
1,500  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot $15, 000 

At  Limestone  Shoah,  a  dam  along  the  reef  from  the  south  bank  to  the  boat-channel, 
near  the  north  bank,  and  a  retaining -dam  of  about  100  yards,  would  make  the  channel 
available  to  boats  drawing  3  feet  of  water. 
2,000  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot $20, 000 

KLK   RIVER  SHOALS. 

The  survey  of  this  portion  of  the  Tennessee  River  was  begun  on  the  south  bank,  a 
little  above  the  head  of  Brown's  Island.  Search  was  made  for  some  station  of  the  sur- 
vey of  1^71  as  a  point  to  start  from,  but  none  could  be  found ;  the  original  line  having 
been  run  in  fields,  the  stakes  were  all  plowed  up.  Bench-marks  had  been  mutilated, 
and  the  elevations  completely  effaced  by  time.  A  line  of  levels  was  started  with  an 
assumed  elevation  of  .500  feet  above  tide. 

Frequent  triangulation  was  made  to  ascertain  the  width  of  the  chanuel,  and  espe- 
cially to  locate  lines  of  soundings. 

Down  as  far  as  station  59-f67  the  depth  of  water  ranged  from  4  to  10  feet.  Fre- 
quently this  depth  could  be  found  right  close  to  the  banks. 

Below  station  59+67  commences  a  series  of  reefs  extending  across  the  channel  and 
down  as  far  as  station  94 ;  least  depth  of  water  in  boat-chute  is  1.8  feet  at  lowest  stage, 
but  the  chute  is  so  crooked  as  to  be  entirely  unavailable  at  low  water  for  other  than 
light  flat-boats. 

It  is  therefore  deemed  necessary  to  extend  a  riprap  dam  from  the  island  toward  the 
south  bank,  and  a  retaining-dam  dowp  to  the  foot  of  this  shoal,  thus  making  a  channel 
along  the  south  bank  of  the  river.  Some  rock  excavation  will  be  necessary  to  remove 
the  crests  of  the  reefs. 

The  fall  on  this  shoal  is  0.89  foot  in  3,400  feet,  and  will  be  no  impediment  to  naviga- 
tion. 

From  station  94  to  station  120,  there  is  from  3  to  4  feet  of  water  in  the  channel. 

Opposite  station  120  begins  another  series  of  reefs,  extending  down  as  far  as  station 
145,  with  very  nearly  4  feet  in  the  channel  between  the  reefs.  As  the  best  water  is  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  I  propose  to  raise  the  water  by  building  at  the  foot  of  the 
shoal  2  wing-dams  from  both  banks  toward  the  chute,  leaving  an  opening  about  400 
feet  wide. 

Some  excavation  will  also  be  necessary  to  clear  the  channel  of  some  projecting  rocks 
and  a  portion  of  the  upper  reef. 

The  fall  on  this  shoal  is  0.64  foot  in  2,500  feet. 

From  station  145  to  the  foot  of  Brown's  Island  the  depth  of  wat«r  is  from  4  to  over 
10  feet.  But  the  river  is  shallow  half-wav  from  the  foot  of  the  island  to  the  south 
shore,  and  remains  shallow  down  to  Milton's  Bluff,  a  mile  and  a  half  below. 

A  series  of  reef^,  with  shallow  water  between  them,  begins  a  little  below  the  foot  of 
Brown's  Island,  and  continues  down  to  Milton's  Bluff.  Ttie  river  here  becomes  very 
wide,  and  the  fall  is  greater  than  on  the  previous  shoals. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  confine  the  water  of  the  south  side  of  Brown's  Island  into  a  nar- 
rower channel.  A  dam  must  be  built  from  the  foot  of  the  island,  almost  directly  down 
stream  to  a  point  opposite  Wild-Qoose  Towhead,  about  800  feet  to  the  right  of  it,  and 
from  here  astronger  dam  to  the  towhead.  •  This  is  t-o  prevent  drift-wood  from  accumulat- 
ing in  the  chanuel  as  it  narrows  below.    From  the  towhead  a  retain ing-dam  gradually 
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approaching  the  south  shore  down  to  station  314,  where  the  channel  would  be  about 
300  feet  wide. 

The  fall  from  the  foot  of  Brown's  Island  to  ed'^y- water,  opposite  the  foot  of  Milton's 
Bluff,  is  3.12  feet  in  7,000  feet. 

Just  below  Milton's  Bluff  is  a  large  group. of  **  Towheads,"  so  closely  united  by  piles 
of  drift-wood  that  they  are  gradually  forming  a  large  island,  and  would  soon  form 
part  of  the  main-land  were  it  not  that  the  narrow  channel,  now  open,  is  wanted  to 
form  a  link  in  the  proposed  improvement  of  these  shoals. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  enlarge  a  portion  of  the  channel  existing  between  these  tow- 
heads  and  the  main  shore,  and  turn  it  into  a  canal  by  building  a  large  embankment  in 
continuation  of  the  system  of  dams,  from  the  foot  of  Brown's  Island.  Material  for  this 
embankment  is  to  be  found  in  the  portions  of  the  towheads  that  are  to  be  removed,  and 
from  the  bluffs,  which  along  this  channel  terminate  abruptly  near  the  water's  edge. 

This  canal  would  extend  to  what  is  known  as  Gilchrist's  Old  Mill,  where  the  group 
of  towheads  ceases. 

The  fall  from  Milton's  Bluff  to  the  top  of  the  fall  at  the  old  mill-dam  is  4.42  feet,  and 
to  the  foot  of  the  fall  it  is  5.75  feet  in  6.000  feet. 

In  order  to  overcome  this  fall,  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  a  lock  where  the  old 
mill  was.  By  giving  this  lock  12  feet  lift,  we  can  have  slack-water  up  to  the  head  of 
Brown's  Island. 

Just  below  the  site  of  Gilchrist's  Old  Mill  occur  some  gravel-bars,  and  a  little  farther 
down  a  series  of  reefs  continues  almost  without  interruption  to  the  head  of  Gilchrist's 
Island.  The  river  all  along  is  shallow,  and  the  water  we  have  retained  so  far  must  slill 
be  kept  by  means  of  retaining-dams  down  to  the  head  of  Gilchrist's  Island. 

The  fall  from  the  Old  Mill  (foot  of  fain  to  the  head  of  Gilchrist's  Island  is  5.10  feet 
in  4,700  feet,  and  in  order  to  secure  good  water  over  this  distance  a  lock  with  10  feet 
lift  must  be  established  near  the  head  of  Gilchrist's  Island. 

For  about  2,000  feet  below  this  point  the  water  is  shallow  and  rapid,  with  a  fall  of 
3.5  feet  down  to  about  station  427,  then  the  channel  becomes  narrower,  averaging  from 
300  to  400  feet  in  width,  and  is  from  3  to  8  feet  deep. 

Opposite  station  490  the  channel  becomes  shallow  again,  and  at  station  496  a  reef 
extends  across  with  only  about  1.6  feet  of  water  on  it.  The  fall  here  is  3.70  feet  in 
about  1,000  feet. 

This  shoal  corresponds  to  the  "big  jump"  just  below  the  mouth  of  Elk  River. 

To  overcome  this  shcal  and  the  one  above,  a  lock  becomes  necessary.  It  was  thought 
the  best  place  for  it  would  be  just  below  this  last  shoal ;  but  as  the  water  from  here  to 
the  foot  of  the  island  does  not  reach  4  feet  in  depth,  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  have 
the  lock  near  the  foot  of  the  island,  below  which  there  is  again  good  deep  water  across 
the  whole  bed  of  the  river. 

Nance's  Reef,  at  station  574,  is  2,400  feet  below  the  foot  of  Gilchrist's  Island ;  the 
best  channel  through  it  will  be  found  about  300  yards  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river, 
'  and  is  the  present  low-water  boat-chute. 

Some  excavatioa  will  be  required  here  to  deepen  and  broaden  the  channel.  The  fall 
being  only  about  0.3  feet  will  be  no  obstacle  to  navigation. 

The  present  width  of  the  ''chute"  through  this  reef  is  about  50  feet,  with  an  aver- 
age depth  of  2.5  feet  at  lowest  stage  of  water. 

Above  the  crest  of  the  reef  are  many  large  cube-shaped  rocks,  measuring  from  one 
to  four  cubic  yards,  lying  close  together  in  the  channel,  which  it  will  be  necessary  to 
remove.    Channel  to  be  100  feet  wide. 

From  this  reef  to  the  Big  Muscle  Shoals,  or  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  there  are  no  ob- 
structions, the  depth  of  water  being  from  4  to  12  feet. 

This  being  the  last  obstruction,  the  survey  closed  here,  and  the  boats  were  dropped 
down  the  river  to  be  left  at  First  Creek ,  or  in  the  month  of  the  canal,  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received  from  your  office  dated  November  23,  1876.  The  water  was  found 
too  low,  however,  to  allow  the  passage  of  the  boats  down  to  First  Creek,  and  the  month 
of  the  canal  was  found  some  2  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  river,  with  a 
heavy  growth  of  trees  completely  shutting  off  the  entrance.  We  were  compelled  then 
to  tie  up  JQst  above  the  mouth  of  the  canal. 

From  inquiry  at  Mr.  Gordon's  camp,  I  learned  he  had  no  men  to  spare  to  take  charge 
of  the  boats  until  the  stage  of  the  river  would  permit  their  passage  over  the  shoals.  I 
therefore  left  the  boats  in  charge  of  Messrs.  E.  A.  Oralis  and  W.  S.  Scott. 

ESTIMATE  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 

From  Head  of£rmcn*8  Island  to  Foot  of  Milton*8  Bluff. 

14,800  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot JMS,  000  00 

5, 990  cubic  yards  rock-excavation,  at  $3  per  linear  foot 17, 970  00 

165,970  00 
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Canal  from  foot  of  Milton's  Bluff  to  GilchrUVs  Old  Mill-dam, 

4,047  cnbic  yards  of  rock-excavation,  at  $1.50 $6,070  50 

150  cubic  yards  old  daui  to  remove,  at  $1 150  00 

6,4Q0  cubic  yards  eartb-excavation,  at  0.25 1,600  00 

2,500  cubic  yards  eartb-embaukment,  at  0.25 625  00 

1  lock,  12  feet  lift 100,000  00 

274, 415  50 
From  Old  Mill-dam  to  foot  of  GilchrisVs  Island, 

6,500  linear  feet  of  riprap  dams,  at  $10  per  linear  foot 65,000  00 

13, 528  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavation,  at  $3  per  linear  foot 40, 584  00 

2  locks,  10  feet  lift  eacb,  at  $100,000 200,000  00 

579,999  50 
Nance's  Beef. 

1,500  cubic  yards  rock-excavation,  at  §6 9,000  00 

588,999  50 
Adding  25  per  cent,  for  engineering  and  contingencies 147,250  00 

Total 736,249  50 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Paul  Le  Hardy, 
Assistant  Engineer, 
Captain  W.  R.  King, 

Corj)s  of  Engineers f  U.  S.  A, 


R3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CUMBERLAND  RIVER. 

All  the  work  done  during  the  year  on  this  river  has  been  carried  on 
by  hired  labor,  auder  the  immediate  supervision  of  Oapt.  L.  O.  Over- 
man, Corps  of  Engineers,  and  has  made  good  progress  during  the  time 
it  has  been  i>ossible  to  carry  it  on. 

The  exhaustion  of  one  appropriation,  before  the  next  one  was  made 
available  has  limited  the  working  season  to  aboat  6  months  below 
Nashville,  and  3J  months  on  the  upper  river. 

Work  upon  this  river  has  been  divided  by  the  acts  of  Congress  making 
appropriations  into  five  parts,  as  follows : 

1.  Belew  Nashville,  Tenneasee. 

2.  From  Nashville  to  the  Kentucky  line. 

3.  From  Kentucky  line  to  the  foot  of  Smith's  Shoals. 

4.  Smith's  Shoals. 

5.  From  Smith's  Shoals  to  the  Falls  of  the  Cumberland. 

For  a  statement  of  the  commercial  interests  to  be  benefited  by  the 
improvement  of  the  Cumberland  Kiver,  see  report  of  Captain  Overman, 
appended  hereto. 

I. — ^BELOW  NASHVILLE. 

Work-  on  this  section  of  the  river  was  in  progress  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  was  continued,  with  the  exception  of  parts  of  the  months 
of  August,  October,  and  November,  1876,  when  it  was  interrupted  by 
high-water,  until  January,  1877,  when  the  available  funds  were  nearly 
exhausted.  The  boats,  tools,  aud  other  property  were  then  collected 
and  placed  in  charge  of  watchmen  at  convenient  points. 

During  the  unprecedented  floods  in  January,  1877,  when  such  havoc 
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was  created  on  a  number  of  western  rivers,  some  of  tlie  boats  were 
swept  from  their  moorings  and  carried  down  toward  tbe  mouth  of  the 
river,  but  they  were  recovered  and  brought  back  with  but  little  loss, 
excepting  for  salvage  and  towage. 
The  work  has  been  distributed  among  the  obstructions  as  follows: 

Harpeth  Shoals,  335  cabic  yards  rock  excavated  from  chaoDcl. 
Harpeth  Sboals,  1,500  cubic  yards  stoue  pnt  in  dams. 
Davis  Ripple,  700  cabic  yards  stone  qnarried  for  dams. 
Davis  Ripple,  1,625  cubic  yards  stone  put  in  dams. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  large  number  of  snags,  loose  rocks,  and  over- 
hanging trees  were  removed  at  various  points  between  Nashville  and 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

Original  estimate  of  cost  of  improving  the  Camberland  River  below  N^shvile,  $248,821 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  for  this  part  of  the 
river : 

Act  of  March  3. 1871 $30,000  00 

Act  of  June  10,  1872 20,000  00 

Act  of  March  3,1873 25,000  00 

Act  of  March  3,  1875 25,000  00 

Total 100,000  00 

There  has  been  expended  for  its  improvement — 

In  1872 $15,901  57 

In  1873 8,185  67 

In  1874 21,506  04 

InlH75 29,049  86 

In  1876 12,365  25 

In  1877 12,654  98 

Total ». 99,663  37 

Money  statement. 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $12,991  61 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 12,654  98 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 336  63 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 148,  H21  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879. .  100, 000  00 

II. — ABOVE  NASHVILLE. 

1.  FROM  NASHVILLE  TO  THE  KENTUCKY  LINE. 

An  appropriation  of  $15,000  for  this  section  of  the  river  was  made  by 
act  of  Augnst  14, 1876,  but  was  not  made  available  nntil  February, 
1877,  when  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  organize  working-parties. 
The  boats  and  tools,  no  longer  needed  below  Kashville,  in  consequence 
of  the  stoppage  of  work  there,  were  brought  up,  repaired,  and  utilized. 
Sinee  that  time  the  following  work  has  been  done: 

At  RollimanU  Island  ShoaU, 

3,285  cnbic  yards  of  stone  quarried  for  dams. 

1,300  cubic  yards  of  gravel  excavated  from  channel. 

At  Sand  ShoaU. 

2,640  cnbic  yards  of  stone  quarried  for  dams. 
^    360  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavated  from  channel. 
38  E   • 
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At  Cub  Creek  Skoals. 

2,385  cubic  yards  of  stone  quarried  for  dams. 

440  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  gravel  excavated  from  channel. 

33  lugs  aud  overhanging  tree^  removed  from  channel. 

At  BartklCs  Bar, 

1,710  cubic  yards  stone  quarried  for  dams. 
3  logs  removed  from  channel. 

Money  statemenU 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 ,.,.  $15,000  00 

July  1,  1877,  araouut  expended  during  fiscal  j'ear §7,  817  73 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities i.....     3,315  21 

11, 132  94 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 3,867  06 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project - 107, 155  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870.     50, 000  00 

2.  FROM  KENTUCKY  LINE  TO  THE  FOOT  OF  SMITH'S  SHOALS. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made  for  this  section  at  the  same 
time  and  under  similar  circumstances  to  that  just  miMirioned. 

Early  in  May  working  imrties  were  orf^anized  and  the  work  started  at 
Wild  Goose  Shoals,  with  the  result  given  below,  viz : 

300  cubic  yards  of  rock  quarried  for  dams. 

150  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavated  from  cbannel. 

50  cubic  yards  of  gravel  excavated  frona  cbannel. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 §10, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $1,247  80 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 844  37 

2,092  17 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 7,907  83 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 81,609  00 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     40, 000  00 

3.   SMITH'S   SHOALS. 

The  first  appropriation,  $25,000,  was  also  made  for  this  work  by  act 
of  August  14,  1876,  and  was  made  available  in  Februaiy,  1877. 

This  obstruction,  cousistinpr  of  a  succession  of  bad  shoals,  named,  be- 
ginning  with  the  lower  one,  Mill  JShoal,  Long  Shoal,  White  Cliff  Ripple, 
and  8hadowen  Shoal,  having  a  total  length  of  over  8  miles,  and  a  fall 
of  55  ieet,  is  the  most  formiiiable  obstruction  between  the  month  of  the 
Cum bei  land  Kiver  and  the  Gieat  Falls,  374  miles  above  Nashville. 

The  improvement  of  these  shoals  is  very  much  needed  to  enable  ves- 
sels to  reach  the  coal  tields  in  the  vicinity  of  Rock  Castle  River,  as  well 
as  to  furnish  an  outlet  for  the  agricultuial  products  of  that  country. 

Ft)r  a  report  on  the  survey  of  these  shoals,  see  Appendix  K  5  to  Re- 
port of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875. 

The  ]»rcsent  scIh  me  of  improvement  is  being  carried  on  in  accord- 
ance \\\\\i  the  recommendations  in  that  report,  with  a  view  to  securing 
additional  depth  of  water  in  the  channel,  so  as  to  increase  the  number 
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of  "boating  tides ''for  coal-boats  during  the  season.  From  the  report 
referred  to  it  will  be  seen  that  at  present  eight  opportunities  occur  fi)r 
loaded  boats  to  go  down  from  the  foot  of  the  shoals  to  Nashville,  while 
there  is  but  one  to  pass  over  the  shoals.  As  the  river  below  the  shoaU 
is  being  improved,  there  is  still  greater  advantage  to  be  obtained  by 
increasing  the  depth  of  water  on  the  shoals. 

While  the  prcvsent  work  is  more  particularly  designed  to  improve  down- 
stream navigation,  I  believe  it  can,  at  a  ver3'  small  cost,  be  utilized  for 
ap-stream  navigation  by  adopting  what  is  known  as  the  Belgian  system 
of  towing,  by  means  of  a  wire  rope.  Instead  of  leaving  the  rope  on  the 
bottom  of  the  channel,  however,  it  would  probably  be  better  to  coil  it 
on  a  drum  as  the  boat  ascends  the  rapids. 

I  believe  there  are  but  two  places  on  the  shoals  where  this  auxiliary 
would  be  necessary  to  enable  ordinary  steamboats  to  ascend — one  about 
3  miles  long,  and  the  other  less  than  I  mile.  At  each  of  these  points 
could  be  stationed  a  small,  staunch  scow,  carrying  a  15  or  20  horse- 
power engine  and  a  drum  large  enough  to  hold  "the  necessary  length  of 
rope,  to  be  wound  up  by  the  engine.  This  whole  outfit  need  not  cost 
more  than  $10,000  or  $15,000  for  both  places,  and  the  running-expenses 
would  probably  be  much  less  than  the  cost  of  operating  a  system  of 
locks. 

The  cost  of  a  system  of  locks  and  dams  for  these  shoals  has  not  been 
estimated  in  detail,  but  it  would  necessarily  be  very  great,  probably 
more  than  $1,000,000;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  passage  of 
locks  causes  delay  to  down-stream  as  well  as  to  upstream  navigation, 
whereas  the  open  channel  and  towage  system  provides  not  only  a  free 
but  an  accelerated  passage  down  stream. 

I  am  not  fully  prepared  at  present  to  recommend  a  trial  of  this  system 
at  Smith's  Shoals,  but  when  sufficient  progress  has  been  made  in  pro- 
viding a  suitable  channel  and  further  data  have  been  obtained  relative 
to  the  velocities  and  direction  of  the  current  at  certain  points,  a  more 
detailed  statement  of  the  matter  will  be  presented. 

In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  stated  that  the  possibility  of  ntilizing  the 
work  now  going  on  to  provide  for  an  up-streacn  navigation  gives  addi- 
tional importance  to  the  work  and  furnishes  another  reason  for  its  com- 
pletion without  delay. 

The  work  done  on  this  section  dnring  the  fiscal  year  is  as  follows,  viz: 

6, 120  cnbic  yards  of  stone  quarried  for  dams. 
3,060  cubic  yards  of  stoue  put  in  dams. 

MoTiey  statement 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $25, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $7, 427  11 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 4,884  49 

12,311  60 

I ■■ 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 12,688  40 

Amonnt  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 45, 000  00 

Amonnt  tliat  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.     45, 000  00 

4.  FROM  SMITH'S  SHOALS  TO  THE  FALLS  OF  THE  CUMBERLAND. 

The  appropriation  for  this  work,  of  $'i,0.iO,  made  by  act  of  August  14, 
1876,  was  made  available  in  February,  1877. 

As  it  was  deenied  advisable  to  organize  parties  for  the  other  sections 
first,  nothing  was  done  on  this  section.  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
all  the  work  that  the  Hppropriation  will  adniit  of  will  be  done  before  the 
close  of  the  present  working  season. 
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Money  statement 

Amonnt  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 ?2, 000  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 2,000  00 

•   The  estimates  of  cost  of  improving  the  Caraberland  River  above  Nash- 
ville are  as  follows : 

From  Nasbville  to  the  Kentucky  line,  (Shut-in  Shoal) $122, 155  00 

From  Kentucky  line  to  Smith's  Shoala 91,609  00 

(See  Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1872,  pages  471  and  472.) 
For  Smith's  Shoals 70,000  00 

(See  Report  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  page  796.) 

Total  estimate 283,764  00 

Appropriated  by  act  of  August  14,  1876 : 

From  Nashville  to  the  Kentucky  line $15,000  00 

From  Ken  tuck  v  liue  to  the  foot  of  Smith's  Shoals 10,000  00 

For  Smith's  Shoals 25,000  00 

From  Smith's  Shoals  to  the  Falls  of  the  Cumberland 2, 000  00 

Total  appropriated 52,000  00 

Amount  expended 16,492  64 

This  work  is,  I  believe,  in  the  collection-district  of  New  Orleans.    The  amount  of 
revenue  collected  at  the  nearest  port  of  entry  is  uuknown  to  me. 


rkpout  of  captain  l.  coopkr  overman,  corps  op  engineers. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

yashrille^  Tenn.^  Xovemher  7,  1876. 

Captain  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  November  1, 1  have  to  respectfully  submit  the 
following: 

There  are  in  all  about  14  steamers  engaged  in  commerce  on  the  Cumberland :  9  of 
from  300  to  500  tons  each,  a*  d  5  of  from  125  to  260  tons ;  the  latter  are  alone  able  to  go 
in  all  parts  of  the  river.  Average  tonnage  is  therefore  about  320  tons.  These  steam- 
ers lun  between  Nashville  and  the  various  cities  on  the  Cumberland,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
and  Mis-sissippi  rivers.  During  high-water  season  the  smaller  class  of  steamboats  also 
ascend  Caney  Fork  and  Obed's  River,  branches  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  Cumberland  River  is  navigable  for  all  of  the  above  steamboats  for  6  months  in 
the  year  from  Nashville  to  the  mouth  of  the  river;  from  6  to  8  months  from  Nashville 
to  the  mouth  for  boats  drawing  3  feet  or  less,  aud  from  9  to  10  months  from  Nashville 
to  the  mouth  for  boats  of  about  20  inches  draught.     Distance,  192  miles. 

Above  Nashville  the  Cumberland  is  navigable  to  Point  Buruside,  (crossing  point  of 
the  Cincinnati  Southern  Railroad,)  a  distance  of  35?^  miles,  for  from  4  to  6  months,  for 
steamers  of  3  feet  draught  or  less,  and  from  2  to  3  months  for  the  larger  boats. 

Frcmi  Nashville  to  Bucksville,2:30  miles  above,  the  Cumberland  is  navigable  for  from 
5  to  7  months  for  steamers  of  3  feet  draught  or  less,  and  from  3  to  5  m^onths  for  larger 
boats. 

From  Nashville  to  Carthage,  120  miles  above,  the  Cumberland  is  navigable  from  6  to 
8  months  for  steamers  of  30  inches  draught  or  less,  and  from  4  to  5  mouths  for  the  larger 
boats. 

Flat-boat4ng  is  not  carried  on  extensively  upon  the  Cumberland,  except  to  brin^  out 
coal  from  points  above  Point  Buruside,  aud  this  is  only  practicable  during  occasional 
high  stages  of  river,  about  four  or  five  during  the  year.  A  small  quantity  of  produce 
and  some  tobacco  find  their  way  to  a  market  by  aid  of  the  llat-boats. 

Table  of  exports  and  imports  of  Xashrille  by  river. 


Articles. 


Cotton bales. 

Tobacco ., hogsluvKlft . 

Com .'. busliol  A . 

Oatii Imfthels. 

Wheat bufthpls. 

rionr barrels. 

Salt barrels. 


Exported  by 
liver. 


3, 785 
5,487 
196,  000 
2,fifi0 
l.OHO 
10,  4&'t 
7,340 


Received  fiym 
above  Nash- 
ville. 


447 
7,523 
1,368,000 
97,450 
54.  Ma 
13,375 
65.461 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX   R.  597 

Also  aboat  10,000  tons  of  niiscellaneons  freight.  Fifheen  millioD  feet  of  saw-loj^s  are 
annually  floated  from  the  upper  river  to  Nashville,  and  about  7,500,000  fret  are  floated 
on  the  lower  river.  About  500,000  bushels  of  coal  are  aonnaliy  shipped  by  the  niinea 
above  Nashville.  Th«  re  are  nine  luruaces  for  the  uiauufacturo  of  pig-irou  below 
Nashville,  on  the  river,  whose  aunual  average  product  equals  19,000  tous  of  metal. 

The  exports  by  river,  which  now  amount  aunuallj-  to  about  $10,000,000,  might  be  in- 
creased to  $20,000,000,  or  more,  were  the  river  more  reliable  for  uavigatiou. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.   COOPKR   OVEKM.VN, 

Captain  of  Jlu  gin  tire. 
Capt.  W.  R.  King, 

Corpfi  of  Engineers, 


R4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  C003A  RIVER,  GEORGIA  AND  ALABAMA. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  improvement  of  tbe 
Coosa  Eiver,  act  of  1876,  was  made  available,  Lienr.  William  L.  Mar- 
shall, Corps  of  Engineers,  was  directed  to  proceed  to  Rome,  Ga.,  and 
organize  parties  for  the  immediate  prosecution  of  the  work.  After  an 
examination  of  the  river,  from  Kome,  Ga.,  to  Greensport,  Ala.,  the  por- 
tion of  the  river  at  present  navigated,  during  a  very  low  and  hence  a 
very  favorable  stage,  he  selected  13  shoals  upon  winch  there  are  less 
than  2 J  feet  depth  at  low- water,  and  it  was  decided  to  begin  work  on 
these  shoals.  Parties  were  therefore  organized,  and  the  necessary  boats, 
tools,  &c.,  procured,  and  work  commenced  at  Ilorse-leg  Shoals,  1  J-  miles 
below  Kome. 

Other  parties  will  at  once  be  set  at  work  on  the  shoals  below,  and  it 
is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  the  present  working  season  this  portion 
of  the  river  will  be  put  in  good  navigable  condition. 

Another  imimrtant  part  of  the  improvement,  which  will  be  begun  as 
soon  as  practicable,  is  that  part  of  the  river  between  Greensport  and 
the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad  Bridge.  The  obstructions  hero 
are  of  a  more  formidable  character  and  will  require  considerable  money 
for  their  removal,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  importance  of  the  work  will 
amply  justify  the  expenditure. 

The  first  object  gained  will  be  to  oi)en  the  coalfields  of  Saint  Clair 
County,  Ala.,  to  the  people  of  iiome  and  the  owners  of  the  various  iron- 
works and  other  manufacturing  establishments  along  the  Coosa,  which 
are  languishing  for  the  want  of  cheap  coal. 

Second,  it  will  furnish  an  outlet  for  the  agricultural  products  of  a 
large  section  of  ^Northeastern  Alabama  and  Northwestern  Georgia,  and 
I  am  informed  that  it  would  enhance  the  value  of  large  tracts  of  land 
still  owned  by  the  United  States ;  and,  finally,  it  will  supply  an  impor- 
tant link  in  the  navigable  water-line  of  over  800  miles  in  length,  con- 
sisting of  the  Coosawattee,  Oostenaula,  Coosa,  Alabama,  and  Mobile 
rivers,  extending  from  near  the  Tennessee  line  to  Mobile,  Ala. 

In  his  report.of  1871,  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  1871,  p.  5G4,) 
Gen.  J.  11.  Simpson  says : 

The  tt'stimony  of  tbe  pilots  and  steamboat  men  ffenenilly  is  to  tbc  eftVct  that  tbe 
Coosa  River  is  always  Davigable  from  its  moii  b  toWetiimjika  wlionovrr  tbo  Alabama 
River  is  Davigable  from  Mobile  to  Montgomery.  As  it  is  very  seldom  that  navigation 
is  closed  between  Mobile  and  Montgomery  because  of  tbe  low  stago  of  water,  it  is  fair 
to  assume  that  the  opening  of  the  Coosa  Hirer  to  navigation  hettveen  ll'ttuinpLa  and  Greens^ 
poi't  will  be  the  I'irtual  opening  of  a  channel  for  direct  trade  btticeen  /lume,  Ga.,  and  Mobile, 
Ala.f  ria  the  Mobile,  Alabama,  and  Coosa  rivers,  ^*c. 

Of  the  815  miles,  including  the  Oostenaula  and  Coosawattee  rivers, 
that  would  thus  become  navigable  all  but  137  miles,  from  VVetumpka  to 
Greensport,  are  now  navigated  by  steamers. 
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The  Coosa  Kiver  is  an  exceptionally  favorable  one  for  improvement, 
since  its  mean  depth  is  greater  in  comparison  with  its  averaged  width 
than  most  of  the  western  rivers,  and  its  banks  and  channel  are  gener- 
ally well  defined  and  permanent.  The  necessity  for  its  improvement 
has  been  repeatedly  urged  by  legislatures,  commercial  societies,  and 
engineers. 

The  original  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  the  Coosa  River  from  the 
Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad  Bridge  to  Greensport  was  $170,668. 
(Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1872,  p.  543.) 

This  estimate  was  based  on  a  minimum  depth  of  channel  of  4^  feet 
at  low-water.  Lieutenant  Marshall  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  depth  of  3 
feet,  which  would  probably  be  stifllcient  for  all  present  needs  of  com- 
merce, can  be  obtained  for  less  than  two-thirds  of  that  sum,  or  $313,000. 

It  is  also  probable  that  a  still  further  reduction  can  be  made  by  sub- 
stituting at  some  of  the  shoals,  as  at  Ten  Islands  and  Whistenant's 
Shoals,  wire-rope  towage,  as  suggested  for  Smith's  Shoals,  on  the  Cum- 
berland River,  for  the  more  expensive  system  of  locks  and  dams. 

The  estimates  already  submitted  of  the  cost  of  improving  the  Coosa 
River  are  as  follows : 

From  Greensport  to  8elma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad  Biidge $470,668 

From  Great  Wills  Creek  to  Rome,  Ga 81,679 

Total 552,347 

Major  McFarland  states  that  the  cost  of  the  improvement  from  Great 
Wills  Creek  to  Rome  will  probably  amount  to  $180,000. 

This  is  for  a  depth  at  low- water  of  4  feet.  For  a  depth  of  3  feet  at  the  same  stage 
the  cost  would  be  not  more  than  half  this  amount. 

(See  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  p.  662.) 

This  work  is,  I  believe,  in  the  col  lection -district  of  Mobile.  The  reveuae  collected 
at  the  nearest  port  of  entry  is  unknown  to  mo. 

Money  statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  1 4,  1876 $30, 000  00 

July  1,  1H77,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $239  41 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 227  71 

467  12 

Julyl,  1877,  amount  available 29,532  88 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 522, 347  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  Juuo30, 1879.     100, 000  00 


R5. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  HIAWASSEE  RIVER. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  (act  of  August  14, 1876)  was  made  availa- 
ble for  the  improvement  of  this  river  on  the  1st  of  May,  1877,  and 
steps  were  immediately  taken  for  the  organization  of  working  parties, 
and  the  prei)aration  of  boats,  tools,  &c.,  for  carrying  on  the  work  by 
hired  labor,  it  being  of  such  a  nature  that  it  could  not  be  specified  with 
sufficient  accuracy  to  secure  the  Government  interests  in  a  contract. 

Assistant  Engineer  John  S.  Crary  was  placed  in  immediate  charge 
of  the  work,  and  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  river  from  Benton 
Landing  to  the  Tennessee. 

The  obstructions  known  as  Matthews'  Shoals  and  MagiPs  Island 
Shoals  were  selected  as  the  first  to  be  improved,  and  work  was  imme- 
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diately  commenced  on  them,  and  was  making  good  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  fiscal  year. 

At  Matthews's  Shoals  a  quarry  has  been  stripped  of  20  J  cubic  yards  of 
earth,  and  400  cubic  yards  of  rock  were  quarried. 

At  Magil's  Islaud  Shoals  140  cubic  yards  of  earth  were  stripped  from 
a  quarry,  and  200  cubic  yards  of  rock  quarried.  VVork  iu  the  channel 
will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  water  gets  a  little  lower,  and  work  at 
Blackbird  Shoals  will  be  started  early  in  July. 

A  question  which  is  likely  to  arise  as  soon  as  this  work  is  a  little 
further  advanced  is,  whether  the  B  ist  Tennessee  Railroad  Company 
shall  be  compelled  to  put  a  draw  in  their  bridge  across  this  stream  at 
Charleston  *?  This  bridge  is  only  36  feet  above  low-water,  and  scarcely 
anything  above  extreme  high-water,  so  that  at  low-water  the  ordinary 
class  of  boats  upon  the  Tennessee  and  its  tributaries  can  only  get  under 
the  bridge  by  takiug  down  their  chimneys  and  pilothouses,  while  at 
high-water  they  are  unable  to  pass  at  all.  Should  Congress  decide  to 
compel  the  company  to  put  in  a  draw,  I  suppose  it  will  require  a  special 
enactment  to  that  effect,  either  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose, 
or  requiring  the  company  to  build  it  at  their  own  expense.  On  the 
other  band,  should  it  be  decided  not  to  require  a  draw,  the  diflftculty 
will  have  to  be  obviated  by  taking  advantage  of  the  low-water  season, 
and  building  suitable  boats  for  the  purpose,  or  adapting  to  it  some  of 
the  smaller  ones  now  in  use,  by  lowering  their  pilot  houses  and  hinging 
their  chimneys,  as  is  now  done  on  the  Ohio  and  other  western  rivers. 

In  the  absence  of  any  authority  in  the  premises,  I  have  not  mentioned 
the  subject  to  the  railroad  company,  but  in  view  of  the  heavy  traffic 
over  this  bridge,  as  compared  with  that  on  the  river,  and  of  the  fact 
that  their  bridge  has  been  built  and  used  for  many  years  without  pro- 
test, they  would  be  decidedly  opposed  to  putting  in  a  draw. 

The  origiual  estimate  for  improving  the  Hiawassee  from  Savannah  Ford 

to  the  Tennessee  River  is $20,000  00 

Amount  appropriated,  act  of  187(5 10,000  00 

10, 000  00 

In  the  report  of  the  examination  of  the  Iliawassee  (Report  of  Chief 
of  Engineers,  1875,  p.  SOD)  it  is  stated  that  the  examination  included  a 
part  of  the  Ocoee,  viz,  "from  Savannah  Ford  to  its  junction  with  the 
Hiawassee,"  which  is  in  error,  since  Savannah  Ford  and  all  the  obstruc- 
tions mentioned  in  the  report  are  on  the  Kiawassee  itself. 

The  advantages  to  commerce  to  be  derived  from  the  improvement  of 
the  iliawassee  are  set  forth  in  the  report  just  referred  to,  and  I  am  at 
present  unable  to  make  any  material  a  idition  to  those  stated  therein  ; 
but  as  the  amount  required  to  complete  the  work  is  com  para  tiv'ely 
small,  I  think  no  further  arguments  will  be  needed  to  secure  the  neces- 
sary appropriation. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 ^10, 000  03 

Jnly  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year $281  20 

July  1,  1877,  outstanding  liabilities 703  20 

984  40 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 9,015  60 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 10, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  protitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  ld79.       10, 000  00 
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R  6. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  OCMULGEE  RIVER,  GEORGIA. 

The  river  and  harbor  act  of  187G  appropriated  $15,000  for  the  im' 
provement  of  the  Ocinulgee  liiver,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  on  the 
31st  of  May,  1877,  [  was  notified  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  that  the 
amount  had  been  made  available,  and  that  a  project  was  required  for 
its  expenditure. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  railroad  bridge  at  Hawkinsville  had 
effectually  barred  all  navigation  above  that  point,  I  so  reported  to  the 
Chief  of  Engineers,  who  directed  work  to  be  commenced  between  Haw- 
kinsville Jind  the  junction  of  the  Ocmulgee  with  the  Ocoue^. 

Steps  were  then  taken  to  organize  the  necessary  working-parties  for 
beginning  active  operations.  The  work  was  placed  in  immediate  charge 
of  Assistant  Engineer  B.  W.  Frobel,  who  was,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year,  engaged  in  making  an  examination  of  the  river,  and  procuring  the 
necessary  boats  and  other  tools  and  supplies  for  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  work. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  will  be  more  than 
is  required  for  the  river  below  Hawkinsville,  and  if  so,  authority  will  be 
asked  to  continue  the  improvement  above  Hawkinsville  toward  Macon. 

This  work  was  so  recently  placed  in  my  charge,  that  I  have  been 
unable  to  collect  any  reliable  statistics  as  to  the  probable  benefits  to  be 
derived  from  this  improvement;  but  should  it  be  decided  at  any  time 
to  connect  the  Ocmulgee  with  the  Tennessee  by  canal,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  work  now  being  done  wuU  be  fully  utilized. 

This  work  is  ia  the  coUection-district  of  Brauswick,  Gra.,  the  nearest  port  of  entry 
being  Brunswick,  Ga.  I  have  not  ascertained  the  amonot  of  revenae  collected*  there. 
The  nearest  permanent  structures  belonging  to  the  United  States  are  probably  the 
beacons  on  Wolf  Island,  near  Darien,  Ga. 

The  origfinal  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  work  of  improving  the  Oc- 
mulgee River,  providing  a  channel  80  feet  wide  and  4  feet  deep,  as  given 
by  Mr.  B.  W.  Frobel,  (Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1875,  Part  II,  p. 
671.)  was  as  follows  : 

From  Macon  to  Hawkinsville $42,911  00 

From  Hawkinsville  to  the  mouth  of  the  Oconee 8, 216  00 

51, 127  00 
To  which  was  added  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 5,113  00 

56,240  00 

Maj.  AV.  McFarland  states  that  the  cost  of  the  same  improvement  (page 
670,  same  report)  **will  be  not  less  than  double  that  given  in  the  esti- 
mate." 

Money  siatement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,1876 J15, 000  00 

July  1,  1877,  amouQt  expeuded  during  fiscal  year 46  67 

July  1,  1877,amount  available 14,953  33 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 41, 240  00 

Amount  that  can  beproiitably  expended  intiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.       41, 240  00 
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R  7. 
IMPROVEMENT  OF  OOSTENAULA  AND  COOSAWATTEE  RIVERS. 

No  work  was  done  on  eitlierof  these  rivers,  tbe  available  funds  having^ 
been  nearly  exhausted  in  1876,  since  which  time  no  appropriation  has 
been  made. 

A  small  balance  ($22.06)  of  the  old  appropriation  has  been  expended 
for  the  care  and  preservation  of  boats  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  work.    The  estimates  made  for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers  are — 

For  the  Oostenaula  River ?12,000  00 

For  the  Coosawattee  River 1 16,208  50 

28,208  50 

There  have  been  appropriated — 

For  the  OosteDaula  River,  act  of  1874 $10,000  00 

For  the  Oostcoaaia  and  Coosa wattee  Rivers,  at.  t  of  1875 .        5, 000  00 

15,000  oa 
The  whole  of  this  amount  has  been  expended. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $2*2  06 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 22  06 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 13, 20S  50 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  epding  June  30,  1879.  13, 208  50 


R  8, 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  ETOWAH  RIVER,  GEORGIA. 

An  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Etowab 
River,  act  of  Anp^ust  14,  1876,  was  made  available  for  that  work  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1877,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  pre- 
pare a  project  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  under  that  appropriation. 

As  the  improvement  of  this  stream  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  job, 
owing  to  the  great  number  and  frequency  of  shoals  and  rapids,  the 
estimated  cost  of  improving  the  first  50  miles  above  liome  being 
$274,718,  it  was  found  difficult  to  devise  a  plan  for  the  economical  ex- 
penditure of  so  small  a  sum  as  that  appropriated.  This  will  be  evident 
from  the  fact  that  the  only  plans  for  improvement  as  yet  proposed  con- 
sist in  a  series  of  locks  and  dams,  some  ten  in  number,  or  a  canal  along- 
side the  river.  (See  report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1872,  pages  535-548.} 
The  amount  of  the  appropriation  would  not  be  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
beginning  of  a  single  lock,  either  by  contract  or  by  hired  labor,  since 
most  if  not  the  whole  of  the  amount  would  necessarily  be  absorbed  in 
preparatory  expenses  for  beginning  the  work. 

In  order  to  ascertain  definitely  whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  work 
could  be  advantageously  commenced  at  the  present  time,  Lieut.  William 
L.  Marshall,  Corps  of  Engineers,  was  directed  to  make  a  re  examina- 
tion of  the  river  from  Cartersville  to  Kome,  Ga.  This  examination 
was  not  completed  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  it  was  not,  therefore, 
possible  to  complete  the  project  in  time  to  appear  iu  this  report.  The 
result  of  the  examination,  as  since  developed,  has,  however,  confirmed 
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the  views  already  expressed  as  to  tbe  aecessity  for  having  more  money 
before  the  heavy  work  is  begun,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended  that 
Congress  be  asked  to  make  appropriations  accordingly. 

In  the  mean  time  an  instrumental  survey  of  the  river  could  be  made 
with  a  view  to  locating  the  necessary  locks' and  dams,  and  for  procuring 
the  necessary  data  for  ascertaining  and  specifying  the  work  required. 
Tbis  has  not  jet  been  done,  and  will  be  necessary  whether  the  work  is 
carried  on  by  contract  or  hired  labor. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant  Marshall  on  his  examination  of  the  Etowah, 
although  not  completed  within  the  fiscal  year,  is  hereto  appended.  Xo 
estimate  of  the  total  cost  of  improving  the  Etowah  Kiver  can  be  sub- 
mitted with  this  report,  as  the  project  for  its  improvement  is  as  yet  in- 
complete. Only  one  appropriation  has  been  made  for  this  work,  viz,  by 
act  of  1876,  $10,000. 

Ko  expenditures  were  made  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Money  statement. 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 $10,000  00 

July  1,  18:7,  umonufc  available 10,000  00 


RKPOKT  OF  IJKUTENANT  W.  L.   MARSHALL,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Rome,  Ga.,  July  15, 1877. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter,  dated  June  30,  1877,  directing  an  examination 
of  tbe  Etowah  River,  with  a  view  of  a8certainin<;  whether  any  local  advantage  would 
accrue  from  the  expenditure,  at  any  points  alonir  that  stream,  of  the  $10,000  appro- 
priated for  it  by  Congress  in  1876, 1  have  conversed  with  people  living  on  its  banks ; 
with  the  Hon.  \V.  11.  Felron,  M.  C,  of  Cartersviliw,  Ga.,  who  takes  great  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  this  river,  and  have  also  made  an  examination  in  person  of  the  river 
between  Cartersville  and  Rome,  and  have  the  honor  to  report : 

First.  That  there  is  no  local  interest  which  can  be  benefited  by  local  improvements. 

Second.  That  there  is  no  demand  whatever  for  navigation  from  one  point  to  another 
along  the  course  of  the  stream  itself,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  discover,  no  demand  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Etowah,  except  a  contingent  one,  i.  «.,  in  case  the  obstractions  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Coosa  below  Greensport,  Ala.,  are  removed,  so  as  to  open  the 
great  coal-fields  of  Alabama  to  commerce.  The  mineral  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  the  counties  of  North  Georgia  bordering  the  Etowah  demand  an  interest  in  the  ben- 
•efits  of  cheap  coal.  The  opening  of  the  Etowah  will  then  be  felt  as  a  necessity.  The 
region  about  Cartersville  and  the  Upper  Etowah  is  very  rich  in  iron,  manganese,  barytes, 
and  other  minerals.  There  are  many  furnaces,  for  the  most  part  out  of  blast  on  ac- 
•count  of  high-priced  fuel,  and  the  entire  region  sufi'ers  from  the  high  rates  of  trans- 
portation charged  by  the  railroads  for  that  commodity. 
'  Third.  My  examination  of  the  Etowah  convinces  me  that  it  is  impracticable  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  that  stream  without  the  application  of  locks  and  dams.  The 
fall  of  the  river  between  Owl  Creek  and  Rome,  as  given  by  Mr.  R.  C.  McCalla,  who 
-examined  it  in  1872,  exceeds  5  feet  per  mile  on  an  average,  which  fall  is  not  uniformly 
distributed,  but  mostly  occurs  at  the  reefs  and  shoals,  which  are  very  frequeut  in  some 
parts  of  the  river,  and  at  others  comparatively  few. 

At  the  following  points  the  fall  equals  or  exceeds  7  feet  per  mile : 

1.  Near  Douthard's  Ferry,  4  miles  below  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad  bridge  at 
Cartersville. 

2.  One-half  mile  below  Turolln's  Ferry,  or  about  15  miles  below  the  Railroad  bridge 
near  Cartersville,  is  a  shoal  one-fourth  mile  long,  over  which  there  is  a  fall  of  2|-  feet, 
or  11  feet  per  mile. 

3.  At  Harden's  Ferry,  21  miles  below  Cartersville,  is  a  succession  of  rock-reefs,  ex- 
tending for  one-fifth  of  a  mile,  over  which  is  a  fall  of  2^  feet,  or  12|  feet  per  mile. 
Kiver  650  feet  wide;  8  inches  water  on  reefs. 

4.  Three  hundred  yards  below  this  shoal  is  another  rapid  fall  of  6^  feet  in  two-fifths 
of  a  mile,  or  16.2  feet  per  mile.  The  river  is  obstructed  with  very  large  bowlders ;  is 
wide,  with  high  banks. 

5.  Eighteen  miles  above  Rome  is  a  shoal  where  the  fall  is  nearly  4  'eet  in  one-fourth 
of  a  mile,  or  16  feet  per  mile. 
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6.  Fifteen  miles  above  Rome,  one-half  mile  lonsr,  over  which  there  is  a  fall  of  6  feet 
in  one-half  mile  ;  river  with  high  banks.    This  shoal  is  near  Duncan  Marchisou's. 

7.  Eleven  miles  above  Rome  is  a  shoal  of  2  feet  fall  in  1,200  feet. 

8.  Seven  miles  above  Rome  is  a  shoal  over  which  is  a  fall  of  3|  feet  in  one-half 
mile ;  banks  of  river  high. 

9.  Within  5  miles  of  Rome  is  a  stretch  of  rapid  shoal  water  with  several  rock -reefs 
and  gravel-bars,  which  can  be  improved  to  advantage  only  by  a  lock  and  dam. 

At  all  of  the  above  points  locks  and  dams  will  be  required,  including  the  two  mill- 
dams  at  Cartersville. 

There  will  be  required  11  locks  and  dams  between  Rome  and  Cartersville,  41  miles 
distant. 

In  addition  to  the  above  are  many  reefs,  fish-traps,  and  gravel-bars,  npon  which  I 
rarely  found  as  much  as  1  foot  of  water.  The  river  is  now  about  its  usual  low-water 
fitage. 

In  this  connection  I  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Long,  assistant  en- 
gineer, in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1872.  From  his  report  I 
should  judge  that  the  river  was  considerably  higher  when  he  made  his  examination 
than  when  I  came  down  it,  since  at  most  of  the  reefs,  even  where  he  reports  from  18 
inches  to  2  feet  of  water,  I  was  compelled  to  get  out  and  lift  the  small  bateau  in  which 
I  traveled,  over  the  rocks  and  shoals,  for  want  of  sufficient  water  to  float  it. 

Mr.  Long  estimates  for  a  channel  80  feet  wide,  with  3  feet  navigation  at  low- 
water,  but  I  cannot  believe  that  it  is  practicable  to  secure  this  depth  and  width  of 
channel  at  low-water  by  other  means  than  locks  and  dams,  for  the  reason  that  the 
stream  averages  only  250  feet  in  width,  and  the  depth  of  water  on  the  shoals  at  low- 
water  rarely  exceeds  1  foot,  at  many  of  them,  where  the  fall  is  considerable,  it  is 
much  less.  If,  then,  a  channel  80  feet  wide  and  3  feet  deep  is  excavated  through  the 
reefs,  the  discbarge  of  the  river  will  not  be  sufficient  at  low-water  to  fill  the  channel 
where  the  fall  is  considerable  and  the  current  rapid.  The  lowering  of  the  upper  pools 
thereby  caused  will  also  considerably  increase  the  amount  of  excavation.  In  other 
respects  I  agree  with  Mr.  Long's  reports  and  estimates. 

The  navigation  of  the  Coosa  at  low- water  is  2  feet.  At  fourteen  places  between 
Rome  and  Gadsden  at  extreme  low-water  there  is  2  feet  or  low-water  on  the  shoals, 
and  the  present  work  on  that  stream  is  directed  to  securing  2^  feet  navigation  at  this 
stage. 

On  the  Oostenaula  the  navigation  is  2  feet  at  low- water,  and  the  boat  running  upon 
it  is  20  feet  beam  and  120  feet  long.  If  similar  navigation  is  secured  upon  the  Etowah, 
a  channel  40  feet  wide  and  2  feet  deep  will  be  sufficient  at  dead  low-water,  and  there  is 
water  sufficient  for  securing  such  navigation. 

If  it  is  judged  advisable  to  expend  the  amount  of  the  present  appropriation  upon 
the  Etowah,  I  would  then  respectfully  suggest  that,  awaiting  further  appropriations 
from  Congress  for  the  locks  and  dams,  the  work  begin  at  Rome  and  be  directed  to 
secure  2  feet  navigation  at  low-water,  with  channel  40  feet  wide  over  the  lower  ob- 
structions only,  and  that  for  the  information  of  Congress  Mr.  Long  be  requested  to  re- 
vise his  estimates  to  agree  with  this  modified  plan. 

The  banks  of  the  Etowah  are  high  throughout,  and  it  may  be  easily  slack- watered, 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $10,000  per  mile,  if  advantage  Is  taken  of  all  stretches  of 
navigable  water. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  L.  Marshall, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers, 

Capt.  W.  R.  King, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  Ui  S.  A. 
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ANNUAL  EEPOET  OP  MAJOR  G.  WEITZEL,  CORPS  OF  ENGI- 
NEERS, FOR  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1877. 

United  States  Enchneee  Offioe, 

Detroit^  Mkh.,  July  13,  1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  reports 
relating  to  the  works  of  river  and  harbor  improvements  under  my 
charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
Majm'  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


Si. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  FALLS  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

The  history  and  condition  of  this  work  during  the  last  fiscal  year  is 
fully  given  in  the  following  report  of  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie,  Corps  of 
Engineers : 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Lotmvillej  Ky.j  June  30,  1877. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  operations  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  and  enlargement  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 

The  work  projected  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  as  follows:  To  complete  the 
rock-excavation  at  the  head  of  the  canal ;  to  complete  the  cross-dam  at  the  head  of 
the  falls,  leaving  an  opening  of  600  feet  on  the  Indiana  side,  and  making  a  new  open- 
ing of  400  feet  at  the  head  of  the  middle  channel ;  to  close  400  feet  of  the  Indiana 
opening  and  the  entire  middle  opening  with  movable  dams,  thus  leaving  openings  in 
the  dam  of  1,000  feet  during  hign  water,  and  closing  these  openings  to  200  feet  during 
low  water ;  to  place  a  movable  dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  to  assist  in  flushing  out 
the  river-deposit ;  to  build  new  guard-gates  for  the  new  locks,  and  for  the  head  of  the 
canal ;  to  raise  the  masonry  around  the  gate-recesses  of  the  middle  gates  of  the  now 
locks,  thus  allowing  the  canal  to  be  used  with  a  higher  stage  of  water;  to  improve 
the  Indiana  channel  on  the  falls  by  removing  the  worst  obstructions. 

Of  this  work^  the  building  of  a  movable  dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal  has,  upon  fur- 
ther investigation,  been  judged  to  be  unnecessary,  and  the  construction  of  new  guard- 
gates  has  been  carried  on  as  ordinary  repairs  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 

The  removal  of  rock  at  the  head  of  the  canal,  and  the  building  of  the  dam  at  the 
head  of  the  falls,  are  works  which  can  only  be  carried  on  economically  during  low 
stages  of  the  river.  For  the  rock-excavation,  the  gauge-reading  at  the  head  of  the 
canal  should  not  be  greater  than  4  feet,  and  a  reading  of  3  feet,  or  less,  is  still  more 
preferable.  Since  November,  1875,  there  have  been  but  10  days  wheu  the  gauge-read- 
ing was  less  than  4  feet,  and  the  lowest  reading  during  this  time  was  3.7  feet. 

None  of  the  work  has  therefore  been  attempted.  It  could  have  been  done  at  a  great 
cost,  but  the  immediate  completion  of  the  work  is  not  so  imperative  as  to  justify  an 
increase  over  estimates  based  on  low  water. 
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Durinp;  tbe  past  year  the  ensjineer-property  pertaining  to  this  work,  such  as  steara- 
pimipf),  drills,  timber,  tools,  &c.,  has  been  carefully  stored  at  the  locks,  and  signal- 
lights  have  been  kept  up  on  the  coffer-dam  at  the  head  of  the  canal. 

All  the  work  so  far  done  on  the  improvement  is  in  good  condition,  excepting  the 
dam  at  the  head  of  Sand  Island  ;  but  the  condition  of  this  dam  is,  at  present,  of  but 
little  importance,  as  tbe  river-channel  between  the  island  and  the  Indiana  shore  is 
pretty  well  filled  np,  and  during  low  water  the  entire  river  is  thrown  south  of  the 
island.  The  head  of  the  Island  is  well  protected  by  riprap,  but  its  south  side  contin- 
ues to  wash  during  low  water. 

The  earthen  banks  of  the  canal  remain  in  very  good  condition,  and  the  Bermuda 
graf'S,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  killed  by  cold,  now  shows  some  signs  of  life. 
The  Osage-orange  hedge,  planted  last  year,  will  in  a  few  years  replaoe  thi  wooden 
fence  which  now  protects  the  banks. 

A  low  stage  of  water  is  predicted  for  the  fall  months,  and,  if  this  prediction  comes 
true,  work  on  the  dam  at  the  head  of  the  falls,  and  the  rock-excavaiiiouat  the  head  of 
the  canal,  will  be  pushed  forward  rapidly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

Maj.  6.  Weitzet., 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  U,  S.  A. 

The  estimates  for  the  work  which  still  remains  to  be  done  on  this  im- 
provement, according  to  the  project,  were  based  upon  a  stage  of  water 
as  low  as  that  in  which  the  portion  so  far  completed  has  been  done. 
The  river  did  not  get  to  this  stiijre  during  the  last  year  for  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  to  warrant  a  beginning,  and,  as  it  is  not  of  such  imper- 
ative necessity  as  to  warrant  extravagant  expenditure,  none  was  at- 
tempted. 

It  there  conies  a  low-water  stage  during  the  approaching  fall,  the 
operations  will  consist  of  conipleting  the  rock-excavation  inside  of  the 
apron-dam  at  the  head  of  the  Cruial,and  removing  a  few  of  the  most 
dangerous  spots  in  the  Indiana  Chute  to  facilitate  the  navigation  of  the 
falls  by  that  channel.  The  masonry  around  the  gate- recesses  of  the 
middle  gates  of  the  new  locks  will  be  raised  so  that  the  canal  can  be 
used  with  a  higher  stage  of  water.  This  is  of  considerable  practical 
importance,  as  with  the  present  walls  and  gates  there  comes  a  period 
when  the  canal  cannot  be  used,  and  the  difference  of  level  between  tbe 
upper  and  lower  pools  is  still  a  little  too  great  to  permit  the  falls  to  be 
ascended  by  ordinary  craft 

The  completion  of  the  cross-dam  at  the  head  of  the  falls  will  be  sus- 
pended for  the  present.  We  are  engaged  in  studying  the  details  of  a  plan 
for  freeing  the  work  as  much  as  possible  in  periods  of  coal  rushes,  by  pro- 
viding a  chute  down  the  falls  for  them.  This  will  answer  the  purpose 
much  better  than  an  additional  enlargement  of  the  canal,  and  will  cost 
much  less,  and  it  will  prevent  accumulation  of  coal-boats  in  the  canal 
and  the  consequent  delays  to  passenger-steamers. 

The  proposeit  improvement  will  necessitate  some  slight  changes  in 
the  cross-dam,  and  hence  the  construction  of  the  latter  will  be  tempo- 
rarily suspended. 

It  bas  been  ascertained  by  practical  experience  that  a  movable  dam 
at  the  head  of  the  canal  will  not  be  of  as  much  service  in  clearing  it  of 
mud  deposits  by  the  facility  which  it  would  give  to  flushing  as  to  war- 
rant the  expense.  Since  the  two  dredges,  the  mud-scows,  and  the  tow- 
boat  have  been  all  placed  in  first-class  condition  we  have  bad  no  dicli- 
culty  in  keeping  the  canal  and  locks  well  cleaned  out. 

It  is  not  necessary  now  to  keep  the  Sand  Island  dam  in  repair,  and 
no  more  money  will  be  expended  upon  it. 

Tbe  reason  wby  this  work  has  cost  more  than  the  original  estimate 
was  given  by  me  in  my  annual  report  for  tbe  fiscal  year  ending  June 
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30, 1874.  The  excess  in  cost  is  entirely  due  to  tbe  manner  in  which  the 
appropriations  were  made.  If  these  had  been  made  as  1  recommended^ 
I  am  certain  that  I  could  have  built  the  work  in  three  good  seasons^ 
and  at  a  cost  less  than  my  estimate. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  work,  as  stated  in  my  annual  report 
lor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870,  was  $1,243,500.  There  has 
been  allotted  and  appropriated  for  it  as  follows : 

1868,  allotted $85,000 

1869,  allotted 178,^00 

1870,  appropriated 450,000 

1871,  appropriated 250,000- 

1872,  appropriated 300,000' 

1873,  appropriated 100,000* 

1875,  appropriated 100,000 

Total 1,403,200 

Of  this  amount  $1,380,549.32  has  been  expended. 

No  additional  appropriation  is  required  for  tbe  next  fiscal  year. 

The  work  is  located  in  the  third  collection-district  of  Kentucky.    The  nearest  port- 
of  entry  is  Louisville,  Ky.    The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  this  port  during  the 
fiscal  year  was  $60,571.25. 

The  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  all  its 
branches  will  be  benefited  by  the  completion  of  this  wori£. 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available 1^9,749  30 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 7,098  62 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 82,650  68 


S2. 

SUPERINTENDENCE,   MANAGEMENT,   AND    REPAIR  OF   THE    LOUISVILLE 
AND  PORTLAND  CANAL. 

On  the  31st  of  last  December  I  made  my  third  special  report  on  this 
work  in  order  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  3  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  11,  1874,  en- 
titled : 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Lonisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company. 

In  addition  this  is  the  third  annual  report  on  this  subject.  Of  neces- 
sity there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  repetition. 

The  annexed  annual  report  of  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neers, gives  the  history  and  condition  of  the  work  during  thelast  year. 

We  have  continued  the  superintendence  and  management  of  the  canal 
according  to  the  same  system  which  has  heretofore  been  pursued.  Wo 
are  continuing  the  repairs  necessary  for  placing  the  work  in  good  con- 
dition with  as  much  rapidity  as  the  funds  on  bands  will  permit. 

But  a  very  important  subject  which  has  been  referred  to  in  all  my  re- 
ports has  not  received  that  attention^  from  Congress  which  its  impor- 
tance demands.  I  refer  to  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  government  of  the  canal  and  those  using  it.  (See  foot 
of  page  765,  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  Part  1.)  Tbe 
power  to  enact  such  rules  should  be  granted  by  law  to  tbe  Secretary  of 
War.  My  assistants  on  tbe  canal  are  absolutely  powerless  to  control 
matters  when  there  is  a  rush  of  business,  as  always  comes  with  a  coal- 
boat  rise. 
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As  Congress  has  not  acted  in  this  matter,  I  directed  Captain  Mac- 
kenzie to  bring  the  matter  to  me  officially  in  the  shape  of  a  letter. 

Accordingly  he  addressed  a  communication  to  me,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy : 

Office  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal, 
Louisville,  Ky,,  Mardi  9, 1877. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfally  ask  to  be  informed  whether,  under  existing  laws,  the 
Buperinteudent  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  has  authority  to  regulate  the 
niovemeut  of  boats  in  the  canal,  aud  prevent  unnecessary  delays?  It  lias  been  assumed 
in  all  yearly  reports,  and  in  my  letter  of  March  9,  1876,  that  nntil  some  legislation 
was  had,  the  superintendent  had  no  means  of  enforcing  his  orders.  All  stearoboatmen 
«eem  to  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  provide  against  their  delays 
from  any  cause  whatsoever.  I  have  always  held  that  when  they  were  detained  in  the 
canal  by  the  carelessness  or  willfulness  of  others,  they  should  seek  redress  in  the 
courts.  There  must  be  laws  especially  directed  to  preventing  the  obstruction  of  navi- 
gable channels,  and  tbe  question  is  whether  those  injured  by  the  delay  or  the  canal 
management  should  prosecute  the  oifender.  The  superintendent  of  the  canal  is  most 
certainly  willing  to  take  action  and  responsibility  in  the  matter  if  he  is  justified  by 
law  in  so  doing.  The  only  reference  to  the  subject  that  I  can  find  is  in  section  10  of 
tlie  original  charter  granted  to  the  canal  company  by  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  in 
1825.  This  section  states  **  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  willfully  and  knowingly 
do  any  a<;t  or  thing  whatever,  whereby  the  said  navigation  or  any  lock,  gate,  dam,  en- 
gine, machine,  or  other  thing  thereto  belonging,  shall  be  injured,  or  damaged,  or  im- 
peded, or  shall  commit  any  willfnl  trespass,  or  take,  or  carry  away,  or  conceal,  any 
material,  instrument,  tool,  or  other  thing  belonging  to  or  used  in  of  about  the  said 
works,  or  shall  oneo,  or  cause  the  locks  to  be  opened,  or  attempt  to  do  so,  or  to  pass  or 
repass  without  the  knowledge  of  the  agent  or  manager  to  said  canal,  he,  she,  or  they  so 
offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  canal  company,  their  tenant  or  agent,  three 
times  the  amount  of  the  cost  or  damage  sustained  by  means  of  or  through  such  will- 
ful acts,  together  with  costs  of  suit,  to  be  recovered  before  any  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  and  in  case  of  clandestinely  taking  and  carrying  away,  be  liable  to  a  prose- 
cution for  theft,  as  in  other  cases." 

This  section  was  evidently  intended  to  cover  the  canal  company  against  any  losa  sus- 
tained by  them,  either  in  form  of  property  or  damages  for  delays.  I  do  not  see  that 
the  superintendent  can,  on  the  strength  of  this*  section,  take  any  action  further  than 
to  instruct  those  in  charge  of  boats  how  and  when  to  move,  leaVing  it  for  those  who 
sustain  any  loss  by  a  refusal  to  obey  the  orders,  to  obtain  their  redress  in  a  coart  of 
justice. 

I  have  always  given  this  advice,  and  have  promised  to  give  assistance  and  famish 
such  evidence  of  tlie  delay  as  might  be  within  the  knowledge  of  the  canal  management. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  for  a  definite  decision  in  this  matter,  which  will  either  give 
the  superintendent  of  the  canal  authority  to  enforce  his  orders,  or  relieve  him  from  the 
blame  and  censure  of  parties  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  canal. 

I  inclose  a  note  received  this  morning  from  the  captain  of  one  of  the  Henderson 
packets,  sliowing  an  example  of  the  delays  referred  to.  This  same  boat,  the  Whale, 
caused  much  trouble  last  night,  delaying  several  boats.  Last  month  the  Robt.  Mitchell, 
drawing  much  more  water  than  was  shown  by  the  gauges,  came  into  the  canal,  got 
aground  and  blocked  up  the  canal  for  4r^  hours,  delaying  several  steamboats.  These 
are  but  a  few  examples  of  many  similar  delays,  willful  as  far  as  tbe  offending  boats  are 
concerned,  but  unavoidable  as  far  as  the  management  of  the  canal  is  concerned. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackenzie, 
Captain  of  Engineers, 

Maj.  G.  Weitzel, 

Corps  of  Engineers, 

I  forwarded  this  letter  with  an  iridorsemeat,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: 

UxrTED  States  Engineer  Office, 

Detroit,  Mich,,  March  15,  1877. 
Respectfully  forwarded.  This  communication  explains  itself.  I  respectfully  request 
A  decision  on  tbe  qnestion  presented  by  Captain  Mackenzie.  In  every  one  of  my 
reports  I  have  asked  that  a  system  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
those  using  the  canal  be  enacted  into  law,  but  so  far  no  action  has  been  taken  by 
Congress.  The  delays  referred  to  by  Captain  Mackeuzie  are  liable  to  bring  the  canal 
management  into  serious  discredit. 

G.  Weitzkl, 
Major  of  Engineers, 
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To  this  I  have  not  yet  received  a  reply. 

1  have  had  charge  of  the  canal  since  it  whs  turned  over  to  me  by  the 
former  management  on  June  11, 1874.  The  following  table  gives,  in  a 
condensed  form,  the  financial  statement  for  this  period : 


ReceipU. 

Expenses— 

For  msn- 
agemeot. 

For  repairs.  1      Total. 

■  I 

DuriBff  June,  1874 

Durine  fiscal  vear  endine  June  30.  1875 

$-2,744  85 
54,814  11 
78, 108  64 
W2, 953  90 

12.  490  78 
43, 195  66 
44. 373  56 
46,323  58 

$2,490  78 

1-2.  691  49 
14.  892  92 
19,  814  89 

45  887  15 

During  fiscal  jear  ending  JnnelM).  1876 

Daring  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877 

59,266  48 
66. 138  47 

Total 

218. 615  50 

136,383  58 

37, 399  30        17!1  7A9  .9A 

\ 

Bzoess  of  receipts  over  expenses,  144,832.63. 

Now  these  permanent  improvements  and  repairs,  which  have  cost 
only  $37,399.30,  were  estimated  to  cost  at  least  $54,035.  They  were 
made  with  such  economy,  becanse  the  work  was  done  immediately  under 
the  eye  of  my  assistants  by  days'  labor,  and  the  machinery  and  work- 
shops of  the  canal  were  employed,  as  well  as  the  mechnnics  and  laborers 
engaged  in  the  management  when  they  were  not  busy  at  their  legitimate 
duties. 

The  $16,635.70  which  was  saved  by  this  method  should,  therefore,  be 
credited  to  the  canal  management. 

It  will  cost  about  $6,000  mor0  to  make  the  improvements,  for  which  I 
have  no  authority.  I  propose  to  ask  for  authority,  then,  to  repair  the 
old  locks,  converting  the  three  chambers  into  two,  so  that  they  will  have 
the  capacity  to  pass  nearly  all  the  vessels  that  now  nse  the  canal.  Then 
I  will  ask  for  authority  to  give  the  lift-gates  and  miter-walls  of  the  new 
locks  a  complete  overhauling  and  improvement,  so  that  much  of  the 
labor  and  time  now  consumed  in  operating  these  locks  may  be  perma- 
nently saved.  After  this  is  done  I  propose  to  ask  for  authority  to  erect 
the  requisite  number  of  plain  cottages  near  the  locks  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  employes,  so  that  they  can  be  called  out  rapidly  at  night, 
when  needed.  And  then  I  will  ask  for  authority  to  gradually  enlarge 
the  existing  dry-dock,  so  that  it  will  accommodate  the  vessels  that  use 
the  new  locks.  At  present  it  has  only  the  dimensions  requisite  for  dock- 
ing the  vessels  that  could  use  the  old  locks. 

When  this  work  is  done  everything  will  be  in  splendid  working  con- 
dition, and  then  it  will  be  safe  still  further  to  reduce  the  rates  of  toll, 
which  are  now  only  about  one-tenth  of  tho^e  which  were  charged  by  the 
former  management. 

It  will  be  seen  irom  my  various  reports  that  the  business  of  the  canal 
is  steadily  on  the  increase,  and  if  this  increase  continues  there  will  be  a 
just  demand  in  a  short  time  for  further  accommodations.  I  have  sug- 
gested a  method  for  meeting  this  want,  in  my  report  on  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio  River,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  printed 
with  this. 

.Captain  Mackenzie,  and  the  employes  under  him,  have  continued  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  this  work  with  the  same  economy,  fidelity,  and 
industry  which  have  characterized  the  management  since  tht?  Govern- 
ment took  charge  of  it. 

Annexed  hereto  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1877 : 
39  E 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC  . 


610 


.REPORT    OF   THE    CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

Financial  statement  for  flaoal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 


Deposits. 

Expenditures. 

Months. 

Amount. 

Months. 

Amount. 

jnly    

1876. 

$6,  465  08 
5,^1  33 
5,037  40 
6, 727  89 
8.030  01 
4, 144  10 

820  56 
9, 5i69  36 
3,  867  36 
11,256  46 
11,678  01 
10, 390  34 

July 

1876. 

|3  307  50 

A  \i<iiist - -  - 

6,989  34 

Sept*iiib©r 

Sept4»mber  . 
October  .... 

6, 126  33 

OctolM^r    .     

3,648  72 

jSTovflinber  . 

"""i877i 

November.. 
December . . 

January- ••- 

4,227  42 

December . . 

10, 434  09 
3,431  11 

1877. 

February  .. 
Maivh  ..... 

4, 038  <>3 

March 

5,  692  36 

April        .  . 

A  pnl 

5,244  07 

May  - - 

May 

4,675  87 

JuiiO 

June 

6,302  73 

82, 953  90 

66, 138  47 

Cash  OQ  baud  June  30,  1677,  «44,  832 

.62. 

REPORT  OP    CArTAIN   A    MACKENZIE,  CORPS   OF  ENGINEERS. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  June  30,  1877. 

Sik:  I  have  the  lionor  to  snhmif.  the  following  report  upou  the  superinteudeDce* 
iiiaDHgeiriHur.,  and  repair  of  the  L'juisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing Jnne  !iO,  1877. 

The  canal  has  now  been  under  the  management  of  the  United  States  for  three  years, 
but  it  has  only  been  eighteen  months  since  the  surplus  of  receipts  over  ordinary  ex- 
penses jurttified  commencing  repairs  and  iaiprovjements.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
yoar  1876  such  work  has  been  carried  on,  gradually  placing  the  canal  and  its  acces- 
bories  in  perfect  working  ord«-r. 

The  following  \h  a  summary  of  the  work  accomplished  during  the  past  year: 

The  repairs  of  the  tow-boat  have  been  completed,  and  a  large  fire  and  wrecking  pump 
has  been  added  to  the  boat's  outfit. 

A  new  hull  and  a  new^  boiler  have  been  built  for  dredge  No.  2,  its  engine  has  been 
thoroughly  repaired,  and  machinery  for  raising' spuds  by  steam  has  been  put  in. 

Dunip-8cow  No.  4  has  been  rebuilt. 

The  hhops  have  been  extended,  and  the  following  additional  machines  have  been  set 
np  :  one  dimension-planer,  one  boring-machine,  one  circular  saw,  and  one  grind  stone. 
The  work  done  in  these  shops  during  the  year  has  caused  a  saving  of  $1,841.70,  while 
the  total  cost  of  machinery  has  been  but  $1,737.2D. 

A  set  of  new  guard-gates,  each  leaf  of  which  is  47'  8"  by  46'  11''  and  weighs  66|-  tonfl, 
bas  been  built  and  put  in  at  the  head  of  the  new  locks,  and  a  set  of  new  gates  for  the 
head  of  canal  is  now  almost  completed. 

The  building  of  these  gates  at  the  locks,  under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  canal,  has  resulted  in  having  the  work  admirably  done  and  in  saving  many 
thousands  of  dollars.  The  high  guard-gates  have  cost  $6,227.59,  and  the  set  for  the 
head  of  the  canal  will  have  cost  when  completed  about  $4,000.  The  original  estimate 
for  this  work,  based  upon  the  cost  of  tUe  lift-gates,  which  were  built  by  contract,  was 
.§24,000. 

New  winding-machinery  has  been  provided  for  the  middle  gates  of  the  new  locks, 
and  inch  obrome-steel  chains  have  been  substituted  for  the  iron  chains  formerly  used. 
It  is  expected  that  this  new  machinery  will  greatly  facilitate  the  moving  of  the  gates, 
and  its  strength  is  so  great  that  the  annoyance  of  breakages  will  be  done  away  with. 
The  new  machinery  will  be  applied  to  all  the  gates,  and  when  the  work  is  complet«d, 
it  will  cause  a  yearly  saving  in  operation  expenses  of  about  |2,400.  The  frictionAlrnma 
at  the  boitom  of  the  well-holes  have  been  set  up  anew  and  greatly  strengthened. 

The  bridge  crossing  the  canal  at  Eighteenth  street  bas  been  thoroughly  repaired  ;  a 
new  floor  has  been  laid,  and  the  turning-machinery  has  been  improved  and  strength- 
ened. 

Fourteen  lamps,  furnished  by  the  Light-House  Department,  have  been  set  up  on  the 
lock-walls.  The  gates  and  louk-chambors  can  now  be  made  almost  as  light  by  night 
as  by  day. 

A  foundation  for  the  superintendent's  office  has  been  completed  and  work  on  the 
bnilding  has  been  commenced. 

A  second  fire-cistern  is  being  built,  and  hand  fire-pumps  have  been  connected  witli 
he  cibtern  built  last  year. 
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The  slopes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  locks  have  been  partially  graded  and  sodded,  and 
the  slopes  along  the  oanal-banks  have  been  repaired. 
,    The  toll-collecfeor's  hoase  and  the  workshops  have  been  painted. 

In  addition  to  the  work  above  ennmerated,  numerous  and  constant  repairs  have 
been  made  on  boats,  gates,  machinery,  &c. 

The  dredges  have  removed  during  the  year  95,282  cubic  yards  of  sediment.    In  Oc- 
tober one  dredge,  notwithstanding  unmerous  delays  caused  by  passing  boats,  removed 
8,322  cubic  yards  in  26  working  days.    The  tow-boat,  while  moving  dump-scows,  has 
.  run  2,220  miles. 

Three  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  boats,  with  a  total  nndertonnage  of 
909,93:5.8  tons,  have  been  psiased  through  the  lockn.  This  work  has  required  H99  lock- 
ages by  day  an(i  704  lockages  by  night.  The  gates  have  been  opened  and  closed  9.R18 
times,  and  the  lock-hands,  in  turning  the  capstans,  have  each  traveled  about  2,197 
miles. 

D.iring  the  past  year  the  locks  have  been  closed  30  days  by  ice  and  29  days  by  high- 
water. 

Though  the  deposits  of  sediment  have  been  very  heavy  at  times,  the  dredges  have 
succeeded  in  removing  it  as  fast  as  the  water  fell,  and  there  have  been  no  delays  from 
this  cause.  The  lloo<l  of  January  left  a  deposit  of  10  feet  in  the  lower-lock  chamber, 
and  a  deposit  of  4  iuchis  on  top  of  the  upper  gates,  over  which  the  water  stood  but  9 
days. 

The  business  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  is  constantly  increasing,  and  it  is 
evident  that  before  many  years  the  present  locks  will  not  accommodate  all  the  com- 
merce of  the  river.  Even  now,  when  tows  of  coal  are  passing  down  or  fleets  of  empty 
barges  are  passing  up,  delays  are  unavoidable,  and  these  delays  will,  1  am  conhdent, 
become  more  serious  each  year. 

To  provide  for  this  increased  commerce,  as  well  as  afford  an  opp^^rtunity  for  occasion- 
ally closing  and  repairing  one  net  of  locks  without  interfering  with  navigation,  a  second 
set  should  be  built.  But  this  butUiing,  or  at  least  the  completing  of  a  new  set  of  locks, 
for  which  money  must  be  appropriated,  important  as  it  may  be,  is  a  work  of  t.he  future, 
and  it  would  be  well  if  some  ttimporary  provision  could  be  made  for  providing  means 
of  passing  boats  when  a  necessity  for  closing  the  new  locks  may  arise.  1  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  old  locks  can  be  made  to  furnish  this  relief  by  converting  the  three 
locks  into  two,  each  50  feet  wide  and  about  300  feet  long.  With  such  arrangement  all 
boats  running  during  low- water  could  be  accommodated,  and  the  new  locks  could  be 
closed  for  several  months  during  the  year  without  interfering  with  continuous  naviga- 
tion. If  this  work  is  only  intended  as  a  temporary  expedi»-nt,  to  last,  say,  5  or  6  years, 
the  expense  will  not  be  ."O  great,  but  that  it  may  be  paid  from  t^lls  collected. 

I  append  tables  giving  the  detailed  receipts  and  disbursements  during  the  past  year. 
Notwithstanding  tTie  large  amounts  expended  for  repairs  and  improvements,  the  re- 
ceipts have  exceeded  expenses  $16,871.74. 

In  conclusion,  1  would  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my  report  of 
January  1,  which  I  would  ask  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  this  report. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackkn'zir, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

Maj.  G.  Weitzel, 

Corps  of  Engineers, 


Detailed  statement  of  boats  passed  through  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30,  1877. 


Date. 

Steamboats. 

Tow-boats. 

Model  barges. 

Sqaaro  barges. 

h 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

4.492 
3,321 
3,064 
3,152 
4,155 
1,001 

1.361 
5.518 
1.491 
6, 192 
6,837 
5,720 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

V 

1876. 
Jaly   

88 
91 
72 
99 
103 
29 

3 

61 
40 
56 
74 
79 

28,650 
29,691 
•  20, 489 
34,813 
40.633 
13,  476 

858 
27.18fl 
17.286 
25.  884.  8 
32,6H2 
34,347 

24 
19 
19 
20 
25 
6 

6 
38 
11 
38 
39 
44 

73 
37 
31 
61 
77 
10 

5 
49 
26 
60 

77 
82 

17,837 
9,530 
7,092 

14.  no 

19,  t08 
2,656 

1,075 
11,315 
6,480 

15.  101 
19,069 
19,  931 

79 
65 
80 
88 
152 
46 

30 
301 

53 
355 
336 
212 

18,286 
13,354 
20, 502 
ia5:)9 
32,346 
10,093 

9,323 
59.630 
12,333 
103,031 
60,471 
54,^53 

5 

August.. 

6 

SepU^inber 

10 

October 

19 

November 

36 

Deceuiber    .......... 

8 

1877. 
January  

5 

Febrnary 

13 

MHrch 

13 

April 

16 

Mav 

23 

,  "■' 

«iaue 

11 

Total 

795 

305,995.8 

295 

46,304 

588 

144,973 

1,597 

412.661 

164 
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Statement  of  receipts  of  Louimnlle  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1877. 


Na 


795 
895 
5t>8 
1,408 
189 
IM 


Desigoatiou. 


Steamboats . . . . 
Tow-boats  .:... 
Model  barges  .. 
Sqaaro  barges  . 
Sqaare  barges  . 
Small  boats.... 


No. 
of  tons. 


305.  995. 8 
46.304 
144,973 
364.  467 
48,194 


to  10 
10 
10 
08 
05 

♦5  CO 


Amonnt 
collected. 


130.599  58 

4, 630  4» 

14.497  30 

S9, 157  36 

3,409  70 

8:10  00 


Beceipts  from  tolls 

Keceipts  from  dry-dock  . 
Keceipts  from  towing  ... 

Receipts  from  rents 

Beceipts  from  dredging  . 


188,114  34 

S75  9ft 

116  50 

380  75 

08  50 


Total  receipts  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877 88,950  05 


*$5  each. 

Detailed  statement  of  expenditures  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  the  fiscal  year 

ending  June  30,  1877. 


1876. 

Jnly 

August 

September . . 

October 

November . . 
December  . . 

1877. 
Jannary  — 
February . . . 

March 

Aprtl 

May 

June 

Total . 


Lockage  department. 


i 


13,195  00 
2. 145  00 
3,209  66 
2. 205  01) 
3,  t205  00 
3,205  00 


3.330  00 
2,  446  67 
3.380  00 
2,358  50 
2.418  33 
3.424  33 


27,  523  49 


85 


1131  85 
159  86 
189  75 
124  17 
129  19 
140  69 


83  49 
863  60 
645  76 
1,  578  78 
191  63 
863  dO 


4,  493  99 


13, 326  25 
2,304  86 
2,399  41 
2.329  17 
2,-334  19 
8, 345  69 


8,  418  49 
2, 710  27 
3.025  78 
3,931  28 
8,609  96 
3,287  13 


32, 016  48 


Dredge  department. 


I 


$940  00 
940  00 
943  75 
970  66 
951  37 
940  00 


905  00 
1. 044  56 
915  Of) 
928  .'>0 
915  00 
027  33 


11,321  17 


*  . 

H 


1179  00 
419  10 
313  39 
342  73 
346  82 
169  10 


74  18 
328  75 
366  91 
840  63 
896  98 
260  15 


3,830  63 


•3 


$1,119  00 
1.358  10 
1.857  04 
1,313  39 
1, 198  19 
1, 109  10 


979  18 
1. 373  31 
1,381  91 
1, 169  18 
1,811  98 
1. 187  48 


14,  551  80 


s 

s 


$3, 525  09 

3,634  35 

515  07 

826  96 

5, 174  45 

1,679  09 


394  03 
177  96 
719  36 
878  91 
988  87 
1,011  89 


19. 510  03 


$6, 970  34 
7,281  31 
4. 171  52 
4,  469  58 
8.706  63 
5,133  88 


3.  785  70 
4.861  54 
5,027  05 
5, 979  31 
4,804  81 
5,546  66 


66, 138  47 


report  of  december  30,  1876. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Louisville^  Ky.y  December  30, 1876. 

General:  Id  accordaDce  with  your  instractions,  and  to  enable  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  section  3 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May  11,  1874,  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal 
Company,"  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  su- 
perintendence, management,  and  repair  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland 
Canal  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1876 : 

My  assistant  in  immediate  charge  of  the  work,  Capt.  A.  Mackenzie, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  has  again  submitted  a  complete  and  full  report  to 
me.  By  my  special  directions,  detailed  statistics  bearing  on  all  the 
practical  points  which  will  be  of  interest  to  the  profession  were  care- 
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fully  gathered,  and  are  submitted  in  the  five  tables  which  are  annexed 
to  Captain  Mackenzie's  report.  The  latter  is  annexed  hereto,  and  forms 
a  part  of  tins.  It  will  be  seen  from  it  that  the  past  year  has  been  more 
favorable  for  navigation  than  the  previous  year,  and  there  has  been  a 
corresponding  gain  in  the  earnings  of  the  canal.  The  receipts  during 
this  period  have  been  $80,766.28  5  the  expenditures,  $69,476,21.  The 
surplus  on  December  31, 1875,  was  $15,665.53.  The  surplus  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1876,  was  $26,955.60.  This  surplus  was  gained  in  spite  of  the 
following  work,  which  was  done  during  the  year: 

One  tow-boat  completely  repaired.  ^ 

Two  dredges  completely  rebuilt. 
Three  dump-scows  rebuilt  aud  enlarged. 
A  maohine-shop  built. 

Eigb teen th- street  swing-bridge  over  the  canal  completely  repaired. 
A  telegrapb-line  from  bead  of  canal  to  locks,  2  miles  long,  constructed. 
A  fire-cistern,  with  a  capacity  of  500  barrels,  was  built. 

An  OHage-orange  hedge  was  planted  along  the  canal,  from  the  new  locks  to  the  rail- 
road-bridge, near  the  head  of  the  canal. 
The  grounds  around  the  dry-dock  were  graded,  and  permanent  ways  were  laid. 
A  new  foundation  for  the  lock-engine  was  built. 

In  doing  all  of  this  work,  we  have  pursued  the  policy  which  we  mapped 
out  in  the  beginning.  This  was  to  carry  on  the  repairs  in  the  order  of 
their  necessity,  and  as  soon  as  a  proper  amount  of  receipts  in  excess  of 
expenditures  had  accrued.  This  was  the  only  policy  we  could  pursue  in 
the  absence  of  the  loan  or  appropriation  of  $50,000,  which  I  recom- 
mended to  be  made  by  Congress  in  all  of  my  previous  reports.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  good  stage  of  navigation  of  the  river  during  the  past 
two  years  and  the  careful  and  economical  management  on  the  part  of  my 
assistants,  we  have  succeeded  much  better  than  we  anticipated.  I  am 
not  disposed  in  this  report  to  renew  my  recommendation  for  the  above 
loan  or  appropriation,  but  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  make  any  change 
in  my  recommendations  previously  made  for  the  rates  of  tolls,  &c. 

80  many  things  remain  still  to  be  done,  as  Captain  Mackenzie's  report 
shows  in  detail,  that  it  would  be  extremely  hazardous  to  rediice  the  pres- 
ent rate  of  toll.  For  the  reasons  also  fully  given  in  Captain  Mackenzie's 
report,  I  recommend  that  we  may,  in  the  contingencies  enumerated  by 
him,  hire  our  dredges  and  steam-pump  on  the  tow-boat  Walker  Morris. 

To  recapitulate,  I  respectfully  recommend  the  following  rates  of  toll, 
&c.,  for  the  calendar  year  ending  December  3L,  1877,  as  being  reasonable 
and  fair,  viz : 

On  steamboats  and  model  barges,  10  cents  per  ton  under  tonnage. 

Ou  square  barges,  flat«,  and  coal-boats,  8  cents  per  ton  measured  capacity. 

On  steamboats  under  50  tons,  and  flats  under  63  tons,  |5  per  lockage. 

On  sipiare  barges  and  coal-boats,  which  have  passed  through  the  canal  loaded  aud 
returning  empt.v,  5  cents  per  ton  measured  capacity. 

On  rafts  of  logs,  &,c.,  measurement  and  rates  same  as  for  flats. 

On  boats  belonging  to  the  Uuited  States,  no  toll. 

For  the  use  of  dry -dock,  |20  for  the  first  day,  and  $10  additional  for  each  succeeding 
day. 

For  towing,  the  ordinary  rates  of  harbor- boats. 

For  the  use  of  dredges,  $30  for  twelve  hours'  use  each. 

For  the  use  of  the  steam-pump  on  the  tow-boat  Walker  Morris,  $2.50  per  hour. 

I  have  received  authority  to  construct  two  new  sets  of  gates,  and  they 
have  been  begun,  and  will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Since  the  dredges  have  been  rebuilt,  the  experience  seems  to  show  that 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  employ  auxiliary  means  for  clearing  out  the 
Bediment  deposited  in  the  canal  by  flushing  it  by  means  of  a  movable 
dam  at  its  head,  and  1  do  not  intend  now  to  build  it  unless  further  ex- 
perience would  plainly  show  it  to  be  of  benefit  corresponding  to  its  cost. 
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I  beg  leave  again  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  enact- 
ing into  a  law  "  The  rules  and  regulations  lor  the  government  of  the* 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  and  those  using  it,"  which  were  submit- 
ted by  Captain  Mackenzie,  and  are  given  in  my  report  dated  January  1, 
1876,  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  67,  H.  R.,  44th  Congress,  Ist  session.) 

In  conclusion,  I  think  it  only  an  act  of  justice  to  replaee  on  record 
that  the  management  of  this  work  has  been  conducted  in  the  most  sat- 
isfactory and  economical  manner  by  Captain  Mackenzie  and  those  on 
duty  with  him. 

Annexed  hereto  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  calendar  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1876. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,    . 
Chief  of  Engineers  U.  S.  A. 

I^nancial  aiatementfor  calendar  year  ending  December  31, 1876. 


Depositfl. 


Expenditures. 


Months. 


1876. 

January  

Febrna'ry 

March 

April 

May 

June 

Jnly 

Anisnst 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Amount. 


Months. 


12, 953  47 
1, 302  51 

7,  654  0« 
9,  630  92 

]5,305  01 
8, 248  54 
6, 465  08 
5,267  33 

5,  037  H) 

6,  727  89 

8,  030  01 
4, 144  10 


1876. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

inly 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


80, 766  28 


Aroonnt. 


13,  551  S3 

d,2US  9B 

3,  834  48 

425  10 

7.  704  78 
9. 030  94 
3,307  50 
6,989  34 

8.  126  33 
3. 648  7» 
4.227  42 

10.  434  09- 


9,  476  21. 


Cash  on  hand  December  31,  1876,  $26, 955.60. 


REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  A.  MACKENZIE,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  December  31,  187(>. 

Sir  :  Id  accordaDce  with  your  inBtrnctioDS,  I  have  the  honor  to  snbrnit  the  following 
report  npon  the  nuperintendence,  mana<^enieDt,  and  repairs  of  the  Louisville  and  Port> 
land  Canal  for  calendar  year  ending  December  31,  1876  : 

PRESENT  condition  OF.  THE  CANAL. 

The  canal  and  the  new  locks  are  in  good  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  guard- 
gates.    New  gates  are  now  being  built. 

The  old  locks  are  very  mnch  dilapidated,  requiring  new  lift-gates  and  new  miter- 
sills.  Some  necessary  repairs  on  the  lower  niiter-siU  have  been  authorized,  but  high 
water  has  prevented  any  work  on  it  during  the  past  year.  The  guard-gates  of-  these 
locks  must  be  rebuilt  very  soon. 

The  dry-dock  is  in  good  condition,  but  is  not  verj' serviceable  on  account  of  its  small 
size  and  low  gates. 

The  canal  buildings  and  shops  are  in  good  condition ;  but  the  latter,  being  all  of 
wood,  can  only  be  considered  as  temporary  structures. 

The  t.ow-boat,  dredges,  and  all  accessories  of  the  dredging  department,  have  been 
thoroughly  repaired,  a"d  ar^  now  in  perfect  order. 
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WORK  ACCOMPLISHED  DUKING  THE   YKAR. 

Dredging  department, — When  the  Uaited  States  took  charge  of  the  canal  iu  June,  1874 
the  buHtSf  dredges,  <&c.,  were  in  a  very  poor  condition,  and  though  the  neceHsity  of 
thoroughly  repairing  this  apparatus  was  then  recognized,  it  was  not  until  the  cio.se  of 
the  year  1875  that  the  excess  of  the  receipts  over  ordinary  expenses  justified  any  large 
expenditure. 

A  new  hull  for  the  tow-bo-it,  built  by  James  Howard  &  Co.,  at  Jefferson ville,  Ind., 
was  launched  February  19;  but  high  water  and  heavy  deposits  of  sediment  kept  the 
dredges  and  old  steamboat  at  work  until  June  3,  when  the  old  boat  was  dismantled, 
and  the  machinery,  after  thorough  repairing,  was  transferred  to  the  new  hull.  All  re, 
pairs  were  comleted  and  the  new  boat  commenced  work  July  14.  The  boat  is  now  in-, 
perfect  order,  and  is  provided  with  a  powerful  force-pump,  which  can  be  used  for 
wrecking  purposes  or  as  a  fire-extinguisher. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  dredge  No.  1  was  taken  into  the  dry-dock,  thoronghly  lepaired 
and  machinery  added  for  raising  the  spuds  by  steam-power.  This  dredge  was  again 
set  to  work  August  4. 

The  repairs  of  dredge  No.  2,  which  were  commenced  September  29  and  completed 
this  month,  have  consisted  iu  building  a  new  hull,  a  new  boiler,  and  putting  iu  spud- 
hoisting  machinery. 

During  the  year,  three  dump-scowjj  hare  been  enlarged  and  thoronghly  repaired. 
They  now  hold  38  cubic  yards  each,  and,  though  much  larger,  are  much  easier  man- 
aged than  the  old  hcows. 

Excepting  the  building  of  the  hull  of  the  tow-boat,  the  boiler,  and  the  spud-hoisting 
machinery  of  the  dredges,  all  the  above  repairs  have  been  made  at  the  locks  by  our 
own  mechanics,  subsisted  by  the  lock-hands  and  hired  labor,  and  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  superintendent  of  the  canal. 

Machiue-shop.— The  constant  repairs  required  on  the  boat«,  gates,  bridges,  &c.,  sug- 
gested la.st  year  the  importauce  of  establishing  a  shop  of  our  own,  where  the  work 
could  be  doue  prouiptl^y  and  cheaply.  During  the  past  year,  a  building  has  been 
erected,  and  the  following  machines  have  been  put  in  operation:  Two  circular  saws, 
<me  screw  and  bolt  cutter,  one  drill-press,  one  grindstone,  and  one  50  feet  dimension- 
planer.  All  these  machines  are  run  by  a  small  engine,  formerly  used  at  the  old  locks,' 
and  nearly  all  tlie  labor  of  st;tting  up  machinery  biis  been  done  by  the  canal  mechan- 
ics, assisted  by  the  lock-hands.  The  bolt-machine  has  cut  the  nuts  and  bolts  for  the 
dredges,  dump-scows,  and  gates ;  and,  whilo  it  costs  but  $^48.20,  it  has,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  efi'ected  a  saving  of  $254.55. 

The  saws  and  planer  have  prepared  all  the  timber  used  in  rebuilding  the  dredges 
and  scows,  and  have  now  commenced  work  on  the  timber  for  the  new  gates.  The 
tistimated  cost  of  labor  aheady  saved  by  thesw  machines  is  $439.25  ;  and  it  will  be  but 
a  short  time  before  they  will,  like  the  bolt-cutter,  have  saved  a  sufilcieut  amount  to 
cover  their  original  cost. 

Eigkteenth-atreel  bridge.—Dunu^  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  an  old  contract  was 
found  among  the  records  of  the  city  council  requiring  the  canal  company  to  keep  the 
road-bridge  crossing  the  canal  at  Eighteenth  street  in  repair.  In  accordance  with  this 
agreement,  the  bridge  has  been  thoronghly  repaired. 

MiaceUaneoue  work. — A  telegraph-line  connecting  a  small  office  at  the  head  of  the 
canal  with  the  locks  has  been  put  in  operation. 

A  fire-cistern,  holding  500  barrels,  has  been  built  near  the  shops,  and  a  city  fire-alarm 
box  has  been  placed  at  the  locks. 

An  osage-orange  hedge  has  been  planted  the  entire  length  of  the  canal.  It  will,  in  a 
few  years,  replace  the  wooden  fence  which  now  protects  the  slopes. 

The  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  dry-dock  has  been  graded,  and  permanent  ways 
pnt  np  for  bnilding,  repairing,  and  launching  boats  and  gates. 

Maps  and  titles  of  the  canal  property  have  been  obtained,  l)ut  the  contemplated  sur* 
vey  has  not  yet  been  made  on  account  of  high-water. 

A  foundation  has  been  built  and  preparations  made  for  raising  the  small  engine  at 
the  new  locks  above  the  reach  of  ordinary  floods. 

The  mechanics  have  been  employed  on  the  extensive  repairs  of  boats,  dredges,  and 
8COWS,  and,  in  addition,  have  made  all  ordinary  repairs  of  gates,  bridges,  machinery,  &c. 

The  principal  work  done  by  the  lock-hands  is  nhowu  in  the  annexed  table,  which 
gives  number  of  boats  passed  tlirough  the  locks.  When  not  working  at  the  gates,  the 
employes  have  assistetl  the  mt^chauics,  graded  the  grounds,  planted  the  hedg  •,  put  up 
telegraph,  &o. 

The  tow-boat,  when  not  employed  with  the  dredges,  has  fumishe  J  a  sistance  to  boats 
and  tows. 

Office-work, — The  office-work  has  been  preparing  regular  reports  of  operations  and 
receipts  from  toll^*,  compiling  statistical  inf«>rtnatiou,  making  plans  and  specifications 
tor  boats,  dredges,  shops,  machinery,  <&c.,  and  collecting  tolls.  Attention  has  been 
given  to  plans  for  perraauently  improving  the  canal  and  red6cing  e:cpenses.    The  col- 
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lection  of  river  and  caual  water  has  Uee;i  continued  thron^j^b  the  year,  ^he  amonatfl  of 
sediment  have  been  deleruiinefl,  and  analyses  <if  the  war-er  have  been  made.  One 
ponnd  of  water  was  taken  from  the  river  daily  durin>(  a  low  8ta«(e,  from  September  7 
to  November  8,  If^^TS.  The  62  pounds  yielded  bnt  65  grains  of  sediment,  while  ^ 
pounds  taken  in  a  sioiilar  manner  from  January  10  to  Mt&rch  13,  during  high-water, 
yielded  493  grains.  Three  hundred  and  seventy-two  pounds,  taken  one  ponnd  daily, 
from  July  7,  1875,  to  July  17,  1876,  yielded  2,352  grains  of  sediment.  These  specimens 
-were  all  taken  jnsr.  below  the  surface  of  the  river,  in  a  strong  current.  From  Janu- 
ary 1  to  April  1,  1876,  specimens  of  river  water  were  taken  fr(»m  the  surface,  at  mid- 
depth,  and  from  the  bottom.  Th")  average  yield  of  st^dimeut  to  one  xxmnd  of  water 
was  as  follows:  at  surface,  8.82  grains;  at  mid-depth,  10.43  grains;  aud  at  bottom, 
11.67  grains. 

Numerous  analyses  of  the  canal  water  show  that,  while  the  matter  thrown  into  the 
canal  by  the  city  sewers  has  no  injurious  eifect  on  the  walls  or  the  gate8,'it  does  aftect 
the  boilers  of  the  steamboats  and  the  dredges.  When  using  the  canal  water,  the  large 
amount  of  lime  and  soda  washed  in  from  the  paper-mills  coats  the  boilers  rapidly,  and 
cleaning  out  is  necessary  every  two  or  three  weeks,  while,  when  using  river  water, 
cleaning  out  once  a  month  is  sufficient.  The  large  amount  of  organic  matter  washed 
into  the  canal  from  the  sewers  undoubtedly  affects  the  health  of  the  lock-kands,  aud 
is  partially  the  cause  of  the  malarial  diseases  which  are  prevalent  among  them.  One 
thousand  grammes  of  water  taken  from  the  canal  twelve  hours  after  a  heavy  rain 
yielded  0.345  gramme  of  organic  matter. 

NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYES  AND  COST  OF  L.VBOR. 

The  force  employed  in  the  management  of  the  canal  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
-was  as  follows :  One  superintendent,  one  assistaut  superintendent,  one  toll-collector 
aud  clerk,  two  lock-masters,  four  mechanics,  one  captain  and  pilot,  one  foreman,  three 
engineers,  and  forty-one  laborers,  watchman,  iiremen,  &c.  The  regular  pay-roll  then 
amounted  to  $3,.330  per  month,  but  during  the  year  it  has,  by  the  discharge  of  three 
men,  been  reduced  to  $3,105  per  month.  The  number  of  employes  is  now  as  low  as  it 
can  be  made  until  machinery  replaces  man-power  in  the  lock-gates.  During  the  year 
extra  labor  at  the  locks  has  cost  $229.83,  and  the  night-work  of  the  dredge-force  has 
cost  $265.42. 

RATES  OF  TOLL.  ETC. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  rates  of  toll  since  they  were  fixed  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  January  2.5,  lh75.  A  recommendation  made  last  year  to  reduce  the  rate  on 
empty  barges  on  return-trips  was  not  acted  on.  This  reduction  would  have  decreased 
the  receipts  $5,078.88  during  the  past  year. 

Considering  the  increase  in  the  river  commerce,  the  present  rate  of  toll,  including 
the  recommended  reduction,  will,  1  think,  be  amply  sufficient  for  paying  all  expenses 
of  management  and  repair,  aud,  in  addition,  will  permit  the  necessary  permanent  im- 
provements to  be  gradually  made.  If  all  part«  of  the  canal  were  in  perfect  condition, 
a  reduction  in  the  rate  of  toll  could  now  be  made  ;  but  it  is  hoped,  by  the  accumulation 
of  a  surplus  and  by  the  judicious  expenditure  of  a  portion  of  the  income  for  radical 
improvements,  to  greatly  reduce  the  operating  expenses,  and  thus  permit  in  the  future 
a  much  greater  reduction  than  could  now  be  made. 

Many  companies  and  private  individuals  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  should  be  some 
reduction  made  in  their  favor  on  account  of  their  extensive  use  of  the  canal;  for  in- 
stance, the  Henderson  Packet  Company,  when  the  falls  are  not  navigable,  have  two 
boats  through  daily,  and  have  paid  as^oUs  during  the  past  year  $10,483.10.  It  has 
also  been  suggested  that  a  reduction  should  be  made  on  barges  of  certain  eises,  as  an 
iuducenient  to  owners  to  build  boats  which,  when  combined,  would  exactly  fill  the 
lock-chambers.  While  these  suggestions  are  worthy  of  consideration,  I  should  hesi- 
tate to  recommend  any  change  in  the  present  system  of  tolls;  it  is  simple  and  gives 
rise  to  no  questions  of  judgment  or  disagreements  between  parties  using  thecaualand 
those  managing  it. 

RECEIPTS  AND  DI8BUKSEMENT8. 

During  the  year  1876  the  river  has  been  at  a  most  favorable  stage  for  navigation, 
and  our  own  records,  as  well  as  the  report  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
show  that  the  river  commerce  has  been  constantly  increasing.  A  portion  of  this  in- 
crease is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  enlargement  of  the  oanal  and  the  reduction  of  tolls. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  bnt  4  days  when  there  was  less  than  4  feet  in  the 
canal,  and  only  35  days  when  the  gauges  showed  more  than  11.5  feet. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  have  amounted  to  $80,762.27,  being  $10,586.66  in  excess  of 
the  receipts  of  1875. 

The  expenses  of  the  past  year  have  been  $69,476.21.    Of  this  amount,  $25,41i).52  was 
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expended  for  permHnent  improvements,  leaving,  as  the  cout  of  Huperinlendence,  man- 
agemeut,  and  repairo,  $44,065.69.  Notwithstanding  the  extensive  expenditnres  for 
permanent  iniprovementB,  the  receipts  have  exceeded  the  disbursements  $11,286.06. 

All  the  Nurplus  receiprs  could  have  biMin  expended  during  the  year  had  work  already 
anthorized  been  huiried ;  but  as  the  work  is,  to  a  great  extent,  done  by  our  regularly- 
employed  mechanics  and  laborers,  it  was  more  economical  to  do  it  slowlyj  and  not  in- 
crease the  labor-account  by  the  employment  of  a  large  uamber  of  men. 

As  in  previous  years,  a  large  proportion  of  the  receipts  have  been  from  iron-ore,  coal, 
and  salt.     Boats  so  loaded  have  contributed  the  following  amounts : 

684  boats,  carry i  ng  about  9,743,000  bushels  coal $16, 600  68 

136  boars,  carrying  about  246,900  barrels  salt 2,572  86 

2«4  boats,  carrying  about  85,108  tons  iron-ore 16, 691  71 

Empty  boaiB  returning 13,543  68 

Total 39,408  93 

A  few  companies  and  individuals  bave  contributed  largely.  The  following  fignre?, 
though  not  absolutely  correct,  are  a  c^ose  approximation  : 

Henderson  Packet  Company $10,483  10 

W.  H.  Brown 8,595  06 

Kanawha  Salt  Company 6, 165  69 

John  A.  \Vo<id 4,276  20 

S.  Horner  &  Co 2,260  94 

Total .' 31,780  99 

WORK  PUOJECTBD  FOR  NEXT  YEAR. 

Experience  is  constantly  developing  new  work,  and  it  is  impossible  to  make  certain 
predictions  at  the  beginning  of  the  year;  but  it  is  probable  that,  if  money  and  time 
are  available,  the  following  work  will  be  attempted  during  the  coming  year: 

Snperihtendence,  management,  and  repairs $45,000  00 

Night- work  and  extra  labor 600  00 

Total 45.600  00 

Two  sets  of  lift-gates  for  old  locks .'  $6,000  CO 

One  set  guard-gates  for  old  locks 6, 000  00 

Office  for  superintendent 1,000  00 

Additional  cisterns  and  fire-apparatus 1, 000  00 

Surveying  land  and  making  corners 1,000  00 

Repairing  miter-sills  of  old  lock - HUO  00 

Coal-elevator 2,000  00 

Lathe  and  additional  machinery _ 1,000  00 

Cottages  for  lock-hands 6,000  00 

New  guard-gates  at  new  locks       >  22  gni  17 

New  guard-gates  at  he»d  of  canal  ) ' 

New  masts  for  suspending  gates 

WORK  FOR  THR   FUTURE. 

The  old  locks  should  be  rebuilt,  converting  the  three  chambers  into  two,  and  the 
bridge  crossing  these  locks  should  be  moved.  It  is  a  question  for  consideration  whether, 
when  the  old  locks  are  repaired,  they  shonld  not  be  made  wider ;  with  their  present 
width  they  would  accommodate  but  a  small  portion  of  the  boats  on  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi Rivers. 

The  dry -docks  should  be  enlarged  and  the  gates  shonld  be  made  higher. 

More  spacious  basins  should  be  provided  at  the  head  and  at  the  foot  of  the  locks. 

The  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  canal  shonld  be  rebuilt. 

The  coping  of  the  side-walls  and  the  mirer-sills  of  the  new  locks  should  be  replaced 
by  harder  stone.  The  banks  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new  locks  should  be  graded  and 
protected. 

The  present  wooden  shops  should  be  replaced  by  more  permanent  structures. 
•    In  five  or  six  years  it  is  probable  the  lif b-gates  of  the  new  locks  will  commence  to 
decay  and  require  renewing. 

If  the  river  commerce  continnes  to  increase,  the  capacity  of  the  canal  will  have  to 
be  increased,  or  frequent  delays  will  be  unavoidable. 

Steam  or  water  power  must  he  applied  to  the  gates,  and  some  means  must  be  de- 
vised for  facilitating  their  movement. 

The  time  required  for  filling  and  emptying  the  lock-chambers  must,  if  possible,  be 
reduced. 
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or  all  this  work  tlie  last  two  items  are  Id  my  opinion  the  most  important  at  present, 
as  they  would  greatly  rednce  the  cost  of  management  and  time  of  lockage. 

The  reduced  expenses  and  increased  snrplus  would  pay  for  most  of  the  necessary  work 
as  rapidly  as  it  may  be  required,  though  of  course  this  surplus  cau  never  be  expected 
to  pay  for  rebuilding  and  enlarging  the  old  locks  and  dry-dock. 

The  present  system  of  suspending  the  gates  of  this  canal  has  proved  defective.  The 
masts,  which  are  of  wood,  are  decaying,  aud  the  suspension-rods  are  too  light.  The 
rollers  do  not  work  well,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  keep  the  track  clear  for  them. 
I  believe  it  would  be  an  improvement  to  abandon  the  rollers  and  put  in  iron  masts 
with  suspending-rods  of  a  sufficient  size  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  gates.  I  also  believe 
it  would  facilitate  the  movement  of  the  gates  to  sink  the  floor  of  the  lock-chamber  just 
above  the  gates,  and  thus  drop  the  sedimeut  out  of  the  way.  1  believe  it  also  practica- 
ble to  place  additional  wickets  in  a  wall  below  the  gates  and  thus  ^eatly  reduce 
the  time  of  fllling  and  emptying  chambers.  The  repairs  of  the  miter-sills  of  the  new 
locks,  which  must  be  done  in  a  few  years,  would  aflbrd  an  opportunity  for  also  doing 
this  work. 

There  are  many  methods  of  applying  power  to  the  gates,  but  to  select  the  ones  most 
simple  and  effective  requires  time  and  study.  Using  water  under  heavy  pressure  for 
trausmitting  power  from  some  central  point  to  the  gate,  presents,  as  a  method,  many 
advantages  and  but  few  defects.  This  method  would  be  economical,  requiring  but  few 
to  manage  it,  aud  the  machinery  would  all  be  very  simple  and  not  liable  to  get  out 
of  order. 

The  present  method  of  removing  sediment  from  the  canal  by  dredging  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  only  prarticable  one,  and  past  experience  has  shown  that,  even  with  the 
poor  and  imperfect  machinery,  deposits  could  be  removed  very  rapidly,  in  fact,  almost 
as  rapidly  as  navigation  demanded ;  and  with  the  new  boats,  &c.,  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  any  serious  delay  can  occur. 

Sluicing  out  the  sediment  has  been  frequently  referred  to,  but  I  do  not  believe  it 
would  be  of  much  service  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  dredges.  The  sediment  is  pnnoipally 
deposited  during  high  water,  at  a  time  when  no  current  would  be  admissible,  and  the 
dredges  will  generally  have  removed  a  great  part  of  this  sedimeut  by  the  time  a  fall  in 
the  river  would  permit  sluicing  out.  1  lie  deposit  in  the  locks  is  the  most  troublesome 
and  most  extensive  ;  it  is  washed  in  fmrn  below  by  an  eddy.  Sluicing  out  the  canal 
would,  I  think,  assist  but  little  in  ramoving  this  deposit. 

TABLES  ANNEXED  TO   REPORT. 

In  table  No.  I  the  number  of  lockages  by  day  includes  all  from  7  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. ;  an<f 
the  number  by  night  includes  all  from  6  p.  m.  to  7  a.  m.  Under  the  head  of  '^  Greatest 
number  of  lockages  in  one  day,"  a  consideration  of  the  time  occupied  and  tonnage  will 

§ive  the  best  idea  of  the  capacity  of  the  canal.  This  tonnage  is  proportionally  greatest 
uring  coal-runs,  as  in  March,  April,  and  May,  and  the  time  oemipied  includes  uot  only 
the  time  required  for  removing  gates  and  filling  chambers,  but  the  long  time  required 
for  removing  boats. 

The  expenditures  given  in  table  No.  3  are  divided  into  '*  Superintendence,  manage- 
ment, and  repairs,"  and  *' Permanent  work."  The  first  embraces  the  operating  ex- 
penses of  the  canal,  and  will  be  iucurred  yearly;  the  second  embraces  such  expeusea 
as  are  permanent  in  their  tiature. 

The  expenses  of  passing  boats  and  dredging,  &c.,  are  comparatively  uniform,  and 
the  cost  of  work  is  regulated  by  the  uumber  of  boats  passed  aud  amount  of  sediment 
removed. 

The  cost  of  dredging  is  low,  considering  the  imperfect  condition  of  dredges,  &c^ 
during  a  portion  of  the  year,  the  many  delays  and  interruptions,  and  the  distauoe  the- 
material  dredged  has  to  be  moved. 

Table  No.  5  gives  comparative  statistics  for  the  years  1874,  1875,  and  1H76 ;  1874  only 
includes  the  time  from  June  11,  when  the  G  ivernment  took  charge,  to  the  end  of  the 
calendar  year.  It  will  be  seen  that  a  gradual  reduction  has  been  made  in  the  expenses 
of  operating  the  canal,  the  cost  of  this  work  for  the  year  1876  being  |2,519.6t5  less  than 
for  the  year  1875. 

CONCLUSIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  past  year  has  been  very  favorable,  both  as  regards  the  condition  of  the  river^ 
the  receipts  from  tolls,  aud  the  work  accomplished,  aud  the  indications  of  a  continued' 
increase  in  the  river  commerae  insure  the  maintenance,  if  not  the  radical  improvement 
of  the  canal.  The  canal  and  appurt-enances  are  now  in  a  much  better  condition  than 
ever  before  The  dredging  apparatus  is  in  perfect  onler,  and  the  machine-shops  offer 
ready  means  for  repairs,  &c. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  present  system  of  superintendence  and 
management  bo  continued ;  that  for  the  year  1877  the  rates  of  tolls  and  charges  be  as 
follows: 
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TOLLS. 

Od  steamboats  and  model  barge»,  10  cents  per  ton  under  tonnage. 
On  square  barges,  flats,  coal-boats,  &c.,  6  cents  per  ton  measured  capacity. 
Steamboats  under  50  tons  and  flats  under  03  tons,  $5. 

Sqnare  barges  and  coal-boats  which  have  passed  through  the  canal,  returning  empty  ^ 
5  cents  per  ton  measured  capacity. 
On  rafts  of  logs,  &c.,  measurement  and  r^tes  the  same  as  for  flats. 
Boats  belonging  to  the  United  States,  free. 

CHARGES. 

For  use  of  dry-dock,  one  day,  820 ;  each  additional  day,  $10. 

For  towing,  ordinary  rates  of  harbor- boats. 

For  use  of  dredges,  $30  per  dsky  for  each  dredge. 

For  use  of  steam-pump  on  tow-boat,  $2.50  per  hour.  Authority  has  already  beeiv 
granted  for  towing  under  certain  restrictions. 

Heretofore  the  condition  of  the  dredges  has  made  it  necessary  to  keep  them  at  work 
all  the  time  in  the  canal,  but  I  hope  in  future  that  deposits  can  be  more  rapidly  re> 
moved.  If  such  is  the  case,  there  will  be  times  when  the  dredges  will  be  Idle,  and  as 
there  are  no  others  at  Louisville,  they  might  then  do  private  work. 

If  through  unavoidable  accident  or  through  any  fault  of  the  canal  management  a 
boat  should  sink  in  the  canal,  it  would  certainly  be  the  duty  of  our  tow-boat  to  render 
assistance  free  of  charge ;  but  if  an  accident  should  be  caused  by  evident  carelessness^ 
boats  responsible  should  be  made  to  pay  for  assistance. 

I  would  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  and  suggestions  contained  in  my 
report  for  1875,  namely : 

That  the  question  of  jurisdiction  at  the  head  of  the  canal  be  determined. 

That  the  surveyors  of  customs  be  requested  to  furnish  the  collector  of  tolls  with  the 
measurement  of  vessels  liable  to  pass  through  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 

That  some  action  be  taken  upon  the  repairs  of  the  old  locks  aud  dry-docks. 

That  action  be  taken  upon  the  rules  aud  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  canal 
and  those  using  it,  suggested  in  reports  of  1874  and  1875. 

I  would  in  addition  recommend  the  buiding  of  a  coal-elevator  with  a  capacity  of 
1,000  tons,  an  office  for  the  superintendent  of  the  canal,  and  a  few  small  cottages  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  lock-hands.  I  would  suggest  the  preparation  and  printing 
of  a  descriptive  report  of  the  canal,  with  such  plates  as -may  be  required  for  an  under- 
standing of  its  various  parts.  During  the  past  two  years  many  visitors,  especially  for- 
eign engineers,  have  called  upon  us,  aud  the  need  of  such  a  report  and  description  has 
been  felt.  • 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  during  the  year  the  superintendent  and  his  assist- 
ants have  performed  their  duties  in  a  most  faithful  and  efficient  manner. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Mackrnzir, 
Captain  of  Engineers. 

Maj.  G.  Weitzkl. 

CijrpB  of  Engineers^  U.  S.  A. 
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Tablb  No.  2. — Statement  of  receipts  of  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  year  ending  De- 

oember  ill,  1876. 


Number. 


884., 
267. 
571. 
1474. 


Deaiffnation. 


Steamb'ata 

Tow-boats 

Model  barges . . 
Square  barfi^s  . 


128 I  Small  boatu  . 


Total  reoelpta  from  tolls 

Total  receipts  from  dry-docfe( . 
Total  receipts  from  towage. .. 
Total  receipts  from  rents 


Number  of  tons     Price  per 
under  tonnage.  ton. 


295,307 

4».583 

141.858i 

386. 743^ 


|0  10 

10 

10 

08 

15  each... 


Total  receipta  for  year  1876 . 


Amount  of  tolls 
collected. 


129.530  70 

4,558  30 

14, 185  85 

30,939  46 

640  OO 


79,  854  31 
2*^  96 
275  00 
4i2  00 


80,  762  27 


Balance  on  hand  January  1, 1876 $15,669  54 

Eeceived  during  year  1876 80,762  27 


Total ! 96,431  81 

Expended  during  year  1876 69,476  21 

Balance  on  hand  January  1, 1877 26,955  66 

Table  No.  3. — Statement  of  expenses  of  supei'iniendencef  management y  and  repair  of  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canai,  and  accessories,  for  the  year  ending  December  31, 1876. 


Lockage  department. 

Dredging  department. 

Month. 

1 

s 

ii 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•3 

1 

January . . . 
February . . 
March 

June 

July 

August.... 
September . 
October.... 
November . 
December.. 

$2,404  37 
3,358  33 
2,370  00 
2,344  00 
2,333  50 
2,195  00 
2,195  00 
2, 145  00 
2,209  66 
2,205  00 
2,805  00 
2. 205  00 

$602  95 
58  99 
136  55 
23  60 
37  51 
117  92 
98  90 
147  44 
173  09 
105  97 
96  45 
80  00 

$7  84 

14*83' 
1  50 
8  16 
7  68 

"id  42 

16  66 
18  20 

17  34 

18  49 

$9a'50 
24  00 

"24  66' 
14  98 

"32"35 

"1546 
42  20 

$2,935  66 
2,441  32 
2,521  38 

2.393  10 

3.394  15 
2, 320  60 
8,326  25 
3,304  86 
2,  399  41 
2,329  17 
2,334  19 
2,:)45  69 

$1,087  16 

1,020  00 

1,087  14 

1,028  00 

1,082  00 

1,035  34 

940  00 

940  00 

943  75 

970  66 

951  37 

940  00 

$296  25 
214  05 

50  74 
465  43 
205  33 

99  65 
179  00 
412  10 
313  29 
342  73 
246  82 
169  10 

$1,383  41 
1.234  05 
1, 137  88 
1,  493  43 
1, 287  33 
1, 134  99 
1,119  00 
1,  352  10 
1, 257  04 
1, 313  .39 
1, 198  19 
1, 109  10 

Total.... 

U7, 169  86 

1,579  37 

123  12 

173  43 

39,045  78 

12, 025  42  1      2, 994  49 

15. 019  91 
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Table  No.  3. — Statement  of  expenses  of  miperintendence,  4'C' — Continned. 


Month. 


January . , 
February . 

MAich 

Apiil 

May 

June...... 


July 

Anf^ist . .-. 
September 
October . . . 

Ifovember 

December.. 

Total... 


Permanent  improvemenla  and  repairs. 


142  35 

117  61 
1.59  00 
375  48 

270  17 

89  00 

1,549  28 

269  15 

56  97 

252  62 

9  96 


13,041  60 


3,091  29 


53  98 
130  35 

3,  083  91 
1,031  65 


1 


11. 206  01 

333  92 

1. 038  92 
200  00 
591  73 

329  93  I 

1.523  29  , 


9634  08 

27  95 
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ANNUAt  REPORT  OF  MAJOR  WM.  E.  MERRILL,  CORPS  OP  EN- 
GINEERS, FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Cincinnatiy  Ohio,  July  18,  1877. 
General  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  herewith  annual  reports  on 
the  works  nnder  my  charge  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1877. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  E.  Merrill, 
Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U,  8.  A. 


T  I. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

The  only  works  of  construction  carried  on  during  the  fiscal  year  just 
ended  have  been  the  repair  of  the  old  dike  at  the  Trap,  a  few  miles  be- 
low Pittsburgh,  and  the  extension  of  the  dike  just  above  EvansvlUe,  lud. 
Work  has  also  been  done  in  removing  the  Jackson  Rock  in  the  Grand 
Chain,  some  20  miles  above  Cairo.  The  «nag-boat  E.  A.  Woodrufi 
worked  continuously  during  the  low-water  season,  as  did  also  the  Gov- 
ernment dredges  Ohio  and  Oswego. 

DIKE  AT  THE  TRAP,   12  MILES  BELOW  PITTSBURGH. 

This  dike  was  first  built  in  1838-'39,  and  was  repaired  in  1844,  and 
again  in  1867.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  heavy  current  across 
this  dike  at  certain  stages  of  the  river,  and  that  these  stages  often  occur 
at  times  when  the  river  is  full  of  ice,  it  has  thus  far  proved  impossible 
nnder  the  old  method  of  construction,  by  loose  riprap,  to  prevent  the  ice 
from  cutting  down  the  top  of  the  dike,  and  thus  leaving  it  too  low  to  do 
its  proper  work  in  maintaining  the  channel.  I  therefore  determined  that 
in  repairing  this  dike,  I  would  place  a  heavy  wall  of  timber  on  the  chan- 
nel side,  and  would  also  raise  the  dike  by  crib-work,  building  it  up  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  method  followed  in  constructing  cribs  for 
lake  harbors. 

The  last  appropriation  for  the  Ohio  did  not  become  available  until 
September  15, 1876,  a  date  too  late  to  admit  of  making  formal  contracts 
for  work  to  be  done  before  cold  weather.  On  this  account,  and  for  the 
additional  reason  that  I  believed  better  and  more  satisfactory  work  could 
be  done  by  hired  labor,  I  recommended  the  latter  method  of  working, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers. 
40  E 
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Mr.  J.  V.  Hoag,  jr.,  was  pat  in  charge  of  repairiog  the  dike  at  the 
Trap  and  directed  to  build  it  op  even  with  the  6-foot  stage  in  the  river, 
this  being  the  height  desired  by  the  coal  interests.  Work  was  begun 
on  the  19th  of  October  and  closed  on  the  21st  of  November,  cold  weather 
rendering  it  impracticable  to  work  later.  During  this  limited  time,  985 
linear  feet  of  dike  was  built  up  to  a  level  with  the  stage  of  6J  feet  in  the 
river,  the  bead  of  the  dike  gradually  rising  2  or  3  feet  higher.  Of  this 
length  of  dike,  735  feet  was  smooth  crib-work  of  sawed  lumber,  against 
which  boats  could  "flank^  without  injury.  The  new  work  was  tempo- 
rarily terminated  by  extending  the  lower  courses  of  the  crib-work  72  feet 
farther,  and  ballasting  them  heavily  with  stone.  The  filling  of  the  dike 
was  blast-furnace  slag  mixed  with  riprap  stone.  The  total  amount  of 
material  used  was  95,812  feet  (board-measure)  of  lumber,  1876  cubic 
yards  of  slag,  385  cubic  yards  of  stone,  and  13,580  pounds  of  bolts  and 
spikes.  An  additional  length  of  2,000  feet  will  probably  be  built  up 
during  the  present  summer. 

EVANSVILLE  BIKE,   783   MILES  BELOW  PITTSBURGH. 

This  work,  which  had  been  under  construction  for  several  years,  un- 
der contract  with  James  S.  Kouth,  (G.  B.  Bateman,  of  Evansville,  being 
the  resident  engineer,)  was  finally  completed  on  the  16th  of  December. 
The  total  length  of  the  dike  is  2,000  feet,  and  its  width  50  feet,  except 
for  a  distance  of  200  feet  at  the  lower  end,  where  it  is  but  40  feet  wide. 
During  the  fiscal  year  the  dike  has  been  extended  500  feet,  and  the  part 
previously  built  has  been  thoroughly  repaired.  The  following  is  an  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Bateman^s  final  report  on  the  work : 

The  whole  work  is  snbstaDtial^  and  fully  acbieyes  the  object  for  wbich  it  was  con- 
structed. Steamboats  now  all  take  tiie  channel  across  the  bar,  and  with  the  scour  an- 
ticipated this  winter  the  channel  will  be  fully  established  for  all  time. 

Soundings  were  taken  on  Wednesday  last,  (December  13,)  with  the  river  at  5.75  feet 
per  gauge,  and  at  100  feet  irom  shore  no  less  than  (>^  feet  was  found,  and  within  500 
feet  of  the  water-works  building  there  was  8  feet  large.  Soundings  along  the  lower 
side  of  the  dike  on  the  same  day  showed  that  a  considerable  amount  of  scour  was  going 
on  along  the  first  3,000  feet  of  its  length,  but  before  that  can  do  any  harm  the  channel 
across  the  bar  will  be  rendered  so  permanent  and  deep  that  the  dike  will  have  done  its 
perfect  work. 

The  total  material  expended  on  this  dike  from  its  commencement  is 
931  piJes,  22,837  cords  of  brush,  and  16,788  cubic  yards  of  riprap  stone. 
Of  this,  236  piles,  7,920  cords  of  brush,  and  7,743  cubic  yards  of  stone 
were  used  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

JACKSON   EOCK,  945  MILES   BELOW  PITTSBURGH. 

This  rock  was  a  prominent  and  well-known  knob  of  the  famous  four- 
mile  reach  of  rocky  ledges  and  knobs  known  as  the  Grand  Chain,  some 
20  miles  above  Cairo.  In  extreme  low  water  this  is  the  most  dangerous 
section  of  the  Ohio  Kiver.  It  was  probably  much  worse  in  former  times 
than  at  present,  as  a  large  number  of  rocks  were  removed  in  1829  and 
1830  by  a  party  working  under  Capt.  Henry  M.  Shreve,  at  that  time 
superintendent  of  Government  work  on  western  rivers.  Unfortunately 
there  is  no  record  on  file  showing  the  condition  of  the  chain  before  Gap- 
tain  Shreve  began  work,  nor  the  state  in  which  it  was  left  by  him. 

Careful  surveys  of  the  Grand  Chain  were  made  in  1872  and  1874  by 
my  principal  civil  assistant,  Mr. William  Weston. 

From  these  surveys,  and  from  information  given  by  pilots,  I  concluded 
to  attempt  the  removal  of  the  Jackson  Bock,  and  such  other  of  the  rocks 
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in  the  chuin  as  could  be  operated  od  daring  low  water.  The  greatest 
obstacle  to  work  in  tbis  locality  is  the  uncertainty*  as  to  when  to  expect 
low  water.  It  often  happens  that  the  season  passes  by  without  the 
water  once  reaching  a  sufficiently  low  stage  for  successful  work. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  I  hired  one  of  the  wreck- 
ing boats  belonging  to  the  Underwriters^  Wrecking  Company  of  Cincin- 
nati, together  with  her  crew  and  outfit.  Putting  the  boat  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Weston  I  ordered  it  to  the  Grand  Chain,  with  instructions  to  begin 
work  on  the  Jackson  Rock.  The  following  is  Mr.  Weston's  report  of 
work  at  the  chain : 

The  work  of  remoying  Jackson  Rock  was  carried  on  by  the  wreoking-boat  Charley 
Hill,  between  November  S  and  December  8.  Fifty-four  cnbio  yards  or  rock  were  re- 
moved from  the  ledge,  of  which  Jackson  Rock  was  the  highest  part.  The  solid  rock, 
which  was  formerly  bare  at  dead  low  water,  is  now  3  feet  under  water  at  the  same 
stage.  Along  the  north  or  Illinois  side  of  the  rock  there  yet  remains  a  ridge,  or  reef 
of  gravel,  sand,  and  spalls,  a  part  of  which  is  only  2  feet  below  low  water,  or  1  foot 
higher  than  the  solid  rock.  This  ridge  originally  contained  many  rock-lumps,  or  "  nig- 
ger-heads." All  of  these  were  broken  np  and  removed,  and  we  continued  to  explode 
torpedoes  on  the  gravel  as  long  as  any  stone  large  euongh  to  injnre  a  boat  could  be 
found  in  the  sides  of  the  hole  formed  by  the  explosion.  In  this  way  the  reef  was 
pretty  eftectnally  loosened  up  to  the  depth  of  3  feet  or  more  below  low  water,  but  we 
nad  no  means  of  removing  it  altogether.  In  place  of  solid  rock,  the  Jackson  Rock  is 
now  a  gravel-reef,  or  lump,  with  2  feet  more  water  on  it  than  there  was  originally  on 
the  rook.  This  is  equivalent  to  2  feet  at  the  lowest  water,  assuming  that  the  top  of 
the  original  rock  was  at  the  level  of  the  low-water  line.  An  old  coal-boat  wreck  lies 
partly  on  the  Illinois  side  of  this  gravel-ridge,  and  some  loose  plank  of  this  wreck, 
which  swing  with  the  current,  are  a  few  inches  higher  than  the  reef.  These,  and  a 
sand-bar  that  has  formed  below,  are  the  highest  points  left,  and  they  may  make  a 
break,  or  roll  at  low  stages  of  water. 

After  repeated  examinations  of  the  river-bed,  Mr.  Qnigley,  the  diver,  reported  that 
it  was  everywhere  soft  and  smooth,  and  that  there  was  nothing  left  that  would  injure 
a  boat,  if  one  should  strike  it.  I  hardly  think  that  the  current  will  remove  any  of  the 
gravel.  The  depth  of  water  on  it  was  just  about  the  same  as  reported  in  the  lower 
river  at  the  shoalest  places  when  we  were  at  work  there.  Should  this  depth  prove  in- 
sufficient, the  reef  must  be  dredged  or  scraped  away  before  any  more  rock  can  be  taken 
ont.  Search  was  made  by  the  diver  for  a  rock  reported  to  be  about  30  feet  south  of 
the  Jackson  Rock,  and  down  stream  from  it,  bnt  nothing  of  the  kind  was  found.  The 
river-bottom  was  all  soft  sand  for  80  feet,  or  as  far  as  our  lines  would  reach  in  this  di- 
rection. 

Soundings  made  in  the  place  from  which  a  coal-boat  wreck  had  lately  been  removed 
by  the  snag-boat  £.  A.  Woodruff  showed  no  rocks  or  obstrqotions  of  any  kind. 

As  there  was  no  break  or  sign  of  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  Jackson  Rock  the  wreck- 
ing-boat was  taken  up  to  Arkansas  Rook.  We  had  got  nearly  into  position  for  work 
at  this  point  on  December  10,  when  the  ice  commenced  running,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  go  to  the  bank.  The  ice  continued  to  form,  and  on  the  17tu  had  become  so  heavy 
that  I  saw  no  immediate  prospect  of  resuming  the  work  to  advantage,  and  so  quit 
without  doing  any  work  at  Arkansas  Rock,  or  even  having  a  chance  to  make  an  exam- 
ination of  it. 

OPERATIONS  OP  SNAG-BOAT  B.  A.  WOODBUPP. 

In  ray  last  annnal  report  I  stated  that  the  Woodruff  began  her  sea- 
son's work  on  the  8th  of  Jane,  and  I  reported  the  results  of  that  work 
np  to  Jane  30,  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

This  year  the  snag-boat  began  work  on  the  5th  of  Jane,  and  is  at  work 
at  the  present  writing.  A  rei)ort  for  the  fiscal  year  wonld,  therefore, 
embrace  all  of  the  work  done  daring  1876,  (except  three  weeks  in  Jane,) 
together  with  that  accomplished  in  June,  1877.  It  is  thoaght  that  sach 
a  report,  containing  fragments  of  two  seasons'  operations,  wonld  be  less 
satisfactory  than  a  report  for  one  calendar  year.  I  will,  therefore,  fol- 
low the  plan  adopted  in  preparing  the  tabulated  statements  of  the  work 
of  the  dredges,  given  in  my  annual  reports  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
confine  myself  to  the  operations  of  the  snag-boats  for  the  year  1876. 

The  season's  work  began  Jane  8, 1876,  and  ended  November  30, 1876, 
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at  which  date  the  boat  went  out  of  coid  mission  in  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tennessee,  that  point  having  been  selected  for  winter 
quarters  as  being  the  safest  from  danger  from  ice  or  from  fire.  During 
the  season  she  worked  over  the  river  as  follows  : 

1.  Cincinnati  to  Wh^^eling,  (could  not  get  higher  on  account  of  low  water.) 

2.  Wbe«*ling  to  Cairo, 

3.  Cairo  to  Parkersburg,  (could  not  get  higher  on  account  of  low  water.) 

4.  Parkersburg  t   Lawrenceburg,(  turned  back  on  account  of  high  water.) 

5.  Lawrenceburg  to  Pittsburg,  (waited  at  Pittsburg  four  days  on  account  of  high 
water.) 

6.  Pittsburgh  to  Cairo. 

7.  Cairo  to  Casey  ville,  and  thence  to  winter  quarters  at  Padncah. 

■  The  sum  of  her  season's  work  was  915  snags,  of  an  approximate  weight 
of  7,566  tons,  and  21  wrecks.  The  average  weight  of  an  Ohio  River 
snag  is,  therefore,  8.28  tons. 

The  heaviest  snajj  removed  was  taken  out  near  Raleigh,  Ky.  It 
weighed  96  tons,  and  was  pulled,  cut  up,  and  put  away  in  2^  hours. 
The  most  troublesome  snag  was  the  one  which  sunk  the  Arlington  in 
Cumberland  Chute.  The  top  of  this  snag  was  about  3  feet  under  water, 
and  it  could  not,  therefore,  be  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  butting- 
beam,  nor  could  it  be  lifted  by  the  drag  chain,  as  the  stump  was  stand- 
ing vertical,  with  its  roots  deeply  buried  in  the  sand.  It  was  finally  re- 
moved (after  being  undermined  by  one  of  the  dredges  then  at  work 
making  a  gap  through  the  Cumberland  Dam)  by  catching  a  fluke  of  the 
large  grapnel  in  a  cavity  of  the.  stump.  The  work  of  raising  this  mon- 
ster occupied  the  whole  of  two  days. 

The  winter  of  1876-77  was  unusually  destructive  to  shipping  in  the 
Ohio  and  other  western  rivers.  Notwithstanding  the  selection  of  what 
seemed  to  be  the  best  harbor  on  the  Ohio,  the  \Yoodruff  was  damaged 
by  the  great  ice  flood.  The  first  blow  from  the  ice-fleld  knocked  two 
holes,  each  about  6  inches  in  diameter,  through  the  outer  side  of  her  port 
bow.  The  numerous  bulkheads  and  general  watertight  construction  of 
the  hull  prevented  her  from  sinking,  and  the  holes  were  speedily 
stopped  with  bedding  from  the  boat.  After  all  danger  from  ice  was 
over  the  boat  was  brought  to  Cincinnati,  the  injured  sheet  was  removed, 
and  a  new  one  was  riveted  in  its  place  by  the  use  of  a  side-dock,  thus 
making  the  hull  as  good  as  new. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that  the  boilers  of  the  snag-boat 
were  too  far  aft,  and  that  I  intended  to  move  them  forward  before  com- 
mencing this  season's  work.  This  was  done  after  the  boat  arrived  at 
Cincinnati  by  turning  them  around  the  chimneys  as  a  center.  The  bows 
were  also  strengthened,  double  jackets  were  placed  around  the  chim- 
neys, cars  were  built  to  carry  coal  in  the  hold,  and  in  general  all  the 
defects  that  were  developed  during  last  season's  work  were  remedied  as 
far  as  practicable. 

The  boat  is  now  on  an  even  keel,  and  draws  36  inches  when  loaded 
with  800  bushels  of  coal  and  with  boilers  filled  with  water. 

The  primary  object  of  the  ^yoodruff  is  the  removal  of  snags,  and  for 
this  work  she  is  very  complete.  Her  secondary  work  is  the  removal  of 
coal-barge  wrecks,  of  which,  owing  t^  the  immense  amount  of  coal  car- 
ried on  the  Ohio,  there  is  a  plentiful  crop  every  season.  These  are 
broken  up  by  means  of  a  huge 'six-fluked  grapnel,  weighing  IJ  tons, 
which  is  attached  to  the  chrome-steel  hoisting-chain,  and  dropped  over- 
board just  above  the  barge  to  be  wrecked.  The  continued  dragging  of 
this  grapnel  over  the  wreck  soon  tears  it  to  pieces. 

Wrecks  of  steamboats  and  of  '*  model"  barges  (double-ended  barges, 
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with  steamboat  bows)  are  too  smooth  and  strong  to  be  torn  up  by  a 
grapnel,  and  the  snag-boat  does  not  therefore  work  at  such  obstructions. 
The  only  remedy  for  such  wrecks  is  to  employ  a  diver  and  blow  them  up 
with  powder. 

We  are  greatly  hampered  in  endeavoring  to  keep  the  Ohio  clear  for 
navigation  by  the  owners  of  wrecked  barges  claiming  possession  of 
them  until  every  pound  of  coal  has  been  removed,  regardless  of  the 
great  injury  which  the  presence  of  wrecks  in  a  narrow  channel  may 
cause  to  passing  vessels.  Last  year  a  wrecked  barge  loaded  with  brick 
remained  in  the  channel  at  Mill  Greek  Island  during  the  whole  season, 
greatly  endangering  all  classes  of  navigation,  until  the  owner  had  taken 
out  all  the  brick  he  found  it  profitable  to  remove.  Late  in  the  season 
I  was  notified  that  the  barge  was  abandoned,  but  the  snag-boat  was 
then  below  Louisville,  and  soon  after  went  into  winter  quarters. 

This  wreck  was  not  removed  until  June  20  of  the  present  season,  and 
therefore  it  obstructed  the  channel  for  over  a  year. 

This  year  I  gave  public  notice  in  the  newspapers  that  all  wrecka 
would  be  considered  as  abandoned  unless  I  was  notified  to  the  contrary. 
Many  notices  were  sent  to  me,  all  of  which  have  been  respected.  A 
few  days  ago,  however,  a  claim  was  made  on  me  by  a  prominent  coal 
firm  of  Pittsburgh  for  the  value  of  a  barge  which  had  been  torn  up  by 
the  snag-boat,  on  the  ground  that  the  barge  had  not  been  abandoned, 
although  no  notice  to  that  effect  had  been  received  either  at  this  office 
or  at  tiie  snag-boat.  The  barge  in  question  was  carried  out  of  the 
Monongahela  in  the  ice-flood  of  last  January,  and  was  sunk  at  Middle 
Island,  152  miles  below  Pittsburgh.  It  had,  therefore,  lain  a  wreck  for  5 
months,  and  had  already  caused  the  destruction  of  another  barge.  It 
was  a  very  serious  obstruction  of  which  all  the  pilots  complained.  Care- 
ful inquiry  by  the  captain  of  the  snag-boat  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
wreck  failed  to  discover  any  act  of  the  owners  indicating  that  they  still 
maintained  a  claim  to  the  barge,  and  it  was  therefore  broken  up  and 
removed  from  the  channel.  The  owners  of  the  barge  now  claim  that 
the  United  States  should  pay  them  $1,000  for  this  barge,  asserting  that 
it  was  worth  $1,200,  and  that  its  removal  would  not  cost  more  than  $200, 
besides  the  value  of  the  coal  it  contained. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  for  the  protection  of  commerce,  as  well  as 
of  the  officers  of  the  Government  who  are  trying  to  keep  the  great 
navigable  rivers  free  from  obstructions,  I  would  earnestly  renew  the 
recommendations  contained  in  my  annual  report  for  1873,  and  I  there- 
fore quote  from  it  the  following  as  the  draught  of  a  much-needed  law : 

AX  ACT  to  preserve  the  free  navigation  of  the  rirers  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stateq. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  it  shall  be  lawfal  for 
persons  in  charge  of  works  of  iniprovemeot  carried  on  ander  the  authority  of  the 
General  Government  in  any  of  the  rivers  or  harbors  of  the  United  States  to  remove 
any  stranded  or  wrecked  boats  or  barges,  or  any  other  obstruction  which  may  inter- 
fere with  the  free  navigation  of  such  rivers  and  harbors :  Providedy  That  the  work  of 
snch  removal  is  not  promptly  begun  and  vigorously  prosecuted  by  the  owners  of  such 
boats,  barges,  or  obstructions.  In  case  of  such  removal  by  the  agents  of  the  General 
Government,  the  cost  of  removal  shall  be  a  lien  against  the  things  removed.  All  prop- 
erty saved  by  the  United  States  from' wrecks  that  have  been  abaudoned  by  their  own- 
ers is  hereby  declared  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to  be  disposed  of  as  may  be 
directed  by  proper  authority. 

DREDGING. 

The  United  States  dredges  Ohio  and  Oswego  were  continuously  at 
work  in  the  Ohio  River  from  before  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year 
until  November  30.    At  the  latter  date  they  were  sent  up  the  Wabash 
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(at  that  tirao  under  my  charge)  to  do  some  much-needed  work  at  the 
Little  Chain.  The  record  of  their  work  on  this  river  will  be  found  in 
the  annual  report  of  Maj.  Jared  A.  Smith,  to  whom  I  transferred  the 
<5harge  of  the  Wabash  on  the  22d  of  January,  1877.  The  dredges  re- 
turned to  the  Ohio  on  the  last  of  February,  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
Cincinnati  for  their  annual  spring  overhauling  and  repairs. 

In  the  spring  of  1876  the  Ohio  was  furnished  with  a  wronght-iron 
^rane,  experience  having  shown  that  the  work  required  on  the  Ohio 
Eiver  was  too  heavy  for  wooden  cranes.  This  new  crane  has  worked 
admirably,  and  with  the  permission  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  the 
Oswego  has  also  been  supplied  with  an  iron  crane.  The  most  serious 
cause  of  accidents  and  resulting  loss  of  time  and  expensive  repairs  has 
thus  been  removed. 

RACCOON  ISLAND,   273  MILES  BELOW  PITTSBURGH. 

The  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  found  both  dredges  at  this  place 
removing  a  lump  between  the  two  channels  at  the  head  of  the  island. 
On  July  20  the  work  was  nearly  finished,  16,970  cubic  yards  having 
been  removed  during  the  month,  (6,940  cubic  yards  had  been  removed 
in  June,)  when  the  dredges  were  ordered  up  the  river  to  White's  Kipple, 
11  miles  below  Pittsburgh. 

DEADMAN'S  ISLAND,   14  MILES   BELOW  PITTSBUBGH. 

The  dredges  were  suddenly  ordered  to  this  end  of  the  river  on  account 
of  serious  complaints  from  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Exchange  that  while 
dredging  at  Hay's  Bar  and  White's  Bipple  (substantially  the  same 
place)  earlier  in  the  season,  a  dangerous  lump  had  been  left  in  the  chan- 
nel. The  dredges  were  stopped  at  Dead  man,  3  miles  below  White's,  to 
remove  a  new  shore-bar  thrown  out  by  Little  Sewickley  Creek,  and  to 
give  Mr.  Carpenter,  the  assistant  engineer  in  charge  of  dredging,  an 
opportunity  to  find  the  lump  complained  of  at  White's.  A  careful  ex- 
amination, made  in  conjunction  with  leading  coal  operators  and  pilots, 
showed  that  no  work  at  White's  was  needed,  and  the  dredges,  therefore, 
remained  at  Deadman.  Work  was  much  hindered  by  low  water,  and 
during  a  part  of  the  time  when  the  dredges  were  unable  to  work  the 
crews  were  employed  in  building  a  small  dam  of  brush  and  stone  across 
the  mouth  of  Little  Sewickley  Creek,  so  as  to  throw  the  current  and 
deposits  into  the  pocket  below  the  shore-bar,  and  prevent  the  continual 
obstruction  of  the  channel.  This  little  dam  has  thus  far  accomplished 
its  purpose  admirably.    Excavation  made,  16,080  cubic  yards. 

FISH  GREEK  ISLAND,  113  MILES  FROM  PITTSBURGH. 

On  completion  of  the  work  at  Deadman  the  dredges  went  to  Fish 
Creek  Island,  and  removed  a  lump  between  the  two  channels  of  the 
river,  completing  the  work  October  11.  Excavation  made,  25,345  cubic 
yards. 

CAPTINA  ISLAND,  109  MILES  FROM  PITTSBURaH. 

Work  was  begun  here  on  the  12th,  and  continued  until  the  21st  of 
October,  when  the  dredges  started  for  Cumberland  Dam.  Excavation, 
7,830  cubic  yards.    ' 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


APPENDIX   T.  631 

MATAMOBAS,  141  lOLES  BELOW  PITTSBUEGH. 

The  dredges  removed  the  wreck  of  a  coal-barge  from  the  chaoDel  at 
this  place. 

CUMBERLAND  ISLAND,  908  MILES  FROM  PITTSBURGH. 

Serious  and  repeated  complaints  were  made  by  the  river  interest 
daring  the  summer  and  fall  of  1876,  that  the  effect  of  the  dam  across 
the  Ohio  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island  was  to  make  this  point 
occasionally  the  shoalest  below  Louisville. 

This  dam  was  begun  in  1832,  and  partly  finished.  It  was  repaired  in 
'  1839,  and  again  in  1854.  It  was  repaired  and  finally  completed  in  1872, 
^73,  and  '74,  the  latter  work  having  been  done  under  my  direction.  The 
repair  of  this  dam  was  directly  ordered  by  Congress  in  accordance  with 
a  report  made  by  me  on  February  14, 1872.  At  the  time  of  making  this 
report  I  understood  from  the  old  records  that  the  dam  had  always 
worked  satisfactorily  when  in  good  repair,  and  that  the  only  problem, 
therefore,  to  be  solved  was  to  make  it  stand  the  water- pressure.  Believ- 
ing that  this  could  be  done  I  so  reported,  and  Congress  ordered  the 
repairs  to  be  made. 

These  repairs  were  a  practical  success,  as  the  dam,  with  some  slight 
additional  repairs  of  weak  points,  substantially  held  its  own.  The  re- 
sult, however,  was  a  failure,  from  the  fact  that  the  natural  current  in 
high  and  moderate  stages  is  across  the  dam,  while  at  such  stages  an 
eddy  is  formed  in  the  chute  at  the  head  of  the  island,  causing  it  to  fill 
with  sedimentary  deposit.  As  the  water  falls  the  dam  begins  to  force  a 
current  through  the  chute  and  to  remove  the  deposits.  If  the  river  sub- 
sides so  rapidly  as  not  to  allow  time  for  the  current  to  cut  out  a  channel, 
or  if  the  scouring  action  is  suddenly  stopped  and  the  deposits  are  remade 
by  a  flood  from  the  Cumberland,  low  water  comes  on  before  the  chute 
channel  has  been  cut  out,  and  thus  boats  find  no  passage  either  through 
the  chute  or  over  the  dam.  I  am  now  satisfied  that  the  reason  why  no 
record  remains  of  such  troubles  in  former  times  is  that  they  never  lasted 
long,  being  speedily  terminated  by  the  rupture  of  the  dam.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  recent  repairs  brought  into  prominence  the  defect  in  the 
original  design  of  the  work.  For  a  fuller  statement  of  the  reasons  for 
the  original  construction  of  this  dam,  showing  also  why  it  proved  de- 
fective, see  Eeport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876,  Part  II,  page 
22. 

There  was  no  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs,  except  to  remove  the 
dam,  or  at  least  to  make  a  wide  opening  in  it.  On  a  full  statement  of 
the  case,  authority  was  granted  by  the  Chief  of  Engineers  to  make  a  gap 
in  the  dam,  and  it  was  for  this  work  that  the  dredges  were  ordered  there. 
Work  was  begun  November  3,  about  75  feet  from  the  shore  of  Dog 
Island,  and  the  gap  was  extended  thence  toward  the  Kentucky  shore 
for  a  distance  of  420  feet,  being  20  feet  wider  than  the  channel  spaa  of 
the  Newport  and  Cincinnati  Eailway  bridge.  The  stone  was  removed 
to  a  depth  of  2  feet  below  low  water.  A  portion  of  the  stone  was  placed 
on  the  dam  at  each  end  of  the  gap  thus  clearly  defining  it  at  any  stage 
of  water  below  20  feet,  at  which  depth  there  will  be  suflScient  water  to 
<5ross  the  dam  at  any  point.  The  work  was  completed  on  November  27, 
and  the  dredges  at  once  started  up  the  river,  reaching  the  mouth  of  the 
Wabash  on  the  30th. 

The  material  handled  at  Cumberland  Dam  consisted  of  10,011  cubic 
yards  of  loose  stone  and  1,777  cubic  yards  of  sand.    No  part  of  this  was 
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loaded  on  scows,  it  being  deposited  by  the  dredges  either  on  the  dam  or 
in  the  deep  water  above  and  below  it. 

The  dredges  remained  in  the  Wabash  Eiver  from  November  30, 1876, 
nntil  the  last  of  February,  1877,  when  they  returned  to  Cincinnati,  re- 
maining here  until  June  25,  at  which  date  they  started  up  the  river  for 
Baccoon  Island. 

In  June,  before  the  regular  season's  work  was  begun,  the  Ohio  removed 
a  wrecked  barge  lying  at  the  foot  of  Ludlow  street,  Cincinnati,  and 
made  one  trip  to  the  Southern  Bailroad  Bridge  to  remove  a  snag  reported 
to  be  there,  but  which  could  not  be  found. 

TABULATED  STATEMENT. 

The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  work  of  the  dredges,  and 
the  cost  of  the  same,  tor  the  calendar  year  1876 : 
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DBED0B8  IN  COIIXUSION  DUBIKO  1876. 

Time. 

Ordinary  dredging,  days 100 

Looee-rock  excavations,  days 33 

Wrecking  and  snagging,  days 7 

Work  on  Wabash  River,  days 15 

Lost: 

Traveling,  days 94 

Acoidents,  days 16 

High  and  low  water,  dayb..... 19 

Sundays * 33 

Total 836 

Total  on  Ohio  River 331 

Work 

Cable  yards  of  gravel,  &c.,  excavated  dnring  the  season 103,996 

Cubic  yards  of  gravel,  &o.,  excavated  per  working  day 1,039 

Cubic  yards  of  loose  rook  excavated  during  the  season 10,344 

Cubic  yards  of  loose  rook  excavated  per  working  day 450 

Number  of  wrecksremoved 1 10 

Number  of  snags  removed 7 

Cott. 

Equipment : 

For  the  season |616  96 

Per  working  day 4  57 

Perdayin  commission S  79 

Towing: 

For  the  season 8,493  00 

Per  working  day ; 62  91 

Perdayin  commisaion 38  43 

Salaries: 

For  the  season 10,045  94 

Per  working  day 74  41 

Perdayin  commission 45  45 

Repairs: 

For  the  season < 696  83 

Per  working  day 5  16 

Perdayin  commission 3  15 

Cost: 

.     Fordredging 17,806  13 

For  loose-rock  excavation 4,095  41 

For  wrecking  and  snagging 1,846  43 

Per  working  day 178  06 

Per  dav  in  commission 108  77 

Per  cubic  yard  gravel,  &c 17.1 

Per  cubic  yard  of  loose  rock 39.6 

DBBD0B8  Oirr  OP  COMMIBBIOX  DITBXXO  1876. 

Time. 

Inordinary,  days 90 

Annual  spring  repairs,  days 40 

Total 130 

OoiL 

Total  in  ordinary #4,195  65 

Per  day  inordinary 30  23 

Annual  spring  repairs 3,370  00 

The  contract  price  for  towing  was  $38  per  day,  Sundays  excepted,  with  no  deductions  except  when 
tow-boat  was  unfit  for  duty.  Under  the  charter  she  was  to  fumt^h  the  dredges  with  coal  wftboat 
additional  charge.  Occasionally  an  extra  tow-buat  was  hired  for  a  few  days.  This  expense  ia  inclnded 
under  "Towing." 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  the  necessity  of  abandoning  the  work  at 
Baccoon  Island  to  go  up  to  White's  and  Deadman,  and  the  snbseqaent 
necessity  of  going  down  to  Cumberland  Island,  which  is  only  60  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  added  considerably  to  the  cost  of  dredging, 
in  1876.  The  distance  between  the  extreme  points  at  which  the  dredges 
worked  is  903  miles. 
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MOVABLE  DAM  AT  DAVIS  ISLAND. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  passed 
an  act  ceding  jurisdiction  over  the  land  which  may  be  purchased  for  this 
work.    Without  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  State  the  work  could  not  • 
be  begun. 

The  act  reads  as  follows : 

AN  ACT  to  grant  the  consent  of  the  State  of  PennsylrAnia  to  the  acquisition  hy  the  United  States 
of  certain  lands  within  the  State  and  Irardering  on  the  Ohio,  Monongahela,  and  Yoaghiogheny  Bivors, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  dams,  abntnients,  locks,  lock-houses,  offices,  and  necessary  struct  - 
ures  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  slack-water  navigation  on  said  rivers,  and  ceding  juris- 
diction over  the  same,  and  for  imposing  fines  and  penalties  for  willful  iijnries  to  the  grounds,  build- 
ings, and  apportenanees  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  howie  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  general  assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same. 

That  whenever  the  United  States  shall  begin  the  improvements  of  the  Ohio,  Monon- 
gahela,  and  Yon^s^hiogheny  Rivers  by  means  of  locks  and  permanent  or  movable  dams, 
or  dams  with  adjustable  chutes,  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  through 
the  governor  thereof,  is  hereby  given  to  the  acquisition  by  the  United  States,  by  tne 
purchase  or  by  condemnation  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  of  any  lands,  build- 
ings, or  other  property  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  dams,  abutments, 
locks,  lock-houses,  chutes,  and  other  necesi'ary  structures  for  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  slack- water  navigation  on  said  rivers ;  and  the  said  United  States  shall 
have,  hold,  use,  and  occupy  the  said  land  or  lands,  buildings  or  other  property,  when 
purchased  or  acquired  as  provided  by  this  act,  and  shall  exercise  jurisdiction  and  con- 
trol over  the  same  concurrently  with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sec.  2.  If  the  United  States  shall  determine  to  take  lands,  buildings,  or  other  prop- 
erty necessary  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  cannot 
agree  with  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lands,  buildings,  or  other  property,  for  the 
compensation  to  be  made  for  such  taking,  the  court  of  common  pleas  having  jnrisdic- 
tionin  the  county  where  such  lauds,  buildings,  or  other  property  are  situated,  shall, 
upon  application  by  either  the  United  States  or  the  owner  or  owners,  or  any  one  in 
behalf  of  either,  shall  appoint  three  disinterested  freeholders,  who,  having  duly  quali- 
fied before  said  6ourt,  and  having  given  such  public  notice,  and  such  notice  to  owners, 
of  the  premises  to  be  reviewed  and  appraised,  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  as* 
the  said  court  may  direct,  shall  ascertain  and  determine  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  be  paid  to  such  owner  or  owners,  who  shall  make  reports  to  said  court  of  their 
award  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  term  next  after  their  appointment. 

Provided,  That  the  said  United  States  shall  not  be  authorized  to  take  possession  of, 
or  use  or  occupy,  the  lands,  buildings,  or  other  property  taken  under  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  until  the  amount  of  said  award  shall  be  paid  to  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof:  Provided  further.  That  the  said  court  may  set  aside  the  report  of  said  view- 
ers, upon  being  satisfied  that  the  amount  of  said  warrant  is  excessive  or  insufficient: 
And  provided  further  t  That  upon  the  application  of  any  party  aggrieved,  made  within 
thirty  days  after  the  filing  of  the  report  of  the  viewers,  for  an  issue  to  try  the  facts 
in  controversy  between  the  respective  parties,  and  to  determine  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation due  for  property  condemned  and  taken,  or  for  property  injured  or  destroyed 
by  the  construction  or  enlargement  of  the  works  and  improvements  contemplated  by 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  court  to  award  said  issue,  and  any  appeal  taken 
pursuant  to  this  act  shall  be  signed  by  the  party  or  parties  taking  the  same,  or  by  his 
or  their  agent  or  attorney,  and  shall  be  accompanied  by  an  affidavit  of  the  party  ap- 
pellant, or  by  his  or  their  agent  or  attorney,  that  the  same  is  not  taken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  delay,  but  because  the  affiant  firmly  believes  that  injustice  has  been  done. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  willfully  or  maliciously  injure  any  of  the 
lands,  buildings,  or  other  property  acquired  or  held  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
such  person  or  persons  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  twenty  dollars,  and  to 
an  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  or  either,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  said  offense  to  be  prosecuted  and  punished  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

E.  Reed  Mybr, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
Jno.  C.  Newmyer, 
President  pi'o  tempore  of  the  Senate, 

Approved  the  seventeenth  day  of  March;  anno  Domini  oie  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven. 

J.  F.  Hartranft, 
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The  United  States  district  attorney  at  Pittsburg  has  been  for  some 
weeks  engaged  in  an  endeavor  to  procure  the  land  necessary  for  the  lock 
and  dam  at  Davis  Island,  but  at  this  writing  he  has  not  completed  his 
labors.  The  plans  for  constructing  the  lock  are  all  ready,  and  work  will 
•probabl}'  be  begun  before  this  report  reaches  Congress. 

SPECIAL  SURVEYS. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
on  March  2,  1877 : 

Eesolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  best 
methods,  by  harbors  of  refuge  or  otherwise,  of  protecting  the  river  commerce  of  Cin- 
cinnati from  floes  of  ico  in  the  Ohio. 

The  duty  of  preparing  the  report  coptemplated  by  this  resolution  has 
been  assigned  to  me,  an^  the  necessary  preliminary  surveys  are  now  in 
progress. 

In  compliance  with  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated 
January  17, 1877,aud  January  30, 1877, 1  reported  on  Mill  Creek  as  a  har- 
bor of  refuge,  (report  printed  as  Ex.  Doc.  34,  H.of  R.,  44th  Cong.,  2d  sess.j) 
and  also  on  Mill  Bottom,  Kentucky,  opposite  Cincinnati,  for  the  same 
purpose,  (report  printed  as  Ex.  Doc.  39,  Senate,  44th  Cong.,  2d  sess.) 

ESTIMATE. 

The  estimate  submitted  in  my  last  annual  report  for  the  lock  and  mov- 
able dam  at  Davis  Island,  including  permanent  dam  behind  the  island, 
was  $465,000.  In  this  sum  nothing  was  included  for  the  purchase  of 
land.  Inasmuch  as  this  land  will  all  be  purchased  in  a  few  months  it 
will  perhaps  be  better  not  to  submit  an  estimate  of  its  cos't,  but  simply 
to  add  its  actual  cost  to  next  year's  estimate. 

Thus  far  $100,000  has  been  appropriated  for  the  movable  dam,  leaving 
$365,000  still  necessary  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  land. 

The  cost  of  running  the  snag-boat  and  the  two  dredges  for  one  year 
will  be  $60,000. 

For  riprap  dams,  office  expenses,  and  contingencies,  I  would  request 
$100,000. 

ESTIMATE  FOR   1878-79. 

For  snag-boat  and  dredges  one  year 160,000  00 

For  riprap  dams,  office  expenses,  and  contingencies 100,000  00 

For  movable  dam  at  Davis  Island 365,000  00 

Total 525.000  00 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available $117,020  95 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  14,  1876 175,000  00 

^  $292, 020  95 

July  1,  1877,  amount  expended  dnring  fiscal  year 110,577  59 

July  1,  1«77,  outstanding  liabilities 6,924  00 

117.501  59 

July  1,  1877,  amount  available 174,519  36 

Amount  tbat  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.    525, 000  00 
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APPENDIX   T.  637 

T  a. 

REPORT  OF  BOARD  OP  ENGINEERS  ON  OHIO  RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  February  23, 1877. 

General:  The  Board  of  Engineer  Officers  appointed  by  Special  Orders 
No.  15,  dated  Headquarters  Corps  of  Engineers,  Washington,  D.  C, 
February  14, 1877,  met  at  Cincinnati,  at  10.30  a.  m.,  February  20, 1877. 

Having  examined  and  discussed  the  questions  involved  in  the  pro- 
posed improvements  of  the  Ohio  River,  as  presented  for  their  consider- 
ation by  the  accompanying  letter  of  instructions  of  the  Chief  of  Engi- 
neers, dated  February  14, 1877,  (appended  and  marked  B,)  they  have 
DOW  the  honor  to  submit  their  views  thereon  in  the  following 

REPORT.. 

During  the  lowest  stages  of  water  the  Ohio  is  not  navigable  by  steam- 
ers of  ordinary  draught;  in  fact,  it  is  scarcely  navigable  at  all  above 
Wheeling  for  minimum  draught  steamers  without  freight. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement  (appended  and  marked  ^^A")  shows 
the  number  of  days  that  the  river  ranges  from  6  feet  to  3  feet  at  Pitts- 
burgh and  Wheeling. 

For  many  years  attempts  have  been  made  with  partial  success  to 
remove  bars  or  shoals  in  the  river  by  the  construction  of  wing-dams 
and  by  dredging.  This  method  of  improvement  is  still  being  carried 
on  by  the  United  States  Government.  It  is  the  opinion,  however,  of 
civil  engineers  as  well  as  of  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  that  rad- 
ical improvement  can  be  effected  only  by  some  system  of  slack-water 
navigation,  that  is,  by  locks  and  dams.  The  best  system  of  this  kind, 
if  it  can  be  applied  with  success,  is  that  which  permits  the  removal  at 
pleasure  of  a  portion  of  the  dam  formed  of  movable  wickets,  and  this 
method  of  improvement  has  been  proposed  for  the  Ohio  River.  To  test 
its  applicability.  Major  Merrill,  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  River  improve- 
ment, in  his  annual  report  of  1874,  recommended  that  a  lock  and  dam 
with  Chanoine  wickets  for  the  Pass  should  be  constructed  across  the 
river  about  six  miles  below  Pittsburgh,  and  $100,000  were  appropriated 
by  the  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  to  commence  the  structure  for  trial. 

It  seems,  however,  that  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Exchange  and  the  Steam- 
boatmen's  Association  are  opposed  to  this  system  of  improvement,  and 
are  strenuously  exerting  themselves  to  prevent  the  commencement  even 
of  the  trial-dam.  They  have  submitted  a  memorial  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  protesting  against  its  construction,  with  an  accom- 
panying report  setting  forth  their  reasons  therefor  under  various  heads. 
This  memorial  and  report  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  with  in- 
structions to  examine  into  the  objections  urged  against  the  system  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  above  named  associations  aud  to  give  their  views 
thereon. 

Taking  up  the  line  of  argument  essentially  in  the  order  followed  in 
their  report,  we  readily  acknowledge  that  the  "  toxo-hoat  and  barge  sys- 
tem^^  is  an  admirable  one  for  the  transportation  of  bulky  materials, and 
that  the  "  combining  tonnage  in  fleets  "  results  probably  in  *^  the  cheapest 
transportation  in  the  world,^  and  that  ^^ cheap  transportation^  is  a  material 
element  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Val- 
leys. 
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*^  GREAT  THROUGH  LINES  AND  WAY  LINES.'^ 

The  memorialists,  ander  the  head  of  ^^  great  through  lines  and  way 
lines,"  state  that — 

As  the  barge  fleets,  convoyed  by  tow-boats,  mnsfc,  in  the  nature  of  things,  consti- 
tute the  great  through  lines  upon  the  navigation,  all  attempted  improvements  of  the 
Ohio  should  be  so  contrived  as  to  increase  their  safety  and  expedite  their  voyages- 
This  is  undoubtedly  the  true  policy  in  the  management  of  our  attempted  river  improve- 
ments, and  nothing  of  a  different  character  should  be  permitted  to  be  done  in  behalf 
of  single  freight  and  passenger  steamboats,  because  from  railroad  competition  their 
oocupation  ii^  ohis  quarter  seems  to  be  nearly  gone,  their  business  dwindled  to  com- 
parative insignificance,  and  their  numbers  diminished  to  a  small  fraction  of  their 
former  multitude.  This  decadency  leaves  their  future  no  better  promise  than  the  way 
business  between  the  towns  and  villages  along  the  river  shores,  and  the  navigation  of 
the  streams  flowing  into  the  Ohio. 

If  it  be  true  that  transportation  on  the  Ohio'other  than  by  ^^comhining 
tonnage  in  fleets'^  has  become  insignificant,  then  the  system  of  improve- 
ment of  the  river  should  be  made  with  the  view  to  facilitate  that  kind 
of  transportation^  but  if  there  are  important  interests  connected  with 
the  various  large  towns  and  cities  along  the  river  from  Pittsburgh  to 
Louisville  which  would  be  fostered  by  a  system  of  improvement  that 
would  make  the  river  navigable  throughout  the  year  to  passenger  and 
freight  steamers  of  ordinary  draught,  those  interests  also  demand  consid- 
eration. Though  the  quantity  of  coal  carried  from  Pittsburgh  down  the 
Ohio  is  very  large,  amounting  in  value  to  about  $6,000,000  a  year,  other 
freights  of  export  and  import  much  exceed  that  of  coal  in  value.  Besides^ 
there  is  a  large  commerce  connected  with  other  large  towns  and  cities 
of  the  Ohio,  which  is  carried  on  by  freight-ateamers.  Though  we  have 
no  means  of  estimating  this  accurately,  yet,  from  data  accessible,  we 
doubt  if  the  coal  shipped  much  exceeds  5  per  cent.,  in  money  value,  of 
all  other  kinds  of  freight  transported  on  this  river.  It  would  seem^ 
therefore,  that  the  coal-transportation  interest  of  Pittsburgh  is  in  no 
way  entitled  to  dictate  the  system  of  improvements  for  the  Ohio  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  interests.  However,  when  fairly  and  impartially 
discussed  and  thoroughly  appreciated,  it  will  probably  be  admitted  that 
the  proposed  system  of  improvement  of  the  Ohio  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  coal-trade  as  carried  on  by  ^^  combining  tonnage  in  fleets^  as  well  as  to 
that  effected  by  single  steamers  carrying  freight  or  towing  one  or  more 
barges. 

The  memorialists  further  state  that,  having  canvassed  ^'  with  studious 
care  the  new  plan  for  the  river  improvement,  they  are  constrained 

*  *  *  to  express  their  unqualified  dissent  from  the  same,  and  their 
undoubting  belief  that  this  plan,  if  carried  out,  would  utterly  ruin  and 
annihilate  the  entire  towing  system  now  working  so  beneficially  on  the 
Ohio."    They  assign  their  reasons  therefor  as  follows : 

MOMONGAHELA.  NAVIGATION. 

There  are  but  foar  locks  and  dams  on  the  Monongahela  which  the  Ohio  transporters 
have  occasion  to  use.  It  costs  one  cent  a  bushel  to  pass  coal  through  these,  including 
lockage,  which  constitutes  one-third  thereof,  which  sum,  be  it  remembered,  is  for  pass- 
ing  60  miles  only,  from  Brownsville  down  to  this  city,  while  it  costs  no  more  to  trans- 
port coal  from  Pittsburgh  to  Louisville,  a  distance  of  600  miles,  by  the  present  towing- 
system,  notwithstanding  that  the  river  between  the  two  latter  places  is  already  ob- 
structed by  bridges  to  a  very  serious  extent,  increasing  the  cost  of  transportation  as. 
weU  as  the  dangers  of  navigation.  At  the  same  rate,  it  would  cost  10^  cents  to  pass 
46  dams  to  Cincinnati ;  and  to  get  through  these,  and  the  6  additional  proposed  dams 
between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  making  52  locks  in  all,  the  cost  would  be  12^  cents- 
per  bushel,  or  $3.37  cents  per  ton.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  the  river  com- 
merce conld  not  exist  under  such  a  heavy  imposition. 
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To  this  statement  we  reply  that  the  cases  are  not  parallel.  The 
locks  on  the  Mouongahela  are  small,  the  standard  size  being  190  by  50 
feet.  As  originally  built,  there  was  bat  one  lock  to  a  dam,  bat  the 
gradual  increase  of  business  required  a  corresponding  increase  in  lock- 
accommodation,  and  therefore  an  additional  lock  was  added  to  each  of 
the  two  lower  dams,  its  dimensions  of  chamber  being  250  by  56  feet.  The 
old  locks  can  only  pass  2  barges  at  a  lockage,  and  the  new  locks  can 
pass  the  same  together  with  a  small  tug.  The  passage  of  10  barges^ 
therefore,  requires  6  lockages. 

The  proposed  Ohio  River  lock  will  vbe  so  large  as  to  pass  these  10 
barges  with  their  tow-boat  at  on«  lockage.  As  the  cost  of  working  large 
river-locks  ought  not  to  be  much  greater  than  the  cost  of  working  small 
ones,  it  is  evident  that  a  correct  comparison  would  put  the  cost  of  pass- 
ing one  Ohio  Biver  lock  at  little  over  one-fifth  the  cost  of  passing  one 
Monongahela  lock.  If,  however,  we  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the 
Monongahela  dams  belong  to  a  private  corporation  which  makes  a  profit 
on  its  investment,  it  is  evident  at  once  that  the  Ohio  Biver  locks  could 
be  kept  up  by  tolls  much  smaller  than  one-fifth  of  those  charged  on  the 
Monongahela. 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that  the  statement  of  probable  tolls  to  Cin- 
cinnati of  10^  cents  per  bushel,  and  to  Louisville  of  12^  cents  per  bushel^ 
is  greatly  exaggerated,  and  in  case  the  locks  are  largely  used  the  ex- 
pense will  probably  not  be  more  than  one-tenth  of  that  above  stated. 

But  the  coal-fleets  may,  and  probably  will,  go  down  the  river  after  the 
construction  of  the  dams,  as  they  do  now,  on  the  high  stage  of  water 
and  not  through  the  locks.  As  dues  are  not  required  of  boats  that  pass 
over  the  falls  at  Louisville,  it  is  probable  that  none  will  be  required  on 
the  Ohio  Biver  when  the  boats  do  not  use  the  locks.  The  advantage  of 
locks  is  this :  that  in  low  stages  of  the  water  coal  can  be  carried  to  man- 
ufacturing towuson  the  river  below  Pittsburgh  in  case  of  need.  At  times, 
some  manufacturing  establishments  have  been  compelled  to  stop  for  the 
lack  of  coal,  the  supply  of  which  failed  on  account  of  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the  Ohio. 

The  passes  contiguous  to  the  locks  are  to  be  400  feet  wide,  and  well 
marked  oat  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  As  the  approaches  to  the  passes^ 
will  be  in  the  liae  of  the  channel,  and  as  the  coal-fleets  are  usually  but 
100  feet  wide,  though  very  exceptionally  reaching  a  width  of  150  feet, 
we  believe  that  they  will  not  be  endangered  in  passing  through  them. 
This  passage  will  be  far  safer  than  that  of  any  railroad-bridge  above 
Cincinnati.  The  channel-spans  of  these  bridges  vary  from  300  to  400 
feet,  but  there  are  no  guides  into  these  openings,  and  the  currents  through, 
them  are  variable,  sometimes  setting  on  one  pier,  sometimes  on  the  other. 

"ITS  LIABILITY  TO  ACCIDENTS." 

There  is  little  similarity  between  the  Monongahela  dams  and  those 
proposed  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio.  The  former  are  permanent, 
giving  a  system  of  transportation  by  lockage  alone.  The  latter  permit 
open  navigation  for  high  stages  of  water,  during  which  most  of  the 
bulky  freight,  such  as  coal,  will  be  transported,  and  form  a  lockage  sys- 
tem only  for  that  portion  of  the  year  when  the  low  water  would  not  per- 
mit its  transportation  at  all.  The  destruction  of  a  permanent  dam  stops 
navigation  at  all  seasons  until  it  is  rebuilt.  Injury  to  a  wicket  can  be 
readily  repaired,  and  at  the  worst  its  repair  simply  delays  transporta- 
tion for  a  short  time.  Experience  in  France  shows  that  no  serious 
troubles  have  been  caused  by  accidents  to  similar  dams. 
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"  EFFECTS  OP  THE  LOOK  AT  LOUISVLLLB." 

The  heading  of  this  paragraph  woald  seem  to  intimate  that  there  is 
but  one  lock  at  Louisville,  and  that  all  the  delay  and  expense  at  this 
place  are  caused  by  this  one  lock.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Falls  of  the 
Ohio  at  Louisville  are  passed  by  a  canal  85  feet  wide  and  2  miles  long, 
with  two  outlets  at  its  lower  end.  The  old  outlet  enters  the  river  by  a 
flight  of  three  locks,  and  the  new  outlet  by  a  flight  of  tico  locks.  These 
locks  overcome  a  fall  in  low  water  of  26  feet,  or  more  than  four  times 
as  much  as  will  be  overcome  by  an  Ohio  Eiver  lock. 

The  delay  at  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  is  due  to  its  length, 
its  comparative  narrowness,  (85  feet,)  its  great  fall,  (26  feet,)  and  the  fact 
that  the  locks  are  in  flights  without  any  intermediate  basin.  The  result 
of  this  arrangement  is  that  a  steamboat  must  pass  through  both  locks 
of  the  new  outlet,  or  through  all  three  locks  of  the  old  outlet,  before 
another  steamboat  can  enter.  This  plain  statement  of  facts  should 
suflice  to  show  that  the  argument  based  on  experience  in  this  canal  is 
fallacious. 

The  statement  is  made  that  during  high  water  "  there  may  be  fifty 
tow-boats"  waiting  at  Louisville  at  one  time.  It  is  sufficient  to  state 
in  reply  that  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  (Re- 
port of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1876,  vol.  1,  p.  760)  Captain  Mackenzie, 
Corps  of  Engineers,  the  officer  in  immediate  charge  of  the  canal,  in 
explaining  the  cause  of  delays  in  passing  through  the  canal,  uses  the 
following  language : 

FrequeDtly  there  are  as  many  as  four  or  five  tows,  with  from  15  to  20  boats  each, 
waitin;;  to  pass  down  through  the  canal,  and,  at  the  same  time,  passenger-boats  and 
upward-bound  tows  pressing  their  claims. 

The  Board  are  therefore  compelled  to  conclude,  from  this  official  record, 
that  the  assumed  simultaneous  presence  of  50  tows  at  the  Louisville 
and  Portland  Canal  is  a  great  exaggeration. 

Were  there  a  continuous  system  of  movable  dams  on  the  Ohio  Biver, 
it  is  evident,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  would  be  no  rush,  as  the  exis^ 
ence  of  a  perpetual  navigation  would  make  it  unnecessary,  and^  in  the 
second  place,  if  tows  descended  during  the  low  water  they  would  nat- 
urally and  inevitably  pass  through  the  first  lock  in  succession,  and  a 
regular  order  of  arrival  at  all  the  locks  would  thus  be  established,  in 
consequence  of  which  but  one  tow  at  a  time  would  reach  a  lock. 

PURCHASED  BY  GOVERNxMENT  AXD  TOLLS  REDUCED. 

This  lock,  let  it  be  remembered,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Government,  and  is 
worked  by  its  agents.  A  toll  of  8  cents  a  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  every  passing  craft, 
with  an  additional  2  cents  npon  steamers  and  model  barges,  is  charged  to  keep  the 
work  in  repair  and  pay  the  current  expenses.  Five  cents  a  ton  was  the  first  charge 
when  the  Government  took  possession,  but  bein^  found  inadequate  to  meet  current 
expenses  and  repairs,  the  present  rates  were  established,  which  cost  each  tow-boat  with 
her  tow  from  f^  to  (^  a  single  passage.  Twenty-four  men,  besides  four  or  five 
mechanics,  are  required  to  manage  the  lock.  Is  it  probable  that  the  proposed  new 
locks,  chutes,  and  dams  can  be  operated  with  fewer  men  or  at  a  less  expense,  or  that 
an  equal  charge  will  not  be  necessary  at  each  dam  f  for  the  whole  force  will  have  to 
be  constantly  on  hand  and  under  pay,  whether  the  chutes  are  up  or  not.  But  suppose 
the  necessary  charge  to  be  but  one-half,  or  5  cents  per  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  all  passing 
craft,  the  passage  at  this  rate  through  68  locks  would  tax  the  towing  system  upon  the 
Ohio  out  of  existence. 

This  paragraph  is  not  correct  in  many  particulars.  The  tolls  on  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  for  passing  tbrough  2  miles  of  canal  and 
2  or  3  locks,  are  unquestionably  8  cents  per  ton  on  coal-barges,  but  this 
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is  levied  on  the  re^stered  "  andertonnage,"  (determined  by  technical  ens- 
tx)m  house  rules,)  which  is, only  about  one-hiiU*  the  carrying  capacity. 
Captain  Mackenzie,  in  the  report  just  cited,  states  (p.  762)  that  the  toll 
on  coal  is  about  ^  of  a  cent  per  bushel. 

The  memorialists  conclude  that  the  passage,  at  the  rate  stated  by 
them,  viz,  Scents  per  ton  for  a  single  lock,  ''through  68  locks,  would 
tax  the  towing  system  of  navigation  upon  the  Ohio  out  of  existence." 

The  answer  to  this  is  clear. 

The  premises  on  which  the  memorialists  reason  are  inaccurate.  The 
canal  and  locks  at  Louisville,  as  before  shown,  are  equal  in  lift  to  4  of 
the  proposed  Ohio  River  locks,  and  if  it  costs  ^  of  a  f*«nt  per  bushel  to 
pass  the  Louisville  locks  and  canal,  it  will  cost  a  little  less  than  two  cents 
a  bushel  to  pass  46  locks  between  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati,  and  a  little 
more  than  2  cents  to  pass  the  52  locks  to  Louisville.  But  the  offi- 
cer in  charge  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  thinks  that  the  rates 
there  will  soon  be  reduced  to  three-fourths  or  one  half  of  the  present 
amount.  If  reduced  to  one-half,  the  corresponding  rates  to  Cincinnati 
and  Louisville  would  be  about  1  cent  per  bushel.  If  this  tax  were  put 
upon  all  the  coal  shipped,  it  would  amount  to  $750,000  a  year;  enough 
to  pay  the  running  expenses  of  all  the  proposed  Ohio  locks. 

RKMARKS  ON  THE  MOVABLE  CHUTES. 

It  is  urged  by  some  inexpert  observers  that  in  hi^h-water  the  cbntes  wiH  be  lowered 
and  the  tows  wiU  pass  without  binderance,  thus  insaring  a  cheap  and  nnobstracted 
navigation.  This  ujight  occur,  more  or  less,  in  tbe  downward  passage.  But  most  of 
the  difficulties  and  delays  which  embarrass  the  passage  at  Louisville  would  have  to  be 
encountered  by  the  returning  fleets,  with  or  without  freight,  owing  to  the  short  dura- 
tion of  the  Ohio  floods.  But  even  if  the  water  remained  high,  the  upward-bound  tow- 
boats,  with  their  numerous  attachments,  could  not  stem  tbe  rushing  current  through 
the  chutes.  This  supi>osed  high-water  condition,  however,  would  be  of  rare  occurrence 
to  the  returning  fleets ;  usually  they  would  find  the  chutes  raised  and  tt  e  locks  their 
only  method  ot  passing  the  dams,  and  a  most  tardy  one  it  would  be  when  from  500  to 
1,000  boats  and  barges  were  on  their  return  voyages,  using  the  locks  at  every  dam. 

We  are  of  opinion,  as  before  stated,  that  the  passage  down  the  Ohio 
of  the  coal-fleets  at  high  stages  of  the  river  will  not  be  essentially  in- 
terfered with  by  the  system  of  improvement  proposed.  There  seems  to 
be  some  force  in  the  objection  made  by  the  memorialists  that  the  re- 
turning colli  fleets  will  be  impeded  in  their  progress  if  compelled  to  use 
the  locks,  and  that  if  the  height  of  the  river  permits  its  open  naviga- 
tion, the  wickets  of  the  dams  being  down,  the  increased  rapidity  of  the 
current  at  the  passes  will  retard  the  aecent  of  these  returning  boats. 
These  objections,  however,  are  not  as  forcible  as  they  appear  at  flrst 
view.    For — 

First.  As  a  rule,  coal-boats  are  not  brought  back.  Goal-barges,  only, 
return  to  the  starting  point. 

Second.  As  the  alternations  of  high  and  low  water  are  rapid,  often 
occurring  in  the  same  month,  great  difficulties  and  delays  are  frequently 
encountered  by  returning  coal-fleets  at  low  stages  of  water  by  reason 
of  bars  and  the  rapid  currents  at  narrow  portions  of  the  river,  so  much 
so,  that  a  slack-water  navigation,  with  a  scarcely  noticeable  current,  and 
with  but  one  lock  for  every  10  miles,  would  doubtless  be  more  rapid 
than  the  open  river  navigation  against  a  rapid  current. 

iSince  the  introduction  of  slack-water  navigation  experience  on  the 
Monongahela  shows  that  the  time  of  passing  up  the  river  to  Brownsville 
has  been  reduced  at  least  one- third. 

We  do  not  see  any  necessity  for,  or  even  probability  of,  a  large  num- 
ber of  returning  coal-fleets  so  congregating  as  to  reach  a  lock  at  the 
41 B 
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same  time.  After  this  system  of  improvement  is  established  the  coal- 
fleets  will  (loubUens  move  successively,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  one 
another,  knowing  that  their  return  cannot  be  prevented  by  any  fall  of 
the  river,  however  low. 

There  will  doubtless  be  some  increase  in  the  velocity  of  the  current 
contiguous  to  the  locks  when  the  passes  are  open  that  will  somewhat 
impede  the  returning  fleets  in  getting  through  them.  But  the  lengtli  of 
these  passes  is  short,  and  the  obstruction  occasioned  by  their  increased 
current  is  not  as  ffreat  as  at  many  places  in  the  river  where  the  naviga- 
ble waters  are  much  reduced  in  width,  giving  rapid  currents  for  dis- 
tances varying  from  100  yards  to  1  mile.  At  the  Trap,  11  miles  below 
Pittsburgh,  the  channel  Is  only  about  230  feet  wide  for  a  length  of  about 
1  mile. 

While  acknowledging,  however,  the  force  of  this  objection  to  a  lim- 
ited extent,  this  Board  do  not  think  it  sufQcient  to  militate  against  a 
system  which  will  be  so  advantageous  to  all  interests  on  the  river,  giv- 
ing a  navigation  for  boats  of  large  draught  during  the  whole  year,  and 
afibrding  to  the  coal-fleets  an  assured  means  of  returning  at  low  stages 
of  water. 

They  would  remark  that  the  sills  of  the  passes  are  to  be  placed  so 
low  that  no  boat  can  touch  them  that  can  go  over  the  controlling  shoals 
in  the  river. 

Confining  themselves  to  their  instructions,  this  Board  have  not  in- 
tended to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  general  question  of  improving 
the  Ohio,  but  have  restricted  themselves  to  giving  their  views  as  to  the 
objections  to  the  systems  proposed,  as  set  forth  by  the  Coal  Exchange 
and  the  Steam  boatmen's  Association  of  Pittsburgh,  in  their  memorial 
to  Congress  of  December  23,  1875. 

As  before  stated,  we  think  that  one  interest  alone,  namely,  that  of 
persons  engaged  in  transporting  coal  from  Pittsburgh,  should  not,  by 
its  opposition,  prevent  the  trial  of  the  proposed  dam  if  the  other  im- 
portant interests  of  that  city  and  of  the  river  cities  and  towns,  many 
times  more  valuable,  are  in  favor  of  it.  So  far  as  we  are  informed,  the 
memorialists  are  the  only  persons  who  oppose  the  construction  of  the 
dam. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Z.  B.  TOWKE, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj,  Oen, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Lt,  Cot  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  Oen. 
G.  Weitzel, 
Major  of  Engineers^  Bvl,  Maj.  Oen, 

Wm.  E.  Merutll, 
Major  Engineers  and  Bvt,  ColoneL 
P.  A.  Mahan, 

First  Lieut  Engineers^  Recorder. 

In  signing  the  above  report,  I  desire  to  add,  that  if  I  had  been  called 
upon  to  make  an  individual  reply  to  the  memorial  of  the  Pittsburgh  Goal 
Exchange,  my  statements  would  have  been  considerably  stronger  than 
those  contained  in  the  foregoing,  and  I  therefore  feel  it  necessary  to 
remark  that  I  see  no  reason  to  modify  or  retract  anything  contained  in 
my  annual  reports  in  regard  to  the  proposed  movable  dam  at  Davis 
Island. 

The  opinion  of  engineers  is  almost  unanimous  that  a  constant  navi- 
gable depth  In  the  'Upper  Ohio  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  construe- 
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tion  of  dams  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  My  predecessor,  Mr.  W.  Milnor 
Eoberts,  recommended  permanent  dams.  1  fully  agreed  with  him  until 
I  learned  of  the  great  improvements  recently  made  in  France,  by  con- 
structing movable  dams.  The  change,  therefore,  from  permanent  to 
movable  dams  is  merely  a  step  in  advance. 

When  I  first  recommended  the  general  adoption  of  movable  dams,  no 
opposition  to  this  method  of  improvement  appeared.  Since  the  Goal 
Exchange  have  began  to  oppose  them,  I  have  limited  myself  to  recom- 
mending the  construction  of  one  dam  at  Davis  Island,  in  order  to  test  the 
applicability  of  the  system.  I  still  think  that  the  opponents  of  this 
dam  do  not  thoroughly  understand  either  its  construction  or  its  opera- 
tion in  practice,  and  that  when  it  is  built  their  opposition  will  cease. 

Should  experience,  the  only  safe  teacher,  show  that  this  dam  is  really 
an  injury  instead  of  a  benefit  to  commerce,  the  river  can  be  restored  to 
its  natural  condition  b.y  simply  removing  one  small  pier,  at  a  cost  of  less 
than  $1,000.  Everything  else  can  remain  as  it  is.  The  lock- wall  will 
be  a  great  advantage  in  guiding  fleets  into  the  narrow  pass  immediately 
below  the  dam  known  as  *^  Horsetail,''  which  is  only  300  feet  wide,  and 
through  which  all  fleets  must  now  pass  except  in  very  high  water. 
Nothing  connected  with  the  navigable  pass  need  be  removed  as,  if  it  be 
left  open,  no  boat  that  can  pass  over  the  bars  above  and  below  will  be 
able  to  strike  its  sill  or  its  wickets. 

It  is  very  easy  to  urge  theoretical  objections  to  movable  dams,  and 
to  suppose  extraordinary  accidents.  This  is  precisely  what  was  done 
in  France  before  the  movable  dams  were  built  on  the  Seine,  but  ex- 
perience soon  showed  that  the  difficulties  of  theory  did  not  occur  in 
practice,  and  now  there  are  no  stronger  advocates  of  these  dams  than 
those  who  boat  on  the  river.  The  reaction  is  so  great  that  boatmen 
absolutely  object  to  having  the  dam  down  at  all,  preferring  a  ^lack- water 
navigation  to  an  open  river  with  a  good  natural  depth. 

When  dams  were  first  built  on  the  Monongahela  there  was  a  similar 
outcry,  and  yet  these  dams  have  made  the  coal-trade  what  it  is,  and 
without  them  it  would  amount  to  but  a  fraction  of  its  present  propor- 
tions. 

I  would  therefore  sum  up  as  follows : 

1st.  There  is  no  practical  method  of  giving  a  constant  navigable  depth 
on  the  Ohio  except  by  dams. 

2d.  Movable  dams  are  better  than  permanent  ones,  as  they  leave  the 
river  open  when  there  is  naturally  a  sufficient  depth  for  navigation. 

3d.  The  applicability  of  movable  dams  to  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio 
Eiver  cannot  be  determined  until  one  is  tried  on  this  river. 

4th.  If  it  proves  a  failure  the  river  can  be  restored  to  its  natural  con- 
dition at  an  insignificant  cost,  and  this  contest  of  rival  interests  will  be 
definitely  ended. 

5th.  In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  to  be  benefited,  it  is  of 
great  public  utility  to  build  and  test  one  movable  dam  on  the  Oliio. 

Wm.  E.  Merrill, 
Major  Engineers^  Bvt  Colonel. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  foregoing  remarks  and  conclusions  of  Major 
Merrill. 

G.  Weitzel, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Bvt  Maj.  Oen.^  V.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  4.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  S,  A. 
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Average  stages  in  the  Ohio  River  at  Pittsburg ^  Pa.,  as  determined  by  22  years*  gauge  obser- 
vations. 


Below  3 
feet. 

Between  3 
and  6  feet 

Above  6 
feet. 

January *. 

Dayt. 
2.4 
0.9 
0.1 
0.1 
1.0 
6.7 
12.8 
14.5 
17.0 
15.4 
7.4 
2.1 

^/a4 

10.6 

5.4 

4.3 

13.0 

15.3 

13.2 

12.5 

8.0 

11.1 

lai 

1L8 

Dayt. 
1&2 

February 

16.5 

March 

25.5 

April 

25.6 

May 

17.0 

Jane 

8.0 

•Tuly 

n 

Aaf^nst 

September 

October .• 

&0 
4.5 

November 

9.5 

December 

17.1 

Total .• 

80.4 

128.7 

15Sk9 

Per  cent,  of  whole  year 

82 

35 

43 

Jverage  stages  in  the  Ohio  River  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va,,  as  determined  by  28  yeart^  gauge  obser- 
vations. 


Below  3 
feet. 


Between  3 
and  6  feet. 


Above  6 
feet. 


January 

February  

March 

April 

May 

June .■ 

July 

AUffUBt 

September 

October 

November , 

December 

Total , 

Per  cent,  of  whole  year. 


Dayt. 

ao 

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.3 
2.3 
6.8 
9.9 
12.9 
11.5 
2.8 
0.1 


46.6 


13 


Days.  > 
2.4 
3.4 
2.5 
2.3 
4.8 
15.0 
15.5 
15.7 
10.3 
11.9 
7.3 
6.1 


97.2 


Dayt. 
S&6 
24.6 
2a5 
27.7 
25.9 
12L7 

a7 

5.4 

6.6 

7,6 

19.0 

24.8 


221.  S 


60 


B. 


LRTTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS. 


Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  14,  1877. 

Sir:  Owing  to  an  impression  which  continues  to  be  manifested  that  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  River  by  locks  and  dams,  with  adjustable  chntea, 
is  not  admissible  when  applied  to  the  peculiar  navigation  of  that  river,  the  board  of 
engineer  officers  constitnted  by  Special  Onlers  No.  15,  Headquarters  Corps  of  Engineers, 
dated  February  14,  1877,  is  convened  with  the  view  of  taking  into  consideration  and 
replying  to  the  arguments  in  opposition  to  that  plan  embraced  in  a  memorial  addressed 
to  Congress,  December  23, 1875,  by  the  Coal  Exchange  and  the  steamboatmen's  Asso- 
ciation of  Pittsburg,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted  for  the  use  of  the  board. 

The.  board  is  desired  to  maturely  consider  each  objection  of  the  memorialista,  and 
submit  its  views  in  detail  upon  them  successively  as  they  appear  in  the  memorial  in 
question. 

It  is  Hiiggested,  and  the  Board  is  so  authorized,  that  observatfona  be  caused  to  be 
made,  when  deemed  necessary,  to  supply  any  information  that  may  be  desired  in  this 
investigation  and  not  re«idily  at  hand. 
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The  expenses  of  the  board  will  be  borne  by  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  River. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  Hnmphreys. 

Very  respeotfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Parke, 
Major  of  Engineers, 
Col.  Z.  B.  Tower, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


MEMORIAL  RELATIVE  TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER  NAVIGATION,  FROM  THE  PITTSBURGH  COAL 
EXCHANGE  AND  THE    STEAMBOATMEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 

Pittsburgh,  January  17,  1876. 

COMMANDING  LOCALITY  AND  INCREASING  USEFULNESS  OF  THE  OHIO. 

The  treatment  of  the  Ohio  River  in  such  a  way  that  the  greatest  benefits  may  be  de- 
rived from  its  navigation  is  a  subject  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  the  citizens  u^on 
its  borders,  but  to  the  whole  country.  Its  direction,  central  situation,  and  fluvial  con- 
nections, seem  to  indicate  that  by  a  judicious  regimen  it  may  be  made  an  essential 
part  in  a  great  eastern  and  western  transcontinental  line  of  cheap  transportation,  as 
well  as  the  most  useful  adjunct  of  that  wonderful  thoroughfare,  the  Mississippi,  whose  - 
waters  form  a  natural  medium  of  ready  intercourse  nearly  across  and  connecting  the 
zones  of  the  northern  hemisphere. 

CONCLUSIONS  OF  PRAOTICAL  EXPERIBNC1E  ON  THE  RIVER. 

Tour  memorialists,  with  the  keen  observation  inspired  b^  deep  personal  interest, 
through  a  series  of  many  years,  have  investigated  all  the  various  schemes  for  the  river 
improvement  that  have  beensuggested  by  the  best  authorities  in  engineering;  they  have 
noted  experience  elsewhere;  and  they  have  carefully  dra^^n  the  fairest  conclusions  from 
these  sources,  as  well  as  from  practical  observations  growing  out  of  their  own  business 
as  trans|)orters.  The  results  reached  by  this  guarded  process  are  fully  set  forth  in  the 
annexed  report  on  the  Ohio  River  navigation,  prepared  with  great  care  and  solicitude 
by  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  citizens  long  and  largely  interested  in  busiu&ss 
upon  the  navigation.  This  report  the  undersigned  respectfully  present,  and  ask  that 
It  may  be  taken  as  a  part  of. this  their  memorial. 

WATER  CHEAPER  THAN  RAILROAD  TRANSPORTATION. 

All  the  maxims  of  sound  political  economy  cherish  the  river  interests  and  -  are  op- 
posed to  any  adverse  system  or  policy.  The  recent  experiences  and  demonstraiiois 
upon  these  subjects,  the  ascertaining  of  the  full  valne  and  mission  of  railroads,  and 
the  incontestable  proofs  that  have  been  given  that  carriage  on  navigable  waters,  when 
nnobsTTUct*^  and  not  interfered  with  by  nnwise  meddling,  is  and  must  ever  remain 
far  cheaper  than  by  rail,  remove  all  doubt  as  to  its  being  the  duty  of  the  Go^^ernment 
to  shield  from  encroachment  all  the  existing  water-lines  of  traffic  ;  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions that  have  been  unguardedly  placed  in  them  ;  to- improve  them  on  a  dincreet  plan, 
certain  to  assist  their  nsefnlness,  so  as,  in  the  aggregate,  to  cheapen  and  facilitate  in- 
tercourse throughout  the  various  sections  of  the  continent. 

COMMERCIAL  EXCHANGES — LOW  CHARGES  OF  THE  UTMOST  CONSEQUENCE. 

To  improve  the  commnnications  between  the  producer  and  the  consumer,  in  order 
that  the  carrier  from  one  to  the  other  shall  levy  for  his  work  the  least  poHsible  por- 
tion of  the  value  he  transports,  is  one  of  the  most  momentous  of  the  dasiderata  of 
modern  times. 

In  the  accomplishment  of  this  on  a  navigation  like  that  of  the  Ohio  River  everything 
that  causes  obstructions,  delays,  losses,  should  be  sedulously  avoided,  as  they  increase 
the  transit  charges  and  raise  the  price  of  those  indispensable  necessaries  of  life  whose 
cost  is  principally  made  up  of  transportation.  For,  by  any  means  whatsoever,  to  inter- 
fere with  or  obstruct  these  commercial  highways,  so  as  to  prevent  cheap  transportation 
of  the  means  of  comfort  and  the  element-s  of  prosperity,  whether  consJHting  of  C(>a1  or 
iron-ore,  or  breadstuff's  and  provisions,  or  the  fabrics  of  our  shops  and  manufactories, 
is  contrary  to  individual  and  pu'blic  welfare.  As  a  general  principle,  to  cheapness 
shonld  be  added  safety  in  the  Government  dealing,  and  by  these  means  will  be  secured 
the  twofold  object  sought  for — cheapness  and  safety — and  the  accomplishment  of  all 
that  can  be  done  to  assist  this,  one  of  the  most  munificent  of  nature's  highways. 


highways. 
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FRENCH  SYSTEM  OF  IMPROVEMENT  NOT  ADAPTED  TO  THE  OHIO. 

Of  all  the  plans  for  ImproviDg  the  Ohio,  no  one  has  been  entertained  with  as  mooh 
approbation,  in  any  quarter,  as  that  by  locks  and  dams,  with  adjustable  chutes,  now  In 
U8«  on  some  of  the  rivers  of  France.  This  has  been  recommended  by  Colonel  Merrill; 
United  States  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Ohio  River  improvement,  and  has  the  weight 
of  his  opinion,  and  that  of  some  others  equally  eminent  in  the  profession,  in  its  favor. 
Your  memorialists  have  not  been  able,  after  the  most  diligent  research,  to  take  the 
same  view,  nor  to  regard  it  as  admissible  when  applied  to  the  peculiar  navigation  and 
constituents  of  freight  upon  the  Ohio.  Their  reasons  for  its  rejection  are  contained  in 
tlie  annexed  report. 

EXPERIMENTAL  DAM  NOT  NECESSARY. 

An  experimental  dam  to  test  its  merits  is  recommended  to  be  placed  in  the  Ohio, 
sufficiently  near  Pittsburgh  to  increase  the  nat'uTftl  height  of  the  water  in  the  harbor 
SIX  feet.  Their  objections  to  this  structure  are  also  tD  the  report.  Though  such  an  in- 
crease in  the  water-level  receives  considerable  suppoi^  from  the  citizens  here,  your 
memorialists  know  of  none  who  are  interested  in  the  navigation  who  are  not  decidedly 
opppsed  to  the  dam.  Were  it  even  a  local  benefit^  if  it  ibtierfere  with  a  general  in- 
terest, economical  wisdom  would  forbid  its  construction.  ~^. 

EXPBRIEKCB  IN  FRANCE  INAPPLICABLE. 

But  experience  in  France,  where  the  streams  are  comparatively  soifliminutive  and 
the  character  of  the  commodities  transported  so  different,  render  8uch\?recedent8  of 
more  than  doubtful  authority.  It  is  well  to  call  to  mind  that  the  whcU^  empire  of 
France,  before  Alsace  and  Loriuiue  were  detached,  contained  an  area  of  biS(  two  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  square  miles,  and  that  the  Ohio  drains  an  area  of  t\^  hundred 
and  fourteen  thousand,  bound  up  with  the  mighty  Father  of  Waters  with  an\addition 
of  more  than  a  million  and  a  half. 

FRENCH  DAMS  TO  BE  BRECl'ED  IN  THE  KANAWHA. 

But  if  experimental  dams  are  required  to  settle  the  question  whether  the  fVench 
plan  of  improving  the  Ohio  bIuiU  be  adopted,  we  learn  from  Colonel  Merrill  that  (9^^' 
noiue  damH  are  soon  to  be  constructed  on  the  Kanawha.  These  will  afford  the  reqwii'^d 
test  of  the  adaptability  of  the  French  syateui,  without  incurring  the  charge  and  uisk- 
ing  the  apprehended  consequences  of  the  proposed  experimental  structure  near  Pitts- 
burgh. 

TRUE  IMPROVEMENT,  WITHOUT  RISE,  RECOMMENDED. 

For  the  iniprovement  of  the  navigation  most  certain  to  be  advantageous,  and  pi 
tively  not  injurious  by  any  possible  consequences,  a  simple  plan  is  sketched  in  t{ 
accompanying  report,  of  minimum  cost,  and  benefiting  every  class  of  transporter 
from  those  wno  reduce  the  expense  of  carriage  below  all  others  by  barge-fleets  to  th 
navigators  in  single  freight  and  passenger  steamers.    Your  memorialists  refer  to  thi^ 
confident  that  its  title  to  support  will  arrest  the  attention  of  unprejudiced  inquirers. 

BRIDGES  THAT  INTERFERE  WITH  THE  NAVIGATION. 

The  injurious  effects  of  the  bridges  spanning  the  Ohio,  in  consequence  of  their  nar- 
row  water-ways,  are  also  exhibited  in  a  proper  light,  and  demand  the  attention  of  the 
high  authorities  in  whose  hands  the  remedy  for  grievances  is  placed.  This  whole  sub- 
ject is  discussed  without  favor  or  passion,  the  requirements  of  the  navigation  are  fairly 
stated,  and  the  protection  neoessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  river-commerce  dihtiuctly 
urged.  Among  the  serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  navigation  created  by  the 
do&ctive  construction  of  bridges,  there  are  two  that  are  especially  injurious,  demand- 
ing the  immediate  interposition  of  Congress.  These  are  the  railroad-bridge  at  Steu- 
ben ville,  and  the  wire  bridge  across  the  Mouongahela  in  the  Pittsburgh  harbor.  Par- 
ticular attention  is  called  to  both,  which  have  too  long  been  permitted  to  obstruct  the 
commerce  of  the  Ohio  and  inflict  annual  losses  upon  those  engaged  in  carrying  it  on. 

RELIEF  JUSTLY  DUB  TO  CERTAIN  CITIZENS. 

Add  to  these  several  matters  the  justice  and  propriety  of  re-imbursing  the  respective 
sums  advanced  by  the  transporters  of  Pittsburgh  in  1B59  to  prevent  the  construction 
of  the  Parkersburg  bridge  on  a  plan  that  would  have  effectually  stopped  the  naviga- 
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APPENDIX   T.  647 

tion  of  the  river  at  that  poiat,  and  your  memorialists  commit  the  several  siihjects 
embraced  herein  to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  your  honorable  body,  trusting  that 
the  great  trausportatiou-interest  in  question  will  not  be  tampered  with  by  mistaken 
legislation,  or  suffered  to  decline  by  indifference.  Its  inherent  importance  to  all  sec- 
tions and  to  all  classes  having  become  universally  apparent,  it  cannot  but  receive  the 
guarding  care  due  to  it  from  the  Government.  Your  memorialists,  therefore,  respect- 
fully, but  earnestly,  pray  for  that  remedial  legislation  which  the  nature  of  the  requests 
and  grievances  herein  set  forth  entitle  them  to  ask  of  a  just  and  fair-dealing  Govern- 
ment.   And  they  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Joseph  Walton, 
Pregident  Piiishurgh  Coal  Exchange, 

N.  J.   BiGLBY, 

President  Pittsburgh  SteaniboatmeiCs  Association. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senatr  and  House  of  RbpkesbntataVbs 

OF  lUE  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled. 


report  on  the  OHIO  RIVER  NAVIGATION  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  APPOINTED  ON  tHAT 
SUBJECT  AT  THE  JOINT  MEETING  OF  THE  COAL  EXCHANGE  AND  THE  STEAMBOAT- 
MEN 'S  ASSOCIATION,  HELD  FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  10,   1875. 

Pittsburgh,  Deoemher  23,  1875. 

The  central  sitnation  of  the  Ohio  Valley,  its  great  extent,  nn equaled  productiveness, 
agricultural  and  mineral,  with  its  noble  system  of  navigable  rivers,  have  occasioned 
its  rapid  settlement  and  marvelous  social  and  material  progress.  Its  increase  in 
wealth  and  population  is  without  a  parallel.  Great  cities,  large  manufactories,  com- 
fortable hoii.eH,  and  an  annual  commerce  of  many  hundred  millions,  attest  a  prevail- 
ing prosperity  scarcely  to  be  found  elsewhere. 

It  is  not  a  century  since  this  broad  area,  now  occupied  by  millions  of  inhabitants 
blessed  with  all  thn  elements  of  thrift,  was  clothed  with  the  primitive  forest,  whose 
soliiudes  were  only  disturbed  by  the  wandering  savage.  The  lines  which  marked  the 
course  of  civilized*  men  in  taking  possession  and  occupying  this  fair  part  of  creation  ' 
were  drawn  by  the  navigable  streams,  which  in  their  natural  state  o^red  to  all  men 
the  essential  benefits  of  free  personal  transit,  untaxed  commerce,  and  easy  exchanges 
of  commodities.  It  is  by  the  same  influence  that  most  of  the  large  towns,  not  onl^  in 
this  valley,  but  elsewhere,  are  situated  upon  the  margin  of  navigable  waters,  where 
they  may  possess  the  invaluable  advantages  of  cheap  transportation. 

INTRODUCTION  OF  RAILROADS. 

Hince  the  introduction  of  railroads,  which  dates  back  but  a  few  years,  the  question 
has  been  raised  whether  they  were  not  destined  to  entirely  supersede  internal  naviga- 
tion. This  has  been  determined  by  experience,  which  has  proven  beyond  controversy 
that  trauKportation  by  water  is,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  is  destined  to  continue, 
cheaper  than  by  any  other  conceivable  means  where  not  obstructed  by  locks,  dams, 
bridges,  or  any  other  artificial  structures  impeding;  the  navigation  and  increasing  the 
cost  of  transportation.    A  single  example  puts  this  in  an  unquestionable  light. 

TOW-BOAT  AND  BARGE  SYSTEM  OF  TRANSPORTATION. 

By  the  tow-boat  and  barge  system,  of  such  recent  origin,  which  has  matured  to  its 
present  gigantic  dimensions  andur  the  foMt-ering  hands  of  the  Ohio  K.ver  transporters, 
coal  is  carried  from  Pittsburgh  to  New  Orleans,  two  thousand  miles,  tor  eighty  ceotb 
per  ton;  less  ihan  half  of  one  mill  p^r  mile,  and  le-^s  than  one-twentieth  the  railroad 
charges  for  the  same  service.  By  the  same  system  a  reduction  ha<*  bt-en  made  from 
seventy-five  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred  on  ordinary  freight  between  Pitts- 
burgh and  Saint  Louis  and  New  Orleans. 

the  sphere  of  THE  RAILROADS. 

Railroads,  nevertheless,  have  a  wide  sphere  of  usefulness.  Their  trains  move  with 
celerity,  they  save  time  in  the  transit  of  persons  and  property,  and  ht-nce  they  carry 
the  more  precious  freights  and  monopolize  personal  travel.  Their  excellence  in  these 
departments  of  business  has  so  diminished  the  demand  for  single  passenger  and  freight 
steamers,  that  but  few,  indeed,  of  that  description  of  boats  now  ajtpear  in  our  harbor, 
where  formerly  the  shores  were  lined  with  them. 
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648         EEPQRT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

CHEAP  TRANSPORTATION— ITS  IMPORTANCE. 

It  is  thus  that  the  natural  operatioQ;i  of  commerce,  the  general  demands  of  trade  and 
intercourse,  and  improvements  in  the  methods  of  transportation  have  settled  the 
question  as  to  the  hest  means  of  deriving  the  greatest  benefits  from  the  generous  river 
that  has  contributed  so  materially  to  the  settlement  and  growth,  not  only  of  the  Ohio 
basin,  but  of  the  entire  vast  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  The  lowest-price'l  intercoarse 
and  tlie  cheapest  circulation  of  commodities  constitate  one  of  the  all -import  ant  eco- 
nomical acbievemeot-s  sought  to  be  accomplished  in  the  present  day.  The  attention  of 
the  whole  civilized  world  is  drawn  to  the  subject^  and  our  own  wisest  practical  states- 
men are  giving  it  their  earnest  consideration. 

COMBINING  TONNAGE  IN  FLEETS. 

In  our  river  system  of  combining  large  fleets,  moved  and  guided  by  single  steamers, 
an  unexampled  advance  has  been  made  in  this  direction,  and  the  successful  demonstra- 
tions presented  by  them  have  proven  conclusively  that  this  system  of  transportation 
is  the  cheapest,  and  is  the  true  one,  far  belter  than  any  other,  to  utilize  the  Ohio  nav- 
igation. 

CHEAPEST  TRANSPORTATION  IN  TEUE  WORLD. 

Having  thus  by  a  gradual  progress  from  single  steamers  and  unwieldy  floating  arks> 
whose  freights  were  always  necessarily  high-priced,  reached,  through  diligent  perse' 
verance  and  large  expenditures,  the  present  perfected  system  by  which  the  cheape.s^ 
trausport«itiou  in  the  world  is  performed,  it  behooves  the  transporters  to  watch  its  in- 
terests and  protect  it  against  invasions  and  encroachments,  as  well  as  against  tamper- 
ing experiments,  however  well  meant.  The  experience  of  the  transporters  assures 
them  of  the  true  requirements  of  the  navigation,  and  of  the  necessity  of  holding  intact 
all  the  advantages  they  now  possess. 

GREAT  THROUGH-LINES  AND  WAY-LINES. 

As  the  barge-fleets  convoyed  by  tow-boats  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  constitute 
the  great  through-lines  upon  the  navigation,  all  attempted  improvements  of  the  Ohio 
should  be  so  contrived  as  t«  increase  their  safety  and  expedite  their  voyages.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  true  policy  in  the  management  of  our  attetmpted  river  improvements, 
and  no.  hing  of  a  diiferent  character  should  be  perqaitted  to  be  done  in  behalf  of  single 
freight  aud  passenger  steamboats,  because  from  railroad  competition  their  occupation 
in  this  quarter  seems  to  be  nearly  gone,  their  business  dwindled  to  comparative  insig- 
nificance, and  their  numbers  diminished  to  a  small  fraction  of  their  former  multitude. 
This  decadency  leaves  their  future  no  better  promise  than  the  way-busint^s  l>etween 
the  towns  and  villages  along  the  river  shores,  and  the  navigation  of  the  streams  flow- 
ing into  the  Ohio. 

NEW  PLAN  FOR  THE  RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

Many  plans  for  improving  the  Ohio  navigation  have  been  proposed,  but  none  of  suf- 
ficient consequence  to  justify  serious  notice  except  the  one  to  consist  of  a  series  of  locks 
and  dams  with  adjustable  or  movable  chutes,  to  which  Colonel  Merrill,  the  United 
States  engineer  in  charge,  has  called  attention  and  recommended  as  deserving  an  ex- 
perimental dam,  with  lock  and  chute,  to  test  its  practical  operation  and  ascertain 
whether  it  is  worthy  of  adoption.  The  commissioners  appointed  on  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio,  by  several  States  bordering  the  river,  have  also  recommended  it  to  the  same 
extent,  and  Congress  last  winter  appropriated  9100,000  for  commencing  the  structure, 
to  finihh  which  is  estimated  to  cost  some  $600,000  more.  It  is  intended  that  it  shall  be 
built  sufficiently  near  Pitt'Sburgh  to  raise  the  water  6  feet  in  the  harbor,  and  to  hold  it 
at  that  additional  height  at  all  times,  bnt  especially  in  dry  seasons  when  the  river  is 
low.  This  plan  would  require,  according  to  the  calculation  of  Colonel  Merrill,  forty- 
six  similar  dams'and  adjuncts,  between  Pittsburgh  and  Cincinnati,  together  with  fifty- 
two  to  Louisville,  and  sixty-eight  to  Cairo  to  complete  the  entire  Ohio  navigation. 

THE  NEW  PLAN  CONSIDERED  AND  REJECTED. 

This  scheme  of  so-called  improvement,  coming  from  such  a  respectable  quarter  and 
partially  adopted  by  Congress,  has  naturally  attracted  much  attention  and  employed 
the  anxious  thonghts  of  all  interested  in  the  river-transportation  business.  The  un- 
dersigned have  canvassed  it  with  studious  care,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  arrive 
at  impartial  and  just  conclusions.  After  thus  examining  and  weighing  the  subject, 
they  are  constrained,  with  all  due  respect  and  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Colonel 
Merrill  and  the  corresponding  one  of  the  States' coiii mission,  to  express  their  unquali- 
fied dissent  from  the  same,  and  their  undoubting  belief  that  this  plan,  if  carried  out, 
would  utterly  ruin  and  annihilate  the  entire  towing  system  now  working  so  benefi- 
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ceutly  apoD  the  Ohio.  They  ar6  led  to  tbiR  adverse  ooDclasion  by  varioas  experiences 
aud  observatious  erowiug  oat  of  their  business  as  transporters.  Some  of  these  they 
respectfully  submit. 

MONONOAHELA  NAVIGATION. 

1.  There  are  but  4  lucks  and  dams  on  the  Monoogabela  which  the  Ohio  transporters 
have  occasion  to  use;  it  costs  1  cent  a  bushel  to  pass  coal  through  these,  including 
lockage,  which  constitutes  one-third  thereof,  which  sum,  be  it  remembered,  is  for  pass- 
ing 60  mi1«*s  only  from  Brownsville  down  to  this  city,  while  it  costs  no  more  to  trans- 
port coal  from  Pittsburgh  to  Louisville,  a  distance  of  600  miles,  by  the  present  towing 
system,  uotwithHtandiug  the  river  between  the  two  latter  points  is  already  obstructed 
by  bridges,  to  a  very  serious  extent,  increasing  the  cost  of  transportation  as  well  as 
the  dangers  of  navigation.  At  the  same  rate  it  would  cost  10^  cents  to  pass  46  dams 
to  Cincinnari;  and  to  get  through  these,  and  the  6  additional  proposed  dams  between 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  making  52  locks  in  all,  the  cost  would  be  12^  cents  per 
bushel,  or  $3.1^  per  ton.  It  is  scarcely  neces>ary  to  add  that  the  river  commerce  could 
not  exist  under  such  a  heavy  imposition. 

CHARGES  TOO  HIGH  TO  COMPETE  WITH  RAILROADS. 

2.  The  railroads  on  the  banks  of  the  Monongahela,  as  far  as  they  extend,  carry 
cheaper  than  the  boats  which  ply  the  navigation,  owing  to  the  heavy  charges  of  the 
Jatter.  If  these  charges  are  necessary,  they  are  a  striking  commentary  against  slack- 
water  improvements :  if  they  are  not  necessary,  they  should  in  strict  justice  and  sound 
policy  be  reduced.  But  wh  assume  them  to  be  correct  and  as  low  as  can  be  afforded, 
on  account  of  the  character  and  consequence  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  that  im- 
rpovement. 

ITS  LIABILITY  TO  ACCIDENTS. 

3.  It  is  further  worthy  of  note  that  scarcely  a  year  passes  without  one  or  more  of 
these  dams  getting  out  of  order  so  as  to  hinder  the  navigation  longer  or  shorter  peri- 
ods. Apply  this  fact  to  the  entire  line  to  Cairo,  to  contain  sixty-eight  locks  and  dams, 
with  complicated  chutes,  and  how  irresistible  is  the  inference  adverse  to  them. 

EFFECTS  OF  THE  LOCK  AT  LOUISVILLE. 

4.  The  lock  at  Louisville  affords  another  illustrative  example.  When  the  tows  ar- 
rive there  they  have  to  await  their  torn,  and  it  takes  from  one  to  two  hours  to  make 
a  single  lockage  of  three  boats,  contnining  2,000  tons  of  freight,  or  60,000  bushels  of 
coal.  At  a  time  of  high  water,  usually  very  brief,  when  large  shipments  are  made, 
there  may  be  50  tow-boats,  with  500  barges  and  boats  in  tow  at  a  time,  crowding  on 
with  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  tons  of  freight,  compelling  an  average  delay  to 
the  tows  in  consequence  of  this  lock  of  from  one  to  hve  days.  During  delays  the  heavy 
expenses  of  the  entire  fleet  are  going  on,  and  it  is  thus  that  the  loss  of  time  occasions 
a  large  part  of  the  expense  of  transportation.  With  the  same  conditions  as  at  Louis- 
ville now,  at  52  different  dams  between  Pittsburgh  aud  that  city,  the  commerce  now 
carried  on  by  tow-bont  fleets  would  be  ruinously  impeded,  if  not  entirely  blockaded. 

PURCHASED  BY  GOVERNMENT  AND  TOLLS  REDUCED. 

This  lock,  let  it  be  remembered,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Government  and  is 
worked  by  its  agents.  A  toll  of  eight  cents  a  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  every  passing 
craft,  with  an  additioLal  two  cents  upon  steamers  and  model  barges,  is  charged  to  keep 
the  work  in  repair  and  pay  the  current  expenses.  Fivecentsa  ton  was  the  first  charge 
when  the  Government  took  possession,  but  bein^  found  inadequate  to  meet  current 
expenses  and  repairs  the  present  rates  were  established,  which  cost  each  tow-boat,  with 
her  tow,  from  $600  to  ^0  a  single  passage.  Twenty-four  men,  besides  four  or  five  me- 
chanics, are  required  to  manage  the  lock.  Is  it  probable  that  the  proposed  new  locks, 
chutes,  and  dams  can  be  operated  with  fewer  men  or  at  a  less  expense  T  or  that  an  equal 
charge  will  not  be  necessary  at  each  dam  f  for  the  whole  force  will  have  to  be  con- 
stantly on  hand  and  under  pay  whether  the  chutes  are  up  or  not.  But.  suppose  the 
necessary  charge  to  be  but  one-half,  or  five  cents  per  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  all  pass- 
ing craft,  the  passage  at  this  rate  through  sixty -eight  locks  would  tux  the  towing 
system  of  navigation  upon  the  Ohio  out  of  existence. 

MULTIPLICATION  OF  TOLLS. 

A  charge  of  eight  cents  per  ton  on  the  tonnage  of  descending  or  returning  tows, 
though  collected  bnt  one  way,  through  52  locks,  would  amount  to  $4.16  per  ton  to 
Louisville,  or$:i68  per  ton  for  46  locks  to  Cincinnati,  making  18  cents  per  hundred  to 
Cincinnati,  or  about  20  cents  to  Louisville — this,  too,  on  all  ordinary  merchandise  and 
freights,  for  lockage  alone  amounts  to  nearly  double  the  entire  freight-charges  made 
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locks. 

Put  both  these  expenses  together  and  they  would  constitrite  a  harden  that  woald 
sink  the  whole  river-transportation  basiness. 

REMARKS  ON  THE  MOVABLE  CHUTKS. 

5.  It  is  nrged  by  some  inexpert  observers  that  in  high  water  the  chates  will  be 
lowered  and  the  tows  will  pass  without  hinderance,  thas  insuring  a  cheap  and  unob- 
structed navigation.  This  might  occur,  more  or  less,  in  the  downward  passage.  But 
most  of  the  difficulties  and  delays  which  embarrass  the  passage  at  Louisville  would 
have  to  be  euoonntered  by  the  roturoing  fleets,  with  or  without  freight,  owing  to  the 
short  duration  of  the  Ohio  floods.  Buc  even  if  the  water  remained  high,  the  upward- 
bound  tow<boatB,  with  their  numerous  attachm(>nts,  could inot  stem  the  rushing  current 
through  the  chutes.  This  supposed  high-water  condition,  however,  would  be  of  rare 
occurrence  to  the  returning  fleets;  usually  they  would  find  the  chutes  raised  and  the 
locks  their  only  method  oi  passing  the  dams,  and  a  most  tardy  one  it  would  be  when 
from  five  hundred  to  one  thousaud  boats  and  barges  were  on  their  return  voyages, 
using  the  lock  at  every  dam. 

UNDENIABLE  FACTtS  AND  INFERENCES. 

It  is  a  fact,  proven  over  and  over  again  by  experience,  that  tow-boats  with  their 
barges,  coming  up  the  river,  find  great  difficulty  ii^  passing  the  existing  bridges 
erected  over  the  Ohio,  by  reason  of  the  accelerated  current  occasioned  by  the  abut- 
ments and  piers  oqcnpying  a  portion  of  the  water-room  belonging  to  the  normal  current. 
How  much  greater,  therefore,  must  be  the  difficulty  of  the  passage  of  the  series  of  pro- 
posed adjustable  chutes  or  dams  with  the  river  clogged,  as  it  must  be,  by  their  but- 
tresses, piei-s,  locks,  and  wicker-works  t 

LIABILITY  OF  LOCKS  TO  GET  OUT  OF  ORDER. 

And,  then,  there  is  not  the  remotest  probability  that  all  these  locks  would  be  in  order 

at  the  same  time.    Indeed,  the  probabilities  are  that  there  would  be  no  single  moment 

when  all  of  them  would  be  ready  for  use,  and  when  serious  detentions  would  not 

.  arrest  every  passing  craft.    To  substantiate  this,  we  quote  from  General  WeitzePs  late 

annual  report  upon  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  at  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  River : 

"surplus  fund. 

"  Under  this  head  Captain  Mackenzie  says  the  following : 

"  *  Accidents  to  gates  and  machinery  are  liable  to  occur  at  any  time,  and  to  provide 
for  c^uch  a  contingency,  as  well  as  put  the  boats,  &o.,  in  order  and  make  repairs,  a 
surplus  fund  of  $50,000  is  required.' 

**  I  desire  to  add  to  this  suggestion  that  it  is  one  of  the  first  importance.  If  at  any 
time  a  gate  would  give  way,  or  the  steamer  or  either  of  the  dredges  should  give  way,  the 
canal  would  either  immediately  or  in  a  few  days  l>ecome  prnctically  useless,  and  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  western  rivers  woald  be  paralyzed.  It  would  be  such  a  terri- 
bly serious  afiair  that  all  chance  of  it  occurring  should  be  guarded  against.'' 
-  Dangers  of  destructive  accidents,  which  this  experienced  engineer  regards  as  immi- 
nent and  ever  liable  to  happen  to  a  single  lock,  are  to  be  multiplied  by  sixty-eight,  in 
case  the  proposed  river-improvement  were  carried  through  to  Cairo,  and  wouln  require 
a  proportionate  surplus  fund  of  over  |3,000,000  always  on  hand  for  probatde  emergen- 
cies. Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  that  this  required  surplus  fund  is  called  for  out  of 
the  public  Treasury  and  in  addition  to  the  tolls. 

dangers,  accidents,  and  LOSSES  OCCASIONED  BY  BRIDGES,  AND  CERTAIN  TO  ATTEND 
CHANOINE  DAMS  IN  THE  OHIO. 

6.  The  ninning  of  the  existing  bridges  across  the  Ohio  is  very  analogous  to  what  the 
running  of  the  contemplated  chutes  ^ould  be.  All  these  structures  have  to  be  passed 
by  daylight  owing  to  the  lack  of  passage-space  under  them,  and  notwithstanding  the 
utmost  vigilance,  a  season  rarely  goes  round  without  disasters  by  wrecks  against  the  piers 
of  some  of  them.  The  railroad-bridge  at  Cincinnati,  though  it  has  a  channel-span  of 
400  feet,  has  occasioned  some  heavy  losses,  whilst  all  the  others  have  been  more  or  less 
disastrous  to  the  river-commerce.  In  the  downward  passage,  (were  the  dams  built,) 
when  it  is  presumed  the  chutes  would  be  depressed,  the  elevu  ed  objects  to  define  their 
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locality  wonid  hs  less  oonspicnous  than  those  that  indicate  the  sitaation  of  the  bridge 
water-wayH,  and  conseqaently  the  chutes  wonld  be  more  difficalt  to  rnu  than  the  bridges, 
the  width  of  th-  passage-way  being  about  the  same,  from  the  increased  velocity  of  the  cur- 
rent by  reaHon  of  the  necessary  contraction  of  the  river  by  the  construction  of  locks, 
piers,  and  abutments.  From  the  most  accurate  observations  that  have  been  made,  it 
is  ascertained  that  the  losses  of  loaded  craft  average  two  to  each  tow-boat  every  year, 
of  an  average  value  of  at  least  $2,000  each,  and  these  are  mainly  occasioned,  directly  or 
indirectly,  by  bridges,  they  being  all  serious  obstructions,  endangering  the  navigation 
and  entailing  these  large  losses  upon  the  river  business.  The  bridge  at  Stenhenville  is 
the  worst  and  most  damaging,  it«  effects  being  felt  in  making  np  tows  by  the  hurry  it 
necessitates  and  the  struggle  required  to  pass  it  by  daylight.  Neither  could  adjustable 
chutes  be  ruu  save  b3'  clear  daylight,  even  in  high  water.  Were  fifty -two  of  these 
erected  between  this  city  and  Louisville,  the  descent  of  the  tows  would  be  compulsory 
daylight  voyages  exclusively ,  and  these  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  fogs  and  mists,  or  by 
anything  else  that  dims  and  darkens  the  atmosphere. 

PROPOSED  K^PERIMBMTAL  DAM. 

7.  The  proposed  experimental  dam,  before  referred  to,  has  been  regarded  favorably 
by  many  of  our  citizens,  under  the  impression  that  the  deepened  water,  by  facilitating 
the  removal  of  ponderous  articles  from  place  to  place  about  the  harbor,  would  do  away 
with  the  more  costly  land-carriage  on  wagons,  carts,  and  drays  now  in  vogue.  This, 
however,  would  be  but  a  secondary  result,  should  the  test  prove  satisfactory.  To  as- 
certain whether  the  test,  will  so  prove,  if  the  sole  object  of  the  Government.  The  sub- 
ject is  an  important  one,  and  the  large  interest  of  the  transporters,  representing  a  cap- 
ital of  more  than  $20,000,000  invested  in  the  transportation  business  upon  the  Ohio,  has 
naturally  induced  the  closest  scrutiny  on  their  part  into  all  its  bearings.  A  dam  to 
subserve  such  a  purpose,  with  the  attachments  of  lock  and  adjustable  or  movable 
ehute,  must,  altogether,  compose  an  extensive,  complicated  structure,  difficult  to  han- 
dle, and  ever  liable  to  get  out  of  repair.  The  raising  and  lowering  of  the  chute,  pass- 
ing boats  through  the  locks,  and  suddenly  drawing  off  the  pool  by  breakage  or  for  re- 
pairs, would  necessarily  occasion  frequent  fluctuations  of  the  water-level  in  the  harbor, 
vary  and  change  the  shore-lines,  so  as  to  render  moorings  along  the  shore  unsafe,  if  not 
utterly  untenable. 

If  the  water  were  retained  during  a  cold  winter,  earlier  freezing  and  later  thawing 
in  the  motion  less  pool  would,  to  more  or  less  extent,  hinder  business  and  consume  time 
at  the  close  and  opening  of  the  season  ;  and,  further,  the  formation  of  thick  ice  would 
compose  an  almost  irresistible  element  of  destruction  when  joined  by  the  massive 
broken  gorges  from  the  Allegheny  and  precipitated  against  the  dam  with  the  irresisti- 
ble momentum  of  a  spring  freshet.  In  such  an  event  the  sudden  clearing.out  of  the 
ice  in  the  harbor  would  be  likely  to  sweep  away  much  of  the  water-craft,  and  do  other 
serious  damage. 

OTHER  PROBABLE  CONSEQUENCES  OF  SUCH  A  DAM. 

During  low- water,  at  any  season,  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  an  ad- 
justible  chute  sufficiently  tight  to  keep  the  pool  at  its  proper  level.  This  would  be  an 
e6))ecia1  difficulty  in  dry  summers  and  falls,  and  when  the  demand  for  water  for  lock- 
age is  tnkeit  into  account,  it  may  be  in  controvert!  bly  pronounced  utterly  impractica- 
ble. But  admit  it  to  be  otherwise,  and  that  the  dam,  lock,  and  chute  could  oe  made 
perfectly  ti^ht,  so  as  to  hold  the  water  in  the  harbor  six  feet  higher  than  its  natural 
level,  would  it  not  in  very  dry  seasons,  when  the  volume  of  water  from  above  is  insuf- 
ficient to  produce  a  purifying  flow,  become  a  foul,  stagnant  pool,  poisoned  by  the  city 
drainage  and  the  nauseous  discharges  from  innumerable  oil-refineries,  diffusing  sickly 
and  fatal  influences,  and  generating  pestilent  insects  and  noisome  odors  t 

OTHER  DANGERS  TO  BE  APPREHENDED  FROM  IT. 

Again,  suppose  such  a  dam  with  its  complex  accessories  were  erected,  and  were,  from 
any  cause,  to  get  out  of  order  in  any  of  its  parts,  when  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
immense  tonnage  of  Pittsburgh  were  quietly  moored  or  riding  at  anchor  in  the  harbor, 
some  loaded  for  the  downward  voyage  and  some  waiting  for  freight ;  and  then,  at  such 
a  moment,  bj'  an  unavoidable  necessity,  a  giving  way  in  some  part  of  the  structure,  a 
derangement  in  the  operation  of  the  chute  or  lock,  the  water  raised  by  th*^  dam  were 
to  be  suddenly  drawn  off.  As  no  time  would  be  left  to  seek  security  or  to  change  posi- 
tion, what  would  inevitably  happen  f  Would  not  a  large  portion  of  this  valuable  craft — 
steamers,  bargt-s,  and  boats — be  stranded  high  and  dry,  resting  upon  an  uneven  bottom, 
and  rendered  entirely  worthless  f  This  is  no  improbable  suppoHition,  for  all  slack- 
water  dams  are  liable  to  frequent  mishaps,  and  to  conditions  rendering  the  drainage 
of  their  pools  necessary.  How  much  more  liable  to  such  disastrous  mischances  must  a 
dam  be  when  a  comparatively  frail  and  intricate  chute  constitutes  that  part  of  it 
where  the  most  resisting  strength  is  required  ? 
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652         REPORT  OP  THE  CHIEF  OP  ENGINEERS. 

OTHER  ORTECTIONS  TO  IT. 

Among  the  other  nnmerous  objections  to  this  projected  dam  is  the  obstacle  it  woald 
constitute  in  the  way  of  returning  tows,  which  do  not  usually  come  back  until  the 
river  has  subsided  below  the  running  level  for  heavily-laden  boats.  Then  the  chute 
would  be  raised  and  ihe  lock  would  be  the  only  passage-way  left.  Taking  the  Louis- 
ville lock  as  an  example  of  the  time  necessarily  cunsumed  in  locking  through  the  fiver 
oraft,  what  would  be  thb  effect  of  such  a  situation  upon  the  returning  fleets,  consisting 
of  a  thousand  boats  and  barges,  (not  an  unlikely  event,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
tonnage  of  Pittf'burgh  nlimbers  more  than  three  thousand  snch.)  The  whole  mooring 
shores  to  Beaver  would  scarcely  give  too  much  room  for  them  to  wait  their  turns. 
TheUj  when  would  they  ever  get  back,  were  all  the  sixty-eight  dams  erected  f 

THE  DAM  REGARDED  AS  UNWORTHY  OP  A  TEST. 

The  truth  is,  that  on  a  careful  review  of  this  scheme,  we  cannot  but  reject  it,  nor  do 
we  regard  its  inherent  value  as  presenting  a  question  of  sufficient  gravity  to  justify 
any  experimental  outlay  at  all.  That  it  would,  if  adopted,  destroy  the  tow-boat  and 
barge  system  of  transportation,  is  quite  certain,  and  as  heavy  investments  have  been 
made  in  that  system,  and  as  it  has  been  proven  to  be  by  far  the  best  system  for  secur- 
ing to  the  country  the  greatesc  benefits  that  can  be  derived  from  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio,  the  committee  aro  earnest  in  their  recommendation  that  the  proposed  experi- 
mental dam  be  not  erected. 

CAUTION  AND  NOT  RASHNESS  THE  SAFEST. 

In  this  connection  the  committee  cannot  forbear  characterizing  the  entrance  upon  a 
new  project  of  river-improvement,  involving  an  outlay  of  many  millions,  on  irrelevant 
experieuces  in  France,  as  precipitate  and  imprudent.  There  can  be  no  resemblance. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  extreme  contrasts  between  the  little  placid  rivers  of  France, 
where  these  movable  dams,  on  a  small  scale,  are  in  use,  and  the  Ohio,  subject  to  over- 
whelming floods,  discharging  deluges  from  a  surface  larger  than  all  France,  drifting 
downward  from  its  headwaters,  amid  unbroken  forests,  gigantic  trees  and  woodland 
wrecks,  all  surging  on  its  turbid  current  with  fearful  swiftness  and  portentous  force. 
When  the  massive  ice  of  a  cold  winter  breaks  and  unites  with  these  they  form  a  terrific 
combination  of  devastating  elements  not  to  be  found  in  the  temperate  dime  and  on  the 
denuded  surface  of  France. 

SOME  OF  THE  KVIL  CONSEQUENCES  IF  THE  SYSTEM  WERE  ADOPTED  ON  THE  OHIO. 

Before  anything  can  be  done  toward  the  construction  of  these  movable  chutes,  an 
immense  crib,  or  coffer-dam,  500  feet  long,  must  be  erected  across  the  natural  channel 
of  'he  river  of  sufficient  dimensions  to  inclose  all  the  space  needed,  and  within  which 
the  movabln  dam  and  its  foundations  are  to  be  constructed.  It  is  quite  apparent  that 
such  solid  and  extensive  works,  thus  placed,  would  absolutely  blockade  the  river  a 
great'  portion  of  the  time,  and  inevitably  occasion  fatal  accidents  when  it.s  naviga- 
tion was  practicable.  It  will  be  necessary,  we  learn  from  the  engineer,  for  these  block- 
ading cribs  to  reiuain  in  the  way  at  least  two  years ;  the  time  estimated  as  needed  for 
the  work  to  be  done  in  them.  Without  arrogance  or  disrespect,  it  may  be  asked,  what 
right  bus  the  Government,  for  any  purpose  whatsoever,  to  so  obstruct  and  impair  a  great , 
commercial  highway,  established  by  the  Creator  for  the  free  use  of  all  meni  Numer- 
ous and  heavy  would  be  the  losses  from  snch  works,  and  the  claimants  for  damages 
could  press  their  demands  on  irrefragable  grounds  of  right  and  justice. 

WHY  IT  WILL  NOT  DO  BETWEEN  LOUISVILLE  AND  CAIRO. 

The  eugiutter  in  charge  admits  there  is  a  doubt  of  the  pracr.icability  of  this  system 
in  the  Ohio  between  Louisville  and  Cairo.  This  is  occasioned  by  the  sedimentary  sands ' 
abounding  there,  which  are  liable  to  be  moved  and  redeposited  during  the  river  fresh- 
ets, forming  new  bars  and  shoals,  and  making  frequent  variations  of  the  channel.  By 
these  natural  changes  in  the  river  bottom,  established  chutes  would  be  ever  liable  to 
be  closed,  or  to  be  too  luucli  choked  and  clogged  for  use.  Without  the  sixteen  dams 
between  Louisville  and  Cairo,  how  could  the  fifty-two  between  Louisville  and  Pitts- 
burgh be  made  useful  for  the  entire  river-navigation  f  Provided  this  new  plan  of  slack- 
water  were  all  that  is  claimed  for  it,  it  would,  in  this  case,  be  fatally  cut  off  and 
severed  from  the  Mississippi  by  a  fearful  gap  of  near  400  miles. 

THE  ONLY  REALLY  USEFUL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  from  the  best  lights  that  have  been 
shed  upon  the  subject,  and  from  all  the  experience  that  has  been  gained  in  the  prac- 
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tical  operation  of  the  tow>boat  Rystem  since  its  beginning,  that  the  best  method  of 
improving  the  Ohio  River  would  be  to  keep  it  nearly  in  its  anobstrncted  normal  con- 
dition ;  to  remove  wrecks,  snagH,  and  other  obstrnctions ;  to  place  wing-dams  where 
the  waters  spread  too  much,  and  at  the  head  of  some  of  the  islands,  to  turn  the  water 
and  increase  its  depth  on  the  channel  side ;  to  require  channel-spans  of  five  hundred 
feet  length  in  all  the  bridges  crossing  the  river,  and  to  insist  upon  the  immediate  alter- 
ation to  this  length  of  the  water-way  under  the  bridge  at  Stenbenville,  pronounced  by 
the  United  States  engineers  the  worst  one  and  the  most  serious  obstrnct^on  to  naviga- 
tion now  existing  on  the  river ;  to  recommend  catition  in  the  removal  of  bars  at  rip- 
ples, so  as  not  to  injure  the  navigation  by  draining  down  the  pools  above ;  to  take 
effectual  measures  at  once  to  cause  the  iuimediate  raising  of  the  Mon"ngahe1a  wire- 
bridge,  and  putting  into  it  a  channel-span  of  five  hundred  feet  in  length  and  eighty  feet 
in  height  above  low  water,  so  that  that  structure,  which  so  outrages  the  rights  of 
transporters,  who  have  submitted  too  long  to  iis  damaging  effects,  may  no  longer 
remain  a  nuisance  and  incessant  injury  to  the  harbor  business  and  the  river  commerce 

COMPARATIVE  COST  OP  THE  TWO  PLANS. 

All  these  salutary  things  may  be  effected  at  a  very  small  cost  compared  with  that  of 
the  projected  sixty-eight  dams  with  locks  and  adjustable  chutes,  the  lowei^t  estimate 
of  the  coht  of  which  is  from  $40,000,000  to  160,000,000.  In  this  manner,  besides  doing 
the  best  that  can  be  done  to  facilit'ite  tbe  movements  of  the  great  floating  tows,  the. 
navigation  would  also  be  improved  for  single  boats,  though  it  would  not  be  altogether' 
perennial.  Tbe  two  interests,  however,  would  be  subserved  as  far  as  tbe  incompati- 
bility of  their  requirements  would  permit,  the  most  important  needing  the  least 
expenditure.  It  would  thus  appear  that,  for  the  least  expensive  aid,  the  best  would  be 
done  that  can  be  to  help  onward  the  progress  of  the  latest  advancement  in  the  way  of 
cheapening  the  cairiage  of  ponderous  commodities  to  the  places  where  they  are  most 
wanted  to  promote  the  prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  inhabiting  broad  sections 
of  our  great  republic. 

THREE  MERITORIOUS  OBJECTS  FOR  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Before  closing,  tbe  committee  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  less  than  one-half  of  the  sum 
necessary  to  construct  the  proposed  experimental  dnm,  with  its  appurtenances,  would 
be  adequate  to  cause  the  removal  of  the  two  most  serious  obstructions  to  tbe  river 
commerce  now  existing,  and  to  supply  the  means  of  performing  a  signal  act  of  justice 
to  individuals,  by  returning  money  advanced  by  them  for  the  important  purpose  of 
warding  off'  a  fatal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Ohio  trade,  when  about  being  placed  in 
the  river  at  Parkersburg. 

THE  STEUBEN VILLE  BKIDGB. 

The  first  of  the  two  obstructions  referred  to  is  the  bridge  at  Stenbenville,  a  most  for- 
midable and  unintermitting  evil,  besetting  the  business  of  the  transporters  with  its  mis- 
irhievons  effects,  at  its  very  beginning,  in  the  organization  of  its  fleets,  in  their  descent 
.  to  it,  in  their  passage  through  its  cramped  and  inadequate  water-way,  and  in  their 
being  thrown  out  of  time  by  it  for  the  whole  voyage,  above  it  and  below  It,  subjecting 
them  to  \  exations,  dangers,  delays,  and  losses.  These  objections,  all  serious  and  of 
unjust  continuance,  cry  aloud  <or  speedy  removal.  The  widening  of  the  water-way 
under  this  bridge  to  500  feet,  so  as  to  meet  tbe  requirements  of  the  navigation,  would 
save  an  annual  cost  in  embarrassments,  delays,  and  wrecks  occasioned  by  it,  of  not 
less  than  $200,000  a  year,  which  would  enure  to  the  benefit  of  both  consumers  and  pro- 
ducers. 

THE  HARBOR    WIRE-BRIDGE 

Crossing  from  Pittsburgh  to  Birmingham,  is  the  second  obstruction  calling  for  im- 
mediate displacement  and  correction.  The  leading  objections  to  this  structure  have 
been  before  referred  to ;  they  are  of  great  magnitude,  and  cannot  be  permitted  longer  to 
exist  without  tbe  grossest  disregard  of  violated  rights  and  ever-recurring  injuries,  pub- 
lic and  private.  It  stands  in  the  midst  of  the  harbor,  where  its  narrow  spans  and  low 
superstructure  make  it  a  perpetual  obstruction  to  the  free  passing  of  water-craft,  and 
in  times  of  high  floods  so  effectually  cuts  off  water-:Communications  above  and  below 
that  not  even  the  smallest  boats  can  pass.  Not  a  word  can  be  said  against  the  great 
necessity  of  relief  growing  out  of  this  intolerable  nuisance.  These  are  both  well-known 
evils.  Inflicting  serious  injuries,  periodically,  upon  the  large  ascending  and  descending 
commerce  of  the  Ohio;  they  are  inexcusable  nuisances,  working  hurt,  inconvenience, 
and  damage,  whose  peremptory  abatement  is  one  of  the  flrst  duties  of  our  constituted 
authorities. 

THE  PARKERSBURG  BRIDGE  CASE. 

Tbe  case  before  alluded  to,  of  money  paid  for  the  public  good  by  individuals,  is  the 
last  of  the  fitting  subjects  above  named  for  Government  appropriations.    It  occurred 
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in  this  wise:  In  1869  an  advance  was  made  to  the  B^Uimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, by  the  transporters  of  Pittsburgh,  to  secure  a  change  in  the  Parkersburg  bridge, 
then  in  process  of  erection  on  a  plan  that  would  have  utterly  arrested  the  tow-boat 
navigation  of  the  Ohio,  and  involved  the  Qovernment  in  a  large  expenditure  for  its 
correction,  as  its  defective  plan  was  authorized  by  a  bad  law.  This  money,  $31,586.67, 
when  Congress  was  not  sitting,  and  when  no  other  remedy  existed,  was  advanced  in. 
good  faith,  nnder  the  best  legal  advice,  by  the  transporters;  and  as  it  prevented  the 
stopping  of  an  immense  trade,  and  saved  the  Gbventment  from  the  charge  of  altering 
the  bridge,  the  cash  advance  constitutes  an  indisputable  claim  for  reimbursement, 
which  it  is  unjust  and  ioexcnsably  negligent  to  withhold. 

These  three  meritorious  objects  can  b^  accomplished  by  appropriations  amounting, 
altogether,  to  not  more  than  one-half  the  sum  that  it  wmld  probably  cost  to  build,  at 
the  outlet  of  our  harbor,  the  proposed  experimental  darn  with  its  attachments.  The 
committee  therefore  suggests  that  the  propriety  of  making  these  appropriations  is  a 
question  eminently  deserving  serious  attention. 

The  committee  would  lastly  reoommrtud  to  the  considerati  m  of  the  river  interests 
the  followi  ig  resolution  passed  by  the  National  Board  of  Steam  Navigation,  at  their 
late  meeting  in  New  York.  It  presents  a  subject  of  importance,  requiring  the  action 
of  our  transporters : 

THE  INDIANA  CHUTB. 

Mr.  Pink  Varble,  of  Louisville,  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 
^^Retiohed,  That  the  executive  committee  be  instructed  by  this  board  to  use  its  influ- 
ence in  Congress  to  secure  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the 
channel  at  the  head  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  River,  better  known  as  the  Indiana  Chute.'' 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Simpson  Horner, 
Addison  Lyslb, 
J.  A.  Blackmoke, 

J.  M.   SCUOONMAKER, 

J.  N.  O'Neil, 
George  T.  Miller, 
Henry  B.  Hays, 

Committee, 


LETTER  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEBRB. 

OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS, 

Washington^  D.  C,  March  31,  1877. 

Sir:  I  have  just  examined  the  report  of  the  board  upon  the  questions 
involved  in  the  pnyect  of  improvement  of  the  Ohio  Kiver  by  movable 
dams. 

In  the  discussion  of  that  project  by  yourself  and  by  the  board  recently 
convened,  there  is  one  point  which  it  seems  to  me  should  be  more  com- 
pletely disposed  of.  It  has  been  presented  to  me  twice,  orally,  by  the 
agents  of  the  coal  companies. 

.  They  state  that  although  the  value  of  coal  annually  transported  on 
the  river  from  Pittsburgh  is  but  16^000,000,  and  the  value  of  the  whole 
trade  of  the  river  may  be  what  you  have  stated,  yet  that  the  question 
of  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  should  not  by  any 
means  depend  solely  on  such  figures.  They  present  their  view  by 
stating  substantially  that  the  coal  companies  employ  107  steamers  for 
their  tows  and  probably  3,000  barges — that  is,  from  20  to  30  barges  for 
each  steamer — while  the  number  of  steamboats  carrying  freight  and  pas- 
sengers, and  steam  tow-boats  engaged  in  other  transportation  than 
coal  on  the  river  between  Pittsburgh  and  Louisville,  is  but  about  the 
one-tenth  part  of  this%  That  is,  I  understand  them  to  say  that  for  every 
one  steamboat  or  tow  carrying  other  freight  than  coal  that  goes  down 
or  up  the  river  between  the  points  to  be  improved,  there  are  10  coal 
tows  passing* 
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Now,  the  reply  to  this  involves  in  part  a  statement  of  the  number  and 
tonnage  of  steamboats  and  tows  of  other  freight  than  coal  passing  over 
the  part  of  tlie  river  to  be  improved. 

It  may  be  that  I  have  not  exactly  stated  the  position  of  these  gentle- 
men, but  that  is  the  impression  it  has  lett  on  me,  and,  at  any  rate,  you 
will  perceive,  by  what  I  have  stated,  the  nature  of  the  question  involved, 
and  I  desire  a  full  presentation  of  it  by  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  Humphreys, 
Brig.  Oen,  and  Chief  of  Engineers. 
Mdj.  vVm.  E.  Merrill, 

Corps  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 

Note. — Copies  of  the  foregoios  letter  famished  Col.  Z.  B.  Tower  and  Lieat.  Col.  H. 
G.  Wright,  Corps  of  EngiDcers^for  sach  remarks  as  they  desired  to  make. 


LETTER    OP    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL    H.  Ot.    WRIGHT,  CORPS    OF    ENGI- 
NEERS. 

Army  Building, 
Ifew  Yorkj  Apnl  6,  1877. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  tlie  copy 
of  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo  to  Maj.  W.  E.  Merrill  in  regard  to  a 
certain  point  which  you  present,  connected  with  the  proposed  applica- 
tion of  the  movable  dam  in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River,  and 
upon  which  you  ask  for  further  information.  This  lett.er  is  referred  to 
me  as  a  member  of  the  Board  which  lately  reported  upon  the  subject,  for 
such  remarks  as  I  may  desire  to  make. 

This  point  has  reference  to  the  relative  number  of  steamboats,  barges, 
and  boats  used  in  the  transportation  of  coal,  and  the  number  used  for 
all  other  purposes  on  the  river,  upon  which  relative  number  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  improvement  seem  to  base  their  claim  for  determining  the 
character  of  the  improvement  to  be  adopted. 

I  presume  that  Major  Merrill  will  be  able  to  give  a  close  approxima- 
tion to  the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  steamers  and  barges  used  on  the 
river,  (a  thing  which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  procure  here,)  but  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  comparison  of  this  number  of  boats  and 
tonnage  as  compared  with  the  number  of  boats  and  tonnage  employed 
in  coal-transportation  will  afford  no  just  measure  of  the  relative  interests 
of  the  two  as  regards  the  question  of  river  improvement. 

The  coal-fleets  make  comparatively  few  trips  during  the  year— the 
downward  ones  being  always  on  high  stages  of  the  river-^and  only 
the  "barges^  are  brought  back ;  while  the  "  boats''  are  sold  with  their 
cargoes,  to  be  broken  up  for  the  lumber  they  contain.  The  other  boats, 
on  the  contrary,  are  kept  running,  so  long  as  the  depth  of  water  in  the 
river  is  sufficient,  as  regular-line  boats^  carrying  both  freight  and  pas^ 
sengers,  or  as  boats  for  towing  one  or  more  **  barges,''  in  which  the  great 
bulk  of  the  freight  is  transported.  These  "  barges"  are  always  brought 
back  (loaded  if  freights  are  to  be  had)  for  further  service.  The  tech- 
nical **  boat,"  which  is  simply  a  rectangular  box,  is  used  in  coal-trans- 
portation only.  It  thus  appears  that  one  of  these  barges  may  carry,  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  an  amount  of  freight  many  times  exceeding  in 
tonnage  that  which  is  carried  by  a  coal-barge  of  equal  size.  A  coal 
*^  boat"  carries  but  a  single  cargo. 
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I  woald  farther  remark  that  the  only  point  definitely  determined  apon 
relative  to  the  "radical''  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River  is  the  con- 
struction of  the  movable  dam,  some  five  miles  below  Pittsburgh,  for 
which  an  appropriation  has  been  made;  and  until  it  has  been  constructed 
and  fully  tested,  it  seems  to  me  premature  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  general  improvement  of  the  river  by  this  means.  Should  it  succeed,* 
as  the  Board  believed  it  would,  the  same  principle  can  be  applied  to 
other  parts  of  the  river,  if  Congress  shall  decide  to  continue  the  im- 
provement. 

The  trial  of  this  dam  will  decide,  in  the  only  satisfactory  way,  the 
many  objections  that  have  been  urged  against  its  applicability  to  rivers 
like  the  Ohio;  and  if  no  other  shouId.be  constructed,  it  will  be  useful  in 
affording  a  commodious  harbor  at  Pittsburgh  during  the  low  stages  of 
the  river,  while  presenting  no  serious  obstacle  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river  in  its  high  stages  when  the  wickets  will  be  down. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obeilient  servant, 

H.  G.  Wright, 
Lt.  Col.  of  Engineers,  Bvt.  Maj.  Oenl. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  TL  8.  A. 


LETTER  OF  COLONEL  Z.  B.  TOWER,   CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

New  York,  April  7, 1877. 

General  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  the  following  remarks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  special  point  raised  by  agents  of  coal  companies  at  Pitts- 
burgh bearing  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Engineer  Board  assembled 
at  Cincinnati,  February  20,  upon  the  Ohio  River  improvement.  This 
point  is  set  forth  in  your  letter  of  March  31,  addressed  to  Maj.  William 
E.  Merrill,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  me  for  such  statement  in 
connection  there*^  ith  as  I  may  desire  to  make. 

«The  coal-transportation  companies,  in  their  memorial  drawn  up  to  op- 
pose the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  Eiver  by  a  system  of  movable  dams, 
argued  solely  in  their  own  interests,  as  they  viewed  them.  The  Cincin- 
nati Board,  of  which  I  was  a  member,  in  replying  to  that  memorial, 
stated  approximately  the  value  of  the  commerce  on  the  Ohio  River 
above  Louisville  other  than  that  of  coal  to  show  what  vast  interests  are 
connected  with  navigation  on  that  river  outside  of  Pittsburgh.  Without 
intending  to  measure  the  relative  influence  of  these  two  classes  of  trans- 
portation, the  Board  desired  to  say  emphatically  that  the  coal-trans- 
porting companies  are  not  entitled  to  determine  how  the  Ohio  River 
should  be  improved. 

It  may  not  be  fair  to  measure  different  transportation  interests  on  the 
river  by  the  cash-value  of  the  material  moved,  neither  would  the  num- 
ber of  barges  used  in  any  interest  be  tbe  just  measure  of  its  importance. 
At  any  rate,  the  tirst  essential  in  this  matter  is  to  get  at  the  facts.  If 
we  are  to  use  statistics  as  an  argument,  they  must  be  clearly  set  forth. 

One  might  infer  from  the  statements  of  the  coal  agents  that  the  com- 
panies employed  ten  times  as  many  steamers  and  ten  times  as  many 
barges  as  are  employed  in  all  other  commerce  on  the  river  above  Louis- 
ville. If  this  be  true,  there  are  no  more  than  eleven  steamers  engaged 
upon  the  river  beside  the  coal- boats.  The  question  arises,  how  many  of 
these  107  steamers  are  employed  exclusively  on  the  Ohio  between  Pitts- 
burgh and  Louisville  !    How  many  pass  above  the  former  city  or  below 
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the  latter!  It  would  be  well,  therefore,  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  num- 
ber of  passages  made  between  Pittsburgh  and  Louisville,  or,  what  is. 
better,  the  number  of  miles  run  between  these  cities  by  all  the  Pittsburgh 
coal-steamers  and  by  all  loaded  barges;  also,  to  ascertaia  the  tonnage 
and  value  of  these  steamboats  and  barges.  The  same  data'in  reference 
to  steamers  and  barges  doing  all  other  commerce  of  the  river  between 
the  same  cities  should  be  ascertained  as  well  as  it  can  be.  It  is  my  un- 
derstanding that  the  coal  steamers  and  barges  are  employed  but  a  lim- 
ited portion  of  the  year,  and  that,  were  the  river  navigable  at  all  times, 
a  much  smaller  number  would  do  the  work  now  done  by  the  larger. 
There  are  quite  a  large  number  of  coal-boats  that  make  but  one  trip 
down  the  river,  never  to  return.  I  presume  Major  Merrill  can  determine 
or  procure  the  above  data  approximately,  and  show  the  true  ratio  of 
the  coal-navigation  interests  to  that  of  all  other  commerce  measured  by 
the  coal  agents'  standard.  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  will  appear,  under 
his  analysis,  more  favorable  to  general  commerce  than  would  be  natu- 
rally inferred  from  their  way  of  setting  it  forth. 

But  in  this  connection  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  river  is  for  the 
benefit  of  all  those  who  dwell  upon  its  banks,  and  not  for  those  alone  of 
any  special  locality;  and  further,  that  the  interests  of  the  consumer  and 
producer  are  quite  as  important  as  those  of  the  carrier, 

A  combination  to  use  a  highway  in  a  certain  manner  for  the  trans- 
portation of  one  kind  of  produce,  may  result  in  a  money  value  to  those 
making  the  combination  by  destroying  competition  in  reference  to  that 
material,  while  the  consumer  and  producer  might  suffer  from  such  com- 
bination. At  any  rate  all  other  interests  would  probably  suffer  if  the 
highway  were  to  be  kept  in  such  condition  that  it  could  only  be  used  at 
intervals. 

Though  I  do  not  intend  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  River  by  locks  and  movable  dams,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  were  it  accomplished  and  in  every  way  an  emi- 
nent practical  success  in  the  working,  that  all  interests  would  be  bene- 
fited thereby,  not  excepting  the  coal  interests. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  Tower, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Bvt  Maj.  General 

Brig,  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Eyigineers  U.  S,  A. 


LETTERS  OF  MAJOR  WILLIAM  E.  MERRILL,  CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Cincinnati^  Ohio^  April  12,  1877. 
General  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  calling  for  a 
statement  of  the  relative  importance  of  the  coaltowiug  interest  on  the 
Ohio  River  as  compared  with  the  general  river  commerce,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following: 

The  only  oflBcial  document  within  my  knowledge  that  throws  any  light 
on  this  matter  is  the  annual  report  of  the  board  of  supervising  inspect- 
ors of  steam-vessels.    The  latest  edition  is  that  of  1876,  and  it  is  from 
this  edition  that  I  quote.    The  report  is  printed  at  the  Government 
42  e 
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Printing  Office,  and  a  copy  can  doubtless  be  obtained  for  the'  use  of  your 
office  by  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Kevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States  (sections  4417  and  4418) 
require  annual  inspections  of  the  hulls  and  boilers  of  all  steamboats. 
These  inspections  are  made  wherever  a  boat  may  happen  to  be  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  although,  as  a  general  rule,  they  are  made  at  her  home 
port.  Steamboat-inspectors  are  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  tbey  report  annually  to  their  supervising  inspectors,  giving  the 
name,  tonnage,  and  the  date  and  place  of  construction  of  each  boat  in- 
spected. By  compiling  these  lists  it  is  therefore  practicable  to  get  the 
name  and  tonnage  of  every  American  steamboat. 

On  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries  there  are  the  following  inspec- 
tion-districts : 

On  the  Ohio, 

Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati,  Evansville,  Wheeling,  Louisville. 


Nashville. 


On  the  Cumberland. 
On  the  MissUsipin. 


Galena,  Memphis,  Saint  Louis,  New  Orleans. 

In  the  inspection-lists  steamboats  are  divided  into  four  classes,  viz : 
passenger,  ferry,  towing,  and  freight  steamboats.  Under  the  head  of 
towing-steamboats  are  included  those  that  tow  coal,  iron,  salt,  and  rafts, 
and  also  all  harbor  jobbing  boats,  and  boats  that  dredge  up  gravel  for 
market. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  steamboats  that  were  reg- 
istered at  Ohio  Eiver  ports  during  the  year  1875  : 


Porta. 


I 


Tow-boats. 


Over 
100  tons. 


Under 
100  tons. 


Dredges. 


PlttsbuTf? . . 
Wheeling . . 
Cincinnati . 
Lonisville  . 
Evansville . 

Total 


177 


67 


66 


15 


In  the  above  table  the  tow-boats  have  been  divided  into  two  classes, 
according  as  they  are  over  or  under  100  tons  burden,  the  object  being 
to  show  approximately  the  number  of  Monongahela or  ''pool"  tow-boats, 
which,  though  registered  at  Pittsburgh,  are  not  Ohio  Biver  tow-boats. 
The  table  shows  them  to  be  about  18  in  number.  The  94  large 
tow-boats  registered  at  Pittsburgh  are  not  all  coal-towing  boats,  al- 
though I  have  no  data  at  haild  to  enable  me  to  distinguish  those  which 
are  regularly  engaged  in  towing  coal  from  those  which  are  not.  On  the 
other  hand,  many  boats  regularly  engaged  in  the  coal-trade  were  absent 
from  Pittsburgh  when  the  annual  inspection  was  made,  and,  therefore^ 
were  registered  at  other  ports.  No  one  not  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  details  of  the  coal-towing  trade  would  be  able  to  select  the  Ohio 
Biver  coal-towing  boats  that  belong  to  Pittsburgh  from  amonggthe  great 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


number  of  tow-boats  registered  at  tbe  various  western  ports  of  inspection. 
I  believe,  however,  that  the  figures  presented  by  the  friends  of  the  coal- 
trade  (107  coal-tow-boats  belonging  to  Pittsburgh  alone)  are  correct; 
but  I  think  that  in  this  107,  the  18  (more  or  less)  '*  pool  "  tow-boats  that 
properly  belong  to  the  Mouongahela,  and  which  would  never,  except  in 
case  of  some  great  emergency,  pass  the  Ohio  Eiver  locks,  have  been  in- 
cluded. 

The  number  of  passenger-boats  shown  in  the  table  I  consider  a  fair 
statement  of  the  Ohio  River  commerce,  except  as  to  the  port  of  Pitts- 
burgh. Five  of  those  registered  at  this  port  are  regular  Monongahela 
packets,  and  of  9  others  just  built  the  majority  were  probably  designed 
to  ply  on  distant  rivers.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  a  number  of  boats 
running  between  Cincinnati  or  Louisville  and  southern  ports  that  were 
registered  at  Memphis,  Saint  Louis,  and  New  Orleans.  The  two  classes 
will  about  balance,  and  we  may,  therefore,  assume  that  the  Ohio  Kiver 
passenger-trade  is  fairly  presented. 

Including  the  Kanawha  coal-tow-boats  and  those  that  tow  coal  from 
points  on  the  Ohio  below  Pittsburgh,  I  think  that  it  would  be  fair  to 
put  the  number  of  Ohio  River  coal-tow-boats  at  150.  This  being  granted, 
we  find  that  the  sum  of  the  passenger-packets  (177)  and  of  the  freight- 
steamboats  (15)  exceeds  the  sum  of  the  coal-tow-boats  by  42. 

It  is,  therefore,  evident  that  the  statement  made  by  the  agents  of  the 
coal  companies  that  '^  the  number  of  steamboats  carrying  freight  and 
passengers  and  steam  tow-boats  engaged  in  other  transportation  than 
coal  between  Pittsburgh  and  Louisville  is  but  about  one-tenth  part  of 
this,"  (the  coal-trade,)  is  not  substantiated  by  the  actual  facts  in  the 
case. 

As  the  name,  place,  date  of  construction,  and  tonnage  of  every  steam- 
boat on  the  western  waters  is  given  in  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
vising Inspectors,  which  is  a  regular  official  publication  of  the  United 
States,  I  do  not-  see  how  the  conclusions  drawn  from  it  can  be  success- 
fully assailed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Merrill, 
Major  of  JEngineers, 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  (7.  8.  A. 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Cincinnatij  OhiOj  April  14, 1877. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  slip  cut  from  the 
Pittsburgh  Commercial  Gazette  of  the  13th  instant,  which  is  submitted 
in  further  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  calling  for  information 
relative  to  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio  River. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Merrill, 
Major  of  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  E'ngineerSj  U.  8.  A. 
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INCLOSURE. 

We  have  heard  a  good  deal  Raid  of  late  years  about  steamboating — ^that  it  was,  to 
use  a  couinion  phrase,  about  played  cut,  particularly  on  this  end  of  the  Ohio  River.  It 
is  freely  admitted  that  money  is  not  being  made  as  rapidly  and  as  easily  as  it  was  dur- 
ing the  war,  but  we  are  satifified  that  nearly  all  the  boats  making  Pittsburgh  their 
base  of  operations  have  been  making  a  little  during  the  past  year  or  two,  notwith- 
standing the  general  depression  of  business.  It  is  also  worthy,  of  notice  that  we  have 
more  regular  packets  now  than  for  several  years  past,  and  they  are  all  doing  a  very 
fair  bnsiness.  The  J.  M.  Kerr  is  making  three  trips  per  week  to  Wheeling,  the  Emma 
Graham  regular  weekly  trips  to  Cincinnati,  the  Exchange  ten-day  trips  to  same  point. 
Granite  State  to  Portsmouth,  Carrie  Brooks  to  Zanesville,  and  Salt  Valley  to  Irouton, 
are  making  regular  weekly  trips,  and  the  Express  this  week  entered  the  Pittsburgh 
and  Parkersburg  trade,  making  two  trips  per  w^eek.  Then,  we  have  the  John  L. 
Rhoads,  Gray's  line  of  three  powerful  tow-boats  and  barges,  and  the  Whale  and  barges 
in  the  trade  between  here  and  Saint  Louis.  There  are  those  who  believe  that  four 
passenger  and  freight  steamers,  similar  to  the  Rhoads,  would  find  plenty  of  business 
in  the  Pittsburgh  and  Saint  Louis  trade,  one  to  leave  here  every  week.  Moreover, 
it  is  contended  that  a  line  of  boats  of  the  right  kind  could  be  maintained  between  here 
and  Cincinnati.  As  noted  in  these  columns  the  other  day,  the  owners  of  the  Eiiiraa 
Graham  have  contracted  for  a  new  boat  to  be  completed  about  the  Ist  of  July.  It  is 
also  worthy  of  notice,  as  an  encouraging  sign  of  the  times,  that  more  new  boats  are  under 
contract  now,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  if  we  mistake  not,  than  for  several  years  past 


United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Cincinnati^  Ohio^  July  3, 1877. 

General:  I  have  the  hoDor  to  submit  the  following  additional  in- 
formation concerning  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio  River,  which  has  been 
obtained  in  response  to  your  letter  of  April  14. 

It  is  very  difBcult  to  obtain  any  exact  statistics  of  Ohio  Eiver  com- 
merce, as  it  is  entirely  inland,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  record  ia 
custom-houses.  The  only  records  that  are  kept  are  the  voluntary  ones 
of  local  chambers  of  commerce,  which  are  compiled  solely  in  order  that 
merchants  and  shippers  may  keep  posted  as  to  the  course  of  trade. 

On  the  Ohio  River,  there  is  one  chamber  of  commerce  at  Cincinnati^ 
one  at  Louisville,  and,  I  think,  one  at  Evansville.  There  is  an  organi- 
zation at  Pittsburgh,  known  as  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  having  for  its 
object  the  promotion  of  the  general  interests  of  the  Pittsburgh  merchants. 
No  statistics  of  river-commerce  are,  however,  preserved  by  it. 

As  I  understand  the  object  of  this  investigation  to  be  the  procure- 
ment of  facts  that  may  have  a  bearing  on  the  construction  of  the  pro- 
posed movable  dam  near  Pittsburgh,"!  have  limited  myself  to  that  part 
of  the  Ohio  Eiver  extending  from  Pittsburgh  to  Cincinnati,  and  includ- 
ing the  latter  city. 

At  Cincinnati  I  obtained  the  following  statistics  from  the  Report  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  for  the  year  ending  August  31, 1876 : 

ARKIVAJLB  DURING  THK  YEAR  (NOT  INCLUDING  COAL-TOW8.) 

Regular  packets 2,720 

Trausient  steamboats 38 

Tow-boats  with  tows  (other  than  coal) 21 

Total 2,779 

DEPARTURES  DURING  THE  YEAR  (NOT  INCLUDING  COAL-TOW8.) 

Regular  packets 2,747 

Other  steamboats 37 

Tow-boats  with  tows  (other  than  coal) 24 

Total 2,808 
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Every  steamboat  (including  coal  tow-boats)  and  every  "modeP  barge 
(these  barges  do  not  carry  coal)  that  arrived  at  Cincinnati  during  the 
year  is  recorded  by  name  and  tonnage.    The  list  shows : 

Passenger  and  freight  steamboats 128 

Tow-boats,  (the  mjyority  coal  tow-boats) i 110 

Ferry-boats 4 

Government  boats 2 

Dredge-boat  (private) 1 

245 
Model  barges 71 

Total 316 

The  ports  of  departure  and  destination  of  the  steamers  recorded  above 
are  only  particularized  ia  the  cases  of  Kew  Orleans,  Pittsburgh,  and  St. 
Louis.  The  record  shows  that  during  the  year,  89  steamboats  arrived 
from  Pittsburgh. 

The  information  for  the  ports  above  Cincinnati  was  sought  by  cor- 
respondence,  but,  after  much  loss  of  time  and  no  substantial  result,  I 
finally  sent  my  chief  clerk,  Mr.  H.  L.  Smith,  to  Wheeling  and  Pittsburgh 
to  consult  with  the  river  editors  of  the  newspapers,  the  wharf-masters, 
and  others  likely  to  be  posted  oa  river  commerce,  and  see  if  anything 
reliable  could  be  procured. 

The  following  table  was  compiled  from  information  furnished  by  the 
wharf-masters  of  Pitt.sburgh  and  of  Wheeling,  and  by  Mr.  Wm.  Evans, 
river  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Dispatch.  The  information  about  coal- 
tows  was  wholly  furnished  by  the  latter. 

The  table  only  gives  the  departures  from  Pittsburgh,  but  it  will  be 
reasonably  accurate  to  assume  that  the  arrivals  are  equal  to  the  de- 
partures. All  of  these  boats  and  barges  pass  the  site  of  the  proposed 
movable  dam  at  Davis  Island.  The  information  obtained  at  Wheeling 
was  only  used  as  a  check  on  the  accuracy  of  that  obtained  at  Pittsburgh. 
There  was  no  important  discrepancy  between  them. 

DEPARTURBS   FROM  PITTSBURGH  IN  1876. 

Freight  and  passenger  steamboats : 

To  Wheeling 60 

To  Marietta 26 

Tolronton 40 

To  Portsmouth 38 

To  Cincinnati 62 

To  Louisville,  and  below 42 

268 

Coal 'tows: 

To  Wheeling 9 

To  Parkersburg 1 

Tolrontou 20 

To  Cincinnati 151 

To  Louisville,  and  below 176 

357 

Miscellaneous  tows: 

To  Huntington,  (oil) 24 

To  Mississippi  Kiver,  (freight) 35 

59 

Total  departures.... 684 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Merrill, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U.  8.  A. 
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T3. 

IMPROVEMENT  OP  THE  MONONGAHELA  RIVER. 

In  my  last  annnal  report  I  stated  that  an  additional  appropriation 
wonld  be  neeessary  to  complete  the  lock  and  dam  at  Hoard's  Bocks. 
This  appropriation  was  not  made,  and  therefore  I  have  to  report  all 
constrnction  as  stopped,  and  the  work  under  charge  of  a  watchman  un- 
til such  time  as  a  new  appropriation  will  permit  its  completion. 

The  present  condition  of  affairs  is  as  follows  : 

LOCK. 

The  lock  is  completed,  except  the  lift  and  miter  walls,  which  were 
necessarily  omitted  until  the  dam  was  built,  in  order  that  the  lock  might 
serve  as  a  waste-weir  during  constrnction  of  the  dam,  but  the  founda- 
tions of  these  have  been  built  up  to  the  level  of  the  lower  miter-sill. 
The  timber  for  the  lock-gates  is  all  on  hand  and  partly  dressed.  The 
iron- work  for  valves,  gates,  opening  apparatus,  &g.,  is  also  on  hand, 
and  ready  to  be  put  in  place. 

DAM. 

The  dam  is  of  massive  masonry,  and  its  condition  is  as  follows : 

A  length  of  106  linear  feet  has  been  completed. 

A  length  of  5  linear  feet  has  been  built  to  the  level  of  29.50,  lacking  only  2  feet  of  be- 
ing full  height. 

A  length  of  82  linear  feet  has  been  built  to  the  level  of  21^,  lacking  10  feet  of  being 
full  height. 

A  length  of  52  linear  feet  has  been  built  to  a  height  of  17.25,  lacking  14^  feet  of  being 
fall  height. 

A  length  of  80  feet  has  the  foundation-course  only ;  and 

A  length  of  75  feet  is  without  masonry. 

The  total  length  of  the  dam  is  400  feet.  The  abutment  is  60  feet  long 
and  16  feet  wide,  and  is  built  up  to  a  height  of  2  feet  above  the  crown 
of  the  dam. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  the  following  work  has  been  done : 

Cable  yards. 

Masonry  laid - 3,^9 

Rock  excavation 240 

£arth  excavation 70O 

Stone  boated  to  dam 3,629 

Ciib-work  built  above  lock,  115  linear  feet. 

The  total  amount  of  masonry  yet  to  be  laid  in  order  to  complete  the 
work,  is  3,266  cubic  yards. 

The  boating  of  stone  ceased  September  10 ;  work  at  quarry  and  on 
gates  ceased  October  15  5  masonry-work  ceased  October  18  5  crib  was 
finished  November  30. 

The  stone  for  the  completion  of  the  work,  except  a  few  special  stones 
and  some  backing-stones,  is  quarried  and  on  hand  at  the  site  of  the 
dam. 

The  best  proof  of  the  solidity  of  the  work  is  that  it  stood  without  the 
slightest  damage  the  great  ice-freshet  of  last  January,  which  swept 
away  nearly  everything  afloat  in  the  Monongahela.  A  careful  examina- 
tion during  the  low  water  of  the  March  following,  failed  to  show  a  single 
stone  moved,  or  even  chipped. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  gave  the  reasons  why  this  work  had  cost 
more  than  the  original  estimate,  which  was  in  the  main  due  to  the  in- 
crease in  excavation  for  lock  caused  by  the  foundations,  when  uncovered. 
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proving  defective,  necessitating  a  removal  from  tbe  site  first  chosen;  by 
the  extra  cost  for  engineering  and  contingencies,  due  to  the  dilatoriness 
of  the  contractors,  and  by  the  necessfty  of  building  guard-walls  above 
and  below  the  lock,  that  were  not  anticipated  in  the  original  estimate. 

A  careful  re-estimate  compels  me  to  place  the  sum  needed  for  comple- 
tion at  $25,000  instead  of  $20,000,  as  reported  last  year.  I  would 
strongly  urge  the  appropriation  of  at  least  this  sum,  as  our  work  in  its 
present  condition,  so  far  from  being  a  benefit;  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Monongahela,  is  a  serious  hinderance. 

It  is  also  important  to  begin  as  soon  as  possible  the  lock  at  Laurel 
Run,  2  miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Cheat  River.  When  this  lock  and 
dam  is  finished,  (which  is  No.  8  ot  the  series  beginning  at  Pittsburgh,) 
the  Monongahela  Navigation  Company  will  put  in  No.  7,  and  then  there 
will  be  a  complete  slack-water  navigation  from  Pittsburgh  to  Morgan- 
town,  102  miles. 

The  lock  at  Laurel  Run,  with  keeper's  house  and  all  accessories,  will 
cost  about  $115,000,  the  increase  over  the  Hoard's  Rock  lock  being  due 
to  the  greater  depth  and  expense  of  foundations.  I  would  not,  how- 
ever, ask  for  this  sum  at  one  time,  and  therefore  I  only  request  $60,000, 
^hich  is  about  as  much  as  can  be  spent  in  one  year. 

ESTIxMATE. 

For  completion  of  lock  and  dam  at  Hoard's  Rocks ^5,000 

For  lock  at  Laurel  Run 60,000 

Total 85,000 

Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amount  available §37,814  61 

July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 37, 295  07 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 519  54 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing:  project 214, 000  00 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

1879 85,000  00 


T4. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  LITTLE  KANAWHA  RIVER. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  August  14, 1876,  contained  the  follow- 
ing item: 

For  the  remoyal  of  Beaver  and  Nailor  Bend  Rooks,  and  for  cleaning  out  snags 
and  fallen  trees  in  the  Little  Kanawha,  West  Virginia,  seven  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 

This  appropriation  was  made  available  on  the  1st  of  May,  1877. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  it  was  decidfed  to  con- 
tract for  the  removal  of  the  two  rocks,  but  to  do  the  rest  of  the  work 
by  hired  labor  under  the  supervision  of  an  engineer  in  the  service  of  the 
Government. 

Bids  for  removing  the  rocks  are  to  be  opened  on  the  31st  of  the 
present  month,  (July.)  If  the  contractors  comply  with  the  specifications, 
both  rocks  will  be  removed  by  the  16th  of  September. 

Mr,  James  B.  Bell,  assistant  engineer,  was  put  in  charge  of  the  work 
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of  removing  obstructioDS,  with  orders  to  begin  at  Balltown  and  work 
down  stream.  He  left  Cincinnati  for  the  Little  Kanawha  on  the  11th 
of  June.  * 

Up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  improvements  had  been  made  at 
Buffalo  Shoals  and  at  William  Stark's  Island.  Trees,  rocks,  and  snags 
had  also  been  removed  from  the  banks  and  bed  of  the  river  at  various 
places. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  to  June  30: 

Cubic  yards  of  rock  removed 220 

Cubic  yards  of  gravel  and  sand  removed 450 

Number  of  trees  removed 52 

Number  of  snags  removed 29 

Cords  of  drift  removed 6 

Acres  of  land  grubbed 2 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  conveyed  by 
indorsement,  dated  July  2,  on  letter  of  Hon.  Benjamin  Wilson  to  Secre- 
tary of  War,  requesting  that  I  include  in  my  annual  report  such  statis- 
tics as  may  be  obtainable  of  the  commerce  of  the  Little  Kanawha,  I  an- 
nex the  following  letter  from  Mr.  L.  B.  Dellicker,  superintendent  of  the 
Little  Kanawha  Kavigation  Company,  which  company  has  established 
slack-water  from  Parkersburg  to  Spring  Creek,  a  distance  of  43  miles, 
by  means  of  four  locks  and  dams. 

Office  LrrxLE  Kanawha  Navigation  Company, 

Farkershurg,  W,  Va,,  July  6,  1877. 
Dear  Sir:  Yonrs  of  tbe  5th  is  received.    The  year  ending  March  1,  1877,  was  the 
first  of  the  saccessfnl  operation  of  oar  works.    During  that  year  we  passed  388  rafts  of 
logs,  containing  696,000  cabio  feet,  worth  at  this  point  aboat  10  cents  per  foot,  eqaal 

to $69,600  00 

1,162,900  feet  of  sawed  lumber,  at  S20  per  M 23,258  00 

3,406,200  staves  for  oil-barrels,  at  $16  per  M 54,499  20 

57,749  railroad-ties,  at  60  cents  each 34,649  40 

343,000  hoop-poles,  at  $8  per  M 1 2,744  00 

45,050  cubic  feet  of  ship-timber,  at  20  cents  per  foot 9, 010  00 

Value  of  timber  products 193,760  60 

In  addition  to  the  above,  12/268  barrels  of  oil  were  shipped  out,  worth  at  this  point 
about  $3  per  barrel,  $36,804.  The  rafts,  oil-barrels,  staves,  and  oil  were  principally 
manufactured  at  this  place.  The  sawed  lumber  was  shipped  to  New  York,  Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati,  and  other  points  west;  the  railroad-ties  to  the  Pennsylvania,  Cleveland 
and  Pittsburgh,  Cincinnati  Southern,  and  other  railroads  of  the  West.  I  have  myself 
seen  them  in  the  track  of  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  in  New  Jersey.  The  ship- 
timber  was  shipped  from  this  place  via  Baltimore  to  England. 

For  the  first  thrre  months  of  this  year  the  shipments  of  the  various  kinds  of  lumber 
are  fully  double  that  of  the  same  time  reported  above.  There  are  not  less  than  400  log- 
rafts  now  in  the  river  and  its  tributaries  awaiting  a  rise  to  get  to  the  slack-water. 
Contracts  for  over  100,000  feet  of  ship-timber  were  made  this  spring  for  shipment  to 
England,  but  owing  to  the  low  water  the  contractors  were  unable  to  get  the  timber  to 
slack-water  until  too  late  for  shipment  this  spring. 
Yours,  &c.,  • 

L.  B.  Dellicker, 

Supt.  X.  K.  N.  Co. 

Col.  Wm.  E.  Merrill. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  some  of  tbe  timber  grown  oa  the 
Little  Kanawba  is  exporteil  to  Europe,  which  is  also  the  case  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  petroleum  produced. 

The  further  work  required  on  the  Little  Kanawha  is  to  assist  as  far 
as  possible  the  existing  rafting  and  boating  interests  by  continuing  the 
present  work  of  removing  obstructions  from  the  main  river  and  the  West 
Pork,  and  the  construction  of  additional  locks  and  dams  for  the  gradual 
extension  up  stream  of  the  existing  slack-water. 
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For  the  removal  of  obstructions  1  would  ask  for  $5,000.  The  nature 
of  the  work  is  such  that  no  exact  estimate  of  the  amount  required  for 
this  purpose  can  be  made.  Should  the  sum  herein  named  prove  more 
than  is  absolutely  necessary,  the  surplus  may  be  applied  toward  building 
a  lock  and  dam  for  the  radical  improvement  of  the  river. 

In  my  report  of  January  9, 1875,  on  the  survey  of  the  Little  Eanawha 
Biver,  (Beport  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1876,  part  1,  page  740,)  I  estimated 
the  cost  of  a  lock  143  feet  by  23  feet,  with  12^  feet  lift,  on  a  rock  foun- 
dation, at  $40,000.  This  wa«  a  general  estimate,  and  not  based  on  any 
particular  location.  I  would  recommend  the  appropriation  of  this  sum, 
as  it  cannot  differ  much  from  the  true  cost,  and  no  more  accurate  esti- 
mate can  be  made  until  a  definite  location  is  determined  upon  and  the 
site  minutely  examined.    I  therefore  submit  the  following 

ESTIMATE  FOR  FISCAL  TEAR  1878-79. 

For  removiDg  obstructions,  (any  balance  unused  to  go  to  the  lock) $5, 000  00 

For  one  lock 40,000  00 

Total  amount  required 45,000  00 

Money  Statement 

Amount  appropriated  by  act  approved  August  1 4, 1876 $7, 300  00 

July  1, 1877,  outstanding  liabilities 550  00 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 6,750  00 

Amount  (estimated)  required  for  completion  of  existing  project 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  45, 000  00 
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APPENDIX  U, 


ANNUAL  EEPORT  OF  MAJOR  JARED  A.  SMITH,  CORPS  OP 
ENGINEERS,    FOR  THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  30, 

1877. 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

Indianapolis^  Ind.^  July  12,  1877. 
General  :  Herewith  I  transmit  my  report  of  operations  for  improv- 
ing Wabash  River,  Ind.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1877. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jared  a.  Smith, 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers  U,  8.  A. 


Major  of  Engineers, 


IMPROVING  WABASH  RIVER,  INDIANA. 

This  work  was  in  charge  of  Maj.  William  E.  Merrill,  Corps  of  En- 
gineers, until  Jan.  22, 1877 ;  on  andafterthat  date  in  charge  of  Maj.  Jared 
A.  Smith,  Corps  of  Engineers.  Mr.  Fr.  Stein  has  been  employed  as  an 
assistant  engineer  through  the  year. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1876,  the  following  contracts  were  outstanding : 


No. 

Work. 

Contraotors. 

1 

Dam  aoro8A  oat-off  at  New  Hamioii y 

J.  M.  &  B.  B.  Kerr. 

S 

Kook-excaTatiou  at  Warwick's  Rtpple, '..... 

M.  W.  Nolan. 

DAM  ACROSS  NEW  HARMONY  CUT-OFF. 

During  the  entire  summer  and  autumn  months  the  water  continued  at 
an  unusually  high  stage.  In  the  month  of  July,  when  low-water  is 
usually  expected,  a  height  of  more  than  14  feet  was  reached.  The  low- 
est point  attained  during  the  entire  y^ar  was  about  1^  feet  above  usual 
low-water,  and  that  was  for  a  few  days  only. 

The  contractors  were  much  embarrassed  by  constantly  losing  portions 
of  their  work,  and  the  washing  of  banks  was  every  day  rendering  the 
construction  more  difficult. 

The  months  of  July  and  August  were  consumed  in  repairing  injuries, 
and  in  September  and  October  the  cribs  were  extended  across  the  cut- 
off- 

On  the  1st  and  2d  of  November  a  flood  occurred,  which  swept  aw^ay 
a  portion  of  the  completed  crib- work,  and  so  much  discouraged  the  con- 
tractors that  they  refused  to  proceed  further  with  the  work,  unless  re- 
imbursed for  losses  past,  and  secured  from  damages  by  floods  in  future. 
On  this  account,  and  owing  to  imperative  necessity  fbr  completing  the 
work  before  further  destruction  could  follow,  the  contract  of  Messrs. 
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J.  M.  &  E.  B.  Eerr  was  formally  annulled,  and  the  work  was  carried  for. 
ward  by  hired  labor.  AUhoagh  unusual  difficulties  had  been  met,  it  is 
believed  that  had  the  work  been  pushed  forward  with  energy  by  the  con- 
tractors, properly  securing  their  work  as  they  progressed,  it  might  have 
been  completed  during  the  proper  working-season,  and  thus  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  the  embankment  of  earth,  shale,  and  stone,  which 
rested  against  the  cribs  on  the  up-stream  side,  to  settle  into  a  com- 
pact mass  before  being  subjected  to  the  trials  of  high  water  and  ice 
which  occurred  in  the  winter. 

During  the  mouth  of  JS'ovember  the  water  remained  so  high  that  the 
crib-work  carried  away  could  not  be  replaced ;  but  in  December  it  was 
again  completed,  and  the  ballasting,  embankments,  grading,  and  paving 
of  banks  were  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  work  was 
completed  January  17, 1877. 

The  work,  as  completed,  consisted  of  a  line  of  cribs  12  to  15  feet 
wide,  according  to  depth,  the  top  being  12.7  feet  above  the  lowest  parts 
of  the  bottom,  and  6  feet  above  low  water.  Against  the  upper  side  was 
an  embankment  of  earth  and  stony  material  as  high  as  the  cribs,  with 
a  width  on  top  of  10  feet,  and  a  natural  slope  toward  the  water. 

One  end  of  the  dam  rested  against  a  bluff  on^  ledge  of  rock.  The 
other  end  abutted  the  island  bank  of  a  sandy  loam,  which  seemed  to 
melt  like  a  soluble  material  in  contact  with  water.  The  bank  of  the 
island,  both  above  and  below  the  dam,  a  total  distance  of  350  feet,  was 
graded  to  a  slope  of  1  on  2,  and  carefully  paved  above  water,  the  part 
below  water  being  protected  by  a  heavy  riprap  of  stone  thrown  in,  and 
of  course  assuming  a  natural  slope. 

About  a  week  after  the  dam  was  finished  a  considerable  rise  occurred 
in  the  river,  which  overflowed  the  dam  and  caused  some  trifling  injuries, 
which  were  at  once  repaired.  ^ 

Early  in  February  the  river  again  rose,  and  this  time  overflowed  the 
new  dam  to  a  depth  of  nearly  5  feet,  carrying  over  heavy  ice  and  snags. 
In  a  short  time  a  break  occurred  in  the  island  bank  which  could  not  be 
checked,  and  it  resulted  in  a  channel  nearly  200  feet  in  width  around 
the  end  of  the  dam.  This  unfortunate  result  necessarily  changed  much 
of  the  subsequent  work  of  improvement. 

The  channel  which  this  dam  is  designed  to  improve  comprises  a  very 
large  part  of  the  difficnlt  low-water  navigation  between  Mount  Oarmel 
and  the  river's  mouth. 

During  the  short  period  in  which  the  cut-off  was  effectually  closed,  the 
increased  volume  of  water  in  the  main  channel  had  done  excellent  serv- 
ice in  removing  the  bars,  and  pilots  reported  a  depth  of  18  to  20  inches 
greater  than  before. 

In  order  to  avoid,  if  possible,  a  similar  accident  in  future,  a  study  of 
the  break  was  made,  and  in  accordance  with  request  of  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  a  report  explaining  the  causes  was  submitted  under  date  of 
April  4,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

*  *  The  work  was  begun  by  coutractors  in  September,  1875,  and  was  continued 
through  Movember,  when  the  high  water  prevented  further  work  until  September 
1876 ;  meantime  one  or  two  breaks  had  occurred  in  the  parts  which  had  been  done,  and 
as  a  consequence  the  island  bank  had  been  badly  washed. 

In  November,  1876,  owing  to  the  many  difficulties  attending  the  work,  the  contract- 
ors refnsed  to  proceed,  and  their  contract  was  annulled.  It  was  deemed  necessary  to 
complete  the  work  in  order  to  save  what  had  been  done,  and  it  was  therefore  pushed 
forward  by  day's  labor.  The  stage  of  water  and  other  causes  delayed  the  work,  so  that 
it  was  not  completed  until  January  17, 1877,  a  considerable  portion  having  been  done 
in  severest  winter  weather,  and  frozen  earth,  as  a  consequence,  entered  largely  into  the 
embankment.  The  banks  of  the  stream  were  also  deeply  frozen,  as  was  the  water  of 
the  stream  itself. 
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An  a  protection  to  the  island  bank,  it  was  paved  for  some  distance  above  and  below 
the  dam,  bnt  below  the  water-level  only  a  loose  riprap  could  be  placed. 

*  *  It  will  be  observed  that  the  dam  was  constructed  against  and  not  into  the 
bank;  and  in  this  lay,  perhaps,  its  greatest  defect. 

A  rise  in  the  river  to  1  foot  above  the  level  of  the  dam  occurred  immediately  after 
the  work  was  completed,  and  caused  some  slight  damages  which  were  repaired  as  soon 
as  a  foothold  could  be  obtained. 

A  second  rise  to  about  5  feet  above  the  dam  followed  a  few  days  later,  taking  the  ice 
from  the  river,  and  at  the  same  time  the  frost  was  rapidly  leaving  the  earth  and  mak- 
ing it  especially  liable  to  wash.  The  water  and  ice  falling  over  tlie  dam  on  the  island 
slope  soon  tore  away  the  riprap,  and  the  bank  being  of  extremely  loose  material,  the 
pavement  and  end  of  dam  was  undermined,  letting  out  the  stone  of  end  crib.  The 
washing  away  of  adjacent  earth-embankment,  the  tearing  away  of  the  projecting  crib- 
work,  and  the  cutting  into  the  island  were  the  inevitable  resuita.        •        •       * 

In  making  desis^ns  for  again  stopping  the  flow  of  water  every  possible 
precantiou  has  been  taken  to  insure  the  stability  both  of  the  dam  and 
the  island  bank. 

Tte  appropriation  of  $70,000,  dated  August  14, 1876,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  ^he  Wabash  River,  having  been  withheld  from  expenditure  by 
executive  order,  the  balance  available  for  expenditure  previous  to  May 
1,  was  very  small. 

As  the  contract  for  rockexcavation  at  Warwick's  Ripple  was  out- 
standing, and  would,  if  completed  according  to  its  terms,  consume  the 
entire  balance  available  to  pay  amounts  which  would  become  due  the 
contractors,  no  definite  steps  for  renewing  work  at  New  Harmony  Out-off 
could  be  taken. 

Early  in  May  notice  was  received  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  au- 
thorized the  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  of  $70,000,  and  steps  were 
at  once  taken  to  proceed  with  the  work. 

The  land  which  had  been  owned  next  the  dam,  on  the  island,  by  the 
United  States  had  been  entirely^washed  away.  The  owner  of  the 
island  persistently  refused  to  sell  any  of  his  lands  or  material,  or  in  any 
way  permit  their  use  in  constructing  the  dam,  unless  the  work  was  lo- 
cated at  the  head  of  the  cut-off,  which  could  not  be  recommended  on 
account  of  the  largely-increased  cost  it  would  entail. 

As  other  points  of  importance  were  to  be  considered,  a  request  was 
made  for  a  Board  of  Engineers  to  decide  the  points  in  question.  The 
Board  of  Engineers  met  in  Indianapolis,  June  18,  and  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine the  site  of  the  work.  After  deliberation,  it  was  decided  to  ap- 
prove the  recommendation  from  this  office,  that  the  flow  be  stopped  by 
prolonging  the  remaining  part  of  dam  across  the  break. 

The  method  proposed  for  securing  the  banks  from  injury  was  also 
essentially  adopted. 

A  small  party  was  employed  in  May  and  June  cutting  logs  and  quar- 
rying stone  in  order  that  the  material  may  be  ready  as  soon  as  the  river 
subsides  sufBciently  to  put  the  work  in  position. 

WARWICK'S  RIPPLE. 

The  contractor  for  rock-excavation  at  this  place  made  no  serious  at- 
tempts to  carry  on  the  work,  owing  to  the  unfavorable  stage  of  water, 
which  would  probably  have  caused  considerable  loss  bad  he  attempted 
work.  For  this  reason  the  contract,  which  would  otherwise  have  ex- 
pired December  1, 1876,  was  extended  until  December  1,  1877. 

At  this  time  the  water  still  remains  at  an  unusually  high  stage,  and 
as  no  steps  are  being  taken  to  carry  on  the  work,  it  seems  probable  that 
the  contract  may  fail.  The  work  is  not,  however,  regarded  as  impor- 
tant, and  as  no  payments  have  been  made,  the  Government  will  not  be 
a  loser. 
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LITTLE  CHAIN. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  points  for  low-wat>er  navigation,  as  a 
ledge  of  rock  extends  across  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance,  at  a 
place  where  there  is  a  short  bend  in  the  river.  To  make  the  channel 
navigable  at  all  stages  of  water,  would  be  both  difficult  and  expensive. 

During  the  last  year,  some  work  was  done  clearing  away  trees  and 
snags,  with  reference  to  turning  the  current  through  the  cut-off.  The 
distance  through  the  cut-off  is  a  little  shorter  than  by  the  main  channel, 
but  now  requires  a  very  short  turn  to  enter  the  head  of  it  from  the  river. 
In  fact,  before  the  recent  operations,  a  considerable  point  of  laud  had 
formed  above  the  head  of  the  cut-off,  so  that  the  water  for  a  short  dis- 
tance nearly  reversed  the  direction  in  which  it  had  flowed  before  enter- 
ing. 

In  December,  after  the  dredges  Ohio  and  Oswego,  belonging  to  the 
Government,  had  completed  their  work  on  the  Ohio  River  for  the  season, 
they  were  sent  up  to  the  Wabash  River  with  the  intention  of  opening 
the  head  of  the  cut-off  before  navigation  should  be  closed  by  freezing. 
Before  they  reached  their  destination,  however,  the  river  began  freezing, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  find  a  refuge  in  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Wa- 
bash River,  where  they  remained  until  the  ice  left  the  river,  early  in 
February,  1877.  They  were  then  towed  to  the  head  of  Little  Chain  cut- 
off, and  the  work  of  dredging  was  begun. 

The  river  fell  steadily  during  the  mouth,  and  it  was  feared  that  if  the 
dredges  were  detained  too  long,  they  might  be  kept  there  until  later 
rises  would  permit  their  passing  over  the  reef,  and  they  were  therefore 
returned  to  the  Ohio  River  about  the  last  of  February.  A  further 
reason  for  not  continuing  the  work  further  at  that  time  was,  that  the 
effects  of  the  increased  flow  through  (Jie  cut-off  might  be  observed,  as  it 
was  considered  probable  that  a  large  portion  of  the  cutting  might  be 
done  by  the  water  itself  when  once  well  started.  The  dredges  were  in 
charge  of  Mr.  B.  J.  Carpenter,  assistant  engineer.  The  steamer  Ella 
Layman  was  employed  to  tow  the  dredges  and  scows.  In  order  to  turn 
the  current  as  much  as  possible  into  the  cut-off,  the  material  dredged 
was  dumped  on  the  opposite  shore  of  the  river,  and  a  short  distance 
above. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  accomplished : 

Cubic  yards  of  earth  excavated  and  removed 14,125.5 

Logs  and  snags  dag  oat  and  removed .  .^ 226 

Of  these  snags  the  largest  was  45  feet  long,  and  averaging  47  inches 
in  diameter.  Its  estimated  weight  was  about  16  tons.  The  others  were 
of  various  sizes,  weighing  from  i  ton  to  6  tons. 

The  point  at  the  head  of  the  cut-off  was  dredged  away  so  that  a  boat 
can  enter  by  turning  through  somewhat  less  than  a  right  angle. 

If  dredges  can  be  procured,  it  is  proposed  to  continue  work  at  the 
head,  and  also  to  remove  snags,  and  dredge  a  few  small  bars  in  the  cat- 
off. 

STJRVBTS. 

No  regular  surveys  were  made  during  the  year.  Owing  to  certain 
points  in  question  regarding  boundaries  of  United  States  property  at 
Grand  Rapids,  a  resurvey  has  been  made.  Examinations  for  special 
purposes  have  been  made  in  New  Harmony  cut-off'  and  Little  Ghain 
cutoff. 

In  the  office,  maps  have  been  completed  from  the  field-notes  of  former 
surveys. 
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Plans  for  this  work  have  received  considerable  attention,  and  most  of 
the  features  have  been  designed.  No  work  has,  however,  been  com- 
menced, and  it  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  begin  this  constraccion  n-ntil 
it  can  be  seen  whether  the  necessary  appropriations  will  be  n^ade. 

WATEB  GAUGES. 

Daily  records  of  the  stage  of  water  have  been  kept  at  Vincennes, 
Moant  Garmel,  and  the  Grand  Chain. 

The  work  proposed  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year  consists  in  stopping  the 
flow  through  New  Harmony  cut-off,  excavating  at  Warwick's  Ripple,  com- 
pleting dredging  and  dikes  at  Grand  Chain,  turning  current  and  chan- 
nel through  Little  Chain  ctt^off,  and  such  other  improvements  as  may, 
upon  survey,  be  found  necessary  to  improve  the  navigation  below  the 
Grand  Eapids,  and  the  commencement  of  work  on  the  lock  at  Grand 
Bapids  is  probable.    Special  surveys  are  also  contemplated. 

APPEOPBIATIONS. 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $70,000.  This  being 
withheld  from  expenditure  by  executive  order  until  the  present  working 
season,  the  amount  remains  available  for  expenditure  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

ESTIMATE  FOE  1878-1879. 

The  following  estimate  has  been  submitted  with  the  last  two  annual 
reports,  and  is  repeated  here,  viz : 

For  rebailding  Grand  Rapids  look $130,000 

For  engineeriug  and  contlDgeDcioa 15,000 

145,000 
Money  statement 

July  1,  1876,  amonnt  available 134,114  88 

AmouDt  appropriated  by  act  approved  Aagast  14,  1876 70,000  00 

104, 114  88 
July  1, 1877,  amount  expended  during  fiscal  year 18,435  27 

July  1, 1877,  amount  available 85,679  61 

Amount  that  can  be  profitably  expended  in  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1879.  100, 000  00 


APPENDIX. 

The  portion  of  the  river  now  being  improved  is  comprised  in  the  part 
forming  the  boundary  between  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

The  collection-district  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  is  the  first  district  of  Indiana. 
The  nearest  port  of  entry  is  Evansville,  Indiana. 

The  amount  of  revenue  collected  at  the  nearest  port  of  entry  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  is — 
(No  reply  has  been  received  to  request  for  information.) 

The  amount  of  commerce  which  will  be  benefited  by  improving  the 
Wabash  Eiver,  is  entirely  a  matter  of  conjecture. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


x>t9iuw  tuc  \7r<iuu  jxcipiuH,  ue»r  iyiouiiij  v>»riiiei,  »iiu  i/ue  inuutu  or  ine 
White  Eiver,  there  is  a  very  large  amount  of  produce  and  live  stock, 
for  which  the  only  convenient  outlet  is  by  river  navigation. 

1%  has  thus  far  been  impracticable  to  obtain  exact  statistics  on  the 
subject,  but  it  is  undoubtedly  sufficient  to  make  the  improvements  con- 
templated^ below  the  Grand  Eapids,  of  considerable  importance. 

It  is  only  in  very  high  water  that  these  rapids  can  be  safely  passed 
without  the  contemplated  lock  and  dam.  This  reason  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  general  traffic  on  the  river  above  that  point. 

The  numerous  railroads  crossing  the  river,  and  others  essentially  par- 
allel to  its  course,  must  necessarily  compete  with  navigation  for  trans- 
porting productions,  and,  as  the  railroads  are  available  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year,  they  will  carry  a  large  part  of  the  freight. 

The  Saint  Louis  and  Southeastern  Railroad  crosses  the  river  near  the 
Grand  Chain.  The  New  Albany  and  Saint  Louis  Railroad  crosses  at 
Mount  Oarmel ;  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  crosses  at  Yincennes. 
The  latter  point  is  also  reached  by  the  Indianapolis  and  Yincennes  Rail- 
road, Evansville  and  Crawford sville  Railroad,  and  Cairo  and  Yincennes 
Railroad ;  the  two  last-named  being  nearly  parallel  with  the  river. 

At  Terre  Haute  the  river  is  crossed  by  two  or  more  railroads,  while 
several  others  radiate  from  the  same  point. 

The  river  is  four  times  crossed  between  Terre  Haute  and  La  Fayette, 
at  which  point  several  roads  find  a  center.  Above  this  jwiut  the  ques- 
tion of  navigation  need  not  be  considered. 

Some  years  since  a  canal  extended  from  Lake  Brie,  at  Toledo,  to  the 
Ohio  River,  at  Evansville,  following,  for  most  of  the  distance,  the  valley 
of  the  Wabash  River.  During  a  number  of  years  past  the  canal  has 
been  entirely  abandoned,  below  La  Fayette,  and  only  serves  a  very  small 
interest  above  that  point.  Its  decline  is  probably  due  to  the  increase 
of  railroad  facilities. 

About  thirty  years  ago  a  lock  and  dam  were  built  at  the  Grand  Rapids, 
and  although  but  few  other  improvements  were  made  on  the  river,  the 
tolls  formed  a  source  of  large  dividends  to  the  navigation  company. 
As  many  as  230  steamboats  passed  the  lock  in  a  single  season,  and  large 
numbers  were  engaged  in  the  traffic  below  the  lock. 

Although  the  population  and  productions  rapidly  increased,  the  river 
commerce  constantly  declined,  until  the  company  owning  the  improve- 
ments, could  no  longer  afford  to  keep  them  in  repair ;  and  the  only  thing 
which  gave  any  value  to  the  stock  of  the  company  was  the  lands  they 
had  acquired. 

To  ascertain,  as  far  as  possible,  what  amount  of  commerce  will  be 
benefited  by  constructing  a  lock  and  dam  at  the  Grand  Rapids,  a  circu- 
lar-letter was  sent  to  various  gentlemen  known  to  be  interesteid  in  the 
business  of  towns  near  the  river.  It  was  ascertained  that  at  present 
there  are  only  two  small  boats  plying  on  the  river  above  the  Grand 
Rapids.  A  variety  of  opinions  were  received  regarding  the  prospective 
commerce  which  would  follow  the  improvement  of  the  channels,  some 
regarding  the  day  of  navigation  on  the  river,  to  any  general  extent,  as 
past,  while  others  were  equally  sanguine  that  a  large  amount  of  naviga- 
tion would  arise  to  reap  benefit  from  improving  the  river. 

The  commerce  of  the  river,  above  the  Grand  Rapids,  is  now  too  small 
to  be  worth  considering. 

The  markets  at  New  Orleans  and  elsewhere,  which  formerly  attracted 
the  produce  of  this  section,  have  so  changed  that  most  of  the  freight 
now  goes  in  other  directions  and  by  other  channels. 

An  increased  depth  of  water  in  the  mouth  of  theMississippi  River 
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may  tend  to  re-open  the  marketa,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  former 
shipments  by  the  river  can  ever  be  fully  resumed. 

In  order  to  enable  the  United  States  to  procure  the  lands  necessary 
for  any  works  of  construction  in  improving  rivers  within  or  bordering 
on  this  State,  the  subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  State  leg- 
islature. The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  enactment  approved  March  5, 
1877: 

AN  ACT  to  give  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  acqnirement  by  the  United  States,  either 
by  pnrchase  or  condemnation,  of  lands  within  this  State  required  for  the  improvement  of  tne  Ohio 
and  Wabash  rivers,  and  to  cede  jorisdiction  over  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  General  Aseemhly  of  the  State  of  Indiana^  That  the  con- 
sent of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  given  to  the 
purchase  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the  authority  of  the  same, 
of  any  tract,  piece,  or  parcel  of  land^  from  any  individual  or  individuals,  bodies  politic 
or  corporate,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  or  Wabash  rivers  within  the  limits  of  this  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  locks,  dams,  abutments,  lock-keepers' dwellings,  or 
other  structures  which  may  be  necessary  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the 
said  rivers ;  and  all  deeds,  conveyances  of  title-papers  for  the  same,  shall  be  recorded, 
as  in  other  cases,  upon  the  land-records  of  the  county  in  which  the  lands  so  conveyed 
may  be ;  the  consent  herein  and  hereby  given  being  in  accordance  with  the  seventeenth 
clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  acts  of  Congress  in  said  cases  made  and  provided. 

Sec.  2.  J3e  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  of  failure  of  the  United  States  to  agree 
with  the  owner  or  owners  of  anv  such  lands  as  the  United  States  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  purposes  named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  within  this  State,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  United  States  to  apply  for  the  condemnation  of  such  land,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  acres  in  any  one  place,  by  petition  to  any  judge  of  a  court  of  record  of  this 
State  in  or  nearest  to  the  county  w'nere  the  land  may  m  situated,  either  in  term  time 
or  vacation,  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  application  bavins  been  first  duly 
given  by  publication  for  thirty  days  nrior  to  the  day  of  such  application  in  some 
newspaper  of  general  circulation  published  in  the  county  where  the  land  lies,  or  if  the 
owner  or  owners  reside  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  by  personal  service  upon  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  land,  at  least  twenty  days  prior  to  such  application,  and  thereupon  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  such  judge  to  appoint  three  disinterested  freeholders  of  the  county, 
where  such  land  lies,  as  commissioners,  and  having  been  first  duly  sworn  to  well  ana 
duly  appraise  the  damages  due  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  land  so  proposed  to  be 
taken,  shall  report  in  writing  such  damages  to  the  said  judge,  the  amount  of  damages 
to  be  paid  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  land,  which  report,  upon  confirmation  by 
said  judee,  shall  be  held  final  and  binding  upon  such  owner  or  owners,  and  upon  the 
amount  being  paid  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  land,  the  title  of  said  land  shall  vest 
in  the  United  States,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  right  of  assessment  and  taxation 
is  hereby  ceded  to  the  United  States,  over  any  lands  acquired  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  and  over  the  buildings  or  property  tnereon. 

Src.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  in  such  manner  as 
to  debar  or  hinder  the  process  of  any  court  or  judge  of  this  State  from  running  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  lands  so  acquired  by  the  united  States  [or]  over  any  part  of 
such  land  for  any  longer  time  than  the  said  lands  shall  be  used  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  4.  Whereas  an  emergency  exists  for  the  Immediate  taking  effect  of  this  act, 
therefore  the  same  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  on  and  after  its  passage. 

43  E 
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EEP0RT8  ON  TRANSPOETATION-EOUTES  TO  THE  SEA- 

BOAED. 

third  division  of  the  central  transportation-route. 

United  States  Enoineeb  Offioe, 

Baltimore^  Md.j  November  10, 1876. 
General  :  Early  in  Jane,  1874,  instractions  were  received  from  yon, 
from  which  the  following  extract  is  made  :  , 

The  river  and  harbor  act,  approved  Jane  23, 1874,  contains  an  appropriation  for  snr- 
Teys  and  estimates  for  the  improvements  recommended  by  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Transportation-Rontes  to  the  Seaboard  npon  fonr  routes  indicated  in  the  report  of  said 
committee,  to  be  expended  in  such  manner  as  will  secure  the  greatest  amount  of  exact 
information  for  each  of  said  rentes. 

The  survey  of  that  portion  of  the  central  route  desifj^ated  as  ''  a  connection  by  canal, 
or  a  freight-railway,  rcom  the  Ohio  River  or  Eanahwa  River,  near  Charleston,  by  the 
shortest  and  most  practicable  route  through  West  Virginia,  to  tide- water  in  Virginia,^ 
Is  assigned  to  you. 

A  preliminary  report  was  submitted  January  13, 1875.  Beports  on 
the  sabject  of  the  proposed  freight-railway  will  be  found  therewith  from 
Mr.  H.  D.  Whitcomb  and  Mr.  0.  P.  Manning.  No  additional  informs- 
tion  has  been  since  procured  as  to  the  freight-railway. 

The  surveys  for  the  water-line  were  made  in  J.874,  under  the  personal 
supervision  of  Lieut  Thomas  Turtle,  Oorps  of  Engineers,  and  Mr.  N.  H. 
Button,  assistant  engineer.  'Sd  reports  from  these  gentlemen  accom- 
panied the  report  of  January  13, 1875,  for  reasons  therein  stated.  Since 
that  time  the  preparation  of  maps,  estimates,  &c.,  has  been  carried  on 
in  connection  with  the  current  labors  of  this  office.  In  these  labors 
Lieutenant  Maguire,  Corps  of  Engineers,  assisted  Lieutenant  Turtle 
most  zealously  until  his  detail  to  the  staff  of  General  Terry,  for  service 
in  the  Indian  country.  It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  introduce  here 
the  names  of  all  the  gentlemen  who  assisted  so  efficiently  in  the  surveys 
and  in  the  office,  as  they  are  placed  upon  the  maps. 

Quite  full  reports  from  Lieutenant  Turtle  and  Mr.  Button  are  hereto 
appended,  accompanied  by  estimates  in  detail  and  illustrative  maps  and 
other  drawings.  These  relate  to  the  summit  division,  the  Greenbrier 
division,  and  the  New  Elver  division. 

A  location  for  the  long  tunnel  at  the  summit  was  made  by  Mr.  Will- 
iam E.  Button  in  1870.  When  this  subject  was  under  consideration 
by  the  Board  of  Engineers  of  1874,  of  which  Bvt.  M^.  Gen.  J.  G.  Bar- 
nard, colonel  of  engineers,  was  president,  he  suggested  the  examination 
of  a  tunnel-line  from  Brush  Greek  to  Boward's  Greek,  or  to  the  Green- 
brier Eiver,  for  reasons  stated  by  him.  Surveys  of  both  these  lines 
were  made  under  Lieutenant  Turtle's  immediate  supervision.  Bis  inter- 
esting report  and  maps  indicate  the  details  of  the  surveys  and  the  re- 
sults. 

Be  discusses  quite  fully  the  cross-section,  interior  arrangement,  ven- 
tilation, &c.,  of  the  tunnel,  the  methods  of  towing  by  animal-power  or 
by  steam,  the  use  of  a  chain  or  cable  in  towing,  the  kind  of  fuel,  the 
passage  of  boats  singly  or  in  fleets,  the  elevation  of  the  tunnel  above 
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tide,  the  advantages  of  the  several  locations  as  to  shafting,  &c.,  the 
debouches,  the  rate  of  execution,  the  arrangements  for  feeding,  &c. 

Surveys  were  also  made,  under  Lieutenant  Turtle's  supervision,  down 
the  Greenbrier  Biver,  resulting  in  locations  and  estimates  for  a  slack- 
water  navigation  or  an  independent  canal. 

The  survey  of  the  Kew  Eiver  division  was  made  under  the  personal 
direction  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Hutton,  with  a  view  to  a  location  and  estimates 
for  slack-water  navigation,  as  well  as  for  an  independent  canal.  The 
shortening  of  the  line  by  cut-off  tunnels  was  also  considered. 

For  the  cost  of  the  enlargement  of  the  James  Eiver  Canal  from  Rich- 
mond to  its  present  terminus,  (Buchanan,)  and  its  proposed  extension 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  Fork  feun,  according  to  the  location  of  Mr.  Lor- 
raine, reliance  is  still  placed  upon  the  estimates  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Turpin,  an 
abstract  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  on  the  water-line  of  Jan- 
uary 27, 187 1.   The  detailed  estimates  of  Mr.  Turpin  are  appended  hereto. 

In  the  report  of  January  13, 1875,  brief  mention  was  made  of  the 
Great  Kanawha  Biver  as  a  part  of  the  central  water-line.  In  March, 
1875,  there  was  an  appropriation  by  Congress  of  $300,000  for  its  im- 
provement, and  a  second  one  of  $270,000,  August  14, 1876.  A  special 
report  on  that  improvement,  by  the  superintending  engineer,  dated  April 
30, 1875,  and  a  report  of  a  Board  of  Engineers,  dated  May  25, 1875,  may 
be  found  in  part  2  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1875,  beginning  at  page  89. 

The  work  contracted  for  under  the  appropriations  mentioned  above, 
is  in  pursuance  of  the  plan  of  improvement  recommended  by  the  Board, 
viz,  of  large  locks,  with  movable  dams,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to 
Paint  Creek,  and  permanent  dams  at  and  above  that  point. 

A  good  map  of  the  Kanawha  has  been  in  existence  for  some  years, 
made  by  Mr.  Byers,  from  his  own  surveys  in  1866.  Other  examinations 
have  been  made  of  portions  of  the  river,  by  EUet,  Gill,  Lorraine,  and 
others.  In  1873  and  1874,  special  additional  surveys  were  made  by  Mr, 
A.  M.  Scott,  whose  report  is  herewith,  ae<K>mpanied  by  estimates.  A 
special  report  by  Mr.  William  B.  Button  is  also  appended. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  estimates  taken  from  the  appended 
reports : 

Hr.  Torpin's  estimate  for  enlarging  tbe  existing;  James  River  Canal  as  far 
as  Bnchanan,  its  present  terminns,  and  for  constructing  extension  tbenoe 
to  the  month  of  Fork  Rnn,  according  to  the  location  of  Mr.  Lorraine,  is.  $14,791, 000 

Dednct  cost  of  lock  and  ship-lock  at  Richmond 1,300,000 

Total  from  Richmond  to  east  end  summit  division 13, 481 ,  000 

Summit  division.  Lieutenant  Turtle's  estimate 16, 3S7, 000 

Anthony's  Creek  reservoir,  Lorraine's  estimate j 300,000 

Total  firom  Richmond  to  west  end  of  summit  division 30, 168, 000 

For  the  slack- water  project,  Greenbrier  division,  Lieutenant  Turtle 6, 251, 000 

New  River,  Mr.  Hutton 11,427,000 

Removing  bowldwsin  New  River,  Mr.  Harris* S60, 000 

Kanawha  division 4,000,000 

Total 52,106.000 

*  The  total  estimate  of  Mr.  Harris  for  removing  bowlders  from  the  bed  of 

New  River  is $307,385 

From  this,  in  order  to  know  the  proper  sum  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Hutton's 
^slack- water  estimate,  must  be  deducted  the  amount  estimated  as  neoessary 
lor  clearing  the  river  in  places  where  the  line  is  not  located  in  the  open 
river.    This  amount  is 46,875 

Total , 260.510 
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For  the  iDdependent  oaual : 

From  Richmond  to  west  end  of  summit  division,  as  before |30, 168, 000 

Greenbrier  division,  Lieutenant  Turtle 4, 7ft5, 000 

New  River  division,  Mr.  Hutton 20, 650,000 

Kanawha  division 4,000,000^ 

Total 59.583,000 

The  estimates  are  very  fall,  and  it  may  be  confidently  expected  tbat 
the  cost  of  the  work,  if  execated,  will  be  less  than  the  estimate,  if  money 
be  provided  as  fast  as  needed  for  economical  progress.* 

Should  this  water-line  ever  be  opened,  it  would  doubtless  only  be  after 
a  careful  revision  of  the  whole  subject  by  a  board  of  engineers.  It  seems 
superfluous,  therefore,  to  do  more  now  than  put  on  record  a  few  general 
statements. 

The  careful  surveys  and  estimates  made  since  the  report  of  the  board 
of  engineers,  dated  March  18, 1874,  prove  the  correctness  of  the  opinion 
expressed  in  the  following  resolution,  unanimously  agreed  to : 

Rwolved,  Tbat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  board,  it  is  entirely  practicable  to  connect  the 
waters  of  the  James  and  Ohio  Rivers  by  a  water-navigation  of  seven  feet  depth. 

It  will  be  interesting  also  to  recur  to  another  resolution  of  the  same 
board,  which  was  agreed  to  by  four  of  its  five  members : 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  water-line  by  the  James  River  and 
Kanawha  ronte,  with  seven  feet  depth,  may  be  completed  in  six  years  at  a  cost  of  not 
more  than  $60,000,000,  allowing  an  unusually  broad  margin  for  contingencies  which 
cannot  be  accurately  measured.  The  cost  mav  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  withia 
$55,000,000,  and  possibly  will  not  exceed  $50,000,000. 

The  existence  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Bailroad  has  added  greatly 
to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  water-line.  The  building  of  another  railroad 
along  the  New  and  Greenbrier  Elvers  would  probably  make  the  cost  of 
the  water-line  so  great  as  to  be  prohibitory  of  its  construction. 

As  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal,  as  a  proposed  substitute  for  the  central  water-line  by  way 
of  the  James,  Greenbrier,  New,  and  Kanawha  Eivers,  it  seemed  proper 
to  compare  the  two  as  to  their  respective  features.  Accordingly  Lieu- 
tenant Turtle  has,  at  my  request,  prepared  a  comparative  statement, 
which  is  appended  hereto. 

Objection  having  been  made  by  some  parties  to  the  proposed  improve- 
ment of  the  Ohio  Biver  by  locks  and  dams,  and  the  same  having  nearly 
as  much  pertinence  to  the  similar  improvements  of  the  Great  Kanawha 
Biver,  a  forcible  reply  thereto  (devoid  of  professional  technicalities  and 
therefore  suited  to  the  people  generally)  is  appended  hereto,  which  ap- 
peared in  the  columns  of  the  Pittsburgh  Commercial. 

The  original  report  of  McNeil,  of  1828,  on  the  water-line,  must  always 
be  of  great  interest  and  value  in  the  study  of  the  subject  of  which  it 
treats.  As  it  is  nearly  unobtainable  at  present,  a  copy  is  appended  to 
this  report,  in  the  hope  that  it  may  thus  be  put  again  in  print  For  the 
same  reason  are  added  copies  of  special  reports  on  the  Great  Kanawha, 
by  Mr.  John  A.  Byers,  dated  February  1  and  10, 1868,  and  copies  of  re- 
ports in  January  and  October,  1852,  by  Mr.  £.  Lorraine,  on  his  survey 
of  the  summit-level. 

The  United  States  having  begun  the  improvement  of  the  Great  Kana- 
wha Biver  by  locks  and  dams,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  certain  rights 
and  privileges  have  been  granted,  under  the  laws  of  Virginia  and  West 
Virginia,  to  a  board  or  company,  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the 

*'  The  details  of  the  estimates  are  omitted,  but  are  to  be  fonnd  in  the  records  of  the 
Eogineer  Bureau,  with  the  maps  and  note-books  relating  to  this  subject. 
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Kanawha,  the  collection  of  tolls  on  navigation,  &c.  Copies  of  these 
laws,  &c.,  as  far  as  known  to  me,  are  herewith. 

In  this  connection,  the  enactment  is  snggested  for  application  to  the 
Kanawha  of  a  law  similar  in  its  provisions  to  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved March  3, 1875,  <<  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wis- 
consin Kivers  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,"  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith. 

Very  mach  has  been  written  concerning  the  central  water-line.  Those 
who  wish  to  stndy  the  sabject  are  advised  to  consult,  in  addition  to  the 
papers  appended  hereto,  the  following,  which  are  in  print : 

1.  Beport  dated  January  27, 1871,  and  attached  papers ;  (see  Ex.  Doc. 
No.  110,  House  of  Representatives,  Forty-first  Congress,  third  session ;) 
also,  printed  in  part  in  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1871,  begin- 
ning at  page  624. 

2.  lieports,  dated  December  12, 1872,  and  April  11, 1873.  (See  Annual 
Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers,  1873,  beginning  at  page  828.) 

3.  Report  dated  March  18, 1874.  (See  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  En- 
gineers, 1874,  part  2,  beginning  at  page  86.) 

4.  Report  of  the  select  Committee  on  Transportation-Routes  to  the 
Seaboard,  with  appendix  and  evidence,  being  Senate  Report  307,  parts 
1, 2,  and  3,  Forty-third  Congress,  first  session. 

5.  From  page  87  to  98,  part  2,  Annual  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers, 
1875. 

6.  Report  of  January  13, 1875,  printed  in  Senate  Ex.  Doc.  19,  part  2, 
Forty-third  Congress,  second  session,  and  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,  part  2,  beginning  at  page  631. 

7.  Ellet's  report  on  the  Great  Kanawha,  1858. 

8.  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1876. 
RepectfuUy  submitted. 

Wm.  p.  Ceaiohill, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humpheets, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OP  DISTANCES,  ETC.,  RELATIVE  TO  THE  CENTRAL  WATER- 
LINE  AND  THE  CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL,  BY  LIEUTENANT  THOMAS  TURTLE, 
CORPS  OF  ENGINEERS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  16, 1876. 

Major  :  According  to  yoar  reqncBt,  I  submit  the  following  comparative  statement 
of  distances,  ^c,  relative  to  the  central  water-line  and  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

The  horizontal  distances  are  from  the  following  authorities : 

Richmond  to  City  Point.— Coast  Survey  map. 

City  Point  to  Newport  News.    ) 

Newport  News  to  Capes. 

Newport  News  to  Georgetown. 

Newport  News  to  Baltimore. 

Georgetown  to  Baltimore. 

Point  Pleasant  to  Bichmond.— From  the  varions  surveys  and  reports  of  the  James 
Biver  and  Kanawha  Canal ;  of  the  central  water-line,  and  reports  on  the  Kanawha. 

Pittsburgh  to  Georgetown. — Reports  on  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

Pittsburgh  to  Cairo.— Reports  on  Ohio  River. 

Cairo  to  Saint  Paul.— Reports  on  Mississippi  River,  and  report  of  Senate  Committee 
on  Transportation. 

Cleveland  to  Portsmouth.— From  report  of  Senate  Committee  on  Transportation. 


State  map  of  Virginia. 
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680  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF  ENGINEERS. 

Table  No.  2  shows  the  total  lift  (ascending  and  descending)  between  certain  points. 

Table  No.  2. 

Feet. 

Pittsburgh  to  Georgetown  via  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  about •  3, 187 

Point  Pleasant  to  Pittsbnrgh 495 

Parkersburg  to  Pittsburgh 138. 6 

Marrietta  to  Pittsburgh 132,2 

Point  Pleasant  to  Richmond 2,911 

Point  Pleasant  to  Parkersburg 48. 5 

Point  Pleasant  to  Marietta 55.3 

Table  No.  3  shows  the  equated  distances  between  those  points  affected  by  the  two 
lines,  (Central,  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio.) 

The  Central  is  intended,  at  the  outset,  to  be  operated  by  steam.  The  experiences  of 
Jthe  William  Baxter  steam  canal-boat  on  the  Erie  Canal  indicate  that  with  steam  one 
minute  to  each  foot  of  lift  is  an  ample  allowance  of  time  in  equating  distance,  and 
such  boats,  when  fi^eed  from  the  petty  and  unjustifiable  annoyances  and  hinderances 
put  upon  them  by  horse-boats,  will  be  able  to  make  three  miles  an  hour  when  fally 
under  way,  without  injury  to  the  banks. 

I  estimate  that  the  summit-tunnel  of  the  Central  line  (single  width,  with  turnouts 
for  fleets)  will  cause  an  average  delav  of  19|  miles — say  20  miles. 

Colonel  Sedgwick  estimates  that  the  uao  of  the  nroposed  i>lane8  on  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  will  save  52  miles  in  equated  distance.  On  the  basis  supplied  by  the  above, 
the  equated  distances  of  Table  3  are  compiled.  The  horizontal  distances  corrected  for 
lift  are  increased  b^  20  miles  for  the  Central  line  and  diminished  by  50  miles  for  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  the  2  miles  additional  saved  by  the  planes  being  supposed  to  be 
lost  in  the  summit-level. 
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From  this  table  the  foHowiag  d^aotions  are  drawn :  If  the  capes  of  Virginia  be  the 
objective  point,  the  shortest  line  for  all  points  west  of  Point  Pleasant  will  be  via  cen- 
tral water-line.  Difference  in  favor  of  central,  160  milei>.  Same  if  New  York  be  the 
objective  point.  If  a  port  on  tide- water  ( Georgetown  for  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  or  Bich- 
mond  for  central)  be  the  objective,  108  miles  is  saved  by  the  central  for  all  points  west 
of  Point  Pleasant.  If  Baltimore  be  the  objective,  42  miles  is  saved  to  all  points  west 
of  Point  Pleasant  by  the  central.  If  a  port  on  Hampton  Roads  (say  Newport  News) 
be  the  objective,  the  distance  saved  to  all  points  west  of  Point  Pleasant  by  the  central 
is  190  miles. 

On  the  central  water-line  it  may  be  advisable  to  adopt  one  or  two  donble-track 
planes  (or  a  hydraulic  life)  at  the  eastern  approach  to  the  tnnnel,  instead  of  the  two 
flights  of  locks.  (Vertical  distance  to  be  overcome,  64  feet.)  According  to  Migor  Mer- 
rill's report,  the  plane  at  Georgetown,  overcoming  a  lift  of  36  feet,  will  cost  aboat 
$100,000.  The  boats  on  the  central  will  be  much  larger  than  those  in  present  use  on 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  If  we  suppose  two  planes  at  the  eastern  approach  to 
the  snmmit-tunnel  of  the  central  to  cost  $200,000,  the  saving  in  estimated  cost  would 
be  $126,308.57.  A  plane  or  vertical  lift  might  be  used  at  Richmond  instead  of  the  flight 
of  locks. 

On  the  Greenbrier  division  it  might  be  advisable  to  place  one  plane  below  Alderson, 
changing  the  location  as  at  present  made  to  the  following:  Leaving  dam  No.  11  with 
canal-bottom  at  the  elevation  1,602,  as  at  present,  and  keeping  this  elevation  till  the 
head  of  the  flats  opposite  Alderson  is  reacned,  and  then  by  a  plane  overcome  the  lift 
of  52  feet,  six  locks  wonld  be  saved.  I  presnme  the  excavation  wonid  be  abont  the 
same  as  now  estimated  by  Inolnding  that  for  the  locks.  The  six  locks,  exclusive  of 
excavation,  wonld  cost  about  $144,0^. 

Colonel  Sedgwick  estimates  the  cost  of  a  plane  of  64  feet  lift  at  $43,331.75,  which 

Major  Merrill  doubles,  on  acconnt  of  the  experience  at  Georgetown.    It  may  be,  then, 

0  that  the  plane  of  52  feet  lift  wonld  cost  one-half  as  much  as  the  locks,  and  a  saving  of 

$72,000  wonld  be  made.    These  locks  are  single,  and  will  have  to  be  doubled,  without 

doubt,  when  the  trade  of  the  line  is  develop^. 

It  may  be  that  a  plane  wonld  be  advisable  in  the  line  round  the  Great  Bend,  bat  our 
data  are  not  sufficient  to  permit  a  recommendation  to  be  made. 

If  the  higher  summit  (McNeilFs)  should  be  adopted,  it  might  be  that  several  planes 
would  be  advisable  in  overcoming  the  lift  from  the  tnnnel  to  the  mouth  of  Fork  Run, 
(abont  288  feet.)  I  doubt  if  the  use  of  planes  would  be  advisable  between  the  western 
portal  of  this  tunnel  and  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek,  on  account  of  the  quite  gradual 
fall  (compared  with  Fork  Run  Valley)  between  these  points.  The  total  lift  to  the  first 
pool  on  the  Greenbrier  from  McNeill's  tunnel  is  246  feet.  The  distance  from  the  west- 
em  extremity  of  the  approach  cut  to  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  is  about  45,000 
feet.  This  would  require  that  the  locks  (of  8  feet  lift)  should  be  at  the  distance  of 
abont  1,400  feet  apart,  (average.)  It  might  be  found  difficult  in  the  location  of  planes 
to  keep  the  canal  upon  the  hill-side  to  gain  sufficient  height. 

The  tunnel  here  proposed  by  McNeill  would  be,  according  to  his  report,  13,920  feet 
in  length.  This  is  with  a  depth  of  cutting  of  50  feet.  The  proposed  tunnel  on  the 
summit-level  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  is  19,800  feet  in  length.  By  a  slight 
variation  from  McNeill's  location,  and  increasing  the  depth  of  approacncuts  to  80  feet, 
the  length  of  the  tunnel  could  probably  be  reduced  to  12,000  feet  or  less.  While 
referring  to  this  higher  summit,  I  wonld  call  attention  to  the  consideration  that  the 
short  line  might  permit  us  to  excavate  two  parallel  tunnels  at  the  outset.  Then,  as 
the  slowness  of  movement  wonld  not  interfere  with  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  line, 
the  tunnels  might  each  be  made  of  less  section  than  would  be  permissible  with  a  sin- 
gle tunnel. 

McNeill's  summit  on  the  centrsd  water-line  is  1,916  feet  above  tide.  The  projiOBed 
summit  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  is  1,944  feet  above  tide.  The  summit  of 
the  central  water-line  is  about  2°  10'  south  of  that  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio. 

The  present  terminus  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  is  812  feet  above  tide. 
That  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  is  about  624  feet.  On  the  James  River  and  Kanawha 
Canal,  from  1848  to  1868,  the  number  of  days  in  which  the  canal  was  closed  by  ice 
varied  from  none  to  fifty-six,  and  for  the  twenty  years  the  average  was  15.1  days.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  closes  from  1st  to  15th  of  December ;  opens  about  20th 
March. 

On  the  central  water-line,  as  now  estimated  for,  the  canal-trunk  is  at  no  point,  except 
at  aqueducts,  of  less  width  than  56  feet  on  the  bottom.  A  portion  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  is  but  45  feet. 

The  proposed  canal-locks  on  the  central  water-line  are  24  feet  wide.  Those  for  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  are  but  20  feet  wide.  This  makes  little  difference  in  the  esti- 
mates for  the  locks,  but  it  makes  considerable  difference  in  the  question  of  water-sup- 
ply and  width  of  the  tunnel,  and  some  difference  in  the  cost  of  planes  and  the  machin- 
ery thereof. 
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The  use  of  steam  on  the  caoal  will  decreane  the  detention  at  locks,  and  will  decrease 
the  snperiority  of  inclined  planes  and  the  eqaated  saving  of  distance  due  to  their  use. 
Bespectfnllj  submitted. 

Thomas  Turtle, 
Firti  Lieut,  of  Engineer $, 
Maj.  William  P.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  UngineerSj  U,  S.  A. 


LIST  OF  MAPS,  ETC.,  ACCOMPANYING  REPORTS  PERTAINING  TO  THE  SUMMIT  AND  GREEN< 

BRIER  DIVISIONS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  27, 1876. 
Major  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  maps,  &c.,  pertaining  to  the  summit  and 
Qreenbrier  divisions  of  the  central  water-line,  and  accompanying  the  reports  of  the 
survey  of  1874 : 

summit  division. 

1  map  (sheet  No.  1)  of  survey  from  Dunlap's  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier  division,  scale 
1"  =1,000'. 

1  map,  (sheet  No.  2,)  scale,  1"  =200',  of  Brush  Creek  Valley. 

1  map,  (sheet  No.  3,)  scale,  l''  =  200',  of  Howard's  Creek  Valley. 

1  map,  (sheet  No.  4,)  scale,  V*  =  200^,  of  feeder-line. 
38  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  Brush  Creek  Valley. 
42  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  ^Howard's  Creek -Valley. 

3  sheets  of  cross-sections  on  opposite  hill  from  the  northern  line,  (ravine  on  tlfb 
Greenbrier.  J 
23  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  feeder-line. 

1  profile  of  feeder-dam. 

3  transit  note-books. 

7  note-books  of  cross-sections.* 
18  level  note-books. 

GREENBRIER  DIVISION. 

3  maps,  scale,  1'^  =  200',  of  Greenbrier  Valley,  from  the  feeder-dam  to  New  River. 
1  map,  scale,  1"  =  GOty,  showing  the  entire  Great  Bend. 

4  sheets  of  cross-sections  at  Bacon's  Falls. 

1  sheet  of  cross-sections  of  bar  at  Alderson. 
37  sheets  of  profiles  of  dams  and  dikes. 
30  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  lock-sites  for  slack-water. 

6  sheets  of  profiles  of  dams  for  canal-lines. 
193  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  main  oanal-line. 

1  sheet  of  cross-sections  of  line  on  left  bank  below  Alderson,  (station  215  to  station 
225,)  pertaining  to  canal-line,  from  dam  18  to  pool  at  Wolf  Creek. 
37  sheets  of  cross-sections  from  west  portal  of  Great  Bend  tunnel,  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Railroad,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier  River. 
1  sheet  of  cross-sections  of  lines  on  the  right  bank  above  Alderson,  (approach  to 

pool  of  dam  16,)  pertaining  to  canal-line  on  the  left  bank. 
1  sheet  of  cross-sections  above  dam  16  on  left  bank. 
63  sheets  of  cross-sections  of  left  bank  below  Alderson,  (dam  16  to  the  Great  Bend.) 

7  transit  note-books. 

1  note-book  of  soundings. 

1  profile-level  book. 

1  miscellaneous-level  note-book. 

5 'level  note-books,  profiles  of  dams  and  cross-sections  of  lock- sites. 
11  note-books,  levels  on  slack- water  and  canal-line  surveys. 
17  level  note-books,  cross-section  of  canal-line. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Turtle, 
First  Lieut,  of  Engineers. 
Maj.  William  P.  Craighill, 

Corps  of  Engineers  f  U.  S,  A, 
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REPORT  ON    LOCATION  OF  TUNNEL    BY    LIEUTENANT  THOMAS  TURTLE,   CORPS    OF  EN- 
GINEERS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  5, 1876. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  aabmit  the  followiDg  report  of  that  portioa  of  the  ear- 
vey  for  the  "  central  water-line''  which  was  placed  in  my  charjg^e  by  yoar letter  of  Jaly 
9, 1874.    My  instmctions,  as  contained  in  this  letter,  were,  in  pait,  as  follows: 

*'  Yon  will  proceed  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  Lorraine  tannel,  on  the  Allegheny  sum- 
mit of  the  central  water-line,  and  there  undertake  snch  farther  inyestigations  and 
sarreTS  as  may  be  required  to  furnish  the  information  needed,  to  enable  a  definite  and 
final  location  to  be  made  of  that  important  feature  of  the  line,  and  to  put  the  work 
promptly  under  contract  should  Congress  provide  the  means.  While  locating  the 
tunn^,  as  a  means  of  passing  a  great  communication  through  the  mountain,  you  will 
bear  in  mind  also  its  office  as  the  summit-level  of  a  canal,  and  consider  carefully  the 
best  means  of  connecting  it  with  the  canal  or  slack-water  air  either  end,  and  of  main- 
taining its  supply  of  water  by  suitable  feeding  arrangements,  assuming  that  supply  to 
be  sufficient.'' 

In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  parties  were  formed  about  the  middle  of  July, 
and  work  commenced  on  the  20th  of  that  month.  The  transits  were  in  charge  of  Mr. 
R.  H.  Taicbtt  and  Mr.  S.  F.  Adams,  and  the  levels  were  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  A.  Harris, 
Henry  Fairfax,  Thomas  Bernard,  and  Marsden  S.  Manson.  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowl- 
edging the  zeal  shown  by  all  these  gentlemen  throughout  the  survey,  and  their  faith- 
fulperformance  of  whatever  duty  was  required  of  them.  It  was  understood  that  the 
primitive  object  of  the  surveys  in  the  vicinity  of  the  summit  was  to  determine  the  ad- 
visabilitv  oi  adopting  a  tunnel-line  from  Brush  Creek  (otherwise  Jerry's  Eun)  to 
Howard's  Creek,  or  to  the  Greenbrier  River  direct,  as  a  substitute  for  the  line  proposed 
by  Mr.  W.  R.  Hutton,  in  his  report  to  you  after  his  survey  in  1870,  printed  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1871. 

This  substitute  was  suggested,  subject  to  the  test  of  actual  survey,  by  Bvt.  Mig. 
Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard.  colonelCorps  of  Engineers,  to  the  Board  of  Engineers  on  the  James 
River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  convened  by  Special  Orders  No.  17,  War  Department,  Ad- 
jutant-General's Office,  January  27, 1874.  This  suggestion  was  incorporated  in  tlie  re- 
port of  the  board  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  March  18, 1874,  in  words  as  follows : 

'*  It  is  also  suggested  that  the  tnnnel  ana  canal  ooustruction  may  be  improved  by  a 
radical  change  of  location,  taking  a  point  near  the  railroad-crossing  in  the  ravine  of 
Brush  Creek  (or  Jerry's  Run)  for  the  eastern  terminus,  and  the  same  point  on  Howard's 
Creek  for  the  western.  By  this  it  is  supposed  that  2  miles  of  canalling  would  be  saved, 
and  the  location  laid  in  a  more  open  valley  (Brush  Creek)  than  Fork  Run ;  or  finally, 
and  possibly,  by  starting  from  the  last-named  point  and  tunneling  a  distance  soaroely 
exceeding  that  originally  designed  by  Mr.  Lorraine,  (9  miles  and  a  fraction,)  the  valley 
of  the  Greenbrier  may  be  reached,  by  which  the  expensive  canalling  in  Howard's 
Creek  and  the  feeder  would  be  wholly  dispensed  with.  The  modifications  of  location 
are  not  mentioned  as  matters  of  positive  recommendation,  but  as  subjects  for  further 
survey,  with  a  view  of  having  the  best  possible  location." 

The  survey  began  at  a  point  near  the  junction  of  Brush  and  Dunlap's  Creeks.  A 
line  was  run  up  Dunlap's  Creek,  to  connect  with  the  initial  point  and  bench-mark  of 
Mr.  Hutton's  survey  of^l870.  Tnis  was  necessary,  as  Mr.  Lorraine's  line  and  benches 
of  1853  had  disappeared.  The  surveys  extended  up  Brush  Creek  to  and  above  the  rail- 
road fill.  Cross-sections  were  taken  of  the  valley,  at  distances  of  100  feet,  and  extended 
on  either  side  as  far  as  was  Judged  necessary  to  enable  a  canal  location  to  be  made. 
An  ofibet  was  run  from  station  11  of  the  line  to  Dunlap's  Creek,  and  cross-sections  were 
taken  on  the  ofiiset ;  which  enables  us  to  make  a  connection  with  Lorraine's  location  in 
the  valley  of  Dunlap's  Creek  and  in  the  pool  of  dam  No.  8  (station  745)  of  that  loca- 
tion.   This  completed  the  examination  for  the  eastern  approach  and  connection. 

Station  120  -{-  15  of  the  Brush  Creek  line  was  taken  as  the  initial  point  for  the  trial 
lines  for  the  tunnel  location.  The  directions  were  obtained  as  nearly  as  possiUe,  for 
the  objects  in  view,  from  a  copv  of  Captain  McNeil's  map  and  from  a  plot  of  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Railroad,  kindly  furnished  us  from  the  engineer  office  of  the  company. 

The  line  from  Brush  Creek  to  Howard's  Creek  is  designated  on  the  map  *^  Southern 
line  of  1874,''  ^^^  that  fh)m  Brush  Creek  to  the  Greenbner  River  as  the  '*  Northern  line 
of  1874."  The  surveys  of,  and  pertaining  to,  the  southern  line  were  made  by  Mr.  Tal- 
cott,  and  those  for  the  northern  line  by  Mr.  Adams. 

All  surveyed  lines  were  run  with  transit  instruments.  Those  depressions,  which 
offisred  any  chances  for  the  location  of  shafts,  were  surveyed  to  the  right  and  left  of 
the  main  lines,  as  far  as  was  considered  necessary  for  such  locations.  The  lines  of  levels 
were  carried  along  the  main  lines  and  all  surveyed  lines.  The  southern  line  surveys 
were  continued  down  Howard's  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  cross-sections  were 
taken  in  the  valley  of  the  former  down  to  a  point  below  Caldwell  Station  of  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Railroad,  (to  station  108  of  the  Howard's  Creek  line.) 

The  surveys  for  the  northern  line  extended  to  the  Greenbrier  River  and  up  the  river 
for  7,532  feet.    An  ofbet  line  was  run  up  the  valley  of  the  middle  fork  of  Howard's 
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Creek,  and  another  down  Howard's  Creek  and  np  a  ravine,  headin  g  toward  the  Green- 
brier. 

The  necessary  snrvejs  were  also  made  for  feeding  arrangenobents  from  the  Greenbrier 
River. 

The  information  roBulting  from  theae  surveys  has  been  compiled,  and  is  «hown  in  a 
series  of  fonr  maps  aocompanying  this  report.  Sheet  No.  1,  on  a  scale  of  one  inch  to 
one  thousand  feet,  shows  the  entire  ground  aarveyed  from  Dnnlap's  Creek  to  Greenbrie 
River.  The  contours  show  the  exact  elevations  where  they  cross  surveyed  lines,  and 
are  but  approximate  of  these  lines,  except  in  Brush  Creek  and  Howard's  Creek  Valleys 
and  along  the  line  of  the  feeder,  cross-sections  liaving  been  taken  in  these  localities. 
Upon  this  map  are  also  shown  Hatton's  line  and  proposed  location  of  1670,  and  Mo- 
Neil's  pToi>osed  tunnel  of  1826. 

In  addition  to  the  surveys  mentioned  above,  the  strike  and  dip  of  the  rock  were  noted 
in  many  places  where  it  oatcropped  upon  the  lines ;  and  an  examination  was  made  by 
Mr.  Talcott  and  Mr.  Manson  oi  the  cuttings  and  tunnels  of  tlie  Cbesapeafco  and  Ohio 
Railroad  from  Brush  Creek  to  Hart's  Ran.  The  strikes  and  dips  of  the  different  strata 
were  noted,  and  specimens  (126  in  number)  of  all  the  different  varieties  of  the  rock  were 
secured. 

The  location  of  the  tunnel-line  for  the  summit-level  is  the  first  matter  to  be  definitely 
fixed,  as  the  connections  at  both  ends  depend  upon  it. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  elevation  of  the  summit  shall  be  somewhat  higher  than  the 
level  of  the  Greenbrier  at  its  western  end  or  approach. 

I  find  it  advisable  to  first  consider  the  dimensions  and  form  of  the  cross-section  of 
the  tunnel,  and  that  the  determination  of  this  matter  involves  incidentally  the  discus- 
sion of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  summit  division.  The  late  Board  of  Engineers 
were  **  unanimously  of  the  opinion  "  (see  report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  1874,  Part  2, 
page  90)  ^'that  a  tunnel  of  the  dimensions  proposed,  (54  feet  broad  by  34  feet  high,) 
i.  e.,  wide  enough  for  pasHng  everywhere,  should  not  be  attempted,  and,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  one  of  its  members,"  united  **  on  the  recommendation  of  a'single  tunnel  with 
turnouts  of  dimensions  "  to  be  **  fully  set  forth  in  his  individual  report,  with  which 
hereafter,  {f  found  neoeasary,  a  second  tunnel  might  be  combined."  The  tunnel  so  sug- 
gested was  to  have  a  water-way  34  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep,  and  would  have  passing- 
places  140  feet  in  length  at  every  fourth  of  a  mile.  These  passing-places  would  divide 
the  tunnel  into  a  certain  number  of  compartments,  each  of  which  could  he  occupied  by  hut 
one  hoat  at  a  time,  unless  the  length  of  the  passings-places  be  increased  to  permit  more 
than  one  boat  to  enter.  In  such  a  tunnel,  the  canal  being  worked  regularly  and  to  its 
full  capacity,  system  would  require  that  the  boats  moving  in  the  same  direction  should 
occupy  alternate  compartments,  the  remaining  compartments  being  occupied  by  boats 
moving  in  the  opposite  direction.  A  direct  relation  exists  between  the  speed  of  the 
boats  (taken  in  connection  with  the  distance  between  turnouts)  and  the  number  of 
boats  which  can  pass  out  of  the  tunnel  in  a  given  time. 

If  we  suppose 

t  =  fraction  of  an  hour  lost  at  each  turnout, 
?i= number  of  turnouts  per  mile,  and 

v= fraction  of  an  hour  occupied  in  the  passage  of  1  mile  unobstructed,  then  will 
nt= fraction  of  an  hour  lost  at  tumoats  per  mile,  and  • 

v-(-  ttf= fraction  of  an  hour  required  to  move  1  mile,  including  delays  at  turnouts. 

In  the  time  {v-\'nt),  n  boats  will  have  emerged  from  the  tunnel.  Representing  by  N 
the  number  of  boats  leaving  per  hoar,  we  have  it=N  (v+nQ. 

The  tunael  will  be  an  enormous  obstacle  in  the  line  of  communication,  unless  it  per- 
mits the  passage  of  boats  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  passed  through  the  locks.  We  will 
suppose  six  lockages  per  hour  to  be  necessary,  or  N=6,  we  have  n=4  (passing-places 
every  fourth  of  a  mile),  t  must,  in  advance  of  experience,  be  assumed.  This  time,  t, 
is  made  up  of  the  time  lost  in  slacking  the  speed  of  the  boat,  in  hauling  it  sidewise  into 
the  recess,  in  allowing  the  other  boat  to  pass,  in  hauling  out  of  the  recess,  and  starting 
it  forward  to  attain  its  ordinary  speed,  t  can  scarcely  be  assumed  at  less  than  five 
minutes  (^  hour),  and  may  equal  \  hour.  We  will  suppose  t=^^  hour.  Then,  from 
the  formula  (nssN  (v+nt),  we  find  v=s^;  that  is,  ihe  veiooity  of  movement  must  he  at  least 
3  miles  per  hour  to  permit  six  lockages  in  this  time. 

If  we  double  the  number  of  passing-places,  we  find  t^^=|;,  or  the  velocity  of  move- 
ment should  be  1^  miles  per  hour.  Twelve  tumoats  per  mile  would  require  a  rate  of 
motion  of  1  mile  per  hour. 

An  increase  in  the  value  of  t  will  necessitate  an  increase  in  velocity.  If  t=r|  hour, 
no  possible  velocity  can  enable  6  boats  to  pass  out  per  hour,  let  the  number  of  turn- 
outs be  what  it  may. 

This  substitution  of  ^  for  t  in  the  formula  (N  being  equal  to  6)  will  give  v=0;  i,  e., 
an  infinite  velocity  will  be  necessary.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for  the  time  of  passing 
from  one  turnout  to  another,  plus  the  time  lost  at  turnout,  must  not  exceed  the  time 
of  one  lockage.  In  this  connection,  it  will  be  interesting  to  investigate  the  probable 
attainable  rate  of  movement  through  a  channel-way  of  this  width  and  depth. 
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Some  yean  since,  M.  Bazin  made  a  series  of  experiments  at  the  Ponilly  tunnel  of 
the  Bnrgnndy  Canal,  in  France,  which  throws  considerable  liffht  on  this  snbject.  This 
tunnel  of  Ponilly  is  10.991  feet  in  length,  with  a  water-way  Sx).343  feet  in  width  at  the 
water-snrfaoe  and  18.6928  feet  at  the  bottom.  The  depth  of  water  varied  daring  the 
experiments  from  7.546  to  7.71  feet.  There  was  no  cnrrent  The  boats  were  16.4045 
feet  in  width.  "A  dynamometer  placed  immediately  behind  the  tow-boat  leceived  the 
tow-lines  directly,  and  indicated  each  instant  the  force  of  traction.  The  Telocicy  was 
determined  by  noting  to  seconds  the  time  of  passing  bench-marks  placed  at  distances 
of  100  meters. 

The  resnlts  of  these  experiments  presented  numerous  variations  in  their  details, 
since  the  force  of  traction,  more  especiiJly  tiie  velocity  of  movement,  was  inceasantly 
modified  through  the  influence  of  various  causes— such  as  variable  pxessureof  the  steam 
in  the  boiler,  the  accidental  movement  of  the  boats  in  tow,  which,  not  always  follow- 
ing the  axis  of  the  tunnel,  moved  obliquely  to  it  and  even  touched  the  sides ;  the  wave 
motion  produced  by  the  convoy,  ^c.  '*  The  experiments  were  nine  in  number.  The 
boats,  when  arranged  in  tows,  were  lashed  to  each  other  as  closely  as  possible — ^a  pre- 
caution useful  in  mminishing  the  resistance.'' 

The  composition  of  the  tows  and  the  observation  made  for  velocity,  force  of  traction, 
&c.,  are  given  by  M.  Bazin  in  two  tables,  which  are  here  consolidated  into  one  and 
re-arranged.  The  French  weights  and  measures  are  reduced  to  English  units.  Some 
of  the  items  in  the  original  tiM>les  are  omitted  as  superfluous  for  our  purpose. 


Table  I. 


ComponitioB  of  fleets. 


4 

n 


0  U 

1*1 


II 
I' 


CoDBlBts  of  one  boat,  dnnght  3'.9 . 


ConsistBof  onebcat,drangbt4'.4 

Consiattng  of  two  boAte,  drsnght  as  follows :  4^3  and  3^46. 


Consisting  of  two  boats,  draught  as  follows:  i'  and  4'. 4, 
and  one  empty  boat 

Consisting  of  two  loaded  boats,  draught  as  follows*.  4^.97, 
4'.S ;  one  boat  ligbtly  loaded,  draught  I'.llS,  and  one 
empty  boat. 

Consisting  of  three  rafts,  draught  as  follows :  4'.59,  4'.757, 
and4'.59. 


Consisting  of  three  boats,  draught  as  follows:  4'.83, 3'.67, 
and  4'.S9. 

Consisllng  of  three  boats,  draught  as  follows :  4'.49, 4M. 
and4'.166. 


Consisting  of  seven  boats,  draught  as  follows :  4'.597, 4'.33, 
4^.59, 4'.56, 4'.0, 3'.9fi9, 3'.018,  and  two  empty  boats. 


B. 
C. 

D. 
S. 

F. 
H. 
L 

K. 
L. 

M. 

N. 
O. 

P. 
R. 

S. 

T. 
U. 

V. 
W. 
X. 


S.3G5 
a  681 
S.815 

2.139 
S.345 

S.SS6 
fi.699 
S.638 

S.302 
3.054 

3.831 
3.319 
3.990 

S.516 
8.487 
8.713 

3.100 
3.099 

8.040 
3.fl73 
8.349 

8.166 


3634.7 
196&4 
3631.7 

3694.7 
3937.0 

3380.9 
8684.7 
36817 

3993.8 
3380.9 

1313.3 
1318.3 
4369i3 

3880.9 
3390.9 
8034.7 

3609.0 
8684.7 


3980.9 
3380.9 


SO0S.6 


1300.4 
3769.6 
1807.5 

1834.5 
1300.4 

1675.4 
3050.1 
1805.8 

1873.8 
1366.7 

1454.9 
1984.0 
360L8 

9777.6 
3909.8 
3350.8 

3483.0 
3004.8 

3006.0 
407a  8 
3954.0 

4166.4 


307&3 

13675.9 

508&5 

9640.6 
3050.3 

4838.0 
5519.0 
500L3 

4313.4 
9907.3 

383t4 
4600.9 

7595l6 


.5 
7836.9 
9067.3 


.6 
4397.9 

409L3 
11158.1 
6939.9 

0033.8 


For  the  present  we  have  to  consider  only  the  case  of  a  single  boat ;  that  is,  the  first 
and  second  experiments. 

To  fiftoilitate  our  comparisons,  the  following  table  is  compiled  from  the  preceding 
information : 
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Table  II. 


4i 


! 


H 
Us 


64.04 
73.19 


I 

i 


1,  300. 4 
3, 769. 6 
1. 807. 5 
1.934.5 
1,300.4 


II 


I- 


90.3 

58.8 

98.95 

17.1 

18.0 


I 


i| 


I 


1.6195 
9.5007 
1.9193 
1.4584 
1.5988 


147.9 
147.9 


9.995 
9.041 


ii 


1.190 
1.190 


L935 
1.714 


Oa  the  central  water-line  the  locks  are  proposed  to  be  24  feet  in  width,  and  the 
boats  will  then  be  abont  23  feet  6  inches  wide.  If  we  suppose  a  dranght  of  6  feet  4 
inches  in  a  tnnnel  34  feet  in  width,  the  water  mnst  be  lO^feet  deep  to  make  the  water 
section  bear  the  same  ratio  to  the  sabmerged  section  of  the  boat  as  in  the  first  experi- 
ment, and  nearly  9  feet  to  make  this  ratio  the  same  as  in  the  second  experiment.  We 
will  suppose  these  conditions  to  be  the  same,  and  that  for  the  same  velocity  the  neces- 
sary mean  effort  of  traction  per  nnit  of  submerged  section  wiU  be  equal  in  the  two 
oases. 

We  can  now  compile  the  following  table  of  velocities  and  resistances  for  a  tunnel  34 
feet  wide,  and  the  boats  being  23  feet  6  inches  in  width,  with  a  draught  of  6  feet  4 
inches. 

Table  III. 


Letter  of  reference. 

i 

Ncceeaary  mean  effort 
of  traction  per  unit 

tion. 

1^ 

Total  effort  necessary 
to    produce    given 
velocity,  neglecting 
fractions. 

iii 

"Si"** 

A 

1.6195 
9.5097 
1. 9193 
1.4584 
1.5088 

Poundg, 
90.3 
J8.B 
98.35 
17.1 
18 

14&83 

14&83 
148.83 
148.  a3 
148.83 

Poundi, 
3.031 
8.751 
4.904 
9.545 
9.679 

1.447 
1.447 
1.447 
1.447 
1.447 

1.579 
1.579 
1.579 
1.474 
1.  474 

F«et. 
10 

B 

10 

c 

10 

D 

9 

B 

9 

This  tunnel  is  somewhat  wider  in  proportion  to  the  width  of  the  boats  than  the 
Pouilly  tunnel,  and  of  course  has  less  proportional  depth. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  last  mean  velocity  of  the  second  experiment  (E)  is  but 
little  less  than  the  first  mean  velocity  of  the  first  experiment,  (A,)  and,  though  the  sec- 
ond boat  was  drawing  more  water  than  the  first,  the  mean  effort  per  unit  of  section 
was  considerably  less  than  for  the  first  boat. 

For  some  reason  this  second  boat  moved  more  easily  than  the  first.  We  will  take 
the  second  boat  for  the  standard  of  comparison.  If  we  suppose  the  resistances  to  vary 
as  the  squares  of  the  velocities,  one  mile  per  hour  would  require  8.022  pounds  traction  per 
unit  of  section  according  to  D,  and  7.03  pounds  according  to  E.  Seven  pounds  per 
square  foot  will  be  a  total  of  1,041.8  pounds  force  of  traction,  the  necessary  amount  to 
move  a  boat  1  mile  per  hour. 

It  was  proposed  in  this  single  tunnel,  with  passing-places,  to  have  a  timber  tow- 
path  5  feet  9  inches  wide,  in  case  horse-power  were  used  on  the  canal ;  this  tow-path 
to  be  omitted  if  steam-power  were  adopted  on  the  canal  instead  of  animal-power. 

The  Ordnance  Manual  (page  472)  gives  120  pounds  as  the  mean  effort  exerted  by  a 
horse  drawing  a  cart  or  boat  walking,  and  working  8  hours  per  day.  McAIpine  men- 
tions that,  according  to  experiments  made  in  France,  a  horse  can  exert  143^-  pounds  for 
6  days.    These  figures  refer  to  a  more  rapid  motion  than  1  mile  per  hour.    Trautwine 
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^  gives  250  poanda  as  the  power  of  traction  which  a  horse  can  exert  traveling  1  mile  per 
hoar. 

But  we  have  here  a  timber  tow-path.  The  footing  cannot  be  as  good  as  upon  earth, 
even  by  placing  some  of  this  material  on  the  path,  (which  wonld  canse  it  to  rot  out 
qnickly,)  and  several  horses  wonld  be  necessary,  arranged  in  single  file.  These  disad- 
vantages wonld  seriously  decrease  the  effective  power  of  the  horses. 

Onr  boats  have  148.83  square  feet  of  submerged  section,  loaded  to  6  feet  4  inches. 
One  pound  j^er  square  foot  seems  to  me  to  be  all  the  effective  force  we  could  expect 
under  the  circumstances  from  each  horse.  Assuming  this  to  be  so,  at  least  7  horses 
wonld  be  required  for  each  boat  to  move  1  mile  per  hour.  At  the  turn-outs  these  7 
horses,  with  drivers  mounted,  would  have  to  pass  the  horses  of  the  boat  in  the  turn- 
out. This  manoeuver  on  a  narrow  tow-path  must  be  tedious  and  difficult.  The  time 
allowed  at  turn-outs  ( i^  hour)  is  surely  as  short  as  with  safety  can  be  assumed. 

One  mile  per  hour,  we  have  seen,  will  render  12  turn-outs  per  mile  necessary.  Each 
being  140  feet  long,  their  aggregate  length  per  mile  would  be  1,680  feet.  Thus  nearly 
one-third  the  entire  length  of  the  tunnel  would  be  excavated  to  a  width  sufficient  for 
passing  boats  everywhere,  which,  with  the  expense  of  finishing  off  the  ends  of  the 
recesses  and  the  expense  contingent  on  changing  from  one  section  to  another  in  the 
excavation,  would  probably  make  fully  one-third  the  difference  of  cost  between  a  sin- 
gle tunnel  34  feet  wide  and  the  tunnel  of  52  feet  width,  as  originally  proposed.  The 
uncertainty  of  action  of  the  34-foot  tunnel  would  still  remain  tol>e  considered,  together 
with  its  disadvantage  of  not  admitting  an  increase  in  the  trade  of  the  line  in  excess  of 
6  boats  per  hour,  (i.  e.,  3  each  way,) 

A  current  through  the  tunnel  from  west  to  east  wonld  somewhat  change  the  oondi- 
tions.  The  eastward  boat  would  have  the  benefit  of  this  current,  and  wonld  reach 
the  turn-outs  in  time  probably  to  pass  into  the  recess  before  the  arrival  of  the  west- 
ward boats.  The  westward  boats  wonld  have  no  delay  at  turn-outs  except  in  the  diffi- 
culty of  passing  horses.  Supposing  no  delay,  (as  might  be  the  case  if  a  recess  were 
provided  for  horses  beyond  the  recess  for  the  boat.)  the  formula  would  reduce  to 
n  =  N  t?,  and  w^ith  a  rate  of  movement  of  1  mile  per  hour,  only  six  tum-onts  would  be 
necessary  per  mile  to  provide  for  six  lockages  per  hour.  I  estimate  that  a  velocity  of 
more  than  one-half  mile  per  hour  will  be  necessary  through  a  chanuel  34  by  9  to  supply 
water  for  the  canal  eastward  to  Covington.  The  westward  boats  must  stem  this  cur- 
rent, and  to  make  1  mile  actual  progress  would  require  about  the  effort  of  traction 
corresponding  to  the  second  part  of  the  second  experiment.  Assuming  148.83  pounds 
to  be  the  effective  effort  of  each  horse,  18  horses  wonld  be  necessary ;  an  unmanage- 
able number  in  such  circumstances.  Fewer  horses  will  give  less  speed  and  render 
more  turn-outs  necessary. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  westward  boats  will  be  more  lightly  loaded  than  the  east- 
ward ones,  (i.  e.,  to  less  than  6  feet  4  inches,)  and  therefore  will  offer  less  resistance 
than  that  above  mentioned.  Generally  this  will  be  so.  But  a  large  transfer  of  iron- 
ores  from  east  of  the  Alleghanies  to  the  west  is  to  be  expected.  A  single  heavily- 
loaded  or  slowly-moving  westward  boat  will  modify  the  time  of  passage  of  every 
eastward  boat  which  it  meets  while  in  the  tunnel,  being  one  for  each  turn-out.  If  we 
suppose  but  four  turn-outs  to  the  mile,  and  that  iieavily-loaded  beats  shall  succeed 
each  other  at  intervals  not  greater  than  ten  hours,  the  whole  traffic  in  the  tunnel  muet 
conform  in  time  of  passage  to  these  heavily-loaded  boata  A  current  of  one- half  mile 
per  hour  must  render  the  checking  of  the  speed  of  the  eastward  boat  and  the  hauling 
of  it  into  the  recess  a  difficult  manoeuver  in  a  contracted  space  such  as  this  34-foot 
tunnel.  It  cannot  be  done  quickly.  About  300  pounds  traction  would  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  boat  in  this  channel-way  against  a  current  of  this  velocity ;  more  than  the 
effort  which  two  horses  put  forth  in  towing  at  a  walk.  Without  expanding  the  sub- 
ject further — already  perhaps  too  long  drawn  out — ^I  would  state  my  opinion  as  decid- 
edly opposed  to  the  tunnel  with  passing-places  for  single  boats,  the  boats  being  moved 
by  animal-power.  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  the  original  proposition  contem- 
plated the  use  of  boats  which  would  offer  less  resistances  to  movemeutj  as  the  locks 
were  assumed  but  20  feet  in  width. 

If  steam-power  be  used  on  the  canal,  the  tow-path  is  dispensed  with,  and  circum- 
stances change.  The  eastward  current  will  aid  the  eastward  boats,  and  they  should, 
without  doubt,  enter  the  turn-outs,  and  probably  would  be  able  to  complete  this  ma- 
noeuver at  least  in  time  to  enable  the  westward  boat  to  proceed  without  delay.  The 
formula  n  =  N  v  will  express  the  relation  existing  between  the  velocity  of  the  west- 
ward boats,  the  number  of  turn-outs  per  mile,  and  the  number  of  boats  which  can  pass 
out  of  the  tunnel  per  hour.  With  4  turn-outs  per  mile,  the  net  velocity  of  the  west- 
ward boat  must  be  1^  miles  per  hour  to  provide  for  6  lockages  in  that  time.  The  ac- 
tual velocity  against  the  half-mile  current  must  be  2  miles  per  hour.  With  this  ve- 
locity, the  resistance  per  square  foot  of  submerged  section  wonld  be  28.1  pounds, 
according  to  the  first  part  of  the  second  experiment,  (D,)  and  26.7  pounds,  according 
to  the  second  part  (£)  of  the  same  experiment.  The  first  experiment  gives  28^  pounds 
for  a  velocity  of  1.92  miles  per  hour,  water-way  being  10  feet  deep.    We  will  suppose 
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2S  pouufls  to  be  correct.  The  total  resistance  for  a  boat  flrawiDjj  6  feet  4  inches  will 
then  be  4,167/24  pounds.  Two  miles  per  hour  is  176  feet  per  minute.  The  work  of 
moving  the  boat  at  this  rate  will  be  734,434  foot-pounds  per  minate,  or  22^  horse- power 
(effective  force)  inust  be  employed. 

Lagren6  says  that  the  co-efficient  of  the  useful  effect  of  the  screw  varies  between 
0.42  and  0.64,  taking  the  work  of  the  pistons  of  the  engines  as  unity. — (Experiences 
Dynamometnques,  par  M.  Taurines,  1859.)  This  is  for  raariue-engines.  Labronsse 
states  (Trait6  de  Touage  sur  Chaiue  noy<Se)  "  that  in  our  canal,  (France,)  where  the 
diniensioiis  of  the  lock-chamber.H  compel  the  nse  of  boats  with  certain  particular  con- 
ditions of  form,  any  system  of  *  *  *  screws  *  *  »  will  not  realize  more  than 
25  per  cent,  of  the  motive  force." 

The  loss  in  this  tunnel  must  be  still  greater.  It  is  therefore  more  than  probable  that 
the  velocity  necessary,  with  four  turn-outs  per  mile,  cannot  be  obtained  with  eugines 
at  all  economical  for  the  navigation  of  the  open  canal. 

It  may  be,  though  exceedingly  doubtful,  that  the  power  used  on  the  canal  could  gen- 
erate a  lower  velocity,  which,  with  a  permissible  number  of  turo-outs,  would  provide 
for  six  lockages  per  hour.  A  number  of  turn-outs  permissible  in  view  of  expense  is 
here  meant.  Without  discussing  the  question,  I  would  state  an  objection  to  any  sys- 
tem of  turn  outs,  which  becomes  more  grave  as  their  number  is  increased.  If  the  tun- 
nel were  worked  systematically  and  to  its  full  capacity,  each  compartment,  as  noticed 
above,  would  contain  a  boat,  adjacent  compartments  being  occnx)ied  by  boats  moving 
in  opposite  directions.  Each  boat,  when  arrived  at  a  vacant  turn-out,  should  with- 
draw into  it  and  remain  till  passed  by  a  boat  moving  the  other  way.  It  could  then 
proceed.  This  alternation  is  posilively  necessary,  aud.as  long  as  the  working  be  full 
and  regular,  would  operate  very  well,  but  if  tbure  be  a  failure  in  either  of  these  condi- 
tions, coufusion  must  necessarily  ensue.  The  tunnel  proposed  would  have  thirty  or 
more  turn-outs,  supposing  four  per  mile.  Each  of  the  numerous  delays  incident  to 
any  tratho  will  have  its  effect  in  increasing  tue  confusion  within  the  tunnel.  One  boat 
moving  irregularly  will  communicate  this  in-egularity,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to 
sixty  boats.  In  a  time  of  sl<ck  trade  boats  would  not  present  themselves  at  proper 
intervals  at  the  portals.  Some  compartments  would  then  be  unoccupied  by  boats, 
un*less  indeed  all  the  boats  within  the  tunnel  be  compelled  to  await  the  arrival  of  those 
behind  them.  Ourside  certain  limits  this  conld  not  be  thought  of.  The  captain  of 
each  lo  it,  when  arri  /ed  at  a  turn-(»nt,  musi:  know  whether  to  withdraw  into  the  recess 
or  to  pr  >Cfed.  A  mistake  would  be  very  diflicult  of  correction.  We  cannot  hope  that 
thirty  turn-outs  will  auswer  our  purpose,  and  a  greater  number  will  increase  the  diffi- 
culties. This  objection  should  of  itself  prevent  the  adoption  of  passing-places  for 
single  boats  in  a  tunnel  of  considerable  extent. 

A  single  tunnel  wide  enough  for  passing  everywhere,  or  two  tunnels  of  single  width, 
would  remove  this  objection.  Though  the  movement  would  be  more  slow  than  on  the 
open  canal,  the  boats  conld  pass  out  one  end  as  rapidly  as  they  could  possibly  enter  ac 
the  other.  The  importance  of  decreasing  the  6rst  cost  impels  us  to  provide  for  an  or- 
dinary trade  at  least,  without  the  construction  of  the  second  tunnel,  or  a  large  tunnel, 
if  it  can  be  avoided.  The  movement  of  boats  in  Heets  seems  to  offer  the  only  chance 
for  a  solution  of  the  problem. 

lu  the  formula  n  =  ^  (v  -k-  n/),  we  can  suppose  N  to  be  a  number  of  such  fleets,  and  f, 
instead  of  the  time  lost  by  a  single  boat  at  each  turn-out,  will  be  the  time  lost  by  the 
entire  fleet,  and,  if  the  eastward  current  be  sufficiently  rapid  to  enable  an  eastward 
fleet  to  arrive  at  and  withdraw  into  a  turn-out  before  the  arrival  of  the  westward- 
bound  boats,  t  becomes  zero,  and  the  formula  reduces  to  n  =  N  v  for  the  westward  fleets. 

Preparatory  to  the  solution  of  the  problem,  the  experiences  at  the  tunnels  of  the  St. 
Qoentin  Canal,  in  Belgium,  and  at  the  Pouilly  tunnel,  in  Frauce,  are  o(  great  value. 
M.  Lemoyer  contribute  a  memoir  to  the  Anuales  des  Pouts  et  Chaussdes.  1863,  on  the 
towage  of  boats  in  the  tunnels  of  the  St.  Quentiu  Canal,  containing  much  valuable  infor- 
mat.ou.  It  is  here  condensed,  those  portions  being  omitted  whic  j  do  not  immediately 
concern  us  in  our  investigations. 

"  There  are  t»o  tuimels  (Riqueval  and  Tronquoy)  on  this  caual,  separated  by  a  short 
distance.  The  Riqueval  tunnel  is  ld,603  feet  in  length,  and  the  other  is  3,H0d  feet. 
The  water-way  was  at  first  17.06  feet  in  width,  and  7.546  feet  iu  depth,  with  a  solid 
banquette  ou  each  side  4.6  feet  wide,  and  raised  about  2i  feet  above  the  ordinary  water- 
level.  From  the  opening  of  this  line,  iu  IdlO,  to  1857,  boats  were  towed  through  these 
tunnels  by  men  and  women,  eight  or  teu  being  assigned  to  each  boat.  The  boats  for- 
merly drew  nearly  5  feet  of  wat'jr,  and  though  all  the  locks  had  a  minimuui  width  of 
17.06  feet,  the  greater  part  of  the  Flemish  boats  had  but  a  width  of  14.44  feet.  The 
privilege  of  the  tunnel  was  free  to  all.  The  slowness  of  movement  was  such  that  the 
boats  generally  req  iired  twenty  hours  to  traverse  the  Riqueval  tunnel  from  portal  to 
portal.    Transit  iu  the  same  direction  could  occur  only  on  each  second  day. 

**  The  increase  of  commerce  necessitated  the  adoption  of  some  method  of  tracbion 
which  would  reduce  the  delay  incident  to  hauling ;  and  January  20,  1840,  ten  men 
were  employed  for  each  twenty  tons,  iu  order  to  increase  the  rate  of  movement  and  to 
44  E 
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donble  the  utility  of  the  canal  by  permitting  transit  each  way  each  day.  Competition 
with  railroads  made  the  enlargement  of  the  Flemish  locks  necessary  to  admit  the  wider 
boats,  and  the  draught  of  the  boat«  was  increased  to  5.91  feet,  and  the  depth  of  the 
water  throughout  the  line  to  6.56  feet.  With  this  increase  in  the  draught  of  the  boats, 
the  difflcnlties  of  traction  became  so  great  that  hauling  by  men  was  practically  impos- 
sible. The  time  of  transit,  which  before  this  modification  of  the  boats  was  seven  or 
eight  hours,  soon  incroased  to  sixteen  and  eighteen  hours.  By  degrees  the  men,  from 
exhaustive  labor,  refused  to  continue  work,  and  an  increase  of  wages  coald  not  prevail 
on  them  to  remain  in  a  service  which  was  beyond  their  strength.  Foreseeing  an 
immediate  abandonment  of  this  means  of  traction,  the  management  tried  various 
means  to  assure  the  towing  of  boats.  A  trial  of  steam-towing  had  demonstrated  that 
its  employment  was  here  inapplicable,  with  the  defective  smdke-consumers  then  in 
use,  on  account  of  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  gases  generated  by  combustion 
and  because  of  the  ill-effects  of  frost  within  the  tunnel,  which  is  excavated  through 
chalk,  and  is  but  partially  lined  with  masonry.* 

"  When  the  boats  were  towed  by  hand,  doors  were  used  at  the  ends  of  the  tunnel  to 
diminish  the  action  of  the  frost,  and  the  shafts  hod  been  hermetically  closed.  Deprived 
of  this  mode  of  traction,  the  management  had  retourse  to  horse-power.  The  banquettes 
were  not  provided  with  guard-rails,  and  the  use  of  animals  on  such  a  narrow  tow- 
path  was  not  thought  of  without  providing  by  some  means  to  prevent  accidents.  Mov- 
able guard-rails  were  th^n  adopted,  which  removed  all  danger.  Two  large  transverse 
bars  were  securely  lashed  with  ropes  near  the  bow,  by  means  of  which  the  guard-rails 
were  attached  to  the  boat,  and  moved  with  it.  A  horse  on  each  banquette  was  tied  to 
the  fore  part  of  the  guard-rail  and  the  tow-line  was  attached  to  the  boat. 

"A  fleet  of  fifteen  boats  was  first  tried,  towed  by  30  horses.  The  time  of  transit  ex- 
ceeded 14  hours.    Two  other  trials  not  more  successful. 

*•  Finally,  fearing  that  this  low  rate  of  speed  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  horses  were 
unaccustomed  to  this  kind  of  labor,  twenty  teams  perfectly  broken  by  daily  use  in  the 
approach  cuts  were  used,  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  best  drivers. 

"  The  number  of  superintenaents  was  doubled,  yet,  notwithstanding  all  precautions 
taken,  the  experiment  failed  completely,  as  the  convoy  required  13  hours  to  traverse 
the  tunnel. 

^'It  was  foDud  that  the  low  rate  of  speed,  by  compelling  the  horses  to  take  short 
steps,  neutralized  most  of  their  power,  and  the  result  produced  was  altogether  out  of 
proportion  to  the  fatigue  endured.    More  powerful  means  were  necessary. 

"  Out  of  a  number  of  methods  proposed,  but  one  appeared  worthy  of  trial.  It  con- 
sisted simply  of  a  boat  fitted  with  a  platform,  raised  to  clear  the  banquette,  on  which 
horses  traveled  to  turn  a  capstan.  A  rope  or  cable  attached  to  some  point  ahead,  and 
making  two  turns  round  the  shaft  of  the  capstan,  provided  the  means  of  forward  move- 
ment when  the  capstan  was  turned.  This  device  was  of  great  value,  as  the  increase 
of  power  permitted  the  formation  of  tows  of  30  to  40  boats.  The  time  of  transit  was 
even  now  from  10  to  12  hours. 

**  Improvement  in  the  details  produced  no  acceleration  of  movement,  since  the  resist- 
ance due  to  the  contracted  width  of  the  tunnel  could  not  be  diminished,  and  it  in- 
creased in  great  proportion  to  the  increase  of  speed. 

''  The  water-way  was  next  enlarged  by  the  removal  of  one  of  the  banquettes,  giving 
an  increase  of  4.6  feet  in  width.  As  a  further  improvement  the  ropes  were  dispensed 
with,  and  a  submerged  chain  was  put  in  use  instead.  Eight  horses  were  used  to  tow 
lar^e  fleets,  but  this  number  might  be  diminished  according  to  circumstances.  The 
chain  after  three  years'  use  has  suffered  no  deterioration,  and  none  of  its  links  have 
been  broken.  The  arrangement  enables  each  horse  to  tow  about  one  thousand  gross 
tons,  moving  regularly  with  a  velocity  of  about  J  of  a  mile  per  hour.  This  mode  of 
traction  has  reduced  the  cost  so  materially  that  the  toll  is  less  per  ton  per  mile  than 
on  any  other  portion  of  the  canal,  or  even  on  the  river  navigation  connected  there- 
with. The  time  of  transit  was  reduced  to  about  seven  hours  for  ascending  fleets,  and 
to  little  more  than  five  hours  for  those  descending.'' 

In  1668 1  steam-towage  with  submerged  chain,  theretofore  considered  impossible,  was 
inangurated. 

M.  Bazin^has  given  in  a  note  (Annales  des  Pouts  et  Chanss^es,  1868)  very  interest- 
ing details  on  the  use  of  steam-towage  established  at  the  Pouilly  tunnel  of  the  Bur- 
gundy Canal,  in  which  note  were  published  the  experiments  mentioned  in  a  previous 
part  of  this  report.    From  this  note  the  following  information  is  extracted : 

**  The  tunnel  of  the  Burgundy  Canal,  in  which  a  system  of  steam-towage  has  just 
been  established,  has  not  the  exceptional  length  of  that  of  the  St.  Quentin  Canal.  The 
trade  of  this  line,  paralyzed  even  to  the  present  time  by  the  condition  of  the  river 

*  SS  team-to  wing  has  since  been  successfully  inaugurated. — T.  T. 

t  Letter  to  Prof.  G.  L.  Andrews,  U.  S.  M.  A.,  from  Mr.  E.  Malezieux,  Chief  Engineer  of 
the  Corps  des  Fonts  et  Chauss^es,  transmitted  to  General  J.  G.  Barnard,  Corps  of  Engi- 
neersj  U.  S.  A. 
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120,000  tous.  Navigation  on  this  account  was  none  the  less  subject  to  serious  embar- 
rassments which  a  more  active  trade  would  immediately  aggravate.  The  tunnel  is 
10,991  feet  in  length,  with  an  approach  cut  2,95^)  feet  long  at  each  end.  The  approach 
cuts,  like  the  tunnel,  are  but  wide  enough  for  one  boat,  being  21.98  feet  at  the  water- 
surface,  and  20.38  feet  at  the  bottom. 

''  The  water-way  of  the  tunnel  is  20.38  feet  wide  at  the  water-level,  and  18.7  feet  at 
the  bottom. 

**  The  water  in  the  summit-level  is  constantly  7.2  feet  to  7.^7  feet  in  depth.  The 
length  of  the  portion  with  single  widths,  comprising  the  tunnel  and  approach  cuts,  is 
3.2  miles. 

^'The  rule  in  operation  before  the  establishment  of  a  system  of  towage  allowed  the 
boats  6  hours  to  pass  over  this  distance ;  the  convoys  approaching  from  the  side  of  the 
Yonne  entered  at  noon  and  midnight,  and  those  coming  from  the  water-shed  of  the 
Sa6ne,  at  6  o'clock,  morning  and  evening.  The  motive  power  was  furnished  by  men 
to  the  number  of  4  to  6  to  each  boat.  The  tunnel  having  no  tow-path,  these  men 
hauled  on  a  chain  attached  along  one  of  the  sides. 

''The  establishment  of  a  more  powerful  mode  of  traction  became  urgent,  especially 
in  view  of  the  probable  increase  of  traffic  when  the  canalization  of  the  Yonne  should 
be  completed.  A  decree  of  April  28, 1866,  authorized  the  creation,  at  the  expense  of 
the  state,  of  a  system  of  steam-towage,  which  was  placed  in  operation  on  February  5, 
1867. 

"  The  tow-boat  employed  at  ihe  Pouilly  tunnel  was  constructed  according  to  the  sys- 
tem of  M.  Bonqui^.  This  system,  of  which  the  small  one  in  use  at  Paris,  in  the  last 
level  of  the  St.  Martin  Canal,  is  a  specimen,  is  distinguished  from  other  methods  iu 
this,  that  the  chain,  instead  of  passing  over  the  middle  of  the  boat,  rests  simply  on  a 
pulley  at  the  side,  passing  over  only  a  portion  of  its  circumference.  The  groove  of  this 
pulley  is  provided  with  recesses  in  which  the  links  of  the  chain  are  engaged,  which  re- 
quires that  the  links  should  be  of  a  uniform  size.  The  lateral  position  of  the  pulley  has, 
for  very  narrow  tow-boats,  as  those  operating  in  a  tunnel  o£^  single  width  should  be, 
the  advantage  of  clearing  the  deck,  which  the  passage  of  the  chain  over  the  middle  of 
the  boat  would  Incumber  to  an  extent  frequently  dangerous  and  embarrassing  while 
maneuvering.* 

'^  The  engine  is  high-pressure  and  condensing,!  of  fifteen  horse-power.  Motion  is 
transmitted  to  the  shaft  of  the  pulley  by  means  of  a  belt  and  gearing  under  the  deck^ 
which  thus  remains  perfectly  free.  The  gearing  permits  two  difterent  velocities  of  the 
pulley,  according  as  the  boats  in  tow  be  heavily  or  lightly  loaded.  These  velocities 
are  as  3  to  5.  The  total  length  of  the  boat  is  72.2  feet,  and  ita  width  10  feet  8  inches. 
It  cost  $8,074.50. 

''The  steam  tow-boat  at  the  Pouilly  tunnel  is  probably  the  first  employed  for  this- 
purpose  in  France,  and  the  experience  here  obtained  furnishes  useful  data  on  the  special 
difficulties  of  its  use  in  like  cases.  The  resistance  to  traction,  on  which  a  connected 
series  of  experiments  has  not  been  made,  is  very  great,  and  the  movement  of  convoys 
creates  very  complicated  undulatory  motions  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  level. 
This  great  resistance  requires  that  a  large  margin  should  be  allowed  for  the  estimated 
power  to  be  given  to  the  tow-boat. 

"  The  water  displaced  by  the  progress  of  the  boat  not  having,  as  in  a  water-way  of 
great  width,  room  to  flow  off  freely  at  the  sides,  is  obliged  to  escape  with  great  velocity 
throngh  the  narrow  space  between  the  boat  and  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  cut,  thus 
causing  a  permanent  difference  of  level  from  stem  to  stern  of  the  boat,  which  differ- 
ence of  level  is  greater  as  the  dimensions  of  the  boat  approach  those  of  the  canal.  In 
experiments  made  by  us  this  difference  at  times  was  nearly  8  Inches. 

"  The  progress  of  a  convoy  of  boats  in  a  tunnel  of  great  length  causes  movements  in 
the  entire  mass  of  the  level.  As  soon  as  the  convoy  enters  the  tunnel,  it  presses  the 
water  before  it,  which  pressure  is  transmitted  forward  in  the  form  of  a  wave,  which 
traverses  the  length  of  the  level  to  its  extreme  end,  from  which  it  is  reflected,  and  re- 
turns toward  the  convoy,  reaching  which,  it  passes  on  to  the  other  extremity  of  the 
level,  from  which  it  is  again  reflected,  and  so  on  with  gradually-diminished  height.  It 
is  besides  clear  that  any  variation  in  the  velocity  will  create  secondary  waves  similar 
to  this.  An  increase  of  the  velocity  will  increase  the  difference  of  level,  producing  a 
new  wave^  the  motion  of  which  will  be  in  the  same  direction  as  that  of  the  convoy. 

"  On  the  contrary,  a  slowing-up  of  the  boats  will  allow  the  water  to  flow  backward  to 
attain  its  equilibrium  by  passing  under  the  boat,  causing  a  new  wave,  which  will  be 

*  This  method  permits  the  chain  to  be  readily  taken  up  or  thrown  off,  which  cannot 
be  done  if  the  chain  passes  over  the  middle  of  the  boat. — T.  T. 

tThe  condenser  is  absolutely  necessary  in  a  tunnel,  as,  because  of  the  slowness  of 
movement,  the  escape  of  the  steam  immediately  produces  complete  darkness.— M. 
Bazin. 
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propagated  in  a  iUrectinn  opposite  to  the  raotiin  of  the  convoy.  Variatioua  in  the  sec- 
tion of  the  canal  will  also  produce  effect-s  of  the  same  kind.  These  causes  collectively 
give  rise  to  very  complicated  phenomena.  We  had  no  very  certain  data  to  dett^rmine 
the  power  necessary  lor  a  tow-boat.  Some  trials  made  in  hauling  one,  two,  and  three 
boats  by  men  in  th^  tunnel  and  horses  in  the  approach-cats  would  seem  to  g^ive  for  the 
valne  of  the  t^tfort  ^F)  of  traction,  necessary  to  produce  a  velocity  (r)  with  (j»)  loaded 
boats  drawing  4'.6  feet, 

-which,  expressed  in  horse-power,  is 

P  =  .2890n»3*. 

According  to  this  formula,  a  power  of  fifteen  horses  should  suflQce  to  tow  a  convoy  of 
seven  boars  with  a  velocity  of  nearly  2  feet  per  second.  It  was  even  very  probable 
that  this  result  would  be  exceeded  in  practice,  since  it  could  be  affirmed  a  prion  that 
the  force  of  t  action  should  increase  in  a  less  ratio  than  the  number  of  boats  in  tow.** 

Those  eatimates  have  been  confirmed  by  careful  experiments,  the  results  of  which 
have  been  givj-u  in  Table  1. 

M.  B.tzin,  in  discuMsiog  the  results  of  these  experiments  "  without  an  absolute  rale, 
which  the  nature  of  things  does  not  admit  of,"  groups  the  results  into  a  very  sim- 
ple, approximate  formula,  by  remarking  that  the"  co-officient  of  traction  r  JL  j  of  the 

£rst  boat  is  at)out  double  that  of  each  succeeding  one  in  the  same  fleet."  This  formula 
changed  to  Euglibb  weights  and  measures  is 

P  =  .2486(n-fl)t?3, 

in  which  P  represe'  ts  the  necessary  horse-power ;  n  the  number  of  loaded  boats  in  tow, 
and  r  the  velocity  in  feet  per  second. 

The  force  of  fifteen  horse-power  will  then  suffice  to  move  eight  boats  with  a  velocity 
of  nearly  2  feet  per  second. 

"  This  formula  is  evidently  but  a  mnemonic  rule  applicable  to  this  particular  case, 
since  it  omits  various  elements  of  the  question,  and  notably  the  most  important  of 
all,  the  relation  between  the  submerged  section  of  the  boat  and  the  section  of  the 
water- way."  [If  we  suppose  the  water-way  of  the  Alleghany  tunnel  to  be  31  feet  6 
inches  at  the  surface  and  30  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  wit'h  a  depth  of  11  feet,  the  con- 
ditions will  be  nearly  the  same  as  in  tb«>8e  experiments,  supposing  our  boats  to  be  23 
feet  6  inches  in  width,  and  to  have  a  draught  of  6  feet  6  inches.  In  fact  the  section 
of  this  tunnel  is  somewhat  greater  in  proportion  to  the  section  of  the  boat  than  was 
the  case  at  the  Pouilly  tunnel,  these  ratios  being  to  each  other  as  357  to  309.  Omit- 
ting this  dift'erencc,  which  will  be  to  the  advanta)<e  of  our  calculations,  we  may  apply 
the  data  furnished  by  the  Pouilly  experiments  in  the  discussions  of  the  Alleghany 
tunnel.] 

M.  Bazin,  in  the  memoir  referred  to,  spnaks  thus  of  the  difficulty  of  ventilation  at 
tho  Pouilly  tunnel :  "All  precautions  possible  had  been  taken  to  avoid  the  produc- 
tion of  smoke  ;  the  tabular  boiler  wa^  heated  with  coke,  and  a  small  jot  of  steam  pro- 
jected under  the  grate  permits  an  energetic  draught  to  b-^  obtained  at  will.  There 
exist  besides,  at  Pouilly,  nineteeu  shafts,  of  little  depth  it  is  true,  since  this  depth 
does  not  exceed  13 1^^  feet. 

"  However,  there  were  all  grounds  for  hope  that  the  ventilation  was  sufficiently  as- 
sured. All  went  well  during  the  first  month,  but  shortly  after  the  crews  of  the- boats 
were  several  times  seriously  inconvenienced.  The  danger  of  asphyxia  was  even  suflS- 
cieutly  serious  to  create  fears  for  the  possibility  of  continuinof  the  service.  The  vol- 
ume of  gas  arising  from  the  combustion  of  coke  was  in  too  small  ratio  to  the  volume  of 
mr  in  the  tunnel  to  afford  an  explanation  of  these  troubles,  and  the  inference  waa  un- 
avoidable that  the  gas  could  in  certain  special  conditions  accumulate  on  the  tow-boat, 
and  in  fact  an  attentive  study  of  the  circnmatances  very  soon  showed  that  such  should 
be  the  case. 

*'  The  air  within  the  tunnel  is  never  in  repose.  The  direction  of  the  wind  on  the 
exterior ;  the  ditterence  of  temperature  of  the  two  long  approach-cuts,  one  of  which 
opens  to  the  south,  the  other  to  the  north ;  finally,  the  influence  of  nineteeu  shafts, 
give  rise  to  currents  the  direction  and  intensity  of  which  are  continually  varying. 
Frequeutly  several  changes  in  the  direction  of  the  currents  niav  be  observed  in  passing 
through  the  tunnel,  the  air  ascending  at  some  of  the  shafts,  while  at  others  the  air  has 
a  downward  direction.  When  the  current  of  air  is  iu  an  opposite  direction  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  tow  boat,  the  gas  issuing  from  the  smoke-stack  passes  to  the  rear  and  diH- 
perses  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  when  the  current  has  the  same  direction  of  motion  as  the 

*  These  ibrmulsB  have  been  changed  to  suit  English  weights  and  measures;  v  repre- 
sents feet  per  second.— T.  T. 
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**  The  gases  can  then  accamulate  as  tbey  won  Id  do  in  a  limited  space.  There  is  formed 
then  above  the  deck  a  kind  of  cloud,  heavily  char^e^l  with  smoke  and  Irrespirable 
gases,  wliich  accompanies  the  boat  in  its  progress.  This  etfect  is  aided,  moreover,  by 
the  impulse  given  to  the  air  within  the  tunnel  by  the  forward  movement  of  the  convoy, 
especially  if  one  of  the  boats  is  loaded  with  a  raised  cargo,  which,  in  a  manner,  forms 
a  piston  and  presses  the  air  before  it.  Carbonic  acid,  which  alone  oonstitntes  nearly 
the  entire  volume  of  gas  produced  by  the  combustion  of  coke,  presents  of  itaelf  no 
serious  danger,  unless  when  mingled  in  large  proportion  with  the  air.  But  there  is 
also  produced  a  small  quantity  of  carbonic  oxide  and  sulphurous  gas,  the  action  of 
which  is  very  much  more  to  be  feared.  The  carbonic  oxide  is  extremely  deleterious, 
and  can  even  in  small  quautities  produce  a  real  poisoning,  of  which  theiirst  symptoms 
are  vertigo,  accompanied  wiih  violent  headache,  weakness  in  the  legs,  and  sometimes 
vomiting.  The  crew  of  the  tow-boat  have  several  times,  after  traversing  the  tunnel, 
felt  these  effects.  However,  by  carefully  watching  the  hre,  taking  special  pains  not  to 
overload  the  grate  when  passing  through  the  tunnel,  these  troubles  may  be  almost 
avoided. 

'^The  sulphurous  acid,  notwithstanding  its  irritating  action  on  the  organs  of  respira- 
tion, presents  much  less  danger,  but  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  its  formation,  all  cokes 
containing  some  traces  of  sulphur. 

"There  is  also  produced  a  small  quantity  of  sulphureted  hydrogen,  the  presence  of 
which  is  explained  by  the  passage  through  the  incandeseent  coke  of  the  small  jet  of 
steam  used  to  create  a  draught.  This  gas  is  in  part  decomposed  by  the  moist  air  of  the 
tunnel  liberating  the  sulphur,  which  remains  in  a  state  of  suspension  in  the  smoke,  giving 
to  it  a  very  peculiar  milky  appearance.  When  the  gas  accumulates  on  the  tow-boat, 
the  decomposition  of  the  sulphureted  hydrogen  even  suffices  to  cover  certain  object-s 
with  a  lightycoat  of  sulphur  powder.  The  cause  of  the  accidental  accumulation  of 
gas  being  known,  by  what  means  can  a  remedy  be  applied  f 

"  The  only  means  insuring  efficacy  w^ould  be  evidently  to  establish  at  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  the  tunnel  ventilating  ifumaces,  with  movable  partitions  permitting  the 
current  to  be  reversed  at  will,  so  that  it  might  always  be  opposed  to  the  motion  of  the 
boat.  This  radical  solution,  ailmissibla  in  the  case  of  a  very  important  traffic,  would 
have  necessitated,  unfortunately,  at  the  Pouilly  tunnel,  sacrifices  out  of  proportion  to 
the  very  restricted  trade,  and  it  became,  therefore,  necessary  to  have  recourse  to 
means  less  certain  without  doubt,  but  more  economical  in  application.  The  curbs  of 
the  shafts  have  been  raised  9  feet  10  inches  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  the 
heavy  cast-iron  gratings  have  been  removed,  which  obstructed  about  half  their  open- 
ing. This  modification  has  8uffice<l  to  notably  increase  the  circulation  of  air  in  the 
tunnel.  The  shafts  are  4  feet  11  inches  in  diameter ;  their  axes  are  ti  feet  from  that  of 
the  tunnel,  so  that  their  openings  do  not  debouche  from  the  crown  of  the  arch,  where 
the  gases  have  a  tendency  to  accumulate.  It  would  then  be  advisable,  in  order  to  ren- 
der the  draught  more  energetic,  to  so  widen  the  lower  openings  of  the  shafts  as  to  join 
them  directly  with  the  crown  of  the  tunnel-arch.  This  operation  performed  atoue  of 
them  seems  to  have  produced  a  good  result.  Another  very  simple  precaution  has  re- 
stored the  confidence  of  the  crew^s,  who  were  much  frightened  by  these  accidents,  the 
cause  of  w^hich  escaped  them. 

"  The  accumulation  of  gas  being  due  to  an  accidental  coincidence  of  motion  between 
the  tow-boat  and  the  current  of  air  in  the  tunnel,  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  by  ar- 
resting the  motion  of  the  convoy  for  a  few  momei^^  and  closing  the  smoke-stack  the 
current  of  air  would  resume  its  action  and  dissipate  the  gas.  A  trial  contirmed  this 
supposition.  Instead  of  accelerating  the  movement,  as  was  at  first  injudiciously  done 
by  the  crew  of  the  tow-boat,  a  few  minutes'  detention  sufficed  for  the  current  of  air  to 
carry  the  smoke  and  gas  far  in  advance,  and  it  rarely  happened  that  the  accumulation 
again  became  very  troublesome  iu  the  course  of  the  same  passage. 

"An  important  amelioration,  it  would  seem,  might  be  made  in  the  machine  Itself; 
the  addition  of  an  apparatus  by  which  the  gas  issuing  from  the  smoke-stack  could  bo 
cooled  and  even  purified  in  part.  This  might,  without  doubt,  be  accomplished  by  clos- 
ing the  chimney  and  forcing  the  gas  by  means  of  a  bellows  into  a  reservoir,  where  it 
would  have  to  traverse  a  circuit  of  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  contact  with  the  water 
of  the  canal,  and  then  expelled  at  the  surface-level.  At  present  the  warm  gases  tend 
to  accumulate  at  the  crown  of  the  arch,  there  forming  a  local  atmosphere  about  the 
heads  of  the  men  employed  on  the  deck  of  the  tow-boat.  By  expelling  them  In  a  cold 
condition  at  the  water- surface,  these  gases,  for  the  greater  part  more  dense  than  the  air, 
would  have  little  tendency  to  rise,  and  would  become  intermingled  with  the  surround- 
ing atmosphere  by  the  movement  of  the  boats.  Their  contact  with  the  water  in  the 
cooler  would  have  the  additional  effect  of  dissolving  a  great  part  of  the  sulphurous 
acid. 

*'  This  apparatus,  the  study  of  which  has  been  asked  of  the  constructor,  not  having  as 
yet  been  establislied,  the  amelioration  which  we  indicate  has  not  received  the  sane- 
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tion  of  experience.  However^  and  althonnrh  the  problem  of  ventilation  has  been  but 
imperfectly  solved  at  the  Pouilly  tnnnel,  the  service  has  >(one  on  regularly  for  a  year 
back ;  and  even  if  the  men  employed  in  this  service  are  sometimes  a  littl**  incommoded 
he  fenrs  which  they  had  conceived  in  the  beginniu^;  have  been  completely  dispelled.'' 

M.  Bazin,  writing  January  25, 1875,*  says :  **  The  service  is  performed  wSth  a  perfect 
regularity,  and  it  is  exceedingly  rare  that  any  one  is  inconvenienced  by  the  gas.  This 
result  is  due  to  the  experience  acquired  by  the  personnel  and  especially  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  engineer  whom  we  have  had  since  Septembar,  lS6i.  The  personal  influ- 
ence of  a  good  engine-man  is  capital.  The  one  we  had  in  the  beginning  allowed  mat- 
ters to  take  their  chances,  and  it  is  without  doubt  to  his  negligence  we  must  attribute 
in  great  part  the  sad  accident  which  happened  in  the  summer  of  1868.  This  accident, 
account  of  which  was  rendered  to  the  administration,  and  probably  with  which  you 
are  therefore  familiar,  took  place  under  the  following  circumstances:  The  crew  of  the 
tow-boat  and  even  the  boatmen  found  themselves  very  much  incommoded  by  the  gas, 
which  a  boat  with  an  elevated  cargo  contributed  to  retain  on  the  convoy.  The  men 
collected  on  the  tow-boat,  detached  the  tow-lines,  and  abandoned  the  boats  in  the  tun- 
nel. Unfortunately  they  had  not  been  able  to  bring  with  them  a  boatman  who  was 
asleep  in  his  cabin.  This  man,  subjected  in  his  sleep  to  the  deleterious  action  of  the 
carbonic  oxide,  against  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  bear  up,  had  lost  consciousness, 
and  the  others  could  not  succeed  in  carrying  him  to  the  tow-boat.  When  they  returned 
to  the  abandoned  convoy  no  further  effect  of  the  gas  was  felt,  but  the  unfortunate 
boatman,  in  spite  of  all  efforts^  died  on  the  following  day  without  return  to  conscious- 
ness. 

"The  new  engine-man,  who  has  been  employed  since  this  accident,  is  a  very  careful 
person,  who  has  himself  made  successive  improvements  in  the  details  of  the  grates, 
which  in  the  first  tow-boat  were  certainly  defective.  The  intervals  between  the  grate- 
bars,  the  dimensions  of  the  openings,  have  been  so  modified  as  always  to  have  a  clear 
fire. 

" The  first  boat  sent  by  M.  ClaparMe  had  a  steam-blast  throwing  a. jet  of  steam  be- 
neath the  grate.  Perceiving  a  production  of  hydro-sulphuric  acid,  I  caused  the  jet  to 
be  placed  in  the  smoke-stack,  but  the  crew  made  no  further  use  of  these  blasts,  which 
they  accused  of  having  contributed  to  the  previous  accidents. 

"According  to  the  experience  of  the  engine-man,  it  is  always  necessary  to  enter  the 
tunnel  with  a  clear  fire.  If  they  enter  with  a  fire  imperfectly  lighted  and  with  too 
much  coal  on  the  grate,  the  action  of  the  blast  employed  to  hasten  combustion  will 
be  dangerous.  It  is  probable  that  a  too  rapid  current  of  air. through  the  flue  forces 
out  the  carbonic  oxide  before  it  has  had  time  to  bum.  Finally,  although  the  service 
operates  perfectly  at  present,  the  question  of  ventilation  has  not  much  advanced. 
The  tonnage  which  we  have  to  move  is  too  small  to  render  costly  experiments  possible. 
I  know  not  whether  this  question  has  been  more  fully  studied  on  the  St.  Quentin 
Canal,  where  the  importance  of  the  traffic  would  perfectly  justify  the  construction  of 
Bpecial  apparatus. 

"  Our  shafts  have  little  depth.  The  neck  of  Pouilly  is  very  depressed,  and  the  maxi- 
mum depth  is  131^  feet,  which  is  very  little  for  a  tunnel  so  long.  The  intervals  vary 
from  524  to  656  feet.  In  the  beginning  these  shafts  were  located  in  couples — that  is  to 
say,  there  were  in  each  656  feet  two  shafts  131  feet  apart.  A  certain  number  of  them 
were  closed  after  the  completion  of  the  works,  and  generally  there  remains  but  one 
shaft  of  each  couple. 

"It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  operating  on  such  a  small  scale,  we  cannot  undertake 
a  complete  study  of  this  question,  difficult  and  now  obscure.'' 

In  the  letter  relating  to  the  St.  Quentin  tunnel,  previously  referred  to,  is  the  follow- 
ing valuable  information : 

"  In  186^ steam-towage  with  submerged  chain,  heretofore  considered  impossible,  was 
inaugurated.  Since  then  it  has  been  successfully  organized  and  perfected.  It  is  at  the 
present  time  in  operation  with  regularity  and  success,  by  means  of  two  tow-boats,  each 
of  which  traverses  twice  per  day  half  the  summit-level,  being  about  li}  miles  going 
and  returning.  When  a  third  boat,  now  in  construction,  will  be  finished,  the  regular- 
ity of  the  service  will  be  perfect,  as  a  tow-boat  in  need  of  repairs  can  be  temporarily 
replaced. 

**The  long  tunnel  of  the  St.  Quentin*Oanal,  which  extends  from  Macqnincourt  to 
Riqueval,  presents  a  development  of  18,603  feet.  Shafts  located  at  distances  of  100 
meters,  and  numbered  from  the  Riqueval  end,  were  excavated  in  its  construction.  The 
sides  of  the  tunnel  are  protected  by  a  masonry  revetment  for  9,515  feet  only,  being  little 
more  than  half  its  length.  Throughout  the  remainder  the  chalk  forms  the  sides  of  the 
gallery.  The  limestone  there  is  very  much  aft'ected  by  the  frost,  and  it  has  been  con- 
sidered indispensable  to  stop  up  all  the  shafts,  and  to  complete  the  closure  by  a  system 

*  Letter  to  M.  Mul69ieux,  transmitted  to  Professor  Andr«3ws,  IT.  S.  M.  A.,  for  General 
J.  G.  Barnard. 
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iD^  ireezintc  weaDoer.  i  ae  veuLiiaciou  uaa  oeeu  impei'iecD  aaa  lue  eiupioymenc  oi 
steam  in  towiDg  of  boats  had  been  despaired  of.  It  has  been  accomplished,  however, 
by  the  following  precautions: 

"  Ist.  The  9  shafts,  Nos.  5,  14,  18,  25,  29,  32,  37,  44,  and  49,  have  been  reopened. 

'^  2d.  Their  upper  extremities  have  been  extended  by  chimneys  3  to  4  meters  in  height. 

"3d.  The  tow-boat  for  traversing  the  tunnel  burns' coke,  and  the  use  of  a  powerful 
blast  renders  the  production  of  smoke  almost  nothing. 

"  The  shafts  are  of  variable  depths,  from  130  to  330  feet.  Thanks  to  these  precau- 
tions, the  passage  of  the  tunnel  is  effected  without  any  person  ever  complaining  of 
having  been  inconvenienced.  As  to  the  action  of  frost  on  the  non-revetted  sides  of  the 
tunnel,  its  effect  is  scarcely  sensible.  When  the  temperature  lowers  and  the  traffic  is  . 
arrested  by  ice  the  doors  of  the  tunnel  are  closed,  and  the  circulation  of  air  almost 
ceases." 

The  experience  of  these  two  long  canal-tunnels  demonstrates  a  number  of  important 
facts.    Among  the  number  are : 

1st.  That  sttam-towing  has  been  successful. 

2d.  That  to  overcome  the  difficulties  of  ventilation,  special  devices  in  the  machinery 
of  the  tow-boat  have  been  necessary. 

3d.  That  coke  should  be  used. 

4th.  That  it  is  desirable  to  have  as  few  steamers  in  operation  as  possible  at  one  time 
within  the  tunnel. 

Special  steamers  will  therefore  be  necessary,  and  the  boats  should  move  in  fleets. 
This  is  true,  even  if  the  tunnel  be  wide  enough  for  passing  everywhere,  or  two  single 
tunnels  be  used.  In  the  latter  case,  if  the  boats  were  to  use  their  own  steam-power, 
there  would  be  with  a  full  trade  probably  more  than  thirty  boats  in  each  tunnel,  all 
steaming  at  once,  while,  if  the  boats  were  moved  in  fleets,  there  would  be  but  one 
steamer  to  each  fleet.  Besides,  these  tow-boats  would  have  special  appliances  to 
decrease  the  quantity  of  smoke  and  gases,  which  would  be  too  much  to  ask  of  all  boats 
doing  business  on  the  canal. 

Believing  the  necessities  for  special  tow-boats  to  be  evident  from  what  precedes, 
further  discussion  is  not  attempted. 

To  move  boats  in  fleets,  the  method  by  submerged  chaiu  is  undoubtedly  the  best. 
There  is  comparatively  little  loss  of  power.  The  method  is  very  simple  in  its  arrange- 
ment. It  consists  of  a  chain  or  cable,  (wire,)  laid  on  the  bottom,  securely  attached  at 
the  ends,  with  a  tow-boat  arrange  I  to  maneuver  along  it. 

What  is  most  important,  it  has  been  put  to  the  test  of  actual  experience,  and  is  there- 
fore not  at  all  experimental.  In  France  this  method  has  received  extensive  applica- 
tion on  the  rivers,  and  is  also  in  use  in  a  portion  of  the  Erie  Canal,  under  the  name  of 
the  Belgian  system  of  towing. 

My  opinion  as  at  present  formed  is  in  favor  of  using  a  chain,  on  account  of  the 
facility  of  repair.  A  break  in  a  tvire  cable  would  require  an  expert  to  splice  it.  This 
would  be  difficult  to  do  if  there  were  not  considerable  slack  available,  as  there  would 
not.be  in  this  instance.  The  chains  used  are  made  in  sections,  connected  by  links, 
which  may  be  readily  opened.  The  section  containing  a  broken  link  may  then  be 
removed  at  any  time,  and  a  new  section  put  in  its  place.  A  supply  is  always  kept  on 
the  tow-boat  for  emergencies. 

For  greater  security  I  would  recommend  that  the  tow-boat  be  provided  with  a  pul- 
ley on  each  side,  and  that  two  chains  be  laid  on  the  bottom  at  a  distance  apart  equal 
to  the  width  of  the  tow-boat.  This  would  be  very  necessary  in  a  tunnel  with  a  cur- 
rent, so  that  if  one  chain  broke  the  fleets  would  still  have  one  to  hold  to;  otherwise 
all  the  boats  eastward  of  the  break  would  be  washed  iuto  the  basin  of  the  eastern 
approach.  The  chain  has  the  further  advantage  of  greater  friction  on  the  bottom,  as 
compared  with  the  wire  cable. 

The  chain  will  have  an  important  use  in  assisting,  by  the  application  of  proper 
brakes,  the  retardation  of  the  descending  fleets  preparatory  to  hauling  them  into  the 
recesses.  Two  chains  will  be  advantageous  in  this  maneuver.  The  chain  always  has 
a  tendency  to  draw  to  the  inner  side  of  a  bend,  and  if  it  did  do  so  would  prevent  the 
progress  of  the  tow-boat.  A  rapid  current  corrects  this  tendency,  or,  if  the  water- 
course be  wide,  the  steering  power  of  the  boat  will  compel  the  chain  to  remain  In  the 
channel.  Within  a  tunnel  we  can  depend  on  neither  of  these  aids,  and  there  must  be 
no  tendency  of  this  kind. 

PERFECT   STRAIGHTXES8  18  NECESSARY. 

Attention  is  now  invited  to  sheet  No.  1  of  the  summit  division.  Mr.  Hutton*s  pro- 
posed tunnel  of  1870  is  laid  out  on  a  curve,  so  as  to  decrease  the  depth  of  shafting,  by 
placing  them  farther  toward  the  valley  than  the  surveyed  or  experimental  line.  By 
increasing  the  depth  of  shafting,  this  location  could  be  made  perfectly  straight.  No 
straight  line  can  be  located  within  the  ^rmits  of  the  survey  of  1874  from  Brush  Creek 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


696  EEPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

to  the  Greenbrier  River  direct  without  prn^at  depth  of  BhafMnp;  or  great  distances 
between  them.  From  the  initial  point  of  this  direct  line  (desif^uated  Northern  line, 
1874)  to  the  south  fork  of  Howard's  Creek  the  ravines  fall  to  the  north  of  the  line,  and 
a  very  pood  location  can  be  obtained  on  that  side,  straight  to  the  Greenbrier  Mount- 
ain. The  best  line  for  tunneling  this  mountain  is  by  way  of  the  two  ravines  imme- 
diately south  of  the  line.  But;  this  line  makes  an  angle  with  any  straight  line  from 
Brush  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier,  and  is  therefore  not  available  for  our  purposew.  If  we 
limit  the  depth  of  shafting  to  about.  600  feet,  the  best  straight  line  through  here  is 
from  Brush  Creek  to  a  point  in  that  ravine  debouching  into  the  valley  of  Howard's 
Creek,  north  of  the  line,  and  heading  near  station  507  -f-  33.  We  would  have  on  this 
location  one  shaft  (eastern)  COO  feet  in  depth,  and  one  (western)  520  feet,  with  a  distance 
•  between  of  9,450  feet. 

Estimating  30  feet  per  month  for  shaft-excavation,  and  100  feet  for  tunnel -heading, 
the  time  of  completion  would  slightly  exceed  sixty-six  months.  The  length  of  the 
tunnel  would  be  about  50,500  feet. 

On  the  southern  line,  from  Brush  Creek  to  the  south  fork  of  Howard's,  the  ravines 
fall  to  the  south.  Beyond  the  railroad,  there  is  a  ravine  south  of  the  line,  heading 
near  station  368  +  50.  On  the  other  side  of  the  crest  the  ravines  fall  to  the  north,  but 
shafting  may  be  obtained  south  of  the  line,  and  lower  down  the  ravines  than  for  Hut- 
ton's  location.  A  straight  line  may  then  be  obtained  from  Brush  Creek  to  Howard's 
Creek,  south  of  the  surveyed  line.  This  line  is  chosen  for  the  following  reasons :  It  has 
much  more  advantageous  shafting  than  either  of  the  others  as  to  depth,  distance  be- 
tween shafts,  and  proximity  of  location  to  r4<lroad  ;.  it  requires  about  9,000  feet  less 
tunnel  than  the  line  from  Brush  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier  direct,  and  .while  the  tunnel 
is  somewhat  longer  than  Hutton's  proposed  tuunel  of  1870*,  there  is  t-aved  more  than 
13,000  feet  of  canal  on  the  earitern  slope. 

The  necessity  of  towing  the  boats  through  the  tunnel  in  fleets  being  admitted,  there 
must  be  a  basin  of  suitable  dimensions  at  each  end.  As  the  line  must  enter  the  vallt^y 
of  Howard's  Creek  below  the  level  of  the  stream,  on  accouut  of  water-supply,  the 
basin  at  this  end  is  readily  obtained  by  building  a  dam  at  a  proper  point,  and  a  baeiu 
may  be  obtained  in  Brush  Creek  Valley  in  the  same  way. 

The  elevation  of  the  tunnel,  which  is  the  summit,  should  be  now  fixed.  The  eleva- 
tion of  1,700  ff  et  above  tide  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Lorraine,  and  adopted  for  Hut- 
ton's  location  of  1870.  On  account  of  the  expensive  approach  iu  Howard's  Creek,  it 
has  been  suggested  to  raise  the  summit  20  feet.  (See  Mr.  Latrobe'a  letter  t-o  Chief  of 
Engineers,  8upi)lementary  to  the  report  of  the  board  of  engineers,  March  19,  1874.) 

Various  considerations' enter  the  discussion  of  this  question.  If  the  lower  level  be 
adopted,  the  basin  in  Brush  Creek  Valley  (see  sheet  No.  2,  summit  division)  may  be 
formed  by  a  dam  a  short  distance  below  station  77  ■+■  50,  and  the  tunnel  should*  de- 
bouch near  the  ujipcr  end  of  the  pool.  This  pool  will  have  about  1,800  feet  effective 
length ;  its  total  length  will  be  somewhat  more.  If  the  higher  level  be  chosen,  the 
dam  may  be  located  at  station  89,  giving  a  pool  of  abour.  the  same  effective  length  as 
the  other.  There  is  scarcely  enough  difference  in  the  capacity  of  these  pools  to  have 
weight  in  the  decision.  A  basiu  of  necessary  capiicity  for  cither  level  may  be  obtained 
in  Howard's  Creek. 

The  valley  of  this  creek  (see  sheet  No,  3,  summit  division)  below  Hart's  Run  to 
Caldwell's  station  is  narrow  and  tortuous.  Xenr  the  point  where  Hutton's  line  of 
1870  debouches  is  a  rock-spur  80  to  100  feet  above  the  valley,  and  causing  it  to  make 
an  abrupt  bend.  From  station  582 -f  47.8  up  the  valley,  for  about  1.000  feet,  high 
ground,  having  the  character  of  a  bluff,  comes  very  close  to  the  line.  The  level  of  the 
creek  near  here  is  about  1,744  feet — too  high  to  permit  it  to  enter  the  canal  at  the 
higher  level.  For  either  level,  the  cutting  will  be  deep  and  long.  It  must  also  be 
wide  if  it  pass  around  the  bend ;  in  which  ca.ne  the  creek  shouid  be  passed  through 
the  spur.  To  avoid  this,  I  recommend  that  the  creek  bo  passed  over  the  cut,  and  that 
the  spur  be  tunneled  for  the  canal.  The  canal  and  creek  will  then  connect  below.  If 
we  suppose  the  creek-bottom  4  feet  above  the  crown  of  the  aquedu3t-arch,  aud  that  20 
feet  be  as  little  as  can  be  admitted  between  the  water-surface  and  the  crown,  then  the 
water-surface  can  be  no  higher  than  (1720.)  This  is,  therefore,  taken  as  the  superior 
limit  of  the  elevation  of  the  summit  [».  e.  with  "canal  bottom"  at  (1713.)] 

We  can  now  locate  the  tunnel-lines  for  these  two  levels,  (1713)  and  (1700.)  It  is  de- 
sirable to  have  the  approach  cut  in  the  valley  of  Howard's  Creek  straight,  and  in  the 
prolongation  of  the  tubuel,  so  that  the  cut  may  be  no  wider  than  the  tunnel  and  the 
towage  by  submerged  chain  may  be  used  from  one  basin  to  the  other. 

The  low  bluff  above  station  582  -f  48  should  be  avoided,  and  in  Brush  Creek  Valley 
the  tunnel  should  debouch  so  as  to  utilize  the  basin  corresponding  id  the  level  taken. 
The  eastern  portal  for  the  (1700)  level  is  taken  near  the  upper  extremity  of  the  1700 
curve.  The  entire  pool  will  t  hen  bo  below.  Line  "A"  is  the  line  recommended  for  this 
level.    Forthe  (1713)  level  line  "B"  is  recommended.    This  line  has  almost  the  identical 

•  Hutton's  tunnel  is  40,380  feet  in  length.    1  he  tunnel  now  recommended  is  41,505. 
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location  of  appwach  in  Howard's  Creek  as  the  (1700)  level,  (see  sheet  No.  3,  summit  di- 
vision) but  debouches  in  the  valley  of  Brush  Creek  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  (1720) 
curve.  These  lines,  as  shown  on  sheet  No.  1,  are  the  lines  of  shafting.  If  the  lower 
level  be  taken,  it  is  intended  the  tunnel  and  approaches  shall  be  north  of  the  shafts, 
while  the  opposite  is  intended  for  the  higher  level* 

The  basin  in  Howard's  Creek  Valley  is  formed  in  each  case  by  a  dam  ju-t  below  sta- 
tion 106  -f-  73  of  the  Howard's  Creek  line. 

Each  of  these  lines  has  advantages  and  disadvantages  peculiar  to  itself,  and  it  is 
thought  best  to  place  a  statement  of  them  side  by  side  the  hotter  to  judge  of  the  merits 
of  each. 

Upper  level.  Lower  level. 


Length  of  main  tunnel,  43,040  feet;  be- 
ing 1,540  feet  longer  than  for  higher  leveL 

By  using  shafts  Nos.  2,  6,  and  7  of  this 
line,  the  tunnel  may  be  excavated  in  50^ 
months. 

By  shafts  5  hiSf  and  7,  the  excavation 
will  require  59f  months. 

By  shafts  Nos.  5  &i«,  and  8,  the  excava- 
tion will  require  64|  mouths. 

By  shafts  1  and  3,  Lewis  Mountain  will 
be  tunneled  in  51f  months. 

The  eastern  heading  of  Lewis  Mountain 
will  not  be  open  to  the  portal  till  the  end 
of  the  twenty-second  mouth.  This  is  quite 
an  advantage  to  the  upper  level. 


Length  of  main  tunnel,  41,505  feet. 

It  is  probable  that  shaft  No.  6  of  this 
line  is  unavailable  from  depth  and  diffi- 
culty of  approach. 

•  By  shafts  bis,  and  7,  the  excavation  will 
require  57|  mouths. 

By  shafts  Nos.  5  &i>,  and  8,  the  excava- 
tion will  require  62.13  months. 

By  shafts  1  and  3  6i«,  Lewis  Mountain 
will  be  tunneled  in  47.5  months. 

By  shafts  1  and  3  his,  Lewis  Mountain 
will  be  tunneled  iji  45'J  months. 

Pumping  will  stop  at  shaft  No.  1  in 
eleven  months,  and  the  eastern  heading 
of  Lewis  Mountain  will  be  open  to  the 
portal. 

It  is  thus  seen  that,  for  time  of  excavation,  the  only  apparent  advantage  possessed 
by  the  lower  level,  exclusive  of  lockage,  is  the  availability  of  nhaft  No.  6,  and  less  time 
for  the  excavation  of  the  headings  between  shafts  Nos.  3  and  4,  and  between  shafts 
Nos.  4  and  5,  or  5  bis.  In  the  estimates  made  for  times  of  excavation,  30  feet  per  month 
is  allowed  for  shafr-cxcavation,  and  100  feet  per  month  for  tunnel-heading.  These 
rates  of  progress  are  taken  the  same  whether  the  headings  be  diivou  from  deep  or 
shallow  shafts  or  from  a  portul. 

By  omitting  shaft  No.  6,  the  upper  level  has  the  advantage  in  time  of  excavation, 
which  it  retains,  if  shafts  Nos.  7  and  2  be  omitted. 

In  considering  how  far  the  omission  of  these  shafts  will  delay  the  execution  of  the 
work,  the  expniiences  at  other  works  of  this  kind  are  interesting. 

Mr.  H.  D.  \Vhit<;onib  writes  uie  as  follows,  rehiti*  g  to  the  Great  Bend  Tunnel :  "  I  do 
not  know  that  I  found  any  ditforonce  in  penetrating  from  shafts  or  portals.  So  long  as 
the  hoisting-power  is  sufficient,  there  can  be  no  material  difference."  (He  states  very 
little  water  was  found.) 

The  earlier  progrees  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  affords  no  criterion  of  the  progress  to  be 
here  expected,  and  we  can  only  use  the  results  from  the  time  Messrs.  Shanly  commenced 
operations  in  1869.  The  central  shaft  was  already  excavated  to  a  depth  of  583  feet, 
leaving  445  feet  to  grade.  Work  commenced  here' May  20,  18^)9,  and  the  excavation 
reached  grade  August  12,  1870,  in  little  less  than  fifteen  months,  the  rate  being  30.1 
feet  per  mouth. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  progress  was  in  the  lower  half  of  a  shaft  1,028  feet 
deep,  it  may  well  be  assumed  that  the  excavation  will  be  much  more  rapid  in  the 
shafts  of  the  Alleghany  Tunnel,  especially  in  those  shafts  less  than  300  feet  in 
depth.  In  the  Hoosao  Tunnel,  1869,  the  averacre  monthly  progress  from  portal-head- 
ings was  137.7  feet;  in  1870,  119.3  feet;  in  1871,  130  feet;  in  lo72,  133  feet;  and  in 
1873,  135  feet. 

Two  and  fonr-tenths  months  were  employed,  after  the  shaft  was  sunk,  in  prepara- 
tions for  the  tunnel-extension,  such  as  trimming  the  sides  of  the  shafts,  repairing  and 
strengthening  the  timbers  and  girders,  in  the  removal  of  the  pipes  and  pumping-ma- 
chinery  provided  by  the  State  which  were  used  while  making  the  shaft,  and  the  re- 
placing them  by  mains  and  pumps  of  larger  capacity.  Much  of  this  time  might  have 
been  saved  had  the  original  preparations  been  adequate.  The  shaft,  as  has  been  stated, 
reached  grade  August  12,  1870.  Owing  to  the  above  delays  and  the  breaking  of  ma- 
chinery, only  60  feet  advance  was  made  at  one  heading  from  this  shaft,  and  87  feet  at 
the  other  heading,  to  Jannary  1, 1871.  During  the  next  year  only  277  feet  were  driven 
from  one  of  these  headings,  and  153  feet  from  the  other.  In  1872,  better  progress  was 
made,  at  one  heading  1,226  feet  being  driven,  (in  llf  months,)  while  bat  119  feet  ad- 
vance was  made  at  the  other.  **  The  advance  of  this  heading  was  suspended  during 
more  than  t«n  months  of  the  year,  by  reason  of  enforced  delays  arising  out  of  the  large 
volume  of  water  encountered,  and  an  apprehension  of  developing  a  further  increase  of 
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qnantity,  which  would  exceed  the  resoarces  of  the  pumping-inachinery  provided  for 
its  removal."* 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  progress  at  one  heading  was  a  little  more  than  100  feet  per 
monthf  and  it  probably  vrould  have  been  as  rapid  at  the  other,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fear  of  water,  or  had  sufficient  pumping-macbinery  been  provided.  Even  the  former 
shows  much  less  progress  than  the  portal-headings.  Shafts  2  and  6  are  more  difficult 
of  access  than  Nos.  1  and  5,  or  5  bisj  and  preparations  could  not  be  made  at  the  former 
as  soon  as  at  the  latter. 

Referring  now  to  the  profile  of  line  A,  (sheet  No.  1,  summit  division,)  we  see  that 
by  our  original  assumption  the  headings  between  shafts  Nos.  5  and  6  will  meet  at  a 
point  1,343  feet  from  the  latter,  and  shaft  No.  6  will  he  used  for  the  excavation  of  2,666 
feet  of  tunnel  to  this  time. 

If  shaft  No.  5  bis  be  used,  instead  of  No.  5,  the  headinffs  will  meet  93  feet  from  shaft 
No.  6,  and  only  1,866  feet  will  be  excavated  by  means  of  this  latter  shafb  up  to  this  time. 
The  time  saved  by  the  use  of  shaft  No.  6,  as  computed,  is  nine  and  one-fourth  months, 
but  the  practical  saving  would  undoubtedly  be  less  than  this,  on  account  of  the  greater 
accessibility  of  the  shorter  shaft  and  greater  liability  to  accidental  contingencies  of 
the  longer  one. 

Merely  as  a  matter  of  opinion,  I  would  say  the  real  saving  of  time  would  be  about 
6  months. 

We  will  assume  6  months'  saving  of  time.  Shafts  No.  5  his  and  7  of  line  B  differ 
little  in  their  circumstances  from  the  corresponding  shafts  of  line  A,  the  former  being 
20  feet  less  in  depth,  the  latter  40  greater.  The  computed  difference  in  time  of  exca- 
vation is  2^  months  in  favor  of  line  B.  We  will  call  it  2  months,  omitting  the  ^,  as 
the  advantage  which  shaft  No.  7  of  line  A  has  over  shaft  7  of  line  B.  Line  A  would 
then  have  but  4  months'  advantage  over  line  B  in  time  of  execution  in  the  tunneling 
of  Kate's  Mountain.  Assuming  equal  progress  at  all  shafts  and  all  headings,  the  head- 
ings between  shafts  No.  1  and  No.  2  of  line  A  would  meet  at  a  point  683  feet  from  shaft 
No.  2,  and  1,366  feet  of  tunnel  up  to  this  time  be  excavated  through  this  latter.  The 
time  saved  by  this  shaft  is  computed  at  6.83  months.  If  we  suppose  the  same  decrease 
of  time  saved  in  practice  as  was  assumed  for  shaft  No.  6,  line  A  will  present  no  advan- 
tage whatever  in  the  time  of  tunneling  Lewis  Mountain  over  line  B,  even  if  we  sup- 
pose shaft  2  to  be  used  in  the  former  and  omitted  in  the  latter. 

The  shore  tunnel  in  Howard's  Creek  Valley  is  56  feet  longer  for  the  lower  than  for 
the  higher  level. 

The  final  determination  of  the  cross-section  of  the  tunnel  should  now  be  made. 

If  passing-places  be  decided  upon,  that  fact  should  be  taken  into  consideration. 
That  the  towing  should  be  by  submerged  chain  is  assumed.  The  boats  should  then 
follow  the  axis  of  the  tunnel,  and  the  widths  of  turn-outs  should  be  sufficient  to  admit 
of  boats  passing  easily.  The  width  of  boats  is  taken  at  23  feet  6  inches.  For  the  main 
tunnel  section,  the  printed  form,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Latrobe,  is  the  best,  affording 
good  heights,  with  least  excavation,  besides  being  the  shape  which  the  excavation 
will  naturally  assume. 


Oar  estimates  for  the  power  neoessary  for  the  tow-boat  have  been  made  for  a  sup- 
posed water-way  31  feet  6  inches  in  width  at  the  surface  and  11  feet  deep.  With  these 
data,  the  adjoined  diagram  of  section  at  turn-out  is  constructed. 

*  Report  of  standing  committee  on  the  Troy  and  Greenfield  Railroad  and  Hooaac 
Tunnel  for  1872. 
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One-hall  the  width  of  the  mam  tuunel  section  is 15\9'' 

One-half  the  width  of  boat  is 1I'.9'' 

Clearspace  between  boats VO" 

Width  of  boat  in  recess 23'.6" 

Wooden  fenders  bailt  in  the  wall  of  recess  (to  preserve  boats  from  injury  by 

the  waves)  projecting 0'.3" 

Total  width  (water-snrfaoe)  at  recess 53' .0" 

This  is,  certainly,  as  little  width  as  can  be  given  with  the  assnmed  widths  of  boat 
and  of  main  tunnel. 


Cost  per  foot  of  ordinary  tunnel- 
Brick 356.66666 

Stone 12.216^ 

Excavation :....     182.77777 


251. 6607-^ 


Cost  per  foot  of  recess — 

Brick $79  20 

Stone 13  04 

Excavation 242  95 


435  19 
251  66 


Excess  of  recess  over  ordinary  tunnel --.     183  53 

This  section  is  taken  as  the  basis  for  estimates. 

The  lower  level  exceeds  in  cost  the  upper  level  by  the  following  items : 

1,591  feet  of  tunnel,  at  $25H  per  foot §400,401  67 

252,415.82  cubic  yards  of  rock-excavation,  at  $1  per  yard 252, 415  82 

75,159.74  cubic  yards  of  loose  rock-excavation,  at  50  cents  per  yard 37, 579  87 

1,140  feet  of  shafting,  (10  by  40  by  1,140,)  16,888,889  cubic  yards,  at  $10  per 

yard 168,888  89 

358,82  cubic  yards  of  dam-masonry,  at  $8  per  yard 2, 879  81 

Total 862,157  06 

This  is  partially  offset  by  the  following  items,  in  which  the  upper  level  exceeds  the 
lower  in  cost : 

9,714.17  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  25  cents $2,428  54 

8,635.35  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  30  cents 2,590  60 

12,888.90  cubic  yards  lock-masonry,  at  $9 116,000  10 

Lumberfor  7  locks,  at $3,400 23,800  00 

Gates  and  miter-eUls,  at  $3,150 22,050  00 

Total 166,869  24 

The  cost  of  the  lower  level  we  see  to  be  nearly  or  quite  $700,000  in  excess  of  the 
higher,  while  the  saving  in  the  time  of  excavation  will  be,  at  the  outside,  but  6^  months. 

Considering  the  cost  of  the  entire  line,  I  do  not  think  the  lower  level  to  possess  suffi- 
cient advantages  to  balance  this  excess  of  cost,  and  the  level  of  1,713  feet  above  tide  is 
therefore  recommended. 

If  the  boats  be  passed  through  the  tunnel  in  fleets  and  turn-outs  be  adopted,  the 
times  of  departure  should  be  at  equal  intervals.  The  proper  intervals  between  the 
departures  of  successive  fleets  should  be  established  before  determining  the  number 
and  dimensions  of  the  turn-outs.  The  convenience  of  commerce  requires  that  it  be  as 
short  as  possible,  while  the  minimum  expenditure  of  power  requires  that  fleets  be  as 
large  as  can  be  handled  easily.  We  will  suppose  the  interval  to  be  two  hours;  assum- 
ing eight  lockages  in  this  time  in  each  direction,  the  fleets  will  consiMt  of  eight  boats. 
Two  fleets  will  then  emerge  each  two  hours,  (one  from  each  portal.)  In  the  formula 
n  =  N  t',  N  will  then  equal  unity ;  n  will  conform  to  f.  For  economy  of  power  the  rate 
of  movement  should  be  slow,  while  economy  of  construction  requires  that  it  should  be 
rapid. 

The  following  table  (IV)  is  formed  by  reducing  the  velocities  in  Table  I  to  1  mile 
per  hour,  assuming  the  resistances  to  vary  as  the  squares  of  the  velocities,  and  taking 
the  supposition  as  correct  that  the  resistance  for  the  first  boat  per  unit  of  submerged 
section  is  double  that  per  unit  for  the  succeeding  boats  of  the  same  fleet.  Experiment 
6  is  omitted,  as  the  fleet  was  formed  of  rafts. 
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Table  IV. 


Number  of  ex];erimeut. 


5 

I 


» 


1 \  I 

^ i{  \ 

' \  I 

* )  a 

' :i  I 

^ 1^  I 

\C  3 

8 <  3 

I  ^ 

9 T 


B 
C 

D 
E 

F 
H 
I 

K 
L 

M 

N 
0 

T 
U 

V 
W 
X 


m 


13^ 


'ill 

I    r/5 


V64.04  {. 
^  i 

1 72. 12  |. 

|J68.89^ 

J65.e6  I 

V69.96  I 

>  I 


04 

72.66 
74.47 


57.05 

73.73 

67.19 

130. 78 

135.63 
401.50 


lii 

BS  ?;  c 
S  =^ 


128.08 

144. 24 

i:'4.  83 

203. 05 

227. 11 

272.86 

280.95 
550.44 


?c 


r»co.  1 

51-8. 5 
4^0.6 

580.4 
519.3 

.164.  8 
G<»8.  5 
599.6 

760.6 
t)93.7 


(     63 

]     79; 
(     6oi 


634.4 

93.6 

656.2 


1,  048.  6 
1,  021.  5 

;  1, 0.%.  8 

1.171.9 

[  1, 151.  6 

1,  906. 7 


§«5 

fi  «  fc  » 


3. 90S 
4.  fi65 
3.8*i2 

4.024 
3.600 

2.699 
3.123 
a  077 

.•?.  709 
3.386 

2.793 
3.494 

2.8i?9 

3.843 

3. 7<-0 

3.690 
4;  17 1 
4.099 


The  arrangement  of  this  table  has  made  apparent  a  fact  which  had  escaped  atten- 
tion before,  viz,  that  in  those  experiments  in  which  three  results  are  given,  the  second 
shows  invariably  a  greater  resistance  than  eir.her  of  the  others.  The  direction  of 
movement  of  the  different  boats  or  Aeeta  was  the  same  in  all,  and  the  second  result 
refers  to  the  middle  of  the  tunnel,  where  the  resistance  was  then  greater  than  at  either 
end.  In  the  second,  fonrth,  and  seventh  experiments,  the  first  velocity  and  resistance 
noted  were  near  the  middle  of  the  tunnel,  the  second  nearer  the  farther  end,  thus 
confirming  the  indications  of  the  first,  third,  fifth,  and  eighth  experiments. 

In  the  ninth  experiment  the  space  passed  over  was  from  near  the  middle  to  near  tbe 
end.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  in  discussing  the  results  of  such  experiments,  to  con- 
sider this  fact,  and  not  to  compare  the  data  furnished  from  different  portions  of  tbe 
tunnel  with  each  other.  It  is  to  be  inferred  that  if  the  tunnel  were  longer,  the  resistance 
near  the  middle  would  be  still  greater  than  here  noted. 

Considering  the  small  number  of  experiments,  this  table  demonstrates  in  a  remark- 
able manner  the  deduction  of  M.  Baziu  from  Table  I,  which  is,  that  the  co-efficient  of 
resistance  for  each  boat  following  the  first  in  a  fleet;  may  with  safety  be  taken  as  one- 
half  this  co-efficient  for  the  first  boat. 

Tbe  third  part  of  the  eighth  experiment  is  apparently  an  exceotion  to  this  rule,  but 
in  this  part  the  point  of  departure  was  610  feet  nearer  the  middle  of  the  tunnel  than 
the  point  of  departure  for  the  third  part  of  the  first  experiment,  though  the  termlaus 
was  the  same  in  each  case. 

An  inspection  of  Table  IV  would  seem  to  show  that  in  our  calculations  for  the  power 
necessary  for  our  tow-boat,  we  may  as-^nrae  5  pounds  resistance  per  unit  of  total  sub- 
merged area  [=(8-f-l)  (23'.5x6'.5J  =1374.75,]  and  the  total  resistance  for  1  mile  per 
hour  =6K73.75.  With  the  proposed  area  of  water-section,  I  estimate  that  the  current 
through  the  tunnel  would  be  one- third  mile  per  hour  to  feed  the  canal  east  of  the 
summit-level.  If  we  suppo^  that  one-third  mile  per  hour  will  be  necessary,  in  addi- 
tion, to  overcome  this  current,  there  will  be  required  12,220  pounds  total  traction. 

Labroussi  deduces  the  following  form  ila  for  the  useful  effect  of  trao'ion  with  sub- 
merged chains : 


V      2[ 


—  H 
255 


H  represents  tbe  depth  of  water  in  meters,  but  is  really  the  vertical  distance  from 
the  bottom  to  the  point  where  the  chain  leaves  the  pulley.    We  will  be  safe  to  as- 
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12,338  pouDds.    The  work  of  the  machine  at  this  point  will  be,  say,  44.1  horse-power. 

In  these  e6tin]at;e8  the  resistance  of  the  tow-boat  itself  has  been  neglected,  bnt  we 
have  considered  the  westward-bonud  boats  alone,  and  supposed  each  to  be  loaded  to 
€  feet  6  inches.  It  is  probable  that  the  draught  of  even  heavily-loaded  boats  will  not 
exceed  6  feet  4  inches,  and  many  of  the  westward  boats  will  be  lightly  loaded. 

I  think  two-thirds  of  the  above  estimate  of  total  submerged  area  are  to  be  sufficient 
for  westward  fleets.  The  actual  velocity  of  1  mile  per  hour  being  obtained,  one  turn- 
out per  mile  will  be  necessary. 

At  times,  if  sufficient  wateV  flows  in  Brush  Creek  after  heavy  rains  to  supply  tempo- 
rarily the  quantity  necessary  for  the  canal  to  Dunlap'.s  Creek,  (in  which  the  water  will 
also  be  high,)  there  will  be  no  current  in  the  tunnel,  and  the  formula  n  =N  (t?  -f-  n  /) 
must  be  satisfied.  Substituting  for  n  and  N  their  values,  we  have  v  -\-  t=l;  that  is, 
the  time  of  passing  from  one  turn-out  to  another,  (being  one  mile  apart,)  added  to  the 
Time  lost  at  a  turn-out,  must  not  exceed  one  hour.  We  have  calculated  the  resistance 
for  H  niiles  per  hour;  v  will  then  be  f,  and  t  must  not  exceed  i  of  an  hour,  or  15  min- 
utes.   This  would  seem  ample  time  for  the  maneuver  at  the  turn-out  in  still  water. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is  whether  the  strain  may  not  exceed  the  strength 
of  a  chain  of  onliuary  dimensions.  If  we  neglect  the  friction  on  the  bottom,  the 
greatest  strain  occurs  when  all  the  fleets  moving  in  the  same  direction  are  alone  using 
the  chain.  This  will  happen  when  the  eastward  fleets  are  all  in  the  turn-outs  nt  once, 
which  may  frequently  occur.  We  must  then  provide  sufficient  strength  for  5  fleets. 
A  chain  employed  on' the  Upper  Seine*  is  made  from  0.8^6-inch  iron,  and  sustained  a 
test-strain  of  26,448  pounds  before  use.  This  chain  weighs  about  7.6  pounds  per  run- 
ning foot. 

Lagrecd  assumes  the  friction  equal  to  one-half  the  weight  of  the  chain ;  about  one- 
seventh  must  be  deducted  for  loss  of  weight  in  water.  The  friction  would  then  be 
more  than^Si  pounds  per  running  foot,  aggregnting  16,926  pounds  per  mile.  The  dis- 
Tance  between  fleets  would  be  2  miles,  and,  therefore,  the  tension  would  become 
zero  before  half  this  distance  were  reached,  as  we  have  found  the  tension  for  each  fleet 
to  be  12,220  pounds. 

Labrousse  mentions  an  instance  in  which,  if  we  suppose  a  force  of  traction  of  2.2 
pounds  necessary  on  an  open  canal  for  each  ton  with  a  velocity  of  3.28  feet  per  second, 
the  friction  must  have  been  0.58  of  the  weight  of  the  chain  on  the  bottom.  Or,  sup- 
posing this  force  of  traction  but  1.1  pounds,  the  friction  would  be  0.29  of  this  weight. 
Under  this  latter  supposition  the  resistance  would  aggregate  20,365  pounds  in  the  dis- 
tance between  2  fleets,  and  the  tension  would  become  zero  in  about  6,332  feet  ahead  of 
each  tow-boat.  It  is,  then,  more  than  probable  that  the  tension  necessary  on  the  chain 
will  at  no  time  exceed  the  tension  necessary  for  one  fleet,  which  we  have  seen  is  less 
than  50  per  cent,  of  the  test-strain  of  the  chain  in  use  on  the  Seine. 

The  strength  of  the  chain  is  then  an  assured  matter,  assuming  the  net  velocity  of 
movement  at  one  mile  per  hour  with  8  boats  in  tow.  Assuming  four  lockages  per 
hour  as  the  maximum  trade  to  be  provided  for  by  turn-outs,  we  will  now  compare  the 
2-hour  interval  with  others,  viz,  4,  3, 1|,  and  1  hour  intervals,  supp^osing  the  tow-boats 
in  each  case  to  work  to  44.1  horse- power,  (eff'ective.)    Table  V  snows  tnis  comparison. 

*  Lagren^. 
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It  is  thus  seen  that  for  this  power  of  tow-boat,  ecoDomy  of  constraction  is  on  the 
side  of  small  fleets  or  short  intervals.  The  3  and  4  hour  intervals  are  rejected.  We 
can  provide  for  the  assumed  trade  with  this  expenditare'of  power  by  either  of  the 
three  latter  intervals,  and  with  little  difference  of  cost;  for  the  2  hour  interval  will 
reqaire  4  less  steamers,  and  the  1^-hour  interval  3  less  steamers  than  the  one-hour 
interval.  The  original  cost  of  these  steamers,  with  wages  of  crews,  running- expenses, 
and  repairs,  will  go  far  to  remove  the  inequality.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  the 
phase  tne  question  takes  by  assuming  the  same  tension  of  chains  for  the  three  latter 
intervals ;  the  tension  assumed  is  that  for  the  2-hour  interval,  12.33!5  pounds : 


Interrals  of  departure. 

1 

1 
g 

Is 

It 

1 

1 

is 

in 

H 

p 

■3 

h 
P 

1 

li 

o 

^ 

H 

5z5 

< 

w 

Two 

1.3333 

1.000 

44.4 

5280 

8 

8448 

11,  558. 909  44 

ODe  and  a  half 

1.5114 
1.7S83 

1. 1782 
1.4550 

49.6 
547 

4666 
3832 

9 
11 

{•208 
7-.i60 

1,531,229  94 

Oue 

1,339,087  80 

Under  this  supposition,  the  2-hour  and  labour  intervals  remain  the  same  in  regard 
to  cost.  The  cost  in  the  1-hour  interval  is  reduced  Sl22,3y9.80,  the  number  of  steamers 
necessary  is  reduced  by  1,  but  the  power  of  each  tow-boat  is  increased  14.6  horse-power. 
If  we  suppose  the  friction  one-half  the  weight  of  the  chain  on  the  bottom,  it  would 
amount  in  the  distance  between  fleets  to  13,123  pounds  with  the  chain  in  use  on  the 
Seine,  being  but  765  pounds  more  than  the  tension  assumed.  Deducting  the  amount 
of  chain  raised  from  the  bottom  by  the  tow-boat,  these  two  forces  would  be  about  the 
same.  But  if  the  friction  should  be  less  than  one-half  the  weight,  the  surplus  tension 
would  be  transmitted  forward,  and  the  accumulation  from  the  different  fleets  might  be 
more  than  a  proper  chain  should  be  subject  to.  High  velocities  with  short  intervals 
should  on  this  account  be  avoided.  Low  velocities  with  short  intervals  effect  no  sav- 
ing in  cost,  while  rendering  ventilation  more  difficult  because  of  the  greater  number 
of  steamers  required. 

All  things  considered,  the  1^-honr  interval  with  the  lower  power  is  recommended  as 
the  arrangement  to  be  adopted  in  the  method  by  fleets  and  passing-places.  It  requires 
1  more  steamer  than  the  2-nour  interval,  but  a  higher  velocity  can  be  more  safely  and 
easily  obtained  should  it  become  necessary  from  any  cause ;  and  the  saving  of  time 
will  amount  to  a  good  deal  in  a  year's  trade,  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  greater  diffi- 
culty of  ventilation,  should  a  difficulty  of  this  kind  arise. 

Bv  spacing  the  turn-outs  at  distances  of  4,435  feet,  as  required  by  Table  V,  beginning 
at  the  eastern  portal,  the  ninth  turn-out  will  be  about  1,700  feet  inside  the  west  portal, 
the  tenth  will  be  between  the  first  and  second  crossings  of  Howard's  Creek,  and  the 
eleventh  will  be  within  the  short  tunnel.  The  proper  place  for  this  last  turn-out,  being 
the  first  approaching  from  the  west,  is  below  the  short  tunnel,  where  the  boats  will 
naturally  collect  and  form  tows.  If  this  turn-out  be  placed  here,  and  eleven  turn-outs 
be  used,  one  of  two  alternatives  must  be  adopted :  either  the  turn-outs  must  be  placed 
farther  apart  than  4,435  feet  throughout  the  line,  or  one  turn-out  must  be  located  be- 
tween the  main  and  short  tunnels,  and  the  open  cut  be  made  sufficiently  wide  to  de- 
crease the  resistance,  so  that  sufficient  speed  may  be  obtained  here  to  m  jke  up  for  the 
greater  distance  between  turn-outs.  This  firat  is  not  advisable.  The  second  is  more 
expensive  than  the  excavation  of  an  additional  turn-out  in  the  open  cut.  Accordingly 
the  first  turn-out  from  the  west,  which  is  but  a  harbor  for  the  formation  of  fleets,  is 
placed  below  the  short  tunnel ;  the  third  is  immediately  outside  the  west  portal  of  the 
main  tunnel.  Nine  turn-outs  will  be  necessary  within  the  long  tunnel.  Tnere  is  suffi- 
cient available  space  in  a  straight  line  outside  the  east  portal  for  the  formation  of  a 
fleet  of  six  boats,  still  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  not  be  necessary  for  the  fleet  just 
formed  to  enter  immediately  on  the  exit  of  the  eastward  boats.  It  is  well  to  have  a 
margin  of  time  to  remove  the  eastward  boats  out  of  the  way;  to  attach  the  westward 
tow-boat  to  the  chain,  and  to  assure  a  proper  condition  of  its  fires  before  entering.    To 

Srovide  this  margin  of  time,the  first  turn-out  from  the  east  portal  should  be  at  a  lees 
itance  from  the  portal  than  the  distance  between  turn-outs.    By  spacing  the  turn-outs 
at  distances  oC  4,350  feet  from  center,  to  center,  which  is  85  feet  less  than  required  by 
Table  Y,  beginning  at  the  turn-out  just  outside  the  west  portal,  the  conditions  seem  to 
be  fulfilled  in  a  reasonable  manner. 
The  second  turn-out  in  Howard's  Creek  Valley  is  located  above  the  aqueduct  for  pass- 
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iufr  the  creek  over  the  cot  and  on  the  side  opposite  the  creek.  The  creek  is  to  be  turned 
into  the  sloughs  about  opposite  the  porta],  and  Trhere  necessary  the  earth  excavated 
from  the  tunnel-approach  will  be  formed  ioto  a  dike  to  prevent  floods  from  flowing 
into  the  cut.  The  out  is  to  bo  arched  over  for  a  distance  of  1,200  feet  above  the  short 
tunnel,  to  pass  Howard's  Creek  and  its  floods.  The  dike  will  terminate  at  the  npper 
extremity  of  this  arching.  The  connection  of  the  creek  and  canal  below  the  short 
tunnel  is  to  be  made  as  follows:  The  creek-bed  will  be  excavated  for  600  feet  up- 
stream to  a  width  of  80  feet,  the  lower  half  to  the  level  of  canal-bottom,  the  upper  half 
to  the  level  of  the  comb  of  the  dam  below,  viz,  1,721.  Across  the  lower  end  of  the 
upper  half  will  be  a  dam  5  feet  high,  which  may  be  natural  if  the  rock  be  met  with 
and  will  permit  it.  This  dam  will  have  a  gate,  which  may  be  opened  at  low  water, 
)>orniitting  the  artificial  pool  above  to  be  drained  oft,  when  the  sand  and  gravel  brought 
-down  by  the  creek  and  there  deposited  may  be  removed. 

A  supporting- wall  for  the  movable  materials  for  the  creek-bed  above  will  probably 
be  necessary  to  keep  them  out  of  the  catch-gravel  pool. 

The  Howard's  Creek  dam  is  located  below  Caldwell  Station,  where  the  valley  widens 
out  as  it  approaches  the  Greenbrier.  This  location,  though  requiring  a  dam  about  40 
feet  in  height,  seems  to  be  the  best.  1  at  first  thought  of  adopting  a  location  near 
station  (i7  -f  71.2,  which  would  require  a  dam  about  IGfeet  high.  But  this  would  rou- 
•der  necessary  the  constructing  of  more  than  1,200  feet  of  feeder  over  very  bad  ground. 

In  leaving  this  dam  one  of  two  methods  might  be  adopted  : 

1st.  A  guard-lock  at  the  dam  on  the  left  of  the  valley  ;  then  a  cut  not  less  than  30 
feet  deep  lor  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  an  aqueduct  over  Howard's  Creek. 

2d.  Lock  down  from  dam  on  the  left  and  enter,  near  the  mill,  the  pool  of  a  dam 
located  at  iho  adopted  site. 

Either  of  these,  with  the  extra  feeder-canal,  would  uudoubtedly  be  more  expensive 
than  that  recommended.    A  flight  of  two  locks  is  necessary  at  the  dam. 

The  canal  joins  the  Greenbrier  division  iu  the  pool  of  a  dam,  description  of  which 
"vv  ill  be  giv.  n  ia  the  report  of  that  division.    The  lock  at  the  Greenbrier  is  14  feet  lift. 

There  will  be  required  east  of  the  summit  the  fjjlowing  amoyut  of  water: 

Cubic  feet  per 
minute. 

Evaporation  and  filtration,  sixteen  miles,  200  cubic  feet  per  mile  per  minute..  15, 200 
Lockaore,  (supposing  six  lockages  per  hour  and  one  lock-full  to  each,)  =[14 

X  24  X  120]  X  120  equal  241,920  cubic  feet  per  hour =4,032 

Waste  at  structures =     500 

Leakage  at  gates =2, 

Total 9,732 

McNeil  f»>aud  the  minimum  flow  of  Dnnlap's  Creek  to  be  9.43  cubic  feet  per  second, 
=  565.8  cubic  feet  per  minute.  The  tunnel  at  the  time  of  minimum  flow  would  be 
required  to  deliver  973 i  —  565.8  :=  9153.2  cubic  feet  per  minute.  The  area  of  its  water- 
way is  3:itf.i5  square  feet,  and  the  velocity,  therefore,  should  be  27.1  feet  per  minute, 
say  i  mile  \n:r  hoar,  (=  29^  feet  per  minute,  delivering  9,709  cubic  feet  per  minute.) 

The  ilisi.-iiice  trom  Howard's  Creek  dam  to  Brush  Creek  is  somewhat  short  of  60,000 
feet.  Thr  iall  necessary  in  this  distance  for  a  velocity  of  30  feet  per  minute  is  ^  of  a 
loot,  nearly.  To  provitie  lor  tbis  fall,  and  also  to  correct  in  a  degree  any  irregularity 
of  feeding,  the  comb  of  the  dam  in  Howard's  Creek  is  established  8  feet  above  canal- 
bottom— i.  e.,  at  reference,  (1,721.)  The  comb  of  the  dam  in  Brush  Creek  Valley  is  to  be 
one  foot  higher  than  this,  to  preveut  excessive  waste  of  water  over  it  by  the  waves 
lormod  by  the  eastward  fleets.  The  top  of  the  lift- wall  of  the  first  lock  is  on  a  level 
with  the  bottom  of  the  tunnel,  so  that  navigation  may  not  cease  as  long  as  there  be 
sufficient  wat  r  therein  to  fljat  a  b  y,iU  Thia  will  still  further  tend  tj  correct  irregu- 
larities of  lecdiujr. 

The  coufoniiaiion  of  Brush  Creek  Valley  requires  that  the  locks  for  entering  and 
leaving  rbe  bubiii  should  be  on  the  hill-side  to  the  right  of  the  dam,  while  the  caual 
should  be  on  the  left  of  the  crotk,  below  station  77-f-50.  Accord  ngly,  a  dam  is 
located  near  station  77,  from  the  pool  of  whiih  tbe  boats  leave  by  a  flight  of  three 
locks.  To  prevbut  waste  of  waier,  the  comb  of  this  dam  is  b  feet  above  caual-bottc^ni. 
The  flights  of  locks  at  both  dams  are  dmible.  The  lift  of  all  locks  iu  Brush  Creak  Val- 
ley is  tt  feet.  Th«  levels  are  uecessa>iiy  short,  and  the  ovorfalls  sbould  be  so  arranged 
as  to  retain  rather  more  than  the  necessary  depth  of  7  feet.  Through  a  good  p*rt  of 
this  distance,  a  dike  will  be  necessary  to  restrain  the  floods  of  Brush  Creek.  This  dike, 
also  serving  the  purpose  of  embankment  to  the  canal,  should  be  several  leet  above  the 
creek-bed.  For  tais  reason,  the  excavation  iu  this  valley  is  generally  of  little  deiith, 
which  periuiis  the  levels  lo  oe  wider  than  the  ordinary  canal,  making  up  somewhat 
for  their  little  length. 

The  couuection  with  Lorraine's  location  is  made  in  a  pool  iu  Dunlap's  Creek.      I 
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would  recommend  tbe  pool  of  this  dam,  as  well  an  the  others  in  Dunlap's  Creek,  to  be 
8  feet  above  canal-bottom,  to  prevent  waste  of  water  and  to  correct  irregularities 
of  feeding.  A  riprap  protection  is  estimated  for  on  the  upper  part  of  the  dike,  where 
the  channel-way  of  the  creek  is  somewhat  restricted  in  width.  Below  the  last  lock,  a 
loose-stone  breakwater  is  provided  on  the  up-stream  side,  to  protect  the  boats  at  the 
tail  of  the  lock  from  the  current  in  Dunlap's  Creek  during  high  water. 

The  feeding  arrangements  are  next  to  be  considered.  The  maximum  lift  of  lock  east 
of  the  summit  is  14  feet,  which  is  also  the  lift  of  the  lock  connecting  the  summit  with 
the  Greenbrier  division.  Taking  this  lift  as  the  unit  of  lockage,  supposing  6  lockages 
per  hour,  each  reqniriug  two  looks  full  of  water,  there  will  be  required  each  hour  for 
lockage,  (2  X  6)  (14  X  24  X  120)  =  48.3,820  cubic  feet,  equal.  8, 004  cub.  ft.  per  min. 
Evaporatiou  and  filtration,  28  miles,  at  200  cubic  feet  per  mile.     5, 600  cub.  ft.  per  min. 

For  leakage  at  lock-gates 4, 000  cub.  ft.  per  min. 

Waste  at  structures 1, 000  cub.  ft.  per  min. 

Total 18,664  cub.  ft.  per  min. 

Say,  320  cubic  feet  per  second  as  the  quantity  to  be  delivered  at  the  summit  by  the 
feeder,  if  we  neglect  the  flow  of  Ho  want's  andDunlap's  Creeks. 

Mr.  Hutton's  proposed  location  for  feeder-dam  for  the  (1,700)  level  is  near  the  mill- 
dam  above  dam  A,  (Sheet  No.  4,  summit  division.)  From  there  the  feeder-canal  was 
proposed  to  keep  to  the  hill-side  on  the  left  of  the  valley,  and  to  pass  round  the  point 
near  the  Greenbrier  bridge,  uniting  with  the  canal  below  station  106  -f  76  of  the  How- 
ard's Creek  line.     (Survey  of  1874.) 

Mr.  Latrobe  suggested  the  adoption  of  a  feeder-tunnel  through  the  point  about 
opposite  station  115  -f-  05  of  Howard's  Creek  line.  An  examination  with  this  view  of 
saving  feeder-canal  by  tunneling  the  point,  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  cut-oflf  by  the 
ravine  from  the  Greenbrier,  between  dams  Nos.  1  and  B.  A  tunnel  here  1,.340  feet  in 
length  will  save  at  least  7,600  feet  of  feeder  on  very  bad  ground,  besides  7.6  feet  in 
height  of  feeder-dam. 

The  location  for  a  feeder-dam  at  the  bluff,  near  dam  B,is  not  available  for  the  1,713 
summit  at  least.  For  this  level  the  dam  would  be  about  50  feet  in  height,  with  a 
guard-bank  more  than  l,.n00  feet  in  length,  the  river-end  of  which  would  be  about  60 
feet  high.  The  pool  would  be  of  no  use  as  a  reservoir,  for,  of  course,  the  water  could 
not  be  drawn  off  below  the  level  it  is  intended  to  supply.  The  location  near  station 
108  is  recommended.  No  guard-bank  will  be  required  and  no  valuable  ground  will  be 
overflowed. 

The  normal  level  of  the  water-surface  on  the  summit  is  1,720  feet.  This  level  is  taken 
as  the  bottom  of  the  feeder,  where  it  discharges  into  the  Howard's  Creek  pool,  and 
the  slope  of  the  bottom  is  assumed  at  one  foot  in  one  thousand  feet. 

A  rectangular  section  (18  x  5  =  90  square  feet)  is  adopted  as  the  standard.  This 
with  a  slope  of  -io'oiT  ^\il'  give  a  velocity  a  little  in  excess  of  4  feet  per  second,  deliv- 
ering 360  cubic  feet  in  that  time.  The  sections  of  the  feeder-tunnel  at  the  Greenbrier 
end  are  shown  by  the  figure  annexed. 


The  arch  is  horizontal  and  the  bottom  falls  for  the  necessary  slope.  A  dam  is  pro- 
posed across  the  ravine  at  the  Gre»*nbrier  cud  of  this  tunnel,  which  will  provide  a 
wjiste-Aveir  at  this  point.  The  bottom  of  the  tunnel  at  this  end  will  be  1,721.5  above 
tide.  Five  feet  of  water  will  make  the  surfiice-elovatiou  1,726.5.  The  top  of  the 
waste-weir  is  established  at  1,727,  and  the  feeder-bottom  at  station  24  is  taken  1,722. 

The  dam  should  have  a  gate  so  arranged  rhat  the  pool  may  be  drained,  and  the  sedi- 
ment brought  down  by  the  feeder  washed  into  the  river. 

The  excavation  to  the  ravine  above  dam  A  will  be  mostly  in  red  shale.  The  cross- 
section  at  station  24  may  be  taken  as  the  type  of  this  portion.  It  is  recommended 
that  a  wall  be  built  on  the  river-side  7  feet  in  height  (see  cross-section  station  24) 
and  ^  feet  in  width,  resting  on  a  foundation  of  concrete  2  feet  thick,  and  that  the  exca- 
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vation  be  made  18  feet  in  width  on  the  bottom.  The  bine  line  from  waste-  weir  to  feeder- 
dam  (Sheet  No.  4,  snmmit  division)  is  the  outer  edge  of  feeder-bottom.  Eleven  calverta 
will  be  required  on  the  feeder-line. 

The  wall  on  the  river-side  of  the  feeder  ends  at  station  72  -)-  ^'  Above  this  for  some 
distance  embankment  is  considered  preferable  in  view  of  expense.  To  prevent  excess- 
ive waste  of  water  from  the  feeder  the  following  is  recommended :  The  excavation 
to  be  made  1  foot  below  feeder-bottom,  then  about  9  inches  of  puddle-clay  carefully 
laid  on  this,  about  2^  inches  of  stone,  broken  small,  to  be  laid  and  lightly  rolled,  then 
a  layer  of  hydraulic  mortar  to  be  thrown  on  and  rammed  carefully,  so  as  not  to  disturb 
the  broken  stone.  I  shonld  fear  that  puddling  alone  would  be  washed  away  by  the  cur- 
rent. The  inner  slope  and  outer  slope  (when  embanked)  to  be  paved  to  7  feet  above 
bottom. 

Paving  to  be  6  inches  thick,  laid  in  mortar. 

ANALYSIS  OF  COST  PER  RUNNING  FOOT. 

One-sixth  yard  broken  stone,  at  $1 $0. 17 

One-half  yard  puddling 0.25 

One-quarter  barrel  cement 0.40 

Two  cubic  feet  sand 0.0.^ 

Laying  broken  stone 0.03 

Laying  and  mixing  mortar 0. 10 

Total  per  running  foot 1.00 

Paving  per  running  foot 1.50 

The  length  of  canal  to  be  filled  from  the  summit  feeder  or  feeders  is,  in  round  num- 
bers, 150,000  feet.  In  this  length  are  eight  pools  in  Dunlap's  Creek,  two  in  Brush  Creek, 
and  one  in  Howard^s  Creek,  and  the  canal  in  Brush  Creek  has  a  section  larger  than  the 
standard  adopted.  The  tunnel  water-way  has  less  sectional  area  than  the  canal  sec- 
tion. Supposing  the  average  throughout  the  line  to  be  the  canal  section  =  441  square 
feet,  there  will  be  required  to  fill  the  summit  division  66,150,000  cubic  feet. 

If  we  suppose  while  filling  the  canal  the  losses  b^  leakage  at  gates,  evaporation,  and 
filtration  to  equal  the  amount  supposed  when  estimating  for  permanent  expense,  160 
cubic  feet  per  second  would  be  required  to  supply  these  losses.  The  feeder  will  deliver 
360  cubic  feet  per  second.  If  we  neglect  the  flow  of  Howard's  and  Dunlap's  Creeks, 
200  cubic  feet  per  second  of  the  feeder-delivery  will  be  the  available  net  amount  for 
filling  the  trunk  of  the  canal.  The  time  required  would  be  somewhat  less  than  four 
days.  This  would  not  seem  too  long,  as  some  time  is  required  to  permit  the  boats  to 
approach  from  below. 

If  artificial  ventilation  should  at  any  time  be  necessary,  the  simplest  method 
would  be  to  utilize  the  summit-supply  of  water  to  provide  the  power.  For  the  upper 
level,  the  Greenbrier  feeder  is  not  available  for  this  purpose,  except  at  the  great  expense 
necessary  to  build  a  longer  feeder.  This  feeder  would  be  available  for  the  lower  level 
through  a  fall  of  12  to  13  feet,  but  the  power  would  be  about  two  miles  from  the  por- 
tal, and  this  extra  length  of  pipes  would  be  necessary.* 

Lorraine  made  surveys  for  and  located  reservoirs  on  Howard's  and  Jerrico  Creeks, 
and  on  Tuckahoe  Creek,  and  presents  the  following  tablet  of  the  contents  of  each: 


Reservoir. 

a 
I 

< 

ii 

|i 

St 

III 
o 

II 

Howard's  and  Jerrico 

S48 
159 

9.876,410 
7, 69a,  464 

6.750 
9,522 

33. 573, 870 
47,361,539 

13  499.  MS 
18,M4,6ie 

Tnckahoe. 

The  Howard's  and  Jerrico  reservoir  contains  250,463,070  cubic  feet,  which  would  sup- 
ply 581  cubic  feet  per  minute  =  36,512  foot-pounds  per  foot  of  fall.  We  can  get  60 
feet  of  fall  at  the  west  portal,  which  from  this  reservoir  would  give  2,190,720  foot- 
pounds per  minute ;  75  per  cent,  of  this  would  be  1,643,640  foot-pounds  per  minute, 
nearly  50  horse-power. 

The  Tuckahoe  reservoir  contains  207,723,528  cubic  feet,  which  would  supply  480  cubic 

*  This  availability  of  the  Greenbrier  feeder  is  an  advantage  possessed  by  the  lowei^ 
level  not  mentioned  heretofore. 

1 1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Harris,  superintendent  James  River  and  Kanawha  Com- 
pany, for  this  table. 
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feet  per  luinnte  for  300  days  =  30,000  foot-poands  per  mi  note  for  each  foot  of  fall.  The 
Bite  of  this  reservoir  is  now  cut  np  by  railroad,  but  more  than  one-half  the  above  con- 
tents could  probably  be  counted  upon — 15^000  pounds  per  minute  through  a  fall  of  60 
fet't  would  give  900,000  foot-pounds  per  minute,  75  per  cent,  of  which  would  be  20f 
horse-power  nearly.  It  would  not  always  be  necessary  to  draw  from  the  contents  of 
these  reservoirs,  as  on  many  days  the  flow  of  Howard's  Creek  would  supply  all  the 
power  necessary.  Some  of  the  water  from  these  reservoirs  would  be  lost  by  evapora- 
tion, <&c..  before  arriving  at  the  portal.  But  the  natural  drainage  pertaining  to  them 
will  supply  much  more  than  double  the  quantity  supposed  to  be  used. 

It  will  be  observed  that  while  arranging  the  tunnel  for  four  lockages  each  way  per 
hour,  the  estimate  for  the  ^ater-supply  has  been  made  on  a  basis  of  three  lockages 
each  way  per  hour.  If  there  be  but  three  lockages  on  an  average,  it  would  probably 
occur  frequently,  as  the  fleets  must  start  promptly  on  time,  that  a  boat  slightly  behind 
time  for  one  fl^^et  would  with  rapid  lockages  in  the  next  interval  form  a  fleet  of  six 
boats,  and  those  fleets  which  move  the  slowest  regulate  the  rate  of  progress  through 
the  tunnel.  Then,  as  now  arranged,  the  maximum  lift  of  lock  is  14  feet.  Six  look- 
fuls  would  most  probably  be  sufficient  for  this  lift,  as  boats  cannot  be  so  readily  passed 
as  through  locks  of  less  lift,  and  there  must  be  some  alternate  passages. 

If  eight  lockfnls  be  really  necessary,  the  amount  of  water  to  supply  the  summit 
division,  the  losses  being  as  supposed,  will  be  356  cubic  feet  per  second,  which  is  less 
than  the  delivery  of  the  feeder.  We  have,  besides,  the  flow  of  Howard's  and  Dunlap's 
Creeks. 

If  required,  the  depth  of  water  in  the  feeder  may  be  made  more  than  5  feet,  thus 
increasing  the  delivery.  The  velocity  in  the  tunnel  would  be  increased.  If  eight 
lockfuls  be  necessary,  the  amount  required  east  of  the  summit  would  be  11,076  cubic 
feet  per  minute.  Deducting  the  miuimnm  fl  uv  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  the  remainder, 
10,511  cubic  feet  per  minute,  would  b»»  j/li*  Jim  Huif.  to  be  delivered  by  the  tuunel.  The 
velocity  would  be  31.1  feet  per  ininuTi*,  (=  1,8  56  feet  per  hour,  say  -i*f  miles  =1,920 
feet.)  The  necessary  horne-powt^r  for  to\v-bj»  ir.  would  be44.72  horse-power,  an  increase 
of  but  0.62  horse- power  ov»}r  tim  ariiouur  eHtimatiMl  for. 

I  would  recommend  ihat  f  he  lifrs  of  the.  h!cks  in  Dunlap's  Creek  Valley  be  changed 
t.o  decrease  the  maximnin  lift.  If  8  feet.  kIiimiIiI  b^  adopted  throughout  the  line,  the 
quantity  of  water  required  east  of  the  Minnnut.  Hiipposing  eight  lockfuls  to  be  neces- 
sary per  hour,  would  be  decreased  2,304  nib  c  feet,  per  minute.  The  amount  to  be  de- 
livered by  the  tunnel  would  b«  8,207  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  the  power  necessary 
for  the  tow-boat  would  be  37^  horse. 

If  a  reservoir  were  constructed  on  Dnnlap's  Creek  of  sufficient  capacity  with  the 
flow  of  the  creek  to  supply  the  losses  from  evaporation  and  filtration  below  the  mouth 
of  Brush  Creek,  the  amount  to  be  delivered  by  the  tunnel  would  be  still  further 
reduced  by  2,822  cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  the  power  necessary  for  the  tow-boat 
would  be  only  31^  horse.  This  reduction  of  power  would  materially  diminish  the  con- 
sumption of  fuel  in  the  tunnel,  and  to  that  extent  relieve  the  ventilation,  besides  de- 
ci easing  the  running  expenses  and  first  cost. 

The  reservoir  necessary  would  not  be  large.  McNeil  found  the  average  flow  of  Dun- 
lap's  Creek,  from  August  7  to  September  27, 1826, to  be  19  cubic  feet  per  second;  and 
from  the  17th  of  May  to  June  16,  1827,  the  averse  was  94.41  cubic  feet  per  second. 
The  amount  required  would  be  less  than  50  cubic  feet  per  second.  This  is  a  matter  to 
which  attention  should  be  directed  while  the  tunnel  is  being  excavated.  Lorraine 
made  a  survey  for  a  reservoir  on  Cove  Creek,  and  it  is  one  of  those  shown  on  his  map 
of  the  summit,  but  I  cannot  learn  that  he  made  an  estimate  of  cost  or  left  any  record 
of  its  capacity  or  area  of  drainage.  During  the  spring,  fall,  and  winter  seasons  there 
is  no  doubt  that  Dunlap's  Creek  will  provide  the  necessary  supply.  These  being  the 
times  of  greatest  trade,  it  may  be  that  no  reservoir  will  be  required,  and  that  the  power 
necessary,  measured  on  the  chain,  will  be  at  all  times  less  than  40  horse.  If  the  com- 
merce of  the  line  should  decrease  during  slack  trade  to  six  lockages  per  hour,  the  inter- 
vals between  fleets  can  be  increased  to  two  hours,  when  the  efiective  power  necessary 
will  be  27.3  horse. 

In  closing  this  report  I  would  make  some  remarks  on  the  apparently  great  difficul- 
ties attaching  to  the  construction  of  the  summit  tunnel. 

A  tunnel  of  the  length  proposed  (nearly  eight  miles)  is  no  new  or  experimental  mat- 
ter at  aril.  The  Mount  Cenis  tunnel  is  nearly  as  long  as  this,  while  the  Saint  Gothard 
tunnel  through  the  Alps,  now  being  excavated,  will  be  about  8,000  feet  longer.  At 
neither  of  these  tunnels  could  shafts  be  found  to  expedite  the  construction,  while  the 
Alleghany  tunnel  will  have  ten  or  twelve  of  moderate  depth,  thus  dividing  the  long 
tunnel  practically  into  a  number  of  shorter  ones.  The  deepest  shaft  is  400  feet  less 
depth  than  the  central  shaft  of  the  Hoosac  tunnel. 

The  rates  of  progress  at  shafts  and  at  headings  are  assumed  at  30  feet  per  month  for 
the  former  and  100  feet  per  month  for  the  latter.  The  progress  at  the  central  shaft  of 
the  Hoosac  tunnel,  as  mentioned,  was  30.1  feet  per  month,  while  the  excavation  was 
carried  on  in  the  lower  half  of  a  shaft  1,028  feet  deep,  at  which  insufficient  preparations 
had  been  made  for  the  proper  construction  of  the  tunnel. 
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Mr.  n.  D.  Whitcomb  writes  me  ae  follows :  "  Tlio  370-foot  shaft  at  Great  Bend  tnnnel 
is  the  hest  guide  I  have  to  offer  for  progress  in  a  deep  shaft.  It  was  removed  by  con- 
tract to  a  depth  of  70  feet.  The  remaining  300  feet  was  sunk  in  six  months.  Some 
of  the  rock  was  a  very  hard  sandstone.  I  think  the  best  progress  made  was  about  70 
feet  in  one  month." 

I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  the  Alleghany  shafts  conld  be  sunk  at  the  average 
rate  of  50  feet  per  mouth  easily.  Mr.  Whitcomb  informs  me  that  the  greatest  progress 
he  remembers  (io  heading)  at  Great  Bend  was  180  feet  per  month.  "In  very  hard 
sandtjtoiie  in  that  tunnel  we  made  80  feet.  A  fair  average  would  .be  125  feet.  In  the 
Lewis  tunnel,  I  supnoso  65  feet  would  be  a  fair  average  without  machiuery,  i.  c.  with- 
out machine-drills."  Subsequently  ho  wrote:  "Mr.  Taloott  says  he  thinks  I  over- 
estimated the  average  progret»s  at  headings,  t.  f.,  counting  all  delays.  He  says:  *An 
average  would  be  100  fr«t  per  month.  But  I  will  add  that  the  contractor  was  inexpe- 
rienced, and  I  feel  sure  tbar.  another  such  tunnel  would  be  driven  faster.'  " 

The  Great  Bend  tunnel  was,  I  believe,  excavated  by  hand-drills.  The  progress  at 
the  Hoosac  tunnel  was  about  130  feet  at  portal  headings,  and  would  have  been  more 
than  100  feet  f;om  the  denp  shaft  if  sufficient  pnmping-machiuery  had  been  provided. 

At  the  Mount  Cenis  tunnel  the  average  monthly  progress  at  heiMliugs,  from  1S64  to 
1870,  was  as  fallows : 

Feet.  Fopt. 


1864 148.6 

1865 16H.3 

1866 140.1 


1867 20(5.5 

1868 ^ 180.4 

1870 223.5 


For  the  entire  seven  years  the  average  monthly  progress  was  180  feet  at  a  heading. 

The  Saint  Gothard  tunnel  through  the  Alps  is  the  last  great  enterprise  of  the  kind 
put  in  execution,  and  will  be  4l),733  feet  in  length.  In  1874  the  average  monthly  prog- 
ress at  a  heading  was  247.6  feet.  For  the  first  four  months  of  1875,  (the  last  con- 
nected account  I  have  seen,)  the  average  daily  progress  was  more  than  10  feet,  and,  in 
September,  1875,  the  last  re^iort  I  have  found,  the  progress  was  419  feet  at  one  heading 
an<l  344  feet  at  the  other. 

We  have  every  reason  to  expect  more  rapid  progress  at  the  Alleghany  tnnnel  than 
has  been  assumed. 

Atfenti«'n  is  particularly  invited  to  the  profile  of  the  recommended  line.  The  deep- 
est shaft  is  about  600  feet.  If  this  be  used,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  western 
heading  of  Kate's  Mountain  will  be  open  to  the  portal  in  two  >ears.  Twenty-five 
and  tin ee- fourths  mouths  is  the  estimated  time,  assuming  progress  at  shafts  at  30  feet 
per  ntontli  and  100  feet  at  headings. 

If  shaft  7  bin  be  used,  Kate's  Mountain  heading  (western)  will  be  open  to  the  portal 
in  less  than  20  months. 

Tlie  eastern  heading  of  Lewis  Mountain  will  be  open  to  the  portal  in  less  than  II 
months. 

At  the  end  of  the  second  year  the  work  will  be  in  the  following  condition:  All  shafts 
will  be  excavated :  the  longest  headings  will  be  open  to  the  portals;  21,554  feet  of 
tunnel  (more  than  half  the  entire  length)  will  be  excavated,  and  operations  will  be 
carried  on  at  the  portals  and  but  6  shaft-headings.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year,  the 
entire  tunnel  will  be  excavated  except  about  1,000  feet  at  Kate's  Mountain,  both  head^ 
ings  of  which  will  be  open  to  the  poitals.  The  more  the  matter  is  considered,  the  leas 
do  the  difficulties  a])pear. 

Estimates  in  detail  of  the  liue  from  Dunlap's  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier  River,  includ- 
ing those  for  the  feeder,  accompany  this  report.  The  total  of  this  division,  inclusive 
of  contingencies,  as  shown  by  the  recapitulation,  is  1^16,387,757.45. 

The  estimate  for  the  tunuel  includes  arching  throughout ;  should  any  portion  require 
no,  or  but  partial,  arching,  the  amount  thus  saved  will  fully  cover  any  increased  cost 
of  excavation  due  to  the  harder  rock.  It  may  be  that  the  excavation  at  the  recess  will 
assume  the  pointed  foim.  If  so,  the  cost  will  l>o  somewhat  increased  at  these  points, 
but  not  materially,  as  the  extra  excavation  will  come  out  as  loose  rook.  The  cost  of 
tunnel-excavatioQ  is  taken  at  $5  per  cubic  yard.  I  believe  this  to  be  a  fair  price.  Shaft- 
excavation  is  taken  at  $10  per  cubic  yard.  This  is  but  one-half  the  price  assigned  this 
excavation  in  previous  estimates.  I  judge  $10  to  be  sutficient,  from  the  following 
information  kindly  furnished  me  by  Mr.  Whitcomb,  viz: 

"  The  main  shafts  (two)  of  the  Great  Bend  tunnel  were  170  and  370  feet  (about)  re- 
spectively.  The  contract-price  was  $6  per  cubic  yard.  The  contractor  excavated 
the  shorter  shaft,  and,  say,  90  feet  of  the  deeper;  the  company  then  completed  the 
deeper  one.  The  contractor  received  an  allowance  on  the  shorter  shaft,  bringing  the  cost 
up  to  between  $11  and  812.  I  think  the  deep  shaft  cost  us  between  $13  and  $14  per 
cubic  yard  ;  size,  S'  X  l8^  We  h'ld  to  wagon  all  machinery  40  miles  across  a  rough 
country  or  send  it  via  Greenbrier  Kiver  in  boats.  I  suppose  such  a  sh{^t  would  be  dooe 
now  for  §10  per  cubic  yard." 

Tlie  greater  size  of  the  Alleghany  shafts  (10'  X  40')  will  tend  to  rednce  the  price  per 
cubic  yard. 
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isncK  aroDtu^  is  estimated  at  ^V4  per  cnbic  yard,  ana  tue  masonry  lining  below  tno 
water-sniiace  at  ^8  per  cubic  yard. 

In  the  estimate  for  dam  and  lock  masonry  tbe  cost  has  been  taken  at  $9  and  $10  per 
cnbic  yard,  respectively,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  uniform  standard  with  the  New 
Hiver  estimates.    This  course  is  also  adopted  with  the  Greenbrier  division. 

As  far  as  known  of  the  sutiiinit  and  GreenbritT,  souie  ditUculty  may  be  enconntere<l 
in  getting  stone  whicli  can  be  cut  easily  or  rea^li-y  dressed  to  shape,  and  for  that  rea- 
son masonry  may  cost  simiewhat  more  than  in  the  New  Uiver  division,  where  unlim- 
ited quantities  of  fine  stone  abound. 

In  a  large  enterprise  of  this  kind  the  development  of  resources  maj'  be  expected 
which  have  been  hitherto  undiscovered  or  unemployed. 

This  is  most  probable  with  regard  to  cement,  as  I  understand  that  fine  cement-stone 
exists  at  Callahan's,  (a  short  distance  westward  of  Covington.)  Proximity  to  the  ce- 
xneut  may  in  part  make  up  for  the  greater  distance  from  good  quarries. 

Tbe  estimates  for  masonry,  embankment,  and  excavation  for  this  division,  exclusive 
of  the  great  tunnel,  were  made  by  Lieutenant  Maguire,  with  the  exception  of  some 
changes  recently  made  in  the  dams.  In  comparing  the  estimates  of  this  line  with 
others  in  the  vicinity,  it  should  be  remenii>ered  that  these  estimates  cover  the  entire 
distance  from  the  Greenbrier  at  the  n>outh  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  month  of  Brush 
Creek.  Also,  it  should  be  remembered  in  comparing  the  entire  central  water-line  with 
any  other  that  the  higher  summit,  of  McNeill's  is  still  available,  by  which  the  summit 
may  be  passed  at  an  elevation  of  1,916  feet  above  tide,  with  a  tunnel  2^  miles  in  length. 
This  is,  I  believe,  with  approach-cuts,  50  feet  in  depth,  and  of  moderate  length. 

All  of  which  is  respec;  fully  submitted. 

Thomas  Ti'rtle, 
First  Lieut,  of  Engineers, 

Major  William  P.  Cjiatgiiill, 

Corps  of  Engineers  J  V.  S.  J. 


KECAPITULATIOX  of   K.STIMATK8  FOK  SUMMIT    DIVISION,   SURVEY  OF  1874. 

Total  estimate  of  Brush  Creek $827,787  49 

Total  estimate  of  tunnel 12,376,608  29 

Total  estimate  of  Howard's  Creek 1,251,162  69 

Total  estimate  of  ieeder-l.ne 444,134  77 

Total 14,699,693  24 

Contingencies,  10  percent,  of  to*al 1,489,969  32 

Grand  total 16,389,662  56 


REPORT  OX  GREENBRIER  DIVISION,  SURVEY   OF   1874,  IIY  LIKUTENANT  THOMAS  TURTLE, 

CORPS  OF  EXGIXKEKS. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  24, 1876. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  surveys  and  esti- 
mates for  the  Greenbrier  division  of  the  central  water-line  : 

After  the  completion  of  the  surveys  for  the  summit  division,  thovse  for  the  Greenbrier 
commenced,  Mr.  R.  H.  Talcott  being  left  in  charge  in  the  field,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Walker 
taking  one  of  the  transits.  The  surveys  included  those  for  a  slack-water  navigation 
and  for  an  independent  canal  from  the  western  approach  of  the  summit  tunnel  to  the 
"west  portal  of  the  Great  Bend  tunnel  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad.  From 
this  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  Greenbrier  River  the  surveys  were  made  by  Mr.  Hut- 
ton's  New  River  parties,  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Mr.  C.  R.  Boyd. 

From  the  combined  notes  of  these  snrveys  the  maps,  four  in  number,  which  accom- 
pany this  report  have  been  made.  Sheets  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3  are  on  a  scale  of  1  inch  to 
200  feet,  and  show  the  entire  valley  as  covered  by  our  surveys,  while  sheet  No.  4,  on  a 
scale  of  1  inch  to  600  feet,  shows  the  entire  Great  Bend.  In  the  autumn  of  1874,  after 
the  completion  of  the  surveys,  preliminary  estimates  for  the  slack-water  system  were 
made,  to  accompany  a  report  ma4le  at  that  time.  The  detailed  report  was  made  by  Mr. 
R.  H.  Talcott.  Since  that  time  further  study  has  modified  the  plans  so  that  a  new  re- 
port will  be  necessary,  though  free  use  is  made  of  that  made  by  Mr.  Talcott.  No  re- 
port had  been  made  for  the  independent  canal,  as  tbe  time  did  not  permit  the  making 
of  e.Mimates.    The  slack-water  system  will  first  receive  attention. 

*'  The  survey  for  the  slack-water  navigation  of  the  Greenbrier  River  was  begun  on  the 
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22d  of  September,  at  a  point  about  two  miles  above  tbe  month  of  Howard's  Creek,  at 
which  it  was  assumed  that  the  direct  tunnel  from  Brush  Creek  to  the  Greenbrier  River 
would  debouch,  supposini^  that  tunnel  to  be  the  one  adopted.  The  transit-line  be^^an 
at  station  52  4-  H  of  an  offset  line  from  the  direct  tunnel,  and  the  levels  were  started 
from  a  bench  on  a  maple  about  200  feet  to  the  left  of  that  station,  and  the  elevation 
assumed  was  1,704.24  above  mid-tide,  that  bein^  the  mean  of  two  lines  of  levels  run 
during  the  previous  survey  for  the  summit  level."* 

In  my  report  for  the  summit  division  I  recommended  the  valley  of  Howard's  Creek 
for  the  western  approach  of  the  summit,  and  therefore  the  dams  located  above  dam 
No.  4  will  not  be  necessary  for  this  line,  and  no  estimates  have  been  made  for  them. 

In  the  arrangement  now  recommended  the  dams  have  been  made  as  long  as  can  be 
Judiciously  done,  and  the  heights  of  guard-walls  and  guard-bilnks  have  been  made  to 
correspond  to  the  lengths  of  the  dams  and  to  the  estimated  discharge  of  the  stream. 
For  this  latter  we  have  no  certain  data.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Talcott  that  he  has 
personal  knowledge  of  a  flood  at  Graham's  Ferry  20  feet  above  low  water,  and  this 
flood  was  not  as  high  by  5  or  6  feet  as  the  highest  known,  according  to  the  account  of 
the  inhabitants  near  there.  A  point  of  highest  water  was  found  nearly  opposite  Cald- 
well's mill,  above  Greenbrier  bridge,  where  the  rise  was  about  12  feet.  I  have  taken 
the  former  as  the  safe  guide.  Herewith  is  a  profile  of  the  Greenbrier  River  from 
dam  No.  20  (above  Graham's  Ferry)  to  the  crest  of  Bacon's  Falls.  It  was  supposed 
that  in  a  flood  of  26  feet  the  irregularities  due  to  the  varied  slope  of  the  bottom  shall 
disappear,  and  that  the  line  drawn  from  the  crest  of  the  rapids  above  dam  21  to  the 
crest  of  that  below  Graham's  Ferry  and  above  the  islands  shall  represent  the  slope  of 
the  river,  and  the  section  be  that  at  this  lower  point. 

I  find,  by  the  Humphreys- Abbot  formula,  the  discharge  of  the  stream  will  be  65,652 
cubic  feet  per  second,  say  66,000  cubic  feet.  I  think  this  is  a  very  safe  estimate,  for 
the  abrupt  bends  between  Graham's  Ferry  and  Bacon's  Falls  and  the  islands  opposite 
RoUinsbnrg  must  greatly  impede  the  flow  of  water;  accordingly  the  guard- walls  and 
banks  are  recommended  of  such  heights  as  to  be  above  a  discharge  of  this  amount  at 
the  dams  respectively.  Mr.  Hut  ton  informs  me  that,  in  his  arrangement  of  the  slack- 
water  system  of  the  New  River  division,  the  locks  can  be  used  for  the  passage  of  boats 
daring  the  passage  of  a  Greenbrier  flood.  It  is  advisable  that  the  Greenbrier  may 
always  be  navigated  when  the  New  River  can  be,  and  accordingly  the  lock-walls, 
throughout  their  extent,  are  carried  to  the  height  of  the  abutment- walls  and  guard- 
banks  in  all  cases.  Tbe  plan  of  lock  adopted  by  Mr.  Hutton  for  the  New  River  has 
been  taken  as  the  model.  The  chamber- walls  on  tbe  river  side  have  been  so  calculated 
as  to  permit  the  lock  to  be  emptied  for  repairs  with  a  flood  of  40,000  cubic  feet  per 
second  in  the  river. 


Dam. 


1  i  xjwva.    k. 


^ 


Lock  Bottom. 


'^/V/////////////?/A 


The  mode  of  calculation  is  a  modification  of  the  empirical  formula  given  by  Lagrend 
*  Quoted  from  Mr.  Talcott's  report  of  December  2:),  1874. 
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xor  caicniacing  tue  tnickness  ot  tbe  cbamber-wall  of  a  lock,  the  inner  and  outer  faces 
of  which  sballhave  tbe  same  batter,  and  is  as  follows : 

r  is  equal  to  the  rise  on  the  comb  of  tbe  dam  with  a  discbarge  of  40,000  cubic  feet 
pel:  second  ;*  A  is  the  height  from  1  foot  below  the  bottom  of  the  chamber- wall  to  the 
top  of  this  rise ;  h'  is  the  height  of  the  top  of  the  guard- wall  to  the  top  of  the  rise,  and 
je;  is  the  total  batter  in  the  height  h. 

The  thickness  of  a  wall  of  rectangular  section  which  will  just  retain  a  column  of 
water  of  the  same  height  is  iVa^?  the  specific  gravity  of  the  wall  being  supposed 
double  that  of  water.  A  thickness  of  one-half  h  is  then  an  excess  of  stability.  The 
wall  shown  in  the  figure  will  weigh  per  unit  of  length 

it'  being  the  weight  of  a  unit  of  volume.    The  moment  is 

7r(aA'-f  a/t-f  »A)~^ 

The  moment  of  a  wall  of  rectangular  section  with  height  and  a  thickness  of  \h,  is 

""    8 
Placing  these  two  moment  equal  and  polving  with  tj^wppct  to  x  we  have, 

*^=      Hi 

The  base  of  the  wall  will  then  be  equal  to  (a  +  ^^O  The  width,  a,  of  the  top  of  the 
wall  has  been  taken  at  5  feet.  This  break  in  the  face  of  the  wall  will  indicate  for  all 
time  the  danger-point  for  the  rise  in  the  stream,  when  the  look  is  empty  and  under- 
going repairs.  The  chamber-wall  on  the  land  side  is  in  all  cases  5  feet  on  t.op,  with  a 
batter  on  front  and  on  back  of  5  on  1.  At  most  of  the  dams  a  study  of  the  character  of 
the  excavation  will  probably  permit  a  decrease  of  this  batter. 

The  bottom  of  the  wall  is  taken  one  foot  below  the  bottom  of  the  chamber.  The 
value  of  h  in  the  formula  will  then  be  equal  to  r +  lift  of  lock  +  depth  of  water  on 
miter-bill  -}-  I|  and  h'  will  equal  the  height  of  the  guard- walls  less  the  rise  r. 

DETAIL  DKSCRimON  OF  THE  SLACK-WATEK  SYSTEM. 

Dam  No,  4,  "  300  feet  long  and  23  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  4,  of  13  feet  lift,  are  located 
-on  a  solid  rock  foundation,  1.32  miles  below  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek.  The  lock 
is  on  the  right,  and  connected  with  the  hill-side  by  a  guard-bank.  On  the  left,  a  bluff 
below  the  railroad  will  form  a  natural  abutment.  In  order  to  obtain  a  depth  of  7  feet 
of  water  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  this  dam,  a  channel  will  be  excavated 
through  the  shingle-bar  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  An  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  this  channel  is  included  in  that  of  the  dam.'' 

The  amount  of  the  excavation  required  for  the  lock  is  very  laree,  (42,499  cubic 
yards.)  It  is  probable  that  this  amount  may  be  materially  decreased,  if  the  location 
of  the  dam  can  be  moved  up  stream.  The  bend  in  the  stream  a  short  distance  below 
the  lock  makes  a  large  excavation  necessary  to  provide  a  proper  exit  from,  and  ap- 
proach to,  the  tail  of  the  lock.  This,  and  all  other  questions  of  location  suggested  in 
this  report,  can  be  readily  determined  during  the  progress  of  the  work.  The  railroad 
at  this  poiut  is  out  of  danger. 

''About  200  feet  below  the  dam  the  railroad  crosses  the  river  on  an  iron  undergrade 
bridge  of  four  spans.  The  bottom  chord  of  the  bridge  is  only  20  feet  above  the  surface 
-of  the  pool  made  by  dam  No.  5.  One  span  of  this  bridge  will  have  to  be  raised,  in  order 
to  give  sufficient  height  for  the  chimneys  of  steamers,  and  made  a  through  bridge." 

Dam  No.  5,  450  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  5,  of  9  feet  lilt,  are  located 
''on  solid  rock  foundation,  just  above  Clay's  mill-dam,  and  3.01  miles  below  dam  No.  4. 
Tbe  lock  is  on  the  right,  and  connected  with  the  railroad  by  a  ^uard-bank.  On  the 
left,  an  abutment  of  masonry  and  a  guard-bank  will  also  be  required." 

The  railroad  is  only  8  feet  above  the  comb  of  the  dam,  and  an  estimate  is  made  for 
relocating  it  higher  on  the  hill-side. 

Dam  No.  6,  410  feet  long  and  21  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  6, 10  feet  lift,  "  are  located  on 
4^  ledge  of  sandstone  1.13  miles  below  dam  No.  5.  The  lock  is  on  the  right,  and  con- 
nected ^th  the  railroad  by  a  guard-bank.    A  rock  bluff  on  the  left  forms  a  natural 

*  Estimated  by  Francis's  formula,  Q  =3.33 .  Z .  r  f ,  in  which  Q  is  the  discharge  in  cubio 
feet  per  second,  in  this  instance  is  40,000  feet ;  I  is  the  length  of  the  dam. 
t  If  we  make  h'  =  O,  the  formula  becomes 

___ya*  -f-  zlt*—^ a 

which  is  the  empirical  formula  given  by  Lagren6,  the  column  of  water  and  the  wall 
being  of  equal  height. 
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abntment.  The  railroad  at  tbis  point  is  only  10  fe«t  above  the  comb  of  dam,  and  will 
either  have  to  be  raised  or  protected  for  a  distance  of  6,000  feet  by  an  einba-.tcmeot. 
A  dike  alou^  the  river  would  protect  the  low  grounds  and  railroad," 

An  estimate  for  raising  the  railroad  is  included  in  the  estimate  for  the  dam.  An 
alternative  to  the  cuustrncuon  of  this  dam  suggests  itself  on  an  examination  of  the 
map,  viz ; 

To  leave  dam  No.  5  by  a  guard-lock,  and  by  means  of  a  canal  and  2  locks  through 
the  flats  at  Ronceverte/to  reach  the  river  helow  the  mill  at  the  elevation  necessary  to 
enter  the  pool  of  dam  No.  7.  An  estimate  of  this  al  torn  ate  canal  UiiB  been  prepared 
for  comparison,  with  the  following  results  : 

Dam  No.  5,  first  estimate , $02,689  OO 

Lock  No.  5,  first  estimate li:j,935  68  * 

Dam  No.  6,  first  estimate 62,668  40 

Lock  No.  6,  first  estimate 123,544  88 

Total 362,838  26 

The  total  estimate  for  the  alternate  canal  is  $380,946.29,  being  an  excess  of  $18,108.03 
over  the  first  estimate.  The  alternate  estimate  is  but  approximate,  as  the  surveys  do 
not  supply  complete  data,  fur  the  alternate  was  not  contemplated  when  the  survey  was 
made.  I  belitive  that  I  have  allowed  excessive  quantities  for  this  alternate  line,  and 
that  an  actual  survej'-  will  show  that  the  cost  will  be  less  than  estimated.  But  even  if 
the  estimated  cost  should  be  not  too  great,  the  contingencies  and  damages  would  bo 
less  for  the  canal  than  for  the  dam  and  the  lift-locks.  The  alternate  estimates  were 
for  a  canal  120  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  with  side  slopes  1  on  2,  and  the  walls  of  the 
lower  lock  were  supposed  20  feet  above  the  comb  of  dam  No.  7. 

The  cutting  for  the  upper  canal  was  supposed  to  average  6  feet  deep  throughout, 
and  that  for  the  lower  canal  4  feet  deep.  Of  course  the  location  of  the  lock  is  but  con- 
jectural, and  can  only  be  made  after  survey.  I  recommend  the  alternate  canal,  snhject 
to  future  survey,  which  should  also  provide  more  complete  data  for  the  change  of  rail- 
road necessary  with  dam  No.  6. 

Dam  No,  7,  350  feet  long  and  18  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  7,  7  feet  lift,  "  are  located  on 
a  solid  rock  foundation,  1.53  miles  below  dam  6.  The  lock  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  will 
be  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard-bank;  on  the  right  a  rock  bluff  under 
the  railroad  will  give  a  natural  abutment.'' 

An  estimate  for  the  change  of  railroad  is  included  in  the  estiftiate  of  the  daqi. 

I  think  it  would  be  well,  during  the  construction  of  the  line,  to  examine  this  site 
-with  the  view  ©f  locating  tjie  lock  on  the  right  bank,  wherehy  the  excavation  for  the 
lock  mijjht  perhaps  be  much  reduced.  The  bend  in  the  river  below  is  not  advantageous 
for  the  lower  approach  as  now  arranged. 

Datn  No.  8,  350  feet  long  and  18  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  8,  of  9  feet  lift,  **  are  located 
on  a  sandstone  ledge,  covered  with  shingle  on  the  right  bank,  but  well  defined  on  the 
left,  and  1.32  miles  below  dam  No,  7.  The  lock  is  on  the  right,  and  connected  with  the 
railroad  by  a  guard-bank.  On  the  left  an  abutment  of  masonry  and  a  short  guard- 
bank  will  connect  the  dam  with  the  hill-side.  The  railroad  is  here- 17  feet  above  the 
comb  of  dam,  and  out  of  danger." 

Dam  No.  9,  320  feet  long  and  6  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  9,  of  13  feet  lift,  "  are  located 
on  a  sandstone  ledge,  underlying  red  shale,  1.94  miles  below  dam  No.  8.  The  lock  ia 
on  the  right,  and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  high  bank.  On  the  left  a  blntf 
of  red  shale  will  require  a  light  masonry  abutment." 

This  location  is  not  the  most  advantageous  for  the  approaches  to  the  lock,  and  I 
"would  suggest  further  examination  in  this  vicinitj'  for  an  improved  I  >cation. 

Dam  No.  10,  435  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  10,  of  13  feet  lift,  "  are  located 
on  a  limestone  ledge,  2.14  miles  below  dam  No.  9.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  by  a  guard-bank.  On  the  right  a  limestone  clift'  forms  a  nat- 
ural abutment.  Between  this  dam  and  dam  No.  9  the  railroad  crosses  the  river  on  an 
iron  undergrade  bridge,  the  bottom  chord  of  which  is  only  14.5  feet  above  the  surface 
of  the  pool,  and  the  rail  is  only  .34  feet  above  it.  Ouo  span  of  this  bridge  will  have  to 
be  raised  and  made  a  through  bridge,  which  will  give  30  feet  clear  above  the  surface  of 
pool.  Should  more  height  be  required,  it  will  be  necessary  to  change  the  grade  in  a 
tunnel  which  is  not  more  than  400  feet  from  the  abutment  of  bridge.  The  cailroad  at 
the  dam  is  15  feet  above  the  comb,  .and  out  of  danger." 

Dam  No.  11,  350  feet  long  and  22  feet  high,  and  lock  No,  11,11  feet  lift,  "  are  Ificated 
on  a  limestone  ledge  in  Davis's  Falls,  and  1.45  miles  below  dam  No.  10.  The  lock  is 
located  on  the  right,  and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard-bank." 

Dam  No.  12, 350  feet  long  and  24  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  12,  of  13  feet  lift,  "  are  located 
on  a  limestone  ledge,  0.97  mile  below  dam  No.  11.  The  lock  is  on  the  right,  and  con- 
nected with  the  high  ground  by  a  gnard-bank.  On  the  left  a  limestone  bluff  under 
the  railroad  forms  a  natural  abutment.  The  railroad  is  here  28  feet  above  comb  of 
dam,  and  is  out  of  danger.''    Tlie  location  of  this  dam  is  disadvantageous  for  the  ap- 
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proacb  to  the  lock,  and  ia  general  it  may  be  said  that  such  must  always  be  the  case 
at  a  beud,  unless  the  bend  be  very  sli<j:ht.  The  boats,  when  the  water  is  up,  must 
enter  the  lock  parallel  to  the  thread  of  the  current;.  The  vicinity  of  this  site  should  be 
further  dxamiued;  or  it  may  be  that  an  alternate  canal  from  dam  No.  11  may  render 
the  construction  of  this  dam  (No.  12)  unnecessary. 

An  estimate  of  this  alternate  canal  has  been  made.  The  comparison  of  the  two  sets 
of  estimates  gives  the  following  results  : 

Dam  No.  11,  first  esiimate ?43,310  6& 

Lock  No.  11,  first  estimate 125,819  16 

Dam  No.  12,  first  estimate 45,075  80 

Lock  No.  12,  first  es^timate 152,456  98 

Total.first  estimate 366,662  61 

Alternate  estimate 337,449  64 

Diiference  in  favor  of  alternate ,.      29,212  97 

This  alternate  is  shown  on  sheet  No.  1,  and  on  the  cross-sections  of  the  canal-snrvey. 
I  recommend  this  alternate,  subject  to  an  examination  of  the  lock-sites  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  stream  in  their  vicinity. 

Dam  No.  13,  320  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  13,  of  10  feet  lift,  "  are  lo- 
cated on  a  solid  limestx)ne  ledge,  1.56  miles  below  dam  No.  12.  The  lock  is  on  the  right, 
and  connected  with  the  hill-side  by  a  short  embankment.  On  the  left  an  abutment  of 
masonry  will  connect  the  dam  with  the  railroad,  which  is  only  13  feet  above  comb  of 
dam."  An  estimate  for  the  change  of  railroad  is  included.  I  would  suggest  a  re-ex- 
amination of  this  site  to  decrease  the  great  amount  of  excavation  necet^sary  for  the 
lock.  It  may  be  that  the  location  'of  the  lock  on  the  left  bank,  or  the  location  of  the 
dam  a  short  distance  down  stream,  may  fulfill  this  object. 

Dam  No,  14,  310  feet  long  and  26  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  14,  of  12  feet  lift,  "are lo- 
cated on  a  limestone  ledge,  1.13  miles  below  dam  No.  13.  The  lock  is  on  the  right, 
and  connects  immediately  with  the  hill-side.  On  the  left  a  masonry  abutment  will 
connect  the  dam  with  the  railroad,  which  at  this  point  is  only  13  feet  above  the  comb 
of  dam.-'  An  estimate  for  the  change  of  the  railroad  is  includt'd  in  the  estimate  for  the 
dam.  *'  Below  this  dam  there  is  quite  a  number  of  large  bowlders,  which  will  have  • 
to  be  removed  in  order  to  make  the  channel  of  sufficient  depth  and  width.  This  work 
is  included  in  the  estimate."  The  excavation  for  this  lock  is  quite  great.  I  should 
anticipate  that  a  location  some  1,200  feet  up  stream  would  be  an  improvement  in  this 
particular,  the  lock  being  placed  npou  the  left  bank. 

Dam  No.  15,  320  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  15,  of  10  feet  lift,  **  are  lo- 
cated on  a  ledge  of  limestone,  1.04  miles  below  dam  No.  14.  The  lock  is  on  the  right, 
and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  short  embankment.  On  the  left  an  abut- 
ment of  masonry  will  connect  the  dam  with  the  railroad."  An  estimate  for  the  change 
in  the  railroad  is  included  in  the  estimate  of  the  dam.  The  bend  of  the  stream  at  this 
point  makes  it  a  dinadvantageous  location  for  the  lock.  I  would  suggest  an  examina- 
tion of  a  site  about  1,000  feet  up  stream ;  or  it  may  be  that  a  short  canal  may  bo 
located  from  dam  14,  which  will  render  dam  15  unnecessary,  especially  if  the  location 
of  dam  16  be  changed  as  mentioned  in  the  following  description. 

Dam  No.  16,  300  feet  long  and  22  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  16,  of  9  feet  lift,  "are  lo- 
cated on  a  smooth  sandstone  ledge  just  above  Alderson  depot,  and  1.13  mi!es  below 
dam  No.  15.  The  lock  is  on  the  right,  and  requires  a  guard-bank  2,650  feet  long  to  con- 
nect it  with  the  high  ground,  and  protect  the  bottom  lands  below  the  dam.  On  the 
left  an  abutment  will  connect  the  dam  with  the  railroad,  which  is  only  12  feet  above 
the  comb  of  dam,  and  ought  to  be  raised  to  be  out  of  danger.  An  estimate  for  the 
change  of  the  railroad  is  included  in  the  estimate  for  the  dam.  In  order  to  reduce  the 
height  of  the  next  dam  below,  a  channel  will  have  to  be  excavated  through  the  shin- 
gle-bar just  below  the  town  of  Alderson.  An  estimate  for  this  work  is  included."  As 
an  alternative  to  this  dam,  which  will  alsv)  avoid  the  construction  of  dam  No.  17,  the 
following  suggests  itself,  viz,  to  build  a  dum  about  2,700  feet  up  stream,  designated 
dam  16  Aon  the  map,  (sheet  No.  2,)  then,  leaving  this  dam  by  a  guard-lock  on  the  right 
bank,  to  locate  a  canal  through  the  flat^,  and  finally,  as  indicated  on  the  map,  to  enter 
the  pool  of  dam  No.  18  below  Muddy  Creek.  An  estimate  of  this  alternate  has  been 
made,  with  the  following  result: 

Dam  No.  16,  first  estimate $66,922  65 

Lock  No.  16,  first  estimate 131,211  18 

Dam  No.  17,  first  estimate 88,115  75 

Lock  No.  17,  first  estimate 126,380  28 

Total,  first  estimate 412,629  86 

Alternate  estimate 444,086  69 

Difference  against  alternate 31,456  83- 
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Bafc  the  contingencies  will  be  less  in  the  alternate,  the  land-damaj^es  will  be  very 
much  less,  as  well  as  prospective  damages  from  floods,  and  the  long  guard-banks  of 
dams  16  and  17  will  be  avoided.  » 

The  alternate  canal,  as  estimated  for,  is  120  feet  wide  on  the  bottom  throughout.  I 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  alternate  line,  subject  to  an  examination  for  the  site 
of  dam  16  A  and  for  the  location  of  the  locks  on  the  island  at  Muddy  Creek.  Boring 
isbould  also  be  made  in  the  flats  in  order  to  assure  the  excavation  of  the  canal  in  loose 
material.  The  following  may  be  found  advantageous.  To  build  dam  16  A  somewhat 
higher  than  estimated,  which  would  decrease  the  depth  of  cutting  through  the  flat  and 
perhaps  render  the  canal  from  dam  No.  14  expedient,  thus  avoiding  the  construction  of 
dam  15. 

Dam  No.  17,  450  feet  long  and  23  feet  high,  and  lock  17,  10  feet  lift,  "are  located  on 
a  sandstone  ledge  below  the  mouth  of  Muddy  Creek,  1.59  mile«  below  dam  No.  16. 
The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  requires  a  very  long  guard-bank  or  dike,"  and  that  the  rail- 
road be  protected  from  floods.  An  estimate  for  the  change  of  the  railroad  is  included 
in  the  estimate  for  the  dam.  "On  the  right  an  abutment  of  masonry  and  a  guard- 
bank  connect  the  dam  with  the  high  ground.  Below  this  dam  the  channel  will  have 
to  be  cleared  of  some  shingle  and  bowlders  in  order  to  be  safe.  This  work  is  included 
in  the  estimate.'' 

Dam  No,  18,  450  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  18,  of  11  feet  lift,  "  are  lo- 
cated on  solid  rock  foundation,  2.56  miles  oelow  dam  No.  17.  The  lock  is  on  the  left, 
and  will  be  connected  with  the  dam  above  by  a  guard-bank.  The  railroad  must  be 
raised  for  about  6,000  feet  up  from  the  dam."  An  estimate  for  this  change  is  included 
in  the  estimate  for  the  dam.  On  the  right  a  masonry  abutment  will  connect  the  dam 
with  the  hill-side. 

Dam  No.  19,  390  feet  long  and  19  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  19,  of  9  feet  lift, "  are  located 
on  a  ledge  of  sandstone,  2.43  miles  below  dam  No.  18,  and  about  one  mile  above  Haines's 
Ferry.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  is  connected  with  the  railroad  by  a  guard-bank. 
The  railroad  must  be  raised  for  about  4,000  feet  for  protection.  An  estimate  for  this  is 
included  in  the  estimate  for  the  dam." 

Dam  No.  20,  450  feet  long  and  18  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  20,  of  8.5  lift,  "  are  located 
on  a  ledge  of  sandstone,  3.56  miles  below  dam  No.  19.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  con- 
nected with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard-bank."  It  would  be  better,  on  account  of  the 
bend  immediately  below,  if  the  location  were  changed  a  little  up-stream. 

Dam  No.  21,  420  feet  long  and  IH  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  21,  of  8.5  feet  lift,  "  are  lo- 
cated on  a  sandstone  ledge,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  above  Graham's  Ferry  and  1.75  miles 
below  dam  No.  20.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a 
guard-bank.  On  the  right  an  abutment  of  masonry  and  a  short  guard-bank  connect 
the  dam  with  the  hill-side.  Below  this  dam  there  are  some  bowlders  and  shingle  which 
will  have  to  be  removed  to  make  the  channel  of  sufficient  width  and  depth.  About 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  below  dam  No.  21  thn  railroad  crosses  the  river  on  an  iron  through 
bridge  of  four  spans,  of  128  feet  each.  The  bottom  chord  of  the  bridge  is  only  21  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  pool."  If  the  railroad  interferes  with  the  navigation  it  may 
be  raised  some  distance  each  side  of  the  bridge. 

Dam  No.  '22^  557  feet  long  and  17  feet  high,  and  lock  No. 22,  of  8  feet  lift,  **  are  located 
on  a  ledge  of  sandstone,  at  the  head  of  Bacon's  Falls,  or  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Green- 
brier, and  4.12  miles  below  dam  No.  21.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  connected  with  the 
blufl'.  On  the  right  a  perpendicular  bluff  of  sandstone  forms  a  natural  abutment.  At 
this  point  a  canal  has  been  located,  which  runs  back  of  Bacon's  mill,  and  locks  down 
by  lock  No.  23,  of  11  feet  lift,  into  the  pool  formed  by  dam  No.  2:).  This  canal  is  calcu- 
lated of  sufficient  width  for  two  large  boats  to  pass  each  other." 

Dam  No.  23,  400  feet  long  and  IT  feet  high,  and  lock  24,  of  10  feet  lift,  "  are  located 
on  a  ledge  of  sandstone  at  the  head  of  the  Little  Falls  of  the  Greenbrier,  and  0.99  mile 
below  dam  No.  22.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a 
guard-bank.  On  the  right  a  cliff  of  shale  will  have  to  be  protected  by  a  masonry  abut- 
ment. Below  this  dam  there  are  quite  a  number  of  bowlders  of  moderate  size  which 
will  have  to  be  removed." 

Dam  No.  24,  446  feet  long  and  22  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  25,  of  11  feet  lift,  *«  are  lo- 
cated on  a  ledge  of  sandstone,  onf-fourili  mile  above  Carden's  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  and  0.  91  mile  below  dam  No.  23.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  is  connected 
with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard-bank.  At  this  dam,  an  island  above,  and  one  also 
below,  will  have  to  be  excavated  in  order  to  make  a  channel  of  sufficient  width." 
.An  alternate  line  from  above  dam  No.  22  is  suggested,  in  detail,  as  follows:  Build  a 
dam,  designated  on  the  map  (Sheet  No.  3)  dam  22  A,  (foundation  solid  rock  and 
length  of  dam  538  feet,)  with  a  lift  of  7  feet,  locking  into  the  pool  of  a  dam  to  be 
built  near  where  the  crossing  was  made  at  Station  1876  H-  22.  This  dam  would  be 
about  22  feet  high.  In  reply  to  a  request  for  information,  Mr.  Talcott  writes  me  as 
follows:  "The  rock  ledge  below  Bacon's  Falls,  where  line  crosses  to  left  bank,  is  not 
lower  than  about  1,462,  if  as  low,  for  the  fall  from  foot  of  Bacon's  Falls  to  this  point 
is  very  slight.  A  30-foot  dam  could  be  built  at  this  point  and  be  very  secure,  for  there 
are  natural  rock-abutments  on  both  sides  of  the  river.    You  would  flood  the  present 
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site  of  Bacon's  mill,  bat  as  the  water-power  woald  be  taken  away,  that  would  make 
little  difference  in  the  land-damage."  Leaving  this  dam  by  a  guard-lock  on  the  left 
bank,  a  canal  may  be  located  through  the  flats  below,  until  the  line  again  enters  the 
river  below  dam  No.  25.  The  outline  of  these  flats  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  Sheet 
No.  4.  It  is  seen  (Sheet  No.  3)  that  the  line  enters  the  river  at  4  feet  less  elevation 
than  the  bottom  of  the  lock  at  dam  No.  24,  thus  permitting  the  lowering  of  No.  25, 
and  decreasing  the  lift  of  look  26  by  that  amount. 

An  estimate  of  this  alternate  line  has  been  made  for  comparison,  with  the  following 
result : 

Dam  No.  22,  first  estimate $43,363  46 

LockNo.22,  first  estimate 108,729  18 

Canal  round  Bacon's  Falls 3:3,312  40 

Lock  No.  23 105,793  18 

Dam  No.  23,  first  estimate 46,994  60 

Lock  No.  24,  first  estimate 125,531  48 

Dam  No.  24,  first  estimate 71,307  63 

Lock  No.  25,  first  estimate 115,561  28 

Dam  No.  25, first  estimate -. 5.^992  43 

Lock  No.  26,  first  estimate 120,319  38 

Total 826,690  07 

Alternate  estimate 753,715  19 

Difference  in  favor  of  alternate 62,974  88 

The  estimate  for  this  alternate  is  but  approximate,  as,  the  line  not  being  contem- 
plated in  the  survey,  our  data  are  not  complete.  I  have  every  confidence  that  the 
quantities  are  full  and  the  estimate  is  sufficiently  great.  The  canal  around  Bacon's 
Falls  is  necessarily  an  awkward  arrangement,  from  the  little  available  space  and  the 
necessary  lengths  of  the  locks.  Dam  No.  23  is  a  disadvantageous  location  from  the 
bend  in  the  stream.  Its  location  should  be  changed,  or  the  excavation  for  lock  24 
should  be  greater  than  estimated  for.  The  land-damage  for  dam  No.  24  would  be 
great,  or  for  the  guard-bank  there  should  be  substituted  a  dike  4,800  feet  long,  connect- 
ing this  dam  with  the  one  above,  in  which  case  the  estimate  for  dam  No.  24  would  be 
increased.    I  decidedly  recommend  the  alternate  line.    This  alternate  being  adopted. 

Dam  Xo.  25  will  be  426  feet  long  and  16  feet  high,  and  lock  at  same  (No.  26)  will  be 
of  7  feet  lift.  The  site  is  on  a  ledge  "  of  sandstone  0.96  mile  below  dam  No.  24.  The 
lock  is  on  the  left,  and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard- bank.  On  the  right 
an  abutment  of  masonry  connects  the  dam  with  the  hill-side." 

Dam  No.  26,  350  feet  long  and  23  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  27,  of  11  feet  lift,  "  are 
located  on  a  sandstone  ledge  0.92  mile  below  dam  25.  The  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  is 
estimated  for  as  connected  with  the  hill-side  by  a  guard-bank,  though  it  might  be 
advisable  to  connect  it  with  the  dam  above  by  a  dike  along  the  river,  which  would 
increase  the  estimate  for  guard-bank."  This  site  is  disadvantageous  for  the  location 
of  the  lock,  and  if  a  dam  be  built  near  here  I  would  suggest  an  examination  for  a  site 
1,000  to  1,400  feet  below,  when  it  might  be  advisable  to  increase  the  lift  of  the  lock 
and  decrease  the  height  of  dam  No.  27  and  the  lift  of  lock  28.  As  au  alternate  to  the 
constraction  of  this  dam  the  following  is  feasible,  viz :  Leave  dam  No.  25  by  a  guard- 
lock  oil  the  left  bank,  and  then  by  a  canal  and  locks  to  enter  the  river  below  dam  No. 
26,  as  indicated  on  the  map,  (Sheet  No.  3.)  This  alternate  will  enter  the  river  at  2  feet 
less  elevation  than  the  bottom  of  lock  27.  An  estimate  for  comparison  gives  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Dam  No.  25 $40,576  83 

Lock  No.  26 106,198  88 

Dam  No.  26,  first  estimate 50,403  55 

Lock  No.  27,  first  estimate 136,260  58 

Dam  No.  27,  first  estimate 42,867  80 

Lock  No.  28,  first  estimate 123,083  28 

Total 499,390  92 

Alternate  estimate 45.5,441  95 

Difference  in  favor  of  alternate 43,948  97 

This  estimate  for  the  alternate  is  but  approximate,  but  I  am  quite  confident  the 
quantities  assumed  are  sufficiently  full.  I  recommend  the  alternate  line,  subject  to 
examination.    If  this  alternate  be  adopted — 

Dam  No.  27  will  be  340  feet  long  and  20  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  28  will  be  8  feet  lift. 
The  site  is  on  a  sandstone  ledge  1.55  miles  below  dam  No.  26.  The  lock  is  on  the  right, 
and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  guard-bank.    On  the  left  a  bluff  of  shale 
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Tfill  need  some  ninsoury  to  protect  if.  A  low  dike  mas'  be  iieceRRnry  to  decrease  lund- 
dania^eH  by  protecting  tbe  low  grounds  above.     (See  Sheet  No.  4.) 

Dam  Xo.  '26,  3()0  feet  long  and  22  foet  high,  and  lock  No.  29.  of  10  feet  lift.  *'  are  located 
on  a  sandstone  ledge  1.14  miles  below  dam  27.  Tbe  lock  is  on  the  left,  and  connected 
with  the  hill  side  by  a  guard-bank.  On  the  right  an  abutment  of  masonry  will  con- 
nect the  dam  with  the  hill-side.'' 

As  an  alternate  to  the  constrnction  of  this  dam,  the  following  may  be  found  avail- 
able, viz  :  Build  a  dam  as  an  alt-ernate  to  dam  27  (designated  on  Sheet  No.  3  aH  dam 
27  A)  near  station  2,152  of  the  transit-line.  Then  leave  this  dam  by  a  guard-lock  on 
tbe  left  bank,  and  by  a  canal  and  locks  enter  the  river  below  dam  No.  28.  By  this  line 
tbe  river  may  probably  bo  entered  at  6  feet  less  elevation  than  the  bottom  of  lock  No. 
29,  thns  lowering  the  comb  of  dam  29. 

An  estimate  made  for  comparison  gives  the  following : 

Dam  No.  27,  as  recommended $35,411  55 

Lock  No.  28,  as  recommended 102, 1.35  HS 

Dam  Nx  2t^,  first  estimate 53,923  45 

Lock  No.  29,  lif  St  estimate 116,921  .3d 

Dam  No.  29,  first  estimate •. 42,400  75 

Lock  No.  30,  first  estimate 112,  172  58 

Total 402,965  59 

Alternate  estimate 480,624  62 

Difference  agaipst  alternate 23,059  23 

The  alternate  estimate  is  only  approximate,  but  1  believe  tbe  quantities  to  be  very 
full,  and,  there  being  one  It^ss  dam  to  build,  the  contingencies  will  be  lean.  I  recom- 
mend this  alternate  line,  subject  to  an  examination.    If  this  be  adopted, 

Dam  So.  29,  420  feet  long,  will  be  15  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  30  will  be  4  feet  lift.' 
The  site  is  on  a  sandstone  ledge,  1.5  milrs  below  dam  No.  28.  The  lock  is  on  tlu'  right, 
and  connected  with  the  high  gr(»und  by  a  ^nard-bank.  On  the  left  an  abutment  of 
masonry  connects  the  dam  witli  the  steep  hill-side. 

Dam  No,  30,  340  feet  long  and  22  feet  biKh,  and  lock  No.  31.  of  11  fi»-t  lift,  **aro 
located  on  a  sandstone  ledge,  1.49  miles  below  dam  No.  29.  The  lock  is  on  tlie  I^ft,  and 
connected  with  the  hill-side  by  a  short  embankment.  On  the  right  an  al)ntnicnt  ot 
masonry  will  connect  the  dam  with  the  hill-side.  Below  this  dam  ther^  are  some  very 
large  bowlders  which  will  have  to  be  rfemoved  to  gi ve  sufficient  water-way.  This 
work  is  included  in  the  estimate."  The  bend  in  the  stream  at  this  point  remiers  this 
site  a  very  disadvantageous  one.  I  would  suggest  that  the  location  bt^  made  lu^cr 
down — the  x^osition  designated  dam  No.  30  A,  on  shee<  No.  3. 

The  notes  as  copied  on  the  map  indicate  the  probability  that  rock-foundation  may 
be  fonnd  anywhere  in  the  vicinity.  It  may  also  be  found  that  the  elevation  of  the 
lower  level  may  be  decreased,  and  that  the  lift  of  the  locks  Nos.  30  and  31  may,  with 
advantage,  be  more  nearly  equalized  by  locating  dam  29  farther  down  stream,  perhaps 
about  opposite  station  54  of  the  line  from  the  portal  of  the  (ireat  Bend  tunnel. 

Dam  Xo.  31,  :{26  feet  long  and  16  feet  high,  and  lock  No.  .32,  of  10  feet  lift,  "  are 
located  on  a  ledge  of  sandstone,  2.67  miles  below  dam  No.  30.  The  lock  is  on  the  right, 
and  connected  with  the  high  ground  by  a  short  guard-bank.  On  the  left  a  sand-bluff 
forms  a  natural  abutment." 

DamXo.  32,  465  feet  long  and  14  feet  higb,  and  lo^k  No.  33,  of  2.2  feet  lift,  "are 
located  on  a  sandstone  ledge,  1.51  miles  below  dam  No.  31.  The  lock  is  (ui  the  right, 
and  connected  with  the  railroad  by  an  abutment  of  masonry,  and  a  guard-bank  will 
connect  the  dam  with  the  high  ground." 

This  dam  is  the  last  on  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  connects  the  slack- water  pystem 
on  that  river  with  that  of  New  River. 

At  this  point  there  exists  a  difl'erenceof  recorded  elevations  between  the  notes  of  the 
surveys  of  the  Greenbrier  division  and  those  of  the  New  River.  This  difl'erenceis 
probably  owing  to  a  difference  in  the  elevations  asMimed  at  the  initial  benrhes. 

The  elevations  in  the  Greenbrier  survey  are  carried  from  the  initial  bench  of  the 
summit  division  at  the  month  of  Fork  Run.  This  difference  of  recorded  elevation  is 
noted,  Mt.  Hutton  tells  me,  in  his  report  on  the  New  River  division. 

In  the  project  of  1872  for  the  slack-water  navigation  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  it  waA 
proposed  to  tunnel  the  Great  Bend.  My  opinion  is  opposed  to  this  project.  It  niui»t 
exceed  in  cost  the  slack-water  round  the  bend  by  a  large  amount.  No  estimate  uf  it 
is  submitted. 

The  saving  of  distance  does  not  necessarily  produce  a  saving  of  time,  for  the  rate  of 
motion  must  be  less  within  the  tunnel  than  in  the  open  river.  The  np-(>tream  approach 
would  be  difficult.  Guard-locks  would  there  be  necessary,  and  the  boats  could  not 
enter  them  across  a  current  of  even  moderate  velocity,  and  could  not  leave  tbem  in  the 
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Bame  circninfitances  without  serious  danger  of  accident  from  the  leveraBje  upon  the 
boat  from  the  down-stream  pressure  of  rhe  current.  Then  the  accnmulated  lockage  at 
the  down-stream  end  of  the  tnunel  (92  feet)  would  necessitate  a  flight  of  8  or  10  locks 
at  this  point.  The  demands  of  the  line  would  require  that  the  flight  be  double.  The 
cost  of  such  a  flight  iu  the  narrow  creek-bed  would  be  exceedingly  great,  and  the  ap- 
proach to  the  lowest  locks  must  necessarily  be  difflcilt.  as  the  objection  to  leaving  or 
entering  the  locks  across  the  current  would  apply  similarly  as  at  the  upper  portal. 

Tlie  total  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  dam  No.  42  is  46.32  miles, 
and  the  total  lockage  301.2  feet.  A  detailed  estimate  of  the  cost  accompanies  this  re- 
port.   The  recapitulated  estimate  of  the  line  as  recommended  is  as  follows : 

Dam  No.  4 $59,971  95 

Lock  No.  4 104,730  98 

Alternate  canal  at  Ronceverte,  to  avoid — 

DamNo.6 380,946  29 

Dam  No.  7 07, 437  50 

Lock  No.7 114,.')23  48 

Dam  No.  8 41,7r»3  40 

Lock  No.  8 12r),537  :W  , 

Dam  No.  9. 54,743  70 

Lock  No.  9 157,3:>r>  08 

Dam  No.  10 46,742  30 

Look]No.  10 129,231  28 

Alternate  canal  from  dam  No.  11,  to  avoid — 

DamNo.  12 3.37,449  C4 

Dam  No.  13 41,7:J0  80 

Lock  No.  13 195,360  98 

Dam  No.  14 80,946  00 

Lock  No.  14 1.56,240  58 

Dam  No.  1.5 53,849  80 

I^ck  No.  15 141,454  08 

Alternate  canal,  to  avoid — 

Dams  No8. 16  and  17 444, 0R6  69 

DamNo.  18 84,729.10 

L'ckNo.  18 132,015  r)8 

Dam  No.  19 ^ 55,634  75 

Lock  No.  19 129,028  18 

Dam  No.  20 47,235  00 

Lock  No.  20 106,118  .38 

Dam  No.  21 45,477  90 

Lock  No.  21 111,761  08 

Alternate,  to  avoid  the  consf ruction  of  dam  No.  22.  locks  Nos.  22  and  23, 

cana  1  round  Bacon's  Falls,  dams  Nos.  23  and  24,  and  locks  Nos.  2 1  and  25.  753, 7ir)  19 

Alternate  canal  from  dam  No.  25,  to  avoid  dam  No.  26 455,  44 1  95 

Alternate  dam  No.  27  and  canal,  to  avoid  dam  No.  28 4H6. 624  82 

Dam  No.  30 58,832  70 

Lock  No.  31 134,174  98 

Dam  No.  31 26,104  40 

LockNo.  :^2 148,226  SS 

DamNo.  32 29,270  40 

Lock  No.  33 83,507  G8 


Total 5,682,990  93 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 568,299  09 


6,251,290  02 


Total  estimate  of  the  slack-water  system  recommended  for  this  division,  including 
10  percent,  contingencies,  is  1^6,251,290.02.  Attention  is  invited  to  the  remarks  made 
in  the  report  of  the  summit  division,  relative  to  the  cost  of  lock  and  dam  masonry. 

The  e^iti mates  for  the  dams  have  been  made  on  the  basis  adopted  by  Mr.  Hutton  iu 
the  New  River  division.  Th<^  classification  of  the  excavation  far  the  locks  and  dams 
is  the  same  as  adopted  by  Mr.  Talcott  in  his  report  of  1874. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  maps  were  used  to  assist  iu  the  plotting  of  the 
railroad  and  of  the  bank  of  the  stream  not  covered  by  our  surveys. 

The  estimates  were  made  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Seagcr. 
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REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 


Table  showing  length  and  height  of  dams^  height  of  gwird-walhf  and  amount  of  water  each 
dam  will  discharge  before  the  flood  will  reach  the  top  of  the  guard-wail. 


Number  of  dam. 

1 

0 

1 

a 

s 

II 

|| 
li 

1^ 
Hi 

p§8 

Remark  8. 

4 

300 
450 
410 
350 
330 
3;20 
435 
350 
320 
320 
310 
320 
375 
300 
450 
450 
390 
450 
420 
530 
557 
400 
400 
446 
456 
350 
340 
400 
360 
420 
340 
326 
465 

83 

20 
21 
18 
18 
26 
20 
28 
84 
20 
36 
23 
82 
82 
83 
80 
19 
18 
18 
15 
17 
82 
17 
83 
16 
83 
20 
87 
88 
15 
28 
16 
14 

17 

14 

14.5 

16 

17 

17 

14 

16 

17 

17 

17 

17 

16 

17 

14 

14 

15 

14 

14 

13 

13 

14 

14 

14 

14 

16 

16 

16 

16 

14 

16 

16 

14 

70.000 
78,400 
75,300 
74,500 
75.:S0O 
74,600 
75,800 
74,500 
74,600 
74,600 
72,300 
74,600 
79,900 
70.000 
78,400 
78,400 
75,400 
78,400 
73,600 
82,700 
86,9(10 
69.700 
69,700 
77,700 
79,500 
74,500 
73,400 
69,  700 
76,700 
77,000 
78,400 
69,400 
61,100 

5 

6                 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14  

15 

16a 

Estimated  heif^ht  and  leDgUi. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

SO 

SL 

5Ba 

ss 

23a 

EsUmated  length. 

23 

84 

25 

26             

27 

27a 

Estimated  length  and  height. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

GREENBRIER  DIVISION— CANAL  LINE. 

A  survey  was  made  for  an  independent  canal  simultaneously  with  the  survey  for  a 
slack-water  navigation. 

The  following  notes  descriptive  of  the  line  of  the  canal-survey,  taken  by  Mr.  Taloott 
in  the  field,  are  copied  from  his  note-book : 

''The  line  for  the  canal  was  begun  at  the  point  on  Greenbrier  River,  above  the  mouth 
of  Howard's  Creek,  at  which  the  northern  tunnel-line  would  debouch  should  that  be 
chosen.  It  crossed  the  river  immediately,  and  can  be  crossed  over  either  on  aqueduct 
or  slack- water,  there  being  a  good  rock-ledge  immediately  at  the  point  at  which  the 
line  crossed.  It  then  was  run  down  on  the  right  of  the  river,  over  the  bottom <«,  until 
it  crossed  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  turnpike,  just  below  which  point  the  hill 
closes  into  the  river.  Above  this  point  the  line  was  connected  with  the  line  from  south- 
ern tunnel,  it  beins  thought  best  to  run  on  the  feeder-line  and  cross  above  the  bridge^ 
where  a  good  rock-bluff  forms  a  natural  abutment,  and  a  ledge  of  rock  making  on 
from  the  left  bank  would  give  a  good  foundation  for  piers.* 

«A  connection  was  also  made  near  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek.  From  the  point  above 
named,  or  sav  station  109  of  canal-line,  down  to  station  180  the  ground  as  a  general 
thing  is  rough,  steep,  and  formed  of  bowlders  from  the  hill-side.  Tne  work  here  might 
be  estimated  as  about  one-half  solid  rock  and  one-half  loose  rock.  At  about  the 
above-named  station  the  line  was  crossed  to  the  left  bank  and  notes  taken  for  either 
an  aqueduct  or  slack-water,  there  being  fine  ledges  for  foundation.  A  crossing  was 
also  run  below  the  railroad  bridge,  where  it  would  be  necessary  to  cross  by  aqnednct, 
as  slack-water  would  raise  the  river  so  much  as  to  endanger  the  railroad  bridge.    It 

*  At  the  time  the  survey  was  begun  I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  canal-line 
should  at  once  cross  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  that  the  elevation 
of  the  summit  would  be  1,720  feet  above  the  tide.  This  being  assumed,  I  thought  of 
crossing  the  Greenbrier  on  an  aqueduct  after  tunneling  through  the  crest  where  the 
feeder- tunnel  for  the  summit  is  located.  These  views  are  abandoned  in  the  recom- 
mended location. — ^T.  T. 
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about  a  mile  there  is  pretty  good  ground,  the  bottom  being  narrow,  but  wide  enough 
for  canal.  Thence  down  the  river  to  a  blnflf  about  opposite  Clay's  Mill  the  firround  is 
steep  and  rough  and  of  sandstone,  either  in  ledge  or  bowlders.  It  would  be  safe  to 
take  three-quarters  solid  roftk-and  the  rest  luOvse  rock  in  the  cutting  required  here. 

"At  the  bluflf  opposite  Clay's  Mill  the  best  plan  would  be  to  tunnel  for  (say)  500  feet^ 
as  any  other  method  would  involve  heavy  cutting  in  limentone  or  a  high  retaining- 
wall,  which  would  be  exposed  to  the  strength  of  the  current  in  times  of  high  water. 
After  passing  the  bluff  the  ground  improves,  and  the  bottom  is  wide  enough  for  the 
canal  for  about  2  miles,  when  the  bluffs  close  in  again  and  render  a  crossing  to  the 
right  bank  advisable.  This  crossing  is  at  about  station  495,  and  is  located  on  a  good 
ledge  of  rock  ;  but,  owing  to  the  bank  being  low  on  both  sides,  if  an  aqueduct  should 
be  adopted,  it  might  be  well  to  run  a  little  farther  down  on  the  left  bank  before  cross- 
ing, so  as  to  get  a  better  height  for  the  piers. 

°'  From  the  crossing  to  the  east  portal  of  Second  Creek  Tunnel,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Railroad,  the  ground  is  open  and  a  narrow  bottom,  very  good  for  the  caual.  At  this 
point  the  bluff  comes  in  again  on  the  right,  and  for  a  half  a  mile  the  work  would  be 
very  expensive  if  the  line  was  kept  on  the  river;  so  that,  in  order  to  save  distance 
and  probably  some  expense,  a  tunnel-line  was  run  across  the  neck,  making  about  2,H0O 
feet  of  tunnel,  and  debouching  on  a  narrow  bottom  on  the  river,  saving  about  one  mile 
and  three-quarters  in  distance.  AH  of  the  tunnel  will  be  limestone,  which  in  the  rail- 
road tunnel  worked  well  and  stands  perfectly.  After  running  a  short  distance  in  the 
bottom  the  bluffs  close  in  on  the  river  again,  and  for  three-fourths  of  a  mile  and  more 
the  work  would  be  very  expensive  if  kept  out  on  the  bluff.  A  sharp  bend  in  the  river 
below  brings  the  bottom  again  on  the  line ;  but  I  think  that,  on  a  full  examination  in 
the  office,  a  tunnel  through  this  spur  will  be  found  cheaper  and  safer  than  f%  canal  on 
the  bluff,  and  save  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  distance.  All  of  this  binff  and  npnr 
are  limestone.  After  running  in  the  bend  above  mentioned,  a  ^ood  bottom-lHud  is 
struck,  which  lasts  for  about  a  mile,  until  *  Sinking  Creek  *  is  reached.  Here  the  blnff 
comes  down  to  the  river  again,  and  is  very  steep  for  about  a  quarrer  of  a  inilf.  A 
short  tunnel  may  be  found  advisable  here,  or  else  a  sort  of  gallery.  The  rock  is  lime- 
stone. 

**After  passing  this  bluff  the  ground  opens  again  and  is  pretty  good  for  abont  a  mile, 
when  the  bluff  closes  in  again.  Along  here  the  line  was  run  very  high,  in  hopeH  (»f 
saving  cutting  by  being  above  some  of  the  bluffs,  and  also  in  order  to  save  work  below 
-where  the  flats  are  high.  The  rock  here  is  still  limestone.  After  passing  these  bluffs 
the  ground  opens  and  is  pretty  good,  though  rolling  for  some  distance. 

About  station  900  the  rock  changes  to  sandstone,  and  is  almost  all  in  bowlders, 
though  some  ledges  come  down  to  the  river,  and  limesrone  makes  its  appearance  at 
times.  Along  here,  in  mo^t  cases,  the  line  was  run  too  high,  but  the  cross-sections 
will  give  the  ground  on  which  it  will  be  best  to  put  the  canal,  it  being  impossible  to 
judge  accurately  what  grade  would  be  best  until  the  line  was  run  through.  The  ex- 
cavation,all  the  way  down  to  station  1030.  can  be  taken,  as  a  large  proportion  is  through 
bowlders,  which,  in  most  cases,  are  so  large  as  to  be  classed  as  solid  rock,  so  that  at 
least  75  per  cent,  of  the  excavation  will  be  solid  rock  and  the  remainder  loose  rock 
and  earth,  the  latter  in  small  proportion.  Ac  st<»tion  1030,  or  about  1  mile  above  Al- 
derson's  station,  the  bluffs  recede  from  the  river,  and  the  bottoms  are  very  favorable 
for  canal. 

''At  station  1063  a  crossing  was  made  to  the  lef r.  bank,  so  as  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
bottom-lands  on  that  side,  where  they  are  much  more  extensive  than  on  the  right,  and 
a  line  was  run  and  cross-sec'ion  taken,  the  above  station  being  equal  to  0  of  that  line. 
The  crossing  was  on  solid  rock  and  was  for  slack-water.  Should  it  be  thought  best  to- 
cross  on  an  aqueduct,  it  would  be  better  to  go  about  a  mile  and  a  half  farther  down 
the  river,  where  good  rock-ledges  can  be  found.  There  is  a  good  ledge  in  the  pool 
just  below  Aldersori's  and  above  Hi  Ts  store,  on  the  right  bank,  at  which  an  aqueduct 
could  be  put.  The  slack- water  cro-*sing  was  made  at  the  point  named,  as  in  order  to 
get  acroMs  below  it  would  have  been  necessary  to  build  long  dikes  to  protect  the  low 
grounds  from  overflow,  whereas  at  this  point  a  dike  about  3,000  feet  long  will  be  all 
that  is  necessary  to  protect  the  right  bank,  and  on  the  left  there  is  nothing  to  over- 
flow. The  line  was  continued  on  the  right  bank  and  all  the  necessary  cross-sections 
taken,  but  the  ground  in  many  places  is  of  such  a  character  as  to  render  a  canal  very 
expensive.  From  Muddy  Creek  down  for  about  'Z\  miles,  with  few  exceptions,  the 
bluffs  are  close  to  the  river.  The  rock,  in  most  cases,  is  a  sbaly  limestone,  and  would 
be  easy  of  excavation.  Just  below  the  mouth  of  Griffith's  Creek  the  bluf&  are  highest 
and  are  of  laminated  stone,  which  would  stand  very  well  in  cuts,  but  I  fear  would  not 
be  good  for  tunneling.  The  r>ver  is  not  wide  enough  to  encroach  on  it  much  without 
danger,  so  that  the  canal  could  not  be  built  out  into  it. 

"Just  at  the  point  where  W«>lf  Creek  Mountain  comes  down  to  the  river,  on  the  left 
bank,  ttie  ground  opens  on  the  right,  and  is  favorable  for  canal  for  about  three-fourths 
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of  a  mile,  wliun  it  is  rough  and  rolling  again  for  about  the  same  distance,  and  then 
becomes  very  steep.  The  rock  is  a  baatard  limestone  and  some  pare  limestone,  not 
very  hard  to  excavate.  At  about  station  1420,  the  gronnd  on  right  bank  opens  again, 
and  l>ecome8  very  favorable,  being  river-bottoms  for  about  two  miles.  The  line  on 
the  left  was  run  down  the  railroad,  and  cross-sections  taken  all  the  way  to  the  river. 
The  ground  to  station  240  is  very  favorable,  but  at  this  point  Wolf  Creek  Mountain 
conies  down  to  the  river,  and  for  about  3,000  feet  the  ground  is  rough  and  precipitous 
in  some  places.  At  this  point  the  railroad  runs  close  to  the  river,  and  the  country  road 
just  above  it,  so  that  there  is  no  room  for  a  canal  without  throwing  the  railroad  into 
tunnel,  and,  it  may  be,  tunneling  for  canal  for  a  short  distance.  Cross-sections  have 
been  taken  of  this  point  to  show  accurately  what  will  be  required,  but  if  the  line  on 
the  left  bank  is  adopted,  the  best  plan  will  be  to  pass  this  point  by  slack- water,  and 
for  that  purpose  a  dam  was  located  at  the  upper  eud  of  Riff's  low  grounds,  and  the 
uecessary  notes  tak-n  to  determine  the  cost  of  such  a  w^ork.  From  this  point  down  to 
station  335  the  liue  is  cross-sectioned,  and  at  that  place  a  dam  is  located  to  cross  the 
canal  over  to  the  right  bank  again,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  low  grounds  on 
that  side;  for  on  the  left  the  cliffs  com.e  down  to  the  river,  and  for  about  two  miles  the 
work  for  canal  would  be  very  expensive  and  require  a  complete  change  in  the  location 
of  the  railroad,  which  cuts  along  on  the  bluffs  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  runs  for  a 
mile  over  some  islands,  and,  cutting  through  the  point  of  the  bluffs  again,  emerges  ou 
the  river-bottom.  On  the  right,  after  passing  the  low  grounds  above  mentioned,  the 
bluffs  again  close  down  on  the  river,  and  make  it  very  expensive  ground  to  cut  a  canal 
through.  This  ground  holds  for  about  2  miles,  with  some  low  flats,  but  as  a  general 
thing  it  is  very  bad  for  the  work  required.  Just  above  Graham's  Ferry  the  ground 
opens  again,  and  from  that  point  to  the  Great  I3end  tunnel  there  is  no  great  difficulty 
in  getting  gronnd  that  will  suit  without  very  heavy  excavation.  On  the  left  bank, 
after  passing  the  point  on  which  the  railroad  emerges  into  the  open  ground  again  . 
after  passing  over  the  islands,  the  ground  is  very  favorable,  and  continues  so  as  far  as 
about  half  a  mile  below  Graham's  Ferry,  when  it  becomes  steep  and  rocky  for  about  1 
mile,  but  not  so  bad  as  the  ground  above  Graham's  Ferry  on  the  right  bauk.  At 
RoUinsburg,  opposite  Talcott  station,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  the  gronnd 
opens  again,  and  is  very  flat  and  low  all  the  way  down  to  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
proposed  tunnel,  and  would  give  a  much  better  approach  to  the  tunnel  than  can  be 
gotten  ou  the  right  bank.  The  proposed  tnnnel-liue  is  more  to  the  left  than  would 
have  been  necessary  but  for  the  railroad,  but  it  can  be  brought  into  open  cutting  in 
a  low  place  in  the  ground,  and  then  a  short  tunnel  through  a  spur  below  will  bring  it 
into  the  open  valley." 

With  the  foregoing,  and  the  notes  of  the  survey  as  a  basis,  the  location  of  the  canal 
w^as  made.  As  it  was  so  soon  found  necessary  to  change  to  the  left  bank,  the  project 
of  crossing  to  the  right  bank  from  the  Uoward's-Creek  approach  was  abandoned,  and 
the  locatitjii  of  canal-dam  No.  1  was  chosen  to  form  a  slack- water  pool,  into  which  the 
Howard's  Creek  line  debouched.  There  is  no  room  on  the  left  bank  for  a  canal  to  this 
point.  The  canal  leaves  this  pool  by  a  guard-lock  on  the  left  bank  and  pa^'ses  through 
the  railroad  embankment  immediately  below,  the  railroad  being  carried  over  by  au 
overgrade  truss. 

The  proximity  of  this  dam  to  the  point  where  the  canal  must  pass  under  the  rail- 
road makes  the  location  somewhat  awkward. 

There  will  be  no  space  for  the  b<  ats  to  pass  each  other  from  the  head  of  the  lock  to 
the  lower  si  fie  of  the  railroad-embankment,  and  the  bend  prevents  the  steersmen  of  the 
ascending  and  descending  boats  to  note  each  other's  approach.  I  would  recommend 
that  the  dam  be  built  farther  up  stream,  so  there  may  be  a  passing-place  i-mmediately 
below  the  lock,  the  location  to  be  made  during  the  construction  of  the  line.  This 
-would  become  imperative  if  the  locks  on  the  line  should  be  doubled  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Talcott  informs  me  that  rock-foundation  can  be  found  anywhere  for  COO  feet  up- 
stream. The  height  of  guard-walls  on  the  canal-line  is  regulated  as  in  the  slack-water 
system.  The  cutting,  for  about  1,000  feet  below  the  railroad,  is  very  heavy,  with  con- 
siderable rock.  The  elevation  of  the  rail  where  the  line  passes  is  less  than  1,702  feet. 
The  water-surface  of  the  canal  is  1,677  feet,  leaving  little  more  than  20  feet  clear  space 
between  the  water-surface  and  the  lower  chord  of  the  proposed  truss,  (the  grade  of 
the  railroad  being  undisturbed.) 

Again,  a  greater  elevation  than  1,677  for  the  comb  of  the  dam  would  increase  the 
amount  of  ground  overtiowed  on  both  sides  of  the  river  near  the  Greenbrier  bridge. 
Accordingly,  the  elevation  of  1,670  for  Qanal-bottom  is  chosen  for  the  initial  level  of 
this  divibion.  From  this  deep  cut  to  where  the  bluff  closes  into  the  river  at  station  260 
the  elevation  1,670  for  canal-bottom  answers  very  well.  Along  this  bluff,  from  station 
259  to  station  30S,  a  retaining  wall  is  proposed.  This  retaining- wall  is  pretty  high  in 
places,  (20  to  30  feet;)  it  can  only  be  made  lower  by  increasing  th>^  amount  of  cutting 
or  by  moving  the  wall  into  the  river.  The  cost  of  the  former  would  probably  offset  the 
saving  in  the  amount  of  retaining-wull,  besides  increasing  the  amount  of  excavated 
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material  to  be  disposed  of.    The  latter  would  decrease  the  available  space  in  the  valley 
for  the  passage  of  floods.    I  cannot  recoramend  this,  with  the  present  lack  of  data. 

Mr.  Talcott's  notes,  copied  above,  estimate  the  catting  along  this  bluff  at  f  solid 
rock  and  the  rest  loose  rock.  This  estimate  was  probably  for  throagh-cnt.  I  have  as- 
sumed a  less  proportion  of  solid  rock,  one-half  in  the  worst  places.  With  the  retain- 
ing-wall  on  the  river-side,  the  quantity,  absolute  and  relative,  of  solid  rock-catting 
is  diminished,  while  where  solid  rock  is  reached,  the  side  of  the  cut  will  bo  more 
nearly  vertical  than  I  have  assumed. 

'    Between  station  333+50  and  339  a  tetainfng-wall  is  again  proposed,  to  avoid  cat- 
ting more  deeply  into  the  bluff  at  the  mill-daro. 

At  station  345  the  first  lift-lock  is  located.  It  is  a  question  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  locate  it  on  the  flat  above  the  mill  dam,  to  lessen  the  height  of  the  embank- 
ment and  retaining- wall' from  station  3*26  to  337.  The  line  is  recommended  as  it  i*j 
for  the  reason  that  eflbrt  has  been  made,  where  the  valley  is  narrow,  to  keep  the  canal- 
bottom  at  least  20  feet  above  the  low-water  line,  to  avoid  interference  from  floods. 
It  may  be  found,  however,  daring  the  construction  of  the  line,  that  this  change  of 
location  is  advisable.  The  question  may  readily  be  determined  from  the  record  of  the 
highest  flood  on  the  mill-dam,  if  such  record  exist. 

Retaining-wall  on  the  river-side  is  again  resorted  to,  from  station  353+50  to  statioa 
372.  This  wall  is  generally  quite  high,  at  one  place  aboat  30  feet.  It  is  not  proposed 
lower  for  the  reasons  given  above,  and  because  the  curve  in  the  line  above  the  bluff 
IS  disadvantageous  for  the  location  of  the  lock,  which  would  there  become  necessary. 
The  location  through  the  flats  below  this  bluff  calls  for  no  particular  remark.  As  the 
map  shows  the  location  of  each  lock  and  its  lift,  no  special  mention  of  these  matters 
.  is  necessary. 

As  an  alternate  to  the  expensive  location  along  these  bluffs,  the  following  is  sug- 
gested by  an  examination  of  the  map,  viz : 

Diverge  from  the  line  just  mentioned  at  station  254,  and  enter  by  a  flight  of  two 
locks  the  pool  of  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam  No.  5  of  the  slack-water  line.  Leave  this 
dam  by  a  guard-lock  (canal-bottom  at  1,648,  probably)  on  the  right  bank,  and  then  by 
a  canal  through  the  slough  at  Ronceverte,  locking  into  the  river  below  the  mill,  as 
indicated.  Build  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam  No.  6,  with  comb  at  1645,  (probably,)  and 
then  by  a  lift-lock  gain  the  flats  and  the  original  line  on  the  left  bank  at  about  station 
39S.  To  supply  the  water  for  lockage  at  this  point,  (which  would  be,  in  fact,  a  second- 
ary summit,)  a  feeder-canal  could  be  constracted  along  the  bluffs.  The  location  of 
the  alternate  line  and  the  feeder  is  shown  on  sheet  No.  1. 

Estimates  of  the  alternate  line  and  the  canal-line  along  the  bluffs  give  the  following 
results : 

Line  along  blufls $563,968  93 

Alternate 357,543  25 

Difference  in  favor  of  alternate 206,425  68 

The  land-damage  will  be  greater  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former ;  the  contingencies 
would  probably  not  difler  much,  as  the  foundation  of  most  of  the  retaining- wall  would 
be  laid  at  low-water.  I  believe  a  canal  on  the  right  bank  at  this  point  would  be  the 
more  convenient  for  the  local  trade. 

As  this  alternate  was  not  anticipated  at  the  time  of  the  survey,  our  data  are  not 
complete,  and  the  estimate  is  but  approximate,  though  I  believe  ample  in^qnantity. 
It  would  be  better  if  a  location  for  the  lower  dam  were  made  farther  down  the  river, 
BO  that  the  lift- lock  on  the  left  bank  would  be  farther  removed  from  the  inflaence  of 
the  overflowing  water.  I  recommend  this  alternate,  subject  to  a  special  examination 
on  this  latter  point.  It  is  more  subject  to  freshets  than  the  line  along  the  blufl'4, 
though  this  loses  much  of  its  force,  as  the  canal-line  has  several  other  points  of  slack- 
water. 

The  retaining-wall  is  in  a  degree  subject  to  the  force  of  the  floods,  especially  the 
portion  below  station  3484-11*4,  where  the  flood  must  necessarily  impinge  upon  it  at 
quite  an  angle.  The  retaining-wall  is  subject  to  frost,  also,  though  l^is  water-line  is 
comparatively  free  from  it. 

The  next  matter  of  interest  is  the  question  of  passing  the  Second  Creek  Bend.  By 
a  reference  to  Sheet  No.  2,  and  to  the  notes  copied  in  the  opening  of  this  part  of  the 
report,  it  is  seen  that,  immediately  below  dam  No.  7^,  the  bluff  closes  in  on  the  left 
bank  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half.  The  bluff  on  the  right  bank  closes  into  the  river 
above  the  Second  Creek  tunnel,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  continues  so  for 
more  than  half  a  mile.  The-bluff  on  the  left  bank  again  closes  into  the  river  below 
the  month  of  Second  Creek,  and  continues  so  round  the  bend. 

The  canal-surveys  were  made  with  the  object  of  tunneling  this  bend  from  the  lower 
end  of  the  flats,  on  the  right  bank,  to  the  ravine  below  the  bend.  Dam  7  ^  was  located 
for  the  cro6:iing  to  the  right  bank.  I  have  concluded,  upon  a  study  of  the  subject,  to 
abandon  the  tunnel-project,  and  to  recommend  a  line  round,  partly  slack-water  and 
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partly  caual,  as  indicated  on  Sheet  No.  2.  rortnnately,  the  notes  of  the  slapk-water 
survey  supply  data  for  quite  an  approximate  estimate  for  the  line  round  the  bend. 

Dam  No.  9,  with  comb  4  feet  higher  than  for  slack-water,  will  permit  the  line  on  the 
left  bank  to  enter  below  dam  7^^,  with  an  elevation  of  canal-bottom  of  1,526.  The  line 
can  then  leave  this  pool  on  the  right  bank  at  the  dam,  and  pass  through  the  flats  and 
under  the  railroad,  as  shown  on  Sheet  No.  2.  There  is  quite  a  scant  space  under  the 
railroad,  only  17.6  feet  from  water-surface  to  the  top  of  the  rail.  I  would  suggest  that 
an  examination  be  made  before  construction  for  a  site  for  a  dam  above  the  mouth  of 
Second  Creek.  In  reply  to  questions  about  this  matter,  Mr.  Talcott  writes  me  as  fol- 
lows : 

**  I  think  that  if  you  adopt  slack-water  at  this  point;,  it  would  be  better  and  leas 
costly  to  make  the  dam  about  where  the  trausit-hne  crossed,  the  river  alK>ve  Second 
Creek. 

''In  regard  to  the  foundation  of  the  dam  above  Second  Creek,  I  cannot  speak  with 
certainty,  for  I  did  not  make  any  close  examination  at  that  point,  but  I  am  confideac 
that  you  will  find  rock  in  about  10  feet  of  water,  or,  say,  at  the  elevation  of  the  ledge 
selected  for  dam  No.  9.  In  the  elbow,  jnst  below  Second  Cr«^ek  mouth,  the  ledge  shows 
in  about  12  feet  of  water,  bat  above  the  falls  and  about  the  lower  end  of  the  cliffs,  on 
the  right  bank,  the  rock  must  be  higher.  I  mention  this  only  as  a  suggestion,  lor,  not 
having  the  plans  to  look  at,  I  may  be  wrong.'' 

The  estimate  is  made,  supposing  this  lock  and  dam  to  cpst  the  same  as  if  the  site  of 
dam  No.  9  were  taken,  including  guard-bank,  while  the  estimate  for  the  canal  is  made 
from  the  upper  site  suggested. 

The  location  of  the  canal  round  the  bend  is  but  approximate,  and*  it  may  be  changed 
somewhat  in  plan  after  an  examination  of  the  ground. 

To  avoid  the  bluffs  opposite  Fort  Spring,  an  aqueduct  over  Sinking  Creek,  and  the 
blnfi^s  below,  the  line  enters  the  river  before  the  former  bluffs  are  reached.  A  dam  on 
the  site  of  dam  No.  11,  with  the  comb  6  feet  higher  than  for  the  slack- water  system, 
(i.  6.,  28  feet  high,  canal-bottom  at  1,602,)  will  back  the  water  up  for  this  purpose.  The 
line  leaves  this  pool  on  the  right  bank  by  a  guard-lock.  From  this  point  the  line  must 
remain  on  the  right  bank  till  Alderson  is  reached. 

Throughout  most  of  the  distance  the  construction  of  the  line  will  be  expensive ;  the 
cutting  will  be  heavy,  and  the  excavation  will  consist  largely  of  loose  and  solid  rock. 
Mr.  Talcott,  in  his  notes,  referring  to  the  line  from  station  900  to  1030,  says,  '<  At  least 
75  per  cent,  of  the  excavation  will  be  solid  rock,  and  the  remainder  loose  rook  and 
earth,  the  latter  in  small  proportion.''  In  the  estimates  I  have  class^  d  the  excavation 
differently,  for  I  have  made  very  little  thorough  cut,  aud,  the  slopes  being  assumed 
one  in  one  nearly  the>entire  distance,  the  areas  of  excavation  will  be  much  larger  than 
will  be  necessaiy  when  solid  rock  is  met  with.  I  kept  the  area  of  excavation  large, 
as  I  wished  to  make  a  location  which  would  be  found  practicable  in  the  actual  con- 
struction;  and  then,  to  compensate  for  this  in  the  estimates,  I  classified  the  excavation 
as  nearly  all  loose  rock,  the  remainder  earth. 

The  table  of  estimates  accompanying  this  report  is  so  arranged  that  any  other  classi- 
fication may  readily  be  made  if  desired.  About  1  mile  above  Alderson,  on  the  right 
bank,  the  ground  becomes  very  favorable  for  a  canal,  and  continues  so  for  about  9,000 
feet ;  then  for  more  than  3  miles  the  ground  is  generally  unfavorable,  and  a  canal  along 
the  hill-side  would  on  this  bank  be  very  expensive.  Near  station  i:iOO  the  ground  again 
becomes  favorable,  and  continues  so  for  nearly  a  mile,  when  the  steep  ground  again 
comes  close  to  the  river,  and  oanalling  would  be  very  expensive  for  more  than  a  mile. 
Near  station  1410  the  bill  recedes  from  the  river,  and  a  broad  flat  affords  excellent 
ground  for  a  canal  to  station  1526,  a  distance  of  about  2  miles.  Again  the  ground  be- 
comes difficult  for  more  than  2  miles  farther,  or  nearly  to  Graham's  Ferry. 

Upon  the  left  bank,  commencing  at  Alderson,  the  ground  is  favorable  till  Wolf  Creek 
Mountain  is  reached,  where  if  a  canal  occupies  the  hill-side  the  railroad  must  be  put 
into  a  tunnel  1,700  to  1,800  feei  in  length. 

Immediately  below,  the  ground  is  very  favorable  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  when 
if  the  canal  be  kept  out  of  the  river  the  location  of  the  railroad  must  be  changed  for 
about  a  mile  and  two-thirds,  passing  through  two  tunnels  on  the  way.  From  station 
430  to  Graham's  Ferry  the  left  bank  is  very  favorable  for  the  location  of  the  canal. 

With  the  view  of  {.resenting  data  for  alternate  estimates,  the  surveys  included  both 
banks  from  Alderson  to  Graham's  Ferry,  and  the  lines  have  been  located  accordingly, 
as  follows : 

1.  A  line  from  station  1018  (being  a  continuation  of  the  line  described  above)  to 
Graham's  Ferry,  with  the  object  of  avoiding  the  crossing  at  Alderson. 

2.  Crossing  at  Alderson  and  remaining  on  the  left  bank  to  Graham's  Ferr>\ 

1st.  From  station  1018  the  line  continues  through  t.he  flsits  till  the  steep  hill-side 
above  Muddy  Creek  is  reached.  Here  the  line  goes  into  slack-water  to  avoid  the  diffi- 
cult ground  above  and  below  Muddy  Creek,  and  the  aqueducts  over  this  and  the  sev- 
eral streams  below.    The  line  passes  into  the  slough  by  a  flight  of  two  locks,  and  then 
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crosses  cue  isiana  as  inaio.iT<en,  locKing  into  me  nver  wicn  cana'-Docrom  ai^  toe  eleva- 
tion 15*20.  The  surveys  did  not  inclnde  this  island,  and  the  lock  may  not  be  in  the 
most  favorable  place.  A  dike  is  proposed  along  this  slongh  nnd  on  the  island  to  keep 
out  the  floods  from  the  flight  of  locks  to  the  lock  at  the  head  of  the  pool. 

The  estimates  for  excavation  and  embankment  in  this  locality  are  bnt  approxi- 
ronte,  but  it  is  believed  th>'y  are  qmple.  The  elevation  (1520)  for  canal-bottom  in  the 
pool  is  thought  attainable  from  the  bottom  elevations  shown  at  dam  No.  7.  This  is  I 
foot  lower  than  the  elevation  for  the  sl>vck- water  line  in  the  pool  below  this  dam.  An 
examination  m>iy  show  the  elevation  1521  to  be  better 

The  object  of  this  slack-water  being  to  avoid  the  steep  hill-side  and  the  aqnednots 
from  Muddy  Creek  to  station  1300,  a  site  for  a  dam  was  at  fir^t  thought  of  near  sta- 
tion 1200. 

Mr.  Taloott  informed  me  by  letter  that  n  good  foundation  for  a  dam  conld  be  found 
anywhere  betweeri  Wolf  Cr«-ek  and  dam  IH.  A  loontion  was  begun  for  a  canal  on  the 
right  bank  from  this  dam  to  the  lower  end  of  the  flats  below.  But  in  this  distance 
the  river  has  but  a  few  inches  fall  and  a  slack-water  reach  made  to  avoid  the  bluffs 
below  might  as  well  extend  np  to  the  proposed  dam.  I  finally  derided  to  use  the  site 
of  dam  No.  18.  then  to  leave  this  d!im  by  a  guard-lock  on  the  left  bank,  and  by  a  short 
canal  and  lock  to  again  enter  the  river  above  the  month  of  Wolf  Creek.  I  prefer  this 
method  tio  locating  the  dam  farther  down  and  locking  directly  from  pool  to  pool, 
because  the  boats  will  now  pass  from  one  pool  to  the  other  pretty  well  removed  from 
the  induence  during  high  water  ot  the  currents  near  the  dam.  The  guard-lock  as 
locate  permits  passage  through  the  guard  bank  some  distance  from  the  dam.  In  the 
pool  below  dam  No.  18  the  elevation  1500  is  taken  for  canal-bottom.  Special  exami- 
nation may  show  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  increase  this  1  foot.  This  stretch  of  slack- 
water  is  to  be  formed  by  a  d:im  below  the  bluifs  on  the  right  b^nk.  Leaving  this  dam 
by  a  gnard-luck,  the  bne  proceeds  through  the  flats  on  the  right  bank,  and,  to  avoid 
the  bluffs  above  Graham's  Ferry,  again  takes  the  slack- water,  formed  by  the  pool  of  a 
diim  on  the  site  of  dam  No  21.  Below  this  dam  the  railroad  crosses  the  river  and 
slack-waier  is  again  rrsorted  to,  by  which  the  line  passes  under  the  biidge. 

2d.  Alternate  line  on  the  bank  from  Alderson.  Returning  to  station  1018  on  right 
bank  above  Alderson,  and  leaving  the  first  described  line,  the  alternate  enters  the  pool 
of  dam  No  16,  with  canal-bottom  at  the  elevation  1540.  It  may  be  that  this  pool 
might  be  eiiteied  with  this  elevation  last  below  Rattlesnake  Shoals,  more  than  a  mile 
above,  thus  saving  the  excavation  of  that  length  of  oana).  Bnt  it  is  probable  that 
the  approach  to  and  exit  from  the  locks  would  not  be  as  convenittt  at  any  point  above 
their  p'  oposed  location.  Besides,  m  -re  locks  would  be  necessarj^i  the  flight,  or  much 
shorter  levels  would  be  required.  The  latter  would  not  be  desirable,  and  the  former 
would  render  double  locks  necessary  at  the  outset.  The  elevation  chosen  for  this  dam 
is  the  same  as  adopted  for  the  slack-water.  A  higher  dam  would  require  greater 
expr-nse  for  changing  the  ratlroid,  while  a  lower  one  would  require  an  increase  in  the 
already  heavy  cnttiuis  throngh  the  town  of  Alderson.  The  line  leaves  this  dam  by  a 
guard-lock,  and  to  make  room  for  it  on  the  river-bank  it  will  be  necessary  to  change 
the  location  of  the  railr(»ad  and  the  ra>lroad-depot.  This  relocation  has  been  made  by 
Lienteuaut  Mngaire.  It  can  be  but  approximate  above  the  dan),  as  the  surveys  did 
not  inclnde  that  ground. 

Below  Alderson  the  line  requires  no  special  mention  till  the  long  curve  is  passed, 
nearly  3  mill  s  below  the  dam.  Here,  from  insufficiency  of  room  outside  the  railroad, 
the  line  passes  into  the  slough.  Dikes  along  the  islands  and  across  the  sloughs  will 
keep  the  floods  out  of  the  canal.  At  Wolf  Creek  a  location  has  been  made  for  the 
canal  on  the  s  de-hill,  and  a  location  has  been  indicated  on  the  map  for  the  railroad, 
by  which  it  is  thrown  into  a  tunnel  till  this  mountain  is  passed.  The  map  suggests 
at  this  point  a  similar  alternate  to  that  at  Ronceverte,  viz,  to  construct  a  dam  at  the 
location  indt  ated  bflow  the  bluff.  This  location  waasurveyed  for  a  oanal-dam.  Then, 
from  the  pool  of  this  dam,  lock  np  to  the  flats  and  connect  with  the  original  line.  This 
will  require  a  feedt-r  along  the  hill-side  to  supply  water  for  this  secondary  summit. 
The  alternate  line  diverges  from  the  (irst  location  at  station  202,  and  enters  the  river 
With  the  elevation  1506,  for  canal-bottom,  as  proposed  tor  the  line  from  dam  No.  18. 

Estimates  made  of  the  two  methods  of  passing  Wolf  Creek  Mountain,  give  the  fol- 
lowing comparison : 

Canal-line  along  blnff,  railroad  in  tunnel,  from  st>ation  225  to  station  271..  $345, 458  50 
Alien  ate  slack- water  and  feeder  canal,  from  station  206  to  station  271..     221, 870  10 


Difftrencc  in  favor  of  alternate 123,588  4« 

The  former  estimate  would  be  greater  if  it  included  the  distance  from  station  ilOQ 

to  station  225. 
Th<)  estimate  for  the  tunnel  supposes  the  rock  to  stand  without  lining.    The  tunnel 

18  for  a  double-track  road.    The  objections  to  slack-water,  particularly  as  the  dam  is 

low,  are  here  very  well  provided  against,  i\b  the  boats  in  the  up-stream  approach  to  tho 
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locks  at  the  dam  will  be  quite  oat  of  the  immediate  iufiaence  of  the  overflowing  water, 
and  a  crib- work  of  little  extent  would  make  them  still  more  secure.  The  feeder- 
eanal  will  require  an  unimportant  change  of  the  railroad.  This  change  is  included  in 
the  above  estimate.    Through  the  flats  below,  the  line  requires  no  special  remark. 

From  station  344  to  4!^,  there  is  no  room  for  a  canal  between  the  railroad  and  the 
river.  If  the  canal  be  kept  on  the  river-bank  the  railroad  must  be  put  into  tunnel 
from  about  station  360  to  about  station  380,  and  again  for  about  550  feet  through  the 
spur  at  the  foot  of  the  islands.  In  that  case  the  canal  can  keep  in  the  slough  between 
these  tunnels  by  raising  the  present  railroad  embankment  slightly.  The  railroad 
must  of  course  pass  along  the  hill-side  inside  the  slough.  The  slack-water  device  may 
be  again  availed  of,  to  avoid  this  change  in  the  railroad,  as  follows :  Diverge  from  the 
first  line  at  station  344,  and  enter  the  river  by  a  flight  of  locks.  The  elevation  1497 
can  probably  be  attained  for  canal- bottom.  Build  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam  No.  20, 
and  then  by  a  second  flight  of  locks  ascend  to  the  flats  on  the  left  bank,  and  join  the 
first  line  as  indicated  on  the  map.    (Sheet  No.  2.) 

A  ^seder  must  be  built  to  supply  the  secondary  summit  near  station  450.  The  con- 
struction of  this  feeder  is  somewhat  complicated.  The  elevation  of  the  canal-bottom 
at  this  secondary  summit  is  1513.  The  canal-bottom  has  the  same  elevation  at  station 
344,  where  the  alternate  leaves  the  first  line,  and  the  summit  near  station  450  must 
then  be  fed  from  above  the  lock  at  station  3.32.  The  surface  of  the  canal  at  station 
450  is  at  the  elevation  1520.  The  canal-surface  at  station  332  is  at  the  elevation  1528. 
The  distance  between  these  two  points  is  more  than  2  miles ;  the  fall  in  water-surface 
is  8  feet.  All  of  thif^fall  cannot  be  used  unless  the  railroad  were  raised  for  a  distance 
of  about  2  miles.  The  elevation  of  the  track  at  station  351  -f  47  is  but  1524,  leaving 
but  4  feet  of  fall  available  between  this  point  and  station  450.  The  space  outside  the 
railroad  and  along  the  bluffs  below  Albert's  Gut  is  very  restricted,  and  the  section  of 
the  feeder  should  be  as  small  as  possible.  To  overcome  the  difficulty,  a  wide  cut  is  pro- 
posed from  the  summit,  near  station  450,  to  the  slough  above.  This  practically  extends 
the  summit-level  up  to  the  head  of  the  slough  near  station  380.  Then  by  closing  the 
outside  of  Albert's  Gut  a  reservoir  is  formed,  which  is  the  upper  extremity  of  the 
feeder.  The  surface  of  the  feeder  at  this  point  is  taken  at  the  elevation  1522,  which 
permits  a  fall  of  2  feet  to  the  summit  at  station  381.  Room  may  then  be  obtained  for 
the  feeder. outside  the  railroad  withoat  disturbing  it. 

The  reservoir  at  Albert's  Gut  may  be  supplied  from  the  canal  above  the  lock  at  sta- 
tion 332,  by  a  short  feeder-canal  inside  the  railroad,  the  water  being  permitted  to  flow 
from  the  main  canal  tf  this  feeder  and  under  the  railroad,  the  track  passing  over  the 
cut  on  pifirs  and  longlfiidiual  timbers.  A  similar  change  in  the  cut  from  one  side  of 
the  railroad  to  the  other  will  be  necessary  before  station  450  is  reached.  The  change 
is  indicated  between  stations  426  and  427.  It  is  proposed  to  carry  the  track  over  on 
piers,  permitting  a  free  space  of  100  feet  for  the  flow  of  water  from  the  left  to  right  of 
the  railroad. 

In  considering  this  slack-water  alternate  with  that  at  Wolf  Creek  it  will  be  seen 
that,  if  both  be  adopted,  the  Wolf  Creek  feeder  must  supply  both  secondary  summits 
and  the  entire  canal  from  station  270  to  Graham's  Ferry.  It  has  been  estimated  ac- 
cordingly, and  to  decrease  the  amount  of  water  necessary  the  locks,  both  at  the  dams 
and  at  the  head  of  the  pools,  have  been  arranged  in  flights,  although  the  guard-walls 
of  the  lower  lock  should  be  carried  nearly  or  quite  as  high  as  the  walls  of  the  upper 
one  of  the  same  flight.  Were  it  not  for  the  desire  to  decrease  the  amount  necessary,  a 
single  lock  of  double  lift  would  answer  the  purpose.* 

Estimates  of  cost  give  the  following  ibr  comparison  of  the  original  line  and  this 
second  alternate : 

Canal  along  the  bank  and  through  the  slough,  the  railroail  being  put  into 

tunnels  and  on  to  the  hill-side  from  station  344  to  lock  at  station  483..  $499, 259  18 
Alternate,  station  344  to  station  483 268,224  98 


Difference  in  favor  of  alternate 231 ,  03  4  20 


The  railroad- tunnels  are  for  double  track  and  are  supposed  not  to  require  lining. 

The  two  alternates  save  on  the  estimated  cost  a  total  of  $384,62.3.60. 

From  station  483  to  Graham's  Ferry  the  location  is  simple.  At  this  latter  point  the 
line  as  recommended  enters  the  river  to  pass  under  the  railroad  as  recommended  for 
the  line  on  the  right  bank.  The  comparison  of  cost  of  the  two  lines  from  Alderson 
to  Graham's  Ferry  can  now  be  made. 

*  With  alternate  passages  no  water  is  saved  in  dividing  the  entire  lift  into  several 
smaller  ones.  Alternate  i)assage8  may  be  infrequent,  and  therefore  there  will  be  a 
saving  of  water  by  using  several  locks  of  less  lift,  instead  of  one  lock  of  greater  lift. 
There  may  be  a  saving  in  first  cost  by  constructing  a  single  lock  of  sufficient  lift  at  the 
outset.  Then,  when  tue  commerce  of  the  line  increases  sofliciently,  the  second  lock  of 
the  flight  might  be  built,  and  the  lift  of  the  first  diminished  by  half. 
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APPENDIX   V.  725 

Eight  bank. 

Station  1O20  to  lock  at  head  of  pool  above  Wolf  Creek $331 ,  222  26 

From  pool  at  Wolf  Creek  to  canal  dam  No.  4  and  lock 135, 541  62 

Canal  dam  No.  4  to  Graham's  Ferry 211,494  50 

Total  678,258  38 

Left  bank. 

Station  1020  on  right  bank  above  Aldersou  to  station  225  above  Wolf 

Creek $:^89,890  59 

Station  225  to  271— slack- water  alternate 221,870  10 

Station  271  to  344 52,478  85 

Station  344  to 483— slack- water  alternate 268,224  98 

Station  483  to  Graham's  Ferry 111,026  17 

Total  left  bank 1,043,490  69 

Deduct  estimate  for  right  bank 678,258  38 

Left-bank  estimate  exceeds  that  for  right  bank 365, 232  31 

If  the  slack- water  alternate  be  rejected  for  the  line  on  the  left  bank,  the  di£ferenoe 
against  the  left  bank  will  be  $749,856.91. 

The  estimates  are  exclusive  of  land-damages,  the  difference  in  which  could  not  be 
so  great  as  to  affect  the  decision  with  the  above  disparity  of  cost.  The  right  bank  is 
recommended. 

Before  proceeding  further  in  the  detailed  description  of  the  canal-line  proposed  from 
Graham's  Ferry,  it  will  be  advisable  to  consider  the  Great  Bend  (sheet  No.  4)  as  a 
whole. 

When  the  surveys  began  I  was  of  the  opinion,  from  what  had  been  recommended  in 
previous  surveys,  that  the  Second  Creek  Bend  would,  without  doubt,  be  tunneled  for 
an  ordinary  canal-line,  and  that  the  Great  Bend  wonld  be  passed  by  a  tnnnel,  whether 
canal  or  slack- water  were  adopted  from  Kanawha  Falls  to  the  Greenbrier  Bridge.  So 
confident  was  I  of  this,  that  I  gave  ins( ructions  that  the  canal-survey  need  not  be  car- 
ried round  the  Second  Creek  Bend,  and  I  was  also  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  to  survey  the  river  round  the  Great  Bend.  Accordingly,  in  the 
former  case,  only  the  slack-water  line  was  run,  and  our  data  supply  but  approximate 
estimates  for  a  canal,  but  I  am  confident  they  are  ample. 

Further  study  of  the  subject  of  tunnel  cuts-off  for  navigation  modified  my  views, 
and  I  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Talcott,  in  the  field,  to  carry  the  slack-water  survey  around 
the  Great  Bend.  I  still  adhered  to  the  purpose  of  tunneling  here  for  the  ordinary  canal. 
I  have  abandoned  all  the  tunnel  cuts-off.  The  objections  to  a  slack- water  tunnel 
through  the  Great  Bend,  mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  slack- water  line,  apply  to 
the  canal  project  also.  Thes^  objections  are,  difficulty  of  approach,  expense,  accumu- 
lated lockage  at  the  down-stream  end,  whereby  a  long  fiight  of  locks  (double)  would 
be  necessary  in  a  narrow  ravine  and  creek-bed,  and  a  loss  of  time,  offsetting,  in  a  great 
measure,  the  gain  in  distance. 

Fortunately,  the  notes  of  the  slack- water  survey,  carefully  collated,  demonstrate  that 
a  line  round  the  bend  is  practicable  at  moderate  expense.  It  has  been  noted  that  the 
lines  from  Aldersou  to  Graham's  Ferry  unite  above  the  railroad-bridge,  passing  under 
in  a  slack-wat«r  pool,  ^bis  is  necessary,  as  the  canal-line  should  not  cross  the  railroad 
at  or  near  a  grade.  As  the  railroad  crosses  from  one  bank  to  the  other,  both  lines  (left 
bank  and  right  bank)  are  compelled  to  pass  in  the  same  manner. 

To  form  tnis  slack-water  pool,  a  dam  is  proposed  below  Bacon's  Falls  at  station 
1876  -|-  22.  The  availability  of  this  site  was  shown  in  the  description  of  the  slack- 
water  line.  Tliis  dam  will  be  about  27  feet  high.  The  line  will  leave  this  pool 
by  a  lifilock  on  the  left  bank.  I  recommend  that  this  lock  be  bnilt  as  a  guard- 
lock  inside  the  dam,  and  a  lift-lock  outaide,  so  that,  when  there  be  a  rise  on  the 
comb  of  the  dam,  the  upper  or  the  guard  lock  will  become  a  lock  with  a  lift  equal 
to  this  rise.  Otherwise,  from  the  great  height  of  gates  necessary,  the  maneuvers 
might  be  too  difficult  in  a  high  flood.  With  an  ordinary  guard  and  lift  lock  the 
lift  would  be  the  normal  lift  increased  by  the  height  of  the  flood.  Security  is  offered 
against  accident  by  dividing  this  entire  lift  into  two  of  less  height.  From  this  dam 
the  line  keeps  on  the  left  bank,  as  shown,  to  abont  station  2050,  passing  over  Stoney 
and  Little  Stoney  Creeks  on  aqueducts,  and  inside  the  knoll  at  the  Blue  Hole.  At 
about  station  2060  the  hills  close  into  the  river  on  the  left  bank,  and  the  ground 
opens  on  the  right.    A  dam  at  this  poiut,  of  sut)icient  height  to  cross  to  the  fiats  oppo- 
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site,  would  supply  slack- water 'navipration  from  above  Stoney  Creek.  If  the  crossing 
were  made,  the  same  difflcalty  would  be  met  with  round  the  next  bend,  where,  if  a 
crossing  were  made,  the  water  would  be  backed,  to  the  previous  crossing,  with  suffi- 
cient depth  to  ailbrd  a  constant  slack-water  navigation.  The  same  state  of  affairs 
would  exist  at  the  lower  end  of  the  flats  below  the  second  crossing.  The  best  solution 
of  this  is,  probably,  to  enter  slack-water  at  station  2050,  locking  down  13  feet  for  this 
purpose.  Then,  if  a  dam  be  built  near  station  2150,  with  comb  at  the  elevation  1,427^ 
the  pool  of  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam  No.  29  may  be  attained  by  a  lift  of  10  feeb.  The 
latter  dam  will  permit  the  line  to  leave  on  the  right  bank,  by  a  guard-lock,  at  suffi- 
cient height  for  crossing  the  creek  below.  It  may  be  necessary  to  locate  the  former 
dam  lower  down  than  indicated. 

Mr.  Talcott  writes  me  that  '*  Good  foundation  can  be  had  for  a  dam  some  distance 
above  dam  28,  but  I  do  not  know  certainly  of  any  at  the  head  of  the  flat  on  left  bank. 
I  think,  however,  that  you  would  be  safe  in  assuming  a  good  one  anywhere  there  if 
you  allowed  a  good  sum  for  the  foundations.'' 

The  location  from  the  dam  below  Bacon's  Falls  is  approximate  only,  and  a  special 
survey  would  probably  modify  it  in  detail,  both  as  to  plan  and  the  location  of  the  locks. 
In  the  estimates  my  endeavor  has  been  to  have  the  quantities  full;  I  believe  the  exca- 
vation will  be  found  in  excess.  Masonry  can  be  more  closely  approximated  to.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  line  round  the  bend  ($H98,392.b6)  is  much  less  than  what  the  tun- 
nel cut-off  could  be. 

From  the  ravine  at  the  western  portal  of  the  Great  Bend  tunnel  (Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Railroad)  to  the  junction  with  the  New  River  division  the  location  was  made  by- 
Lieutenant  Maguire.  From  the  ravine  the  canal  keeps  on  the  right  bank  to  station 
248  of  tlie  line  from  the  tunnel-portal,  passing  over  Powley's  and  Big  creeks  on  aque- 
ducts of  small  span.  At  station  248  the  line  enters  the  pool  of  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam 
No.  32,  with  canal  bottom  at  the  elevation  1,368.8,  (according  to  the  Greenbrier  levels.) 
At  dam  No.  32  a  guard-lock  on  the  right  connects  the  Greenbrier  and  the  New  River 
divisions.  The  quantity  of  retaining-wall  necessary  and  the  heavy  excavation  render 
this  section  quite  expensive. 

It  might  be  found  on  examination  that  the  following  line  would  be  an  available  and 
a  desirable  substitute,  viz :  Leave  the  dam  near  2150  by  a  guard-lock  on  the  left  bank, 
and  then,  by  canal,  through  the  flat,  enter  the  river  where  the  blui&  close  in  below, 
with  the  elevation  1,396  or  less  for  canal-bottom.  Build  a  dam  at  the  site  30  A,  with 
comb  at  elevation  1,403  or  less.  This  dam  would  not  be  more  than  23  feet  high. 
Lock  down  from  this  dam  to  the  elevation  1,386  or  less,  according  to  location  above. 
At  station  194  build  a  dam  with  comb  at  the  elevation  1,393  or  less.  There  is  a  rock 
foundation  here.  The  dam  would  be  24  feet  high.  Lock  down  from  this  dam  to  eleva- 
tion 1,376,  (probably.)  Build  a  dam  on  the  site  of  dam  No.  32,  with  comb  at  the  ele- 
vation 1,383,  (probably,)  and  there,  by  a  guard  and  lifs  lock,  as  at  1876-f  22,  connect 
with  the  New  River  division.  This  lajst  dam  would  be  19  feet  high,  and  the  lock  7.2 
feet  lift,  (probably.)  This  method  would  add  but  one  more  slack-water  pool  to  the 
line,  and  I  shonld  expect  a  saving  of  about  $300,000  in  the  estimated  cost.  The  data 
now  .at  hand  are  not  sufficient  for  an  accurate  estimate  of  this  substitute,  and  in  the 
project  offered  I  wish  to  have  as  little  conjectural  as  possible.  The  Great  Bend  shonld 
again  be  surveyed  for  the  accurate  location  of  the  line,  and  the  examination  for  thia 
Bnggested  substitute  could  be  made  at  the  same  time.  A  good  amount  might  be  saved 
on  the  estimates  by  going  into  slack- water  above  Powley's  Creek,  but  it  would  be  as 
well  to  examine  the  above  substitute  before  adopting  either.  Detailed  estimates  of 
cost  accompany  this  report.  The  estimates  have  been  subdivided,  so  that  a  compara- 
tive estimate  of  any  change^  however  small,  may  be  readily  made  at  any  time  in  the 
future. 

The  earth-excavation  for  locks  is  estimated  at  10  cents  extra  per  cubic  yard  to  cover 
the  replacing  of  this  earth  as  an  embankment  on  the  sides  of  tne  locks.  When  possi- 
ble, the  excavation  is  intended  to  supply  the  embankmouf  required.  The  possible 
difficulty  of  procuring  good  stone  for  cut  masonry  was  mentioned  in  the  report  of  the 
summit  division. 

Nearly  all  the  estimates  of  quantities  for  the  Greenbrier  division  were  made  by- 
Lieutenant  Maguire.  Mr.  J.  L.  Seager  made  those  for  the  slack-wat«er  alternates  ex- 
clusive of  lock  masonry.  The  estimates  for  the  recommended  canal-line  for  the  Green- 
brier division  aggregate  $4,538,349.85.  The  slack-water  estimates  exceed  this  by 
11,712,940.17. 

I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to  prepare  a  comparison  of  their  respective  ad- 
vantages in  the  Greenbrier  division,  aa  I  suppose  the  decision  of  the  question  whether 
the  canal  or  the  slack-water  shall  be  chosen  will  depend  on  the  New  River  division.  It 
may  be  well,  however,  to  note  that  on  the  Greenbrier  the  canal-line  as  recommended 
consists  in  cood  part  of  slack- water,  while  the  slack-water  system  consists  in  a  good 
part  of  canal. 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  ESTIMATES  FOR  CANAL-UNB  AS  RECOMMENDED. 

OreenhHer  division, 

Howard's  Creek  to  station  254 $231,660  43 

Station  254  to  station  397  slack- water  alternate,  avoiding  canal  along 

bluffs  at  Rouceverte 357,543  25 

Station  397  to  pool  of  dam  No.  9 ; 99,208  38 

Dam  No.  9  to  dam  No.  11  and  lock,  inclusive 4:33«165  64 

Dam  No.  11  testation  1020 .626,279  60 

Station  1020  to  pool  at  Wolf  Creek 331,222  26 

Pool  at  Wolf  Creek  to  Graham's  Ferry 211,494  50 

Great  Bend  section 898,392  86 

Great  Bend  to  mouth  of  Greenbrier 799,805  67 

3  988  972  59 
Guard-cribs  at  12  dams,  at  $5,000 '   60,*  000  00 

Land  damage : 

48  miles  long  and  0.06  mile  wide  (316.8  feet)  =  2.88  square  miles  = 
1,843.2  acres,  at  $25 46, 080  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing: 

48  miles  long  and  0.02  mile  (105.6  feet)  wide  =  614.4  acres,  at  $50. ..  30, 720  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 412,577  26 

Total  canal  estimates,  Greenbrier  division 4, 538, 349  85 

If  line  along  bluffs  at  Konceverte  be  adopted,  there  must 

be  added  to  above  estimate $206, 425  68 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent 20,642  57 

227, 068  25 


4,765,418  10 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Turtle, 
First  Lieut  of  Engineers, 
Maj.  Wm.  P.  Craiohill, 

Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  3.  A, 


report  on  re-ex AMINATION  and  survey  OF  THE  NEW  RIVER  DIVISION,  SURVEY  OF 
1874,  BY  MR.  N.   H.  HUTTON,   ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Baltimore,  May  28, 1876. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  results  of  the 
re-examination  and  survey  of  the  New  River  division  of  the  central  water-line,  made 
under  your  direction  during  August,  September,  and  October  of  1874. 

Your  instructions,  dated  July  15,  1874,  said  •  »  •  "not  later  than  August  1, 
you  will  enter  upon  a  resurvey  of  the  Greenbrier  River  below  Howard's  Creek,  and  of 
New  River  below  the  Greenbrier,  the  object  being  to  fix  the  precise  location  of  dams 
and  other  details  of  the  slack-water  navigation  of  those  streams,  with  the  collection  of 
such  additional  information  as  will  enable  a  detailed  determination  to  be  made  of  the 
location  and  cost  of  the  canal  which,  by  some  engineers,  is  considered  a  necessity  for 
that  part  of  the  line,  and  by  others  a  desirable  though  not  a  necessary  alternative  to 
the  slack-water.  You  will  keep  in  view  also  the  possible  advantages  to  be  gained  by 
resort  to  tunnels  for  avoiding  difficult  places,  in  the  valley  of  New  River  especially, 
and  thereby  at  the  same  time  shortening  the  line,  either  for  canal  or  slack-water  navi- 
gation.'' 

*'  It  is  desirable,  if  possible,  that  the  information  you  ^111  gain  be  such  as  to  enable 
tbe  work  along  that  portion  of  the  line  to  be  put  promptly  under  contract  should  Con- 
gress provide  the  means."  •  •       •  •  *  » 

Under  these  instructions,  the  organization  of  two  engineering  parties  was  at  once 
commenced,  one  for  the  examination  of  the  slack- water  scheme  and  the  other  for  the 
survey  of  an  independent  lateral  canal. 

On  the  1st  of  August  both  parties  were  assembled  in  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Howard's 
Creek,  and  operations  were  commenced  at  that  point.  A  rapid  reconnaissance  mean- 
time was  made  of  the  valleys  of  the  Greenbrier  and  New  Rivers,  which  developed  the 
impracticability  of  procuring,  over  this  whole  distance,  the  amount  and  quality  of 
information  ealled  for  by  your  instructions  with  the  time  and  money  at  my  disposal. 
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I  W.18  acconliugly  relieved  of  the  duty  of  examiniofc^he  GreeDbrier  div-ision,  and  the 
part ii'S  under  my  charge  were  transferred  to  the  New  River,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Green- 
i)rier,  where  the  field-work  was  resumed  on  Augnsfe  8,  continuously'  carried  forward  to 
Kanawha  Falls,  and  completed  about  November  1. 

Throughout  this  division  (62  miles  in  length)  transit  and  level  lines  were  run  by 
both  parties,  and  soundings  were  made,  where  practicable,  to  determine  the  form  and 
character  of  the  river-bottom,  depths  of  water,  &c. 

Usiug  the  survey  of  1872  (made  under  the  late  Mr.  E.  Lorraine)  as  a  basis,  sites  for 
locks  and  dams  were  selected,  surveyed,  and  marked  in  the  field,  the  governing  con* 
siderations  being  that  all  dams  should  be  located  on  foundations  of  solid  rock,  should, 
if  possible,  be  at  least  600  feet  long  on  the  crest,  and  that  they  should  nowhere  endan- 
ger, by  overflow,  the  track  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  during  floods  of  equal 
volume  to  that  of  1861. 

An  experimental  line  for  a  lateral  canal,  with  cross-sections  of  the  surface  at  every 
hundred  ii^et,  was  traced  and  marked  from  the  last  dam  on  the  Greenbrier  to  the  pool 
above  Kanawha  Falls,  a  distance  of  60  miles.  The  location  was  governed  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  top  of  the  tow-path  bank  should  be  two  feet  above  the  flood-line  of 
1861,  the  marks  of  which  were  obtained  aud  noted  wherever  practicable. 

Detailed  surveys  and  measurements  were  made  to  determine  the  cost  of  removing 
from  the  river-bed  the  masses  of  loose  rock  which  now  encumber  it  between  Keeny's 
Shoals  and  Narrow  Falls,  a  distance  of  about  20  miles,  through  what  is  sometimes 
called  the  "  gorge  "  of  New  River. 

Surveys  were  made  with  a  view  of  cutting  off  bends  in  the  immediate  valley  of  New- 
River  by  means  of  tunnels,  wherever  practicable,  and  extended  reconnaissances  and 
surveys  were  made  to  determine  the  practicability  of  suggested  lines  using  tunnels 
outside  the  limits  of  the  immediate  valley,  and  cutting  ofi'  large  sections  of  the  river 
proper. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  field-work,  the  want  of  money  has  greatly  retarded  the 
preparation  of  maps,  drawings,  and  estimates  of  cost,  which  have  mainly  been  done 
by  the  office  staff  when  they  could  be  spared  from  other  duties.  Nevertheless,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  papers,  drawings,  &.C.,  herewith  submitted  furnish  all  the  information 
called  for  by  your  instructions. 

PLANE  OF  REFERENCE.   • 

The  levels,  as  marked  and  described  on  the  maps,  drawings,  profiles,  &c.,  refer  to 
elevations  above  tide-water  at  Richmond,  Ya. 

The  basis  for  all  the  levels  was  a  bench-mark  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Greenbrier, 
near  our  initial  point,  established  by  the  party  under  the  bite  Mr.  Ed.  Lorraine,  in 
1872.  This  bench-mark  was,  in  turn,  established  by  levels  biised  upon  a  bench-mark 
established  by  parties  under  Mr.  W.  R.  Hutton,  in  1870,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Green- 
brier, near  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek,  the  levels  having  been  brought  over  the 
Alleghanies  by  these  parties. 

During  the  summer  of  1874  other  lines  of  levels  were  brought  over  the  Alleghanies 
by  parties  under  Lieut.  Thomas  Turtle,  United  States  Engineers,  which  were  found  to 
differ  somewhat  from  those  of  1870,  and  upon  their  prolongation  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Greenbrier  this  difference  was  increased  largely,  so  that,  according  to  the  last  levels 
run,  our  bench-mark  at  initial  point  was  4.8  feet  too  low.  This  discrepancy  was  not 
discovered  until  the  field-work  and  notes  of  both  divisions  were  completed,  aud,  in 
order  that  the  drawings  might  correctly  represent  the  contents  of  the  note-books,  the 
original  levels  have  been  retained  and  marked,  so  that  the  water-surface  at  dam  No. 
32  of  the  Greenbrier  division  appears  to  be  4.8  feet  higheron  the  maps  and  profiles  of 
that  division  than  the  level  of  the  same  point  appears  to  be  on  the  maps  and  profiles 
of  the  New  River  division.  In  other  words,  to  reduce  the  levels  of  New  River  divis- 
ion to  correspond  to  those  of  the  Greenbrier  division,  4.8  feet  must  be  added  to  thenj. 

GENERAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  New  River,  throughout  the  portion  which  was  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
this  survey  and  report,  presents  in  various  degrees  of  development  in  its  different  sec- 
tions the  contracted  valley  and  sudden  changes  of  slope  usually  found  in  streams  flow- 
ing through  mountainous  districts.  Between  the  Greenbrier  and  Kanawha  Falls,  the 
river  may  be  divided  into  four  sections,  possessing,  in  varying  and  increasing  propor- 
tions, from  the  upper  to  the  lower  end,  the  characteristics  referred  to. 

The  fiist  section  (about  15  miles  long)  extends  to  Meadow  Creek,  with  an  average 
fall  (excluding  the  abrupt  fall  at  Richmond's)  of  about  7  feet  per  mile.  The  valley, 
though  narrow,  presents  usually  on  one  side  or  the  other  strips,  at  least,  of  bottom- 
land, aud  the  hill-slopes  are  not  continuously  precipitous. 

TliH  .<4ocond  section  (about  25  miles  long)  extends  to  Sewell,  with  an  average  fall  of 
about  9  feet  per  mile.    The  valley  becomes  more  contracted;  bottom-land  (properly 
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80  called)  has  almost  entirely  digappeared,  its  only  representative  being  short  stretches 
of  high  bench-land.,  Vertical  cliffs  impinge  more  frequently  upon  the  water's  edge, 
and  the  hill-slopes  are  everywhere  ragged  with  masses  of  rocks  detached  from  the  cliffs, 
always  found  at  short  distances  in  the  rear.  At  this  point  (Sewell)  is  usually  said  to 
commence  the ^' gorge"  where  the  river  breaks  throug-h  the  high  lands  connecting  the 
Ganley  Mountains  with  those  of  Coal  River. 

The  third  section  (12  miles  in  length)  extends  to  Hawk's  Nest,  with  an  average  fall 
of  17  feet  per  mile.  Throughout  this,  as  well  as  the  following  section,  the  river  has 
cut  its  way  over  a  thousand  feet  deep  through  the  highlands,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
more  friable  nature  of  the  materials  encountered,  (sandstones  and  shales,)  would  pre- 
sent all  the  features  of  a  veritable  canon  as  found  in  the  metamorphic  regions  of  the 
Great  Basin. 

Both  valley  and  river-bed  are  very  much  contracted,  with  steep  slopes  of  loose  rook 
thrown  down  from  the  cliffs.  The  water-way  is  frequently  clogged  with  large  masses 
of  rock,  through  which  the  river  alternately  rushes  with  violence  in  many  narrow 
streams,  or  eddies  in  deep  and  sluggish  pools. 

The  fourth  section,  extending  to  Narrow  Falls,  about  seven  miles  in  length,  has  an 
average  fall  of  19  feet  per  mile,  and  is  the  culmination  of  the  gradual  increase  of  rng- 
gedness,  contraction,  and  slope.  Though  the  average  fail,  as  stated,  is  19  feet,  there 
are  several  miles  in  which  the  fall  is  nearly  :W;  there  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  any  valley ; 
the  vertical  and  at  times  overhanging  cliffs  rise  abrubtly  from  the  water's  edge,  or 
are  at  best  only  separated  from  it  by  a  sloping  mass  of  loose  rock  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes;  the  masses  o£  rock  cumbering  the  water-way  appear  at  times  almost  to  have 
absorbed  the  river,  which  truly  offers  at  first  sight  small  chance  for  improvement. 
From  this  point  (Narrow  Falls)  to  the  Kanawha  Falls  the  river  extends  in  a  wide  pool 
of  varying  depth,  the  side-hills  come  closely  down  to  the  river  until  trhe  Gauley  enters 
on  the  right  bank,  from  which  to  the  falls  the  valley  expands  on  that  bank  in  a  wide 
flat.  The  width  and  depths  of  water-way  on  this  whole  division  vary  so  frequently 
and  so  greatly,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  au  accurate  general  statement  of 
them  ;  it  may,  however,  be  roughly  said  in  the  first  section  the  width  is  from  400  to 
800  feet,  with  a  depth  of  from  7  to  12  feet  in  the  pools;  in  the  second  section,  from  250 
feet  to  400  feet,  with  the  same  depths  in  the  pools ;  and  in  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions it  rarely  ever  exceeds  250  feet  in  width,  and  is  often  less  than  200  feet,  with 
depths  in  the  pools  as  great  at  places  as  30  to  40  feet. 

It  flows  in  alternating  pools  and  rapids,  with  depths  in  the  latter  varying  from  a  few 
inches  in  the  upper  sections  of  the  river  to  10  feet  in  the  lower  portions.  The  only 
vertical  falls  encountered  are  Richmond's,  about  ten  miles  below  the  Greenbrier,  where 
the  river  falls  28  feet,  15  feet  being  nearly  vertical  over  a  ledge  of  hard,  conglom- 
erate sandstone ;  and  Kanawha  Falls,  where  it  descends  19^  feet  over  a  ledge  of  sand- 
stone. In  both  cases  the  river  has  a  width  of  over  1,000  feet  on  the  high- water  crest- 
line,  and  immediately  above  the  river  is  very  shallow.  At  Richmond's  Falls,  the  hill- 
slopes,  or  cliff*,  come  closely  down  to  the  water's  edge  on  both  sides  of  the  river;  at 
Kanawha  Falls,  the  hills  come  down  closely  on  the  left  bank,  and  a  wide,  low  bottom 
extends  along  the  right  bank. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  occupies  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  from  the 
Greenbrier  to  Hawk's  Nest,  and  the  left  bank  thence  t<o  Kanawha  Falls.  The  rock  ex- 
posed throughout  is  mainly  a  compact  sandstone,  in  nearly  horizontal  beds,  occasion- 
ally overlaid  with  red  shale,  and  sometimes  merging  into  a  hard  conglomerate,  as  at 
Richmond's  Falls.  The  hill-slopes  are  generally  formed  of  d^bHa  from  the  adjacent  cliffs 
iu  the  upper  portion,  to  some  extent  mixed  with  alluvial  deposits;  but  lower  down 
they  form,  as  before  stated,  almost  pure  masses  of  detached  rock.  A  large  minority  of 
the  shoflls  are  composed  of  loose  rock  and  bowlders  forming  dams,  over  and  through 
which  the  river  flows,  and  which  have  apparently  (after  the  manner  of  the  formation 
of  *^  pot-holes  ")  abraded  and  broken  up  the  bed-rock  to  great  depths,  rendering  these 
apparently  natural  sites  for  dams  actually  the  least  desirable,  in  so  far  as  foundations 
are  concerned.  For  this  reason  it  will  be  found  that  in  the  present  project  the  dams 
are  frequently  located  in  the  deep  water,  above  the  shoals,  giving  an  increased  height 
of  masonry,  but  securing  undoubted  rock-foundations.  £xce))t  at  the  shoals,  the 
soundings  indicated  generally  a  bottom  of  rock  in  place,  with  little  or  no  deposit  over- 
lying it.  The  bottom-lands*  have  generally  a  loose,  sandy  soil,  in  most  cases  inti- 
mately mixed  with  debris  from  the  cliffs. 

The  side-hills  are  almost  entirely  destitute  of  anything  like  soil  in  masses,  such  as 
there  is  being  swallowed  up  in  the  crevices  of  the  loose  rock  which  everywhere  cov- 
ers their  slopes.  Nevertheless,  walnut  and  poplar  timber,  of  large  size  and  excellent 
quality,  abounds  on  these  slopes  throughout  the  whole  d  stance. 

The  sandstone  everywhere  found  is  of  excellent  quality  for  building  purposes,  and 
easily  quarried,  in  immediate  proximity  to  the  sites  where  required  for  use. 

The  question  of  water-supply  does  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any  method  of 
navigation-improvement,  as  its  abundance  is  undoubted,  its  superabundance  during 
freshets  being  the  most  formidable  obstacle. 
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Until  the  construotion  (ft  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  arable  land,  the  valley  between  the  Greenbrier  and  Kanawha  Falls  was  an  unknown 
land,  except  to  parties  of  sarveyors  or  hunters  who  at  long  intervals  forced  their  way 
down  it.  Owing  to  this  absence  of  settlement,  we  have  not  only  no  accurate  record  aa 
to  the  volume,  frequency,  and  duration  of  floods,  but  not  even  the  ordinary  hearsay 
information  usual  in  such  cases.  The  wild  and  gloomy  appearance  of  the  river  through 
the  **  gorge,''  as  seen  from  the  cliffs  above,  has  doubtless  caused  an  exaggeration  of 
their  neights  and  violence,  great  as  they  undoubtedly  are ;  but  that  they  attained 
great  heights,  with  extreme  rapidity,  is  all  that  we  really  do  know.  During  the  snm- 
nier  of  18(51  occurred  a  freshet  which  is  admitted  by  the  few  old  settlers  scattered 
throughout  the  valley  to  have  been  the  greatest  known  for  forty  years;  and  of  this 
some  few  records  of  heights  are  obtainable,  though  that  they  are  uncertain  may  be 
admitted,  when  it  is  known  that  at  one  point  a  difference  was  found  of  7  feet  in  the 
elevations,  as  given  by  different  persons  claiming  to  have  seen  and  noted  the  flood  at 
its  height.  However,  this  flood,  and  the  measures  of  it  thus  obtained,  have,  since  its 
occurrence,  been  used  as  the  standard  of  reference  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company  and  for  all  projected  improvements  of  the  river,  including  the  projects 
herewith  submitted.  To  determine  its  volume,  reference  has  been  had  to  its  reported 
observed  height  of  8  feet  just  above  the  crest  of  Richmond's  Falls. 

It  has  been  assumed  that  for  a  length  of  1,200  feet  (which  is'  less  than  the  develop- 
ment of  the  crest-line  by  probably  15  per  cent.)  the  discharge  was  equivalent  to  that 
over  a  weir  having  8  feet  depth  above  the  comb.  This  would  give  a  volume  for  this 
flood  of  about  90,000  cubic  feet  per  second,  which  is  the  amount  that  has  been  assumed 
heretofore  as  well  as  in  this  project  to  determine  proportions  of  guard-walls  and  banks 
and  the  heights  of  dams  with  referencef  to  tbe  railroad.    From  observations  at  other 

foints.of  the  water-marks  of  this  flood,  combined  with  the  cross-sections  of  the  valley, 
am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  estimate  of  quantity  is  exaggerated.  It  is  true 
that  the  data  available  are  too  rude  for  other  than  a  very  approximate  solution  of  the 
question,  and  altogether  insufficient  to  justify  the  construction  of  works  on  any  other 
basis  previous  to  the  procurement  of  more  reliable  information.  The  matter  is  referred 
to  simply  to  call  the  attention  to  thepoasibiUty  of  greatly  lessening  the  cost  of  any  scheme 
of  improvement  by  the  aid  of  more  full  and  reliable  data  as  to  the  floods.  The  reasons 
for  a  belief  in  this  possibility  are  twofold ;  in  the  first  place,  the  observed  height  of 
8  feet  at  Richmond's  Falls  was  toward  (if  not  on)  the  left  bank,  from  which  extends, 
for  more  than  half  the  total  width  of  the  river  an  irregular  island,  (or  peninsula,)  im- 
mediately below  the  crest  of  the  falls,  at  some  points  really  connected  with  it,  at  many 
nearly  of  equal  height,  and  covered  throughout  with  loose  rock  and  a  dense  growth 
of  timber,  which  during  this  great  freshet  was  in  full  foliage.  It  seems  almost  impos- 
sible that  this  obstruction  to  the  free  escape  of  the  water  should  not  have  caused 
an  elevation  of  the  level  of  the  crest  on  this  part  of  the  line  over  that  portion 
which  aflbrded  a  free  discharge,  and  consequently  the  assumption  that  8  feet  was  the 
average  depth  is  an  overestimate.  Secondly,  a  comparison  of  the  observed  heights  of 
the  flood,  at  some  points,  with  the  cross-sections  of  the  valley,  w  ith  libei-al  allowances 
for  the  unknown  and  for  errors  in  the  known  quantities,  indicates  a  volume  not  ex- 
ceeding 60,000  or  65,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  Should  this  assumption  prove  to  be 
true,  it  will  result  that  the  project  as  now  presented  will  tax  the  work  with  difficulties 
of  execution  and  operation  in  excess  of  any  probable  requirements.  The  evidence  of 
flood-heights  in  the  ''  gorge  ^'  of  50  to  60  feet  was,  at  the  time  of  this  survey,  confined 
to  a  single  log  lodged  in  the  clifls,  in  the  right  bank,  below  Cotton  Hill  station.  This 
undoubtedly  x^resented  evidence  of  abrasion,  as  if  by  contact  with  water  and  rocks, 
yet  it  may  have  come  down  the  hill  and  not  up,  for  almost  immediately  below  it 
(about  30  feet)  is  a  cave  or  hole  in  the  olifls,  so  situated  that  it  would  seem  impossible 
for  all,  if  any,  of  the  drift  entering  it  to  escape ;  yet  a  careful  investigation  failed  to 
discover  any  signs  of  such  deposit  within  it. 

SLACK-WATER  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  general  arrangements  for  this  method  of  improvement,  as  set  forth  in  the  report 
of  survey  in  1872,  made  under  your  direction  by  the  late  Mr.  E.  Lorraine,  necessarily 
formed  the  basis  of  operations  for  this  re-examination.  There  remained  only  to  be  de- 
termined the  feasibility  and  costs  of  eliminating  from  that  project  certain  features 
(mainly  relating  to  the  foundations  for  and  length  of  dams)  which  were  considered 
objectionable. 

The  question  of  water-supply,  as  before  stated,  does  not  enter  into  the  question,  ex- 
cept as  to  protection  against  its  superabundance. 

The  result  of  the  re-examination  will  probably  be  more  readily  appreciated  by  a 
summary  of  the  leading  features  of  the  former  project  and  that  now  presented  for  con- 
sideration. As  arranged  and  estimated  for  in  1872,  the  plan  embraced  (between  the 
mouth  of  Greenbrier  and  the  pool  below  Kanawha  Falls)  3d  dams,  9  of  which  were 
located  on  foundations  of  loose  rock.    Their  average  length  on  crest  was  561  feet;  mini- 
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lift  at  any  one  lock  being  25  feet.)  Tlie  project,  as  now  presented,  proposes  33  dams, 
all  located  on  solid-rock  fj»undatlons,  with  an  average,  length  of  709  feet,  a  minimnni 
length  of  550feet;  a  mean  height  of  24  feet,  and  a  maximutn  lift  of  22  feet,  making,  as 
compared  with  the  former  arrangement,  a  decrease  of  5  in  the  ndmber  of  dams,  or  13 
per  cent.;  an  increase  of  128  feet  in  mean  length,  or  22  per  cent.;  an  increase  of  233 
feet,  or  over  60  per  cent.,  in  minimum  length ;  and  a  decrease  of  3  feet  in  maximnm  lift, 
without  material  change  in  the  average  height  above  foundations  of  the  dams.  The 
diminution  of  the  number  of  dams,  without  increase  of  height,  is  proposed  to  be 
obtained  by  a  resort  to  sections  of  lateral  canal  around  some  of  the  greater  descents, 
and  by  the  excavation  of  channels  through  the  shoals  next  below  the  dams,  in  order 
to  utilize  the  natural  depths  of  water  found  at  their  feet. 

The  increase  of  mean  and  minimum  length  is  proposed  to  be  obtained  by  building 
the  dams  obliquely  to  the  thread  of  the  current  in  one  or  more  branches,  and  by  the 
t  location  of  the  locks  and  lateral  canals  as  far  into  the  hill-sides  and  away  from  the 
low-water  border  as  circumstances  will  permit.  This  latter  arrangement  affords  the 
greatest  possible  development  of  crest-line,  as  it  obtains  nearly  the  entire  distance 
between  the  level  contours  on  either  side  of  the  valley  corresponding  to  the  reference 
.of  the  comb  of  the  dam.  It  evidently,  however,  requires  very  considerable  excava- 
tions to  form  approaches  to  the  locks,  and  in  some  cases  the  removal  of  projecting 
points  of  the  side  hills  above  and  below  the  dams,  to  permit  the  free  access  and  dis- 
charge of  flood-waters.  On  the  other  hand,  in  addition  to  the  increased  length  of  the 
dams,  it  partially  removes  the  locks  from  the  more  violent  assaults  of  the  floods,  and 
is  believed  to  afford  the  nearest  practical  approximation  to  compliance  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  locks  should  be  located  in  lateral  ravines,  entirely  removed  from  the 
river-bed,  for  the  reason  that  these  are  always  narrow,  rugged,  and  precipitous,  liable 
to  frequent  and  violent  floods  of  short  duration,  which  bring  down  masses  of  stone 
and  timber,  rendering  them,  if  anything,  more  dangerous  than  the  main  stream  to  the 
stability  and  security  of  the  works. 

Examinations  for  tunnels  were  made  across  all  the  principal  bends  of  the  river  that 
would  be  accessible  to  either  a  canal  or  slack- water  improvement.  The  location  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  would  prevent  (with  any  reasonable  degree  of 
economy)  the  approach  to  any  possible  tunnel  occupying  the  same  side  of  the  river  as 
the  road,  and  consequently  no  examinations  were  made  on  that  bank,  except  at  the 
Stretcher's  Neck  Tunnel. 

Tunnel-line  No.  1  passes  through  the  first  bend  above  Stretcher's  Neck,  leaving  the 
river  above  Quinimont  Station  and  striking  it  again  immediately  opposite  the  entrance 
to  Stretcher's  Neck  tunnel. 

The  distance  by  river  is 11,600  feet 

And  by  tunnel 3, 600  feet 

Or,  tunnel-line  saves 8,000  feet 

The  tunnel-line  will  cost  about $1,750,000  00 

And  the  river-line  wiU  cost  about 108,000  00 

Or,  cost  of  tunnel-line  will  exceed  line  around  by - 1, 642, 000  00 

Tunnel  No.  2  is  through  Stretcher's  Neck  bend. 

The  distance  by  river  is 19,000  feet 

And  by  tunnel 2, 000  feet 

Or,  tunnel-line  saves 17,000  feet 

The  tunnel  will  cost  about $1,0.37,000  00 

And  by  river  will  cost  about 570,000  00 

Or,  tunnel-line  exceeds  in  cost  by 467,000  00 


Tunnel  No.  3  is  about  5  miles  below  Stretcher's  Neck,  and  cats  off  Buffalo  Shoals. 

The  distance  by  river  is 14,000  feet 

And  by  tunnel  is 4,950  feet 

Or,  tunnel-line  saves 9,050  feet 
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The  cost  by  tnnnel  is  about $1,230,000 

And  by  river  is  about 237, 000 

Or,  tunnel-line  costs  in  excess 993,000 

Tunhol  No.  4  is  through  the  first  bend  below  Hawk's  Nest,  and  is  the  first  oue  located 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 

The  distance  by  river  is 12,000  feet 

And  by  tunnel-line 6, 400  feet 

Or,  the  tunnel-line  saves 5,600  feet 

The  cost  of  tunnel-line  is  about |1, 529, 000 

i^nd  the  river-line  about 453, 800  . 

Or,  tunnel  cost  is  in  excess  by 1,075,200 

Tunnel  No.  5  is  also  on  the  right  bank,  and  cuts  off  the  Blue  Hole  Bend.    The  line* 
would,  at  lower  end,  strike  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Narrow  Falls,  above  dam  No.  32. 

The  distance  byriver  is 12,500  feet 

And  by  tunnel  is 7, 760  feet 

Or,  the  tunnel-line  saves  about 4, 740  feet 

The  cost  of  tunnel-line  is |2, 087, 500 

And  the  cost  by  river  is 427,178 

Or,  the  tunnel-line  exceeds  in  cost  about 1,660,322 

Tunnel-lines  Nob.  2  and  4  will  enable  one  dam  at  each  place  to  be  dispensed  with. 
The  others  save  nothing  in  this  respect.  All  the  tunnels  will  require  a  guard-lock  in 
addition  to  the  same  number  of  lift-looks  as  the  lines  by  way  of  the  river. 

If  the  adoption  of  these  tunnel-lines  wpuld  serve  in  any  oondderable  degree  to  raise 
the  standard  of  utility  of  the  slack- water  scheme,  or,  in  other  words,  if  their  use  would 
enable  the  whole  division  to  be  navigated  during  floods  of  greater  volume  than  could 
be  done  without  them,  their  construction  might  be  advisable  evdu  at  a  greatly  in- 
creased first  cost.  But  this  would  manifestly  not  be  the  case,  for  the  reasi>n  that  those 
portions  of  the  route  not  affected  by  any  of  the  tunnels  possess  all  the  characteristics 
of  the  portions  avoided  by  them. 

The  river  above  tunnel  No.  1  presents  no  greater  facilities  for  the  operation  of  a 
slack  navigation  than  is  found  in  the  bend  cut  off  by  the  tunnel,  and  the  same  is  true 
of  the  portions  between  Nos.  2  and  3  and  Nos.  4  and  5.  Those  portions  of  the  river 
avoided  by  lines  Nos.  4  and  5  undoubtedly  offer  very  formidable  obstacles  to  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  any  scheme  of  navigation  improvement,  and  here,  if  any- 
where, the  resort  to  tunneling  might  be  true  economy.  The  river  at  these  places  has, 
for  several  miles,  an  average  tall  of  26  feet  per  mile,  one  of  the  miles,  avoided  by  tun- 
nel-line No.  5,  having  a  fall  of  about  30  feet.  Yet  even  here  the  intermediate  portions 
not  affected  by  the  tunnels  are  equally  unfavorable  with  those  avoided,  and  for  the 
^'  gorge,"  as  elsewhere,  the  only  real  gain  possible  by  means  of  tunjiels  isthat  of  dis- 
tance or  time. 

Assuming  20  minutes  as  the  time  required  to  pass  through  one  of  these  large  locks, 
and  the  average  rata  of  travel  by  boats  in  the  pools  as  3  miles  an  hour,  the  extra 
guard-lock  at  each  tunnel  will  consume  an  amount  of  time  equal  to  1  mile  of  dmtance  . 
If  we  further  assume,  as  is  reasonable,  that  the  rate  of  travel  through  the  tunnels  and 
approaches  will  be  only  1^  miles  per  hour,  there  will  result  tho  following  comparison 
of  times  by  the  several  tunnels  and  by  the  river,  exoladiog  lockage?  common  to  both 
routes: 

MinateB. 

Through  tunnel  No.  1 47 

By  ri  ver *. 44 

Through  tunnel  No.  2 35 

By  river 72 

Through  tunnel  No.  3 57 

By  river 53 

Through  tunnel  No.  4 51 

By  river 37 

Through  tunnel  No.  5 60 

By  river 37 
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So  that,  even  allowiog  a  much  less  time  for  lookaj^e  and  a  greater  rate  of  speed 
throagh  tunnels  and  approaches  than  above,  the  fact  remains  that  there  won  Id  be  no 
gain  in  time  by  the  use  of  any  of  the  tnnnels  except  No.  2,  (through  Stret<5her'8  Neck.) 
For  these  reasons,  thongh  estimates  of  cost  are  submitted  for  tnnnels,  only  that  through 
Stretcher's  Neck  is  embraced  in  the  main  estimate  showing  the  totkl  cost  of  the  slacK- 
water  scheme. 

The  ultimate  utility  of  the  whole  project  is  evidently  governed  by  that  of  its  worst 
X>ortiou,  which  is  the  gorge  between  Sewell  and  Narrow  Falls,  and  the  ntility  of  this 
section  evidently  depends  upon  the  number  of  days  during  which  navigation  would 
be  suspended  by  reason  of  floods  rendering  the  pools  impassable. 

The  data  necessary  to  a  very  positive  determination  of  this  question  are  not  to  be 
had;  yet  sufficient  is  known  to  enable  an  approximate  solution  to  be  made,  which  will 
be  satisfactory  just  in  proportion  to  the  certainty  that  the  assumptions  are  all  made 
ajgainst,  rather  than  in  favor  of,  the  slack- water  navigation.  Under  certain  assump- 
tions, which  are  in  harmony  with  the  facts,  in  so  far  as  know^n,  a  table  (hereto  ap- 
pended) has  been  prepared,  showing  the  discharges  and  velocities  corresponding  to 
every  foot  in  depth,  from  1  foot  to  14  feet,  on  the  comb  of  dams  similar  to  those  pro- 
posed for  this  part  of  the  work.  Assuming  that  a  velocity  of  four  miles  an  hour  at  the 
upper  ends  of  the  pools  will  represent  the  limit  against  which  such  boats  as  would 
probably  be  used  on  this  improvement  could  be  propelled,  it  will  be  found  by  reference 
to  the  table  that,  for  the  duration  of  any  flood  discharge  exceeding  37,000  cubic  feet 
per  second,  navigation  by  slack-water  would  be  entirely  suspended  throughout  the 
gorge. 

The  only  definite  information  on  record  as  to  the  height  and  duration  of  floods  is 
confined  to  observations  made  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tutwiler,  oivil  engineer,  (at  the  time  in 
the  service  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,)  who  has  kindly  furnished 
a  profile  of  his  results,  which  is  appended  hereto. 

These  observations  were  made  near  Buffalo  Shoals,  abont  5  miles  below  Stretcher's 
Neck,  and  extend  over  a  period  of  about  nine  months,  from  June  12, 1872,  to  March  17, 
1873.  The  season  appears  to  have  been  prolific  in  frdfthets,  no  less  than  ten  being  * 
noted  exceediog  6  feet  in  height  above  low  water.  The  extreme  range  was  19  feet 
above  this  plane,  and  for  247  days  out  of  278  days,  or  about  six-sevenths  of  the  time, 
the  river  was  at  various  stages  above  low  water. 

If  these  observations  had  included  measurements  of  slope  or  velocity,  or  had  sirhilar 
ones  been  made  above  and  below,  so  that  the  volume  of  discharge  at  the  various 
heights  could  have  been  determined,  the  question  would  have  at  once  been  settled  for 
all  similar  years.  As  this  was  not  done,  we  can  only  approximate  a  solution,  based 
upon  assumptions  always  certainly  against  the  slack-water. 

The  flood  of  1861  (according  to  marks  given  by  persons  who  resided  in  the  vicinity 
at  that  time)  attained  at  this  point  a  height  of  about  22  feet,  and  according  to  the  es- 
timate?  hitherto  used,  based  upon  its  depth  on  the  crest  of  Richmond's  Falls,  its  vol- 
ume was  about  90,000  cubic  feet  per  second. 

If  we  assume  that  at  one-half  the  height  the  volume  of  discharge  would  bo  -^  , 
(which  is  certainly  a  liberal  allowance,)  it  will  result  that  during  the  continnance  of 
floods  exceedin'g  11  feet  in  height  at  this  place  the  navigation  by  slack-water  would 
be  suspended  throughout  the  gorge. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  Mr.  Tutwiler's  observations  shows  that  during  the 
nine  months  covered  by  them  there  were  four  days  in  January  and  five  and  one-half 
days  in  February,  or  nine  and  one-half  days  in  all,  during  which  this  suspension  of 
navigation  would  have  obtaine^n  1872  and  1873. 

Whether  this  season  was  a  fair  average  as  to  high  waters  we  cannot  tell  with  cer- 
tainty, owing  to  the  abs:$nce  of  records,  but  it  certainly  could  not  be  considered  a 
low-water  season. 

MECHANICAL  8TRUCTCRE8. 

Locks. — The  drawings  hoi-ewith  submitted  show  in  detail  the  type  of  locks,  gates, 
valves,  &.O.,  proposed  to  be  used  as  applied  to  the  mean  or  average  lift  of  15  feet.  In 
accordance  with  the  resolution  of  adopting  for  the  locks  of  the  canal  division  a  width 
of  24  feet,  the  plans  for  the  slack-water  locks  have  been  made  250  feet  by  48  feet  in 
the  chamber,  instead  of  240  feet  by  40  feet  as  hitherto  proposed  and  estimated  for. 
The  details  of  gates,  valves,  «&c.,  are  of  course  only  intended  as  studies,  and  it  is  hardly 
to  be  doubted  but  that  in  the  course  of  construction  many  improvements  and  econo- 
mies can  and  will  be  made.  The  locks  throughout  are  proposed  to  be  protected 
against  subuiftrgenoe  by  floods  of  100,000  cubic  feet  per  second,  or  10  per  cent,  greater 
tban  that  of  1861.  The  walls  and  gates  are  proposed  to  be  arranged  to  permit  the  use 
of  the  locks  when  the  river  is  at  the  maximum  navigable  height  in  the  pools.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  locks  are  located  as  far  as  possible  from  the  water's  edge,  guard- 
banks  are  short  and  unimportant,  the  wing-walls  frequently  being  sufficient.  It  is 
proposed  to  found  all  locks  on  solid  rook,  and  in  preparing  the  estimates  its  position 
was  determined,  where  concealed  from  view,  by  reference  to  its  exposure  In  the  river- 
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bed  and  in  the  adjacent  bill-eides.  The  drawiog^s  show  the  npper  gates  resting  on 
breast-walls ;  this  is  proposed  to  be  done  only  when  the  excavation  is  in  solid  rock,  or 
in  other  special  cases ;  generally,  the  upper  and  lower  gates  will  have  the  same  height^ 
in  order  to  prevent  a  water-fall  at  the  head  of  the  chamber  when  using  the  valves  in 
the  gates  to  fill  the  lock. 

The  lock-flooring  of  timber  and  concrete,  shown  and  e8timated  for  in  each  lock,  is 
only  proposed  to  be  used  where  the  rock  is  seamed  or  imperfect,  a  matter  only  to  be 
determined  by  actual  experience. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  the  chamber-walls  of  rabble- masonry,  '^  pointed  off"  on  the 
interior,  and  the  head  and  tail  walls  of  random-ranged  masonry,  dressed  on  exposed 
faces. 

The  walls  have  been  designed  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  water  when  at  flood- 
height,  supposing  the  chamber  fllled  with  water  to  the  Idwer  level. 

The  European  practice  appears  to  be  to  consider  the  lock-chamber  empty  and  the 
exterior  water  at  flood-height ;  but  as  this  method  would  greatly  increase  the  v  >lnme 
and  cost  of  masonry,  and  could  only  be  demanded  by  the  poRsible  necessity  of  empty- 
ing and  repairing  the  lock-chambers  during  great  floods,  it  has  been  tbonght  an  unne- 
cessary expense  for  this  project,  as  the  emergency,  should  it  arise,  could  be  met  by 
bracing  the  walls  from  the  interior. 

The  details  of  the  wronght-iron  gates  are  adapted  to  this  project,  mainly  from  the 
drawings  of  a  lock-gate  at  Clarendon,  (France,)  as  illustrated  by  De  Lagren^,  in  his 
"  Cours  de  Navigation  Interieure." 

It  is  expected  to  fill  and  empty  the  locks  by  means  of  iron  pipes  in  the  side- walls, 
passing  behind  the  hollow  quoins,  as  well  as  by  valves  in  the  gates.  It  is  estimated 
to  fill  a  15-foot  lift-lock  by  the  pipes  alone  in  12  minutes. 

A  method  of  maneuvering  large  look-gates  with  certainty  and  celerity  appears  to  be, 
as  yet,  undiscovered.  The  arrangements  commonly  in  use  are  beams,  or  spars,  for  push- 
ing shut  or  pulling  open  the  gates,  chains  working  over  drums  on  the  side-wa  Is,  two 
chains  being  required  for  each  leaf,  a  toothed  iron  arc  secured  to  upper  part  of  gate  at 
about  one-quarter  the  width  of  the  leaf  from  the  *'  heel-post,''  and  working  into  a  cor> 
responding  arc  imbedded  in  the  side- wall,  the  arrangement  being  worked  by  crauk  and 
pinions ;  and  finally,  by  a  system  of  gearing  worked  from  the  top  of  the  gate,  actuating 
a  wheel  or  roller  traveling  on  a  track  on  the  floor  of  the  gate-recess. 

A  necessary  condition  to  the  successful  working  of  any  of  thetie  plans  reqnires  that 
the  roller-track  near  the  outer  end  of  the  gate  (which  is  common  to  all  large  lock-gate 
plans  as  a  point  of  support,  &;o.)  should  remain  unobstrncted  by  deposits  of  sediment 
or  debris  of  any  kind.  If  this  condition  is  maintained  it  would  seem  that  the  system  of 
moving  the  gate  by  machinery  attached  to  the  outer  end,  and  worked  from  the  top  of 
the  gate  itself  ought  to  be  the  more  compact  and  effective  mechanical  arrangement  for 
effecting  the  desired  object. 

The  drawin|;8  show  this  method  of  working,  as  well  as  by  a  simple  roller  to  be  moved 
by  either  chains  or  booms.  The  booms  are  cumbersome  and  greatly  in  the  way  in  a 
narrow  valley  like  that  of  New  River.  The  chains  interfere  with  close  joints  of  gate 
and  initer  sill,  and  are  liable  at  any  time  to  be  effectually  blocked  by^small  chips  or 
stones. 

The  short  iron  arc  reqnires  immense  power  to  compensate  for  its  want  of  leverage, 
and  a  long  one  wonld  break  of  its  own  weight. 

New  River  is  not  a  sediment-bearing  stream,  and  in  it,  if  anywhere^  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  a  track  on  the  lock-fluor  will  remain  unobstructed. 

The  toothed  arc  on  the  floor  in  this  project  is,  foc^reater  secnrity,  proposed  to  be 
raised  above  the  floor  on  cast-iron  brackets. 

Dams, — ^The  dams  are  proposed  to  be  built  of  rubble-masonry,  pointed  off  on  exposed 
faces  with  a  heavy  stone  coping,  covered  with  timber.  'The  estimates  oonteuipltite 
giving  them  a  section  of  not  less  width  than  10  feet,  top  or  bottom,  with  a  general 
thickness  at  bottom  of  abont  -fa  the  height.  The  abutments  are  proposed  to  be  of 
same  character  of  work  and  material  as  the  dams.  The  estimates  also  include  for  eaoh 
dam  the  excavation  of  a  trench  2  feet  deep  over  the  whole  area  of  the  foundation,  and 
its  filling  with  concrete;  this,  of  course,  will  only  be  needed  where  the  rock  is  seamed 
or  imperfect.  Five  of  the  dams  are  located  on  rock  of  a  slaty  structure ;  the  reiii«tiuder 
on  compact  sandstone. 

This  division  comprises  6  guard-locks  and  51  lift-locks,  of  an  average  lift  of  14f  feet<, 
and  33  dams  having  a  mean  length  of  709^  feet  and  a  minimum  length  of  550  feet. 

SYNOPSIS  OF  PROJECT  AS  NOW  PRESENTKD. 

The  locks  are  proposed  to  be  made  250  feet  by  48  feet  in  the  chambers ;  canal  prisma, 
where  possible,  102  feet  wide  at  water-line,  and  never  less  than  60  feet  for  very  short 
distances. 

Tunnels  are  proposed  to  be  made  54  feet  wide  at  water-surface,  9  feet  deep  btlow  it, 
and  33  feet  high  above  it. 
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on  a  dam,  600  feet  long,  and  are  arranged  to  exclade  floods  of  100,OuO  cubto  feet  per 
second. 

Commencing  at  lock  in  dam  No.  32  of  Greenbrier  division,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Greenbrier,  (to  avoid  flooding  the  Hinlon  bottoms,  as  would  have  been  done  by  dam 
No,  1  of  the  survey  of  1872,)  a  canal  is  traced  6,850  feet  through  the  Hinton  bottoms 
to  lock  No.  l,of  12  feet  lift;  thence  the  canal  is  continued  6,275  feet,  partly  in  the  river 
and  partly  over  low  points  of  bottom-land,  to  station  i;J8,  below  the  town  of  Hinton, 
where  th*^  line  enters  a  pool  2,700  feet  above  dam  No.  1. 

Dam  No,  1,  14  feet  high  and  1,010  feet  long,  is  just  above  Tug  Shoals;  foundation  on 
sandstone.  Lock  No  3,  which  is  a  guard-lock,  is  on  left  bank,  and  gives  entrance  to 
a  canal  around  the  shoals,  1,900  feet  long,  to  locks  Nos.  4  and  5,  of  10  and  13  feet  life 
respectively,  which  lock  into  the  pool  from  dam  No.  2. 

Dam  No,  2,  11  feet  high  and  1,000  feet  long,  is  at  head  of  Brooks's  Falls,  9,500  feet 
below  louk  No.  5 ;  foundation,  sandstone.  Lock  No.  6,  of  11  feet  lift,  is  located  on  the 
lefr>  bank,  and  locks  into  the  pool  formed  by  dam  No.  3. 

Dam  No.  3,  16  feet  high  and  960  feet  long,  iu  two  branches,  is  at  Bragg's  Island, 
6,300  feet  below  lock  No.  6 ;  foundation  on  sandstone.  Lock  No.  7,  of  9  feet  lift,  is  on 
the  right  bank,  and  locks  into  pool  formed  by  clam  No.  4. 

Dam  No.  4,  12  feet  high  and  1,290  feet  long,  is  located  at  Richmond's  Falls,  12,100 
feet  below  lock  No.  7 ;  the  foundation  is  on  hard  conglomerate,  with  slaty  lamina,  to 
avoid  the  long  section  of  caual  on  the  left  batik,  as  proposed  at  this  place  by  Mr.  Lor- 
raine. It  is  now  proposed  to  locate  the  locks  (with  intermediate  basins)  close  to  the 
right  bank,  cutting  directly  through  the  crest  of  the  falls,  and  utilizing  the  deep  pool 
above  the  debouohe  of  Mr.  Lorraine's  canal.  Look  No.  8,  of  13  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right 
bank  at  the  dam.  Lock  No.  9,  of  14  feet  lift,  is  300  feet  below  No.  8,  and  connected 
with  it  by  a  canal  of  that  length.  Lock  No.  10,  of  13  feet  lift,  locks  into  the  pool 
formed  by  dam  N6.  5 ;  it  is  connected  with  No.  9  by  a  basin  3.')0  feet  long. 

Dam  No.  5, 16  feet  high  and  770  feet  long,  is  located  12,000  feet  below  lock  No.  10; 
fonndation,  sandstone.  Lock  No.  11,  of  12  feet  lift,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  locks  into 
pool  formed  by  dam  No.  6. 

Dam  No.  6,  15  feet  high  and  760  feet  long,  isi  located  at  head  of  Meadow  Creek  Bot- 
tom, 7,700  feet  below  lock  No.  11;  foundation,  sandstone.  Lock  No.  12.  on  the  right 
bank,  is  a  guard-lock  to  enter  a  canal  2,100  feet  long  through  the  Meadow  Creek  Bot- 
tom. Lock  No.  13,  of  10  feet  life,  is  at  lower  end  of  canal,  and  locks  into  the  pool 
formed  by  dam  No.  7. 

Dam  No.  7,  16  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  6,200  feet  below  look  No.  13 ; 
fonndation  of  slaty  structure  overlaying  sandstone.  Lock  No.  14,  of  15  feet  lift,  is  on 
the  left  bank ;  connects  by  a  cut  TOO  feet  long  with  the  pool  formed  by  dam  No.  8. 

Dam  No  8,  17  feet  high  and  1,640  feet  long,  is  10,100  feet  below  lock  No.  14;  founda- 
tion, sandstone.  Lock 'No.  15,  of  15  feet  lift,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  locks  into  pool 
formed  by  dam  No.  9. 

Dam  No.  9,  20  feet  high  and  820  feet  long,  is  located  at  and  al>ove  month  of  Glade 
Creek,  12,300  feet  below  lock  No.  15;  fonndation  in  firm  slate.  Lock  No.  16,  of  12  feet 
lift,  is  ou  right  bank,  and  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  10. 

Dam  No.  10, 20  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  7,800  feet  below  lock  No.  16 ;  fonnda- 
.  tion  of  sandstone  and  shale  intermixed.    I^ok  No.  17,  of  13  feet  lift,  is  on  the  rigbt 
bank,  and  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  11. 

Dam  No.  11,  22  feet  high  and  640  feet  long,  is  8,100  feet  below  lock  No.  17,  at  the 
head  of  low  bottom  above  Qninimont;  fonndation  on  hard  shale.  Lock  No.  18,  of  10 
feet  lift,  is  on  right  bank,  and  connects  with  a  canal  through  low  ground,  1,100  feet 
long,  to  lock  No.  19  of  10  feet  lift,  which  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  12,  giviug 
entrance  to  Stretcher's  Neck  Tunnel,  11,400  feet  below  dam  No.  12. 

Dam  No.  12,  27  feet  high  and  630  ieet  long,  is  located  below  Stretcher's  Neck  Tunnel, 
on  a  sandstone  foundatiou.  Its  function  being  simply  to  back  the  water  up  to  tunnel- 
entrance,  no  lock  is  provide«i  for  it ;  fonndation,  sandstone.  Look  No.  20  is  a  guard- 
lock,  located  on  the  right  bank,  opening  into  approach-basin  to  Stretcher's  Neck. 
Stretcher's  Neck  Tunnel  is  1,320  feet  between  portals,  and  is  followed  by  lock  No.  21, 
of  19  feet  lift,  locking  into  a  basin  310  feet  long.  Lock  No.  22,  of  18  feet  lift,  is  at 
lower  end  of  basin,  and  is  immediately  followed  by  look  No.  23,  of  18  feet  lift,  which 
connects  with  the  pool  from  dam  No.  13. 

Dam  No,  13,  24  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  6,000  feet  below  lock  No.  23,  on 
firm  red  shale.  Lock  No.  24,  of  10  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right  bank  and  connects  with 
canal  550  feet  long  to  lock  No.  25,  of  10  feet  lift,  connecting  with  pool  from  dam  No.  14. 

Dam  No,  14,  12  feet  high  and  6>  0  feet  lon^,  is  located  6,950  feet  below  lock  No.  25,  on 
bard  red  sands  one.  Lock  No.  26,  en  the  right  bank,  is  a  guard-lock,  giving  entranoe 
to  a  canal  1,000  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  27,  of  12  feet  lift,  which  connects  with 
pool  from  dam  No.  15. 

Dam  No,  15,  20  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  11,100  feet  below  lock  No.  27, 


long,  arranged  to  dispense  with  a  guard-lock,  and  connect  with  pool  from  dam  No.  16. 

Ifam  No.  16,  18  feet  high  and  640  feet  long,  is  located  6,500  feet  below  lock  No.  2tf,  on 
foundation  of  sandst'One.  Lock  No.  29,  of  15  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right  bank^  and  con- 
nects with  the  pool  for  dam  No.  17  by  a  cut  600  feet  long. 

Dam  No,  17,  31  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  10,200  feet  below  lock  No.  29;  a 
foundation  of  sandstone,  alternating  with  hard  slate.  Lock  No.  30,  of  20  feet  lift,  on 
the  left  bank,  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  18  by  a  cut  1,500  feet  long. 

Dam  No.  18,  30  feet  high  and  620  feet  long,  is  located  13,500  feet  below  lock  No.  30, 
near  Arbuckle  Creek ;  foundation,  sandstone.  Lock  No.  31,  of  22  feet  lift,  is  on  the 
right  bank,  and  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  19. 

Dam  No.  19, 21  feet  high  and  770  feet  long,  is  located  16,700  feet  below  lock  No.  31,  on 
sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  32,  of  14  feet  lift,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  connects 
with  a  canal  2.500  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  33,  of  14  feet  lift,  which  connects 
with  the  pool  for  dam  No.  20. 

Dam  No.  20,  27  feet  high  and  690  feet  long,  is  located  9,000  feet  below  lock  No.  23, 
about  one-half  mile  above  Sewell,  on  sandstone.  Luck  No.  34,  of  22  feet  lift^  is  on  the 
right  bank,  and  conuectA  with  pool  from  dam  No.  21  by  a  cut  1.000  feet  long. 

Dam  No.  21,  31  feet  high  and  672  feet  long,  is  located  12,800  feet  below  lock  No.  34,  on 
sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  35,  on  the  left  bank,  is  a  guard-lock,  connecting  with 
a  canal  850  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  36,  of  16  feet  liu,  which  also  connects  with 
a  canal  600  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  37,  of  18  feet  lift,  which  connects  with  pool 
from  dam  No.  22. 

Dam  No.  22,  42  feet  high  and  630  feet  long,  is  located  4,900  feet  below  lock  No.  37,  on 
hard  slate  foundation.  Lock  No.  38,  on  the  left  bank,  is  a  guard-lock,  having  an  ap- 
proach-cut 700  feet  long  above  it,  and  connecting  at  lower  end  with  a  canal  500  feet 
long,  extending  to  lock  No.  39,  of  17  feet  lift,  and  lock  No.  40,  of  15  feet  lift,  which  con- 
nects with  pool  from  dam  No.  23. 

Dam  No.  23,  23  feet  high  and  550  feet  long,  is  located  3,700  feet  below  locks  Nos.  39 
and  40,  on  sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  41,  of  14  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right  bank,  and 
connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  24. 

Dam  No.  24,  34  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  6,900  feet  below  lock  No.  41,  on 
sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  42,  of  19  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right  bank,  and  connects 
with  a  canal  900  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  43,  of  19  feet  lift,  which  connects  with 
pool  from  dam  No.  25. 

Dam  No.  25,  29  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  10,300  feet  below  lock  No.  43  ; 
foundation,  sandstone,  overlaid  in  places  with  hard  slate.  Lock  No.  44,  of  20  feet  lift,, 
is  on  the  right  bank,  and  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  26. 

Dam  No.  26,  35  feet  high  and  650  feet  long,  is  located  7,800  feet  below  lock  No.  44  ; 
foundation,  sandstone.  Lock  No.  45,  of  19  feet  lift,  is  on  the  right  bank,  and  connects 
with  the  pool  from  dam  No.  27. 

Dam  No.  27,  16  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  5,200  feet  below  lock  No.  45, 
one-half  mile  above  Hawk's  Neat ;  sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  46,  of  19  feet  lift, 
is  on  the  right  bank,  and  connects  with  pool  from  dam  No.  28. 

Dam  No.  28,  26  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  10,400  feet  below  lock  No.  47  ; 
foundation  on  sandstone  or  hard  conglomerate.  Lock  No.  48,  of  13  feet  lift,  is  on  the 
right  bank,  and  connects  with  a  canal  1,000  feet  long,  extending  to  lock  No.  49,  of  1^ 
feet  lift,  which  connects  with  the  pool  from  dam  No.  29. 

Dam  No.  29,  32  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  5,600  feet  below  lock  No.  49,  be- 
low Cotton  Hill  Station ;  foundation,  hard  sandstone  or  conglomerate.  Lock  No.  50, 
of  20  feet  lift,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  connects  with  the  pool  from  dam  No.  30. 

Dam  No.  30,  36  feet  high  and  660  feet  long,  is  located  5,000  feet  below  look  No.  50,  on 
sandstone  foundation.  Lock  No.  52,  of  13  feet  lift,  which  connects  with  the  pool  firom 
dam  No.  31. 

Dam  No.  31,  39  feet  high  and  600  feet  long,  is  located  4,800  feet  below  lock  No.  52, 
just  above  the  Blue  Hole,  on  sandstone  foundation.  Locks  Nos.  53  and  54,  of  15  and 
14  feet  lifts,  respectively,  are  on  the  right  bank,  and  connect  with  the  pool  from  dam 
No.  32. 

Dam  No.  32,  30  feet  high  and  800  feet  long,  is  located  at  foot  of  Narrow  Falls,  on 
sandstone  or  conglomerate  foundation,  10,000  feet  below  lock  No.  54.  Lock  No.  55,  of 
21  feet  lift,,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  connects  with  the  pool  from  dam  No.  33.  The  ap- 
proach to  and  pit  for  this  lock  are  partially  in  solid-rock  excavations. 

Dam  No.  33,  13  feet  high  and  1,400  feet  long,  is  located  just  above  the  crest  of  Ka- 
nawha Falls,  10,200  feet  below  lock  No  55,  on  foundation  of  sandstone  conglomerate. 
Lock  No.  56,  of  15  feet  lift,  is  on  the  left  bank,  and  connects  with  a  basin  250  feet  long, 
extending  to  lock  No.  57,  of  15  feet  lift,  which  connects  with  the  pool  below  ia  the 
Kanawha  River. 
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ine  lorai  oosi  oi  ine  siacK-waier  Boaeme,  as  anown  oy  lae  appenaeu  esDimares,  in 
detail,  will  be — 

With  tuDDel  No.  2,  Stretcher's  Neck $11,427,010 

With  tunnel  2,  4,  and  5 14,162,617 

And  without  any  tunnels,  about 11,000,000 

The  estimate  No.  1,  using  only  8tret<;her'8  Neck  tunnel,  will  probibly  be  found  the 
better  line,  as  combining  economy  of  time  and  cost. 

RRCONXAI8SAXCE  OUT8IDK  OF    THE  VALLEY  OF  'NEW    RIVER  FOR  TUNNEL-LINKS,  ETC. 

Examinations  were  made  as  below  for  determining  the  practicability  of  avoiding 
some  portions  of  the  valley  of  New  River  by  a  resort  to  tunnels.  Instrumental  sur- 
veys were  made  by  Big  Lqup  and  M'eadow  Creek,  the  differences  by  elevation  in  other 
cases  being  determined  by  aneroid  barometers,  (Casella's.) 

No.  1.  From  near  Alderson's  Ferry,  on  the  Greenbrier,  by  way  of  Griffith's  and  Lick 
Creeks,  to  New  River. 

No.  2.  From  the  same  point  on  the  Greenbrier,  by  way  of  Little  Meadow  Creek,  to 
Now  River. 

No.  3.  From  month  of  Piney  Creek,  (Stretcher's  Neck,)  by  way  of  Paint  Creek,  to 
Kanawha. 

No.  4.  From  mouth  of  Piney  Creek  to  Clear  Fork  of  Coal  River,  and  down  Coal 
River  to  the  Kanawha. 

No.  5.  From  mouth  of  Arbuckle  Creek  to  Big  Loup  Creek,  and  down  that  to  the 
Kanawha. 

No.  6.  From  Arbuckle  Creek  to  Paint  Creek,  and  down  that  to  the  Kanawha. 

As  none  of  these  lines  had  any  source  of  water-supply  for  a  summit-level,  tunnels 
were  a  necessity. 

Line  No.  1  would  require  a  tunnel  from  6  to  8  miles  long. 

Line  No.  2,  a  tunnel  Uf  miles  long. 

Line  No.  3,  a  tunnel  13^  miles  long. 

Line  No.  4,  a  tunnel  17  miles  long. 

Line  No.  5,  a  tunnel  11  miles  long. 

Line  No.  6,  a  tunnel  12  miles  long. 

These  results  were  considered  prohibitory,  and  further  instrumental  investigations 
were  thought  unnecessary.  It  is  possible  that  lines  Nos.  1  and  2  could  be  supplied 
with  water  by  a  reservoir  on  the  site  of  that  proposed  by  Mr.  Ellet,  on  Meadow  Kiver, 
but  at  a  very  considerable  increase  of  cost  over  the  river-line,  with  very  doubtful  re- 
sults as  to  economy  of  time. 

Though  the  exhibit  appears  so  anfavorable  for  any  attempt  to  break  away  from  the 
valley  of  New  River  with  a  water-line,  I  am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  effort  to 
accomplish  the  same  object  by  a  line  of  railway  would  show  a  more  favorable  result, 
especially  for  a  narrow-gauge  line. 

The  whole  region  of  country  about  the  head  of  Coal  River  and  Loup  and  Paint  Creeks, 
besides  being  a  rich  agricultural  country  in  the  valleys,  has  in  its  mountain-ranges 
large  deposits  of  canuel  and  other  coals  which  the  configuration  of  the  country  will 
permit  to  be  put  cheaply  and  quickly  in  communication  with  the  Kanawha  River  by 
means  of  tram-roads  similar  to  those  recently  introduced  into  the  mining  regions  of 
Spain,  and  advocated  in  Van  Nostrand's  Magazine,  by  Mr.  Herman  Hanpt,  civil  en- 
gineer. 

None  of  these  streams,  except  Coal  River,  offer  any  possible  facilities  far  water-trans- 
portation ;  the  latter  stream  is  now  "  slack-watered"  to  Peytona,  and  this  work  prob- 
ably represents  the  ultimate  capacity  of  the  district  in  that  respect. 

In  connection  with  the  slack-water  project,  there  is  herewith  submitted  the  report 
and  estimates  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Harris,  superintendent  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal 
Company,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  valuable  assistance  during  the  progress  of 
the  surveys. 

C^NAL-SURVEY* 

In  order  that  the  data  procured  in  the  field  might  enable  any  combination  of  canal 
and  slack- water  to  be  made  hereafter,  that  may  be  considered  desirable,  independent 
of  the  views  of  those  engaged  in  the  field,  two  entirely  distinct  surveys  were  carried 
on,  one  all  ^'  slack-water,"  the  other  all  "  canal."  For  the  canal  an  experimental  line 
with  cross-sections  of  the  surface  at  every  100  feet  was  traced  from  the  last  dam  of  the 
Greenbrier  division  above  Hinton  to  the  pool  above  Kanawha  Falls,  a  distance  of 
about  60  miles. 

The  line  was  not  prolonged  beyond  this  i>oint,  for  the  reason  that  the  New  River  for 
the  2  miles  below  to  Kanawha  Falls  offers  equal  facilities  for  slack- water  navigation 
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T>'itb  the  Kanawha  below  tho  falls,  for  which  a  modifiocl  form  of  that  method  of  improve- 
ment ha8  been  deOnitely  adopted.  Tho  location  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad 
on  the  ri^ht  bank  of  the  river  from  Hiutou  to  Hawk*8  Nest,  and  on  the  left  bank  below 
that  point  to  the  falls,  renders  it  generally  a  matter  of  necessity  that  a  lateral  canal 
should  occnpy  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  as  it  is  in  only  one  or  two  places,  and 
for  short  distances,  that  there  is  sufficient  space  between  tbe  road  and  the  river  for  a 
canal  even  of  much  smaller  section  than  that  considered  requisite  for  this  line. 

As  traced  and  marked  in  the  Held,  the  line  starts  from  the  last  dam  on  the  Green- 
brier, follows  the  right  bank  through  the  Hinton  bottoms  over  the  same  route  de- 
scribed for  the  "  slack-water,"  crosses  the  river  at  the  same  point,  and  thence  follows 
the  left  bank  9^  miles,  where  it  crosses  the  upper  end  of  Meadow  Creek  bottoms  on  the 
right  bank ;  passing  through  those  bottoms  for  about  3  miles,  it  recrosses  the  river  to 
the  left  bank,  which  it  follows  13  miles  to  the  upper  side  of  Stretcher's  Neck.  Here 
the  line  crosses  to  the  right  bank,  passes  through  the  bend  by  means  of  a  tunnel,  and 
immediately  recrosses  to  the  left  bank,  which  it  follows  21)  miles  to  a  point  just  below 
the  Hawk's  Nest,  where  it  crosses  to  the  right  bank,  and  occupies  that  side  to  the  ter- 
minus below  Narrow  Falh,  (about  2  miles  above  Kanawha  Falls.) 

From  this  biief  description  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  projected  and  traced  in  the  field, 
the  line  crosses  the  river  six  times,  viz,  at  Hinton  Meadow  Creek  twice.  Stretcher's 
Neck  twice,  and  below  Hawk's  Nest.  Of  these,  the  crossing  at  Hinton  is  justified  by 
the  more  favorable  nature  of  the  ground  on  the  left  bank,  the  railroad  occupying  the 
right  bank ;  the  crossings  at  Meadow  Creek  were  made  with  a  view  of  utilizing  the 
favorable  ground  extending  along  the  right  bank  for  several  miles  between  the  railroad 
and  the  river,  but  after-study  would  indicate  that  for  a  really  independent  canal  this  line 
would  be  inadmissible,  owing  to  the  cost  of  aqueducts  at  the  upper  and  lower  crossings. 

The  canal-line,  adhering  to  the  left  bank,  between  the  crossing-points,  would  cost 
^68,300,  and  between  the  same  points,  by  crossing,  &c.,  as  in  the  field,  $800,335.25; 
so  that  without  aqueducts,  and  with  crossings  in  pools,  nothing  is  gained  by  the 
crossing,  and  it  is  suggested  that  this  crossing  be  abandoned.  The  crossings  at  Stretch- 
er's Neck  would  probably  have  to  be  made,  even  though  the  line  were  continued  around 
the  bend,  owing  to  the  topographical  features  of  the  valley,  and,  as  by  a  tunnel  about 
1,300  feet  long  a  saving  of  distance  of  3  miles  is  effected,  the  propriety  of  adhering 
to  this  arrangement  seems  evident.  The  crossing  below  Hawk's  Nest  is  imperative,  as 
the  location  of  the  railroad  precludes  the  possibility  of  locatiug  a  canal  along  the  left 
bank  below  this  point.  There  will  then  remain  four  crossings  of  New  River  that  may 
be  considered  as  forming  necessary  features  in  the  project,  which  may  be  possibly 
altered  as  to  exact  location,  but  yet  will  remain  to  l)e  made  somewhere  along  the  line. 

The  method  of  crossing  just  below  Hinton  is  in  a  mea<9ure  fixed  by  the  fact  that  the 
canal-bottom  at  that  place  could  not  readily  be  located  high  enough  to  enable  an  aque- 
duct to  be  used,  which  the  great  width  of  the  river,  moreover,  would  render  very 
costly.  It  is  therefore  only  proposed  to  cross  at  this  place  in  a  pool,  using  wire  ropea 
with  traveling-blocks  for  passing  boats  during  freshets,  or  without  steam-power.  The 
other  crossings  can  be  made  either  by  aqueducts  or  in  pools,  the  former,  of  course, 
being  the  more  expensive,  yet  it  may  be  considered  the  only  proper  means  to  be  used 
for  a  really  independent  canal. 

The  only  motive  for  incurring  the  extra  cost  of  constructing  a  canal  where  a  slack- 
water  navigation  is  practicable,  would  seem  to  be  to  secure  certain  immunity  from  the 
danger  of  interruption  of  the  navigation  by  floods,  and  if  the  continuity  of  this  pro- 
tection is  broken  at  several  points,  the  canal,  for  all  practical  purposes,  becomes  nearly, 
if  not  quite,  reduced  to  the  same  grade  as  the  slack- water  in  this  regard. 

However  this  may  be,  estimates  are  submitted  for  making  the  crossings  both  by 
aqueduct  and  pools,  except  at  the  lower  end  of  Stretcher's  Neck  tunnel,  where  the 
want  of  space  for  locks  renders  it  practically  essential  to  cross  by  aqueduct  in  order 
to  overcome  a  portion  of  the  lift  on  the  left  or  opposite  bank  from  the  tunnel. 

The  crossing  below  Hawk's  Nest,  being  in  the  gorge,  it  is  suggested,  also  possesses 
claims  in  favor  of  the  use  of  the  aqueduct,  arising  from  the  declivity  and  contraction 
of  the  valley  in  that  vicinity. 

TUNNELS. 

The  same  tnnnel-lices  described  in  the  project  for  slack  water  navigation  have  been 
connected  with  the  canal  survey  and  estimates  of  cost  prepared  for  the  different  aeo- 
tions.  The  one  similar  to  that  proposed  for  the  slack-waticr,  which  would  permit  boats 
to  pass  each  other  freely,  is  54  feet  wide  at  water-line.  The  other  is  similar  to  the  sec- 
tion proposed  for  the  summit  tunnel,  and  is  about  30  feet  wide  at  water-surface.  As 
all  of  these  tunnels  would  undoubtedly  (the  rook  being  exposed  along  the  river  above 
and  below  their  levels)  be  located  in  a  compact  sandstone,  which  would  permit  their 
easy  excavation  and  maintenance  with  any  desired  width,  the  larger  section  would  be 
well  worth  the  extra  cost  over  the  smaller  tunnel. 

Assuming  that  the  rate  of  travel  in  the  tunnels  would  be  one-half  of  that  in  the  open 
canal,  there  would  be  no  gain  of  time  by  the  adoption  of  any  of  the  tunnels,  except 
that  at  Stretcher's  Neck,  where  it  might  amount  to  forty  minutes. 
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the  aquednct,  to  Stretcber'a  Neck,  would  cost  about  $1,600,000;  and  by  canal  and  aque- 
duct, $1,300,000;  or  by  canal  crossing  in  pool,  $700,000. 

At  this  point,  if  the  plan  of  crossing  in  all  cases  by  aqueduct  were  adopted,  ques- 
tions of  facility  of  operation,  directness,  &,c.,  might  justify  the  use  of  the  tunnel ;  oth- 
erwise there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the  river  at  a  saving 
of  nearly  40  per  cent,  in  cost. 

Tunnel  No.  2,  through  Stretcher's  Neck,  (saving  3  miles  by  a  tunnel  1,300  feet  long,) 
appeared  to  be  so  evidently  the  proper  line  that  the  surveys  were  not  carried  around 
the  bend. 

Tunnel  No.  3,  about  4  miles  below  Stretcher's  Neck,  would  cost  about  $1,260,000 ;  and 
the  canal  around,  $656,000,  or  about  one-half  the  cost  of  the  tunnel. 

Tunnel  No.  4,  below  Hawk's  Nest,  including  aqueducts  of  approach,  in  both  cases, 
would  cost  about  $1,555,500 ;  and  by  canal  around,  $846,000,  or  a  little  more  than  one- 
half  the  cost  of  tunnel. 

Tunnel  No.  5,  through  the  Blue  Hole  Bend,  would  cost  about  $1,330,000;  and  the 
canal  around,  $1,161,000  ;  so  that  neither  for  economy  of  time  nor  money  can  any  of  the 
tunnel-lines,  with  the  larger  section  of  tunnel,  be  recommended,  except  No.  2  through 
Stretcher's  Neck. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  inestimable  diflSculties  of  construction  will  justify 
the  adoption  of  tunnel  No.  5,  as  its  cost  is  only  slightly  greater  than  the  line  around. 
Should  the  smaller  section  of  tunnel  be  adopted,  it  would  reduce  the  figures  in  the  case 
of  tunnel  No.  1  by  $460,000  ;  No.  3  by  $507,000 ;  No.  4  by  $369,000;  No.  5,  $554,000 ; 
which  would  make  tunnels  Nos.  3,  4,  and  5  either  equal  to  or  less  than  the  canal-line 
around  in  cost,  and  their  adoption  would  therefore  be  justifiable. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  tabular  statement  showing  distances  by  canal  and 
by  tunnels,  and  saving  in  distance  and  cost  of  each  route. 

AQUEDUCTS  AND  CULVERTS. 

The  aqueducts  and  culverts  over  20  feet  span  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  pro- 
posed to  be  built  of  wrought-iron  trusses,  carrying  plate-iron  troughs  30  feet  wide  in 
the  clear.  This  plan  was  adopted  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  crossing  either  the 
river  or  it«  tributaries  at  a  sufficient  elevation  above  low- water  surface  to  permit  the 
discharge  of  flood-waters  under  masonry  structures.  It  is  proposed  to  convey  feed- 
water  over  all  the  aqueducts  in  pipes,  secured  to  the  outer  ends  of  floor-beams,  in  order 
that  the  levels  may  be  kept  full  when  the  aqueducts  are  occupied  by  boats  and  others 
are  being  locked  through  at  the  lower  end  of  the  levels. 

Owing  to  the  very  limited  area  of  the  water-shed  of  New  River  between  the  Green- 
brier and  Kanawha  Falls,  the  number  of  tributaries  of  any  considerable  size  is  unusually 
small,  and  in  consequence  the  number  of  large  culverts  is  equally  limited,  there  being 
(inclusive  of  Meadow  Creek)  only  7  over  20  feet  span  on  the  whole  division  60  miles 
in  length,  and  only  6  if  the  crossing  at  head  of  Meadow  Creek  Bottom  be  abandoned. 

It  is  proposed  to  cross  Meadow  Glade  and  Loup  Creeks  by  wrou^ht-iron  riveted 
trusses,  of  66  feet,  158  feet,  and  106  feet  span,  respectively,  each  carrying  rectangular 
troughs  of  boiler-iron  30  feet  wide  in  the  clear. 

At  Mill,  Arbuckle,  Rush,  and  Wolf  Creek,  it  is  proposed  to  use  masonry  arches,  single 
spans  of  40  feet,  50  feet,  40  feet,  and  100  feet  respectively. 

The  aqueducts  for  river-crossings  are  three  in  number,  all  proposed  to  be  wrought- 
iron  Warren  girders,  carrying  a  similar  plate-iron  trunk  to  that  described  for  the 
culverts. 

Aqueduct  No.  1,  upper  side  of  Stretcher's  Neck,  has  4  spans  of  145  feet  each. 

No.  2,  lower  side  of  Stretcher's  Neck,  has  2  spans  of  144  feet  each. 

No.  3,  below  Hawk's  Nest,  has,  on  the  tunnel-line,  2  spans  of  167  feet  each,  and  on  the 
line  around  the  bend  3  spans  of  167  feet  each,  and  one  of  100  feet. 

Diagrams  of  these  trusses,  with  a  general  section  of  water-trough,  will  be  found  with 
the  drawings  submitted. 

LOCKS. 

Investigation  of  the  subject  since  the  previous  reports  on  this  work  were  made 
tending  to  show  that  a  change  in  the  proportions  of  the  lock-chamber  might  be  de- 
sirable, they  have  been  estimated  for  in  this  project  as  4  feet  wider  than  those  formerly 
proposed,  making  them  now  120  feet  by  24  feet  in  the  chamber. 

Owing  to  the  character  of  the  country  and  the  variable  rates  of  fall  in  the  river,  it 
has  been  found  difficult  to  establish  or  adhere  to  any  uniform  lift  for  the  locks,  though 
the  endeavor  has  been  made  to  introduce  as  few  changes  as  possible,  and  to  group  the 
various  lifts  together  in  sections.  In  point  of  fact,  the  usual  and  ordinarily  correct 
method  has  here  been  necessarily  reversed,  and  the  lifts  of  the  locks  increased  as  we 
descend  the  river;  a  matter  of  small  moment  in  this  case,  however,  as  the  river  along- 
side will  furnish  always  an  abnndant  supply  of  water;  and  it  is  proposed  to  feed  the 
levels  by  culverts  or  pipes  passing  around  and  outside  of  the  locks.  It  was  proposed 
to  use  lb  and  15  feet  lift^  as  the  standard,  and  of  the  58  lift-locks,  19  are  of  10  feet  lift 
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and  27  of  15  feet  lift ;  of  the  remainiDg  twelve^  seven  have  12  feet  lifto,  one  baa  11  feet 
lift,  three  have  8  feet  liffc,  and*one  has  7  feet  lift.  It  is  proposed  to  fill  and  empty  the 
looks  by  means  of  culverts  in  the  side- walls  passing  aronnd  the  hollow  qaoios,  as  well 
as  by  slide-valves  in  the  gates.*  The  gates  are  proposed  to  be  of  wood,  braced  with 
iron  ;  the  masonry  to  be  similar  to  that  proposed  for  the  Kanawha  locks. 

The  division  comprises  57  levels,  their  average  length  being  a  little  over  1  mile;  th« 
longest  is  20,000  feet  and  the  shortest  400  feet. 

CANAL-PRISM. 

The  section  adopted  for  canal-prism  is  generally  74  f  *et  at  top,  60  feet  at  bottom, 
and  7  feet  deep.  River-side  (or  tow-path)  bank,  10  feet  on  top ;  borme-bank,  8  feet  on 
top ;  interior  slopes,  1  to  1. 

Through  the  Hinton  bottoms  the  prism  whs  estimated  to  be  102  feet  wide,  in  order 
to  render  this  section  to  some  extent  available  as  a  transfer-basin  for  the  trade  that 
will  at  this  point  undoubtedly  pass  up  and  down  New  River,  altove  the  mouth  of  the 
Greenbrier.  An  estimate  is  also  submitted  for  reducing  the  width  through  the  gorite 
(from  Sewell  down)  to  60  feet ;  but  it  would  hardly  appenr  that  the  economy  ($500,000 
in  17  miles)  would  balance  tbe  loss  of  capacity  fur  transportation. 

The  surface  of  water  in  canal  as  located  is  generally  kept  well  above  the  highest 
flood-marks,  and  where  necessity  compels  any  deviation  from  this  rnle,  the  river  bank 
and  wall  is  proposed  to  be  raised  to  a  sufficient  height  to  prevent  injury  by  floods. 

The  horizontal  allignment  has  been  made  with  a  view  of  using  noleMS  radius  of  curv- 
ature than  1,000  feet.  In  a  few  places  this  has  been  reduced  to  800  feet  where  the  total 
angnlar  change  was  slight,  and  in  others  the  canal  has  been  widened  to  form  a  basiu 
in  which  the  change  of  direction  could  readily  be  made. 

The  imperative  necessity  for  preserving  unobstructed  the  natural  water- way  of  the 
river  during  floods,  more  especially  in  its  lower  portions,  has  precluded  the  extension 
of  embankment-slopes  into  the  river,  and  rendered  necessary  the  frequent  and  contin- 
uous resort  to  retaining-walls,  which  will  be  found  to  form  the  main  item  of  expense 
throughout  the  section. 

The  general  character  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  excavations  on  this  division  would 
be  classed  as  loose  rock,  the  hill-sides  being  unive'sally  composefl  of  broken  fragments 
of  all  sizes  thrown  from  the  adjacent  diits,  and  but  slightly  intermixed  with  soil  or 
earth  of  any  kind. 

This  material  may  naturally  be  expected  to  slide  npon  very  slight  provocation,  and 
consequently,  where  deep  excavations  are  required,  the  htU-slope  must  always  be  pro- 
tected by  a  retaining-wall,  which  forms  another  large  item  in  the  estimates. 

This  same  material  will  form  the  canal-prism  throughout  a  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  line,  (exactly  bow  great  a  portion  cannot  be  stated  now,)  and  even  with  the 
liberal  aliowanoe  of  water  to  he  bad  it  will  require  some  stanching  to  render  it  suffi- 
ciently  water^-tij^ht  for  use.  Whether  any  material  which  will  prove  effective  for  this 
purpose  can  be  found  on  the  highlands  bounding  the  river  valley,  so  as  to  be  economi- 
cally applied,  cannot  now  be  determined ;  tbe  valley  itself  certainly  offers  no  materiftl 
in  any  considerable,  qnanti^ies  at  all  suitable.  The  proportion  of  tbe  line  requiring  it, 
and  the  degree  or  amount  of  stanching  being  necessarily  indeterminate,  tbe  estimates 
(to  be  on  the  safe  side)  contemplate  for  the  whole  line  a  continuous  lining  of  the  wetted 
perimeter  of  the  canal-prism,  with  6  inches  thickness  of  concrete,  costing  $26,400  per 
mile. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that  one-third  of  this  amount  could  be  stricken  off,  and  j>os- 
eihle  that  it  might  be  reduced  to  one-half  of  the  whole  length  of  the  division. 

In  preparing  estimates  for  walls,  excavations,  &4i,,  the  position  of  the  rock-line  was 
assumed  from  its  position,  where  visible,  its  general  trend,  &c.,  and  in  all  cases  of  doubt 
the  assumptions  were  made  certainly  against  the  oanal-line. 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  FSEDBB8. 

The  low- water  discharge  of  New  River  is  not  accurately  known  ;  the  lowest  observed 
quantity  that  I  am  aware  of  was  about  2,000  cubic  feet  per  second.  But  the  low-water 
discharge  of  the  Kanawha  River,  which  must  be  greater  than  that  of  New  River  alone, 
has  been  stated  at  1,300  cubic  feet  per  second,  so  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  estimate 
New  River  at  over  800  cubic  feet  per  second. 

An  amount,  however,  that  it  requires  no  lengthy  calculation  to  show  is  an  abundant 
supply  for  any  trade  that  could  be  passed  through  the  projected  canal-looks. 

It  is  proposed  to  feed  tbe  canal  from  the  river  at  three  points  in  the  60  miles,  aboat 

Xidistant  from  each  other,  making  the  length  of  canal  to  be  supplied  by  each  one 
ut  20  miles. 
Feeder  No.  1  would  be  the  pool  in  which  the  crossing  is  made  from  tbe  Hinton  bot« 
toma,  and  is  formed  by  slack-water  dam  No.  1. 

Feeder  No.  2  would  be  near  Glade  Creek,  the  pool  being  formed  by  a  dam  situated 
about  half-way  between  dams  Nos.  9  and  10  of  the  slack- water  scheme.    Tbe  length  of 
feeder-drain  is  about  1,500  feet^ 
Feeder  No.  3  would  be  below  Arbuckle  Creek.    The  reservoir  is  here  formed  by  a  dam 
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Tue  leuj^th  uf  leuutsr-drain  bere  required  iB  1,725  feet. 

Each  leeder,  BiippoHinjir  the  1ob8  from  aU  causes  to  be  at  the  rate  of  100  cubic  feet 
per  mile  per  minute,  would  be  required  to  supply  about  34  cubic  feet  per  second.  It 
18  proposed  to  form  the  feeder-channel  by  first  clearing  away  the  loosest  debris  from 
the  hill-sides,  and  then  coyering  the  area  required  with  a  coarse  concrete,  (afterward 
plastered,)  upon  which  the  sidewalks  would  be  built,  to  form  a  rectangular  water-way 
of  the  requisite  dimensions. 

It  is  believed  that  the  masses  of  loose  rock  forming  these  slopes  will  afford  a  sufficentlv- 
firm  foundation  for  such  a  structure,  and  the  very  great  cost  of  excavating  to  solid 
rock  will  be  avoided. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  estimates  show  that  for  the  whole  line — 

1.  Using  all  the  tunnels,  54  feet  wide,  and  making  all  crossings  of  river 
by  aqueduct,  except  at  Hiotoo,  (Meadow  Creek  crossing  being  aban- 
doned,) the  t«Ual  cost  would  be $21,255,590 

2.  Using  54-foet  tunnels,  1, 2,  4,  and  5,  and  aqueduct-crossings 20, 650, 895 

3.  Using  54-feet  tunnels,  l«aud  2,  and  aqueduct-crossings 19,762,498 

4.  Using  .30<feet  tunnels,  I,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  and  aqueduct-crossings 19, 107,518 

5.  Using  54-feet  tunnels,  2,  4,  and  5,  and  crossing  iu  pools 18, 504, 440 

6.  Using  54-feet  tunnel,  2,  and  crossings  in  pools,  (about) 17,600,000 

Estimate  No.  2,  amounting  to  $20,650,895,  is  the  arrangement  I  would  recommend 

for  an  independent  lateral  canal,  which  could  be  reduced  to  820,122,641  by  making 
canal  only  60  feet  wide  at  water-surface  from  Sewell  down. 

Accompanying  this  will  be  found  tabulated  the  following  detailed  estimates  : 

1.  Fifty-seven  sheets  of  estimates  of  57  levels  of  canal-hne. 

2.  Eight  sheets  of  estimates  on  main  and  alternate  canal-line. 

3.  Two  sheets  of  estimates  for  feeders. 

4.  One  sheet  comparison  of  cost  of  tunnels  of  large  and  small  section,  (canal.) 

5.  Two  sheets  estimate  of  excavation  below  Sewell,  if  canal  is  made  60  feet  wide. 

6.  Three  sheets  tabulated  statement  of  cost  of  each  level,  accumulated  totals,  and 
other  information  relating  thereto. 

7.  Thirty-four  sheets  of  estimates  of  slack-water  line. 

8.  Two  sheets  of  estimates  on  main  and  alternate  lines,  (slack- water.) 

9.  One  sheet  table  of  aqueducts,  giving  location,  dimensions,  &o.,  (canal-line.) 

10.  One  sheet  comparative  table  of  cost  and  distances  by  main  and  alternate  lines. 
Also,  the  folio wiqg  drawings : 

1.  Fourteen  sheets  general  map  of  division «  scale  200  feet  to  1  inohj  showing  topog- 
raphy, <&c.,  and  location  of  canal  and  slack- water  prq;^ects ;  canal  m  brown,  slack- 
water  in  blue. 

2.  One  sheet  showing  lines  of  exploration,  (tracing.) 

3.  Four  sheets  of  profile  of  canal-line,  (tracings.) 

4.  Five  sheets  of  profile  of  slack- water  line,  (tracings.) 

5.  One  sheet  general  orosfr^ection  of  large  and  small  section  of  tunnel,  (tracing.) 

6.  One  sheet  canal-lock  drawings,  (tracings.) 

7.  Two  sheets  slack- water-lock  drawings,  (tracings.) 

8.  Two  sheets  (cross-section  paper)  diagrams  of  aqueducts  over  Glade  Meadow,  Mill, 
Loup,  Arbuckle,  Rush,  and  Wolf  Creeks,  (canal-line.) 

9.  Nineteen  sheets  (cross-section  paper)  details  of  tunnel-lines  and  aqueducts  across 
New  River. 

10.  Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  sheets  (cross-section  paper)  showing  construction 
of  canal-line. 

11.  Fourteen  sheets  (cross-section  paper)  with  calculations  of  quantities  and  dia- 
grams of  33  slack- water  dams. 

12.  Eleven  sheets  (crods-secr.ion  paper)  with  calculations  of  quantities  and  diagrams 
of  slack-water  canals  and  locks. 

13.  Fifteen  sheets  calculations  and  details  of  slack- water  tunnels. 

Note-hooka, 

1.  Five  transit- books,  (New  River  survey.) 

2.  Three  topography  books. 

3.  Eight  level-books. 

4.  Seven  cross-section  books. 

5.  One  sounding-book. 

6.  Also  the  following  books,  containing  notes  of  reconnoiasance  of  Loup  Creek :  one 
transit-book,  one  level-book,  one  barometric  level. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

N.  H.  HUTTON, 

Assistant  Engineer. 
Col.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers,  U,  8,  A. 
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APPROXIMATE    ESTIMATE  OF    EFFECT  OF    DAMS    IN    GORGE  OF    NEW    RIVER,  BErW'EEK 
KEENEY^S  AND  NARROW  FALLS. 

For  discharge  over  dams,  Francie's  formula  is  used,  as  being  a  mean  of  those  of  other 
observers : 

R=3.33  L  {h)  J. 

The  following  assumptions  are  made,  all  of  which  are  justified  either  by  ascertained 
facts  in  the  case  of  this  river,  conditions  proposed  to  be  obtained  by  the  plans  for  this 
work,  or  experience  on  other  rivers  of  somewhat  similar  characteristics : 

1st.  That  the  river  falls  about  1  foot  in  300  feet. 

2d.  That  the  bed  and  valley  of  the  river  is  cleared  of  all  obstructions  to  a  channel- 
way  280  feet  wide  at  low-water  surface,  and  side  slopes  not  less  than  1  to  1  for  30  feet 
above  low-water  level. 

3d.  That  the  dams  are  600  feet  long  on  comb  and  30  feet  above  river-bottom. 

4th.  That  at  about  the  length  of  dam,  behind  or  above  it,  the  river-valley,  at  level  of 
crest  of  dam,  has  at  least  a  width  of  400  feet. 

5th.  That  the  water  in  the  pools  will  rise  about  2  feet  for  every  increase  of  1  foot  in 
depth  above  comb  of  dam  and  just  behind  it.  ^ 

Dam  600  feet  lortg^  30  feet  high;  ncer  above  least  tcidth  of  400  feet;  river  below  least  width 

of  280  feet. 


Feet. 
1 
2 
3 

4 
5 


1^ 


1,990 
5,640 
10,  390 
13,B50 
93,340 
39,370 
37,000 

45. 310 
53,946 
63,870 
73,880 
83, 000 
93,640 
104,630 


Sl 


Sqjt. 
<524 
3,096 
3,676 
4,364 
4,860 
5,464 
6,076 

6,696 
7,324 
7,960 
8,704 
9.256 
9,916 
10,  584 


§1 


Sq.Jt 
12.060 
12,524 
12,992 
13,464 
13,940 
14,480 
15,  904 

13, 392 
15,884 
16,380 
16,880 
17, 384 
17,892 
18,  404 


Hi 


Remarks. 


Ft  per  Me. 

FL  per  see. 

0.78 

0.16 

L82 

0.45 

2.82 

0.80 

3.24 

L02 

4.60 

1,61 

5.37 

2.03 

*6.00 

2.33 

•6  feet  per8Pcond-4  luilea  per  hour — 
limit  of  navigation. 

6.75 

2.94 

7.36 

3.39 

8.00 

3.  86 

8.37 

4.31 

9.00 

4.77 

9.44 

5.23 

10.00 

t5.68 

t  Nearly  4  miles  per  hour  above  dam. 

REPORT  OF  MR.   J.  M.   HARRIS,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  December  9, 1874. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  submit  to  you  the  report  of  notes  taken  by  me  at  your  request,  to 
arrive  at  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  canon 
of  New  River,  so  as  to  render  its  bed  suitable  for  slack-water  navigation. 

These  notes  were  commenced  at  a  point  about  three  miles  below  Bowyer's  Ferry, 
where  the  canal  terminates,  after  passing  around  Keeney's  Falls.  From  this  point 
downward  the  river  in  many  places  becomes  very  much  contracted  by  immerse  bowl- 
ders of  all  shapes  on  its  banks  and  in  its  bed.  At  other  points  bars  have  been  formed 
by  the  creeks  emptying  material  into  the  stream,  also  consisting  of  bowlders,  acd  vary- 
ing in  size  from  many  yards  down  to  gravel. 

The  object  of  the  estimate  was  to  ascertain  what  it  would  cost  to  remove  these  ob- 
structions to  the  natural  flow  of  the  stream,  and  thus  cause  the  channel  at  low-water 
mark  to  be  wider,  to  create  a  wider  space  above  the  bed  of  the  stream  for  the  water 
to  escape  in  times  of  freshets,  and  thus  render  the  bed  of  the  stream  eafe  for  slack- 
water  navigation.  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  mention  the  method  of  arriving  at  quan- 
tities, as  the  note-books  will  fully  explain,  and  about  which  you  were  consulted  pre- 
vious to  entering  on  this  duty.  I  will  simply  add  that  I  have  exercised  the  best 
judgment  of  which  I  was  capable  in  making  this  estimate,  and  though  much  of  the 
material  was  not  actually  measured,  being  inaccessible  in  a  rapid  river,  yet,  by  compar- 
ing quantities  which  were  actually  measured  with  such  of  a  similar  character  that 
could  not  be  measured,  I  have  arrived  at  an  estimate  which  may  be  relied  on  as 
an  approximation  near  the  truth  as  to  quantities.  These  quantities  have  been  classi 
tied  into  two  parts,  the  first  composed  of  solid  rock  and  large  bowlders,  requiring  blast 
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ing.  The  second  consiafced  of  small  bowlders,  less  than  a  cubic  yard  in  size,  loope  rock 
and  gravel.  The  first  quantity  I  have  found,  agreeably  to  my  estimate,  to  be  3r)7,548^ 
yards,  and  the  latter  35,578  cubic  yards.  The  former  at  80  cents  and  the  latter  at  60 
cents  per  yard,  produce  the  sum  of  $307,385.80,  the  whole  amount  of  the  estimate. 

You  will  understand  that  this  estimate  embraces  all  the  material  to  be  blasted  or  ex- 
cavated from  the  banks  and  bed  of  New  River,  extending  from  Keeney's  Falls  to  the. 
Falls  of  Kanawha,  as  if  there  were  to  be  slack-water  throughout.  But  there  will  bo 
several  short  sections  of  canal  in  this  space,  viz  :  1,100  feet  below  dam  No.  23,  2,500 
feet  below  dam  No,  24,  and  3,700  feet  below  dam  No.  29. 

The  amount  estimated  for  improving  the  bed  of  the  river  corresponding  to  these 
spaces  iH  $24,337.60,  which,  if  deducted,  would  leave  $283,048.20  as  the  estimate  of 
clearing  the  river  of  obstructions,  and  if  the  tunnel  commencing  opposite  Pope's  Nose 
(railroad)  tunnel,  and  terminating  at  or  below  the  Blue  Hole,  is  adopt-ed,  there  would 
be  another  item  of  $45,888  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  for  clearing  the  bed  of 
the  river,  leaving  $237,160.20,  or  rather  less  than  $15,000  per  mile. 

I  deem  it  proper  further  to  state  that  I  estimated  the  width  of  the  river  at  two  or 
three  of  the  narrowest  points  which  could  be  found,  with  the  view  to  ascertain  what 
would  be  the  narrowest  point  at  low-water,  when  the  bowlders  and  projecting  i)oints 
are  cut  oft*,  agreeably  to  the  plan  proposed  and  embraced  in  this  estimate.  The  nar- 
rowest point  I  found  would  be  265  feet  at  low-water  when  the  obstructions  are  re- 
moved. The  next  narrowest  point  I  found  to  be  277.7  feet  when  obstructions  are  re- 
moved. These  points  alluded  to  were  between  Cotton  Hill  and  the  Blue  Hole,  one  at 
3007-1-58,  and  the  other  at  station  3063.  At  the  former,  the  railroad  was  64  feet  from 
the  edge  of  the  river,  but  from  the  river's  edge  on  the  left  bank  the  rock  rises  nearly 
perpendicular.  There  would  be  no  diJEculty  in  sloping  the  rock  1  to  1  by  blasting  off 
a  portion  of  it,  and  the  same  slope  or  greater  could  be  given  on  the  opposite  side,  so 
that  at  a  rise  of  30  feet  there  would  be  at  least  an  area  of  9,000  square  &et  to  pass  the 
floods  of  New  River. 

The  railroad-banks  slope  about  1^  to  1  at  the  other  point,  and,  though  the  low-water 
surface  is  narrower  than  at  the  upper  point,  there  would  be  less  trouble  in  giving 
enough  space  here  to  pass  the  floods  of  New  River  than  at  the  upper  point. 

I  saw  no  other  points  along  New  River  where  it  seemed  to  be  so  much  confined  for 
want  of  space  as  at  the  points  just  named,  and  it  was  on  this  account  I  thought  proper 
to  ascertain  its  width,  or  at  least  what  would  be  its  width  at  low  water,  when  the  bed 
of  the  stream  is  prepared  for  slack-water  navigation. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servaut, 

J.  M.  Harris, 
Assistant  Engineer. 

N.   H.   HUTTON, 

Assistant  Engineer, 


REPORT  AND  ESTIMATES  ON  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER,    BY 
MR.   A.   M.   SCOTT,  ASSISTANT  ENGINEER. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  January  29, 1875. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  and  estimates  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  Great  Kanawha  River : 

Your  instructions,  dated  August  17, 1874,  and  afterward  somewhat  modified,  directed 
me  to  make  such  additional  surveys  as  were  necessary  to  enable  estimates  to  be  made, 
on  the  following  plans  of  improving  the  river,  so  as  to  afford  a  useful  depth  of  not  less 
than  6i  feet,  or  an  actual  depth  of  7  feet  at  all  seasons : 

1st.  For  a  lock  and  dam  improvement  from  the  Great  Falls  to  the  foot  of  Paint  Creek 
Shoal,  and  for  sluice-navigation  in  the  remainder  of  the  river,  assisted  by  a  reservoir. 
This  to  be  a  revision  of  Mr.  E.  Lorraine's  estimate,  submitted  to  you  in  December,  1872. 

2d.  For  a  lock  and  dam  improvement  throughout,  with  locks  about  250  by  50  feec  in 
the  chamber. 

3d.  For  movable  d<ims  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river  to  accommodate  the  coal- trade, 
on  the  plan  recommended  for  the  Ohio. 

I  will  briefly  refer  to  previous  surveys  and  the  data  at  hand  when  your  instructions 
were  received. 

survey  of  1838, 

made  by  Mr.  Charles  EUet,  jr.,  for  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company,  and  em- 
bracing the  whole  river  from  Great  Falls  to  the  mouth.  The  fall  and  distances,  as 
established  by  it,  have  been  proved  very  reliable. 

SURVEY  OF  1856-*57-*58, 

made  for  the  same  company  under  directions  of  Mr.  Lorraine,  by  Mr.  John  A.  Byers 
It  began  at  the  bead  of  Huddleston's  Island,  6.80  miles  below  the  falls,  and  extended 
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to  the  month  of  the  river.  This  snrvey  waa  Tvithont  doubt  verv  iDtelligently  and  care- 
folly  made,  and  from  it  we  have  a  good  hydrographic  map  of  toe  riveri  except  in  some 
of  the  deep  pools,  where  but  few  BoundingB  were  taken.  The  pro^e  ia  contiaa9a8,  and 
agrees  closely  with  that  of  1838. 

GOVERNMENT  SURVEYS. 

First,  a  profile  showing  fall  from  Great  Falls  to  the  foot  of  Lykens*  Shoal,  from  a 
survey  maae  under  your  direction  in  1872 ;  second,  special  surveys  made  under  Colonel 
Merrill,  Corps  of  Eugineers,  in  1873.  The  latter  embrace  a  little  more  than  six  milea 
of  the  river  at  different  points  where  improvements  have  been  proposed  or  carried  on. 
These  surveys  tend  to  prove  the  reliability  of  the  old  maps  and  profiles. 

To  carry  out  your  instructions  it  was  necessary  to  make  additional  surveys  at  several 
points,  particulai'ly  of  localities  where  locks  and  dams  were  proposed,  in  order  to  select 
the  sites  as  nearly  as  possible  and  make  such  examinations  as  were  necessary  to  form 
an  estimate. 

Accordingly,  a  party  was  organized,  and  the  survey  began  at  the  head  of  Loup  Creek 
Shoal,  3.40  miles  Wow  the  falls,  on  September  14, 1874.  About  six  weeks  were  occu- 
pied in  the  field-work,  surveys  being  made  at  sixteen  different  points.  The  soundings 
were  all  instrumen tally  located,  and  at  each  proposed  site  careful  cross-sections  run 
and  drillings  made  to  determine  the  necessary  character  of  foundations. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  survey  the  water  fell  to  a  point  two-tenths  of  a  foot 
below  what  has  been  considered  ordinary  low-water  mark,  and  two  parties  were  started 
to  establish  references  at  all  desirable  points  along  the  river.  This  was  fortunately 
accomplished  before  the  water  rose,  and  enabled  us  to  reduce  all  work  to  a  uniform 
and  satisfactory  reference.  These  bench-marks,  and  others  made  during  the  survey, 
were  well  established  and  described. 

In  connection  with  these  surveys  and  the  estimates  and  drawings  presented,  allow 
me  to  refer  to  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  Mr.  C.  K.  McDermott  and  Mr.  Jolin 
S.  Hogue,  civil  engineers. 

The  general  features  of  the  river  and  the  history  and  deeoription  of  various  plans 
that  have  been  recommended  for  its  improvement  have  been  so  fully  presented  in  re- 
cent reports  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  that  nothing  need  be  added  here.  Particular 
reference  is  made  to  your  reports  for  1871  and  1873,  particularly  to  Mr.  £.  Lorraine's, 
accompanying  the  latter,  (Appendix  T  28,)  and  to  Colpnel  Merrill*s  report  for  1873, 
(Appendix  M  3.) 

The  following  table,  showing  the  fall  and  distance  from  the  Great  Falls  of  places  to 
be  mentioned  in  this  report,  and  of  principal  points  along  the  river,  may  be  ujmAiI  : 


Places. 


Foot  of  Great  Falls « 

^wtof  Long  Shoal 

mmtot  Loap Creek  Shoal , 

Foot  of  Lykens'  Shoal,  town  of  Cannelton 

Foot  of  Harvey's  Shoal 

Foot  of  Hunter's  Shoal 

Foot  of  Windsor  Shoal 

Foot  of  Paint  Creek  Shoal 

Foot  of  Cabin  Creek  Shoal 

Foot  of  Witcher's  Creek  Shoal 

Foot  of  Cat-fish  Shoal,  head  of  Charleston  Pool,  near 

Brownstown. 

CI  ty  of  Charleston,  near  foot  of  Charles*  Pool 

Foot  of  Elk  Shoal 

Foot  of  Two-Mile  Shoal 

Foot  of  IsUnd  Shoal 

Foot  of  Tyler  Shoal 

Foot  of  New  Comer  Shoal 

Foot  of  Johnson  Shoal 

Foot  of  Tacket  Shoal 

Foot  of  Ke<l- House  Shoal 

Foot  of  Gillespie's  Ripple 

Foot  of  Knob  Shoal 

Foot  of  Bnflklo  Shoal 

Foot  of  Five  Ripples— Ripple,  Debby,  Intermediate, 

Eighteen-Mile.  and  Ripple. 

Foot  of  Arbuckle  Shoal 

Foot  of  Thirteen-Mile  Shoal 

Foot  of  Three- Mile  or  Caotrell's  Bar 

Point  Pleasant,  month  Of  Kanawha 


BS 

Hi 

SOB 


or.  00 

1.38 
4.71 
9.19 
10.61 
11.  S8 
19.39 
15.12 
20.83 
83.94 
96.49 

36.89 
37.46 
39.33 
40.05 
41.62 
43.53 
53.03 
.v.  61 
09.14 
67.95 
71.78 
7:j.i0 
76.  31 

79.90 
89.63 
99.40 
94.90 


Length  and  fall  of  principal 
shoals,  &c.,  in  low  water. 


00.00 
10.38 
99.15 
39.10 
36.9'J 
38.09 
39.50 
45.70 
53.91 
57.48 
60.99 

60.76 
63.47 
66.55 
68.85 
7:2.93 
74.96 
83.03 
86.11 
69.86 
93.67 
97.17 
96.54 
109.95 

10.\  09 
106.77 
107.70 
1U7.93 


Shoal  falls 
Shoal  falls 
Shoal  falls 
Shoal  falls 
Shoal  falU 
Shoal  faUs 
Shoal  falls 
Shoal  falls 
Shoal  faUs 
Shoal  falU 


10'.98  in  4,907  feot. 
10^.19  in  8,736  feet. 
6'.19  In  9,950  feet. 
3'.96  in  1.400  feet. 
l'.<0  in  950  feet. 
0'.83  in  1.300  feet. 
5^.19  in  9.300  feet. 
5'.15  in  9,376  feet. 
3'.70  in  9.500  feet. 
I'.59  in  1,400  feet. 


Pool  10.65  miles  lonff,  fall  0'.47. 
Shoal  fAlls  9'.7t  in  1.700  feet. 
Shoal  falls  9^.79  in  1,900  feet. 
Shoal  falls  9^.91  in  1.000  fe«t. 
Shoal  falls  4M0  in  5.700  feet. 
Shoal  faUs  0^.59  in  500  feet. 
Shoal  falls  4'.35  in  5.600  feet. 
Shoal  falls  9^  90  hi  9,904  feet. 
Shoal  fall8  9^.84  in  1,850  feet. 
Ripple  falls  O'.OO  in  9.900  feet. 
Shoal  &lls  9^.60  in  3,900  feet. 
Shoal  falls  O'  90  in  1,000  feet. 
Total  faU  9'.80  in  19.100  feet. 

Shoal  falls  S'  03  in  3.300  feet. 
Shoal  falls  U'.86  in  l,9u0  feet. 
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it  appears  t4>be  conceded  that  a  look  and  dam  improvement  is  advisable  for  the  first 
fifteen  miles  from  the  Great  Fulls— that  ia,  to  the  foot  of  Paiot  Creek  Shoal — and  there 
is  bat  one  other  plan  to  be  compared  with  the  same  system  in  the  remainder  of  the 
river.  This  is  the  conibiLation  of  Fisk  and  Ellet's  plans  for  slnice  navigation,  as 
suggested  by  Mr.  Lorraine.  As  explained  in  bis  report  referred  to,  it  consists  in  making 
the  best  possible  nse  of  all  the  water  in  low  stages,  by  "  grading  the  river''  with  an 
elaborate  system  of  sin  ce-dams  and  supplying  the  deficiency  from  a  reservoir. 

Ordinary  brush  and  pile  dams  were  proposed,  filled  in  with  stone  and  gravel,  and  the 
tops  well  secured  by  a  frame-work  of  square  timber.  They  were  to  be  built  square 
across  the  river,  with  a  waterway  or  sluice  120  feet  wide  on  top  and  94  feet  at  bottom ; 
the  bottom  of  the  sluice  to  be  a  strong  crib  filled  and  backed  up  with  loose  stone. 
The  top  of  each  crib  was  to  be  placed  B  inches  below  the  one  next  above,  consequently 
requiring  a  dam  for  every  6  inches  of  fall  in  the  river.  Mr.  Lorraine  states  that  this 
must  be  made  a  matter  of  experiment,  and  thinks  it  might  be  practicable  to  reduce 
the  number  of  dams  by  increasing  the  fall  from  one  to  another  to  9  and  perhaps  to  12 
inches.  His  estimate,  however,  waa  based  npon  a  6-inch  fall,  necessitating  120  dams 
below  the  foot  of  Paint  Creek  shoal.  They  were  to  be  so  located  as  to  reduce  the 
slope  on  the  worst  shoals  to  2  feet  per  mile.  With  this  arrangement,  and  the  ordinary 
low-water  discharge  taken  at  1,:)50  cubic  feet  per  second,  there  wonld  be  a  theoretical 
depth  of  about  3  feet  and  10  inches  in  the  sluices.  To  fill  the  waterways  and  make  7 
feet  depth,  1,970  feet  additional,  or  a  total  of  3,320  cubic  feet  per  secoud,  would  be  re- 
quired. This  result;  which  is  considerably  larger,  proportionally,  than  given  by  Mr. 
Lorraine,  was  obtained  by  assuming  a  uniform  channel  of  the  dimensions  proposed  for 
the  sluices,  with  a  slope  of  2  feet  per  mile,  and  using  the  formula. 


-^/ 


d975.4l 


—.10889. 


If  the  discharge  of  the  waterway  is  considered  as  from  one  reservoir  to  another,  with 
a  head  of  6  inches,  a  liberal  calculation  ^ives  nearly  the  same  result  as  above.  Besides 
the  water  required  to  fill  the  sluices,  about  200  cubic  feet  per  second  would  be  needed  to 
l^eep  the  dams  submerged,  making  a  total  of  2,170  cabic  feet  per  seoond,  or  187,488,000 
per  day,  to  be  furnished  by  the  joeservoir.  The  annual  available  contents  of  the  Meadow 
Kiver  reservoir,  according  to  the  final  estimate  of  Mr.  EUet,  would  be  10,722,032,640 
cubic  feet.  This,  divided  by  187,488,000,  gives  over  57,  the  number  of  days  the  reser- 
voir would  be  able  to  maintain  7  feet  navigation,  when  the  discharge  of  the  river  was 
reduced  to  1,350  feet  per  second. 

We  have  but  little  reliable  data  to  determine  how  much  help  the  river  would  prob- 
ably need,  there  having  been  no  regular  gauge  observations  taken  previous  to  August 
1,  1872.  The  following  table  is  made  from  a  reliable  record,  and  compared  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  references  used  by  Mr.  Ellet : 


Water  down 
to  0.0,  or  or- 
dinary low 
mark. 


Below  -4-  O'.S. 


Below  +  I'.O. 


Below  -♦■  1'.5. 


Below  -i-  iy.O. 


After  Aognst  1, 1873. 
Entire  season  of  1873 
Entire  season  of  1874 


Days. 

18 
00 

7 


Days. 

36 

6 

31 


>ays. 

Days. 

56 

75 

2d 

44 

54 

90 

Days. 
01 
65 
115 


Both  1872  and  1874  were  considei:ed  low- water  seasons.  The  discharge,  computed  by 
Mr.  Ellet  from  observations  taken  just  below  the  foot  of  Elk  Shoal,  was,  for  -|-  2'.07, 
8,550  cubic  feet  per  second.  We  have  nothing  very  reliable  from  which  to  determine 
it  between  -f2'.07  and  low  water,  but  it  will  be  safe  to  consider  it  for  -}-l'.5  to  be  3,520 
cubic  feet,  the  liberal  estimate  of  quantity  required  to  fill  the  sluices  and  keep  the 
dams  submerged. 

The  **  low- water  season  "  has  been  taken  at  sixty  days,  in  previous  reports,  and  the 
record  since  August  1,  1872,  as  well  as  general  information  to  be  had,  goes  to  prove  this 
a  safe  assumption,  and  that  a  reservoir  able  to  keep  up  the  supply  during  fifty-seven 
days,  of  what  can  safely  be  called  .the  minimum  discharge,  would  bo  ample  for  any 
reasonable  emergency. 

ESTIMATE  OF  COST. 

As  stated,  this  plan  contemplates  locks  and  dams  down  to  the  foot  of  Paint  Creek 
Bhoal.  .The  details  for  this  part  of  the  estimate  will  be  given  under  that  for  slack- 
water  throughout.  The  table  submitted,  showing  dimensions,  costs,  &o.,  of  each  sluice- 
dam,  is,  as  near  as  possible,  a  revision  of  Mr.  Lorraine's,  increased  to  afford  seven  feet  of 
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water.  Owing  to  the  Datnreof  theplan,  this  can  be  considered  but  an  approximation. 
Care  has  been  taken,  however,  to  mal^e  it  large  enough,  and  it  is  thought  sufficient  to 
cover  all  contingencies.  The  following  is  a  summary  for  the  complete  improvement : 
For  four  stone  locks  and  dams  above  Paint  Creek  Shoal,  locks  280  by 

50  feet  in  the  chamber $918,041  00 

For  excavations  of  channels  and  approaches  to  locks 95, 000  00 

Total  to  foot  of  Paint  Creek  Shoal 1,013,041  00 

For  120  sluice-dams  below  Paint  Creek  Shoal 490,216  00 

For  protection  of  banks  below  Paint  Creek  Shoal 48, 000  00 

For  excavation  of  channels  below  Paint  Creek  Shoal  52, 200  00 

Lorraine*s  revised  estimate  for  Meadow  River  reservoir 533, 200  OO 

2,136,657  00 
Add  10  per  cent 213,665  00 

Total  estimate .* 2,350,322  00 

IMPROVEMENT  BY  LOCKS  AND  DAMS  THROUGHOUT. 

Under  this  head  yonr  instructions  direct  two  estimates,  one  for  an  ordinary  slack- 
water  improvement,  the  other  for  a  modification  of  this  well-known  system  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  river  by  movable  dams,  on  the  plan  proposed  for  the  Ohio.  That  for 
the  common  improvement  will  be  given  first. 

The  general  character  of  the  surveys  made  in  September  and  October,  1874,  under 
your  direction,  has  been  explained.  As  stated,  they  were  mostly  directed  to  makin<; 
approximate  locations  and  thorough  surveys  at  the  proposed  sites  for  locks  and  dams. 
The  relative  arrangement  as  to  location,  lift  of  locks,  t&c.,  will  be  given  in  a  table  with 
a  summary  of  the  estimate. 

SIZE  OF  LOCKS. 

Yon  gave  me  some  latitude  by  directing  the  estimate  to  be  made  for  locks  about  250 
by  50  feet  in  the  chamber.  The  large-sized  coal-barges  are  from  120  to  130  feet  long, 
and  generally  24  feet  wide.  To  accommodate  this  important  interest  the  locks  should 
have  at  least  an  arailabU  length  of  about  250  feet.  They  were  finally  planned  and 
estimated  at  280  feet  between  quoins,  and  a  clear  width  of  50  feet  in  the  chamber.  This 
gives  an  available  length  of  245  feet  for  the  full  width  of  the  lock.  I  think  this  still 
too  short,  and  that  they  should  be  built  to  afford  a  clear  length  of  260  feet,  or  nearly 
300  between  quoins.  The  additional  length  of  chamber  would  add  but  little  to  the 
cost  and  materially  increase  the  capacity  of  the  locks,  as  they  would  nicely  admit  four 
barges  of  the  size  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  the  most  economical  for  the  ship- 
ment of  coal,  (130  by  24  feet,)  or  three  barges  and  a  small  tow-boat. 

CHARACTER  AND  DESCRIPTION  OF  MASONRY. 

As  directed,  the  estimate  was  made  for  stone  locks,  dams,  and  abutments  of  tho  best 
kind  of  hydraulic  itfasonry ;  the  general  design  of  the  locks  to  be  similar  to  the  last 
built  on  the  Monongahela  River  by  the  navigation  company,  and  one  now  in  progress 
by  the  Government,  at  Hoard^s  Rook,  under  Colonel  Merrill.  The  water  is  admitted 
through  the  upper  platform  and  an  arched  miter-wall,  and  discharged  through  the 
lower  gates.  The  masonry  was  estimated  rather  heavier  than  that  in  the  Monongahela 
locks;  the  river  and  shore  walls  of  the  chamber  respectively  at  8  and  6  feet  wide  on 
top,  with  an  outside  batter  of  about  1  in  6.  Around  the  gates  and  abreast  of  recesses 
these  dimensions  were  about  doubled.  The  dams  were  planned  with  a  width  at  base 
of  not  less  than  10  feet,  or  seven-tenths  the  height;  9  feet  wide  on  top,  and  capped 
with  a  sloping  course  of  timber  and  plank,  well  fastened  to  the  masonry.  Abutments 
to  be  carried  up  15  feet  above  the  crests  of  the  dams,  6  feet  wide  on  top,  with  a  double 
batter  of  1  in  12;  total  len^h  of  face  and  wings  averaging  about  120  feet.  The 
estimate  includes  substantial  guide-cribs  and  ice-breakers  above,  and  dry  retaining- 
walls  below  the  locks,  and  a  liberal  allowance  for  paving  and  riprapping  the  banks 
at  least  300  feet  below  the  works. 

FOUNDATIONS. 

Considerable  time  and  labor  were  spent  to  determine  their  necessary  character.  As 
shown  by  the  following  table,  solid  rock  can  be  obtained  at  seven  of  the  sites,  and  it 
is  thought  can  be  found  at  others,  by  more  thorough  examination,  without  mate- 
rially changing  the  locations  selected.  At  the  remaining  five  sites,  foundations  of 
piles  and  timber  are  proposed,  substantially  like  those  adopted  for  the  Illinois  River 
locks,  at  Henry  and  Copperas  Creeks.  The  first  was  built  a  few  years  agOy^and  the 
latter  is  now  in  progress,  under  direction  of  Colonel  Macomb,  Corps  of  En^neors. 

Below  each  dam  not  on  solid  rock,  a  very  strong  pile  and  timber  apron  is  proposed. 
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extending  20  feet  below  the  dam.    The  plan  of  foundations  and  apron  will  be  shown 
on  the  general  drawings  to  accompany  this  report. 

The  detailed  estimates  for  this  improvement  were  forwarded  to  you  on  the  9th 
instant.  A  summary  is  given  in  the  following  table,  with  location,  lift  of  lock,  length 
of  dams.  &c. : 


H 
11 

}2" 


Location. 


Kear  headof  Lonp  Creek  Shoal 

Near  foot  of  Loup  Creek  Shoal 

Foot  of  Lykens  Shoals,  at  Cannelton 

Foot  of  Paint  Creek  Shoal 

Brownfltown.  near  head  of  Charleston  Pool. . 
First  below  Charleston  Pool,  head  of  Island 
Shoal. 

Near  head  of  Newcomer  Shoal 

Between  Scary  and  Johnson  Shoals 

Head  of  Bed  House  Shoal 

Near  foot  of  Gillespie's  Ripple 

Head  of  Debby 'a  Ripple 

Foot  of  Tbree-Mlle  or  Cantrell's  Bar 


g 

S  > 

£.3 

g'C 

MOea. 

Miles. 

3.34 

90.86 

4.67 

89.53 

9.10 

85.01 

15.12 

79.  OS 

26.84 

67.36 

."19. 69 

54.51 

43.29 

50.98 

52.46 

41.74 

61.  T7 

32.43 

C7.36 

26.84 

75.02 

19.18 

92.40 

1.80 

t 


Fe^it.    Feet 
9.6   660 


10.4 
13 
13 
13 

7 

6.5 

7 

6.5 

6 

7 

8.7 


785 
676 
579 
548 
544 


Rook 

Rock 

Artifioial. 
Artificial. 

Rock 

Artificial. 


563     Artificial. 

598    Rock 

670    Rock 

590  I  Rock 

558    Rock 

697  I  Artificial. 


Total  for  locks  and  dams 

Estimate  for  excavation  of  channels  and  approaches  to  locks. 


Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies. 
Total  estimate 


8 


B 
3 


1174, 931 
213, 105 
272,  459 
257,  546 
219,  940 
218, 573 

820, 142 
182,644 
191,  067 
164,187 
170,  340 
244,  442 


2, 529,  376 
268,000 


2,  797, 37  > 
279,  737 


;  3,077,113 


IMPROVEMENT  BY  MOVABLE   DAMS,  AS  PROPOSED  FOR  THE  OHIO  RrV'ER. 

For  a  description  of  these  dams,  it  is  only  necespary  to  refer  to  the  elahorate  report  of 
the  Board  of  Engineers  on  Movable  Dams,  «&c.,  consisting  of  General  Weitzel  and  Colo- 
nel Merrill,  (Ex.  Doc.  No.  127,  H.  of  R.,  43d  Congress,  Ist  session,)  and  to  Colonel  Mer- 
rill's annual  report,  printed  as  Appendix  N  of  the  Report  of  tbe  Chief  of  Engineers  for 
1874.  As  shown  in  these  reports,  this  modification  of  the  common  slack-water  plan  is 
designed  particularly  to  accommodate  the  coal-trade,  and  you  directed  me  to  extend 
the  estimate  for  it  as  high  up  the  river  as  this  interest  seemed  to  reqnire.  In  view  of 
the  importance  of  this  interest  and  the  great  advantages  of  movable  dams  to  suit  it, 
it  was  thought  advisable,  in  planning  for  tbe  ordinary  improvement,  to  do  so  with  ref- 
erence to  their  final  adoption  below  Charleston.  Accordingly  the  maximum  lift  for 
the  locks  in  this  part  of  the  river  was  taken,  as  by  Colonel  Merril  for  the  Ohio,  at  7 
feet.  This  would  virtually  extend  tbe  movable  system  to  Brownstown,  at  the  head  of 
the  Charleston  Pool,  and  though  the  coal-field  extends  still  higher,  the  arrangement  it 
is  thought  would  accommodate  tbe  whole  interest  very  well,  as  there  would  be  at 
most  but  two  lockages  to  get  the  coal  into  the  Charleston  Pool,  where  there  would  be 
every  facility  for  harboring  it  and  for  making  up  tows.  If  it  should  ever  be  found  de- 
sirable to  extend  the  movable  dams  as  high  up  as  Cannelton,  at  the  foot  of  Ljkens 
Shoal,  it  could  be  done  by  building  two  intermediate  locks  and  dividing  the  lifts  of 
Nob.  5  and  6. 

This  arrangement  makes  tbe  number  of  locks  the  same  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Lorraine 
in  his  report  to  you,  and  also  as  recommended  by  Mr.  John  A.  Byers  in  186H,  when  he 
made  a  general  estimate  for  a  lock  and  dam  improvement  below  Loup  Creek.  It  adds 
one  to  the  number  of  locks  below  Charleston,  however,  and  reduces  the  number  above 
to  five.  The  advisability  of  the  high  dams  proposed  at  Paint  Creek  and  Brownstown, 
particularly  at  the  latter  place,  is  somewhat  questionable,  but  they  are  no  higher  than 
some  on  the  Monongahela  River,  where  the  height  of  banks  and  general  characteris- 
tics are*  similar,  and  aa  the  arrangement  is  quite  desirable  I  conclude,  to  recommend 
them. 

In  the  table  the  lift  of  lock  No.  12  ia  given  at  8^70 ;  this  is  with  reference  to  present 
low-water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  It  will  finally  depend  on  the  connection  made 
with  the  lock  and  dam  system  projected  on  the  Ohio.  Colonel  Merrill  informed  me 
that  he  could  give  no  definite  information  about  it,  but  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  adopting  their  plan  to  suit  any  arrangement  on  the  Kanawha.  The  low- 
water  surface  at  the  mouth  can  easily  be  raised  enough  to  reduce  the  lift  of  No.  12  to 
7  feet ;  and  if  it  should  prove  expedient  to  raise  it  about  3^  feet,  the  first  lock  on  Ka- 
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A  snmmary  of  the  estimate  for  the  complete  improvemeDt  by  movable  dams  below 
and  permanent  dams  above  Charleston,  with  looks  280  by  50  feet,  is  sabmitted.  That 
for  the  movable  dams  is  based  on  the  price  per  linear  foot  taken  by  Colonel  Merrill  for 
the  Ohio,  (Appendix  N,  Report  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1874.)  The  details  are 
given  in  the  same  (N  9)  in  Lient.  F.  A.  Mahan's  report  on  the  Yonghioghenj^  River. 

The  width  of  ''pass''  proposed  for  the  Ohio  has  also  been  adopted,  as  it  has  been 
fonnd  necessary  to  make  the  present  towing  channels  on  Kanawha  abont  *250  feet  wide, 
to  answer  the  requirements  of  the  coal-trade. 
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Location  of  dams. 


Head  of  Island  Shoal , 

Near  bead  of  New  Comer  Shoal. . 
Between  Scary   and  Johnson's 
Sboal. 

Head  of  Bed-House  Shoal 

Near  foot  of  Gillespie's  Ripple. . . 

Head  of  Debby 's  Hippie 

Foot  of  Throe-Mlle  Bar 
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$344|  $86,000 
34-1  86.000 
344;  66,000 


344 
344 
344 
344 


86.000 
86,000 
86.000 
86,000 

603,000 


S 
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Total  for  movable  dams 

Locks  and  abatments,  as  shown  in  estimate  for  slack-water  thronghout^ 

Total  oost  of  movable-dam  improvement  below  Charleston 

Estimate  for  five  locks  and  permanent  dams  above  Charleston  Pool 

Estimate  for  excavation  of  channela  and  approaches  to  locks 


Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies. 
Total  estimate 


$193.  TJ8 
i.'i7. 051 
164,996 

181. 340 
163.180 
155,916 
187.469 


1,168.690 
971,496 


8. 134. 186 

1.137,981 

966.000 


3,540.167 
854,016 


3.884,163 


In  regard  to  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  plans  of  improvement,  (not  to  oonsicler 
the  movable  dams,)  I  believe  the  slaek- water  can  be  mnoh  more  confidently  recom- 
mended. There  are  elements  of  uncertainty  connected  with  the  plan  for  open  navi- 
gation ;  and  it  is  thought,  with  every  condition  realissed,  it  would  have  no  advantages 
over  looks  and  dams.  The  sluices  are  not  more  than  half  wide  enough  to  answer  the 
requirements  of  open  navigation,  and  it  appears  they  cannot  be  made  much  wider 
than  planned,  (130  and  94  feet,)  if  dependence  is  based  on  the  one  reservoir.  This  is 
about  the  width  of  the  present  '^dug  chutes''  on  the  river,  and, in  stages  when  the 
navigation  is  confined  to  them,  experience  has  limited  descending  tows  to  two  and 
never  more  than  three  loaded  barges.  The  great  difficulty  anticipated,  however,  is  to 
ascending  craft.  No  form  of  sluice  can  obviate  the  unpleasant  currents  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  entering  and  passing  them,  and  in  the  night  or  windy  weather,  particularly 
in  certaiu  stages  of  water,  this  would  be  rendered  more  or  less  dangerous. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Untton,  in  his  report  to  you  dated  January,  1>S71,  alludes  to  the  resistance 
to  a  tow  of  loaded  boats  passing  the  sluices  up-stream,  and  says  they  would  necessitate 
some  modification  of  the  present  system  of  towing.  If  the  tows  should  be  limited  to  the 
size  that  could  enter  the  locks  proposed,  (three  barges  and  a  tug)  it  is  thought  120 
sluices  would  cause  much  more  trouble  and  delay  than  the  eight  locks  proposed  in  the 
same  distance.  In  addition  to  these  objections,  and  the  uncertainties  of  realizing 
every  condition  of  a  theoretical  plan,  th«re  is  an  element  of  danger  connected  with  a 
reservoir  of  the  dimensions  proposed,  formed  by  a  dam  nearly  70  feet  high,  which 
should  not  be  ignored. 

From  past  reports  it  appears  that  a  plan  of  open  improvement  has  been  sought  for 
two  principal  reasons,  one  being  the  local  objection  to  slack-water  improvement,  the 
other  the  incidental  assistance  which  the  reservoir  would  render  to  the  Ohio.  I  think 
it  may  be  said  that  neither  of  these  reasons  now  demand  consideration,  for  the  people 
of  Kanawha  are  almost  without  exception  in  favor  of  locks  and  dams,  and  it  is  gen- 
erally conceded  that  the  same  system,  or  some  modification  of  it,  must  bereeorted  to 
on  the  Ohio.    Pains  have  been  taken  to  learn  the  sentiment  of  river-men,  who  are 
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If  the  movable  daiiigy  so  confidently  and  ably  reoomroended  for  the  Ohio,  should 
prove  saoceasfulythey  would  remove  almost  every  possible  objection  to  the  slaok^water 
improvement. 

Very  respectfully,  ygur  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  Scott, 
Amttant  Evgineer. 
Col.  W.  P.  Ckaighill, 

Major  Corps  of  Engineers,  U.  8*  A. 


REPORT  ON  IMPUOVRMBNT  OF  ORB4T   KANAWHA   RIVER   BY  MEANS  OF  LOCKS  AND  DAMS^ 

BY  MK,  WM.  U.  HUrrON. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  June  30, 1870. 

Sir  :  Tli'e  project  for  the  permanent  improvement  of  the  Kanawha  River  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Board  of  Engineers  on  the  *425th  of  May,  1h75,  (see  page  94,  part  "Z^ 
Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1875,)  has  for  its  object  to  furnish  a  navifirable  depth 
of  7  feet  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  from  the  month  of  the  river  to  the  falls.  It  pro- 
poses to  accomplish  this  by  means  of  nine  locks  of  low  lift,  with  movable  dams,  frufi 
the  mouth  to  the  foot  of  Paint  Creek  Shoal,  which  is  15  miles  below  the  falls,  these  15 
miles  being  improved  by  three  locks  of  15  feet  lift  each,  connected  wirh  permanent  damn. 

The  project  is  based  upon  the  very  complete  surveys  made  in  185d  by  Mr.  John  A» 
Byers,  and  special  preliminary  surveys  of  the  different  sites  sel^ted  for  permanent 
works  made  under  your  direction  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Scott  in  lr;73, 1874,  and  1875. 

In  1873  the  low -water  surface  of  each  pool  was  observed,  and  referred  to  a  proper 
permanent  bench-mark,  the  surface  of  Charleston  Pool  reading  1.50  on  the  gauge* board 
at  that  place.  This  has  been  adopted  as  standard  low  water,  although  in  1874  the  sur- 
face of  the  pool  was  0.2  foot  lower.  In  1875,  an  accurate  survey  was  made  from  Cabin 
Creek  Shoal  to  a  point  2^  miles  below  Brownstown,  and  a  line  of  careful  levels  was 
run  from  the  Falls  to  Newcomer's  Shoal,  7  miles  below  Charleston. 

The  only  recorded  gauges  of  the  discharge  of  the^iver  made  before  last  year  were 
those  of  Mr.  Ellet.  During  1875,  twelve  gangings  were  made  by  Mr.  Seott  at  the  site 
of  lock  No.  5, 8|  miles  above  Charleston,  at  various  staffos,  ranging  from  1.55  feet  to  32 
feet  above  low-water.  The  river  was  very  full  during  the  entire  season,  and  at  no  time 
did  it  fall  to  low-water  mark. 

The  river  is  fully  described,  as  to  its  general  chaActeristics,  by  Mr.  Lorraine,  in  his 
report  to  you  of  December  9, 1872,  (see  page  836,  Report  of  Chief  of  Engineers  for  1873.) 
I  recapitulate  the  principal  features.  The  length  from  the  Falls  to  the  Ohio  River  is 
94  miles ;  total  fall  from  the  pool  at  the  foot  of  the  Great  Falls  is  108  feet,  47  feet  of 
which  ocours  in  the  first  15  miles.  The  average  width  is  590  feet.  During  low  water 
it  is  navigable  from  the  upper  end  of  Charleston  Pool  to  the  mouth  by  steamers  draw- 
ing 3  feet.  Above  Charleston  Pool,  there  is  no  navigation  at  low  stages,  although 
some  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  way  of  sluices  and  training-walls,  which 
are  valuable  to  navigation  at  moderate  stages.  Coal  is  not  shipped,  however,  until 
the  river  rises  5  or  6  feet  at  Charleston. 

Ordinary  floods  rise  to  2.'>  or  30  feet  above  low  water  in  tbe  upper  half  of  the  river, 
which  here  does  not  overflow  the  general  level  of  its  banks.  The  highest  flood  on 
record,  that  of  1861,  rose  to  47  feet. 

Extreme  low-water  discharge,  according  to  Mr.  Ellet,  is  1,100  cubic  feet  per  second; 
ordinary  low  water,  about  1,300  cubic  feet.  Comparing  the  Kanawha  with  the  Seine,, 
which  has  been  improved  with  movable  dams,  the  low- water  discharge  of  the  Seine  is 
1,700  cubic  feet  per  second,  that  of  the  Kanawha  being  1,350  (rarely  1,100)  cubic  feet. 
The  maximum  flood  of  the  Seine  (anno  1658)  rose  29.3  feet;  of  the  Kanawha,  47  feet 
in  September,  1861,  at  Charleston  above  (0)  of  gauge,  which  is  45|  above  low  waters 
Ordinary  high  floods  of  the  Seine  20.5  feet,  with  a  discharge  of  56,000  cubic  feet ;  of 
the  Kanawha,  36  feet,  discharging  probably  132,000  feet.  The  low-water  iQope  of  the 
Seine  above  Paris  is  0.5  foot  per  mile ;  of  the  Kanawha  below  Paint  Creek,  0.8  foot 
per  mile. 

Although  the  Kanawha  is  not  navigable  at  low  stages,  there  is  no  flood  in  which, 
boats  do  not  run.  In  this  it  differs  from  the  Seine,  where  navigation  ceases  when  the 
flood  exceeds  10  or  12  feet. 

As  has  been  alreadv  mentioned,  the  project  for  tbe  improvement  embraces  the  con- 
struction of  nine  looks  with  movable  dams,  and  three  locks  with  permanent  dams. 
Tbe  greater  slope  above  the  foot  of  Paint  Creek  Shoal  renders  it  inexpedient  to  con- 
tinue the  improvement  by  movable  dams  above  that  point. 

The  movable  dam,  which  has  led  to  the  recent  great  development  of  the  interior 
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navigation  of  France,  is  fully  described  and  figured  in  the  report  of  Weitzel  and  Mer- 
rill, upon  *'  Hydraulic  6at«8  and  Dams,"  (see  page  668,  part  1,  Report  of  Chief  of  En- 
gineers for  lt^5.)  Its  object  is  to  permit  an  open  river  navigation  whenever  the  natnral 
depth  of  the  water  is  sufficient,  and  to  furnish  a  navigation  by  locks  and  dams  daring 
low  stages  of  the  river.  The  navigation  pass  or  sluice,  in  the  present  project  250  feet 
in  width,  is  an  opening  in  the  dam,  with  its  sill  about  the  level  of  the  bottom  of  the 
river.  It  is  furnished  with  wiclcets,  which  ma^  be  raised  to  close  it  to  the  full  height 
of  the  dam,  and  which  lie  flat  npon  the  floor  when  the  pass  is  open.  The  fixed  portion 
of  the  dam  is  usually  provided-  with  wickets  of  a  less  height,  to  regulate  the  water  in 
the  pool,  and  to  facilitate  opening  and  closing  the  wickets  of  the  pass.  Their  nse  is 
not  contemplated  in  the  original  project,,  but  further  study  indicates  the  substantial 
advantages  which  would  follow  their  introduction. 

Good  river  navigation  above  Charleston  requires  at  least  a  stage  of  6  feet  on  Charles- 
ton gauge.  With  this  height  there  is  a  rise  of  about  5.5  feet  at  lock  No.  5 ;  so  that 
with  the  sill  of  the  pa^s  placed  one  foot  above  bottom,  we  have  8.5  feet  of  water  in  the 
pass.  With  6  feet  on  Charleston  gauge,  the  discharge  of  the  river  is  about  12,000  cubic 
feet,  giving  a  velocity  in  the  pass  of  about  4.5,  or  a  height  on  the  dam,  if  closed,  of  3.06 
feet.  As  the  water  rises,  we  have,  with  a  depth  of  10  feet  in  the  pass,  a  velocity  of  4.8 
feet ;  with  12  feet,  5.8  feet  per  second ;  and  when  the  pass  is  full,  oat  none  discharging 
over  the  weir,  (supposed  without  wickets,)  6.4  feet,  or  about  A^  miles  per  hour,  the 
lock-gates  also  being  open  for  the  passage  of  the  stream.  To  diminish  these  velocities, 
as  well  as  to  reduce  the  maximum  height  of  the  sheet  flowing  over  the  wickets  of  the 
pass,  which  will  permit  a  reduction  of  their  strength  and  weight,  the  dam  might  be 
finished  at  4  feet  below  the  level  of  the  pool,  and  furnished  with  wickets  of  that  height. 
These  will  be  comparatively  inexpensive;  being  low,  they  may  be  wide,  say  6  feet  at 
least,  and  they  will  need  no  slide  or  tripping-bar.  Reference  is  intended  to  the  wick- 
ets of  the  Chanoine  system,  which  should  be  preferred  on  account  of  their  cheapness. 
The  Desfontaines  system  is  more  convenient,  but  the  first  cost  is  much  greater. 

The  surveys  of  the  pant  season  have  enabled  definite  locations  to  be  made  for  locks 
and  dams  Nos.  4  and  5,  the  former  at  the  foot  of  Cabin  Creek  Shoal,  and  the  latter 
about  a  mile  below  Brownstown,  near  the  head  of  Chatleston  Pool.  Lands  have  been 
purchased  at  both  sites,  and  both  locks  are  under  contract,  as  well  as  the  dam  at  No.  5. 

The  snrvevs  have  also  developed  the  fact  that  the  river-bed  is  underlaid  at  no  great 
depth  b^  a  ledge  of  rooks  lying  nearly  parallel  to  the  general  slope  of  the  river.  Its 
continuity  is  not  perfect;  but  it  is  so  general  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  find 
suitable  locations  for  all  the  works,  where  they  may  be  founded  upon  the  rock. 

The  levels  that  have  been  taken  show  the  changes  that  have  occurred  in  the  height 
of  surface  of  the  pools  in  the  past  twenty  years.  The  improvement  of  the  bars  by  in- 
creasing the  water-way  through  them,  Increasing  their  depth,  at  the  Fame  time  lowers 
the  surface  of  the  pool  above  it.  Thus,  Charleston  Pool  has  been  lowered  nearly  2  feet 
bv  th^  great  improvements  to  the  channel  at  Elk  Shoal ;  and  the  same  effect  is  observed 
at  other  points. 

^  As  a  type  of  the  low  lock  and  movable  dam,  a  description  is  introduced  of  No.  5,  at 
Brownstown,  some  eight  miles  above  Charleston,  now  under  coostruction.  The  lock, 
which  is  364  feet  in  total  length,  300  feet  between  hollow  quoins,  and  50  feet  in  clear 
width,  is  designed  to  pass  at  one  lockage  four  coal-barges  of  the  dimensions  usual  on 
the  Ohio  and  Kanawha  Rivers ;  that  is,  130  feet  long,  24  feet  wide,  and  drawing  6  feet 
of  water.  It  is  placed  in  the  river  as  near  to  its  left  bank  as  practicable,  while  giving 
a  good  entrance  and  exit  for  boats.  The  dam,  about  560  feet  long,  crosses  the  river  at 
right  angles  to  its  direction,  opposite  the  lower  abutment,  with  a  height  from  the  rook 
of  about  17  feet,  and  will  raise  the  water  nearly  11  feet  above  low  water.  The  pass 
adjoins  the  lock,  is  250  feet  wide,  and  its  floor  is  50  feet  long  in  the  direction  of  the 
stream.  The  pier  which  separates  the  pass  from  the  river  is  13.5  feet  wide,  48  feet  long, 
and  4  feet  higher  than  the  da  a.  The  right  bank  of  the  river  is  protected  by  a  masonry 
abutment  rising  10  feet  above  the  dam,  with  wings  extending  to  the  top  of  the  bank, 
above  the  reach  of  overflow. 

The  lock- walls  will  rest  upon  the  rock,  which  at  this  point  is  between  3  and  4  feet  lower 
than  the  miter-sills.  At  the  ends  (the  abntments  for  the  gates)  they  will  have  a  thick- 
ness of  16  feet ;  the  interior  faces  will  batter  one-fourth  of  an  inch  to  the  foot;  the  ex- 
terior faces  will  be  vertical  on  the  river  side,  while  the  backs  of  the  shore-wall  will 
batter  2  inches  to  the  foot.  Between  the  ends  or  abutments,  the  chamber- walls  are  12 
feet  thick  at  bottom  of  lock  and  5  feet  at  top,  the  whole  height  being  20  feet,  depth  of 
water  7  feet,  and  lift  of  the  lock  7  feet.  The  top  of  tho  look  is  therefore  6  feet  above 
the  top  of  the  dam. 

The  upper  and  lower  miter-sills  are  placed  at  the  same  level,  so  that,  by  opening  all 
the  gates,  the  lock  may  serve  as  an  extension  of  the  pass.  The  miter-sills  are  of  stone 
faced  with  timber;  the  floor  of  the  look  is  of  concrete  covered  with  plank,  except  a 
space  below  each  gate,  which  is  paved  with  dressed  stone.  Tho  angles,  hollow-qnoius, 
miter-sills,  coping,  &o.,  are  of  cut  stone;  the  rest  of  the  masonry  will  be  of  a  muoh 
cheaper  class,  although  not  inferior  in  fltness,  strength,  and  durability ;  all  to  be  laid 
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iu  the  best  inanuor  iu  hydraulic  cement.  The  chamber-walls  will  be  furnished  with 
rings  for  the  purpose  of  securing  boats.  The  locks  will  be  filled  and  emptied  through 
valves  in  the  gates,  in  addition  to  iron  culvert-pipes  passing  around  the  hollow  quoins. 
It  is  proposed  to  build  the  gates  of  iron  frames,  covered  with  a  sheathing  of  plank. 

In  the  lower  abutment  on  the  river-side  is  a  well  containing  the  gearing  for  tripping 
or  throwing  down  the  wickets  of  the  navigation  pass.  This,  as  well  as  the  chain 
wells  and  gearing  for  operating  the  gates,  is  contained  below  the  surface  of  the  coping 
and  covered  by  iron  plates  ;  for,  as  the  lock  will  be  submerged  iu  floods,  it  is  necessary 
that  no  machinery  or  framiug  shoiUd  be  exposed  on  top  of  the  walls. 

The  floor  of  the  pass  is  about  3  feet  above  the  rock  foundation.  It  is  formed  of  con- 
crete, supported  front  and  rear  by  timbers  framed  into  crib-work  ;  the  top  is  furnished 
with  large  timbers  arranged  to  hold  the  journals,  slides^  <&c.y  which  are  attached  to 
them,  and  paved  between  the  timbers  with  stone. 

The  wicket  is  a  wooden  frame  13  feet  6  inches  high  and  3  feet  8  inches  wide,  covered 
with  planks,  and  capable  of  revolving  about  an  axis  placed  at  the  middle  of  its  height. 
This  axis  is  formed  by  the  cross-head  of  an  iron  frame  or  horse,  which  is  itself  movable 
about  a  horizontal  axis  fixed  upon  the  floor. 

When  a  wicket  is  raised^  its  foot  rests  against  the  sill  of  the  floor ;  it«  horse  is  main- 
tained vertical  by  an  iron  prop,  the  foot  of  which  abutd  against  a  heurter,  an  iron 
abutting  piece  fiwtened  to  the  floor. 

The  wickets,  being  placed  side  by  side  across  the  current,  form  when  raised  a  dam 
to  close  the  pass.  A  movable  foot-bridge  is  constructed  up-stream,  across  the  pass,  to 
facilitate  the  operations  of  opening.  To  throw  down  or  open  a  wicket,  it  is  necessary 
to  pull  sidewise  the  foot  of  the  prop,  so  that  it  shall  slide  across  and  clear  of  the  foot 
of  the  heurter.  The  prop,  having  lost  it  support,  slides  upon  the  floor  down-stream ; 
the  horse  at  the  same  time  turns  about  its  axis  and  falls  upon  the  floor;  the  wicket 
follows  them,  and  covers  and  protects  the  other  pieces. 

If  there  were  no  water  upon  the  floor,  the  wicket  would  be  broken  by  the  fall,  but  a 
very  shallow  cushion  of  water  is  sufficient,  in  a  great  measure,  to  destroy  the  shock. 

The  foot  of  the  prop  is  pulled  away  from  the  heurter  by  means  of  the  tripping-bar, 
one  end  of  which  carries  a  rack,  gearing  into  a  pinion  in  the  well  in  the  lock-wall, 
worked  by  a  crank  on  top. 

To  raise  the  wicket,  the  lock-keeper  stands  upon  the  foot-bridge,  and  by  means  of  a 
portable  winch  pulls  up  a  chain  attached  to  the  foot  of  the  wicket.  The  wicket  rises, 
maintaining,  however,  a  position  nearly  horizontal.  It  offers,  therefore,  but  little 
resistance  to  the  current.  The  horse  and  the  prop  follow  its  ascent  until  the  foot  of  the 
latter,  passing  over  the  inclined  plane,  which  forms  the  top  of  the  heurter,  falls  in 
front  of  it,  at  the  same  time  that  the  horse  attains  a  vertical  position ;  the  axis  of  the 
wicket  is  now  in  its  final  position,  and  a  slight  push  on  the  foot  of  it,  or  even  the  slack- 
ing of  the  chain,  is  enough  to  cause  it  to' right  itself  and  bear  its  foot  against  the  sill. 

The  three  upper  locks  will  be  connected  with  fixed  or  permanent  dams,  and  will  be 
founded  upon  the  rock.  The  upper  miter-sills  will  rest  upon  breast-walls,  through 
which  the  filling-culverts  will  discharge.  The  dams  will  be  of  masonry,  with  aprons 
of  crib- work  filled  with  concrete  to  protect  from  scour  the  soft  rock  of  the  foundation. 
The  head-walls  of  the  lock  will  be  carried  up  to  a  sufficient  height  to  permit  their  being 
used  in  moderate  floods. 

The  locks,  with  movable  dams,  will  generally  be  founded  upon  the  rock.  They  have 
no  breast-walls,  but  both  ends  of  the  lock  are  upon  the  same  level,  so  that  it  may  be 
used  for  purposes  of  navigation  when  the  pass  is  open.  The  walls  extend  but  6  feet 
above  the  dam,  and  will  be  submerged  in  floods. 

When  rock  foundations  cannot  be  obtained  at  moderate  depths,  both  lock  and  dam 
will  be  built  upon  piles.  The  floor  of  the  lock  will  be  an  inverted  arch  to  withstand 
the  upward  pressure  of  the  water ;  the  floor  of  the  pass  will  be  a  heavy  bed  of  concrete 
on  piling,  and  filtration  will  be  prevented  by  rows  of  6heeii-x)iling  and  cross-walls  of 
concrete. 

The  cost  of  completing  the  improvement  on  the  present  plan  is  estimated,  after 
careful  revision,  at  $4,132,500.    But  it  is  proper  to  add  that  the  work  now  under  con- 
tract has  been  let  at  prices  very  much  below  those  used  in  the  estimate. 
Respectfully, 

Wm.   R.  HU'lTON. 

Col.  Wm.  p.  Craighill, 

Major  of  Engineers,  U,  S.  A. 

COMMUNICATION    TO    THE    PITTSBURGH    COMMKRCIAL    RELATIVE    TO  THE  OHIO  RIVKR 

IMPROVEMENT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Pitteburgh  Commercial : 

Great  public  improvements  are  rarely  accomplished  without  violent  opposition,  and 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  most  strenuous  opponents  are  usually  those  who  iu  the  end 
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derive  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  measores  tbey  oppose.  When  agricultural  imple- 
mente  began  to  be  introduced,  farm  laborers,  led  by  farmers,  destroyed  the  machines 
and  held  public  meetings  to  denounce  whoever  favored  their  introduction.  Planing- 
mills  were  opposed  by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary.  Canals,  when  projected,  have  been 
denonnced  by  wagon nrs,  and  railroads,  in  their  turn,  by  the  canal-men  and  their 
associated  interests.  Railroads  have  been  threatened  with  annihilation  lest  they  might 
destroy  the  market  for  horse^feed,  or  carry  fright  and  death  among  the  farmers'  herds. 
It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  obstructives  and  croakers  in  snch  cases  are  con- 
sciously instigated  by  bad  motives;  on  the  contrary,  a  minority  of  them  sincerely  be- 
lieve their  rights  and  living  endangered.  In  most  cases  they  are  blinded  by  the  ex- 
travagant declamations  of  a  few  over-confident  and  mistaken  leaders,  whose  wild 
assertions  and  groundless  predictions  they  mistake  lor  facts  and  arguments. 

THE  MONONGAHELA  NAVIGATION 

was  built  in  tbe  face  of  bitter  opposition  from  the  flatboat-men  and  farmers  along 
shore.  *^  It  is  a  rtmarkable  fact,"  nays  one  of  the  early  reports,  "  that  with  so  many 
unanswerable  arguments  to  recommend  it  to  and  enforce  it  upon  the  public  attention, 
no  work  in  the  country  has  ever  encountered  greater  obstacles  than  this.  Instead  of 
being,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  fostered  by  our  citizens,  and  hailed  by  tbe  Mononga- 
hela  Valley  as  a  blessing  to  themselves,  it  met  with  notning  but  the  most  chilling  re- 
gards from  the  one  or  the  most  determined  hostility  from  the  other.'' 
It  was  declared  that  the  obstructions  and  tolls  would  extinguish 

THE  COAL-TRADE 

and  destroy  the  value  of  coal-lands,  and  insnfi^erable  delays  and  expenses  caused  by  the 
locks  would  ruin  the  river  for  steamers.  As  tbe  result  of  tbe  improvement  tbe  coal- 
trade  has  increased  since  its  construction  from  400,000  bushels  to  63,707,500  bushels, 
and  the  increased  value  of  the  lands  has  been  many  times  more  than  tbe  entire  cost  of 
improvement.  As  to  delays  to  steamers  on  account  of  tbe  locks,  Capt.  E.  Bennett,  the 
most  experienced  boatman  on  the  river  said,  '*  Tbe  time  of  running  the  fifty -five  miles, 
including  tbe  passing  of  the  four  locks,  varies  from  five  and  one-quarter  to  six  honrs 
(9  to  10^  miles  an  hour,  including  the  delays,)  by  different  boats,''  not  including  stop- 
pages for  freight  and  passengers. 

'*I  do  not  recollect  coming  up  from  Pittsburgh  to  Brownsville  before  the  completion 
of  tbe  slack-water  in  le»s  than  twelve  hours,  and  frequently  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
four/'  Tbe  uniform  depth  and  tbe  absence  of  current  far  more  than  compensate  for 
tbe  delays  of  tbe  locks. 

COLONEL  MERRILL'S  PLAN. 

The  plan  for  tbe  improvement  of  the  Ohio  is  the  result  of  2)0  years'  additional  stndy 
and  experience  of  tbe  best  engineers  of  tbe  world,  and  is  infinitely  superior  to  the 
Monongabela  navigation ;  nevertheless,  opposition  is  the  fate  of  every  improvement 
and  must  be  encountered  and  overcome  by  this  one  also. 

We  could  hardly  expect  tbe  owners  of  an  $80,000  tow-boat  to  be  pleased  at  first 
blush  with  an  improvement  which  will  enable  a  $4,000  or  $5,000  tug  with  its  barges 
by  running  safely  all  the  ye-ur  round,  carrying  coal  down  and  freight  up,  to  be  a  suc- 
cessful competitor,  and  this  is  one  of  tbe  results  anticipated  from  the  improvement. 

A  memorial  to  Congress,  which  I  have  seen  to-day,  states  that  only  one  interest  of 
tbe  vast  commerce  oi  tbe  Ohio  is  opposed  to  tbe  improvement,  and  that  only  in  parti 
Having  knowledge  that  some  of  tbe  parties  are  in  opposition  only  from  a  misunder- 
standing of  tbe  subject,  let  mo  endeavor/ to  describe  the  plans  and  manner  of  working^ 
as  they  present  themselves  to  my  mind,  and  their  effect  upon  navigation. 

1.  A  lock  is  to  be  erected  on  one  side  of  the  river,  tbe  ourer  wall  of  which  will  be  770 
feet  long,  parallel  with  the  current,  and  forming  one  side  of  tbe  navigation-pass. 

2.  Opposite  to  the  middle  of  tbe  lock,  extending  out  from  tbe  other  side  of  the 
river,  is  a  permanent  dam  or  weir  of  a  proper  height,  which  reaches  a  point  400  fe^t 
from  tbe  wall,  leaving  a  channel  or  navigation-pass  between  tbe  dam  and  the  wall  400 
feet  wide  and  as  deep  as  the  present  river-bed. 

3.  The  navigation-pass  has  a  system  of  gates  or  wickets  capable  of  being  raised  so 
as  to  close  it  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  convert  tbe  navigation  into  slack-water. 

4.  In  order  that  the  permanent  part  of  the  dam  may  make  the  least  possible  ob- 
stniction  to  the  water  in  times  of  unusual  floods,  and  that  it  may  be  used  in  regulating 
tbe  depth  in  the  navigable  pass,  it  is  made  very  low  and  capable  of  being  increased  in 
height  when  needed  by  a  similar  arrangement  of  wickets. 

Thus  in  all  high  and  moderate  stages  of  water  there  will  be  a  clear  unobstructed 
channel  400  feet  wide.  When  tbe  water  has  fallen  below  the  minimum  depth  fixed 
upon  for  the  navigation — say  6  feet — the  wickets  in  tbe  pa^s  will  be  raised,  and  there 
will  be  until  the  next  rise  a  slack-water  navigation  in  the  river. 
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This  method  has  been  in  sucoessfal  operation 

ON  THE  SEINE 

and  other  French  rivers  for  years  without  any  serioas  accident  or  failure.  There  are 
navigation-passes  on  the  Seine  '230  feet  wide  and  locks  615  by  40  f^^t.  The  barges  on 
the  Seine  are  about  the  size  of  those  on  the  Ohio,  though  the  fleets  are  somewhat 
smaller.  The  Ohio  being  a  larger  stream,  bearing  larger  fleets,  the  navigable  passes 
and  locks  are  correspondiogly  enlarged ;  and  thir)  being  the  only  difference  from  the 
plan  in  successful  operation,  to  assert  that  ^^  it  will  not  work"  is  simply  a  waste  of 
words. 

The  width  of  the  open  navigable  pass  is  only  120  feet  less  than  that  of  the  pass  now 
being  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River,  aad  is  100  feet  wider  than  the 
chtinnel  between  the  piers  of  the  Steubenville  bridge.  It  is  320  feet  wider  than  an 
average  coal-fleet,  nearly  300  feet  wider  than  the  widest  and  nearly  double  the  width 
of  the  present  wing-dam  channels  which  they  will  supersede. 

The  operation  of  this 

SYSTEM  UPON  THE  OHIO 

will  not  only  leave  the  river  free  for  the  present  method  of  nayigation  upon  floods, 
but  it  will  increase  the  length  of  time  daring  which  the  flood  will  be  available.    This 
I  will  expbiin  as  well  as  I  can  in  the  absence  of  drawings. 
On  the  French  rivers  when  the  water  is  high 

\ 

THE  NAVIGABLE  PASS 

is  open  and  all  the  wickets  on  the  low  part  of  the  permanent  dam  are  down.  When 
the  water  falls  to  the  minimum  depth  required  for  the  navigation  there  is  still  several 
feet  running  over  the  low  permanent  daui  or  weir,  and  the  lockmen  then  begin  to  raise 
the  wickets  on  the  weir  at  the  shore  end.  Each  day  they  raise  whatever  number  may 
be  necessary  to  turn  the  additional  amount  of  water  into  the  navigable  pass  whicH 
may  be  neeided  to  keep  up  the  required  depth.  When  all  the  water  of  the  river  is  thus 
made  to  go  through  the  pass,  and  ic  still  continues  to  fall,  they  begin  to  close  the  main 
wickets  day  by  day  as  fast  as  is  necessary  to  keep  up  the  depth  in  the  navigable  pass 
by  contracting  the  width.  Thus  they  keep  open  the  gap,  gradually  narrowing  its  limit-s, 
as  long  as  it  can  be  run  with  safety  to  the  works;  then  close  it,  and  use  the  locks  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  low  water.  Let  us  see  how  this  would  affect  the  Ohio.  I  have 
before  me,  ii^the  engineer's  report  for  1871,  a  table  showing  the 

DAILY  STAGE  OF  THE  WATER 

by  the  Pittsbnrgh  gauge  for  the  year  1868,  aboat  an  average  year.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  there  was — 

8  feet  and  over,  65  days  in  the  year. 
6  feet  and  over,  1.53  days  in  the  year. 
Between  5  and  6  feet,  44  days  in  the  year. 
Between  4  and  5  feet,  31  days  in  the  year. 
Under  8  feet,  300  days. 
Under  6  feet,  212  days. 
Under  5  feet,  168  days. 

It  must  be  evident  to  even  a  casual  observer  of  the  Ohio  that,  if  the  quantity  of 
water  which  flows  in  the  open  river  to  make  a  6-foot  stage  could  be  concentrated  into 
a  pass  only  400  feet  wide,  it  would  increase  the  depth  in  the  pass  to  an  amount  pro- 
portionate to  its  volnme  and  velocity.  So  also  the  water  which  makes  a  5-foot  stage 
in  the  open  river. 

Applying  this  plain  fact,  we  find  that  if  by  raising  the  wickets  on  the  permanent 
part  of  the  dam  during  a  6-foot  stage  and  turning  all  the  water  into  the  navigable 
pass,  and  the  depth  of  the  pass  would  be  increased  only  2  feet,  there  would  be  H  feet 
in  the  channel  for  153  days  instead  o/65  days,  as  now.  If  concentrating  the  water  when 
there  is  5  to  6  feet  would  raise  it  in  the  pass  from  1  inch  to  1  foot,  we  would  have  an 
open  6-foot  navigation  197  days  instead  of  153  as  now. 

By  raising  halfthe  wickets  in  the  navigable  pass  and  reducing  the  width  200  feet  as  the 
water  begins  to  sink  to  the  4-foot  stage,  the  6-foot  open  navigation  could  probablv  be 
continned31  days  longer,  increasing  the  197  days  to  228  days,  and  leaving  but  137  days 
daring  which  the  locks  would  be  necessary  for  navigation.    Thns  we  would  get  an 

48e 
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"Untniproved  river.  Narimbte  pass. 
Days.  Dayi. 

Depth,  8  feet  and  over 65  153 

Depth,  6  feet  and  over 153  1^ 

By  narrowing  the  pass 228 

To  make  these  fignres  mathematically  correct  wonld  require  intricate  calculations 
and  measurements  involving  velocity,  currents,  &c.,  but  they  are  accurate  enough  for 
illustration,  and  approach  very  near  to  what  will  be  realized  from  the  proposed  method 
of  improvement. 

They  show  that  the  Ohio  can  have  a  practically  unobstructed  channel  for  navigation 
6  feet  deep  and  over  for  228  days  in  the  year,  and  slack-water  with  convenient  and 
capacious  locks  the  remainder  of  the  time,  during  the  greater  part  of  which  it  is  now 
unnavigable. 

F.  R.  B. 

Pittsburgh,  February  19, 1676. 


REPORT  ON  THE  SURVEY  OF  THE   SUMMIT-LEVEL,  BY  MR.  E.   LORRAINE,  PRINCIPAL 
ASSISTANT  ENGINEER  OF  THE  JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  CANAL. 

Richmond,  January  20, 1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the  survey  of  the 
summit-level  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  made  under  your  iustnictious 
dated  April  7, 1851,  and  in  accordance  with  subsequeut  instructious  received  from  time 
to  time  in  the  field  aud  by  correspondence.  ^ 

The  object  of  the  survey  was  to  ascertain  the  practicability  and  cost  of  supplying 
with  water  the  summit  level  of  the  canal.  A  survey  for  this  purpose  was  made  in  the 
year  1827  by  Capt.  William  G.  McNeill,  of  the  United  States  Topographical  Engineers, 
by  whom  it  was  pronounced  practicable  to  feed  from  the  Greenbrier.  As  his  plan, 
however,  involved  the  adoption  of  a  tunnel  five  miles  long  through  the  Greenbrier 
Mountain,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  make  a  further  examination  of  the  Greenbrier 
and  its  tributaries  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  practicable  to  feed  from  the  Greenbrier 
and  at  the  same  time  dispense  with  the  long  tunnel. 

The  survey  was  commenced  at  the  eastern  base  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  yrhere  it 
was  connected  with  station  1093,  the  terminating  point  of  a  survey  of  the  line  of  canal 
from  Covington  westward,  made  under  your  direction.by  John  £.  Mills,  esq.,  in  the  fall 
of  1850.  Having  established  the  summit-level,  as  directed  by  you,  at  an  e  ovation  of 
696  feet  above  the  level  of  Jackson's  River  at  Covington,  and  1,916  feet  above  tide,  a 
location  was  made  for  the  tunnel  through  the  Alleghany  to  the  point  where  the  plaue 
of  the  summit-level  intersects  the  western  base  of  the  mouutAin,  in  the  valley  of  Tuck- 
ahoe  Creek.  From  this  point  I  traced  a  line  for  a  feeder  along  the  eastern  side  of  the 
South  and  Middle  Forks  of  Howard's  Creek,  crossing  over  the  Middle  Fork  to  the  North 
Fork;  then  crossing  the  North  Fork  and  running  down  its  western  margin  along  the 
bafie  of  Greenbrier  Mountain,  and  around  the  south  point  of  that  mountain  to  the  eatitem 
side  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  aud  thence  up  the  Greenbrier.  This  line  was  traced  with 
great  care  for  about  nineteen  miles  up  Greenbrier  River,  when  the  impracticability  of 
feeding  from  Greenbrier  by  drawing  the  water  from  any  pond  that  might  be  formed 
upon  this  level  became  so  evident,  for  reasons  that  will  be  hereafter  stated,  that,  after 
advisement  with  you,  the  location  of  the  feeder-line  was  abandoned.  The  levels  and. 
compass-line,  however,  were  contluued  up  that  river  to  the  Droop  Mountain  or  the 
mouth  of  Spice  Run,  a  distance  of  fifty-six  miles  from  the  summit-level,  and  i^boat 
fortv  miles  up  the  Greenbrier  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek. 

The  Greenbrier  River  is  bordered  by  mountains  which  generally  slope  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  with  occasionally  a  narrow  strip  of  low  grounds  intervening  between 
the  base  of  the  mountain  and  the  river.  The  sides  of  the  mountain  have  a  general 
in'clination  of  from  25^  to  35^,  and  not  unfrequently  of  45^.  From  Greenbrier  Bridse 
for  19  miles  up  the  river  ^they  are  covered  with  loose  rock,  in  many  places  perfectly 
bare  of  soil,  and  from  6  to  10  feet  deep,  measuring  vertically.  A  feeder-canal  ecu- 
Btructed  in  such  a  locality  would  require  very  high  walls  on  one  side,  for  which  it 
wonld  be  difiicult  to  procure  a  substantial  foundation,  and  on  the  other  side,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  slope,  a  great  extent  of  the  surface  of  the  hill  would  have  to  be 
removed.  The  whole  of  the  bottom  and  the  sides  up  to  the  water-liue  would  have  to 
be  lined  with  paddle,  which  could  only  be  procured  from  a  great  distance,  and  gen- 
erally from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  hauled  up  a  steep  hill,  upon  an  average 
of  150  feet  above  the  river:  and  then  after  the  feeder  was  constructed,  in  the  meet 
substantial  manner,  it  would  be  liable  to  be  swept  away  by  ^ides  of  eaith,  stones,  and 
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ot  toe  leeder  wonia  be  uoont  b.5  miles,  wbioli  migbt  be  snortetiea  to  ol  miles  by  tne 
arloptloD  of  Captain  McNeill's  5-mlle  tunnel,  or  to  43  roi1e8  by  the  adoption  of  a  tunnel 
2f  miles  long  turouith  the  Greenbrier  Monntain,  opposite  the  White  Sulphur  Springs. 
With  either  of  these  tunnels  the  general  character  of  the  feeder  would  ba,  as  above  de- 
scribed, ditficnlt  to  be  made  subs'antial,  and  extremely  costly.  Those  are  the  consid- 
eratious  which  led  to  an  abandonment  of  the  plan  of  supplying  the  summit-level  by 
means  of  a  freder  from  the  Greenbrier. 

Having  concluded  the  survey  of  the  Greenbrier,  my  attention  was  directed,  by  par- 
ticular instructions  from  you,  to  the  other  streams  which  are  so  abundant  in  that 
mountain  region,  with  a  view  of  testing  their  availableness  as  feeders.  The  most  prom- 
inent of  these  are  Anthony's  Creek,  Little  Creek,  th»)  Middle  and  N'»rth  Forks  of  How- 
aT^d's  Creek,  and  the  South  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  or  Tuckahre  Creek.  The  first  in 
rank  of  these  htreams  is  Anthony's  Creek,  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  Greenbrier.  It  is 
25  miles  long  from  its  monih  to  its  source,  aod  is  fed  by  Little  Creek,  and  three  prin- 
cipxl  branches  which  unite  about^  15  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  also  innumerable 
smaller  streams  and  springs  which  issue  from  the  bides  of  the  mountains  by  which  it 
is  .bound. 

About  8  miles  above  its  mouth  there  is  a  place  called  the  "  Narrows,"  where  the 
creek  has  forced  its  way  through  a  steep  and  narrow  gorge  of  the  mountain,  and  above 
which  the  raouutaius  diverge,  and  the  stream  runs  through  a  beautiful  valley  about;  a 
half-mile  wide.  This  place  was  s-^lected  as  a  site  for  a  mound,  which,  when  thr^iwn 
across  this  narrow  point,  will  effectually  arrest  the  water  that  flows  down  the  creek, 
and  convert  the  valley  above  into  a  magoiHcent  reservoir  9  miles  long  and  46  mile^ 
aronnd,  with  an  average  width  of  one-half  of  a  mile,  a  (•uperficial  area  of  2,753  acres, 
and  a  mean  depth  of  60  feet.  The  mound  for  this  re^^ervoir  will  be  126  feet  high  and 
395  feet  long.  In  order  to  avail  ourselves  of  this  immense  body  of  water,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  mountain-ridge  which  separates  the  southern  border  of  the  reservoir 
from  the  valley  of  Howard's  Creek  bhall  be  pierced  by  a  tunnel  2^  miles  long.  The 
level  of  the  bottom  of  this  tunnel  will  be  30  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the 
reservoir.  It  passes  for  its  entire  length  through  a  black-nlate  rock  of  easy  excavation, 
and  as  it  will  only  be  nece-sary  to  be  made  just  large  enough  to  be  advantageously 
worked,  it  cannot  be  considered  an  obstacle  of  any  serious  importance.  After  passing 
through  this  tunnel,  tne  water  from  the  reservoir  will  flow  down  the  bed  of  Dry  Creek, 
and  at  the  narrow  gorge  where  it  enters  into  the  valley  of  the  North  Fork  of  How- 
ard's Creek,  a  dam  300  feet  long  and  20  feet  high  will  have  to  be  constructed  t,o  stop 
the  water  and  turn  it  by  a  t unuel  200  yards  long  iuto  the  valley  of  the  Middle  Fork  of 
Howard^s  Creek,  aftc^r  which  it  will  be  conduct-ed  by  a  feeder  canal  2.8  of  a  mile  long, 
of  a  cheap  aud  easy  construction,  to  tht)  summit-level. 

In  the  valley  of  Little  Creek,  there  will  also  be  a  reservoir,  the  water  from  which 
will  be  conducted  by  a  feed^^r  of  4.3  miles  long  into  the  Anthony  Creek  reservoir.  The 
monn<l  of  this  reservoir  wilt  be  690  fe«t  loog  and  40  feet  high.  The  area  of  the  reser- 
voir will  be  127  acres,  and  the  depth  of  available  waier  20  feet. 

Upon  the  north  or  main  fork  of  Howard's  Creek  there  will  be  two  repervoirs ;  tho 
lower  one  of  which  is  called  the  Howard's  Creek  reservoir,  will  be  made  by  a  mound, 
1,180  feet  long  and  50  feet  high.  Its  area  will  be  156  acref,  and  depth  of  available 
water  25  feet.  The  nppt^r  one  is  called  the  Jericho  reservoir,  the  mound  for  which 
will  be  222  feet  long  and  63  feet  high,  its  area  92  acres,  aud  mean  depth  21  feet ;  all 
the  wat-erof  which  can  be  drawn  off  into  the  lower  nservoir  whenever  it  may  be  re- 
quired. The  water  from  these  two  reservoirs  will  be  conducted  by  a  feeder-canal, 
1,800  feet  long,  into  the  potd  formed  by  the  dam  acioss  Dry  Creek,  where  it  will  con- 
nect with  the  water  from  Anthony's  Creek. 

The  ii'th  and  last  reservoir  is  that  upon  Tnckahoe  Creek.  This  reservoir  is  formed 
by  a  m<mnd  589  feet  long  and  85  ieet  high;  its  aiea  is  159  acres,  and  mt  an  depth  of 
available  water  30  feet.  The  localities  of  these  reservoirs  and  feeders  will  be  more 
fully  understood  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  map. 

Under  the  mounds  of  all  the  reservoirs  adequate  provision  has  been  made,  conform- 
able with  your  direction,  for  culverts  which  will  allow  the  waters  of  tbe  creeks  to  pass 
off'  during  the  construction  of  the  mounds,  and  obviate  all  annoyances  and  danger  to 
the  work  in  time  of  freshets.  After  the  reservoirs  are  filled,  these  culverts,  with  the 
appepdages  of  pipes  and  gates,  will  be  used  for  drawing  off  the  water  as  required,  for  . 
the  purpose  of  feeding  ttie  canal,  or  for  drawing  it  all  off,  if  necesMary,  for  repairs. 

Having  given  the  above  brief  deacripcion  of  the  general  plan  of  the  reseivoirs,  the 
next  thiiig  lo  be  considered  is  the 

SUPPLY  OF  WATER. 

In  conformity  with  the  principles  laid  down  by  you,  I  shall  first  enter  into  a  calcula- 
tion of  the  supply  of  water  which  will  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  and  then 
into  a  calculation  of  the  supply  that  will  be  afforded  by  the  reservoirs. 

The  whole  length  of  the  canal  to  be  supplied  entirely  by  the  reservoirs  wouM  be  that 
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taken  id  as  a  leeaer^  ana  tne  pome  on  toe  wescern  aiae  ot  tue  snntmib  wnere  nowara's 
Creek  is  taken  in  as  a  feeder,  a  distance  of  about  9  miles.  Bat  as  the  supply  from 
Howard^s  Creek  -will  he  considerably  diminished  by  the  quantity  of  water  which  will 
be  shut  off  by  the  reservoir  above,  we  will  not  consider  Howard's  Creek  as  affordini; 
any  supply  at  all,  except  what  is  obtained  from  its  reservoirs.  It  should,  however,  be 
borne  in  mind  that  this  will  be  a  most  liberal  deduction  from  our  actual  supply,  espe- 
cially duriufT  the  wiuter  mouths,  when  this  creek  is  full,  and  would  be  a  most  important 
auxiliary.  The  length  of  canal  then  which  we  will  assume  as  supplied  by  the  reser- 
voirs in  all  that  portion  included  between  the  point  where  Dunlap's  Creek  is  taken  in 
and  the  Greenbrier  River,  a  distance  of  15-i^  miles.  After  the  prism  of  the  canal 
shall  have  been  tilled;  the  yearly  supply  which  will  be  demanded  from  the  reservoirs 
will  be  a  quantity  snilScient  to  supply  the  loss  by  leakage  through  the  locks  and 
evaporation  and  filtration  from  the  canal,  and  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  passage 
of  the  boats  through  the  locks  of  the  summit-level. 

From  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Fisk  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  loss  by 
leakage  through  the  locks,  which  are  of  the  same  size  as  ours,  amounted  to  62  cubic 
feet  per  minute,  and  the  monthly  loss  upon  the  same  canal  from  evaporation  and  filtra- 
tion was  about  trwice  the  quantity  of  wa»ter  contained  in  it.  The  whole  quantity,  then, 
lost  upon  our  canal  would  be,  according  to  Mr.  Fisk's  experiments,  59  cubic  feet  per 
minute  for  each  mile.  According  to  Mr.  Jervis's  experiments  (*n  the  Erie  Canal,  the 
total  loss  from  evaporation,  tiltration,  and  leakage  through  the  gates  is  about  100  cubic 
feet  per  minute  for  each  mile.  Let  us,  then,  assume  the  highest  of  these  quantities  as 
our  standard.  The  portion  of  the  canal  occupied  by  the  tunnel  and  its  approaches 
being  through  solid  rock,  would  be  subjected  to  no  leakage,  and  not  as  muuh  Ions. by 
evaporation  as  would  be  supplied  by  subterranean  springs,  and  i",  therefore,  excluded 
from  this  calcnlatioo,  leaving  the  entire  length  of  the  canal  subject  to  filtration  and 
evaporation  11^  miles.  The  loss,  then,  by  leakage,  filtration,  and  evaporation  would 
be  1,180  cubic  feet  per  minute,  or  1,699,200  cubic  feet  per  diem. 

In  making  the  estimate  for  the  quantity  of  water  consumed  in  passing  the  boats 
through  the  locks,  let  us  assume  that,  the  canal  shall  enjoy  a  full  trade,  and  the  boat 4 
pass  through  the  locks  at  the  summit  as  fast  as  pot^sible.  The  average  time  of  a  boat 
passing  a  lock  of  10  feet  lift  is  about  6  minutes,  or  about  940  boats  p»r  diem.  Assum- 
ing a  lull  trade,  we  must  also  assume  a  fair  alternation  of  boats  passing  the  summit- 
level,  which  would  allow  li  prisms  of  lift  to  each  boat,  or  360  locks  full  of  water  per 
diem,  which,  for  locks  of  10-feet  lift,  would  amount  to  5,400,000  cubic  feet  per  diem. 
Add  to  this  quantity  1,699,200  cubic  feet,  the  quantity  lost  by  leakage,  filtration,  and 
evaporation,  and  we  have  7,099,200  cubic  feet,  or  262,933  cubic  yards,  per  diem  as  the 
quantity  of  water  necessary  to  navigate  the  canal  with  a  full  trade. 

To  arrive  at  the  amount  of  water  that  will  be  available  to  supply  the  above  demand, 
we  must  estimate  the  quantity  that  will  be  supplied  by  the  rain  falling  npou  the  area 
of  country  drained  by  the  several  streams  upK>n  which  the  reservoirs  are  to  be  cou- 
structed.  For  this  purpose  rain-gauges  have  been  kept  at  points  bordering  npoo  the 
said  streams,  and  the  results  of  observations  of  four  ebusecutive  years  have  been 
recorded.  An  accurate  survey  of  the  area  of  the  country  drained  was  made  under  my 
direction  during  the  last  summer,  in  which  the  whole  outline  of  the  basin  of  each 
stream  extending  along  the  top  ridges  of  the  Alleghany  and  its  spurs  was  carefully 
traced.  From  the  above  data  the  average  quantity  of  rain  wiiich  tails  per  annum  can 
be  easily  obtained ;  and  after  making  the  proper  deduction  for  evaporation  and  absorp- 
tion, we  arrive  at  the  quantity  of  available  water  which  the  streams  afford.  But  as  this 
supply  is  not  constant,  but  variable,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  regulated.  For 
this  purpose  mounds  must  be  constructed  at  convenient  points  across  these  streams, 
whicii  will  dam  them  up  and  form  large  reservoirs,  from  which  the  supply  requisite  for 
the  navigation  of  the  canal  can  be  drawn  off  at  pleasure.  To  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  water  which  these  reservoirs  will  sontain,  an  accurate  survey  was  made  of  their 
superficial  extent,  after  which  croes-sections  of  their  depth  were  taken  at  every  con- 
siderable variation  in  the  ground  with  the  angles  of  the  hill-side  at  every  station  of 
100  feet.  Each  reservoir  was  then  divided  into  a  number  of  fields,  the  superficial  and 
cubic  contents  of  which  were  separately  calculated. 

The  area  of  the  country  drained  into  these  respective  streams  is  as  follows : 

Aoreow 

Into  Anthony's  Creek 65,160 

Into  Little  Creek 5,634 

Into  Howard's  Creek 20,196 

lu  to  Tuckahoe  Creek 9,522 

Total 100,512 

or  157  square  miles. 

The  result  of  the  rain-gauges  at  Anthony's  Creek  is  an  average  of  37  inches  per  an- 
nuui,  und  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  3b  inches  per  annum,  giving  a  general  average 
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anDuin,  or  iy6nn,ty4t  cuoic  yara^  per  uiem.  ine  anouai  aram-it^e  iroin  a  given  area 
depends  upon  the  ctimate  and  the  topoj;;raphical  aod  ideological  featu  -en  of  the  coautry. 
From  extensive  experiments  made  by  Mr.  Charles  El  let,  jr.,  upon  the  Ohio  River,  which 
are  recorded  in  his  *'  Physical  G-^ography  of  the  Mi«iHHippi  Valley/'  he  basa^ertaiued 
that  the  annnal  drainage  in  that  section  of  country  is  40  percenn.  of  the  rain  than  falls. 
In  other  localities  it  in  found  to  be  50,  and  as  much  as  60  per  cent.  The  country  sur- 
rounding the  snmmit-1-vel  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal  is  all  mouotaiuous. 
The  sides  of  the  mouotains  are  geuerriily  steep  and  but  Bcantily  covered  with  soil, 
offering  every  facility  for  a  rapid  discharge  of  the  water  which  falls  upon  it«  surface. 
When  we  take  into  consideration  the  diffcsrence  between  this  country  and  that  which 
is  drained  by  the  Ohio  River,  the  latter  consisting  principally  of  gen  tie -slop  s^  we  are 
warranted  in  tbe  conclusion  that  its  annual  drainage  must  be  by  tar  the  greater  of  Che 
two,  and  even  greater  than  any  of  the  above  estimates. 

From  observations  made  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Jervis,  in  reference  to  tbe  reservoirs  for  the 
Chenango  Canal  in  tbe  State  of  New  York,  it  appears  that,  in  that  l(»cality,  about 
two  fifths  (or  40  per  cent.)  of  tQe  quantity  of  rain  may  be  collected  for  the  supply  of 
a  reservoir.  We  will  put  it,  therefore,  at  the  low  estihiate  of  40  per  cent.,  which  will 
leave  555,450  cubic  yards  per  diem  as  its  drainage,  and  the  quantity  that  may  be  col- 
lected in  reservoirs,  or  more  than  twice  as  much  as  would  be  required  for  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  canal.  By  a  proper  distributiou  of  r-^s^rvoirs  ne^Arly  the  whole  of  this 
quantity  of  water  might  be  collected  and  retained  for  future  use.  But,  as  all  of  it 
would  not  b^requiied,  it  is  ouly  proposed  to  construct  a  few  reservoirs  in  the  mosC 
.  advantageous  localities,  where  narrow  passages  through  the  mountains  suddenly  ex- 
pand into  spacious  vaheys.  and  where  short  and  high  mounds  thrown  up  at  no  great 
expense,  across  tbe  narrow  gorges,  will  shut  up  large  bodits  of  water,  which  can  be 
drawn  oif  and  used  at  pleasure. 

The*  following  table  will  show  tbe  area  and  cubic  contents  of  these  reservoirs,  and 
the  annual  drainage  into  each  of  them : 


Reservoirs. 

*S 
1  « 

H 
f 

II 
Is 

p 

1 

h 

< 

Ill 

Forty  per  cent,  of 
raiu   allowed   for 
drainage. 

Anthony's  Creek 

2,7.'>3 
127 
248 
159 

109, 189. 130 
3,  013.  856 
9. 276.  410 
7. 693.  404 

65,160 
5,654 
6,  750 
9,522 

324. 099,  758 
28, 122,  46rt 
33.  573.  870 
47. 361,  539 

129. 639,  903 
11.248,9o7 
13,  429,  548 

Little  Creek  

Howard's  and  Jericho 

Tuckahoe 

1«,  944.  616 

Total 

3,287 

129, 172,  860 

87,086 

433, 157,  635 

173,263,054 

From  an  inspection  of  the  above  table,  it;  will  be  se^n  that  the  quantity  of  water 
asHunied  to  be  available),  and  proponed  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  is 
173,268,054  cubic  yards  per  auunm.  From  this  quantity  should  be  deducted  the  annual 
loss  from  evaporation  and  leakage  of  the  reservoirs  and  feeders.  We  will  put  down 
the  annujil  evaporation  from  the  reservoirs  at  Smeatou's  estimate  of  36  inches;  but  60 
])er  cent,  of  the  annnal  tall  of  ram,  or  22  inches,  having  been  already  allowed  to  pass 
olf  by  evaporation  and  absorption,  in  which  the  rain  falling  upon  the  surface  of  the 
res-'rvoirb  is  included,  only  the  difference  between  that  quantity  and  36  inches,  or  14 
inches,  should  be  allowed  for  evaporation.  The  allowance  for  leakage  and  absorptiou 
in  the  reservoirs  should  be  limited  to  the  quantity  of  leakage  through  the  mounds. 
There  can  be  no  leakage  or  absorption  or  filtration  in  the  rei)erv«iirs  themselves,  for 
after  the  water  has  passed  through  and  saturated  the  thin  overlying  stratum  of  soil, 
it  would  reach  thu  impenetrable  rock,  and  then  it  would  have  to  stop  ;  there  could  be 
no  further  absorptio<i  or  filtration. 

We  will  then  ouly  con>ider  the  leakage  through  the  mounds,  and  for  this  purpose  we 
will  suppose  each  mound  to  be  the  bank  of  a  canal  of  30  feet  bottom,  and  that  the  contents 
of  such  a  canal  would  pass  through  its  banks  once  in  fifteen  days,  or  as  ther'^  would  be 
but  one  bank,  onct*  in  a  mouth  such  an  allowance  for  all  the  reservoii-s  would  be  equal 
to  40  inches  of  their  surface  annually,  which,  addfd  to  14  inches,  gives  54  inches  as  the 
whole  de<luctiou  for  evapora lion  and  filtration  in  the  reservoirs,  equal  to  23,863,620 
cubic  yards  per  annum.  For  evaporation  and  filtration  in  the  feeders,  allow  that  each 
f  etdtr  will  lose  the  whole  of  its  prism  of  water  once  in  every  fifteen  days.     This  for 
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7|  milefi  of  feeder,  with  an  area  of  cross-sectioD  of  58.50  squtire  feet,  will  amonnt  to 
2,051,200  cubic  yards  per  aoDum.    Wo  Lave  then  for  dedactiou  : 

Cubic  yards. 

For  evaporation  and  filtration  in  the  reservoirs 23,  H63, 620 

For  evaporation  and  filtration  in  feeders 2, 051, 200 

Total 25,914,820 

Which  deducted  from  total  supply 173,263,054 

Leaves  for  available  water,  per  annnm .*. . .  147, 34ri,  234 

Or,  per  diem 403,694 

The  quantity  estimated  as  required  being,  per  diem 262,933 

We  have  a  surplus  of  water,  per  diem,  over  demand,  equal  to 140, 761 

In  maklnfi^  the  above  calculations,  we  have  exact  data  for  the  area  of  drainage  and 
Ihe  downfall  of  rain.  The  allowances  made  for  the  drainage  and  for  losses  by  evapo- 
ration and  liltrati(»n  in  the  canal,  reservoirs,  and  feeders,  are  based  npon  careful  obstr- 
vations  and  esperinients  made  by  distinguished  engineers  in  this  country  and  in 
England.  In  adopting  this  basis,  however,  it  will  be  observed  that  we  have  not 
availed  onrselves  of  the  highest  or  lowest  estimates  which  would  best  suit  our  pur- 
pose, or  even  of  an  average,  but  have  been  contented  'to  assume  the  lowest  for  the 
amount  of  drainage,  and  the  highest  for  the  evaporation,  filtration,  and  leakage.  Still 
we  have  the  large  surplus  of  140,761  cubic  yards  per  diem,  or  more  than  one-half  of 
the  required  supply.  This  surplus  is  amply  sufficient  to  cover  any  contingencies  or 
objections  that  ingenuity  may  suggest.  To  cover  the  ground,  however,  more  fully,  it 
is  a  fact  worthy  of  attention  that  we  have  not  in  the  above  estimate  availed  ourselves 
of  the  whole  area  of  drainage,  but  that  there  still  remains  13,446  acres  of  drainage  ou 
the  middle  fork  of  Howard^  Creek,  which  might  be  added  to  the  above  esriiiiate,  and 
that  by  multiplying  the  reservoirs  in  the  valleys  of  the  strjeams  embraced  in  the  sur- 
vey, a  sufiicient  supply  of  water  could  be  obtained  for  nearly  two  such  canals. 

If,  at  some  future  time,  the  increase  of  trade  ou  the  canal  should  demand  a  double 
set  of  locks,  and  consequently  nearly  a  double  supply  of  water,  the  additional  quantity 
that  might  be  demanded  could  be  obtained  in  the  mode  above  indicated.  Dunlap's 
and  Potts's  Creeks  ou  the  eastern  side  of  the  mountain  could  also  be  taken  in,  if 
necessary. 

Below  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  supplying  the  summit- level : 

Anthony's  Creek  mound $166, 181  32 

Anthony's  Creek  feeder-tunnel 318,509  20 

Little  Creek  mound 17,056  25 

Little  Creek  feeder 43,91»6  10 

Jericho  mound .' 15,030  00 

Howard's  Creek  mound 47,554  50 

Howard's  Creek  feeder 5,799  20 

Dry  Creek  mound 2,435  00 

Feeder  from  Dry  Creek  to  Summit,  including  tunnel 52, 382  00 

Tuckahoe  mound 83,348  50 

Laud-damages 51,000  00 

803,292  07 
Add  for  contingencies  20  per  cent 160,658  41 

Total  cost 963.950  48 

The  above  estimate  includes  all  the  reservoirs  and  feeders  that  maybe  necessary  for 
the  navigation  of  the  canal  with  a  full  trade,  and  is  intended  to  cover  all  contingencies. 
But  as  the  canal  at  first  would  not  have  a  full  trade,  and  would  probably  not  be  open 
on  an  average  for  more  than  eleven  months  in  the  year,  thereby  diminishing  the  re- 
quired supply  of  water  one-twelfth,  it  is  evident  that  there  would  be  no  necessity  for 
constructing  all  these  reservoirs  at  first.  Anthony's  Creek  reservoir  would  of  itself  be 
aniplj'  Mufticient  to  supply  the  canal  during  the  whole  year — for  many  years  to  come. 
A  strict  estimate  of  the  cost  of  supplying  the  summit-leVi-l  should  then  be  confined  to 
the  cost  of  that  reservoir  and  its  feeders,  which  will  amount  (with  20  per  cent,  added 
for  contingencies)  to  ^696,9^3. 

Daily  gauges  of  Anthony's  Creek  were  commenced  last  August,  and  will  be  continued 
until  twelve  months  shall  have  expired.  These  gauges,  t<»gether  with  the  rain-gauges, 
will  furnish  us  with  exact  data,  by  which  we  can  ascertain  the  annual  discharge  of 
wat<  1  by  the  creek,  the  difiVrence  between  which  ami  the  downfall  of  rain  will  show 
tlx"  'jiniitity  carried  oti'by  evaporation  and  absorption. 

Tounnl  the  close  of  the  survey  I  was  joined  by  Processor  Tnomey,  of  the  Uoiveraity 
d  Alabana,  who  was  invittd  by  the  Presidcut  to  make  a  geological  examination  of 
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Very  respectfully ^  yonr  obedient  servant, 

£.  Lorraine, 
Principal  Assistant  Engineer, 
Col.  Walter  Gwynn, 

Chief  Engineer  James  Biver  and  Kanawha  Canal. 

Approved  and  submitted  in  lieu  of  any  report  of  my  own,  as  is  usual  upon  surveys 
made  under  my  direction. 

Walter  Gwynn, 
Chief  Engineer  James  Eiverand  Kanawha  Canal, 
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SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  ON  THE  SURVEY  OP  THE  SUMMIT-LEVEL,  BY  MR.  E.  LORRAINE, 
ASSISTANT  ENGINEER  JAMES  KIVER  AND  KANAWHA  CANAL. 

Pattonsburgh,  October  5, 1852. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  in  January  last  a  report  upon  the  survey 
of  tlie  summit-level,  and  upon  the  supply  of  water  which  might  be  obtained  for  the  nav- 
igation of  the  canal.  The  calculations  for  the  water-supply  were  based  upon  accurate 
surveys  of  the  basins  of  the  various  creeks  from  which  it  was  supposed  to  feed,  and 
npdu  the  observations  of  the  downfall  of  rain  for  the  four  preceding  years. 

To  the  engineer  or  to  the  man  of  science  this  method  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  be- 
cause he  knows  it  is  customary,  and  that  where  it  has  been  tested  the  practical  resu1t>s 
have  always  proved  that  the  theory  was  correct.  But  to  the  person  unaccustomed  to 
scientific  investigations  the  whole  process  appears  to  be  chimerical,  at  least,  if  not  em- 
inently ridiculous.  Such  persons  regard  the  scheme  of  carrying  the  canal  over  the 
Alleghany  Mountains  more  as  one  of  the  reveries  of  a  lunatic  than  as  the  sober  thought 
of  a  sound  practical  mind.  And  the  notion  of  its  impracticability  is  based  mostly  upon 
the  idea  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  water  sufficient  to  supply  the  summit-level. 
The  iinemies  of  the  canal  have  taken  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of  the  people,  and  eu- 
c^eavored  to  plunge  them  into  still  greater  darkness,  eittier  by  the  misrepresentation  of 
facts  or  by  the  suppression  of  the  truth.  The  country  about  the  summit-level  has  been 
represented  as  a  region  of  parched  and  arid  rocks,  upon  w^hich  the  rain  never  falls,  or 
if  it  does,  only  to  be  swallowed  up  by  innumerable  chasms.  The  creeks  and  streams 
are  said  to  be  all  dry,  and  the  only  hope  of  supplying  the  canal  is  from  a  few  holes  to 
be  dug  in  the  mountains,  which  are  lo  be  filled  from  the  mists  and  dews  of  heaven. 

The  object  of  the  survey  which  you  caused  to  be  made  last  year  was  to  remove  all 
doubt  as  to  the  practicability  of  prosecuting  the  water-line  to  the  Ohio.  A  report  was 
made  upon  that  survey,  which  I  believe  satisfied  yourself  and  every  candid  friend  of 
truth  that  the  water  line  was  practicable,  and  that  the  summit-level  could  be  amply 
supplied  at  a  very  moderate  cost.  The  estimates,  however,  of  the  supply  of  water 
were  based  upon  the  downfall  of  rain.    But  as  it  has  seemed  heretofore  a  great  mys- 
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tery  to  the  people  of  Virginia  how  it  was  possible  for  a  canal  to  be  supplied  by  niio, 
forgetting  that  the  Mississippi  River  receives  its  annual  supply  from  the  same  con- 
temptible source,  it  was  desirable  that  the  subject  should  be  investigated  in  another 
way,  which  should  be  more  practicable  and  tangible  to  the  eyes  of  even  those  who  do 
not  wish  to  see ;  and  as  there  seems  to  be  such  an  objection  to  the  canal  being  sup- 
plied in  the  same  way  as  our  rivers,  lakes,  and  seas,  it  was  hoped  that  if  it  could  be 
clearly  proved  that  Anthony's  Creek  itself,  apart  from  all  connection  with  the  clouds 
and  rain,  actually  discharged  enough  water  to  supply  the  canal,  that  then  the  mystery 
would  be  solved  and  the  most  incredulous  would  become  convinced.  For  this  purpose 
you  instituted  daily  gauges  of  Anthony's  Creek,  to  be  continued  for  one  year.  Accu- 
rate sections  of  the  creek  were  taken  in  three  different  places,  and  it  was  so  arranged 
that  it  was  only  necessary  that  the  width  and  velocity  ot  the  creek  should  be  measured 
daily  and  reported  by  a  careful  and  intelligent  person.  Such  a  person  we  fouud  in 
Col.  Andrew  Humphreys,  who  deserves  great  praise  for  the  punctuality  and  faithful- 
ness with  which  he  has  discharged  the  important  duties  which  were  assigned  to  him. 
The  gauges  have  been  regularly  taken,  the  reports  have  been  sent  in,  and  are  now 
before  me  with  the  calculations  deduced  from  them,  which  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit 
to  you. 

Table  of  the  quantiti/  of  wafer  disoharged  "by  Anthony's  Creek  in  one  year. 


Months. 


Cubic  yftrds 
of  water  dis- 
charged per 
anuum. 


Jiuitiary 

Febrnary 

March 

April 

May 

J11D6 , 

July 

Aafi;u0t 

September. . 

October 

November... 
December... 

Total. 


11,649,673 

40, 638,  408 

38,  455, 8H5 

45.333,033 

13, 363. 939 

19. 309. 005 

4,  586, 482 

7.071,330 

1, 194. 709 

780, 491 

6,963.657 

21,393,063 


210, 526, 955 


The  above  is  the  quantity  of  water  wHlch  actually  flowed  down  Anthony's  Creek  in 
one  year. 

In  making  my  calculations  of  the  supply  of  water  from  the  downfall  of  rain,  I  as- 
sume an  estimate  of  40  per  cent,  as  the  quantity  of  rain  that  would  be  drained  o^  into 
the  creeks  and  that  could  be  collected  in  reservoirs.  I  assume  thy)  onantity  because 
it  is  the  same  as  was  reported  by  Mr.  Ellet  as  the  drainage  of  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
and  by  Mr.  Jervis  as  the  drainage  into  the  reservoir  of  the  Chenango  Canal.  I,  how- 
ever, stated  that  the  drainage  in  othar  localities  has  been  fouud  to  be  as  much  as  60 
per  cent,  of  the  rain  that  fell,  and  ventured  the  assertion,  from  my  knowledge  of  the 
peculiar  formation  of  the  basin  of  Anthony's  Creek,  that  its  drainage  would  amount  to 
even  more  than  60  per  cent.  In  that  conclusion  I  am  now  sustained  by  the  facts  which 
have  since  been  elicited  by  the  gauges  of  the  creek.  The  rain-gauges  for  the  same  year 
give  34.23  inches  as  the  downfiill  of  the  rain,  equal  to  about  300,000,000  cubic  yards  of 
rain,  of  which  about  210,-500,000  cubic  yards,  or  70  per  cent.,  was  drained  off  and  dis- 
charg*  d  by  the  creek.  I  observe,  however,  upon  a  comparison  of  the  rain-register  and 
the  gauges  of  the  creek,  that  the  latter  was  sometimes  very  much  swollen  from  rains  not 
indicated  by  the  rain-register,  and  which  must,  therefore,  have  fallen  near  the  head- 
waters of  the  creek.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  safest  to  assume  the  downfall  of  rain 
at  what  it  has  averaged  for  the  last  five  years,  viz,  36.386  inches.  It  is  also  proper  to 
deduct  from  the  annual  discharge  of  the  creek  a  constant  quantity  equal  to  36.5  times 
its  least  daily  discharge,  which  is  about  2.000,000  cubic  yards  per  anuum,  which  may 
be  considered  as  supplied  by  springs.  This  quantity  being  deducted,  leaves  the  drain- 
age into  the  creek  equal  to  208,526,955  cubic  yards.  The  downfall  of  36.386  inches  gives 
318,738,394  cubic  yards  of  rain.  The  drainage  is  therefore  65^  per  cent,  of  the  downfall 
of  rain.  This  is  a  mere  matter  of  philosophical  inquiry,  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
supply  of  the  summit-level,  as  it  is  intended  in  the  present  investigation  to  ignore  rain 
altogether  until  it  becomes  creek-water.  It  is  only  alluded  to  as  establishing  an  in- 
teresting meteorological  fact,  based  on  carefully-conducted  experiments  on  a  Tery 
large  scale. 

To  those  persons  who  have  heretofore  been  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  streams 
about  the  summit  level  are  nearly  dry  or  Icse  themselves  in  immense  chasms,  it  may 
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app«ar  strange  that  so  greaX  a  aaantlty  of  water  shoald  pass  down  Anthony's  Creek. 
To  those  who  live  upon  the  creek  it  will  be  nothing  new.  They  have  set^n  it  as  I  have, 
when  swollen  by  rains,  rushing  throagb  the  "Narrows"  with  an  irapetnosity  and  volume 
almost  incredible.  I  have  myself  seen  it  discharge  in  one  day  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  to  fill  the  entire  canal  from  Buchanan  to  Riohmond,  or  200  miles  of  canal  40  feet 
wide  and  5  feet  deep.  I  have  also  Heen  it  wide  enough,  deep  enough,  and  swift  enough 
'to  carry  seven  of  our  largest  freight-boats  abreast  at  the  rate  of  5^  miles  an  hour. 

The  quantity  of  rain  which  fell  last  year  was  only  34^-  inches,  which  is  considerably 
below  the  average.  Neither  was  there  any  remarkable  freshet  in  the  creek  beyond 
that  in  common  to  it  every  year.  We  may  therefore  assume  the  above  quantity  of 
210^  millions  cubic  yards  are  the  ayerage  yearly  supply.  The  question  then  is,  is  it 
enough  for  the  wants  of  the  c^nal  ? 

I  have  estimated  the  quantity  of  water  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  summit-level 
at  95,970,545  cubic  yards  per  annum  ;  this  was  supposing  a  boat  passed  the  summit- 
level  every  six  minutes  in  every  day  for  365  days,  which  is  a  very  extravagant  calcu- 
lation ;  for  if  you  allowed  every  boat  to  carry  50  tons  it  would  make  an  annual  tonnage 
of  4,380,000  tons. 

Gobio  yards. 

The  quantity  allowed  for  filtration  and  evaporation  in  the  five  reservoirs 

audfeeders  was -25.914,820 

Which  added  to 95.970,545 

Gives 121,885,365 

as  the  total  quantity  to  he  supplied.  . 

Anthony's  Creek  yields  us 210,526,955 

We  therefore  have  a  surplus  of - 88,641,590 

for  contiuKencies. 

In  the  above  calculation  I  have  allowed  for  filtration  and  evaporation  in  five  reser- 
voirs, which  is  also  an  extravagant  amount,  as  we  are  supposing  but  one  to  be  in  use. 

It  is  an  undeniable  fact,  then,  that  Anthony's  Creek  alone  affords  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  water  to  supply  the  summit-level.  If  that  were  the  only  stream  upon  which  we 
had  to  depend  there  would  be  no  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  canal  over  the  mount- 
ains. But  there  are  three  other  oreeks,  viz,  Little  Creek,  Tockahoe  and  Howard's 
Creeks,  whose  united  volume  amounts  to  about  one-third  of  Anthony's  Creek,  which, 
if  necessary,  could  be  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  canal. 

Anthony's  Creek  being  proved  sufficient,  the  only  question,  then,  is,  can  it  be  made 
available  at  a  reasonable  costf 

If  a  Virginia  farmer  has  a  small  stream  running  through  his  pTantation,  and  he  wishes 
to  erect  a  mill  upon  it,  all  that  he  does  is  to  build  a  dam  across  the  valley  of  the  stream 
and  put  his  mill  up  near  it,  nothing  doubting  that  the  dam  will  stop  up  the  water  and 
form  a  pond,  from  which  the  desired  water-power  can  be  obtained.  He  does  not  em- 
ploy a  geologist  to  tell  him  whether  his  pond  will  hold  water  or  not.  He  goes  ahead, 
with  perfect  confidence  that  the  water  can  be  dammed  up  and  made  available.  Tae 
James  Kiver  and  Kanawha  Company  can  go  ahead  with  tne  same  confidence  and  dam 
up  Anthony's  Creek.  The  operation  is  exactly  the  same,  only  upon  a  large  scale,  and 
with  the  additional  security  that  the  basin  of  the  ore  ik  has  been  examined  by  an  emi- 
nent geologist,  who  pronounces  the  rooks  to  be  in  the  best  possible  position  to  retain 
the  water.  After  the  mound  is  made,  the  creek  itself  will  fill  the  reservoir,  and  keep 
it  full,  besides  supplying  all  the  demands  of  the  canal. 

It  will  require  a  tunnel  2^  miles  long  to  ooodoct  the  water  from  the  reservoir  to  the 
oanal.  This  tunnel  is  through  slate  rock,  and  need  only  be  6  feet  in  diameter.  The 
tnoneling-machine  lately  put  into  operation  at  the  Hoosac  tunnel  would  walk  through 
it  in  a  very  short  time,  or,  even  if  it  had  to  be  excavated  in  the  usual  way,  it  could  be 
done  at  a  cost  of  about  $300,000.  The  whole  cost  of  supplying  the  summit-level  wil 
not  exceed  $700,000. 

All  the  fancied  difficulties  and  impossibilities  of  supplying  the  summit-level,  and 
consequently  of  carrying  the  caial  across  the  mouitains,  vanish  into  thin  air  before 
this  array  of  facts.  .It  becomes,  then,  a  mere  question  of  policy  or  expense.  la  that 
light  the  subjhct  ceases  to  come  within  the  logitima.te  soope  of  this  report.  As  you 
thought  proper  to  assign  me  the  duty  of  making  the  survey,  I  considered  it  within  my 
province  not  only  to  submit  the  above  facts,  but  the  deductions  to  ba  drawn  from 
them,  and  to  dispel,  as  far  as  possible,  the  thick  medium  of  prejudice  and  ignoranoe 
through  which  the  subject  has  bt^en  heretofore  viewed,  not  only  by  the  enemies  of  the 
canal,  but,  I  believe,  by -some  of  its  best  friends. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  Lorraine, 
Aamtant  Engineer  J,  22.  4-  K,  Cmuih 

CjI.  Walter  Gwynn, 

Chief  Engineer «/.  E,  #  K»  Canal. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


762  REPORT.  OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

LETTER    FROM    THE    SECRETARY  OF  WAR,  TRANSMITTING  A  REPORT 
ON  THE  JAMES  RIVER  AND  KANAWHA  CANAL-ROUTE. 

Doc.  No.  216,  Ho.  op  Reps.  ;  War  Department  ;  20th  Coxg.,  1st  Sbss. 
Maroh  24,  1828. — Read  and  laid  apou  the  table. 
Washington:  Printed  by  Gales  4-  Seatou,  1828. 

War  Department,  March  24, 182?, 
Sir  :  In  oompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  2d  of 
January  last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Chief  Engineer, 
of  this  date,  accompanied  by  a  report  on  the  James  and  Kanawha  canal-roate.  To 
pave  time,  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  trauFmit  the  original  report,  which  report, 
it  is  requested,  may  be  returned  to  this  Department,  when  it  shall  have  answered  the 
purposes  of  the  House. 

>    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Barbour. 
The  Hon.  AndIiew  Stevenson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives. 


Engineer  Department, 
Washington  City,  March  24, 18.8. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yon  a  letter  from  Capt.  W.  G.  McNeill,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  accompanied  by  his  report  on  the  route  for  a  canal  between 
the  James  and  Kanawha  Rivers,  wbich  report  was  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  21  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Alex.  Macomb. 
Major-General,  Chief  Engineer, 
Hon.  James  Barrour, 

Secretary  of  Wai\ 


Georgetown,  D.  C,  Mar(^  24,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  trau<^mit  herewith  a  report  on  the  James  and  Kanawha 
Canal,  in  illu^triition  of  which  a  map  is  now  in  the  course  of  preparation. 

All  the  maps  and  proHles  relating  to  the  experimental  surveys  are  already  completed, 
as  well  as  those  exhibiting  the  locations  from  the  James  to  the  Greenbrier  River;  the 
others,  including  the  locations  d<>wii  the  Greenbrier  and  Now  Rivdrs,  are  in  progress  of 
completion.  There  are  in  all  nearly  thirty  large  maps,  iDclndiog  the  plans  and  profiles, 
on  a  scale  suitable  to  the  exhibition  of  details;  but  they  are  too  unwi-ldy  to  a'^om- 
paoy  the  report,  and  are  retained  till  they  can  be  reduced  into  one  general  map.  Most 
of  the  drawings  in  relation  to  the  Roanoke  and  Kanawha  Canal  are  nealy  finished, 
but  their  size  renders  it  necessary  that  they,  also,  be  reduced  into  a  uure  conveuieuc 
shape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  G.  McNeill, 
Captain  United  States  Topographical  Engineers. 
M^j.  Gen.  Macomb, 

Chi^  Engineer,  Washington  City, 


To  Mojor-General  ,&f  acomb. 

Chief  Engineer: 
Sir:  In  pnrsnance  of  instructions  from  the  board  of  internal  improvements,  of  July 
29,  1826,  predicated  on  the  orders  of  the  Cbinf  Engineer,  assigning  to  my  brig^e  the 
execution  of  certain  surveys,  '*  to  asieruain  the  practicability  and  means  of  couneittnor 
the  waters  of  the  Great  Kanawha  with  those  of  the  James  or  Roanoke  River,  by  canals 
or  railroads,  or  both,  and  also  the  connection  of  the  Roanoke  and  James,"  I  have  now 
the  honor  to 

REPORT 

that  the  short  interval  which  elapsed  between  the  receipt  of  my,  instructions  and  ter- 
mination of  the  first  season  was  consumed  in  preliminary  operations,  which  merely 
related  to  the  tirst  object  to  which  my  instructions  referred,  to  wit,  the  practioabiliry 
of  a  "  connection  of  the  Kanawha  and  James  Rivers,  by  means  of  a  canal ;''  that  iu 
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foot  of  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha  wa«  effected,  with  that  of  all  the  works  relating 
to  a  summit-level,  such  as  feeders,  reservoirs,  &c.,  and  the  consequent  location  made, 
as  enjoined,  in  the  event  of  its  practicability,  of  a  canal  from  the  forks  of  the  Roanoke 
to  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha  River. 

The  subject  under  consideration  naturally  advances  as  our  first  inquiry,  "  the  prac- 
Ucahility  of  a  connection  of  the  Kanawha  and  James  Rivers,  by  means  of  a  canal," 
and,  in  contemplating  such  a  connection,  we  are  led,  in  the  first  place,  to  remark  that 
the  characters  of  the  small  tributaries  which  empty  into  the  James  or  Greenbrier 
Rivers,  (the  country  intermediate  to  those  rivers  being  that  under  consideration,)  like 
those  of  most  mountain-streams,  incontrovertibly  prove  their  inadequacy  to  the  per- 
manent supply  of  a  canal,  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  practicability  of  the  project 
must  depend  on  the  adequacy  of  the  Greenbrier  River  for  that  purpose,  at  some  point 
whence  its  waters  may  be  conducted  to  a  summit-level  of  such  elevation  that  the 
dividing-ridge  may  be  passed  without  encountering  an  excessive  length  of  tunnel. 

To  the  solution  of  this  question,  then,  various  experimental  lines  were  directed 
through  the  ravines,  which,  on  the  one  side,  bound  the  tribntaries  of  Dunlap's  Creek, 
and,  on  the  other,  through  those  which,  heading  opposite  to  them,  define  the  conrse  of 
either  Second  Creek,Howard's  Creek,  or  Anthony's  Creek,  in  their  progress  to  the  Green- 
brier River,  by  which  was  ascertained  the  height  of  the  dividing  ridge  in  its  greatest 
depref^sions,  and  a  profile  was  carried  up  Greenbrier  River  to  obtain  such  knowledge 
of  its  character  as  was  indispensable  to  the  judicious  selection  of  a  summit-level. 

A  comparison  of  the  elevation  of  the  dividing  ridge,  on  any  route  examined,  with 
that  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  at  any  point  within  a  reasonable  distance,  at  once  dis- 
ciobes  the  necessity  of  a  tunnel ;  and  that  this,  with  every  other  fact  connected  with 
the  subject,  may  be  known,  I  proceed  to  detail  the  results  developed  in  the  course  of 
our  investigations. 

As  the  ba^is  of  comparison  in  the  description  about  to  be  given,  all  the  heights  and 
distances  will  be  referied  to  the  bench-mark,  at  the  mouth  of  Dnnlap's  Creek,  oppo- 
site to  the  town  of  Covington  ;  *  and  to  begin  with  that  route  which,  from  the  near 
approach  of  the  opposite  streams,  the  gradual  slope  on  either  side  of  the  dividing 
lidge,  and  the  seemiugly  great  depression  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  might  induce 
a  belief  of  its  paramount  advantages,  we  shall  describe — 

FIKST— A  ROUTE  BY  THE  VALLEYS  OF  DUXLAP'S  AND  SECOND  CREEKS. 

Danlap's  Creek,  or  its  main  branch,  (known  as  its  south  fork,  on  which  are  the 
famed  Sweet  Springs,)  heads  nearly  on  the  summit  of  the  ridge  which  divides  it  from 
Secoud  Creek,  and  pursues  its  course  at  the  base  of  Peter's  Mountain,  nearly  parallel 
with  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  till  within  6  miles  of  its  mouth,  wheu,  having  received 
the  waters  of  Oj^lcy's  Creek,  it  continues  in  a  direction  in  general  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  its  former  course.  Between  its  source  and  its  confluence  with  Ogley's  Creek 
several  small  runs  contribute  to  its  supply,  such  as  Cove  Creek,  Fork  Run,  and  Brush 
Creek  ;  but  they  are  noticed  rather  on  account  of  their  directions^  which  shall  hereafter 
be  alluded  to,  than  because  of  any  efficient  aid  to  be  derived  from  them  toward  the 
feeding  of  a  canal. 

Dnulap's  Creek  is,  in  general,  bordered  by  flats  varying  in  width  from  2r>0  yards  to 
half  a  mile,  although  it  may  sometimes  occur  that  the  hills  impinge  so  far  upon  the 
stream  as  to  render  it  preferable  to  gain  an  opposite  flat  by  an  aqueduct  (since  bottom- 
laud  is  always  to  be  found  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  the  width  of  the  stream  never 
exceeds  35  yards)  than  to  encounter  the  obstacles  presented  by  steep  side-lying  ground 
in  an  attempt  to  avoid  that  expense.  This  remark,  however,  is  applicable  in  a  degree 
as  well  to  all  the  other  valleys  through  which  experimental  lines  were  run  as  to  that 
of  Dunlap's  Creek. 

For  tlie  first  2*2  miles  the  average  rise  in  the  stream  may  be  assumed  at  25  feet  per 
miJe,  when  for  the  next  mile  the  regularity  of  its  ascent  is  interrupted  by  falls  and 
rapids  comprising  135  feet ;  thence  to  the  summit  succeeds,  first,  an  ascent  for  8  miles 
of  73  feet  per  mile,  and,  in  the  remaining  half  a  mile,  a  rise  of  105  feet;  making  the 
distance  of  the  summit  from  the  base-mark  31|  miles,  and  its  elevation  1,372  feet  7 
inches. 

A  depression  in  the  Alleghany  Mountain  west  of  that  just  alluded  to  induced  an- 
other experimental  l|ne  from  Dunlap's  to  Second  Creek  ;  but  of  this  suffice  it  to  say  it 
was  found  still  higher,  being  1,408  feet  above  the  base-mark. 

*  The  bench-mark  at  the  month  of  Dunlap's  Creek  is  12  feet  below  a  bench-mark 
established  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  1819,  by  Messrs.  Moore  and  Briggs,  who 
reported  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek  to  be  1,238  feet  above  tide-water.  Our  base- 
mark,  therefore,  which  is  about  2  feet  above  the  water,  may  be  assumed  to  be  1,240 
feet  above  tide- water. 
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Od  descending  Second  Creek  the  slope  from  the  snmmit  to  the  Greenlirier  River  av- 
erages S37  feet  per  mile,  with  the  exception  of  the  first  two  and  a  half  miles,  in  which 
the  fail  is  140  feet,  or,  in  otlier  words,  the  distance  from  the  samniit  of  the  mount- 
ains to  the  month  of  Second  Creek  is  27  miles  and  the  fall  967  feet,  making  the 
total  distance  from  the  month  of  Second  Creek  to  that  of  Dnnlap's  Creek,  by  their  re- 
epective  valleys,  fifty-eight  and  a  half  miles,  and  the  Greenbrier  River,*  at  the  month 
of  Second  Creek^  406  feet  above  the  base- mark. 

Onr  present  purpose,  however,  being  merely,  in  the  first  place  to  show  the  relative 
altitudes  of  those  depressions  which  suggested  the  different  experimental  lines  across 
the  moontain,  and  to  compare  them  with  the  elevation  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  that 
we  may  assume  a  summit-level  which  may  command  the  waters  of  the  Greenbrier 
without  involving  an  impracticable  length  of  tunnel,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  to  the 
few  facts  already  stated,  till,  in  succession,  each  route  shall  have  as  briefly  been  con- 
sidered. 

For  obvious  reasons,  which  will  appear  hereafter,  (see  page  767,)  no  other  experi- 
mental lines  were  run  from  Dnniap'a  to  Second  Creek,  n«>r  was  it  deemed  material, 
after  a  careful  reconnaissance,  that  any  tributary  above  Fork  Run  should  be  surveyed. 

We  shall  then  next  describe  that  as  the 

SECOND  ROUTE— BY  DUNLAP'S  CREEK,  FORK  RUN,  AND  HOWARD'S  CREEK. 

Howard's  Creek,  the  first  tributary  of  any  note  to  the  Greenbrier  River  above  Secr 
<>nd  Creek,  at  the  distance  of  seven  miles  from  its  month,  is  formed  by  the  union  of  its 
three  branches,  which,  from  their  relative  directions,  we  shall  designate  as  the  South, 
the  Middle,  and  the  North  Forks. 

The  South  Fork  rises  near  the  heads  of  the  upper  branches  of  Dunlap's  and  Seooud 
Creejcs,  and  pursues  a  course  nearly  parallel  with  Dunlap's  Creek  till  it  receives  the 
waters  of  Tuckahoe  Run,  a  small  stream  which  empties  into  it  near  Comb's  saw-mill. 

The  first  depression  remarkable  in  the  dividiug-ridge  between  Dnnlap's  Creek  and  the 
South  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek  is  found  where  the  Al*eghany  is  indented  on  the  west 
by  Tuckahoe,  as  it  is  on  the  east  by  Fork  Run,  an  opposite  tributary  to  Dunlap's  Creek  ; 
and  it  is  through  this  depression  that  the  second  route  is  directed.  That  part  of  ttie 
route  between  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek  and  Fork  Run  has  already  been  described 
as  ascending  at  the  average  rate  of  25  feet  per  mile  ;  thence  to  the  summit  of  the  mount- 
ain through  the  narrow  valley  of  Fork  Run  (sufficiently  wide,  however,  for  a  canal, 
the  flats  usually  being  from  100  to  200  feet  wide)  we  ascend  at  a  much  more  rapid 
rate,  and,  in  the  short  distance  of  five  miles  and  thirty-eight  yards,  rise  689  feet,  mak- 
ing the  height  of  the  Alleghany,  at  the  head  of  Fork  Run,  1,092  feet,  and  its  distance 
from  the  base-mark  twenty-two  and  three-quarters  miles. 

The  descent  on  the  west,  by  the  ravine  of  Tuckahoe  Run,  is  very  precipitons  for  1 
mile  593  yards,  the  fall,  in  that  distance,  being  331  feet ;  when,  having  arrived  at  the 
South  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  the  fall  becomes  quite  gradual ;  the  distance  from  the 
mouth  of  Tuckahoe  to  that  ot  Howard's  Creek  being  10|  miles,  and  the  fall  315  feet. 

The  valley  of  Howard's  Creek  is,  in  general,  wide,  and  under  cultivation,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  the  short  distance  of  one-eighth  of  a  mile  above  Hunter's  Mill,  where 
the  mountains  on  either  side  terminate  in  the  stream,  the  construction  of  a  canal  would 
encounter  no  particular  difficulty  from  the  nature  of  the  ground. 

Fork  Run,  at  the  distance  of  4  miles  750  yards  from  its  nioath,  branches  in  two  direc- 
tions, that  which  we  have  heretofore  alluded  to  being  the  southern  of  the  two;  but  as 
the  Alleghany,  where  it  divides  the  northern  branch  from  the  Middle  Fork  of  Howard's 
Creek,  presents  another  depression,  through  it  was  directed  the 

THIRD  ROUTE— By  DUNLAP'S  CREEK,  FORK  RUN,  TO  THE  MIDDLE  FORK  OF  HOWARD'S 
CREEK,  AND  THENCE  BY  THE  VALLEY  OF  HOWARD'S  CREEK  TO  THE  GREENBIUER 
RIVER. 

Of  this  rente,  although  among  the  most  promising,  since,  wirh  the  exception  of  a  few 
miles,  it  occupies  the  same  ground  as  the  second  route,  bat  little  need  be  said.  The 
height  of  the  dividing-ridge  is  greater  than  by  the  second,  being  1,221  feet,  aud  the 
access  to  the  summit,  on  either  side,  more  gradual.  It  does  not,  therefore,  present,  as 
short  a  tunnel.  Indeed,  the  only  advantage  which  it  possesses  arises  from  its  being 
nearer  the  Greenbrier  River;  and  it  will  be  shown  hereafter  how  far  that  can  place  ic 
in  competition. 

Brush  Creek,  the  next  tributary  to  Dunlap's  Creek,  has  been  enumerated  among  those 
whose  direction  claims  some  notiae.  But  since  the  turnpike  road,  which  pursues  the 
valley  of  the  South  Fork  of  Ojfley's  Creek  to  its  source  in  the  ridge,  crosses  that  ndgo 
aud  enters  the  valley  of  Brush  Creek  several  miles  from  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany, 

*  Viz,  the  bench-mark  at  the  mouth  of  Second  Creek. 
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the  point  at  which  it  strikes  Brush  Creek  to  cross  the  Allegbauy  in  the  three  depres' 
sions  in  which  the  several  branches  of  Brush  €reek  head  opposite  the  Middle  and  the 
North  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek ;  for  it  was  apparent,  if  a  tunnel  should  be  requisite 
by  either  of  the  routes  from  Brr.sh  Creek,  that  its  lenj;th;  unless  immoderate,  would  be 
included  between  the  intersection  of  the  tornpike  with  that  stream  and  its  correspond' 
injf  elevation  west  of  the  mountain. 

The  15r8t  line  from  Brush  Creek  wa«  directed  throngh  the  gap  occnpied  by  the  pres- 
ent turnpike  road  to  the  Middle  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek.  It  determined  tbe  height 
of  that  gap  to  be  1,28b  feet.  By'the  second  line,  the  height  of  the  depression  through 
which  the  former  road  was  located  was  found  to  be  1,252  feet ;  and,  by  the  third  line 
from  Brush  Creek,  the  elt-vation  of  the  Alleghany,  in  a  depresbion  between  it  and  the 
North  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  was  found  to  be  1,534  feet.  It  will  be  teen,  on  the 
a*-sumption  of  a  summit-level,  that  by  no  route  from  Brush  Creek  could  the  passage  of 
the  Alleghany  be  effected  by  as  short  a  tunnel  as  will  be  found  on  other  rontes. 

Ogley's  Creek,  the  last  tributary  to  Dunlap's  Creek  of  auy  importance,  alone  remains 
to  be  spoken  of*  We  have  already  incidentally  mentioned,  in  describing  the  routes  by 
Brush  Creek,  that  its  southern  fork  head:^  in  a  lidge  between  it  and  Brush  Creek ;  but 
although  the  height  of  that  ridge  (it  being  1,143  feet  above  the  base-mark  and  200  feet 
above  its  western  base)  would,  of  course,  necessitate  a  longer  tunnel  from  the  South 
Fork  of  Ogley's  Creek  than  from  Brush  Creek,  and  would,  in  consequence,  oppose  itself 
successfully  to  the  location  of  a  canal,  yet,  since  the  shortest  route  from  the  James  to 
the  Greenbrier  River  would  be  in  the  direction  of  the  present  turnpike  road,  in  refei- 
ence  to  the  selection  of  the  best  route  for  a  railroad,  (an  ulterior  object  contemplated 
by  my  instructions,)  the  valley  of  the  South  Fork  of  Ogley's  Creek  merits  more  consid- 
eration than  if  a  canal  alone  were  the  subject  of  our  investigations. 

The  vulley  of  Ogley's  Creek  is  not,  either  in  quality  of  its  soil  or  the  nature  of  the 
rocks  in  its  vicinity,  particularly  distinguished  by  any  peculiar  characteristics ;  for 
3  miles  from  its  mouth  ir  affords  a  considerable  quantity  of  lii-h  productive  land  on  the 
northern  side,  to  which  the  fats  aie  almost  exclusively  couHued ;  and  beyond  that,  as 
we  approach  the  mountain  by  its  8ouih  Fork,  we  find  the  valley  contracted  to  a  width 
of  but  from  50  to  100  yards. 

The  Middle  Fork  of  Ogley's  Creek,  however,  is  the  main  branch,  and  it  presents  a 
wider  valley  throughout  its  couvse  than  that  of  the  South  Fork,  with  which  it  unites  9 
miles  from  the  base-mark,  and 230  feet  above  it.  Its  direction  corresponds  nearly  with 
that  of  the  North  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  and  is  such  as  to  bring  it  nearer  to  Anthony's 
Creek  than  any  other  of  the  eastern  tributaries }  which  fact  rendered  its  examination 
the  more  important  because  of  the  advantages  which  would  result  from  the  proximity 
of  a  summit-level  on  Anthony's  Creek  to  the  source  whence  the  supply  of  water  is  to 
be  derived. 

A  profile  was,  therefore,  continued  throughout  the  whole  length  of  tbe  Middle  Fork 
of  Ogley's  Creek,  and  thence  down  Anthony's  Creek,  with  the  intent  to  learn,  as  well 
if  any  depression  existed  between  Osfley's  and  the  North  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  aa 
the  difficulties  opposed  to  tbe  route  of  a  eanal  in  the  valley  of  Anthony's  Creek.  Of 
the  one  or  two  experiments  made  from  tbe  Middle  Fork  of  Ogley's  Creek  to  tbe  North 
Fork  of  Howard's  Creek,  it  is  sotUcieut  to  state  that  although  carried  no  great  distance 
from  the  former,  they  conclusively  proved  that  the  height  and  width  of  the  mountain 
between  those  streams  rendered  their  connection  impracticable. 

The  elevation  of  the  Alleghany,  where  it  divides  the  Middle  Fork  of  Ogley's  from 
the  nearest  head  branch  of  Anthony's  Creek,  is  1,772  feet,  and  the  distance  to  that  poiut 
from  the  base-mark  20  miles  and  1,100  yards  ^  the  descent  thence  to  the  base-mark  at 
the  mouth  of  Anthony's  Creek  (5  feet  above  the  stream)  was  found  to  be  1,212  feet,  and 
the  distance  IH^  miles ;  hence  the  Greenbrier  River  at  the  mouth  of  Anthony's  Creek 
is  555  feet  above  the  base  mark. 

Tbe  profile  from  Ogley's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Anthony's  Creek  descended  for  1^ 
miles  a  mere  ravine,  which  bounds  the  small  tributary  known  as  Laurel  Run  ;  bub 
thence  to  within  6  miles  of  the  mouth  of  Anthony's  Creek,  during  which,  from  the 
accession  from  tributaries,  its  supply  has  become  considerable,  we  in  general  find  the 
stream  bord^red  by  fertile  bottoms,  under  cultivation,  from  one-quarter  to  a  half  mile 
in  width.  Nor  is  it  until  it  breaks  through  the  Greenbrier  Mountain  (when  the  flata 
disappear)  that  either  its  descent  is  so  rapid  or  its  valley  so  contracted  as  to  qualify 
it  advantageously  for  the  purposes  of  a  reservoir. 

It  is  only  necessary  now  to  add  that  a  profile  was  earned  up  the  North  Fork  of  Ogley'a 
Creek,  till  having  risen  841  feet  above  the  base-mark,  we  were  satistied  of  the  inutility 
of  proceeding  farther,  (niuce  its  source  was  known  to  be  as  elevated  and  more  distant 
from  Anthony's  Creek  than  that  of  Middle  Fork,)  and  it  will  be  apparent,  from  an  in- 
spection of  the  map  that  do  depression  can  exist  in  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of 
Dunlap's  Creek  from  those  which  flow  into  the  Greenbrier  River,  which  has  not  been 
sufficiently  examined  to  enable  us  to  determine  the  best  route  for  tbe  passage  of  the 
Allegbauy — abstracting  such  considerations  as  relate  to  the  supply  of  water. 
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These  considerations  now  siigcrest  as  the  subject  of  onr  next  inquiry  the  character 
of  the  Greenbrier  River,  whose  relative  position  to  the  diOTerent  routes,  or  comparative 
snpply  at  different  elevations,  is  to  be  so  influential  ia  determinini^  the  proper  eleva- 
tion to  the  summit  level. 

The  survey  and  level  of  Greenbrier  River  were  commenced  at  a  base-mark  at  the 
month  of  Howard's  Creek,  (5,935  feet  above  the  then  snrface  of  the  water,)  and  con- 
tinued for  39  miles  np  the  river,  in  which  distance  the  ascent  was  found  to  be  318  feet, 
or  the  point  at  which  we  stopped  is  770  feet  above  the  base- mark.  Anthony's  Creek  and 
Spring  Creek  are  the  only  tributaries  of  much  consequence  intermediate  to  H<»wanra 
Creek  and  the  "Droop  Mountain,^'  near  which  latter  point  the  survey  of  Greenbrier 
River  was  discontinued,  and,  therefore,  it  was  with  less  surprise  we  observed  that  the 
supply  of  water  did  not  diminish  very  materially  in  our  progress  up  the  river,  or  that, 
on  the  contrary,  it  seemed  to  vary  but  little  when,  in  passing  over  ledges,  ita  whole 
volume  could  be  estimated.  For,  as  an  exception  to  the  apparent  uniformity  of  its 
supply,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that,  at  times,  the  stream  almost  disappears  ainoug  the 
loose  stones  and  Assures  of  its  bed,  and  that,  in  one  case  where  a  vein  of  limestone 
traverses  its  valley,  all  the  water  is  passed  through  a  subterraneous  channel  for  the 
distance  of  a  mile  nearly.  This,  however,  occurs  but  once,  (in  the  twenty-third  mile 
from  HowardV  Creek,)  and  then  only  in  very  low  stages  of  the  water. 

Greenbrier  River  pursues  a  very  sinuous  course  through  a  valley  unusually  con- 
tracted, when  viewed  with  reference  to  the  sise  of  the  stream,  and,  with  somo  partial 
exceptions  only,  we  find  it,  throughout  the  extent  at  present  under  consideration,  bor- 
dered by  high  and  rugged  hills  which  descend  steeply  to  the  water's  edge.  There  are, 
it  is  true,  narrow  strips  of  alluvial  oii  one  or  the  other  side,  but  they  are  never  contin- 
uous for  any  considerable  distance,  nor  of  such  value  as  t  >  merit  consideration  when 
their  submersion  shaill  be  the  consequence  of  such  dams  as  might  be  desired  for  the 
formation  of  leservoirs. 

The  country  west  of  Greenbrier  River,  although  hilly,  affords  rich  and  arable  lands ; 
east  of  the  river  it  is  mountaiuous,  and  in  general  but  illy-adapted  to  agricultural 
purposes.  But,  for  a  more  minute  description  of  the  quality  of  the  soil,  vegetable 
and  mineral  productions,  &c.,  and  of  the  character  of  the  country  above  Droop 
Mountain,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  repoit  of  Lieutenant  Dillahunty,  which  is  appended 
to  this  report. 

A  reference  to  the  profile  of  the  river  will  show  that  the  general  and  average  rise 
of  7.6  feet  per  mile  for  31  miles  above  Howard's  Creek  is  but  seldom  iuterrupted  ; 
and  that  beyond  that,  or  as  we  approach  Droop  Mountain,  the  average  rise  of  the 
Greenbrier  is  al>out  10  feet  per  mile.  The  hei^ihts  to  which  freshets  rise  above  the 
ordinary  bed  of  tte  stream  vary,  of  conrse,  witii  the  slope  and  width  of  the  valley. 
Traces  of  such  as  are  known  to  be  of  frequent  occurrence,  at  almost  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  were  perceived  6  and  8  feet  above  low-water  marlc,  and  indications  were  re- 
marked of  freshets  having  sometimes  attained  the  height  of  16  feet  in  the  broadest 
parts  of  the  river.  The  influence  of  but  bomparatively  slight  rains  is  very  perceptible 
in  the  floods  which  succeed;  and  from  their  frequency  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
volume  which  passes  at  such  times,  we  have  ample  assurance  that  the  most  extensive 
reservoirs  (for  the  formation  of  which  the  valley  of  Greenbrier  is  so  admirably  adapted) 
could  be  replenished  as  often  as  might  be  necessary. 

To  revert,  however,  to  the  relative  elevation  of  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  of  the 
Alleghany  Mountains,  in  the  different  depressions  heretofore  recited,  we  readily  per- 
ceive that  the  supply  from  Greenbrier,  on  which,  as  was  premised,  the  practicability  of 
the  project  rests,  cannot  be  commanded  within  a  reasoiiable  distance  without  resortin«r 
to  a  tunnel;  for  the  greatest  depression  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains  being  1,092.75  feet 
above  the  base-mark,  while  the  elevation  of  Greenbrier  River  39  mil<-s  above  Howard's 
Creek  is  but  770.7  feet,  at  an  average  rise  of  10  feet  in  the  Greenbrier,  beyond  the 
point  to  which  it  was  leveled,  an  elevation  corresponding  to  that  of  the  most  depres-ed 
point  of  the  Alleghany  would  not  be  attained  in  less  than  71  miles  from  the  month  of 
Howard's  Greek,  and  supposing  the  spur  which  projects  from  the  Alleghany^  between  the  walers 
of  Hoicard^s  and  Anthonifs  creeks,  (p.  768,)  sometimes  called  the  "  Greenbrier  Mountain," 
(see  map  of  experimental  surveys,)  to  be  passed  without  winding  around  its  extremity 
near  the  month  of  Howard's  Creek,  the  length  of  a  feeder  from  the  summit-level  could 
not  be  much,  if  any,  less  than  would  be  the  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's 
Creek  to  the  assumed  elevation  of  the  summit-level  on  the  Greenbrier. 

Besides,  the  ru^gedness  and  steepness  of  the  hills  bordering  the  Greenbrier  may  be 
said  to  be  almost  in  proportion  to  the  elevation  above  the  stream  at  which  we  enoouu- 
tered  them;  and  on  that  account  it  would  be  desirable  to  run  the  feeder  as  low  as  pos- 
sible, adding  to  these  considerations  the  fears  which  might  reasonably  be  entertained 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  Greenbrier  to  supply  the  losses  of  so  long  a  feeder  as  would  be 
required  to  pass  the  Alleghany  without  a  tunnel,  and  the  necessity  of  a  tanuel  woald 
seem  to  be  obvious. 
This  conclusion  leads  as  to  compare  the  lengths  of  tannels  at  different  elevations; 
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whicfa,  limiting  the  depth  of  catting  at  which  the  tannels  are  supposed  to  commence 
and  terminate  at  35  feet,  are  now  exhibited  in  the  following  table : 


TABLE. 


BesignatloD  of  ront«. 


From  Dnnlap's  Creek  to  Second  Creek 

From  Duulap's  Creek  by  Fork  Kun  to  south 
fork  of  Ho  wax  d'»  Creek 

From  Danlap's  Creek  by  Fork  Rnu  to  mid- 
dle fork  ot  IIoward*8  Creek 

From  Dunlap's  Creek  by  middle  fork  of 
Ogley  B  Creek  to  Anthony's  Creek 

From  Dunlap^s  Creek  by  Ogley'a  to  the  north 
fork  of  Howard's  Creek 

From  Dun  lap's  Creek  by  Ofrley's  Creek  to 
the  middle  fork  of  Howaru's  Creek 


.  <^  e 
C  ^  5 

til 


Feet 
750 


750 

750 

730 

750 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
700 
650 
6.>0 
650 
65U 
650 
650 
600 
600 
600 
600 
600 
600 


Sf5 


MiUs 
1 


Yards. 
Sd3 

400 

400 

787 

363 

383 
Hr^i 
430 
430 
717 
300 
300 
440 
350 
350 
684 
30 
30 
29:i 
407 
407 
660 
283 
283 


MiUs.  Yards. 
1,173 


11 


547 

1,000 

943 

1,285 

1,000 

1,217 

1,017 

SiOl 

500 

860 

901 

1,550 

73 

1,013 

793 

1,320 

1,013 

1,  Ii50 

9^4 

190 

427 

156 

190 


Miles. 
10 


Yards, 
867 

SIO 

800 

683 
1,523 

783 


333 

317 

1,716 

1,187 

1,5C0 

933 


l.iO 

773 

760 

547 

1,277 

600 

1,217 

1,0«7 

7-20 

3^ 


By  reference  to  the  foregoinjf  table,  i*--  is  at  once  perceived  that  within  the  auanmed 
elevations  of  a  summit-level  a  shorter  tnnnel  would  bo  rt-quisite  to  pass  the  Alleghany 
Mountain  by  the  second  or  third  routes  than  by  either  of  the  others ;  and  it  will  also  be 
seen  that  the  length  of  tunnel  increases  very  rapidly  on  either  of  those  routes  as  we 
descend  below  700  feet,  while  at  any  greater  elevation  the  diminished  length  of  tunnel 
does  not  constitute  a  sufficient  advantage  to  compensate  for  the  increased  lockage,  the 
greater  length  of  feeder,  or  to  indued  us  to  forego  the  advantages  of  a  reservoir  on  the 
Greenbrier  in  its  passage  through  the  Droop  Slountain,  when  the  fall  of  the  river  is 
known  to  be  greatest,  and  its  valley  so  contracted  that  the  least  area  in  proportion  to 
the  contents  of  the  reservoir  would  be  exposed  to  the  influence  of  evaporation. 

We  therefore  assumed  a  snmmit-Ievel  at  the  elevation  of  700  feet  above  the  base- 
mark,  and  from  irs  western  end  on  the  second  route  a  lino  of  feeder  w.as  traced  at 
an  inclination  of  6  inches  per  mile  to  its  intersection  with  the  Greenbrier  River. 

This  line  from  the  relative  positions  of  the  routes  of  course  passed  them  all,  (except 
No.  1,  which  was  abandoned  because  of  its  excessive  length  of  tunnel,*)  and  enables 
ns  to  determine  very  nearly  the  lenth  of  feeder  for  any  route. 

Deferring  at  this  time  the  more  detailed  account  of  the  difficulties  opposed  to  a 
feeder  in  its  progress  from  the  Greenbrier  River  to  the  summit-level  of  the  second 
route — which  as  yet  is  conspicuous  for  its  advant«g»'8  over  the  other  routes— it  may 

*To  recur  to  the  reasons  why  but  one  experiment  was  made  from  Dnnlap's  to  Sec- 
ond Creek.  The  great  length  of  tnnnel  by  the  first  route  could  not  be  diminished  by 
any  route  to  Second  Creek,  for  the  month  of  Cove  Creek  (the  next  tributary  to 
Dnnlap's  Creek  above  Fork  Run)  is  600  feet  above  the  base-mark,  and  the  rise  in  Cove 
Creek  Wing  greater  than  in  Dnnlap's  Creek  we  should,  bv  a  route  through  Cove  Creek, 
have  to  commence  tunneling  at  even  a  greater  distance  ii'om  Second  Creek  than  by  the 
first  root-e.  Indeed,  a  route  from  Dunlap's  to  Second  Creek  would  be  impracticable  at 
any  rate,  in  oonseqnence  of  its  distance  from  Greenbrier  River  and  of  the  character  of 
the  intermediate  country,    (p.  764.) 
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Howard's  Creek  and  the  Greenbrier  River,  constitutes  a  great  objection  to  every  route 
bat  tbe  fonrtb. 

So  circnitous  a  route  for  tbe  feeder  as  tbat  aronnd  tbe  extrenoiity  of  the  spar  might, 
and  probably  would,  involve  such  losses  in  its  course  as  to  be  fatal  to  the  practica- 
bility of  the  project,  while  the  alternative  of  passing  the  spur  in  the  direction  indi- 
cated by  the  near  approach  of  tsvo  oppo8ite  tributaries  to  tbe  north  fork  of  Howard's 
Creek  on  the  one  side,  and  to  Anthony's  Creek  on  tbe  other,  however  it  may  diminish 
tbe  chance  of  an  inadequate  supply  of  water,  or  may  assure  us  of  a  probable  super- 
abundance, is  fraught  with  ditlQculty. 

The  greatest  depression  in  the  ridge  intermediate  to  Howard's  and  Anthony*8  Creeks 
is  at  the  sources  of  the  two  tribut-tries  just  alluded  to,  tbrough  which  it  bad  been 
hoped  the  feeder  migbt  reach  tbe  valley  of  Antbony's  Creek  by  an  open  cut,  or  a  tiin- 
uei  of  moderate  length.  But  it  was  found  to  be  1.096  feet  above  tbe  base-mark,  and 
the  slope  on  eitber  side  is  so  gradual,  that  limiting  the  cuts  to  35  feet  depth,  a  tunnel  of 
6  miles  and  1,620  yards  will  be  required,    (p.  772.) 

Were  tbe  summit-level  50  feet  or  even  100  feet  bigher  than  has  been  assumed,  still 
the  length  of  tunnel,  to  pass  tbis  ridge,  would  he,  in  the  one  case,  4  miles  and  290 
yardSf  and  in  the  other,  3  miles  and  533  yards.  But  the  considerations  wbich  bereto- 
I'ore  induced  us  to  limit  tbe  elevation  of  Vhe  summit  level  to  700  feet  cannot  safely  be 
waived;  and  therefore,  in  selectmg  the  location  for  a  feeder,  tbe  disadvantages  of  a 
tnnnel  of  4  miles  and  l,6*i0  yanis,  by  one  route,  are  to  be  weighed  with  the  uncertain- 
ties attending  tbe  very  greatly-iucr  ased  length  by  the  other. 

In  comparing  the  different  routes  for  a  canal,  however,  and  the  practicability  of  each, 
we  shall  con  tine  our  vi<-w  to  the  shorter  route  tor  the  feeder,  and  on  that  supposition  the 
following  table  comprises  their  principal  cbaracteristica : 


TABLE. 

No.  of 
route. 

i 

a 
a 

B 

. 

a 
s 

2-3 

c  » 

1^ 

m 

s 

1 

< 

r 

s" 
^ 

t 

.a 

hi 

B  B  O 

5og 

e 

-5) 

fa 

1 

(d 

p 

a 

V 

J 

*B£ 

.»fiQ 

"5,2  o 

a» 

5 

o  . 

h) 

Q 

P 

H 

» 

& 

if.  Td8. 

M.  Tdt. 

Jf .  Tds. 

If.  Tds. 

If.    Tda. 

M.    Tds. 

Jf.     Tds. 

Foet. 

Jf  .   Td^. 

S 

0    430 

0    1,017 

3        333 

4      iiO 

'20       913 

8    1.713 

M        866 

1.09^ 

38        623 

3 

0    430 

0        901 

4        317 

4    648 

:tO       913 

8        8M) 

33    1,631 

1,221 

35    1.1H3 

0    717 

3        500 

5    1,716 

»    173 

16        220 

19    1,000 

45        633 

1,77-2 

26        403 

5 

0    300 

0        860 

6    1,187 

7    587 

U    1,540 

9        130 

88        597 

1,534 

33    1,723 

6 

0    300 

0        901 

6    1,500 

7    941 

11    1,540 

8       880 

27    1,601 

1.288 

35    1,183 

NoTB.— The  laat  column  develops  the  length  of  the  feeder  as  actually  traced,  bat  it  became  apparent 
on  plotting  tbe  work  that  Judicious  deviations  from  the  fir^t  trace  would  reduce  the  longest  leederto 
about  33{  miles,  and  the  others  in  proportion. 

The  shorter  tunnel  required  by  the  second  route,  to  pass  the  Alleghany  Moantain,  is 
decisive  of  its  preference  over  any  route  but  the  fourth,  whicb,  being  nearer  the  Green- 
brier River,  and  alone  exempt  from  tbe  difficulties  wbich  attend  a  feeder  to  any  sam- 
mit-level  beyond  Anthony's  Creek,  we  shall  compare  more  closely  with  the  second 
route. 

The  fourth  route  is  ll|  miles,  the  longer  of  the  two;  and  the  length  of  its  tunnel 
through  the  Alleghany  exceeds  that  of  the  second  route  by  2  miles  l,4c(3  yards ;  wbile, 
by  the  fourth  route,  we  avoid  12  miles  of  feeder,  which  includes  a  tunnel  of  4  miles  and 
1,620  yards. 

Now,  the  cost  of  constructing  12  miles  of  feeder,  even  with  a  tnnnel  of  4  miles  and 
1,620  yards,  certainly,  I  think,  would  be  less  than  the  cost  of  2  miles  1,483  yards  of  a 
tunnel  of  such  dimensions  as  would  be  adapted  to  the  navigation  of  canal-boats ;  and, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  cost  of  llf  miles  of  canal,  on  the  score  of  comparative  expense, 
the  second  route  would  be  prisferable  to  the  fourth.  If,  therefore,  it  shall  appaar 
tbat,  notwitbstanding  its  greater  length  of  feeder,  an  adeqnate  supply  may  be  de- 
pended on,  since  ihe  accomplisbmeut  of  the  same  objects  would  result  from  the  adop- 
tion of  eitber  route,  the  difference  of  expense  in  favor  of  the  second  route  will  be  con- 
sidered conclusive  of  its  preference. 

Without  entering  into  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  calculations  to  be  found  in  Lien- 
tennut  Dillabunty's  report,  relative  to  tbe  supply  of  water,  we  shall,  as  coucisjly  as 
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project  unaer  consideracion. 

From  a  careful  and  repeated  ^an^ing,  at  intervals  during  two  successive  years,  of  the 
streams  ou  which  we  rely,  we  tiud  that  their  miaimam  supply  was  as  follows,  viz  : 

Cubic  feet 
per  second. 

Greenbrier  River 43.3 

Anthony's  Creek 11.6 

Dunlap's  Creek 9.3 

Howard's  Creek 6.83 

Besides  which,  a  reservoir  maj'  be  formed  on  the  Greenbrier  River,  above  tne  com- 
mencement of  the  feeder,  to  the  summit-level,  by  a  dam  50  feet  high,  which  shall  con- 
tain 13,060,584.9  cubic  yards. 

To  compute  the  sufficiency  of  this  supply,  let  the  same  suppositions  apply  to  this 
route  as  were  adopted  by  the  United  States  board  of  internal  improvements  with  regard 
to  the  proposed  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 

They  have  assumed  an  interruption  of  the  navigation  during  the  winter  season, 
which,  from  the  elevation  of  the  summit-level,  1.903  feet  above  the  ocean,  they  sup- 
pose to  include  the  four  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and  March.  The 
buramit-level  of  the  proposed  James  and  Kanawha  Canal,  it  is  true,  is  farther  south, 
but  it  is  equally  elevaied,  (1,940  feet  above  the  ocean,)  and  I  have  not  perceived  any 
essential  difference  in  the  climate. 

During  such  a  suspension  of  the  navigation,  if  wo  only  adopt  67.6  cubic  feet  per 
Rpcond  as  the  mean  discharge  of  the  Greenbrier,  (whereas  we  believe  that  to  be  much 
less  than  the  mean  discharge  during  the  summer  months,)  it  will  be  found  that  the 
reservoir  would  be  6lled  twice,  ot  once  in  about  two  months;  and  if  we  add  to  this 
view  a  computation  of  the  supply  we  may  reasonably  expect  from  rains,  the  replenish- 
ing of  the  reservoir  will  not  only  seem  certain,  but  the  superabundance  from  that 
source  alone  will  appear  more  than  ample  to  repair  all  losses  attributable  to  the  reser- 
voir aid  feeder,  from  the  influence  of  evaporation,  absorption,  &c. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  map  of  Virginia,  and  our  own  knowledge  of  the  extent 
of  country  drained  by  that  part  of  Greenbrier  River  above  the  reservoir,  we  know  that 
the  sum  of  the  lengths  of  thp  streams  exceeds  by  far  110  miles;  and  that  an  average  of 
the  widths  of  their  valleys  is  more  than  half  a  mile.  But  if  we  assume  that  an  area  of 
but  55  square  miles  is  drained  by  the  upper  part  of  Greenbiier  and  its  tributaries,  and 
calculate  ou  no  greater  annual  fall  of  rain  in  the  elevated  region  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ated than  was  observed  to  be  the  least  quantity  which  fell  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore 
in  any  one  year  during  a  period  of  eight  years,  we  fiud  that  an  area  of  but  55  square 
miles  would  receive  during — 

Cable  yards. 

The  fall  and  winter 78,8^^0,384 

The  spring  and  summer 59, 117,696 

Thewholeyear 1....  137,998,080 

From  which,  to  continue  the  reasoning  of  the  board,  it  is  seen — 1st,  that  two-thirds 
of  the  tirst  quantity,  or  52,586,929  cubic  yards,  is  more  than  four  times  as  much  as  will 
be  necessary  to  till  the  reservoir  in  four  months;  and  2(1,  that  59,117,696  cubic  yards, 
-or  the  second  quantity,  is  equivalent  to  upward  of  100  cubic  feet  (102.63)  per  second, 
during  six  mouths,  and  might  be  deemed  the  mean  discharge  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months,  instead  of  67.6  cubic  feet,  which  we  have  assumed  for  the  mean  sup- 
ply of  the  winter  months.  That  the  truth  of  thi^  last  deduction  may  be  less  doubtful, 
it  is  to  be  remarked  that  if  we  have  appai^ently  lost  sight  of  the  hltratious  and  evap- 
orations of  rain-water,  55  square  miles  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  whole  extent  of 
country  drained  above  the  reservoir;  that  the  usual  quantity  of  rain  is  much  greater 
than  has  been  assumed;  and  that  ouc  own  observations  would  lead  us  to  believe  the 
meau  supply  of  Greenbrier  Rivei: during  thesutnmer  months  to  be  more  than  100  cubic 
feet  per  second. 

However,  to  forego  further  speculation,  and  to  return  to  the  supply  of  water  on 
which,  by  the  most  unfavorable  supposition,  we  may  rely — omitting  at  this  time  the 
supply  from  Dunlap's  Creek  and  Howard's  Creek,  which  is  taken  in  below  the  summit- 
level — we  have  a  reservoir  witti  an  area  of  2,508,333  square  yards,  whose  prism  ot 
available  water  is  13,060,584  cubic  yards ;  43.3  cubic  feet  per  second  from  Greenbrier 
River,  and  11.6  cubic  feet  per  second  from  Anthony's  Creek ;  or,  a  total  supply  from 
Greenbrier  and  Anthony's  Creek  of  54.9  cubic  feet  per  second — say  55  cubic  feet. 

This  quantity  is  to  meet  the  losses  of  a  feeder  33|  miles  long,  to  supply  the  lockage 
of  the  canal,  and  the  losses  by  filtration  and  evaporation  of  the  summit-level,  and  the 
portions  of  canal  on  either  side  of  it,  which,  together,  include  about  Hi  miles — besides 
making  up  such  deticieuoy  as  may  arise  from  the  inade([aaoy  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  to 
supply  about  17|  miles  of  canal;  and  of  the  Howard's  Creek,  to  meet  the  losses  ot  but 
4  miles  of  canal. 
41)  £ 
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asenuied  to  be  the  minimumf  rendero  snch  an  allowaDoe  unoecessary,  and  becanse  the 
shape  of  the  valley  will  admit  the  raising  of  the  dam  to  any  height  to  add  to  the  res- 
ervoir a  sufBcieDt  quantity  to  overbalance  it. 

We  way  calculate,  then,  on  a  monthly  snpply  of  1,632,573.1  cubic  yards  from  the 
reservoir,  5,168,888.08  cubic  yards  from  Greenbrier  River  and  Anthony's  Creek,  or 
6,801,461.18  cubic  yards  for  the  total  monthly  snpply.  From  this  quantity,  however, 
we  must  deduct,  to  obtain  that  available  at  the  summit-level,  the  losses  of  the  feeder 
in  its  course  from  Greenbrier  River.  With  an  area  for  its  transverse  section  of  10 
square  yards,  and  a  length  of  33f*  miles,  the  feeder  will  contain  592,535  cubic  yards, 
and  we  will  make  the  extravagant  supposition  that  it  may  lose  the  whole  of  its  prism 
every  15  days,  or  1,185,070  cubic  yards  per  month.  Deducting  this  quantity  from  the 
total  monthly  supply,  there  will  remain  5,616,391.18  cubic  yards,  which  is  thus  com- 
pared with  the  remaining  requisitions  dependent  on  it. 

Waiving  a  particular  recital  of  the  arrangement  of  the  trade,  we  will  snppose  it 
limited  to  100  boats  per  day ;  that  the  boats  pass  the  locks  alternately,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, no  boat  would  of  necessity  expend  more  than  one  lock-full  of  water  in  its 
passage  to  the  summit-level.  But,  as  a  prudent  provision  for  contingencies,  let  it  be 
assumed  that  each  boat  will  reqnire  a  lock-full  and  a  half,  or,  the  locks  being  of  the 
same  dimensions  as  were  proposed  for  the  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  6'&  cubic 
yards.  The  monthly  allowance  for  lockage,  then,  if  3,000  boats  should  pass  the  sum- 
mit-level, will  be  1,869,000  cubic  yards,  which,  taken  from  5,616,391.18  cubic  yards, 
(the  available  supply  aft«r  deducting  the  losses  of  the  feeder,)  leaves  3,747,391.18 
cubic  yards.  If  this  residue  were  all  that  we  could  command  to  snpply  the  canal  in 
its  whole  course  from  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek, 
a  distance  of  about  'c'S^  miles,  whereas  not  quite  half  that  distance  is  dependent  on  it, 
it  would  abundantly  meet  all  the  losses  of  the  canal  from  absorption,  filtration,  and 
evaporation. 

But  let  us  add  to  this  residne  but  5  cubic  feet  per  second  for  the  snpply  from  Dun- 
lap's  Creek — but  little  more  than  half  the  minimum  supply  we  have  ever  known  it  to 
yield — and  6  cubic  feet  per  second  from  Howard's  Creek,  and  we  shall  realize  an  acces- 
sion to  our  monthly  supply  of  1,056,000  cubic  yards,  or  we  shall  have  143,384.8  cubic 
yards  per  ntonth  per  mile  to  secure  the  canal  from  its  losses  by  evaporation,  absorp- 
tion, and  filtration,  an  allowance  equivalent  to  nearly  90  cubic  feet  (89.6)  per  mile  per 
minute,  t 

The  relative  situations  of  the  Cheat  and  Greenbrier  Rivers,  with  the  opportunity  of 
forming  a  succession  of  reservoirs  in  the  valley  of  the  latter,  suggest  additional  secur- 
ity against  any  probable  failure  in  the  supply  of  water;  but  it  is  needless  to  amplify 
a  discussion  already  so  far  extended  that  the  most  cautious  may  not  cavil  at  the  con- 
clusion that  A  canal  from  the  James  to  the  Kanawha  River,  by  the  valleys  of  Dnnlap's 
and  Howard's  Creeks,  is  demonstrably  practicable. 

To  the  determination  of  this  question,  I  have  before  remarked,  all  the  preliminary 
operations  of  the  first  season  were  exclusively  directed ;  and,  so  far,  we  have  been  con- 
fined entirely  to  the  results  afforded  by  the  experimental  survey.  But,  pursuant  to  my 
instructions,  that,  *<  for  the  practical  works,  the  surveys  must  be  performed  in  snch  a 
manner  as  to  afford  the  route  itself  of  the  work,  with  all  the  circnmstances  of  the 
ground  which  have  a  blearing  upon  excavation,  embankment,  crossings  by  aqueducts 
and  culverts,  dams,  &c.,"  when,  in  May,  1827,  the  surveys  were  resumed,  the  precise 
location  of  a  line  of  canal  from  the  respective  heads  of  boat-navigation  on  the  James 
and  Kanawha  Rivers  was  the  next  object  which  occupied  my  brigade. 

The  location  of  that  portion  of  canal  between  Covington  and  the  mouth  of  How- 
ard's Creek  with  that  of  all  the  works  connected  with  the  summit-level,  such  as  feed- 
ers, reservoirs,  &c.,  was  constituted  one  object,  and  its  accomplishment  assigned  to 
Lieutenants  Cook  and  Fespenden.  The  continuation  of  the  canal  through  the  valleys 
of  Greenbrier  and  Great  Kanawha  RTvers,  from  the  ^uouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the 
foot  of  the  Great  Falls,  with  all  the  considerations  incident  to  the  project,  another 
object,  the  accomplishment  of  which  was  intrusted  to  Lieutenants  Hazzard  and 
Thompson. 

The  reports  of  Lieutenants  Cook  and  Hazzard,  which  are  hereto  appended,  with  the 
different  maps  and  profiles  relating  to  the  route,  will  fully  exhibit  the  details  which  I 

»  See  table,  page  768. 

tThe  United  States  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  in  their  report  of  October  23, 
1826,  on  the  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  Canal,  (page  54,)  admits  the  sufficiency  of  120.000 
cubic  yards  per  mile  per  month  as  an  nllowuncefor  absorption,  evaporation,  and  filtra- 
tion. And  Dr.  William  Howard,  United  States  civil  engineer,  in  his  "  report  on  the 
survey  of  a  canal  Irom  the  Potomac  to  Baltimore,''  remarks  that  '*li  cubic  feet  per 
second  per  mile  appears  a  far  more  ample  allowance  than  will  be  needed  for  the  lock- 
age, evaporation,  and  filtration  of  a  canal  placed  in  favorable  circnmstances  for  retain- 
ing water." 
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verse  as  well  as  longitudinal  slope  of  the  grouod^  iucludinjj;  the  works,  tbe  nature  of 
the  soil,  rocks,  &c.,  the  height  of  the  freshets.  It  will  remain  to  me,  however,  to  pre- 
sent a  connected  and  more  general  view  of  the  whole  route. 

To  facilitate  a  perspicuous  arrangement  of  the  subject,  let  the  first  section  extend 
from  the  James  to  the  Greenbrier  Kiver ;  the  second  section  include  that  portion  of  the 
canal  along  the  Greenbrier;  and  the  third  section  that  portion  between  the  mouth  of 
Greenbrier  and  its  terraiiia  ion  at  the  foot  of  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha. 

I%r8t  section. — The  minuter  surveys  incident  to  the  locations  included  in  this  section, 
while  they  test  the  accuracy  of  the  experimental  surveys,  develop  results  somewhat 
different.  The  elevation  of  the  summit-level,  for  instance,  was  established  at  694  fee'j 
instead  of  700  feet  as  heretofore  assumed,  and  the  depth  of  cutting  at  either  end  of  the 
tunnel  through  the  Alleghany  was  extended  to  50  feet,  instead  of  35  feet,  to  which,  iu 
comparing  the  lengths  of  tunnels  by  the  different  routes,  we  had  limited  it.  The  rea- 
sons for  changing  the  elevation  of  "the  summit- level  are  not,  perhaps,  important,  but 
the  depth  of  cutting  was  extended  to  50  feet  becanse  it  was  found  that  the  tunnel 
would  be  materially  shortened ;  illustrative  of  which  fact  I  would  add,  that  on  the 
western  side  alone,  the  length  of  the  tunnel  is  diminished  533  yardd  by  extending  the 
cut  to  the  depth  of  50  feet. 

Dividing  this  section  into  three  parts,  the  first  subdivision  will  comprise  the  summit- 
level  and  all  the  works  belonging  to  it.  The  length  of  the  summit-level  is  4  miles  789 
yards,  which  distance  includes  a  short  basin  of  98  yards  in  the  valley  of  Fork  Run  ;  a 
deep  cnt  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  tunnel  of  458  yards;  a  tunnel  through  the  Alle- 
ghany of  2  miles  and  1,1*20  yards;  a  cut  at  the  western  end  of  the  tunnel  or  1  mile  177 
yards,  and  a  basin  from  the  termination  of  the  latter  cut,  which  extends  696  yards. 

The  profile  of  the  ridge  immediately  over  the  tunnel  indicates  frequent  great  de- 
pressions, where  it  crosses  the  ravines  of  the  head  branches  of  Fork  Hun  and  Tuckahoe, 
although  between  those  depressions  the  ridge  sometimes  attains  a  very  great  beight 
above  the  summit-level.  But  the  necessity,  and  to  what  extent,  of  siuking  shafts  iu 
the  construction  of  the  tunnel,  where  those  depressions  do  not  exist,  will  be  better 
seen  by  designating  their  position  in  the  following  tabular  form : 


Number  of  depressions. 

DiRtancefiom  the 
end  of  the  deep 
cut  at  the  east- 
ern end  of  the 
tunnel. 

hi 

III 

*S2 

ill 

III 
111 

Q 

1 

Mi/es. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

1 
2 
3 

Tards. 

500 

740 

953 

1.1&3 

1,516 

353 

773 

1,017 

1,677 

500 

1,120 

Feet 
160 
166 
126 
180 
300 
276 
458 
515 
805 
130 
50 

Feet 
245 
203 
249 
230 
374 
578 
50 
605 
706 
368 
3d4 

Tarda. 
500 

2 

240 

3 

213 

4       .         .           

230 

5     

3:»3 

6 

597 

7 

430 

8    ...     : 

214 

9 

660 

10 

583 

11 

620 

End      of 
tunneL 

In  relation  to  the  probable  formation  of  the  ridge  through  which  the  tunnel  would 
pass,  of  course  we  cannot  speak  with  any  certainty  ;  but  appearances  at  and  near  the 
surface  in  the  vicinity  would  incline  us  t-o  expect  the  interposition  of  compact  sand- 
stone the  greater  part  of  the  distance.  The  cutting  at  either  end  of  the  tunnel,  it  is 
thought,  will  prove  as  favorable  for  its  depth  as  could  reasonably  be  expected  any- 
where; it  will  probably  consist  principally  of  an  argillaceous  slate  and  sandstone  of 
slaty  structure,  intermixed  with  a  soil  (nearer  the  surface)  of  sand  and  clay. 

Feeder  from  the  Greenbrier  Riccr  to  the  summit-level. — The  location  of  this  work  does 
not  vary  materially  from  that  pursued  by  the  experimental  surveys.  Its  length  has 
been  diminished  to  31  miles  130  yards,  but  it  still  involves  a  tunnel  of  5  miles  and  200 
yards.  The  same  formation  will  doubtless  be  encountered  by  this  tunnel  as  by  that 
through  the  Alleghany  Mountain  ;  and  the  cutting,  at  either  end  of  the  tunnel,  will  be 
similar  to  what  is  expected  in  the  deep  cuts  of  the  summit- level. 

The  height  of  the  ridge  above  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the  feeder,  ali  different 
points  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  tie  tunnel,  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 
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«5 

5  w  be 

Si 
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Number  of  depresalons. 

1^1  § 

2  ®  ©  ® 

ttbH 

11 
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5  *=^** 

O  © 

g;   g   P- 

S"^*- « 

■So-  c 

e  B-Mja 

fSJ'.atM  a 

ti 

^  <V  9** 

'S  ee  c«^ 

••^  o 

P 

m 

c- 

Q 

Miles. 

Yards. 

Feet 

FeH. 

Yards. 

I 

1,260 

690 

1,006 

100 
153 
204 

262 
199 
253 

1.260 

a 

1 
1 

1.  190 

3 

316 

4 

1 

1,374 

211 

351 

368 

5 

2 

409 

298 

547 

795 

fi 

2 
2 

799 
1,066 

373 
419 

424 

550 

390 

7 

267 

8 

2 
2 

1,  4-26 
1,622 

3M) 
482 

604 
529 

360 

9 

196 

10 

3 
3 
3 

52 
362 
675 
888 

15 

513 
772 
718 
733 
7U3 

599 

eoi 

799 
747 
929 

190 

11.  ...                     .              

310 

12 

313 

i:i 

213 

14 

817 

15    ..     ..                 ..            

155 
435 

712 
852 

777 
898 

140 

16..* 

280 

17 

735 
1, 235 

^97 
5f5( 

934 
Dcpceiid- 

300 

J8 

(            500 
)            725 

19 

5 

200 

35, 

iug. 

The  tniiuel  begins  and  ends  where  the  cutting  is  about  35  feet  deep. 

It  wiJl  have  been  observed  that  the  hj^ij;ht  of  the  ridge  above  the  tunnel  far  exceeds 
theheightof  the  depression  spoken  of,  (page  768,)  and  the  observation  leads  to  theiuqniry 
if  it  might  not  be  better  to  give  the  tunnel  the  direction  of  those  valleys  which  head  in 
that  depression,  instead  of  a  perfectly  straight  direction  through  the  ridge.  In  that 
event  the  greatest  height  of  the  ridge  above  the  tunnel  need  not  exceed  ^^00  feet,  and 
the  protilo  ^  ill  show  that  on  both  sides  the  ground  rapidly  falls  to  within  150  feet  above 
the  tunnel. 

We  could  conform  to  the  direction  of  the  opposite  valleys,  and  continue  the  tunnel 
straight,  or  very  nearly  so,  till  it  reached  the  valley  at  Anthony's  Creek,  when  one  turn 
would  be  necessary.  Its  length,  under  tliose  circumstances,  would  be  5  miles  and  950 
yards,  or  it  would  be  but  750  yards  longer  than  if  it  were  perfectly  straight.  I  am. 
however,  rather  inclined  to  think  it  fortunate  that  such  appalling  difficulties  as  wonld 
obstruct  the  progress  of  a  straight  tunnel  can  so  easily  be  diminished  than  to  hesitate 
in  recommending  the  longer  tunnel  because  of  its  increased  length ;  aud  I  would  there- 
fore add,  for  the  whole  length  of  the  feeder,  the  difference  between  the  lengths  of  the 
two  tunnels,  to  31  miles  200  yards. 

Lieutenant  Cook's  report  will  furnish  every  other  fact  connected  with  the  feebler  from 
Greenbrier  River,  or  relative  to  the  reservoir  on  tha*".  river.  The  feeder  from  Anthony's 
Creek  he  has  omitted  to  mention  intersects  the  main  feeder  in  the  11th  mile  from  the 
summit-level ;  it  is  one  mile  aud  1,509  yards  long,  and  passes  dosvu  the  right  shore  of 
Anthony's  Creek  without  any  difficulty.  The  dimensions  of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  this 
feeder  aie  shown  on  the  map. 

SECOND  SUBDIVISION. 

This  extends  from  the  eastern  end  of  the  summit-level  to  the  James  River,  opposite 
the  town  of  Covington,  and  includes  19  miles  and  73  yards  of  canal,  and  092  feet  of  lock- 
age, to  the  surface  of  a  basin  suitable  to  the  reception  of  the  canal-boats. 

For  the  first  2  miles  and  1,072  yards  from  the  summit-level,  or  thatj  included  in  the 
valley  of  Fork  Run,  we  unavoidably  fall  264  feet;  preserving,  however,  with  some  ex- 
ceptions, in  which  resort  is  had  to  contiguous  locks,  a  succession  of  short  levels,  cou- 
neoted  by  locks  of  8  feet  lift. 

The  descent  from  the  first  to  the  second  level,  and  from  the  seventh  to  the  eighth 
level,  was  effected  by  two  contiguous  locks;  while  the  third  and  fourth  levels  are 
united  by  five,  and  tlie  tenth  and  eleventh  levels  by  four,  contiguous  locks. 

The  actual  descent  of  the  valley  in  positions  where  it  was  essential  to  confirm  as 
much  as  possible  to  that  descent  to  avoid  rocky  and  precipitous  slopes,  which  would 
else  have  been  encountered,  or,  in  other  cases,  expensive  and  deep  embankments  over 
broad  ai>d  de^p  ravines — in  fine,  a  regard  to  the  various  circumstances  of  the  ground — 
sometimes  recommended  a  combination  of  locks  in  preference  to  a  succession  uf  levols. 
Kven  with  such  a  disposition  as  Wds  made  of  the  locks,  the  canal  down  the  valley  of 
VoTk  Run  passes  aloi«g  a  very  steep  slope,  varying  from  12^  to  u*o,  till  within  about 
f  of  a  mila  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  when  it  occuines  a  flat. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


01  uiiuiap'HUreeK,  lae  canal  was  locaiea  unaer  iiiuoD  luore  lavoraoie  circninsianced, 
the  fallbeiug  much  lessm  a  given  distance  and  the  valley  much  wider.  As  I  have  re- 
marked in  another  part  of  this  report,  bottom-lands  always  present  themselvt'S  on  one 
or  the  other  side  ;  and  although  these  alternate  with  bUitis  and  occasional  cliffsi,  which 
have  more  than  one*)  induced  us  to  cross  tbe  stream,  neitner  the  lengths  nor  height-sof 
the  aqueducts  would  be  buch  as  \o  render  them  very  expensive.  It  may  be  satisfac- 
tory, however,  to  observe  that,  whatever  difiiculty  may  have  presented  itself  on  one 
Bide,  the  cretk  has  never  been  crossed  till,  from  an  actual  experiment  on  both  sides,  it 
seemed  proper  to  do  so ;  and  the  field-notes  may  therefore  be  referred  to  for  the  precise 
motives  which  determined  the  location  adopted  for  the  canal. 

From  the  mouth  of  Fork  Hun  to  its  termination  opposite  Covington  the  canal  is 
divided  into  r>0  levels,  connected  wiih  eHch  other,  as  heretofore,  by  locks  ofS  feet  lift, 
except  in  three  instances,  where  the  descent  is  mude  by  two  contiguous  locks.  The 
descent  from  the  last  level  to  the  basin  proposed  at  theeud  of  the  canal  is  etlected  by 
a  lock  of  12  feet  lift. 

The  excavation  along  Dtinlap's  Creek  will,  in  general,  be  of  the  easiest  kind,  through 
bottoms  or  along  hill-bides  of  sand  aud  clay,  sometimes  mixed  wiih  argillaceoos  slate. 
The  bottoms  aie  uniformly  composed  of  a  vegetable  mold  about  a  foot  thick,  resting 
on  a  bed  of  clay.  Lim«^^ stone  is  found  in  the  valley  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  opposite  the 
canal,  near  Crow's  tavern,  and  in  several  other  places ;  but  it  was  not  observed  to  in- 
tersect our  line  ;  in  fact,  we  have  little  apprehension  that  the  canal  would  experience 
more  ihan  the  ordinary  losses  incident  to  similar  works  favorably  situated  fur  retain- 
ing water. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  introduction  into  the  canal  of  the  supply  aflforded  by 
Dunlap's  Creek ;  ic  is  to  be  very  easily  effected  by  a  short  feeder  of  but  010  yards' 
length,  from  a  dam  barely  high  enough  to  divert  the  course  of  the  stream.  The  situa- 
tion of  the  dam  is  not  far  below  the  mouth  of  Fork  Run,  and  the  level  into  which  the 
supply  is  introduced  is  2  miles  and  1,718  yaids  from  the  summit-level. 


THIRD  SUBDIVISION. 

This  comprises  a  succession  of  short  levels,  connected  by  single  locks  of  the  uniform 
lift  of  8  feet,  and  extends  from  the  western  end  of  the  summit-level  through  the  valley 
of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  left  bank  of  Gre«nbner  River.  It  includes  a  distance  of  6 
miles  aud  155  yards  aud  a  descent  of  216  feet. 

It  is  unnecessaiy,  however,  to  dwell  upon  this  subdivision  ;  it  presents  no  difficulty 
deserving  of  particular  comment,  and  all  its  features  are  sufliciently  developed  on  the 
map.  The  supply  from  Howard's  Creek,  if  at  all  needed,  may,  perhaps,  with  most 
facility,  be  brought  into  the  sixteenth  level,  which  begins  just  below  a  very  rapid 
part  of  the  creek.  A  feeder  of  but  3J3  yards'  length,  with  a  dam  *iO  yards  .long  and  7 
feet  high,  would  be  sufficient. 

A  review  of  the  first  section  of  the  canal  affords  the  following  summary  of  some  of 
its  principal  features 


DiBtaDce. 

No.  of 
locks. 

Ascent. 

Descent. 

James  River  to  8ummit<Ievel 

Miles. 
19 
4 

e 

Yards. 
155 

b6 

Feet. 
692 

Feet. 

Suiuniit-level 

SuQiQiit>level  to  GreoDbrier  River 

27 

216 

Total 

31 

1.017  j        113 

692 

216 

Feeders. 


From  Greenbrier  River  to  snninilt-level 

From  Anthouv's  Creek  to  main  feeder 

From  Dunlap^s  Creek  to  twenty-seventh  level  of 
From  Howard's  Creek  to  sixteenth  level  of  canal 


Total  length  of  feeders. 


Length. 


Yards. 

130 

1.509 

610 

233 


I  have  omitted  to  advert  to  the  diminished  contents  of  th'^  reservoir  on  Greenbrier 
River  resulting  from  Lieutenant  Cook^s  seh ction  of  the  site  for  a  dam,  (see  his  report, 
page  787,)  because  no  doubts  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  supply  have  arisen  from 
that  circumstance.    For  it  will  be  perceived  that,  by  increasing  the  height  of  the  dam 
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leave  a  superabuDclance  beyond  all  the  wants  of  the  canal. 

Second  section. — The  first  section  t-erniinatiuK  but  33  feet  above  low-water  mark, 
vis,  the  surface  of  canal,  it  is  thonj2;ht  advisable  to  prolong  that  level  across  the  river ; 
for  the  height  to  which  freshets  sometimes  rise  might  else  endanger  the  security  of  the 
aqueduct. 

The  length  of  the  aqueduct  under  those  circumstances  wonid  be  167  yards,  at  the 
end  of  which  we  descend  by  two  locks,  of  8^  feet  lift  each,  to  what  Lieutenant  Hazzard 
terms  his  first  level.  An  additional  supply  of  water  may  with  great  ease  be  intro- 
duced into  the  canal  on  either  side  of  the  river,  even  at  the  elevation  of  the  aqueduct. 
A  feeder  on  the  left  shore  of  but  1,260  yanls  in  length,  from  a  darn  13  feet  high  and  108 
yards  long,  would  effect  the  object.  But  I  think  it  to  be  preferre<l  that  the  new  supply 
be  admitted  just  beyond  the  aqueduct,  from  which  to  a  dam  of  even  less  elevation  a 
shorter  feeder  along  the  right  shore  would  answer  equally  well. 

Arrived  at  the  firet  level  beyond  the  aqueduct,  the  location  of  this  section  was  con- 
tinued, under  various  circumstances,  to  its  t-ermination  at  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier 
River.  The  cliffs  which  impinge  upon  the  stream,  and  which  at  times  the  canal  un- 
avoidably encounters,  may  rather  be  considered  exceptions  to  the  otherwise  generally 
favorablo  nature  of  the  ground,  than  as  characterizing  this  section  as  at  all  remark- 
able for  the  extent  of  the  obstacles  to  its  easy  execution. 

Its  length  is  49  miles  and  151  yards,  which  distance  is  subdivided  into  36  levels,  (the 
aqueduct  being  included,)  united  by  locks  of  the  uniform  lift  of  8  feet,  excepting  the 
two  locks  of  8^  feet  lift  at  the  end  of  the  aqueduct  across  the  Greenbrier.  The  canal 
therefore  descends  297  feet  in  its  progress  to  New  River.* 

The  only  tributary  streams  of  any  consequence  crossed  by  this  section  of  canal  are 
Mill  Creek,  Muddy  Creek,  and  Hunger's  Creek;  the  first  requiring  an  aqueduct  100 
feet  long  and  17^  feet  high,  and  the  two  others  aqueducts  of  but  50  feet  length  and 
17^  feet  height.  It  does  not  appear  advisable  to  introduce  either  of  them  into  the 
canal;  for  ev#»ry  facility  exists  for  obtaining  an  abundant  supply  from  the  river,  to 
which  we  must  necessarily  resort.  Suitable  sites  for  dams  acioss  Greenbrier  very  fre- 
quently occur,  but  their  position  and  dimensions  will  readily  be  seen  on  reference  to 
the  maps. 

On  the  b'ft,  or  east  side,  as  we  descend  below  Howard's  Creek,  the  number  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  tribut-iry  streams  are  also  so  limited,  that  we  are  led  to  ascribe  the  in- 
creased size  of  Greenbrier  River,  observable  in  its  progress  to  New  River,  rather  to  the 
existence  of  numerous  springs  which  rise  within  or  near  its  be>l  than  to  contributions 
from  more  distant  sources;  Second  Creek,  perhaps,  being  the  only  stream  from  the  left 
which  materially  adds  to  the  volume  of  the  river. 

Third  section. — This  extends  67  miles  and  779  yards,  and  includes  a  total  descent  of 
762  feet  to  the  surface  of  a  natural  basin  below  the  Great  i^'alis  of  Kanawha  River,  and 
it  is  the  peculiar  character  of  a  portion  of  the  valley  included  in  this  section  which 
wonld  present  the  most  appalling  difficulties  to  the  construction  of  a  canal. 

For  45  miles,  or  to  Bowyer's  Ferry,  obstacles,  such  as  are  almost  continuous  between 
Bowyer's  Ferry  and  the  Gauley  River,  are  confined  to  but  a  comparatively  small  por- 
tion of  the  distance,  but  below  Bowyer's  Ferry  it  would  be  only  at  great  expense  that 
the  canal  could  be  protected  against  the  impetuosity  of  a  current  almost  resistless  dur- 
ing the  swollen  stages  of  the  river. 

This  is  exemplified  in  the  fact  that  freshets  sometimes  attain  the  great  height  of  3.'> 
and  even  50  feet  in  some  places,  within  whose  utmost  reach  there  could  be  no  security 
to  the  durability  of  any  work,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  intermediate  space  between 
low-water  mark  and  the  clifl's,  which  rise  nearly  perpendicularly  far  several  hundred 
feet ;  for  notwithstanding,  even  below  Bowyer's  Ferry,  there  is  generally  room  enough 
for  the  canal  between  low-water  mark  and  the  cliffs,  and  that  the  interval  may  never 
be  wholly  overflowed,  it  is  occupied  by  mssses  of  huge  rocks  exhibiting  u  surface 
almost  too  irregular  to  be  defined.  These  rocks,  however,  may  be  converted  into  a 
kind  of  bench,  on  which  the  canal  could  be  sustained  beyond  the  reach  of  freshets,  and 
eventually  might  facilitate  its  construction;  but  the  necessity  of  high  and  extensive 
walliug  would  still  exist,  and  the  total  absence  of  any  suitable  material  for  puddling 
the  canal  would  be  irremediable  except  at  the  cost  and  trouble  of  procuring  it  from  a 
dw^ance,  unless,  indeed,  clay  of  a  proper  consistency  be  obtained  near  the  verge  of  the 
cliffs,  when  this  latter  source  of  expense  may  be  very  much  diminished  from  the  ease 
with  which  it  might  be  deposited  at  convenient  intervals  along  the  line. 

The  rocks  at  the  foot  of  the  cliffs  have  evety  appearance  of  having  at  some  period 
been  precipitated  from  different  points  of  the  cliffs,  and,  although  ages  may  have  since 
elapsed,  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  any  work  at  the  base 
of  the  clifis  against  the  destmctive  effects  of  a  similar  occurrence.    It  is  not  con- 

*The  Great  Kanawha  River  is  more  familiarly  known  us  New  River  above  its  conflu- 
ence with  the  Gauley  River. 
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by  8ome  extraordinary  convalsion  of  natare  beyond  wbat  we  bave  reason  to  anticipate. 

Above  Bowyer's  Ferry  the  valley  is  mnoh  wider,  and,  although  the  canal  woald  fre- 
qnently  occupy  steep  slopes,  such  difflcnlties  as  exist  below  are  not  to  be  apprehended 
either  from  the  heights  of  freshets  or  the  perpendicularity  of  the  banks.  No  trace  was 
perceived  of  the  water  ever  having  risen  more  than  thirteen  feet  above  its  ordinary 
channel  until  within  a  few  miles  or  Bowyer's  Ferry,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
places  designated  by  Lieutenant  Hazzard  as  requiring  walling  to  protect  the  canal, 
there  is  comparatively  but  little  difficulty  in  sustaining  the  line  beyond  the  reach  of 
freshets. 

The  tributaries  to  New  River,  between  Greenbrier  and  the  Ganley  Rivers,  are  few 
and  unimportant;  and  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha,  two  miles  below  the  Gauley,  des- 
ignates as  well  the  commencement  of  an  entirely  different  country  from  that  above  as 
the  termination  of  our  ideal  section. 

Tug  Falls,  Buffalo  Falls,  Richmond  Falls,  and  the  Great  Falls,  with  an  almost  con- 
tinuous rapid,  when  perpendicular  falls  do  not  occur — in  all,  constituting  a  spectacle 
the  sublimity  of  which  can  scarcely  be  surpassed — characterize  New  River  below  its 
confluence  with  the  Greenbrier  as  an  impetuous  and  almost  resistless  torrent.  And 
the  general  aspect  of  both  sides  of  the  river,  with  the  wild  features  of  its  valley,  can 
offer  few  temptations  to  the  intrusion  of  civilized  man.  Bat  the  Great  Kanawha  ma- 
jestically pursues  its  placid  course  through  a  rich  aud  fertile  valley,  and  is  said  to 
present  but  few  obstructions  to  a  perfect  navigation  from  the  falls  to  the  Ohio  River. 

The  general  structure  of  the  country  below  Greenbrier  River  is  based  on  sandstone 
(gray  aud  red)  or  a  compact  limestone,  and  coal  of  an  excellent  quality  exists,  in  ex- 
haustlees  quantities,  from  Sewell  Mountain  westward. 

Having  now  sufficiently  reviewed  the  several  sections  in  detail,  the  following  sum- 
mary of  the  whole  route  will  conclude  the  subject  which  has  heretofore  occupied  us : 


SUMMARY. 


Distance. 

Lockage. 

James  River  to  the  Greenbrier  River 

MUetf.  1  Yards. 
M       1,017 
49  1        151 
67  j        779 

In  feet 
008 

TheDce  to  New  River 

297 

Thence  to  the  basin  below  the  Great  Falls 

76'i 

Total 

148 

187 

1  967 

ROANOKK  AND  KANAWHA  CANAL. 


On  completing  the  surveys  relating  to  a  canal  from  James  River  to  the  .Great  Ka- 
nawha, those  having  reference  to  other  objects  enumerated  in  my  instructions  were 
immediately  undertaken;  and  although  a  detailed  report  on  the  Roanoke  and  Ka- 
nawha Canal  is  unavoidably  postponed  till  the  drawings  illustrative  of  the  survey 
shall  be  more  advanced,  a  brier  summary  of  the  more  important  fapts  may,  at  this  time, 
be  satisfactory,  as  it  will  suffice  to  show  the  great  facility  with  which  those  rivers  may 
be  united. 

The  experimental  surveys,  which  extended  along  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  from  the 
southern  source  of  one  of  the  branches  of  the  North  Fork  of  Roanoke,  beyoud  Christ- 
iansburg  on  the  north,  to  the  South  Fork  of  Elliot's  Creek  on  the  south,  indicate  the 
existence  of  frequent  great  depressions  in  the  dividing  ridge,  or  rather  a  general  de- 
pression of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  in  its  course  between  the  waters  of  the  Roanoke 
and  those  which,  flowing  westward,  empty  into  Little  River. 

But  the  point  which  imposingly  presents  itself  as  offering  superior  advantages  for 
the  passage  of  the  Allegheny  by  a  canal  is  at  the  sources  of  the  North  Fork  of  Elliot's 
Creek,  a  tributary  to  the  South  Fork  of  Roanoke,  and  "  Green  Head  Branch  "  of  Meadow 
Creek,  a  tributary  to  Little  River. 

An  abundant  supply  of  water  might  be  obtained  from  Little  River,  even  were  our 
summit-level  of  the  same  elevation  as  that  of  the  very  top  of  the  mountain,  in  the 
depression  alluded  to;  but  apprised  of  tha£  fact  from  the  results  of  our  experimental 
surveys,  sufficient  considerations  recommended,  notwithstanding,  a  location  of  the 
canal  in  the  following  manner: 

The  summit-level  commences  on  the  east  side  with  a  cut,  which  in  1,320  yards  attains 
its  greatest  depth  of  30  feet,  (above  the  surface  of  the  canal,)  and  terminating  on  the 
west  side  144  yards  beyond  the  end  of  the  cut,  includes,  in  all,  1,464  yards. 

The  canal  then  descends,  through  the  valley  of  Meadow  Creek,  to  Little  River,  and 
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t'bence  along  Little  River  to  New  River,  under  circnmstances  As  favorable  as  might  be 
expected,  no  difficulties  occurring  worthy  of  comment  at  this  time;  the  distance  from 
the  summit-level  to  the  latter  point  being  10  miles  769  yards,  and  the  fall  ^8  feet.* 
From  tbe  month  of  Little  River  it  is  prolonged  on  the  right  bank  of  New  River  to  its 
intersection  with  tbe  James  and  Kanawha  Canal ;  and  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier,  for 
most  of  the  distance,  tbe  canal  occupies  very  iavorable  ground  through  extensive  llaUi 
which  border  on  the  river. 

These  flats,  however,  are  not  continuons,  and  frequently,  for  short  distances,  we  must 
encounter  cliffs  which  impinge  upon  the  streams;  but,  with  the  remark  that  tbe  dif- 
ference is  rather  in  favor  of  the  valley  of  New  River,  we  shall  not  create  an  erroneous 
impression  if  we  refer  to  the  location  down  the  Greenbrier  as  tbe  standard  by  which 
we  may  Judge  of  that  between  Greenbrier  and  the  mouth  of  Little  River. 

RHturuing  to  the  summit-level,  the  descent  on  the  eastern  side,  until  we  arrive  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  main  valley  of  the  North  Fork  of  Elliot's  Creek,  is  such  as  to  nece^- 
sitate  a  sucoi-ssiou  of  short  levels,  and  the  canal  falls,  by  locks  of  8  feet  lift,  1^20  feet 
in  but  1  mile  485  yards;  the  next  11  miles  115  yards  bring  us  to  tbe  mouth  of  Elliot's 
Crt-ek,  and  comprise  62  levels  and  adescent  of  49H  feet;  wbeuce,  through  the  wide  and 
fertile  valley  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Roanoke,  the  location  extended  to  the  forks, 
where  the  tie! d-operat ions  of  the  brigade  terminated  for  the  season. 

The  distance  fiom  the  mouth  of  Eliiot's  Creek  to  the  termination  of  the  canal,  near 
the  forks  of  the  Roanoke,  is  9  miles  1,320  yards,  and  the  fall  200  feet.t  The  canal,  there- 
fore, from  tbe  month  of  the  Greenbrier  River  t<o  tbe  latter  point,  inc'udes  an  ascent  of 
657.7  feet,  in  a  distance  of  94  miles  106  yards,  (the  distance  from  the  Greenbrier  to  the 
mouth  of  Little  River  being  83  miles  and  1,097  yards,  and  tbe  ri^e  369.7  feet,)  a  sum- 
mit-level of  1,464  yaide,  and  a  descent  in  22  miles  and  100  yards  of  816  feet;  or  the 
total  distance  is  116  miles  and  1,730  yards,  and  the  lockage  1,473.7  feet. 

SUPI*LY  OF  WATER. 

It  is  the  great  facility  with  which  this  is  obtained  that  so  distinctly  characterizes 
the  connection  in  view  as  one  so  verv  feasible  in  its  execution.  Little  River,  on  which 
the  summit-level  is  dependent,  was  found  to  yield  at  its  lowest  stago  nearly  100  cubic 
ftet  per  second,  when  its^supply  cau  be  commanded  by  a  feeder  but  9  miles  and  1/^^25 
yards  long. 

Pilot  Mountain,  howev<  r,  which  lies  between  Little  River  and  tbe  summit-level, 
pieserves  such  an  elevated  character,  that  the  feeder  cau  only  pass  it  by  a  tunnerof  1 
mile  and  290 yards'  length.  We  niigbt,  indeed,  wind  along  tbe  slope  of  tbe  mountain, 
but  it  would  so  very  greatly  increase  tbe  length  of  the  feeder,  that  there  can  be  no 
hesitation  in  preferring  a  tunnel.  In  other  respects,  the  construction  of  the  feeder 
would  be  attended  with  little  difficulty. 

The  supply  from  Little  River  alone  would  be  ample  to  all  the  wants  of  the  canal 
from  New  River  to  the  forks  of  tbe  Roanoke ;  but  a  reference  to  tbe  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Fessenden,  which  exhibits  the  discbarge  of  tbe  two  branches  of  tbe  Roanoke,  of 
Elliott's  Creek,  of  Meadow  Creek,  and  the  increased  size  of  Little  River,  in  its  progress 
to  its  mouth,  will  show  the  abundance  of  its  other  resources. 

Of  the  practicability,  therefore,  and  comparative  ease  with  which  the  Roanoke  may 
be  united  to  the  Kanawha  by  means  of  a  canal,  tbe  brief  statement  of  facts  which  we 
have  given  will  have  been  sufficient  to  dispel  all  doubt,  and,  on  that  conviction,  we 
might  forego  all  further  discuf>sion  of  the  subject,  but  that  a  few  other  remarks  natu- 
rally suggest  themselves  as  neither  uninteresting  nor  entirely  irrelative. 

If  tbe  connection  be  regarded  merely  as  an  avenue  for  the  trade  of  tbe  Ohio  Valley, 
its  importance  in  that  light  may  doubtless,  at  some  future  day,  elicit  tbe  etforc  to 
overcome  those  obstacles  between  Bowyei-'s  Ferry  and  the  Great  Falls,  which  consti- 
tute almost  the  sole  impediment  to  its  comparatively  easy  execution.  But  should  the 
magnitude  of  these  obstacles  be  considered  sufficient  forever  to  discourage  the  enter- 
prise of  a  nation,  the  importance  of  the  connection,  although  diminished,  is  yet  con- 
spicuous. New  River,  for  perhaps  100  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Little  River,  it  is  said, 
traverses  a  country  rich  in  mineral  and  agricultural  products,  and  its  navigation  may 
prove  easily  susceptible  of  great  improvement,  while  tbe  direction  of  Reed  Creek,  a 
tributary  of  New  River,  above  its  confluence  with  Little  River,  is  particularly  spoken 
of  as  promising  facilities  for  eflectuating  a  connection  with  tbe  Middle  Fork  of  the 
Holstein. 

Of  this  I  cannot  speak  from  personal  observation,  nor  from  information  entirely  an- 
thentic,  yet  the  concuricut  opinions  of  individuals  acquainted  with  the  country  would 

•  Tbe  bench  ut  the  mouth  of  Little  River,  on  the  right  bank,  is  290  feet  below  the 
summit- level,  and  16  ieet  above  low- water  mark. 

tTbe  1  encb-maik  near  the  mill  at  the  forks  of  the  Roanoke  is  831  feet  below  tho 
Bummit-level. 
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on  every  map,  rendere  it  by  no  means  improbable  that  they,  also,  might  be  united. 
Thu8  it  in  poi48ible,  unci  I  might  even  say  within  the  scope  of  probability,  that  a  canal 
from  the  Roanoke  to  the  Kanawha  may  at  some  future  day  be  regarded  but  as  the  last 
link  in  a  chain  of  inla'^d  communicati(m  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Chesapeake. 

Froui  *'a  <Iue  investigation  of  the  hydrography  ami  topography  of  the  country,"  it 
is  ct^rtain  that  **  no  other  routes''  than  those  which  have  been  described  possess  similar 
advantages  for  uniting  either  the  James  or  Uoauoke  River  with  the  Kauawha  by  means 
of  a  canal. 

The  country  between  Knapp's  Crte'c,  a  branch  of  the  Greenbrier,  and  Back  Creek,  a 
tributary  to  Jackson's  River,  and  bet^veen  Craig's  Creek  and  Sinking  Creek,  opposiie 
tributaries  to  Jackson's  and  New  Rivers,  wtw  siid  to  Mtitbrd  some  facilities  for  a  canal 
from  the  James  to  the  Kanawha  River,  and  was,  in  consequence,  reconnoitered.  But  it 
)s  apparent  that  no  route  in  either  of  those  directions  can  present  any  claim  to  further 
examination,  (see  Lieutenant  Dillahunty's  report,  page  800,)  and  the  conclusion  is 
equally  ol)viou8,  fron»  our  present  knowledge  of  tVe  country,  that  the  James  Rivei 
cannot  be  united  by  a  canal  with  the  waters  of  the  Groat  Kanawha  by  any  route  bt-low 
ihe  valley  ot  Duni*»p's  Cieek,  unless,  indeed,  as  is  highly  probable,  a  canal  from  James 
River  through  the  valley  of  Catawba  Creek  be  fouud  practicable  to  the  R  >anoke. 

Tfie  examination,  ho*'ever,  of  the  country  iu'ermediate  to  the  Roanoke  and  James 
Rivers,  with  reference  to  a  canal  or  railroad,  is  one  of  those  objects  enumerated  in  my 
instruction^  whicn  >is  yet,  from  th-i  want  of  lime,  hdve  been  omitted. 

Of  the  practicability  of  a  railroad  from  the  Jam*^s  op  Roanoke  River  to  the  Great 
Falls  of  Kanawha  there  cannot  rem>»in  a  doubt ;  and  the  surveys  which  have  been 
made  of  the  intermediate  country  will,  in  general,  furnish  ample  means  for  deciding 
on  the  most  proper  routes.  A  single  glance  at  the  topography  precludes  all  hesitation 
in  selecting,  for  a  railroad  from  James  Kiver,  some  one  of  the  routes  surveyed  for  a 
canal  in  preference  to  a  more  direct  route  over  the  high  and  numerous  ridges  which 
intervene  between  the  Greenbrier  and  Gauley  Rivers. 

Yo  be  m<»re  explicit,  however,  with  such  deviations  only  as  would  result  from  the 
different  characters  of  the  two  works,  the  route  which  has  been  adopted  for  ja  canal  as 
far  as  the  mouth  of  Murldy  Creek  would  be  pursued  for  a  i^^ilroad.  A  doubt  is  sug- 
gested as  to  the  best  direction  for  continuing  the  route  beyond  that  point  only  because 
it  is  possible  that  a  route  through  the  valley  of  Muddy  Creek  and  vcross  to  Meadow 
River,  a  tributary  to  the  Gauley  (from  the  circumstance  of  there  being  but  one  ridge 
between  Muddy  Creek  aiid  Meadow  River)  may  be  found  to  possess  a<lvantages  which 
may  bring  it  in  competition  with  a  route  through  the  valleys  of  Greenbrier  and 
Kanawha  Rivers. 

But  supposing  it  to  pursu*)  the  same  route  as  the  canal,  as  is  thought  most  probable, 
thelengtnof  a  railroad  from  Covington  to  ihe  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha  wonld  be  about 
148  miles,  with  a  rise  and  fall  of  2,763  feet,  ou  the  supposition  of  passing  the  Alleghany 
without  a  tunnel. 

The  surveys  from  the  Roanoke  do  not  altogether  determine  the  best  route  for  a  rail- 
road to  New  River,  beyond  which  it  would,  of  course,  continue  down  the  valley.  'But 
the  discovery  that  the  Alleghany  is  nearly  as  low  at  one  of  the  sources  of  the  North 
Fork  of  the  Roanoke  near  Christiansburg  as  ou  the  route  proposed  for  the  canal,  with 
the  fact  of  the  direction  of  the  North  Fork  being  such  as  to  afford  a  shorter  route  than 
one  up  the  valley  of  the  South  Fork,  makes  it  more  than  probable  that  a  railroad  from 
the  Roanoke  wonld  cross  the  Alleghany  in  the  vicinity  of  Christiansburg. 

However,  whatevrr  may  be  the  deviation  from  our  location  of  the  canals  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  railroads  in  their  stead,  they  cannot  be  so  material  as  to  interfere  with 
those  general  considerations  which  may  determine,  from  what  has  now  b:)en  stated, 
the  comparative  lut^rits  of  railroads  and  canals  as  the  means  of  uniting  the  James  or 
Roanoke  River  with  the  Great  Kanawha. 

Having  now  briefly  adverted  to  the  operations  of  my  brigade  subsequent  to  the  com- 
pletion of  the  surveys  relating  to  a  canal  from  the  James  to  the  Kauawha  River,  in 
concluding  this  report  1  may  l^  permitted  to  advert  to  the  causes  which  have  delayed 
its  completion  beyond  the  period  at  which  the  Department  may  have  had  reason  to 
expect  it.  A  report  simply  ou  the  James  and  Kanawha  Canal  could  have  been  pre- 
sented at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  but  for  circumstances 
entirely  unfore  een«  I  allude  to  the  experimental  surveys  in  relation  to  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  which  were  undertaken,  with  the  assistance  of  my  brigade^  as  late 
as  the  latter  part  of  November  and  continued  through  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
inclemency  of  winter,  when  heretofore  it  has>  in  all  cases^  occurred  that  the  maps  and 
profiles  illustrative  of  the  operations  of  the  summer-season  have  immediately  succeeded 
our  return  to  winter-quarters;  and  since  the  completion  of  those  experimental  surveys 
I  have,  from  an  impression  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  present  an  equally 
detailed  report  ou  both  the  James  and  Kanawha  and  Roanoke  and  Kanawha  Canals 
alternately,  employed  myself,  till  within  a  few  days  only,ou  the  former  subject  and  ou 
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Kanawba  Canal.    Time  has  not  sufficed^  however,  to  execate  fully  my  intentions. 
Which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  G.  McNkiix, 
Captain  United  States  Topographical  KngineerB, 
Topographical  Office, 

Georgetown^  March  24, 18*28, 
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CONTAINING  RKPOHTS  PROM  LIEUTENANTS  COOK  AND  HAZZARI>,  IIXUSTRATIVE  OF  THE 
LOCATION  OF  THE  JAMES  AND  KANAWHA  CANAL,  WITH  REPORTS  FROM  LIEUTENANTS 
DILLAHUNTY  AND  FE8SENDEN  ON  THE  SUl'PLV  OF  WATER. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  March  10, 1828. 

Sir:  I  herewith  submit  to  yon  the  results  of  those  operatioDs  which,  in  compliance 
with  your  instructions  of  May  3, 1^27,  occupied  the  party  under  iny  command  until 
those  instructions  were  fulfilled.  They  relate  to  the  location  of  a  line  of  canal  from 
Covington,  on  Jackson's  River,  to  the  Greenbrier  Eiver,  by  the  route  desi^cnated  in  your 
instructions  to  me,  as  well  as  the  location  of  every  work  connected  with  it,  such  as 
feeders,  reservoirs,  dams,  &o. 

Dividing  tbe  line  of  canal  into  throe  parts,  of  which  the  first  includes  the  snmmit- 
level,  the  second  the  portion  east  of  it,  and  tbe  third  the  desctut  to  the  Greenbrier 
Kiver,  1  proceed  to  enumerate  the  details  of  each  subdivision. 

first  fiUSDIVISION. 

This  includes  a  tannel  of  2  miles  and  1,120  yards,  two  cuts  of  50  feet  each  in  depth 
and  two  basins;  togethef  constituting  the  sumniit«ievel,  which  comprises  4  miles  and. 
789  yards.  Its  elevation  is  694  feet  above  the  base-mark.  Further  details  in  relatioa 
to  this  subdivision  are  omitted,  because  they  have  already  been  furnished  you. 

SECOND  subdivision. 

To  avoid  the  constant  repetition  of  facts  which  so  frequently  recur,  a  table  has  been 
formed  to  present  at  one  view  the  details  belonging  to  each  level  of  this  subdivision. 
To  render  it  entirely  intelligible,  by  the.first  level  is  meant  that  to  which  we  descend 
from  the  summit-level  by  the  first  lock;  the  number  of  locks  uniting  adjacent  levels 
refer  to  thennraber  between  eaoh  level  and  the  one  preceding ;  the  length  of  tbe  level 
is  made  to  include  the  space  occupied  by  the  locks  uniting  it  with  the  adjacent  level. 
The  length  aud  height  of  acqneducts  and  culverts  are  in  fiet,  length  of  walling  in 
yards,  and  the  height  in  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  stream  which  it  rests  iu. 
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crossing  of  Fork  Run  and  DiinJap's  Creek  by  aqnedncts,  and  the  deep  cuttings  iu  the 
Kixty-second  level.  Tbe  reasons  which  influence  me  in  each  instance  will  therefore  be 
detailed.  The  levels  along  Fork  Run,  from  the  descent  of  its  yalley,  necessarily  had 
to  be  very  short.  Tbe  length  of  the  first  level  was  greater  than  could  have  been  the 
average  hy  single  locks,  and,  to  avoid  contignons  locks,  on  that  account  alone  we 
should  have  terminated  it.  But  a  single  lock  would  have  bronght  the  next  level  in 
contact  with  unfavorable  ground,  necessitating  either  a  circuitous  route  around  a 
ravine  or  an  embankment  across  it;  and,  to  diminitth  the  difficulty,  we  descended  at 
once  by  two  lucks. 

At  tbe  end  of  the  third  level  the  same  reasons  for  five  contiguous  locks  obtained,  but. 
to  a  greater  degree;  the  ground  was  exceedingly  steep  at  the  elevation  at  which  we 
were  above  the  stream,  and  a  wider  and  deeper  ravine  was  b-fore  us. 

The  seventh  level  was  tetminated  by  two  contiguous  locks,  that  the  eighth  level 
might  occupy  the  most  favorable  ground,  and  the  tenth  level  was  terminated  by  four 
contiguous  locks  to  avoid  a  high  and  precipitons  clifif  of  sandstone. 

Thus  far  the  left  shore  was  the  preferable  one,  but  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Fork  Run 
tbe  right  was  decidedly  better,  because  of  the  frequent  occurrence  on  the  left  shore  of 
steep  and  rocky  ground.  We  therefore,  on  arriving  at  the  end  of  the  tenth  level, 
descended,  in  order  to  cruhs  as  soon  a^  possible;  and  to  do  so  with  the  shortest  and 
lowest  aqueduct,  we  resorted  to  two  locks.  In  the  valley  of  Dunlap's  Creek  the 
descent  from  an  upper  to  a  lower  level  is  only  in  three  places  effected  by  two  contigu* 
ons  locks.  In  the  first  two  cases  it  was  to  shorten  the  distance  to  avoid  very  steep 
ground  and  to  take  advantage  of  very  favorable  flats.  In  the  last  case  it  was  to  diniin- 
ish  the  height  of  walling  necessary  to  pass  the  cliif,  which  occurs  iu  the  seventy-first 
level. 

The  reasons  for  crossing  Fork  Run  in  the  nineteenth  level  have  been  already  given 
in  the  second  instance  near  the  mouth.  It  was  crossed  to  save  the  distance  to  a  favor- 
able point  for  crossing  Dunlap's  Creek  above  the  mouth  of  Fork  Run,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  ground  on  the  left  shore  of  Dunlap's  Creek  being  decidedly  preferable  to  that 
on  the  right  for  nearly  2  miles. 

Duflap's  Creek  was  then  crossed,  because  the  expense  of  crossing  Brush  Creek,  Lick 
Creek,  and  sundry  smaller  runs  which  enter  on  the  left,  would,  iu  itself,  have  been 
more  than  the  expense  of  crossing  and  even  recrossing  Dunlap's  Creek ;  and,  besides, 
the  ground  on  the  right  for  more  than  5  milts  was  known  to  be  much  better  than  that 
on  the  left. 

The  caual  subsequently  crosses  Dunlap's  Creek  four  times  in  its  progress  to  tbe  mouth 
of  the  creek.  Tbe  high  and  extensive  cliffs  which  occur  on  tbe  right  shore  between 
the  fifth  and  seventh  miles,  it  was  thought,  entitled  tbe  left  shore  to  tbe  preference 
during  that  distance;  but  the  entrance  of  Ogley's  Creek  just  below  the  fifth  mile,  and 
the  continuance  of  very  steep  and  rocky  ground  on  the  left,  again  renders  it  expedient 
to  gain  the  right  shore. 

Tfie  last  two  crossings  of  the  creek  are  incurred  rather  than  wind  around  tbe  bend 
of  the  stream,  on  the  right  of  which  there  is  a  deep  ravine,  and  very  steep  and  ro  '.ky 
ground:  and  as,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  the  canal  was,  if  practicable,  to  follow 
nearly  tbe  direction  ot  the  turnpike  beyond  that  bend,  one  crossing,  to  avoid  the  rocky 
ground  alluded  to,  necessi rated  another  to  conform  to  your  instructions,  since  it  was 
lound  practicable  and  altogether  more  expedient  to  follow  the  direction  of  the  turn- 
pike than  the  very  circuitous  course  of  tbe  creek.  In  evidence  of  this  fiTct  tbe  alterna- 
tive, which  is  prefer! ed,  of  crossing  in  the  depression  through  which  the  turnpike  is 
located,  instead  of  following  the  valley  of  I>unlap's  Creek,  saves  one  thousand  and 
thirty-three  yards  of  canal  along  very  unfavorable  ground  ;  at  the  expense,  however, 
of  tbe  deep  cut  in  tbe  sixty-second  level. 

As  to  the  termination  of  this  subdivision,  yon  remark  iu  your  instructions  to  me, 
"  Since  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  that,  if  ever  a  canal  be  made  across  tbe  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  to  James  River  by  the  route  to  be  surveyed,  it  would  be  continued 
down  the  river,  or  the  navigation  of  the  river  would  be  so  far  improved  as  to  admit 
the  passage  of  boats  such  as  would  be  adap  ed  to  the  canal,  you  will,  to  provide  for 
either  contingency,  so  conclude  your  survey  on  reaching  James  River  thnt  tbe  length 
and  height  of  an  aqueduct  to  reach  Covington  may  be  determined,  (as  in  tbe  event  of  a 
continuation  of  the  canal  it  is  through  that  town  that  the  chief  engineer  of  Virginia  has 
recommended  its  location,)  besides  s>  locating  it  that  in  tbe  event  of  its  termination 
on  this  side,  and  the  improvement  of  tbe  navigation  of  the  river  by  locks  and  dams, 
tbe  lockiige,  &c.,  may  be  drawn  to  a  basin  on  such  a  level  as  would  be  formed  by  the 
construction  of  a  dam  of  some  moderate  elevation." 

The  location  exhibited  by  the  profile  of  the  canal  refers  to  the  latter  supposition,  and 
the  descent  from  the  last  level  to  the  surface  of  a  basin  formed  by  a  dam  8  feet  high, 
two  hundred  and  seventeen  yards  below  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  is  s*upposed  to 
bo  effected  by  a  lock  of  12  feet  lift.    The  length  of  the  dam  is  300  feet. 
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782  .  REPORT   OP   THE    CHIEF   OP   ENGINEERS. 

On  the  supposition  of  an  aqneduct  to  cross  to  the  town  of  Covington,  in  order  to 
admit  the  reqnisite  thickness  to  the  arches  and  be  beyond  the  reach  of  freshets, 
(which  rise  from  5  to  10  feet,)  the  seventy-first  level  should  b»i  continued  across  the 
river;  the  length  of  that  level  would  be  one  raile  and  eight  hnndred  and  thirty-five 
yards,  including  an  aqueduct  300  feet  long  and  21  feet  high,  counting  from  the  bottom 
of  the  stream. 

The  heights  of  freshets  in  Dnnlap's  Creek  vary,  of  course,  with  the  fall  and  width  of 
the  stream,  but  they  may  be  said  to  rise  from  5  to  7  feet  at  most.  The  general  depth  of 
the  stream  is  so  trifling  that  only  the  low-water  mark  has  been  represented  on  the 
profile;  the  height  of  aqueducts,  walling,  &c.,  is,  however,  counted  from  the  bottom 
of  the  stream. 

On  reaching  the  valley  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  those  considerations  obtained  which  yoa 
directed  in  referepce  to  the  introduction  of  a  supply  of  water  from  Dnnlap's  Creek 
without  '^the  risk  of  inundation  from  fre^hetd,"  the  canal  was  dropped  *^si  as  to 
require  but  a  short  feeder  from  a  suitable  site  for  a  dam  of  moderate  elevatiou.''  'The 
section  of  a  dam  on  an  .enlarged  scale  is  given  on  the  map  ;  the  length  of  the  feeder  la 
but  610  yards. 

THIRD  SUBDIVISION. 

From  the  western  end  of  the  snmmit-level  to  bench-mark  on  the  Greenbrier  River. 
To  this  subdivision  there  is  a  table  annexed,  to  comprehend  precisely  such  facts  as  are 
contained  in  the  table  connected  with  the  second  subdivision. 
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The  reasons  for  first  crossing  the  creek  when  it  h%d  been  determinerl  to  cross  the 
Greenbrier  River  from  the  right  bank  of  Howard's  Creek  were  simply  because  the  dis- 
tance was  diminished  and  more  favorable  ground  obtained  on  the  left  side  ;  and  had 
we  not  considered  these  and  remained  on  the  right  shore  onr  line  would  have  beaa 
obliged  to  cross  the  Middle  and  North  Forks  of  Howard's  Creek. 

In  the  ninth  and  tenth  levels  the  canal  four  times  crossed  a  channel  occupied  by  a 
part  of  the  stream  in  time  of  freshets,  but  the  stream  may  easily  be  confined  to  the 
main  channel  by  a  short  dike,  and  therefore  it  was  not  considered  an  objection  to  the 
location. 

We  recrossed  the  creek  In  the  tenth  level  for  similar  reasons ;  that  is,  to  shorten  the 
distance,  &c.y  because,  as  we  just  now  observed,  the  Greenbrier  was  to  be  crossed  above 
the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek. 

In  the  eighteenth  level  we  unavoidably  cross  the  turnpike,  and  it  may  be  as  well  to 
remark  that  the  transverse  slope  along  the  nineteenth  level,  although  representwl  very 
steep,  is  terminated  by  a  fiat  not  more  than  about  fifteen  feet  above  the  canal ;  aDd 
the  cutting  represented  at  the  end  of  the  level  is  the  height  of  a  point  of  bottom-land 
which  we  cross  because  of  the  precipitous  slope  of  the  ground  near  the  creek. 

The  walling  is  nowhere  very  considerable,  and  where  it  has  occurred  it  was  una- 
voidable. 

In  general,  it  may  be  remarked  tliat  the  canal  occupies  very  favorable  gronnd 
throughout  this  subdivision. 

On  arriving  at  the  bench-mark  designated  as  the  termination  of  this  subdivision, 
and  which  is  8  feet  below  the  bottom  of  the  canal  at  the  last  level,  a  feeder  was  run  up 
the  river  on  the  supposition  that  an  additional  supply  of  water  might  be  required. 
This  it  was  found  can  be  accomplished  by  a  feeder  1,260  yards  long  through  the  moat 
favorable  cutting,  and  a  dam  across  the  Greenbrier  of  lOd  yards  in  length  and  13  feet 
high. 

The  feeder  intended  to  introduce  a  supply  from  Greenbrier  River  into  the  canal  was 
located  from  the  western  end  of  the  summit-level,  at  an  incliuation  of  Cinches  per 
mile,  until  it  intersects  the  Greenbrier  River,  or,  rather,  until  a  dam  5  feet  high  was 
required  to  turn  the  water  into  the  feeder.  The  length  of  the  feeder,  by  the  route  sur- 
veyed, is  31  miles  130  yards,  but  as  it  includes  a  tunnel  of  5  miles  and  200  yards  throntrh 
the  spur  of  the  Alleghany  Mountain,  which  divides  Howard's  from  Anthony's  Creek, 
onr  reasons  for  not  surveying  the  route,  also,  around  that  spur,  as  you  directed,  will 
be  given. 

We  shall  divide  the  feeder  into  such  portions  that  the  first  and  third  will  inclnde 
the  parts  w^hich  would  be  common  to  both  routes;  and  the  second  portion,  including 
the  tunnel,  will  then  compare  directly  with  that  part  around  the  spur,  from  the  end  of 
the  first  to  the  beginning  of  the  third  part. 

The  first  section  pursues  a  level  along  pretty  favorable  ground,  with  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  places  where  deep  cuti  for  short  distances  must  be  encountered  from 
the  summit-level  to  within  but  a  short  distance  of  the  tunnel,  and  includes  4  miles 
and  396  yards. 

The  second  section  continues  on  a  level  but  100  yards,  when  1,497  yards  are  occupied 
by  the  two  cuts,  which  are  supposed  to  terminate  at  3.5  feet  depth  at  either  end  of  the 
tunnel ;  that  is,  the  cut  on  the  southern  side  is  1,187  yards  long,  the  tunnel  5  miles  200 
yards,  and  the  northern  cut  310  yards  long;  the  remainder  of  this  section  extends  but 
740  yards  farther  to  the  aqueduct  over  Anthony's  Creek;  making  the  length  of  the 
second  section  6  miles  747  yards. 

Now,  suppose,  instead  of  tunneling  through  this  spur  of  the  mountain,  we  follow  the 
level,  and  see  what  objections  there  are  to  this  location. 

P>om  the  end  of  the  first  section,  the  level  was  continued  with  the  intention  to  pur- 
sue it  until  we  should  arrive,  as  we  did  by  the  route  through  the  spur,  at  the  first 
favorable  point  for  crossing  Anthony's  Creek  ;  but  an  experiment  of  but  10  miles  over 
what  we  knew  was  a  fair  specimen  of  the  remainder  induced  us  to  suppose  that,  had 
you  been  present,  you  would  have  considered  it.  as  we  did,  useless  to  proceed  farther. 
The  spur  is  indented  on  both  sides  by  innnmerable  ravines,  bounding  the  small  branches 
tributary  to  Howard's  Creek  or  the  Greenbrier  River;  and,  as  a  proof  of  the  great 
variation  from  anytbirg  like  a  tolerably  direct  course  necessitated  by  those  ravines, 
while,  by  the  route  of  the  feeder,  following  the  proper  level  or  inclination,  the  distance 
is  10  miles,  between  the  same  points,  by  the  road  through  the  valley,  the  distance  is 
but  5  miles. 

We  know,  by  former  surveys  of  last  year  through  the  valleys  of  Howard's  Creek, 
the  Greenbrier  River^  and  Anthony's  Creek,  from  the  point  where  we  terminated  our 
experiment  to  the  point  at  which  we  should  be  obliged  to  ascend  Anthony's  Creek  to 
cross  it,  the  distance  could  not  be  Itss  than  21  miles.  But  these  21  miles  pass  over 
ground  no  more  favorable  than  was  that  which  we  had  found  to  double  the  distance 
beyond  what,  by  the  same  standard,  without  an  actual  location,  we  should  have  consid- 
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tance  by  the  tuunel  32  miles.  This  exceHsive  lenji^tb,  however,  would  not  alone  have 
deterred  ns;  but,  knowing  as  we  did  that  almost  throughont  these  32  miles  the  feeder 
would  pass  over  very  steep  ground,  varying  from  25^  to  45°,  we  concluded  the  losses 
of  such  a  feeder,  so  situated,  would  certainly  leave  a  supply  altogether  inadequatn  to 
the  wants  of  the  canal;  or,  in  fact,  we  concluded  the  other  was  the  only  practicable 
route.  It  was  this  conclusion  which  determiued'us  to  improve  the  means  at  our  dis- 
posal in  the  execution  of  surveys  which  it  was  known  to  be  desirable,  if  possible,  to 
finish  before  the  close  of  the  Reason. 

The  third  section  includes  the  remainder  of  the  feeder.  It  begins  with  the  aqueduct 
across  Anthony's  Creek,  which  is  40  fe-t  high  and  120  vards  long.  Different  experi- 
ments were  made  to  ascertain  the  most  favorable  place  for  crossing  this  creek  at  a  less 
elevation  above  its  bed.  In  one  ease,  with  an  aqueduct  of  32  feet  high  and  170  yards 
long,  it  increases  the  length  of  the  feeder  1  mile;  and  in  another,  still  higher  up,  with 
an  aqueduct  20  feet  high  and  133  yards  long,  the  distance  was  increased  to  3  miles  342 
yards.  The  sire  at  last  adopted  was  that  at  the  point  lowest  down  the  creek,  being  the 
best  that  could  be  found. 

At  487  yards  beyond  the  aqueduct  we  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  mile  from 
the  summit-level,  and  all  that  relates  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  feeder  will  be  found 
contained  in  the  following  table: 

50e 
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APPENDIX   V.  -    787 

A  refer*»nce  to  the  foregoing  table  shows,  as  the  most  unfavorable  feature  of  that 
part  of  the  feeder  betweeu  Anthony's  Creek  and  its  termination,  the  steep  shipe  along 
which  it  necessarily  i»  located ;  nor  did  it  seem  but  that  this  ditticulcy  would  be  rather 
increased  than  diminished  by  keeping  a  higher  level.  Tbe  two  tannels  which  occur  in 
the  l:Uh  and  17rb  miles  are  particularly  recommended,  in.  preference  to  the  circuitous 
course  we  sbould  pursue  in  following  the  level  around  those  points  through  which  we 
tunnel.  For,  omitting  any  cutting  at  either  end  of  those  funnels  in  the  one  case,  while 
tbe  distance  through  is  but  21  yards,  the  distance  around  is  2  miles  1,000  yards,  over 
very  rocky  and  precipitous  ground  ;  and,  in  the  second  rase,  the  tunnel  is  but  li*0  yards, 
and  the  distance  around  1  mile  738  yards,  over  very  unfavorable  :.rouud.  It  will  be 
seen  that  limestone  is  but  very  seldom  crossed  by  the  feeder;  generally  speaking,  a  com- 
pact sandstone  is  found;  rock -excavation  will  occur  in  but  few  places;  loose  ricks, 
however,  are  along  a  great  part  of  the  line,  beneath  which  there  is  a  clayey  and  grav- 
elly soil.  When  waliing  is  mentioned,  it  is  supposed  uecessary  on  account  of  the  per- 
pe  dioular  cliffs ;  it,  however,  may  prove  better  to  blast  the  rock  in  such  places,  so  as 
to  obtain  suf&cient  width  for  the  feebler  without  walling. 

The  dimensions  of  a  dam  sufficiently  high  to  turn  the  wa^er  into  the  feeder  will  be 
seen  better  from  the  map ;  its  greatest  height — for  it  cro^ises  an  island — is 5  feet,  and  its 
length  is  120  yards,  including  30  yards  for  the  width  of  the  island.  The  position  of 
the  dam  for  the  reservoir  to  be  formed  was  chosen  2^5  yards  above  the  low  dam  just 
spoken  of,  where  the  valley  is  very  narrow  and  the  sides  coaiposed  of  rock.  It  might 
be  raised  to  almost  any  height,  and  the  relative  lengths  of  dams  of  30,50, 60,  and  70 
feet  higli  are  as  follows,  (referred  to  on  p.  773): 

Dam  30  feet  high ;  length  at  bottom,  70  yards ;  ditto  at  top,  132  yards. 

Dam  50  feet  high ;  lengrh  at  bottom,  70  yards ;  ditto  at  top,  195  yards. 

Dam  f)0 feet  hign ;  length  at  bottom,  70  yards ;  dit  o  at  top«  212  yards. 

Dam  70  feet  high ;  length  at  bottom,  70  yards ;  ditto  at  top,  22S  yards.    , 

The  area  and  prism  of  each  are  given  below  : 

Dam  30  feet  high ;  area,  t>23.155  squ:Are  yards ;  prism,  2,596,686  cubic  yards. 

Dam  50  feet  high ;  area,  1,27^^,400  square  yards ;  prism,  8,572:^,148  cubic  yards. 

Dam  i\()  feet  high ;  area,  1,737,162  square  yards ;  prism,  14,000,000  cubic  yards. 

Dam  70  feet  high ;  area,  2,191,046  square  yards ;  prism,  21,000,000  cubic  yards. 

The  sit<e  of  the  dam  selected  the  first  year,  in  making  the  experimental  surveys,  was 
higher  up  the  river,  (720  feet  above  the  ba<«e-m  »rk,)  but  it  would  oveiflow  a  much 
greater  area  in  proportion  to  the  cubic  contents  of  the  reservoir. 

In  every  case,  however,  where  there  was  occasion  for  the  discretionary  exercise  of 
Jufiginent  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  assigned  to  Lieutenant  Fessendon  and  myself, 
the  alternative  to  the  course  adopted  by  us  was  never  rejected  without  our  concurrent 
opinion  that  its  comparative  advantages  could  not  bring  it  hereafter  in  competition. 

A  report  of  the  other  objects  (the  railroad  from  Covington  to  the  Qreenbrier  River, 
and  tbe  connection  of  the  Koanoke  and  Kanawha)  which  subsequently  occnpied  the 
party  under  me  is  delayed  until  the  drawings  shall  be  more  advanced. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Cook, 
.   Lieutenant  United  States  Artilleryy  on  Topographical  Daly. 

Capt.  Wm.  G.  McNeill, 

United  States  Topogi'aphical  Engineers,  Georgetown^  D.  C, 


Georgetown,  March  20,  1828. 
To  Capt.  W.  G.  McNeill  : 

SiK  :  By  the  arrangements  of  tbe  duties  of  the  field  for  the  season,  the  party  destined 
to  examine  and  locate  a  line  of  canal  or  railway  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek, 
down  the  Greenbrier  and  Kanawha  Rivers,  to  the  font  of  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha, 
having  been  placed  under  my  direction.  1  have  now  tbe  honor  of  submitting  a  report 
upon  the  operations  which  occupied  me  during  the  summer. 

Early  in  the  season  the  leveling  and  survey  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  Howard's 
Creek,  and  was  continued,  without  intermission,  down  Greenbrier  River  to  it.8  inter- 
section with  Kanawha  or  New  River,  and  from  th  nee  to  the  foot  of  the  Great  Falls. 

Returning  to  thn  nmuth  of  Greenbrer  River,  a  line  of  canal  wus  examined  from 
thence  to  the  mouth  of  Little  River.  This  is  regarded  as  a  portion  of  the  Roanoke  and 
Kanawha  Canal. 

In  describing  the  line  as  located  down  Greenbrier  and  Kanawha  Rivers,  three  divis- 
ions are  made : 

1st.  Frum  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  month  of  Greenbrier  River. 

2<1.  From  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  River  to  Bowyer's  Ferry,  (on  Kanawha.) 

3d.  From  Bowyer's  Ferry  to  the  foot  of  the  Great  Falls. 
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Greenbrier  River  presents  those  charaofcefistics  which  are  peonliar  to  streams  haviD^ 
their  principal  sources  in  the  elevated  regions  of  the  Alleghany  Monntains.  In  pnrsa- 
ing  and  forcing  its  circuitous  passage  tbrongh  the  many  ridges  of  mountains  that  are 
intersected,  it  is  frequently  confinerl  within  very  narrow  limits,  and  in  such  cashes  t  is 
invariably  bounded  by  steep,  nigged,  and  often  precipitous  banks.  At  other  points 
the  hills  gradually  recede  fmrn  the  river,  and  rich  fla.s  appear,  which  ofiVr  every  facil- 
ity for  The  construction  of  works  <  f  art. 

To  obtain  minutely  every  feature  of  the  valby,  and  thereby  insure  a  judicious  8*»lec- 
tion  of  that  side  along  which  a  liue  of  canal  might  be  mr>st  advantageously  ]•  cated, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  examine  carefully  both  banks  of  the  river.  From  the 
facts  thus  a:  curat*  ly  developed,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  right  bank  is  decidedly  ro  be 
preferred,  both  from  its  features  being  generally  more  favorable,  and  from  its  sonthera 
exposure. 

In  many  instancep,  where  bluffs  are  met  with  on  one  bank,  more  favorable  ground 
mighr.  be  found  on  the  other. 

But  as  the  river  is  remarkably  sprpentine  in  its  course  and  cliffs  occur  at  every 
bend — generally  on  the  concave  bide — little  or  no  advantage  in  any  one  instance  would 
be  gained  by  cr<  ssing. 

The  first  level  of  the  first:  subdivision  commence  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  at 
the  point  (a)  on  the  map,  16  feet  above  low-wuter  mark. 

The  space,  350  yards,  included  b«-tween  this  point  and  the  termination  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  canal-Iiue  down  Howard's  Creek,  is  occupied  by  two  locks,  an  aqueduct, 
and  a  small  portion  of  caral. 

The  highest  freshets  on  Greenbrier  average  from  9  to  13  feet;  in  one  or  two  instances 
it  has  been  known  to  exceed  15  feet,  but  this  rar*-ly  occurs. 

lu  order  that  the  aqueduct  may  be  placed  entirely  beyond  the  reach  of  the  highest 
freshets,  and  the  quantity  of  drift-wood  and  ice  which' is  brought  down  during  the 
winter,  the  water-lii\e  is  suppostd  33  feet  above  low-water  mark.  The  length  of  the 
aqueduct  is  167  yards. 

To  descend  from  this  level  to  the  level  of  the  first  section,  two  locks  of  8^  feet  lift 
are  required. 

A  supply  of  water  taken  from  the  Greenbrier  River  at  a  suitable  point  above  may 
be  received  at  the  commencement  of  the  first  level  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances. 

in  order  to  avoid  a  tedions  repetition  of  the  same  facts,  which  continually  recur,  a 
table  is  attached,  exhibiting  the  length  olfeach  level,  the  nnmber  of  culverts  required, 
the  extent  and  ht-ight  of  walls,  and  the  general  character  of  the  ground. 

As  far  as  it  has  been  practicable,  the  lioe  of  canal  has  been  locat^-d  at  the  foot  of  the 
bill-slope,  about  15  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  This  position  is  recommended 
by  the  greater  uniformity  which  it  offers  in  excavation  abd  the  greater  facility  with 
which  any  given  level  may  be  retained. 

From  the  first  to  the  end  of  the  fifth  level  no  material  difficulty  is  met  with.  The 
line  is  traced  alternately  through  flats,  generally  narrow,  but  wide  enough  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  and  along  the  river-bank,  often  rocky  and  steep.  The  streams  which 
are  crossed  are  generally  small  mountain-drains,  which  yield  during  the  sumuier 
months  little  or  no  water.  The  quantity,  however,  of  stone  and  gravel  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  current  after  heavy  rains  renders  it  advisable,  in  most  cases,  to 
pass  them  under  the  canal  through  small  culverts. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  level  the  line  intersects  rugged  cliffs  of  limestone,  to 
sustain  the  level  of  the  canal,  along  which  a  wall  863  yards  in  length  and  20  feet  hi^^li 
is  required.  Its  construction  is  facilitated  by  the  suitalleuess  of  the  stone  on  the  spot 
and  the  ease  with  which  its  base  may  be  placed  below  low-water  mark.  The  wat-er 
along  the  right  bank,  though  rapid,  is  generally  shallow.  From  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  seventh  level  the  ground  is  quite  favorable. 

lu  the  eighth  level  perpendicular  cliff-*  of  limestone  again  occur.  The  water  at  the 
base  of  these  cliffy  is  deep  and  rapid.  Near  the  end  of  this  level  the  line  crosses  Mill 
Creek  by  means  of  an  aqueduct  100  feet  in  length  and  17  feet  above  the  water.  This 
stream  is  remarkable  from  the  singnlar  fact  of  its  disappearing  entirely  9  or  10  miles 
from  its  mouth,  and,  after  flowing  in  a  subterraneous  channel  through  this  distance,  it 
suddenly  gushes  up  in  a  ravine  at  the  foot  of  high  perpendicular  cliff-,  and  soon  after 
puts  in  operation  a  mill,  which  is  kept  in  motion  by  it  throughout  the  driest  seasons. 

A  short  distiuce  below  the  month  of  Mill  Creek  this  level  is  again  embarrassed  by- 
cliffs  of  limestone,  requiring  a  wall.  Opposite  this  point  a  long  rapid  commencAS,  and 
a  suitable  point  may  be  fonnd  for  a  dam  ;  one  K  or  9  feet  high,  and  a  feeder  946  yards 
in  length,  would  furnish  a  fresh  supply  of  water  at  the  commencement  of  the  tenth. 
level.  Early  in  this  level  vertical  cliffs  of  limestone  are  met  with,  which  will  reqnire 
a  strong  wall,  having  its  base  generally  beneath  low-water  mark;  water  along  the 
base  deep  and  rapid. 
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level  the  liue  intersects  Maddy  Creek  Mountain,  along  the  declivity  of  which  the  canal 
necessarily  occupies  very  unfavorable  ground.  The  general  slope  averages  IH^,  and  is 
covered  for  the  most  part  with  fragment's  of  sandstone  and  conglomerate  rocks. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fonrteeuth  level  the  mountain  recedes  from  the  river, 
and  the  line  occupies  a  very  favorable  flat  until  it  in teisect-i Muddy  Creek.  This  creek 
is  crossed  by  a  small  aqueduct  50  feet  in  length  and  19  feet  above  the  water. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  Muddy  Creek  yields  during  the  summer  months  is 
quite  small.  Should  its  supply,  however,  ever  be  required,  it  might  easily  be  thrown 
into  the  canal  by  a  moderate  dam  and  a  short  feeder. 

From  hence,  through  the  sixteenth,  part  of  the  seventeenth,  eighteenth,  and  part  of 
the  nine  eenth  level  the  line  is  traced  along  a  hill-slope,  frequently  steep  and  rocky. 
Several  culverts  are  required  and  some  walling,  the  extent  of  which  is  shown  in  the 
table.  'J'hrough  the  remainder  of  the  ninetieth  level  tha  nature  of  the  soil  admits  of 
easy  excavation. 

Thi*ough  the  twentieth  and  part  of  the  twenty-flrat  level  the  line  occupies  a  very- 
unfavorable  position  along  a  steep  and  rocky  hill-slope.  Fro<u  B.  M.  No.  20  to  the  end 
of  the  last  level,^  with  the  exception  of  a  straight  wall  along  cliffs  of  red  sandstone, 
the  grf>nnd  is  generally  quite  favorable. 

In  the  twenty-sfcoud  level,  Hunger's  Creek  is  crossed  by  an  aqueduct  50  feet  io 
length  and  l?..')  feet  ;n  height,  -^ith  an  embankment  at  either  extremitv  of  50  feet. 
This  stream  discharges  a  quantity  of  water  in  wet  seasons,  but  during  the  summer 
months  it  nearly  goes  dry.  The  deep  cutting  along  this  level  is  very  considerable, 
owing  to  the  geufral  steepness  of  the  hill-slope  along  which  it  is  located.  Toward 
the  end  of  this  level  the  river  suddenly  turns  from  a  southeasterly  to  a  northwesterly 
direction,  forming  thereby  Strieker's  Neck.  On  the  east  side  of  this  bend,  cliff;*  of 
compact  sandstone  rise  vertically  from  the  water.  This  point  presents  a  greater 
obstacle  than  wo  have  yet  encouutored.  The  most  nnfavorable  portion  extends  266 
yards ;  in  this  distance  the  river  descends  10  feet,  and  the  whole  course  of  an  impetnons 
current  is  concentrated  at  this  point.  The  baae  of  the  wall  required  here  must  una- 
voidably be  placed  beneathed  low-water  mark,  in  deep  and  rapid  water,  and  should  be 
formed  of  the  strongest  materials,  to  resist  the  powerful  pressure  to  which  it  will  be 
exposed  duting  a  fresh*- 1. 

No  opportunity  is  offered  of  avoiding  this  difflculty  by  crossing  the  river,  as  cliffs  of 
an  equally  unfavorable  nature  present  themselves  on  the  left  bank. 

Thepr  tile  is  the  development  of  the  liue  around  this  poiut.  The  distance,  however, 
may  )De  lessened  more  than  half  a  mile,  and  th  s  obstacle  avoided,  by  tunneling  133 
yards  through  this  neck,  or  by  a  deep  cut  76  feet.  The  point  alluded  to  is  contained 
between  the  letters  x  and  y  on  the  map  and  profile. 

Through  the  next  tive  and  part  of  the  sixth  levels  the  canal  must  also  be  supported 
in  a  great  measure  by  a  strong  wall,  having  its  base  frequently  beneath  low-water 
mark. 

From  the  middle  of  the  twenty-eighth  to  the  thirty-fifth  level  the  ground  is  gener- 
ally favorable,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  points,  at  which  the  hill-!«lope  be- 
comes steep  and  rocky.  In  this  distance  numerous  small  streams  are  crossed,  which 
will  require,  for  the  reasons  given  above,  small  culverts. 

About  the  middle  of  the  thirty-tifth  level  rugged  cliffs  of  sandstone  are  encountered. 
The  river  lere  is  wide  and  shallow,  with  little  tall.  Abont  the  beginning  of  the  thirty- 
sixth  level,  the  line  gradually  curves  along  the  base  of  the  hill,  and  tinally  gains  the 
wide  valley  of  Kanawha  River.  The  first  subdivision  is  supposed  to  end  at  B.  M.  No. 
28,  near  the  couimencement  of  the  thirty-bixth  level,  and  opposite  the  month  of  Green- 
brier River. 

Length  of  the  first  division,  48  miles  1,561  yards  ;  fall  in  the  river,  2rt7.52  feet. 

SECOND  SUBDIVISION. 

The  valley  of  Kanawha  River  presents,  in  a  great  measure,  the  same  characteristics 
as  that  of  Greenbrier  River.  Probably  there  is  not  another  stream  in  the  country,  of 
equal  size,  which  furnishes  less  bottom-land  along  i  s  banks,  and  which  receives  so 
fow  tributary  streams  of  any  size.  The  flats  which  are  found  are  generally  so  narrow 
and  occur  so  seldom  that  the  valley  is,  comparatively,  a  perfect  wilderness.  The  nu- 
merous nipids  and  falls,  which  are  met  in  nearly  every  mile,  form  a  striking  feature  of 
this  river.  The  bed  of  the  stream  bei  g  very  wide,  and  the  water  allowed  in  most 
cases  to  flow  off  freely,  the  freshets  seldom  exceed  13  feet. 

Although  the  soil  of  the  flats  is  generally  light  and  sandy,  the  hill-slopes  are  usually 
covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  fine  timber,  such  as  the  poplar,  the  beech,  maple,  white 
and  red  oak,  and  some  piite  t{:.ees. 

The  numbers  of  the  levels  are  supposed  to  continue  from  the  commencement  of  the 
first  division. 

From  the  commencement,  then,  of  this  division  to  the  end  of  the  thirty-seventh 
level  the  liue  paeses  through  a  sandy  flat,  offering  but  little  impediment.    Through 


and  wallinf;  are  required.    The  extent  and  height  of  each  is  exhibited  in  the  table. 

Opposite  ibe  last  level  the  stream  descend-,  in  a  few  yards,  13  feet,  forming  what  is 
called  '*Tug  Falls."  The  river  at  the  head  of  this  fall  is  rather  wide;  in  every  other 
respect  it  presents  a  very  favorabl'i  site  fur  a  dam.  From  hence,  through  the  next  five 
levels,  the  I<ne  meets  with  no  obtcrnctiotis.  In  the  forty-second  level  Brooks'<4  Falls  is 
passed.  The  river  is  here  29S  yards  in  width,  and  descends  9  feet  over  a  ledge  of  rocks 
extending  from  bank  to  bank.  This  is  a  more  favorable  point  for  furnishing  the  canal 
-with  a  new  hupply  of  water  than  the  one  rotic*  d  above.  A  <)am  8  or  9  feei.  high,  aod 
a  feeder  less  than  half  a  m  le  in  length,  would  effect  this  object.  In  the  forty-fifth  level 
the  11  n^  intersects  the  cliffs  just  above  Richmond's  Falls.  Tdls  fall  in  a  very"^ prominent 
feature  of  the  river,  and  the  obstacles  here,  on  the  ri^cht  bink,  are  of  the  most  serious 
nature.  The  river  descends  perpendicularly  over  a  ledge  of  rocks  23  feet  high,  and  is 
bounded  on  either  side  by  high  vertical  cliffs  of  compact  sandstone.  On  the  right  bank 
the  cliffs  commence  some  yards  above  ihe  falls,  and  extend  through  the  forty-sixth 
and  part  of  the  forty-seventh  level ;  in  all  which  distance  the  bed  of  the  canal  mast 
necessar  ly  be  upheld  by  a  high  and  strong  wall. 

On  the  left  bank  the  same  rude  cliffs  extend  for  some  distance  above.  Immediately, 
however,  at  the  fails  a  small  flat  occurs,  which  offers  greater  facilities  for  the  construc- 
tion of  locks,  &c.  At  the  termination  of  this  flat  the  bluffn  again  present  their  hideoas 
front,  and  the  left  bank  then  becomes  as  unfavorable  as  the  opposite  one.  Hence,  the 
idea  of  crossing  the  river  to  avoid  the  great  difficulty  immediately  at  the  falls  is  pre- 
cluded by  the  simple  fact  that  the  obstacles  on  the  left  bank,  both  above  and  below, 
are  equally  great.  Through  the  remainder  of  the  forty-seventh  level  the  line  occupies 
a  narrow,  sandy  flat.  For  the  next  mile  and  a  half,  in  the  forty-eighth  level,  the  hill- 
slope  is  steep  and  rocky ;  this  is  again  succeeded  by  a  favorable  flat,  which  continues 
to  the  end.  In  crossing  the  valley  of  Meadow  River,  the  embankment  is  greatly  in- 
creased, owing  to  the  necessity -of  retaining  the  level  high  enough  to  place  the  caual 
above  the  reach  of  the  high  freshets  to  which  this  small  stream  is  subjected,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  quantity  of  drift-wood  collected  on  the  flat  at  its  month.  Aqueduct,  33 
yards  in  length  and  14  feet  high.  Through  the  next  nine  levels  the  canal  is  generally 
located  along  sloping  gn>und,  varying  from  two  to  twenty-three  degrees.  In  two  in- 
stances some  embankment  and  walling  are  required. 

In  the  fifty-ninth  level  Laurel  Creek  is  passed.*  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the 
mouth  this  creek  forks,  and  discharges  its  water  into  the  Kanawha  through  three  dif- 
ferent channels.  A  small  dam  at  the  forks  would  throw  the  water  into  one  channel 
and  save  the  expense  ot  two  culverts.  This  level,  after  passing  through  a  sandy  flat, 
encounters  a  very  rugged  hill-slope,  along  which  a  strong  wall  must  be  constructed. 
Owing  to  the  sudden  bend  wnich  the  river  here  mukes,  the  right  bank  is  exposed  to 
the  full  force,  during  high  tides,  of  an  impetuous  current.  Through  the  remainder  of 
this  level  and  the  next  the  ground  is  more  favorable,  sloping  from  one  to  10^.  From 
hence  to  the  end  of  the  seventy-first  level  the  canal  is  located,  for  the  most  part,  along 
a  steep  and  rocky  hill-slope.  The  degrees  of  declivity,  given  in  the  profile,  ahmg  each 
level  will  show  in  each  case  the  extent  of  deep  cutting.  The  table  will  also  exhibit 
the  length  and  height  of  each  portion  of  walling.  Opposite  the  end  of  the  sixty-fifth 
level  the  river  descends  11  feet  in  a  few  yards,  and  a  favorable  site  may  be  found  for  a 
dam.  To  receive  this  fresh  supply  of  water,  the  level  of  the  canal  is  lowered  by  two 
locks,  with  a  basin  intervening,  of  171  yards.  Owing  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  being 
here  very  much  contracted,  the  height  of  freshets  is  unusually  great.  The  wall,  there- 
fore, required  to  support  the  bed  of  the  canal  along  this  portion  of  the  line  must  be  at 
least  27  feet  high,  and  calculated  to  resist  the  pressure  of  the  immense  body  of  wai.er 
which  rushes  by  during  high  tides. 

From  the  seventy-second  level  to  Bowyer*8  Ferry  the  ground  is  generally  unfavor- 
able. In  a  few  instances  the  line  passes  through  narrow  flats,  but  generally  along  the 
hill-slope,  which  is  frequently  steep  and  rocky.  Near  the  beginning  of  theeigh'y- 
fourth  level  a  suitable  site  occurs  for  the  erection  of  a  dam.  A  fresh  supply  of  water 
is  thought  of  thus  early,  from  the  circumstances  that  no  convenient  site  for  a  dam  la 
found  between  this  point  and  the  end  of  the  line ;  and  the  caual  could  not  be  lowered 
below  this  without  materially  jeopardizing  its  safety.  The  second  subdivision  is  sap- 
posed  to  end  at  Bowyei-*s  Ferry. 

Length  of  this  division,  45  miles  901  yards.    Total  fall  in  the  river,  399.415  feet. 

THIRD  SUBDIVISION. 

From  Bowyer's  Ferry  to  within  2  miles  of  the  Great  Falls  the  valley  of  Kanawha 
presents  a  novel  and  Irightful  appearance,  and  the  obstacles  that  are  met  with  are 
decidedly  more  formidable  than  any  that  have  even  yefkbeen  encountered  and  over- 
come The  river  here  breaks  through  Sewell  Mountain,  and  is  confined  throughont 
within  narrow  limits,  bounded  by  rugged  banks  and  precipitous  cliffs,  rising  many 
hundred  foet  above  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Immense  masses  of  rocks,  which  have  been  ejected  from  the  cliffs  near  the  brow  of 
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the  mouDtain,  cover  the  lower  slope  on  hoth  sides  of  the  Talley,  K^vin^  to  the  whole 
a  most  appalling  appearance.  In  many  instauces  these  hnge  fragments  have  been 
precipitated  entirely  across  the  bed  of  the  stream.  In  such  places  the  river  whoa 
agitated  and  swollen  by  heavy  rains — the. current  being  obstructed  in  its  course — ^fre- 
quently rises  from  35  to  50  feet  above  its  nsual  height. 

Numerous  rapids  and  falls  occur,  over  which  the  water  rushes  with  deafening  impet- 
uosity. 

From  this  faint  account  of  the  general  character  of  this  portion  of  the  route,  it  will 
immediately  be  seen  that  the  bfd  of  a  canal  must  unavoidably  be  supported  ti. rough- 
out  the  whole  distance  by  a  high  wall,  capable  of  resisting  the  imnieuse  pressure  to 
which  it  must  necessarily  be  exposed  from  the  impinging  of  this  furious  carrent. 

There  is  generally  sufficient  space  (with  the  exception  of  threeor  four  points  noticed 
in  the  profiles,  when  the  cliffs  lise  vertically  from  the  surface  of  the  stream)  between 
low-water  mark  and  tlie  blufts  for  the  constrncriou  of  such  a  wall.  This  space,  how- 
ever, is  usnally  occupied  by  the  immense  niassts  of  rocks  alluded  to  above. 

In  all  this  distance  there  is  but  one  small  flat;  hence,  the  want  of  materials  on  the 
spot  for  puddling  the  botom  and  sides  of  the  canal  will  be  very  seriously  feln. 

In  making  the  survey  every  feature  of  the  vall-y  was  so  carefully  observed  that,  in 
case  a  canal  along  this  portion  of  the  route  should  he  thought  inexpedient,  from  the 
'unusually  great  expeube  which  would  attend  its  construction,  a  railroad  might  be  sub- 
stituted a  ong  ihe  same  line,  with  such  alterations  as  might  be  suggested  by  the  data 
now  in  our  possession.  This,  however,  must  hereafter  form  the  subject  of  a  separate 
report. 

About  half  a  mile  above  the  month  of  Ganley  River  the  line  gains  a  narrow  flat, 
along  which  it  continues  until  it  crosses  the  river  by  an  aqueduct  23  feet  above  the 
surface  ot  the  stream  and  213  yards  in  length. 

From  hence  to  the  Great  Falls  of  Kaiiawh  *  the  line  occupies  a  favorabU  flat. 

To  descend  from  the  level  of  the  last  s  ctiou  to  the  surface  of  the  water  at  the  foot 
of  the  Great  Falls  four  locks  ot  9.8  feet  lift  are  rr-quired, 

A  ledge  of  rocks,  extending  diag«  ually  across  the  river  and  over  which  the  stream 
descends  perpendicularly  21  feet,  forms  what  is  known  as  the  Great  Falls  of  Kanawha. 
The  main  body  of  water  passes  thro'igh  a  sluice  about  100  yards  in  width  near  the  left 
bank.    The  remainder  of  the  led^e  is  only  covered  at  high  tide. 

Just  below  the  falls  there  is  a  most  beautiful  natural  harbor,  the  river  being  here 
650  yards  ill  width  and  10  to  15  feet  deep  within  a  few  yards  of  the  shore. 

Length  of  third  division,  21  miles  1,6:38  yards ;  total  fall  in  the  river,  340.325  feet. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  hereaft^sr,  on  making  a  more  mmute 
and  protracted  examination  of  the  ground  preparatory  to  a  permanent  location,  many 
alterations  may  be  suggestfd  in  the  position  of  the  line  of  canal  ami  its  appurte- 
nances. But  it  is  believed  that  no  material  difference  in  tne  total  expense  of  the  work 
will  reeelt  from  such  partial  deviation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  A.  Hazzard, 
Lieutenant,  Dnited  States  Army, 
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69 

Sandy  

Sandy  

7t) 

1 

71 

821 

SO 

Sandstone  cliffs. 

7*? 

1 
1 
1 

R«oky. 

73 

Clay 

74 

Along  a  very  steep  hill-slope. 

75 

76 

77 

Rooky. 

78 

2 
1 

1 

475 

25 

79 

80 

61 

8"? 

Clay > 

kTi 
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From  hence  there  are  in  all  42  levels  and  46  locks  to  the  surface  of  the  water  in  the 
basin  below  thH  Great  Falls;  but  the  l<y)f;th  of  each  level  below  Bowjer's  Ferry,  with 
saoh  other  deraiU  as  are  iocladed  in  rhe  tables,  are  reserved  until  the  drawings  shall 
be  more  advanced,  on  which  every  featn  e  of  the  section  will  be  *ully  exhibited.  The 
precise  tfrmination  of  each  level,  with  the  most  snitable  pos.tion  for  the  looks,  in- 
volves considerations  which  are  not  at  this  time  fally  matured. 


Georgetown,  D.  C, 
Topographical  Office,  March  14,  1828. 
To  Capt.  Wm.  G.  McNeill: 

8iR  :  I  have  the  hooor  to  submit  the  following  table,  exhibiting  the  dipoharge  of  the 
several  streams  ^hicb  may  be  used  for  the  supp  y  of  the  proposed  Roanoke  and  Kan- 
awha Cttnal,  from  the  month  of  Litble  River  to  the  forks  of  the  Roanoke,  together  with 
some  few  remarks  npon  thode  streams  and  the  more  important  mineral  localities  ob- 
served in  the  vicinity : 

Table  of  measurements. 


Name  of  stream. 


South  Fork  of  Elliot's  Creek,  at  the  forks 

Do. 

Do 

Do  

North  Fork  of  Elliot's  Creek,  at  the  forks 

Do 

Do 

Do 

B'liot's  Creek,  month 

Booth  Fork  of  Rnanoke.  above  Elliot's  Creek 

Meadow  Creek,  near  Bay's 

LfttlH  River,  n**ar  thn  mi>ath  of  Mt*adow  Creek.. 

Little  River,  3  railt^it  below  Thoinpsoo's 

Little  River,  at  the  commenceiueut  of  feeder  to 
the  summit-level , , 

Do 

Do 


Date  of  roeas- 
aremeut 


1827. 
August 


7 
SO 
22 
U 

7 
SO 
S2 
IS 
9S 
22 

September  21 
17 

6 


October 
August 

October 


October 


Quantity  in 
en  bio  feet 
discharged 
per  second. 


Remarks. 


5.48 
9.00 
5.08 
5.45 
3.M 
8.00 
4.00 
4.03 
IS.  02 

saoo 

6  44 
S31.  04 
161. 70 

118.00 
97.00 
111.05 


Slight  fresh. 
Slight  fresh. 


About  tho  minimnm. 
About  the  minimnm. 

Slight  fresh. 


The  nnmber  of  mills  upon  th^se  stream*  renders  complete  accuracy  nnattainable. 

The  measurements  were  made  under  thu  most  favorable  circnm^taiicesfor  learning 
the  minimum  Mipply  of  the  strea  ng;  for  not  only  the  qnantiry  of  rain  which  fr'll  dur- 
iof(  the  season  was  unn<)nally  nmall,  but  the  intervals  of  its  falling  were  so  great  a-s  to 
give  OS  an  opportunity  of  obervini;  the  strength  of  the  npr  ngs. 

Little  River,  I  uniformly  learned  from  tho«e  who  renid^^d  on  its  banks,  had  never 
been  lower  than  during  this  season,  so  that  it«  minimum  supply  may,  with  common 
certainty,  be  assumed  at  what  it  is  represented  in  the  table. 

In  comparison  with  other  streams  in  the  vicinity  Mffording  the  same  quantity  of  water. 
Little  River  is  very  much  the  hhortest,  and  by  far  the  greater  proportion  of  the  supply 
is  obtained  from  nprinics  which  have  their  rise  wir.hin  a  few  bundreil  yards  of  the  river, 
a  distance  general'y  cleared  along  the  whole  of  its  length.  No  usual  occurrence,  there- 
fore, can  tend  to  lessen  its  supply  materially  ;  but  should  any  circumstances  whatever 
produce  this  effect,  we  mwy  have  resort  to  a  reservo  r,  for  whi  h  the  valley  of  the  river 
is  well  adapted ;  and  a  reservoir  may  also  be  formed  in  the  valley  of  the  South  Fork  of 
Elliot's  Creek,  near  the  fork,  for  a  supply  at  that  point. 

The  count' y  ts  generally  what  is  termed  a  limestone  country,  except  about  the  npper 
part  of  Little  River,  where  we  have  sa<  dstone. 

Compact  limestone  is  the  most  abuudanr.  mineral  production ,  but  as  to  its  presence 
united  with  the  oxide  of  maoganese,  a  union  suitable  for  water-lime,  I  had  not  the 
means  of  ascertaining. 

A  tine  locality  of  bnhrstone  was  observed  on  the  South  Fork  of  Elliot's  Creek,  12 
miles  f  om  the  Roanoke,  containing  a  great  proportion  of  silex,  and  very  porous. 

Iron  ore  was  noticed  on  Little  River,  ferruginous  red  oxide  of  copper  on  Elliot's 
Creek,  and  galena  or  sulphuret  of  lead  on  New  River. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  M.  Febsenden, 
Second  Lieutenant  Fourth  Ariilleriff  oh  topographical  duty. 
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Topographical  Office, 
Georgetown,  V.  C,  Fehrnary,  1828. 
To  Oapt.  William  G.  McNeill, 

United  States  Topographical  Engineer  : 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  instractioDs,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  upon  the  duties  as- 
signed to  me  while  employed  upon  the  8urveys  and  examinations  relating  to  a  pro- 
posed ronte  for  a  canal  between  the  headwaters  of  the  Kanawha  and  James  Rivers,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia, 

During  the  months  of  Aagnst  and  September,  lBt{6,  and  the  months  of  May  and 
Jnne,  lb27, 1  a8c«*rtaiued,  by  frequent  measurements  of  the  streams  on  each  side  of  the 
dividing-ridge,  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  relied  upon  for  the  supply  of  the  summit* 
level,  together  with  ihe  portions  of  canal  between  the  extremities  of  the  summit-level 
and  Jack80u'<i  and  Greenbrier  Rivers. 

In  the  mean  time  I  also  made  an  examination  as  to  the  snpply  of  water  for  a  canal 
to  connect  the  headwaters  of  Craig's  Creek,  a  tributary  to  Jackson's  River,  with  Sink- 
ing Creek,  a  branch  of  the  Kanawha. 

During  the  latter  pait  of  the  season  of  1827  I  reconnoitered  the  country  ip  the  vi- 
cinity of  Hnutersville,  Pocahontas  County,  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  a  connection 
could  be  formed  there  between  Jackson's  and  Greenbrier  Rivers. 

While  in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  agreeably  to  instrnctions  received  from 
you,  I  made  frequent  observntions  relative  to  the  formation  of  the  country  which  I 
traversed.  I  shall  give  the  result  of  my  observations  in  the  order  in  which  they  were 
made;  showing,  in  the  first  place,  that  there  is  a  sufficient  snpply  of  water  for  a  canal 
on  the  route  from  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek,  at  Covington,  to  the  mouth  of  How- 
ard's Creek. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  quantity  of  water  discharged  by  the  several  streams 
to  be  relied  upon  for  the  supply  of  a  canal  on  the  different  routes  examined: 

Tablk  I. — Exhibiting  the  quantity  of  wafer  ohtained  by  the  measurement  of  streams  on  the 
proposed  route  for  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal^  in  Fir^tRta,  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September,  1826. 


Kame  of  stream  measared. 


When 
meaaared. 


Jackson  River Aug. 

Do I 

Do I 

Do Sopt 

Do  

DuDlap'9  Creek Aag. 

Do 

Do  ! 

Do  i 

Do ---- 

Do 

Do 

Snake  Rno  

Angley's  Creek 

Potts'H  Creek 

Do 

Do 

Craig'n  Creek 

Do 

John's  Creek 

Do 

Do  

Sinkinflc  Creek 

Do 


Greenbrier  River . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

•       Do 

Do  

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Howard'^  Creek . . 

Do 


Sept. 
Aug. 


Sept. 
Anff. 
Sept. 


Sept. 


Aug.    10 

30 

90 

SI 

SS 

5 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

85 

Ang.    10 

19 


Quantity  of 
wattr  per 
second  in 
cub.  feet. 

At  Pitcher's  luilU  near  Covington 

Above  the  mouth  of  Duulap's  Creek 

130.5 
157.2 

Above  Pitctier's  mill    

AlK>ve  ihe  mouth  of  Potts's  Creek 

Below  the  m  uth  of  Dnn lap's  Creek  ..... ...... 

15ti.05 

156.8 

246.3 

Below  the  mouth  of  Au|{le>'s  Creek...... ..-«.. 

S2.6 

At  its  mouth  

3.\6 

Above  the  mouth  of  Snake  Run 

19.03 

At  its  mouth  

9.43 

do 

10.96 

do 

94.0 

do 

8-2.0 

do 

5.5 

do 

Ll^ 

do 

65.3 

do 

34.9 

do  

39.6 

Below  the  mouth  of  Roaring  Run 

157.7 

Below  the  month  of  John's  Creek 

At  its  month. 

39.3 
15.4 

do 

16.3 

.  ...do   

is.e5 

Below  Johnson's  mill 

0.49 

At  Johnson's  mill,  when  there  is  a  max.imnm 

head  of  water  at  the  mill 
Above  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek 

6.40 

930.7 

....  do 

134.7 

AtBriirht's  mill  

69.44 

One  mile  above  Bright's 

70.00 

Above  Howard's  Creek 

Below  Howflfd'a  Creek. ...........   ........... 

148.6 

jn.o 

Six  miles  b«low  Anthony's  Creek 

46.73 

At  B'tweu's  mill    

Below  Bowen's  mill 

A  hove  MoClnres  mill    .,..«.,.  ^  ,m ............. 

46.7 

199.0 

73.3 

At  McClute'sniill 

67.6 

A  bovo  Laurel  Run 

49.0 

Above  Stamping  Creek 

49.3 

Below  Ho ward'n  Crt*elc . ...... ...... ............ 

149.6 

Below  the  White  Sulphur  Springs 

11.6 

do i... 

7.8 
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Name  of  stream  measured. 


HowanVa  Creek  . 

Do 

Do  

Anthony's  Creek 

Do 

Sprinf(  Creek 

Locust  Creek 

Do 
St-ampin^  Creek  . 
Beaver  Crnek  ... 
Kimpp'H  Creek  .. 
Secoad  Creek  ... 

Do 

Do 


When 
measured. 


Aujj. 
Sept. 


Aug. 
Sept. 


25 
5 
5 
6 

SI 
7 
8 
8 
9 

.   9 

14 
Aug.    29 


Where  measured. 


At  its  month 

do 

do  

do  

Sir  miles  above  its  mnutb 

Near  it- jnnction  with  Greenbrier  River  . 

Near  its  luoiibh ' 

At  a  mill  near  its  mouth 

Near  its  mouth 

do  

Six  miles  above  its  month 

Below  Pattoii'e  mill 

At  Knox's  Ford    

Near  the  Gap  Mill. .A 


Qn entity  of 
water  per 
second  in 
cub.  feet. 


6.83 

12.9 

10.9 

14.3 

11.5 
9.6 
0.66 
0.704 
5.00 
2.5 

41.0 

3  J.  3 

28.29 

30.09 


Table  II. — Showing  the  quantity  of  wafer  found  in  the  streams  on  the  propo9ed  route  for  the 
James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal^  in  Firginia,  during  the  months  of  May  and  Jane^  1827. 


Mame  of  stream  measured. 


Jackson's  River  . . 

Do 

Do 

Do 

yo 

Do  

Greenbrier  River . 

Do 

Do 

Do  

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do. 

Do 

Do 


Augley's  (or  Ogley's)  Creek.. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Howard's  Creek 

Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do 
Do 
Do 


South  Fork  of  Howard's  Creek 

Do  

Do 

Do 

Do  

Dnnlap's  Creek 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do ,. 

Potts'8  Creek 

Mill  Creek     

Dickson's  Run 

Sprinje  Creek 

Locuit  Creek 

Anthony's  Creek 


When 
measured. 


May 

June 
May 


June 

May 

June 
May 
Jnue 
May 


4 

18 
19 
25 

5 
16 

9 
10 
16 
12 
22 
24 
25 
27 
27 

5 
26 

1 

16 
21 
26 
16 
21 
24 
24 
25 
Jane     6 


7 

May 

16 

2^ 

24 

25 

.Tune 

19 

May 

17 

17 

19 

21 

June 

5 

16 

May 

19 

June 


Where  measuied. 

• 

Quantity  of 
water  per 
hec«iiid  in 
cub.  feet. 

Below  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek ...'. 

350. 00 

do  

56'«.7d 

do 

607.  (;0 

do 

1,  f^OO.  00 

do 

6('0.  V.0 

do 

419.70 

Below  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek -.. 

1,768.00 

do 

1,995.00 

do 

1,  970.  60 

do 

4,  0<H>.  00 

do         

6, 650.  00 

do  

2,000  00 

do 

1, 500.  OD 

1, 224.  00 

Hi^  00 

1,800.00 

At  Bowen'sralll  

At  MoCliirH's  mill 

At  the  bridge      

Nesr  McCluro's 

752.  30 

AtCallRghan'smill 

10.80 

At  its  mouth                   

9.50 

do  

50.00 

do 

60  00 

do 

40.40 

do      ,.                    

370.00 

Below  Dickson's  Run - 

49.:io 

Near  its  mouth  ..- 

184  60 

do ^ , 

do        .     .                      

180.00 
360.00 

Near  Little  D  ckson's   

67.60 

Near  the  toll-gate 

..'V.57 

do 

80.00 

do 

30.00 

do 

26.  OJ 

do 

Above  Colonel  Crow's  

27.00 
41.50 

Below  Crow's  mill  

At.  its  month  .   

Below  Sq'iire  Binhnp'o 

52.90 

79.30 

323.  02 

Below  Augley's  Creek 

50.00 

do  

19.80 

At  Its  mouth 

85.10 

do     

142. 72 

Near  its  junction  with  Howard's  Creek 

AtBurr'Hmill 

31.00 
56.00 

Near  its  J  unction  with  Greenbrier  River 

One  mile  below  Wiley's,  and  near  the  intersec- 
tion of  the  feeder-line,  <£e. 

84.00 
433,10 

NOTR.— All  the  streams  mentioned  in  the  f  »rejr»insr  tables  were  meisured  by  meann  of  a  float,  with 
the  exception  of  Dnnlap's  Creek,  which,  on  the  10th  and  17th  days  of  Autnist.  was  mea^nred  by  means 
of  a  waate-wier  or  dam.  At  mills,  the  method  prescribed  for  measuring  by  means  of  orifices  has  gen> 
erally  been  adopted. 

The  qiantity  of  water  given  in  the  fourth  columns  of  the  tables  is  expressed  in  cubic  feet  per  teeond. 
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Table  HI. — Of  the  quantily  of  water  found  in  the  streams  on  a  proposed  route  for  Ike  James 
Jiirer  and  Kanawha  Canal,  in  the  vicinity  of  Huntersville,  in  tAe  county  of  Pocahontas, 
Virginia^  (May  and  June,  18*^.) 


When 
measured. 

Where  measured. 

Discharge 
of  water 
in  cubic 
feet. 

Greenbrier  River 

May    29 
June     2 
10 
25 
25 
May    29 
31 

June   10 
May    31" 
June     9 
May    30 
t 
Jnne     9 
May    30 
June    in 
May    31 
lune    10 
May    31 

31 
June     1 

19 
1 

1 

1 

1 

24 

19 
19 

Below  the  mouth  of  Knapp's  Creek 

2,400 
420 

Do 

Seven  miles  above  the  month  of  Deer  Creek 

Ten  milea  below  mnuth  of  Krispp'tj  Creek 

At  it*  junction  with  East  Fork  Greenbrier  River 
At  its  junction  with  West  Fork  G  reenbrier  Rivet 

Near  Hiiutersvilie 

Above  the  mouth  of  Sagar>Tree  Czeek 

Do 

432 

West  Fork  Greenbrier  River 
Eaat  Fork  Greenbrier  River.. 
Knapp's  Creek 

777 
220 
156  9 

Do  

15.0 

D.I  

do 

78 

"Warm  Spring  Run 

"^o  

Four  miles  below  Warm  Springs 

28 

do 

14 

Jackeou's  River 

Midway  between  the  Warm  Springs  and  the 

mouth  of  Little  Back  Ci-eek. 
do 

448 

Do 

140 

Big  Back  Creek 

Above  the  mouth  of  Little  Back  Creek 

296 

Do 

do   

At  ita  month 

140 

Little  Back  Creek 

50  6 

Do  ... 

...  do  

20 

Sn gar-Tree  Creek 

Near  its  month 

Near  whem  a  feeder-line  would  strike  it,  &c 

Above  Woodle's  mill 

...  do   

15 

Sitlington'a  Creek 

100 

Deer  Creek 

Do  

P6 
50 

Camp  Run,  a  branch  of  Deer 

At  its  mouth 

11 

Creek. 
Dnncnn'a   Run,  a  branch  of 

do 

10 

Dner  Creek. 
Buffalo  Kun,  ft  branch  of  Deer 

Creek. 
Sallsburv  Run,  a  branch  of 

Deer  Creek. 
Back  Creek 

do 

do 

Near  McCloud's 

10 

11 

200 

Xiiapp's  Creek 

Above  the  mouth  of  Susar-Tree  Creek 

10 

Six  olher  small  runs 

Where  a  feeder  would  strike  them,  &c 

Iti.  00 

I  will  now  point  oat  the  resources  which  may  be  relied  npon  to  supply  with  water 
the  sninniit-level  and  the  portions  of  caoal  on  the  Coviu<rron  ninte  between  the  mouth 
of  Dnulap's  Creek  and  Howard^s  Creek.  It  is  known  lr<»m  the  surveys  which  have 
been  made  on  this  route  that  we  must,  in  a  measurf,  depend  for  a  supply  of  water 
upon  the  following  streams,  viz :  ' 

Cub.  ft. 

Greenbrier  River,  (minim nm  supply,)  8th  September,  1826 42.3 

Greenbrier  River,(mean  supply,)  1826 67.6 

Anthony's  Creek,  6th  September,  1826 11.6 

Dunlap's  Creek,  9th  September,  1826 5.5 

Besides  the  supply  from  these  streams,  we  can  avail  ourselves  of  a  reservoir,  which 
shwll  contain  either  13,060,584.9  cubic  yards  or  4,603,040  cubic  yards,  according  to  the 
height  of  the  dam  which  may  be  constructed  at  the  point  where  the  feeder  from  Green- 
brier River  is  taken.  To  show  that  this  supply  will  suffice  to  feed  the  summit-level,  t« 
supply  its  lockage,  and  feed,  besides,  the  portion  of  the  canal  contiguous  to  it,  we  have 
made  the  same  suppositions  with  regard  to  this  route  that  the  board  for  internal  im- 
provement did  with  regard  to  the  proposed  route  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
Suppose,  in  the  first  place,  the  navigation  to  be  interrupted  four  months  in  ihe  year, 
viz,  from  the  1st  of  December  to  the  Int  of  April.  Adopting  67.6  cubic  ieet  per  second 
as  the  mean  sup]>ly  of  water  afforded  by  Greenbrier  River  first,  in  the  winter  season, 
at  the  point  where  the  feeder  to  the  summit  commences  in  said  stream,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  larger  reservoir  would  be  filled  twice  during  the  inteiruption  of  the  naviga- 
tion, and  the  lesser  leservo  r  wtuld  be  filled  in  nearly  one-thnd  of  the  time  rt-quired 
to  fill  the  larger  one.  But  67.6  cubic  feet  per  second  is  certainly  much  less  than  the 
mean  supply  afforded  by  the  Greenbrier  River  in  the  winter  season.  (See  Tables  II 
and  III.)  It  is,  in  fact,  thought  to  be  much  less  than  the  mean  supply  during  the  sea- 
son of  open  navigation. 

So  that,  while  the  navigation  continues  open,  npon  this  last  supposition  the  larger 
reservoir  would  be  filled  at  least  every  two  mouths,  and  the  smaller  reservoir  oftener 
than  once  per  month  from  Greenbrier  River  itself.  Now,  in  order  that  we  may  aee 
what  infiuence  evaporation,  &c.,  may  have  uton  this  supply,  let  us  make  a  computa- 
tion as  to  the  supply  which  may  be  expected  from  rains. 

This,  it  will  be  seen,  besides  making  up  for  evaporation  and  soakages  in  the  reservoiry 
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towMrd  tbe  feeding  of  tho  Bnmniit  and  portions  of  the  caHal  contiguons  to  it. 

We  slinll  take  an  area  of  55  square  miles,  which  we  su'ppose  to  sn)>p1y  Greenbrier 
Biver  with  rain-water.  This  area  is  chosen  from  an  inspection  of  the  map  of  this  part 
of  the  conntry,  from  which  we  find  that  the  sum  of  the  lengths  of  the  streams  trihntary 
to  Greenbrier  Uiver  exceeds  110  miles;  and,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  country, we  know 
the  width  of  their  valleys  to  average  more  than  half  a  mile. 

We  shall  assume  for  the  full  of  rain  on  this  surface  the  least  quantity  which  fell  from 
the  year  1817  to  1824.  in  the  vicinity  of  Baltimore. 

The  least  quantity  fell  in  1822,  which  was  in  the  fall  and  winter,  16.7  inches,  and  for 
the  six  other  mouths,  12.5  inches;  making,  for  the  whole  year,  29.2  inches.  So  it  will 
be  found  that  the  assumed  area  will  receive  during — 

Cnbic  yards. 

The  fall  and  winter 78,HeO,3^4 

The  spring  and  summer 59.  II', 696 

The  whole  year  round 137,998,060 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  quantity  would  be  six  times  as  much  as 
would  be  necessary  to  fill  the  larger  reservoir  in  the  winter  season;  and  seventeen 
times  as  much  as  would  fill  the  smaller  one;  and  that  the  second  qnantity  would  till 
the  larger  reservoir  more  than  four  times  in  the  summer,  and  the  lesser  one  nearly 
thirteen  times.  Now,  what  is  the  evaporation,  soakage,  &c.,  compared  with  these 
quantities?  Suppose  the  evaporation  to  be  3i  inches  per  annum,  which  are  equivalent 
on  a  surface  equal  to  I  squa  e  yard  to  0.910  cnbic  yard.  We  will  apply  this  to  the 
feeder  and  reservoir.  The  feeder,  which  is  about  33J  miles  in  length,  will  have  a  sur- 
face, say,  equal  to  about  590,880  square  yards  ;  and,  consequently,  the  evaporation  on 
it  would  be  equal  t6  541,300.H  cubic,  yards.  Suppose  now  the  soakage  to  be  eqnal  to 
one  and  a  half  times  the  evaporation,  (which  is,  no  doubt,  cousiderrng  the  nature  of 
the  soil  over  which  the  feeder-line  passes,  a  sufficient  allowance.)  This  last  supposition 
gives  for  the  evaporation  and  soakage  together,  of  the  feeder,  1,353,252  cubic  yards. 
The  evaporation  of  the  reservoir,  taking  the  larger  one,  whose  surface  would  be  equal 
to  2,508,3.t3.3  square  yards,  would  be  equal  to  2,282,5S3,303  cubic  yards ;  or  the  •- vapora- 
tion  and  soakage  together  equal  to  5,706,458,25  cubic  yards;  making,  for  both  the 
feeder  and  reservoir,  the  evaporation  and  soakage  together  equal  to  6,059,710.25  cubic 
yards.  Should  ^e  double  the  allowance  above  made  for  evaporation,  &c.,  it  would  be 
seen  that  it  could  not  even  then  be  compared  with  the  qnantity  available  from  rains. 
It  is,  in  fact,  very  tricing,  even  when  compared  wi  h  the  fall  of  rain  during  the  spring 
and  summer  months.  It  should  also  be  recollected  that  we  have  assumed  for  the  fall 
of  rain  the  least  quantity  which  fell  in  the  course  of  a  number  of  years  in  a  section  of 
the  country  where  the  full  is  not  to  be  com]||bred  wiih  that  in  the  elevated  section  of 
couutiy  which  we  have  examined. 

I  think,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  safe  to  adopt  the  following  as  the  minimum 
supply  of  water  which  can  ever  be  expected  on  the  route  in  question,  and  which  will 
suffice  to  feed  the  summit-level  and  portions  of  canal  contiguous  to  it,  viz: 

Cnbic  feet 
per  aecund. 

Greenbrier  River 42,3 

Anthony's  Creek 5.5* 

Dunlap's  Creek 1 5.5 

and  the  supply  of  13,060,584.9  cubic  yards  from  the  reservoir,  (using  the  larger  one.) 

It  will  be  observed  by  reference  to  Table  I  that  the  least  qnantity  of  water  found  in 
Anthony's  Creek,  6  miles  from  its  mouth  and  near  where  the  feeder-line  strikes  it,  is 
11.6  cubic  ffet  per  second ;  we  have  assumed  less  than  half  of  it  for  the  minimum 
supply.  A  less  quantity  is  also  assumed  for  Dunlap's  Creek  than  has  ever  yet  been 
found  in  it  at  any  one  point;  one  of  its  tri*>utaries.  Snake  Run,  gave,  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1826,  the  same  quantity  which  it  will  be  perceived  is  assumed  for  the  stream 
itself.  And  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  canal-line  strikes  the  creek  some  distance 
below  the  month  of  Snake  Run. 

We  could  mo  doubt  avail  ourselves  of  several  timea  the  quantities  assumed  as  the 
discharge  of  these  streams;  for,  besides  the  actnal  quantities  flowing  in  them,  we  can, 
if  necessary,  have  recourse  t«  small  reservoirs  on  both  of  them  ;  and,  as  regards  Green- 
brier River,  it  presents  frequent  sites  for  dams  suitable  for  the  formation  of  reservoirs  ; 
and  that,  should  it  be  found  necessary,  one  may,  of  almost  any  height,  be  f(»rmed  at  any 
point  above  the  one  chosen  for  the  commencement  of  the  feeder  to  the  summit-level. 

If  necessary,  reservoirs  might  be  formed  u]ion  several  of  the  tributary  s  reams  of 
Greenbrier  River,  and  s<mietimes  upon  streams  tributary  to  them. 

But  to  limit  the  supply  to  the  quantity  above  assumed,  and  calculating  npon  an 
open  navigation  of  eight  months  in  the  year,  it  will  be  found  that  the  monthly  supply 
(adopting  the  larger  reservoir)  will  be  as  follows,  viz:  1,632,573.1  cubic  yards  from  the 
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reservoir,  4,156,790.4  cubic  yards  from  the  Greenbrier  River,  and  1,055,980.8  cnbic  yards 
from  Diinlap'ti  and  Authony's  Creeks,  making  the  whole  tiupply  equal  to  6,845,344.3 
cubic  yards. 

This  monthly  supply  may  be  disposed  of  after  the  following  mann'»r:  Conaiderini;; 
the  length  of  the  su  mm  it-level,  it  is  probable  that  about  two  hoars  would  be  required 
for  a  boat  to  pass  from  one  extreme  p«»int  of  it  to  the  other — bbat  is  to  sav,  it  would 
move  at  the  rate  of  a  little  more  than  one  mile  atd  a  half  per  hour.  This  would  b^ 
for  a  single  boat.  Bat,  with  a  view  to  the  saving  both  time  and  water,  we  will  sup- 
pose the  trade  to  be  carried  on  by  a  number  of  boatH,  passing  and  repansing  the  differ- 
ent locks  at  the  same  time.  Let  the  number  be  twenty.  But,  as  a  greater  length  of 
time  is  required  for  a  unml>er  or  train  of  boats  to  pass  the  summit-level  than  for  a  single 
one,  we  shall  increase  the  time  assumed  for  the  passag^t  of  a  single  one  one-half  for  a 
train — that  is,  we  suppose  it  to  take  three  hours  for  a  train  of  20  boats  to  pass  from 
one  end  of  the  summit- level  to  the  other. 

The  trade  from  the  East  to  the  West,  we  suppose,  wonld  be  carried  on  in  this  man- 
ner. The  ti-st  tr^in  of  twenty  boats  wonld  leave  the  first  lock  at  the  commencement 
of  the  summit-level,  and  arrive  in  three  hours  afterward  at  the  1  ck  at  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  the  level,  (which  we  shall  here  call  the  second  lock,)  when  it  would  meet  a 
second  train,  having  passed  the  second  lo  -k.  This  second  train  would  arrive  m  three 
hours  afterward  at  the  first  lock  and  find  a  third  train,  having  passed  during  the  pas- 
sage of  the  first  and  second  trains,  and  ready  to  proceed  t>oward  the  second  lock,  and 
which  would  arrive  there  in  thne  hours  afi er ward,  and  tind  a  fourth  train  having 
ascended  t  tlie  summit  and  ready  to  proceed  to  the  first  lock ;  and  so  on,  until  the 
whole  tive  trains  shall  have  passed  the  summit. 

The  passage  of  these  five  trains,  or  one  hundred  boats,  requiring  fifteen  hours,  may 
be  atisumed  as  the  greatest  trade  on  this  part  of  the  canal. 

It  is  readily  seen  that  this  trade  agrees  very  well  with  the  monthly  snpply,  for,  at 
the  rate  of  lOi)  boats  x>er  day,  3.000  might  pass  per  month,  and  24  000  during  the  sea- 
sou  of  open  navigati<  n ;  and  as  the  boats  are  supposed  to  psiss  the  locks  alternately, 
one  lock  fnll  of  water  only  for  each  boat  will  be  required  to  pass  the  summit  level, 
Bnt  to  remove  all  doubts  &a  to  the  adequacy  of  the  monthly  snpply,  we  shall  add  half 
a  lock-full  for  leakage,  &c.  This  allowance,  supposing  the  size  of  the  locks  the  same 
as  those  contemplated  by  the  board  of  intrnal  improvement-s  for  the  proposed  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal,  will  be  equal  to  623  cubic  yards;  so  that  all  the  boats  which 
would  pass  (luring  a  mouth  would  require  for  lockage  1,}:J6'J,000  cubic  yanis  of  water, 
which,  when  taken  from  the  monthly  supply,  leaves  4.976,344.3  cubic  yards.  This 
residue  would  supply  the  canal  from  the  uiouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  thn  mouth  of 
Dun  lap's  Cre«k,  a  distance  of  about  33  miles  737  yards,  at  the  rate  of  14d,992.34  cubic 
yards  per  mile  per  mouth,  or  93,120.2  cubio  feet  per  miuute,  which  are  equal  to  1,552 
cubic  feet  per  second  per  mile. 

And  for  the  supply  of  tie  whole  distant  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the 
mouth  of  Dnnlap's  Creek,  we  sh  »uld  have  considerably  more  than  1|  cubic  feet  per 
secoud  per  mile,  should  we  take  into  consideration  the  quantity  which  may  be  had  from 
Howard's  Creek,  some  distance  above  its  mouth.  We  speak  now  of  1^  cubic  feet  of 
water  per  second,  exclnsive  of  lockage,  and.  if  you  please,  of  evaporation,  soakage,  &c. 
It  is  th(»ught,  however,  to  be  a  sutficiency,  absorption,  evaporation,  &;c.,  included.  We 
might  assure  onrselves  of  this  fact  immediately  by  making  a  comparison  between  this 
snpply  and  the  difiereut  supplies  which  answer  for  many  of  the  canals  constructt^d  in 
France  and  elsewhere.  Bu  L  shall  merely  advert  to  the  fact  that,  from  experiments 
which  have  been  made  upon  the  New  York  canal  and  others  which  have  been  con- 
structed in  this  country,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  about  100  cubic  feet  of  water  per 
minute  per  mile  only  are  requisite  for  navigating  au  ordinary  canal  in  this  country, 
lockage  included. 

Now,  if  we  apply  this  to  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Canal,  on  a  distance  of  about 
33  miles  737  yards,  and  deduct  1,869,000  cubic  yards,  which  we  have  allowed  for  lock- 
age, we  shall  find  that  there  will  be  a  much  smaller  quantity  left  (and  which  wonld 
snpply  the  canal)  tbau  we  can  calculate  upon  from  Greenbrier  River,  Anthony's  and 
Dnnlap's  Creeks,  and  the  reservoir  which  would  be  formed  on  the  Greenbrier,  The 
foregoing  calculations  were  made  from  data  obtained  from  the  experimental  surveys 
mado  in  1^26.  Subsequent  examinations  develop  facts  which  effect  a  slight  change  in 
them.  By  the  recent  surveys  which  have  been  made  it  appears  that  the  feeder-line, 
from  Greenbrier  River  to  t  e  summit-level,  can  be  shortened  about  2  miles,  making 
the  entire  length  of  it'  o  ly  31  miles  I'V)  yards. 

The  length  of  the  summit-level  is  4  miles  789  yards,  and  'his  distance  from  its  east> 
ern  extremity  to  the  point  where  the  canal  is  fed  by  Dnnlap's  Creek  is  2  miles  1,718 
yards.  I  he  distance  from  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  16  miles  115  yards.  The 
distance  frt>m  the  point  where  the  feeder-line  strikes  the  summit-level  to  the  point 
where  the  caiial  is  fed  by  Howard's  Creek  is  3  milet  1,175  yards,  and  from  thenoe  to 
the  month  of  the  creek,  4  miles  740  yards,  making  the  length  of  the  canal,  from  the 
mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Dnnlap's  Creek,  about  31  miles  1,017  yards. 
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APPENDIX   V.  799 

An  alteration  bas  beon  made  in  tbe  Bitnation  of  the  dam  for  the  reaervoir  on  Green- 
brier River.  This  dam,  thon^^h  supposed  to  be  as  high  as  the  dam  of  the  larger  reser- 
voir firHt  calcnlated  npon,  is  fV)und  to  give  a  reservoir  with  a  prism  of  water  equal  to 
only  8,57S,14ri  culiic  yards,  but  which,  when  compared  with  the  form»*r  larger  reservoir, 
is  found  to  have  a  mnch  smaller  than  a  proportional  surface  expusfd  to  evaporation. 

The  surface  of  thin  reservoir  is  eqaal  to  532,666  square  yards,  and  the  evaporation 
from  it  would  be  equal  to  4'S4,726.06  cubic  yards.  If  to  this  quantity,  after  making  a 
due  allowance  for  soakag',  we  add  tbe  evaporation  and  soakageof  the  feeder-line,  and 
subtract  the  sum  thereof  from  the  quantity  of  water  available  from  rains,  the  residue 
would  still  be  more  than  sntiioientto  till  the  adoptit^l  reservoir  once  per  monMi.  Be- 
sides, it  is  probable  that  the  reservoir  would  be  tilled  once  per  mouth  the  year  round 
from  Greenbrier  River.  The  quantity  (67.6  cubic  feet)  tirst  assumed  as  the  mean  sup- 
ply of  the  river  would  Hll  it  once  in  le-s  than  every  forty  days.  So,  to  feed  the  suni- 
mit-1-vel  and  portions  of  thn  canal  between  its  extremities  and  Dunlap'sand  Howard's 
Creeks,  we  may,  with  safery,  calculate  upon  the  contents  of  a  reservoir  formed  in 
Greenbrinr  River,  and  the  least  qnantiries  of  water  afforded  by  Greenbrier  River,  An- 
thony's Creek,  Howard's  and  Duulap's  Creeks, 

The  supply  would  be  as  follows:  palculating  npon  an  open  navigation  of  eight 
months  in  the  year,  the. reservoir  formed  in  Greenbrier  River  would  give  a  monthly 
supply  of  1,072,26H.5  cubic  yanls.  And  from  Greenbrier  River,  contaibing  4^2.'^  cubic 
feet  per  second  ;  Anthony's  Crwk,  5.5  cubic  feet  per  second  ;  Howard's  Creek,  6.H  cubic 
feet  per  second ;  and  Dun  lap's  Creek,  5.5  Cubic  feen  per  second,  we  should  have  a  monthly 
supply  of  5,769,552.6  cubic  yards.  If  from  these  supplies  we  subtract  the  lockage  for 
3,000  boats  per  month,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  residue  would  feetl  the  entire  canal  from 
the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek  at  the  rate  of  something 
like  157,517  cnhic  yards  per  mile  per  month,  which  are,  exclusive  of  lockage,  more  than 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  all  other  losses  included. 

The  canal  may  be  fed  in  this  manner:  From  Greenbrier  River  the  j^*ervoir  formed 
in  it,  and  Anthony's  Creek,  affording  together  a  monthly  supply  of  5,661,068.5  cubic 
yards  per  mile.  From  this  quantity  there  will  be  left,  aft«r  feeding  tbe  summit-level 
and  the  portion  of  canal  between  its  eastern  extremity  and  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's 
Creek,  (a  distance  of  about  2:H  miles,)  about  618,519  cubic  yards  p  r  mouth,  that  is, 
after  de<lncting  lockage  for  both  extremities  of  ihe  summit-level  and  taking  into  con- 
sideration a  monthly  supply  of  about  52d,000  cubic  yards  affurded  by  Dunlap's  Creek 
more  than  16  miles  from  itn  mouth.  Now,  this  remaining  supply  of  618,519  cubic  yards 
per  mile,  &o  ,  together  with  a  supply  of  652,800  cubic  yards  per  mile  per  month  from 
Howard's  Creek,  more  than  4  miles  from  its  month,  will  feed  the  remaining  portion  of 
tbe  canal  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  summit-level  to  tbe  mouth  of  Howard's 
Creek,  a  distance  of  about  8  miles. 

If  we  found  the  calculations  upon  tbe  least  quantities  of  water  which  have  yet 
been  found  t4)  flow  in  the  streams  u^ed  on  this  route,  at  the  points  where  it  is  prob- 
able they  would  be  brought  into  requisition  to  fe  d  the  canal,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
fall  of  rain-water  need  not  be  so  much  relied  upon.  For  instance,  we  have  Green bner 
River,  containing  46.72  cubic  feet  per  second,  (see  T  b.  1;)  Anthony's  Creek,  IL.'iO 
cubic  feet  per  second  ;  Howard's  Creek,  6.83  cubic  feet  per  second;  and  Dunlap's Cn-ek, 
9.43  cubic  feet  per  second  ;  giving  alto  ether  a  monthly  supply  of  7,150,080  cubic  yards. 
If  to  this  supply  we  add  the  monthly  supply  from  the  reservoir,  which  we  supposed 
filled  from  Greenbrier  River  during  the  interrupti  m  of  the  navigation,  and  make  a 
deduction  for  lockage,  there  will  remain  a  monthly  supply  of  6,3.')3,348.5  cubic  yards, 
-which  would  supply  the  canal  under  consideration  ^it  the  rate  of  194,581.2  cubic  yards 
per  mile  per  month,  which  are,  at  least,  more  than  half  a  cubic  foot  per  second  per 
mile  more  than  is  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  au<l  which,  together  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  rain-water,  would  supply  the  losses  <»f  the  feeder,  &o. 

Before  concludng,  we  will  make  one  other  supposition.  Suppose  an  open  naviga- 
tion of  nine  months  in  the  year;  and  suppose  tbe  fc'^der  from  Greenbrier  River  to  the 
Bummit-level.  and  the  canal  from  tbe  mouth  of  Howard'sCreek  to  the  month  of  Dunlap's 
Creek,  to  lose  each  its  prism  of  water  per  month  by  evaporation  and  filtration,  and 
allow  1,454, 178.  H  cubic  yards  for  the  leakage  and  evaporstion  of  tbe  reservoir,  (suppos- 
ing the  former  to  be  twice  tbe  latter,)  and  making  a  due  allowance  for  lockage,  we  shall 
have,  during  an  open  navigation  of  nine  months,  all  l«>sses  eqnal  to  about  32,962.494.18 
cubic  yards.  Now,if  we  compare  this  wi()h  the  fall  of  raineven  during  thespringand  sum- 
mer, there  will  remain  a  monthly  supply  of  2,906,133.5.i  cubic  yards  of  water,  which 
niay  go  toward  supplying  the  canal.  That  is  to  say,  we  should  have  tor  the  supply  of 
the  canal,  including  running  water,  a  monthly  supply  of  8,771,933.53  cubic  yards,  after 
having  made  good  all  losses  ;  which  is  twice  as  much  as  is  necessary.  I  shall  finish 
these  remarks  by  repeating,  that,  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  many  favorable 
sites  for  dams,  suitable  for  the  formation  of  reservoirs  on  Greenbrier  River  and  else- 
where, we  can  never  dread  an  insnfiiciency  of  water  for  the  supply  of  a  canal  on  this 
route.  In  addition  to  this  fact,  the  rela  ive  situation  of  Cheat  River  with  regard  tK> 
Greenbrier  River,  by  which,  in  case  of  any  unexpected  casualty,  a  feeder,  with  a  suf- 
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Kiv«>r,  leaves  no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  a  canal  oommuDicatiou  between  the 
head* waters  of  James  Kiver  and  the  Kanawha. 

The  next  <  hject  which  occupied  my  attention  Was  the  examination  of  a  proposed 
route  for  the  James  and  Kanawha  Canal,  by  way  of  one  of  the  head  branches*  f  Cra  g'a 
Creek,  a  tributury  to  Jackson's  River,  and  Sinking  Creek,  a  tributary  to  the  Kanawha. 
I  deem  it  nnnecessary  to  enter  into  a  minute  description  of  the  conntry  alon|^  this 
route,  as  I  shall  be  able  to  show  iu  a  very  few  words  that  there  is  not  a  sufBcient  supply 
of  water  for  a  canal.  To  supply  the  snramit-level  of  a  canal  on  this  route  we  should 
have  to  rely  almost,  altogether  on  John's  Creek,  a  branch  of  Craij^'s  Creek,  which  g^ave 
on  the  Isr.  September,  IH26,  at  i  s  mouth,  a  discharge  of  water  equal  to  ouly  15.4  cubic 
feet  per  second,  which  is  not  perhaps  the  minimum  supply  during  the  driest  seasoo  of 
the  year.  As  regards  Sinking  Creek,  we  might  often  during  the  dry  season  expect  to 
tindit,  if  not  dry,  iilmost  so.  Relying  then  principally  on  John's  Creek,  we  should 
have  a  monthly  supply  of  water  which  would  not  ^utiice  for  lockage  alone.  Allowing 
the  same  quantity  of  water  for  lockage  on  this  route  as  we  did  on  theCoving'on  route, 
we  w^ould  want  an  additional  quantity  of  391,5bO  cubic  yards  per  month  for  lockage. 
(Referred  to  on  p.  777.) 

The  quantity  of  water  afforded  by  John's  Crefek,  (15.4  cubicfeet  per  second,)  and  the 
quantity  nftVirded  by  Sinking  Cr^-ek,  (.49  cubic  feet,)  together  equal  to  15.89  cubic  feet 
per  second,  would  have  to  supply  a  summit-level  and  portions  of  canal,  together  equal 
to,  at  least,  fr<»m  :^0  to  36  miles.  Now,  at  the  rate  <»f  l^  cnbic  feet  per  second,  it  is 
readi  y  seen  that  the  above  quantity  would  only  feed  a  canal  bomething  like  10  miles, 
exclusive  of  lockage. 

In  a  word,  the  great  additional  supply  of  water  wanted  for  a  canal  by  this  route  can 
never  be  had,  for  we  can  alone  expect  it  from  reservoirs,  and  though  one  or  two  might 
be  firmed  on  the  route  they  conld  be  but  i-mall. 

A  canal  by  this  route,  even  if  there  was  a  snf&cient  supply  of  water,  would  have 
nothing  to  recommend  it,  f4)r  we  would  certainly  have  a  very  long  tunnel  on  it,  and 
that,  too,  over  an  elevatid summit-level. 

The  foregoing  remarks  would  apply  equally  as  well  to  any  route  by  the  way  of  Potts's 
Creek,  &c. 

The  next  examination  which  I  made,  agreeably  to  the  instructions  received  from  yon, 
was  of  the  country  between  the  head  braiichesof  Jackson's  River  and  QreenbrierBiver, 
In  the  vicinity  of  Huntersville  in  Pocahontas  County. 

My  attenti  n  was  particularly  directed  to  the  ancertaining  of  the  fact  ''whether  or 
not  the  Greenbrier  River,  near  the  mouth  of  Knapp's  Creek,  approached  sufficiently 
near  to  Jackson's  River  or  some  of  its  branches  ;  and  whether  or  not  the  dividing  ridge 
between  those  streams  was  sufficieutly  depressed  to  admit  of  a  couneciion  between 
them  by  means  of  a  canal  with  ut  a  tunnel." 

There  are,  it  is  true,  several  depresMioas  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  or  dividing 
ridge  between  the  eastern  and  western  waters,  in  the  county  of  Pocahontas.  Tde^e  is 
one  7  or  8  miles  from  HnnterNville,  between  the  head-waters  of  Knapp's  Cre-k  and  Lttle 
Back  Creek;  and  another  still  higher  i\pj  between  the  head- waters  of  the  Sugar  Tree 
Creek,  a  branch  of  Knapp's  Creek,  and  Big  Hack  Creek,  a  branch  of  Jackson's  River. 

But  the  most  considerable  one  iu  the  iiiountaiu  is  where  the  road  from  Huntersville 
to  Warm  Springs,  in  Bath  County,  crosses  it ;  a  communication  might  be  made  be- 
tween Knapp's  Cieek  and  Back  Creek  through  this  gap  perhaps  without  a  tunnel,  or, 
if  with  one,  a  very  short  one.  But  for  a  sutiQcient  supidy  of  water  for  a  canal  between 
those  streams,  we  should  have  to  vesort  to  a  long  feeder  from  Greenbrier  River,  and 
one,  too,  perhaps,  with  one  or  tw-*  tunnels. 

Table  HI  shows  the  quantity  of  water  afforded  by  the  different  streams  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  at  the  time  I  made  the  examination  of  it.  But  we  could  not 
depend  on  anything  like  those  quantities  during  the  greater  portion  of  the  summer 
season. 

From  a  mere  exatnination  of  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  at  the  time  the  different 
streams  were  measured  there  was  a  supply  of  water  afforded  by  them  more  than  neces- 
sary to  effect  the  d-  sired  communication.  *  But  having  since  f  een  many  of  thece  streams 
whilst  employed  upon  the  examination  of  a  route  for  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
(during  the  dry  season,)  I  am  fearful  there  could  not  be  had  at  all  seasons  of  the  year 
a  sufScient  supply  of  water  for  a  canal  communication  by  this  route.  But  even  if 
there  conld  be  found  a  sufficient  supply,  it  would  not  then  compare  with  the  route 
from  C«>vmgton  to  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek,  as  will  be  plainly  seen  from  the  fol- 
lowing facts :  On  this  route  the  lengtd  of  canal  would  be  greater,  by  at  least  100  miles, 
than  by  the  Covington  route ;  that  is  to  say,  the  distance  (following  the  probable 
direction  for  the  location  of  a  canal)  from  the  Greenbrier  Bridge  to  Huntersville,  on 
Knapp's  Creek,  and  from  thence  over  the  dividing  ridge,  and  down  Back  Creek,  &.C., 
to  Covington  would  be  at  least  100  miles,  and  probably  more. 

The  fall  of  the  ground  from  the  western  extremity  of  the  summit-level  of  this  ronte 
to  the  Greenbrier  Bridge,  near  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek,  is  about  1,500  feot.    8o 
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oil  toe  CovingtoQ  route  to  tbe  montb  oi  Howard's  Ureek  equal  to  lev-i  feet,  and  tbe 
amount  of  lockage  from  the  easteru  extremity  of  said  summit-level  to  the  mouth  of 
Duulap's  Creek  equnl  to  694  feet,  making  the  amount  of  lockage  for  the  entire  distance 
from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek  equal  to  918  feet; 
coDHequently  tfce  fall  from  the  eastern  extremity  of  Pocahontas  summit  to  the  mouth 
of  Doiilap's  Creek  is  equal  to  1,970  feet,  making  *^,552  feet  more  of  lockage  on  tbe  Poca- 
hontas route  than  on  the  Covington  route. 

The  great  additional  number  of  aqueducts  which  wonld  be  reqnired  on  this  ronto 
would  make  the  cost  of  its  construction  very  great  when  compared  with  the  Coviue- 
ron  rente.  In  the  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Howard's  Creek  to  the  month  of  Knapirs 
Creek,  pursuing  either  side  of  Greenbrier  River,  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  cross 
fiom  8  to  10  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Greenbrier;  and,  owing  to  the  fre^ufnt 
situations  in  the  Greenbrier  River  itself,  it  is  probable  that  it  would  be  found  neces- 
sary to  cross  it  four  or  five  times  in  some  instances  to  save  distance,  and  in  others  to 
avoid  encountering  bad  ground,  «&c.  The  same  remarks  would  apply  to  Jackson's 
River.  So,  without  a  tunnel  and  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Pocahontas  route  could  have  no  advantages  over  the  Covington  route. 

I  will  now  conclude  by  making  some  general  remarks  as  to  the  formation  of  the 
country  which  we  have  examined  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability  of 
a  connection  between  Greenbrier  and  Jackson's  Rivers.  The  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
dividii.g  ridge  between  these  streams  are  of  the  transition  class,  and  consist  principally 
of  sandstone  and  limestone.  Hornstone  and  other  rocks  are  sometimes  met  with,  but 
in  very  small  quantities.  Of  the  rocks  above  mentioned,  sandstone  is  perhaps  the  most 
predominant.  Compact  limestone,  (blue,)  however,  occur  in  considerable  quantities 
tbrogghout  the  whole  district,  and  may  be  used  either  as  a  building-stone  or  for  the 
purpose  of  furnishing  ordinary  lime  The  most  considerable  deposit  of  limestone  which 
we  have  seen  in  this  section  is  a  zone  or  belt  which  passes  from  north  to  south  through 
Lewisbnrg,  Union,  d^c,  and  which  we  have  traced  from  its  outgoings  or  appearances 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth  for  the  distance  of  20  to  30  miles;  its  width  hardly  ever 
exceeds  a  mile.  Connected  with  this  deposit  of  limestone  for  a  number  of  miles  is  one 
of  hornstone. 

Limestone  is  fonnd  on  most  of  tbe  streams  east  and  west  of  the  dividing  ridge,  viz, 
on  Jackson's  River,  on  Craig's  Creek,  on  Dnnlap's  Creek,  and  on  Angley's  Creek.  In  a 
word^  the  whole  country,  from  Covington  to  the  Sweet  Springs,  abounds  in  limestone. 
It  is  found  on  Sinking  Creek,  on  Knapp's  Creek ;  on  Anthony's  Creek  we  generally  find 
sandstone.  On  Greenbrier  River,  above  the  bridge,  we  sometimes  meet  with  limestone, 
but  the  usual  formation  is  of  sandstone. 

And  it  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  feeder-line  from  Greenbrier  River  to  the  sum- 
mit-level will  seldom  intersect  limestone  formations,  although  we  frequently  find  lime- 
stone in  the  vicinity  of  the  Greenbrier,  on  either  side,  as  high  up  as  Huntersville,  in 
Pocahontas. 

Frtestone,  suitable  for  constructions,  is  found  on  both  sides  of  Greenbrier  River,  near 
the  bridge ;  of  this  stone,  the  piers  of  the  bridge  are  constructed. 

I  examined  the  couotry,  particularly  between  Howard's  Creek  and  Crow's,  on  Dnn- 
lap's Creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  proposed  tunnel  between  those  streams,  and  came 
to  the  couclusioQ  that,  in  the  construction  of  the  tunnel  for  the  principal  part  of  the 
way  througV  the  ridge,  solid  sandstone  would  be  met  with. 

And  whenever  th:s  was  not  the  case,  which  would  probably  be  in  the  commencement 
and  termination  of  the  tunnel,  we  should  probably  encount«r  argillaceous  slate  and 
sandstone  with  a  slaty  structure. 

The  soil  throughout  the  whole  section  of  country  examined  is  generally  very  good, 
but  varies  in  quality  in  a  measure  with  the  different  kinds  of  rock  met  with,  lime- 
stone soil  being  better  than  sandy  soil. 

Coal  and  iron  ores  are  the  only  mineral  productions  discovered  worthy  of  much  notice. 

Coal  has  been  discovered  some  few  miles  from  the  bridge  on  Greenbrier  River  and 
will  probably  be  found  elsewhere,  as  we  have  frequently  observed  formations  with 
which  it  is  almdst  always  associated.  We  have  noticed  the  appearance  of  it  particjilarly 
between  the  Greenbrier  Bridge  and  Lewisbnrg.  We  have  not,  however,  seen  any  speci- 
mens of  a  good  quality. 

This  section  of  conn  try  is,  unquestionably,  the  repository  of  numerous  beds  or  de- 
posits of  iron  ore.  We  are  assurt-d  of  this  fact  by  its  appearance  in  several  places.  A 
considerable  lead  of  it  is  found  on  John's  Creek,  near  New  Castle.  It  also  abounds  on 
Dnnlap's  Creek  and  its  bra  ches,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Covington,  and  will,  no  doubt, 
bo  frequently  met  with  elsewhere. 

The  ore  on  Dunlap's  Creek  is  the  red  oxide  and  is  considered  of  a  most  excellent 
quality. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit,  &.c. 

John  N.  Dillahunty, 
Lieutenant  First  Regiment  Artillcryj  on  Topographical  Duty, 
51  B 
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802         REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS. 

REPORTS  ON  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  GREAT  KANAWHA  RIVER  BV  LOCKS  AND  DAMS,  BY 

MR  JOHN  A.  DYERS. 

1. 

WiNGFiELD,  February  1, 186??. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  eent  to  yonr  addres*^  an  estimate  of  the  co8t  of  improviDg  the 
Kanawha  River  by  locks  and  dams  from  Loup  Creek  to  the  Ohio  River. 

I  have  also  sent  an  estimate  for  an  improvement  by  lockrt  and  dams  from  Lonp  Creek 
to  Brownstown  aod  from  thence  down  by  low  dams  at  the  head  of  the  shoals,  side- 
canals  along  at  locks  at  the  foot  of  the  shoals,  each  of  thesa  plans  to  secure  5  feet- 
depth  of  water  for  navigation. 

In  planning  any  system  of  works  for  the  improvement  of  a  water -coarse,  regard 
should  be  bad  to  the  height  and  character  of  its  floods,  and  the  materials  composing 
the  banks  and  bed  of  its  scream. 

Passing  by  ocoas  onal  floods  of  from  50  to  60  feet  as  beyond  any  practical  considera- 
tion, the  Kanawha  River  is  generally  visited  by  one  to  several  tides  of  from  20  to  «)0 
feet  every  year. 

These  floods  sometimes  occur  when  New  River  for  150  miles,  Greenbrier  for  60  miles, 
Gaoley  River  for  about  the  same  distance,  are  in  many  part«  cov<>red  with  strong  ice, 
these  rivers  having  an  avi'rage  fall  of  10  feet  to  the  mile.  New  River,  taking  its  rise 
in  the  warmer  climate  of  North  Carolina^  is  sometimes  flooded  by  rains  falling  there, 
while  it  remains  dry  and  cold  west  of  the  Alleghanies.  The  effect  under  these  circum- 
stances is  to  drive  the  ice  along,  accumulating  as  it  goes,  until  it  is  thrown  down  upon 
the  Kanawha  River  ip  a  compact  mass,  and  rolled  along  the  bottom  of  the  river,  form- 
ing dams  from  shoal  to  shoal,  the  destrncive  power  of  which  should  not  be  overlooked. 
Immense  quantities  of  drift  often  carried  with  the  flood  even  trees  of  the  largfst  size, 
with  the  roots  attached  and  dragging  on  the  bed  of  the  river. 

The  banks  of  the  Kanawha  River  range  from  40  to  60  feet  above  low  water,  and  a'-e 
made  up  of  clay,  sand,  and  vegetable  mold  mixed  in  every  proportion.  The  river  bed 
is  nearly  everywhere  covered  with  a  close  and  strong  pavement  of  bowlders  filled  iu 
between  with  small  stones  and  gravel. 

Passing  below  this  rocky  pavement,  which  is  from  3  to  5  feet  in  thickness,  are  found 
alternating  strata  of  gravel  and  sand,  of  pure  sand,  blue  clay,  aiid  quicks  sud,  rtrachiog 
generally  far  below  the  levels  required  for  foundations. 

Solid  rock  is  exposed  at  J'hnsou's  and  Red  House  Shoals  at  a  few  feet  above  low- 
water,  extending  only  acoss  a  portion  of  the  river,  where  it  sinks  abruptly  to  a  level 
inaccessible  for  bnilding  npon. 

I  found  solid  rock  at  Peeled  Maple  and  Arbnckle  Shoals  along  both  shores  of  the  river, 
at  a  very  uniform  depth  of  4^  feet  below  the  surface  of  low  water,  and  I  believe  solid 
rock  will  be  found  in  other  places  along  the  shallow  reaches  of  the  river. 

Considering  the  character  of  the  river  as  above  described,  I  have  estimated  for  bnild- 
ing entirely  on  artificial  four  dations.  The  walls  of  the  locks,  dams,  and  abntnienta 
are  to  be  of  ma«onry  laid  iu  hydranlic  rement,  the  materials  and  workmanship  to  be 
the  best  of  its  kind,  with  no  expenditure  merely  for  the  sake  of  appeararce,  and  the 
prices  applied,  except  for  mortared  masonry,  are  prices  now  paid  for  similar  wurk  in 
progress  on  Coal  River. 

In  the  estimate  yon  will  notice  what  may  be  considered  a  large  sum  for  coffer-dams, 
&o.,  but,  considering  all  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  I  cannot  belief  the  eharge 
materiallv  in  excess. 

Coffer-dams  will  be  necessary  to  the  proper  execution  of  the  work?,  and  they  should 
be  carried  4  to  6  feet  above  the  ordinary  luw  water,  so  as  to  render  all  the  building- 
season  for  founding  the  locks  and  dams  available  by  being  above  the  ordinary  summer 
floods. 

It  must  be  thought  of,  that,  while  these  locks  and  dams  are  in  progress,  the  naviga- 
tion  of  the  river  will  be  often  obstructed  and  cccasionally  suspended.  To  economize 
these  difficnlries  the  work  will  have  to  be  pressed,  so  as  to  shorten  the  obstruction  to 
navigation,  by  working  night  and  day,  ail  tending  to  increase  the  cost  of  the  work. 

ESTIMATE  SHOWING  THE  COST  OF  IMPROVING  THE   KANAWHA  RIVER  FROM  LOUP  CREEK 

TO  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Bif  mortared-masonry  lovka  and  dam», 

12  looks,  at  $68,077 J8I6,92« 

12  dams,  at  $74,179 ^90, 143 

Channels  of  approach  io  the  looks 100.000 

Coffer-dams,  pumping,  &c .^ 60,000 


1,867,072 
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APPENDIX   V,  803 

By  mortared-Moaonry  locks  and  dams  from  Loup  Creek  to  Browmlownt  and  side-oanaJs  and 

locks  helow. 

5  locks,  at  $68.077 |;340,385 

5  dauis,  at  $74,179 370,695 

Channels  of  approach  to  locks 51,500 

unocks  at  foot  of  the  shoals,  at  |60,600 7H7,e00 

13  dams  at  head  of  the  shoals,  at  $14,000 18*2,000 

Side  canals 2^20,000 

Cofter-dams  and  pnmping 90,000 

2,048,580 
By  mortared-masonry  and  timher  crib-danis,  locks  thronghouU 

12  locks,  at  $68,077 '. $816,924 

12  dams,  at  $43,136 517,620 

Channels  of  approach  to  locks 100,060 

Coiier-dams  and  pamping 60,000 

1,494,544 
By  Umber  oribs,  locksy  and  dams, 

12  locks,  at  $54,805 $657,600 

12  dams,  at  $43,135 517,620 

Channels  of  approach  to  locks 100,000 

Coffer-dams  and  pamping 60,000 

1.335,280 

I  have  endeavored,  in  the  foregoing  estimates,  to  arrive  at  an  aggregate  of  cost  that 
will  not  vary  materialiy  from  the  truth.    There  is  yet  to  be  added  a  sum  for  the  pur-# 
chase  of  land  for  abutments  and  lock-honses,  say  $3,000,  and  also  for  administrative 
expense,  which  will  be  common  to  any  plan  that  may  be  adopted. 

1  feel  a  great  diffidence  in  recommending  any  particular  plan  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Kanawha  River,  while  those  most  interested  express  snch  opposite  views,  but 
after  giving  the  subject  my  best  consideration  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  charter 
be  obtained  giving  a  right  of  choice  to  improve  the  river,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  locks 
and  dams  or  by  bluices,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing  the  number  of  dams  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  company  may  demand,  and  1  would  recommend  the  construction  of  locks 
and  dams  at  Lykens's  Shoals,  at  Paint  Creek  and  Cabin  Creek  Shoals,  and  ]>erhap8,  alno, 
at  Witcher*s  Creek.  The  other  points  of  the  river  ar«  to  be  improved  by  collecting  the 
wat,er  at  the  head  of  the  shoals  into  a  lateral  canal  or  sluice  alongside  the  shoal,  and 
wing-dams,  or  submerged  dams  of  riprap  and  gravel  below  the  shoals,  so  placed  as  to 
grade  the  low-water  surface  to  a  descent  nowhere  more  than  three  feet  to  the  mile. 
These  dams  will  sometimes  eztond  from  one  shore  and  sometimes  from  the  other,  and 
sometimes  extend  entirely  across  the  river,  with  a  notch  through  for  the  boats  the  size 
of  the  channel.  In  short,  they  will  be  arranged  in  every  manner  to  suit  local  require- 
ments. When  the  river  is  graded  with  channels  of  the  pre6«dnt  width  (80  feet  on  the 
bottom)  and  the  water  collected  in  the  channel,  there  will  be  4  feet  depth  of  water 
when  the  river  is  at  low- water  mark,  or  4  inches  above  what  it  was  in  1838,  when 
ganged  by  £.  H.  Gill,  esq. ;  but  the  fact  is  within  my  observation  of  Kanawha  River 
that  it  does  not  often  fall  within  eight  to  ten  inches  of  1838,  and  instead  of  4  feet 
there  will  be,  with  few  exceptions  of  short  duration,  frotu  4  to  4|  feet  and  upwards. 

It  will,  however,  most  likely  be  necessary  to  widen  the  channel  to  100  feet  on  the 
bottom  for  the  more  safe  and  convenient  passage  of  sieam-tngs  with  a  tow  on  each  iHde. 
This  will  reduce  the  low-water  depth  to  about  3  feet  3  inches. 

h  The  channels  and  various  dams  should  confine  the  entire  discharge  of  the  river  to 
a  depth  of  6  feet  before  the  walls  become  submerged.  If  this  is  attended  to,  it  will  at 
once  be  seen  that  a  general  rise  of  less  than  2  feet  in  the  river  will  give  6  feet  depth 
for  navigation. 

I  would  remark  here  that  the  bed  of  the  river  must  be  graded  to  a  fall  of  3  feet  per 
mile,  as  well  as  the  surface. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  improving  the  Kanawha  River  as  above 
proposed : 

ESTIMATE  FOR  TIMBER-GRID,  LOCKS  AND  DAMS. 

For  dams  and  locks  at  L> kens,  Paint,  and  Cabin  Creek  Shoals $293, 820 

For  the  oMirtnietioD  of  chaaaelBy  wing  and  aubm^rged  dams,  &o 450, 000 


743,820 
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width,  and  character  of  the  river  are  taken  from  carefully-prepared  notes  of  the  anrvey 
made  in  1856-T)7- 58.  The  cost  of  a  lock  or  dam  has  been  prepared  from  pen-sketches 
in  sections  and  plans,  and  the  prices  applied  for  all  but  masonry-work  are  those  now 
being  paid  on  the  Coal  River  works. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

John  A.  Byers. 

Thos.  L.  Broun. 


2. 

WiNGFiELD,  February  10, 1868. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  thought  it  best  to  send  yon  the  estimates  I  have  prepared,  show- 
ing the  cost  of  improving  the  Kanawha  River  by  locks  and  dams  and  otherwise. 

I  have  not  said  anything  in  regard  to  the  Meadow  River  Lake,  preferring  to  mpike 
that  a  separate  report  to  Colonel  Bronn  or  yourself,  so  that  it  may  be  used  or  not ;  but 
I  will  state  briefly  here  some  of  the  advantages  of  such  an  aid  to  the  improvement  not 
only  of  the  Kanawha  but  of  the  Ohio  River. 

By  the  water  hf  Id  back  in  the  lake  a  navigable  depth  of  the  channel  of  the  Kanawha 
can  be  maintained  at  4  fact,  for  sixty  days,  during  low  water,  and  add  6  inches  to  tke 
depth  in  the  Ohio  channels  to  Cincinnati.  In  addition  to  this,  it  will  afford  water  to 
fill  the  bed  of  the  Kanawha  for  88  miles  to  a  depth  of  6  feet  in  the  channels  six  times 
during  low  water,  or  once  every  two  weeks  for  three  months,  and  to  fill  the  Ohio  River 
below  Point  Pleasant  the  same  depth  for  54  miles;  or.  If  applied  uniformly,  would  raise 
the  water  in  the  Kanawha  River  to  4^  feet  for  sixty  days.  And  this  without  grading 
of  the  river,  by  simply  cutting  channels  at  the  shoals  and  removing  surface  or  loose 
rock  and  gravel  bars  in  other  places. 
^  The  cost  for  such  an  improvement  would  be,  taking  Mr.  Ellet's  estimate  for  the  river, 
^as  follows: 

8,500  acres  of  land,  at  fi? $59,500 

1,800  acres  of  land,  at  $20 30,000 

.'>00  acres  of  land,  at  $50 ^5.000 

Cost  of  removing  turnpike 5,000 

Contingencies 25,700 

154,200 

Cost  of  dam 215.500 

Costrof  improving  the  Kanawha  by  channels,  &o 450,000 

819  700 

The  $450,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Kanawha  includes  the  grading  to  3  feet  to 
the  mile  cot  contemplate  by  Mr.  EUet,  and  will  probably  add  6  inches  or  more  to  the 
depth  of  water. 

Mr.  Ellet  put  the  dianneling  of  the  Kanawha  at  $125,000,  whieh  leaves  $325, 000  of 
ray  estimate  to  perfecting  the  improvement  of  the  natural  low- water  discharge  of  the 
river. 

I  will,  however,  send  a  revised  statement  of  this  in  a  day  or  two. 

One  use  of  the  reservoir  would  be  to  prevent  the  froezing  over  of  the  river  by  flood- 
ing during  cold  weather. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  Byers. 

Col.  Thomas  Smith. 

ESTIMATED    COST  OF  A   LOCK   OF  7   FEET   LIFT,  200  FEET   LONG  BT   40  FEET  IN   THB 

CHAMBER. 

3,000  cubic  yards  excavating  earth  and  gravel  above  low  water,  at  40  cents  ..  $1, 2^ 

5,000  cubic  yards  excavating  earth  and  gravel  below  low  water,  at  75  cents..  3, 750 

500  cubic  yards  excavating  solid  rock  below  low  water,  at  $2 1,000 

7,300  linear  feet  of  floor-timber,  at  30  cents 2, 196 

70,000  feet,  board-measure,  of  folio  wing-plank  and  pile-plank,  at  $40  per  M..  2. 800 

3,200  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry^  (laid  in  cement,)  at  $7 22, 40O 

1.100  cubic  yards  of  dry  masonry,  at  $3 3,:)00 

3,000  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  25  cents 750 

1,600  cubic  yards  of  puddling,  (not  paid  for  as  excavation,)  at  50  cents 800 

11,200  bushels  of  cement,  at  50  cents 5,600 

20^000  linear  feet  round  piles  in  foundation,  at  '<^^  cents 6, 667 
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3,000  linear  feet  square  timber  in  fonndation,  at  30  oents $900 

1,'<200  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  gravel  filling  iu  foandatioa,  at  60  cents 7*20 

Miter-sills 400 

Lock  gates  and  fixtures.. 5,000 

Lock-keeper's  bonse ^ 600 

Cofter  dams  and  building 10,000 

Total  cost  of  lock ^ 68,077 

ESTIMATED  COST  OP  A  DAM  600  FEET  LONG. 

5,000  onbic  yards  of  excavation  of  eartb,  gravel,  loose  rock,  &c.,  at  75  cents..  $3, 750 

2^,000  linear  feet  of  round  piles  under  tbe  dam  and  apron,  at  33^^  cents 7, 333 

32,000  linear  feet  of  square  timber  in  foundation,  at  30  cents 9,750 

66,000  feet,  board -measure,  of  plank,  in  foundation,  at  $'S^  per  M 2, 310 

3,100  cubic  yards  of  stone  filling  in  grillage,  at$l 3, 100 

2*^,800  pounds  iron  bblts  in  grillage,  at  19  cents 2,880 

3,300  linear  feet  of  Sq uare  timber  covering  tbe  dam,  at  50  cents 1, 650 

'J3,800  feet,  board-measure,  of  plank  flooring  of  dam,  at  140  per  M 952 

16.000  poiinds  of  screw-bolts  and  spikes  in  flooring  of  dam,  at  15  cents 2, 400 

2,730  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry,  (laid  in  cement,)  at  $5 13, 650 

1 ,200  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry  iu  abutment,  at  $4 4,  t'OO 

2.500  cubic  yards  riprapping,  at  $1 ^ 2,500 

13,^^00  bushels  of  cemeat,  at  50  cents 6,900 

3,000  cubic  yards  of  stone  and  gravel  filling  against  the  dam,  at  40  cents 1, 200 

1,000  cubic  yards  rock  filled  over  the  gravel,  at  $1 1,000 

Cofier-dams,  pumping,  and  bailing 10,000 

Total  cost 74,175 

MATERIALS  AND  LABOR  FOR  A  DAM  600  FEET  LONG,  AND  CONNECTED  WITH  A  LOCK  OF 

7  FEET  UFT. 

5,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  of  earth,  gravel,  and  loose  rock. 

2., 000  linear  feet  of  piles  under  dam  and  apron. 

32,500  linear  feet  square  timber  in  grillage  and  apron. 

66,000  feet,  board-measure,  of  plank  floor  and  sheet-piling. 

3,100  cubic  yards  of  stone  tilling  under  floor  and  apron. 

2*j,000  pounds  of  iron  bolts  in  foundation. 

3,300  linear  feet  square  timber  covering  the  dam. 

23,800  feet,  board- measure,  plank  and  ice-guard  covering  the  dam. 

16,000  pounds  of  iron  screw-bolt  anchors  and  spikes  to  secure  top  of  dam. 

2,730  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry  in  dam. 

1,200  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry  in  abutment. 

2,500  cubic  yards  riprap  protection  of  banks. 

3,000  cubic  yards  stone  and  gravel  filled  against  dam. 

1,000  cubic  yards  rock  on  gravel  filled  against  dam. 

13.800  bushels  of  cement. 

Co£fer-dams,  pumping,  and  bailing,  $10,000. 

MATERIALS  FOR  A  MASONRY-LOCK  OF  7  FEET  LIFT. 

3,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  of  earth  above  water. 

5,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  of  earth  under  water. 
500  cubic  yards  of  excavation  of  rock,  (mostly  loose.) 

7,300  linear  feet  of  floor- timbers. 
70,000  feet,  board-measure,  of  planks,  flooring,  and  piling. 

3,200  cubic  yards  of  mortared  masonry. 

1,100  cubic  yards  of  dry  walling. 

3,000  cubic  yards  of  embankment. 

1,600  cubic  yards  of  puddling,  (not  paid  for  as  excav<ation. ) 
20,000  linear  feet  of  piling  in  foundation. 

3,000  linear  feet  of  square  timber  in  grillage. 

1,200  cubic  yards  of  rock  and  gravel  filling. 
Lock-gates  and  miter-sills  and  fixtures. 
Lock- house. 

11,200  bushels  of  cement. 
Coffer-dams,  bailing,  and  pumping,  $10,000. 
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806  REPORT   OF   THE   CHIEF   OF   ENGINEERS. 

ESTIMATES  OF  CHANNELS  ABOVK  AND  BELOW  THE  LOCKS. 

By  locks  and  dams  all  the  toay. 

80,000  cubic  yards  of  earth,  gravel,  &c.,  at  50  cents $40, 000 

r>0,000  cnbic  yards  of  enibaukmenfc,  at  30  cents 15, 000 

15,000  cnbic  yards  of  dry  walling,  at  $3 45,000 

$100,000 

Estimated  cost  of  diedging,  pile-driving,  and  pumping-machinery  for  same ..       60, 000 

160,000 

Estimated  cost  of  channels  for  locks  and  dams  to  BrownstowUt  and  side  locks  and  canal  below, 

Channel  to  lock: 

40,000  cnbic  yards  of  earth,  gravel,  &c.,  at  50  cents >20,000 

35,000  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  30  cent* 10,500 

7,000  cubic  yards  of  dry  walling,  at  $3 21,000 

$51,500 

Side  canal: 

126,000  cubic  yards  of  excavation  of  earth,  &c.,  at  50  cents $63, 000 

84,000  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  30  cents...! 25,200 

92,000  cubic  yards  of  riprapping  and  paving,  at  $1 .50 i:%,  000 

226.200 

277,700 
Estimated  cost  of  dredging,  pile-driving,  and  pumping-machinery 90, 000 

RECAPITULATION. 

Improving  locks  and  dams  all  the  way, 

12  locks  each,  at  t«S,077 $816,924 

12  dams  each,  at  $74, 179 890,148 

$1,707,072 

Channels  leading  to  and  from  the  locks 100,000 

Dredging,  pile-driving,  and  pumping-machinery 60, 000 

Total  cost  by  locks  and  dams  all  the  way 1, 807, 072 

Improvenieni  by  locks  and  dams  to  Brownsiown, 

51ocks,  of  7  feet  lift  each,  at  $68,077 $340,385 

5  dams  each,  at  $74,179 370.895 

$711,280 

Channels  leading  to  and  from  the  locks 51,500 

Side  locks  and  canals  from  Brownstown  to  the  Ohio  River : 

13  locks  of  3.53  feet  lift  each,  at  $60,600 $787,800 

13  dams  each,  at  $14,000 182, 000 

969, 800 

Side  canal 226,000 

For  dredging,  pile-driving,  and  pumping-machinery 90,000 

Total  cost  of  looks,  dams,  and  side  canals 2,048,580 


Dear  Sir:  I  desire  to  add  some  further  views  in  regard  to  improving  the  Kanawha 
River  by  channels  and  weirs,  which  may  be  useful  with  some  who  are  doubtful  or  incred- 
ulous as  to  what  may  be  effected  by  that  meihod. 

In  improving  the  Kanawha  River  from  Witcher's  Creek  down,  I  propose  to  constrnct 
a  navigable  channel  110  feet  wide  on  the  bottom  with  interior  side-slopes  of  3  to  1. 
These  channels  will  be  formed  by  cutting  through  the  bar  at  the  different  shoals,  clear- 
ing away  loose  rock  and  gravel  along  the  shallows  and  ripples,  and  in  places  by  con- 
structing dams  or  weirs,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  fall  of  the  river  so  as  nowhere 
to  exceed  3  feet  fall  per  mile. ' 

The  dams  or  weirs  will  generally  be  placed  at  right  angles  with  the  channel  or  cur- 
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iufiB  in  the  dams  will  also  be  graded  to  3  feet  fall  per  mile. 

Some  of  the  weirs  will  extend  from  one  or  both  shores  of  the  river;  some  will  be 
partly  and  some  wholly  submerj^ed,  and  generally  they  are  to  have  such  location,  direc- 
tion, and  extent  as  will  secure  the  greatest  depth  of  water  for  a  safe  continuous  navi- 
gation. 

The  Kanawha  River  needs  no  further  improvemient  than  the  cutting  of  channels  at 
the  shoals  below  Witcher's  Creek,  where  the  river  18  2  feet  above  ordinary  low  water 
at  the  head  of  Elk  River  Shoal,  provided  the  channels  have  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
current,  so  that  boats  and  floats  will  not  be  wrecked  on  the  side-walls. 

I  propose  to  show  what  can  be  effected  in  further  improvement  of  the  river  by  the 
addition  of  side-walls  and  weirs,  as  above  indicated,  during  the  time  it  remains  between 
low  .water  and  2.07  above  at  the  head  of  the  Elk  Shoal. 

The  term  ''ordinary  low  water"  is  meant  to  apply  to  that  st%ge  in  the  river  which 
generally  occurs  once  or  more  in  each  year,  and  excludes  such  an  extreme  year  as  1H38. 

In  the  summer  of  1838  the  river  was  carefully  gauged  by  E.  H.  Gills,  esq.,  civil 
engineer,  and  found  to  afford  1,150  cubic  feet  of  water  per  second. 

It  has  not  been  as  low  since  that  time.  I  made  a  similar  measurement  in  1856,  and 
found  l,3r)0  cubic  feet  per  second.  It  was  again  gauged  by  Col.  Charles  EUet  in  1859, 
when  he  found  1,950  cubic  feet. 

This  last  gauging  was  u»ade  at  the  very  time  when  steamers  ceased  to  run  on  account 
of  low  water. 

I  propoi^e  to  adopt  a  me^in  of  the  first  and  last  measurement-s  as  the  least  quantity 
of  water  to  be  considered  in  showing  the  probable  depth  which  will  be  obtained  after 
making  the  proposed  improvement. 

Ill  a  channel  of  the  dimensions  before  given,  having  an  inclination  of  3  feet  in  a 
mile,  1,550  cubic  feet  will  give  a  depth  of  3.25  feet  in  the  channels ;  2,147  cubic  feet 
will  give  a  depth  of  4  feet,  requiring  7  inches  rise  in  rivor ;  3,035  cubic  feet  will  give 
a  depth  of  5  feet,  requiring  13  inches  rise  in  river;  4,150  cubic  feet  will  give  a  depth 
of  6  feet,  requiring  18  inches  rise  in  river. 

Mr.  Ellet,  in  his  report  to  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company,  states  that  with 
channels  freely  cut  at  the  shoals,  without  otherwise  confining  the  water,  if  it  be  raised 
so  as  to  give  a  rise  of  2.07  in  the  river  at  the  head  of  Elk  Shoal,  it  will  give  6  feet 
depth  *of  water  everywhere  below  to  the  Ohio  River. 

The  above  are  appn>ximate  figures,  but  I  think  are  not  far  from  the  truth. 

The  statement  above  given  shows,  by  grading  the  river  and  confining  the  low-water 
channel  to  a  width  of  110  feet,  what  a  small  rise  is  required  to  afford  the  depth  of  water 
desire<l.  To  complete  this  work  I  have  estimated  $450,000,  which  includes  the  smaller 
shoals  and  shallows  between  Lyken's  Shoals  and  Witcher's  Creek  Shoal. 

It  has  occurred  to  me  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  probable  depth  of  water  for  differ- 
ent lengths  of  time  in  one  year,  and  I  have  to  say  there  will  be  3  feet  and  upwards  for 
11  mouths;  there  will  be  4'feet  and  upwards  for  10  months;  there  will  be  5  feet  and 
upw*ards  for  9  months;  there  will  be  6  feet  and  upwards  for  7  months;  there  will  be 
3  feet  and  under  for  1  month. 

If  nothing  more  is  done  than  to  clear  out  the  channels,  there  will  be,  perhaps,  3  to  4 
months  in  each  year  during  which  there  will  be  3  feet  and  less  in  the  channeln. 

The  discharge  of  1,838  or  1,150  cubic  feet  per  second  would  reduce  the  depth  in  the 
channels  I  propose  to  3  feet  6  inches. 

In  fixing  the  width  of  the  channel  at  110  feet,  I  believe  there  will  be  no  difiiculty 
with  a  tug  passing  either  way  with  a  tow  on  each  side,  as  they  can  and  do  ascend  the 
present  chanuels,  which  are  only  80  feet  wide. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Byers. 

Thos.  L.  Brocx,  Esq. 

P.  S.— I  omitted  te  say  that  the  entire  river  is  intended  to  be  turned  into  or  to  pass 
through  the  channels  and  weirs  up  to  6  feet  deep,  and  every  rise  of  the  river  must  tirst 
expend  itself  iu  deepening  the  navigable  water  before  it  spreads  over  the  whole  river- 
bed. 

J.  A.  B. 


I.AWS  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  WEST  VIRGINIA    RELATING  TO  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  GREAT 

KANAWHA   RIVER. 

Chapter  114.— AN  ACT  to  enlarf^e  the  powern  and  define  ths  duties  of  the  KanahawA  board,  and  to 
authorize  them  to  proiecute  the  improvement  of  the  Kanawha  Klver.    Passed  March  3,  1869. 

Whereas  the  Virginia  Canal  Company  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
its  original  charter  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  March, 
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an  act  oi  me  general  assemuiy  oi  Virginia,  i^assea  reornary  XDira,  eignieen  Duncirea 
and  sixty-one,  which  was  intended  to  re-enact  and  amend  said  charter,  and  which  last- 
mentioned  act  was  approved  by  this  legislature  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-six  ;  this  legislature,  by  virtue  of  the  power  reserved  to  it 
by  the  three  before-recited  acts,  doth  hereby  announce  and  declare,  that  by  reason  of 
the  failure  aforesaid,  all  rights,  intefrest,  franchises  of  the  said  Virginia  Canal  Company, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  have  forever  cejvsed  and  determined  as  fnlly  and 
effectually  as  if  neither  of  the  aforesaid  acts  had  ever  been  passed ;  and  whereas  the 
general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  having  by  an  act  passed  March  twenty-third, 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  entitled  ''An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  River 
and  Kanawha  Compan}^''  declared  *'that  in  case  the  said  James  River  and  Kanawha 
Company  shall  not  complete  the  canal  to  Covington,  or  the  western  terminus  of  the 
Virginia  Central  Railroad,  within  six  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  the  prop- 
erty, rights,  franchises,  and  privileges,  of  every  kind  and  description,  of  the  said  com- 
pany, shall  be  transferred  to  and  become  the  property  of  the  State ; "  and  the  said 
James  River  and  Kanawha  Company  having  accepted  the  provisions  of  said  <act,  and 
having  failed  to  complete  the  canal  to  Covington,  or  the  western  terminus  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Central  Railroad  within  six  years  from  the  twenty- third  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  so  much  of  the  property,  rights,  franchises,  and  privileges  of  said  com- 
pany as  are  situated  within  the  limits  of  this  State  became  and  were  vested  in  the 
State  of  West  Virginia,  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  said  act  of  March  twenty- third, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  sixty,  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  passed  on  the  third  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  which 
transfers  to  the  State  of  West  Virginia  all  the  property  which  the  State  of  Virginia 
owned  within  the  limits  of  thid  State.  The  legislature  doth  therefore  declare  and 
announce  that  the  Kanawha  River,  and  all  dredge  and  other  boats  and  property  under 
the  control  of  the  Kanawha  board  are  now  the  property  of  this  State,  free  from  the 
claims,  incumbrances,  or  control  of  any  party,  State,  or  corporation  whatever:  There- 
fore, 

JBe  it  enacted  hy  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia : 

t.  The  board  of  public  works  shall  annually  appoint  five  directors  for  the  Kanawha 
board,  with  power  to  sue  and  be  suetl,  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  who  shall  have 
control  and  supervision  of  the  Kanawha  River,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  acn 
providing  more  effectual  means  for  the  improvement  ot  the  Kanawha  River,  passed 
l^'ebruary  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  an  act  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company,  passed  March  twenty-third,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  sixty,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act.  The  naid  board  of  directors  shall  hold  their  ofiices  for  one  year  and  until  their 
successors  a  e  appointed,  and  shall  have  all  the  powe):s  pertaining  to  the  said  board  as 
fnlly  as  if  t  ley  had  been  appointed  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act.  passed 
February  litteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  The  board  of  public  works  shall 
on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  in  each  year,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  appoint 
two  collectors  and  one  superintendent,  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  one 
year  and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 

2.  The  Kanawha  board  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Kanawha 
River,  and  paying  the  Just  debts  contracted  by  said  board  on  account  of  said  river; 
and  may  issue  bonds  therefor  with  coupons  attached,  bearing  any  rate  of  interest  not 
exceeding  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  may 
execute  a  lien  or  liens  on  the  Kanawha  River,  the  improvement  thereof,  the  revenue 
arising  therefrom,  and  on  all  the  property  now  in  possession  of  or  under  the  control  of 
said  board.  The  said  bonds  shall  be  payable  at  not  more  than  twenty  years  from 
their  date,  but  the  said  board  may  reserve  the  right  to  redeem  or  pay  the  same  at  any 
time  after  five  years  from  the  date  thereof,  provided  that  in  no  event  shall  the  State 
of  West  Virginia  be  liable  for  any  of  the  debts  or  contracts  of  said  Kanawha  board. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Kanawha  board  to  prosecute  the  improvement  of  the 
Kanawha  River  either  by  contract  or  by  agents  of  the  board  upon  a  plan  and  speci- 
fications to  be  recommended  by  a  competent  engineer  and  approved  by  the  board,  and 
the  said  board  shall  expend  in  such  improvement  the  surplus  tolls  arising  from  the 
river,  which  may  not  be  required  to  meet  the  present  liabilities  of  the  board,  or  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  authorized  to  be  issued  by  this  act,  and  to  provide  a  sink- 
mg-fund  to  pay  such  bonds  at  maturity. 

4.  The  treasurer  and  collectors  of  tolls  shall  severally  execute  bonds  with  good  se- 
curity, and  in  an  amount  to  be  approved  by  the  Kanawha  board,  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  respective  duties,  and  the  prompt  accounting  for  and  payment  of 
all  moneys  that  may  come  into  their  possession.  The  collectors  shall  render  weekly 
accounts* of  the  tolls  collected  by  them,  and  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer  at  the  end  or 
each  week  the  money  that  they  may  have  received  during  the  preceding  week. 
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for  tbeir  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  Kanawha  board,  but  the  collectors  of  tolls  shall  be 
allowed  a  commission  on  the  amount  received  and  paid  over  by  them,  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  Kanawha  board. 

6.  One  of  the  collectors  of  tolls  shall  be  stationed  at  Charleston  and  the  other  at 
Point  Pleasant,  and  their  collection-district  shall  be  so  arranged  as  to  sec  ure  the  collec- 
tion of  all  the  tolls. 

7.  The  Kanawha  board  shall  make  semi-annual  reports  to  the  board  of  public  works 
of  all  their  transactions,  and  the  amount  of  money  received  and  the  manner  of  expend- 
ing the  same,  which  report  shall  be  published  in  a  newspaper  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

8.  The  Kanawha  board  may  elect  one  of  their  number  president,  who  shall  perform 
such  duties  aa  may  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  said  board,  for  which  he  shall  receive  a 
reasonable  compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  said  board.  Each  director  shall  be  entitled 
to  $3  for  each  day's  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  the  board. 

9.  After  the  improvement  of  the  river  and  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted 
therefor,  the  rate  of  tolls  shall  be  reduced  so  as  to  yield  only  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay 
expenses  and  keep  the  works  in  repair. 

10.  The  Kanawha  board  shall  have  power  to  collect  tolls  at  not  exceeding  the  follow- 
ing rates:  For  commodities  transported  on  steamboats,  fiat-boats,  barges,  and  all  other 
description  of  water-craft,  between  Charleston  and  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  for  transportation  for  less  distance;  that  is  to  say,  on  salt,  4  mills 
per  bushel;  on  wheat,  beans,  pease,  dried  fruit,  flax  and  other  seeds,  1  cent  per 
bushel;  on  corn,  potatoes,  apples,  and  corn-meal,  4  mills  per  bushel;  on  bacon,  3 
cents  per  100  pounds;  on  lard,  butter,  cheese,  and  tallow,  4  cents  per  100  pounds; 
on  sugar,  4  cents  per  100  pounds;  on  coffee, 5  cents  per  100 pounds;  on  cordage, 4  cents 
per  100  pounds:  on  nails,  iron,  and  hemp,  3  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on  flour,  3  cents  per 
barrel ;  on  cider,  vinegar,  and  pickles,  6  cents  per  barrel;  on  pork,  beef,  and  molasses, 
8  cents  per  barrel ;  on  linseed,  lard,  and  refined  coal  or  petroleum  oil,  10  cents  per 
barrel;  on  crude  petroleum,  or  coal  oil,  8  cents  per  barrel;  on  whisky,  rum,  brandy, 
gin,  and  foreign  wine,  1  cent  per  gallon  ;  on  native  wine,  10  cents  per  barrel;  on  ale 
and  beer,  5  cents  per  half-barrel,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  larger  or  smaller 
packages;  on  salt  fish,  10  cents  per  barrel;  on  manufactured  tobacco,  5  cents  per  100 
pounds;  on  leaf  tobacco,  3  cents  per  100  pounds;  on  live  and  slaughtered  hogs,  5  cents 
each;  on  dry  goods,  10  c  nts  per  100  pounds;  on  pig-iron,  20  cents  per  ton ;  on  empty 
barrels,  2  cents  per  100;  on  hoop-poles  for*  barrels,  3  cents  per  1,000;  on  hogshead- 
poles,  10  cents  per  1,000;  on  pipe-staveq,  20  cents  jwjr  1,000;  on  all  articles  not  enumer- 
ated, 4  cents  per  100  pounds;  on  coal,  at  the  rate  of  1  mill  per  ton  per  mile ;  on  steam- 
boats carrying  passengers,  ^  cent  per  passeng^^r  per  mile  for  each  passenger  carried ;  on 
lumber  and  timber,  75  cents  per  tnousatid  feet,  board -measure. 

11.' In  the  event  that  the  board  of  public  works  should  elect  hereafter  to  proceed 
against  the  Virginia  Canal  Company  or  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company  by 
inquisition,  inqnest,  or  judicial  proceeding,  more  formally  to  ascertain  the  termination 
of  their  franchises  over  the  Kanawha  River,  authority  is  hereby  vested  in  it  to  insti- 
tute such  proceedings  in  the  name  of  this  State ;  and  full  benefit  of  such  procedure  shall 
inure  to  the  State  of  West  Virginia  and  of  the  perfecting  of  its  title  to  the  Kanawha 
River. 

1*2.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  Inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby 
repealed. 


Chapteb  115.— an  act  to  provide  for  tbe  Improvement  of  the  Great  Kanawha  Blver.    (Passed 

March  3, 1869.) 

Whereas  the  Virginia  Canal  Company  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
its  original  charter,  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1861, 
and  has  also  failed  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  passed  3d  of  February,  1866,  which  was  intended  to  re-enact  and  amend 
said  charter,  and  which  last-mentioned  act  was  Approved  by  this  legislature  on  the 
2Uth  day  of  February,  1866 ;  this  legislature,  by  virtue  of  the  power  reserved  to  it 
by  the  three  before- recited  acts,  doth  hereby  announce  and  declare  that  by  reason  of  the 
failure  aforesaid,  all  rights,  interests,  and  franchises  of  the  said  Virginia  Canal  Company 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  have  forever  ceased  and  terminated  as  fully  ana 
effectually  as  if  neither  of  the  aforesaid  acts  had  over  been  passed  ;  and  whereas  the 
general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  having  by  the  thirteenth  section  of  an  act 

gassed  23d  March,  1860,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  James  River  and 
[anawha  Company,"  declared  "that  in  case  the  said  James  River  and  Kanawha  Com- 
pany shall  not  complete  the  canal  to  Covington  or  the  western  terminus  of  the 
Virginia  Central  Railroad  within  six  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  the  property, 
rights,  franchises,  and  privileges  of  every  kind  and  description  of  the  said  company 


failed  to  complete  tbe  canal  to  CoWngtou  or  the  western  termiuus  of  the  VirjiriQia 
Central  Railroad  within  six  years  from  the  ^d  March,  I860,  so  mnch  of  the  property, 
ri^htSi  franchises,  and  privileges  of  said  company  as  are  sitnated  within  the  limits  of 
this  State,  became  and  were  vested  in  tbe  State  of  West  Virginia,  by  virtue  of  the 
said  thirt«>enth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid,  and  by  virtne  of  the  act  passed  3d  of 
February,  18G3,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  which  transfers  to  the  8tate  of 
West  Virginia  all  the  property  which  the  State  of  Virginia  owned  within  the  limits  of 
this  State.  The  legislature  doth  therefore  declare  and  announce  that  the  Kanawha 
River  is  now  the  property  of  this  State,  free  from  all  claims,  inoumbranoes,  or  control 
of  any  party,  State,  or  corporation  whatever:  Therefore, 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia : 

1.  That  the  governor  of  West  Virginia,  JamA  H.  Brown,  and  Charles  W.  Smith,  of 
Kanawha  County,  Daniel  H.  K.  Dix,  of  Putnam  County,  and  John  M.  Phelps,  of  Mason 
County,  are  hereby  appointed  conimissiouers'on  the  part  of  the  State  of  West  Virginia, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  offer  the  benetits  nf  this  charter  for  the  a-'ceptance  of  capi- 
talists, so  as  to  secure  t'le  improvement  of*  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Kanawha  River 
from  its  mouth  to  Loup  Creek  Shoal.  To  this  end  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are 
empowered  to  contract  with  any  person  or  incorporated  company  who  shall  give  tbe 
besrt  terms,  and  the  most  satisfactory  assurances  of  capacity  and  responsibility  ;  and 
to  introduce  into  said  contnvct  any  additional  stipulations  for  the  benefit  of  the  State 
and  in  fnrtherance  of  the  purposes  herein  declared,  aud  not  inconsistent  with  this  act; 
which  said  contract  shall  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  much  a  part  of  this  charter 
as  if  the  same  had  been  herein  included  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act.  The 
persons  upon  whom  the  benefits  of  this  charter  may  hereafter  be  conferred,  and  who 
may  be  duly  organized  as  a  company,  shall  thereup  m  be  constituted  a  corporation , 
under  the  name  and  style  of  the  ^'  Great  Kanawha  Improvement  Company'."  and  shall 
have  all  the  powers,  rights,  aud  privileges  conferred  by  code  of  West  Virginia  on  siiu- 
ilar  corporations,  subject,  however,  to  toe  restrictions  therein  contained,  so  far  as  the 
same  are  applicable  to,  and  not  inconsistent  with,  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The  cer> 
tificate  of  the  commissioners  of  tbe  due  execution  of  tbe  said  contract,  and  the  organi- 
z>ition  of  the  company,  shall  operate  to  confer  on  said  company  all  the  benefits  of  this 
charter :  Provided^  That  no  such  contract  or  transfer  of  the  river  and  other  property  of 
this  State  shall  take  effect  until  approved  by  the  board  of  public  woiks  of  this  State : 
Provided  further.  That  said  commissioners  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly  receive  any 
emolument  from,  or  have  any  interest  in,  any  company  created  by  this  act,  except  that 
they  may  each  receive  their  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  duty 
imp  sed  upon  them  by  this  act  from  said  company,  when  organized,  and  the  State 
shall  not  be  liable  for  any  of  the  expenses  of  said  commissioners. 

2.  The  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  not  be  less  than  five  hundred  thousaDd 
dollars,  nor  more  than  four  million  dollars,  to  be  divided  into  shart-s  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each.  And  any  railroad,  mining,  manufacturing,  banking,  or  other  incorpo- 
rated company,  may  subscribe  to  the  stock,  and  guarantee  the  bonds  of  the  Great 
Kanawha  IiuppDvenient  Company. 

3.  When  the  company  shall  have  been  duly  organized,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
commissioners  to  certify  the  f<ict  to  the  Kanawha  board,  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  tbe 
duty  of  the  Kanawha  board  to  turn  over  to  the  said  Great  Kanawha  luiprovemeut 
Company  the  possession,  use,  and  control  of  tbe  Kanawha  River,  aud  the  property 
hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  held,  usdd,  and  enjoyed,  iu  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
this  charter. 

4.  All  dredge  and  other  boats  in  the  possession  of  the  Kanawha  board,  and  pertaining 
to  the  improvement  of  the  river,  with  all  other  property  of  every  kind  thereto  per- 
taining, shall  belong  to  the  said  company  when  it  takes  control  and  possession  of  the 
river ;  but  the  said  company  shall  pay  off  and  discharge  all  the  debt«  and  liabilities 
incurred  for  the  purchase  of  the  same,  iucluding  mortgage-bonds  issued  by  the  Ka- 
nawha board  under  the  authority  of  the  legislature. 

5.  The  company  shall  place  and  keep  good  buoys  aud  ring-bolts,  wherever  needed,  for 
the  guidance,  safety,  and  convenience  of  navigators. 

6.  The  company  shall  have  power  to  appoint  receivers  of  tolls  at  such  points  as  it 
may  designate. 

7.  When  the  company  takes  control  and  possession  of  the  river,  and  shall  have  ex- 
pended 8100,000  in  improving  the  same,  it  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  collect 
tolls  at  the  following  rat69  for  commodities  transported  on  steamboats,  flat-boats,  barges, 
and  all  other  desoription  of  water-craft,  between  Charleston  and  the  mouth  of  tbe 
river,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  transportation  for  less  distances.  That  is  to  say  : 
On  salt,  4  mills  per  bushel ;  on  wheat,  beans,  pease,  dried  fruit,  flax  and  other  seeds,  1 
cent  per  bushel ;  on  corn,  potatoes,  apples,  and  corn-meal,  4  mills  per  bushel ;  on  baooo, 
3  cents  per  100  pounds;  on  lard,  butter,  cheese,  and  tallow,  4 cents  per  100  pounds;  on 
sugar,  4  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on  coffee,  5  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on  cordage,  4  oents  per 
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cents  per  barrel ;  on  linseed,  larcl,  and  refined  eoal  or  petroleum  oil,  10  cents  per  barrel ; 
on  crnde  petroleam  or  coal  oil,  8  cents  per  barrel ;  on  whisky,  ram,  brandy,  frin^  and 
foreign  wine,  1  cent  per  gallon ;  on  native  wine,  10  cents  per  barrel ;  on  ale  and  beer,  5 
cents  per  half-barrel,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  larger  or  smaller  packages ;  on 
salt  fish,  10  cents  per  barrel ;  on  manufactnred  tobacco,  5  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on 
leaf-tobacco,  3  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on  live  and  slaughtered  hogs,  5  cent«  each  ;  on 
dry  goods,  JO  cents  per  100  pounds ;  on  pig-iron,  20  cents  per  ton  ;  on  empty  barrels,  2 
cents  per  100;  on  hoop-poles  for  barrels,  3  cents  per  1,000 ;  on  hogshead -poles,  10  cents 
per  100 ;  on  pipe-staves,  20  cents  per  1,000  ;  on  Inmber,  75  cents  per  1,000  feet,  board 
measure;  on  all  articles  not  enumerated,  4  cents  per  100  pounds;  on  coal  shall  be 
charged  tolls  at  the  rate  of  1|  mill  per  ton  per  mile;  and  steamboats  carrying  passen- 
gers, i  cent  per  passenger  per  mile  for  each  passenger  carried.  And  when  the  company 
shall  have  completed  any  section  of  ten  miles  or  more  of  the  improvement  above 
Charleston,  it  may  collect  additional  tolls  thereon,  and  in  proportion  to  the  rates 
authorized  to  be  collected  below  Charleston.  And  when  completed,  if  the  foregoing 
rates  of  toll  shall  not  produce  a  net  average  annual  revenue  of  15  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  expended  on  the  river  by  this  company,  then  the  company  may  increase  pro 
rata  the  said  tolls,  so  as  to  produce  a  net  average  annual  revenue  of  15  per  cent. 

8.  When  the  company  has  completed  the  improvement  of  the  river  according  to  its 
charter,  if  at  any  time  it  is  ascertained  that  its  net  annual  revenue  exceeds  an  aver- 
age of  15  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  the  application  of  any  toll-payer  the  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  of  Kanawha  County  shall  appoint  three  discreet  disinterested  freeholders 
residing  within  his  circuit,  who  shall  revise  equitably  the  tariff  of  tolls  herein  pro- 
vided, bo  as  to  produce,  in  their  judgment,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  net  average  annual 
inco]|»e  of  15  per  cent,  on  the  capital  expended  by  this  company.  Said  commissioners 
shall  make  their  report  to  the  said  judge,  who  shall  on  hearing  confirm  the  said  report 
or  recommit  until  said  tariff  is  by  him  approved,  which  shall  then  be  the  tariff  by 
which  tolls  shall  be  collected. 

9.  The  navigation,  improvements,  and  property  of  the  company  shall  be  exempt  from 
taxation  until  the  net  income  arising  therefrom  shall  be  6  per  cent,  per  annum. 

10.  Manifests  (under  oath,  if  required)  of  the  cargoes  of  all  boats  navigating  the 
Kanawha  River  shall  be  filed  with  the  receiver  of  tolls,  designating  the  names  of  the 
cargoes,  of  their  owners,  and  the  masters  of  the  boats  or  other  vessels  in  which  said 
cargoes  shall  be  shipped,  and  of  the  boats  and  vessels,  together  with  those  of  the  ship- 
pers or  other  agents  having  the  control  or  direction  of  the  said  cargoes,  and  the  legal 
tolls  shall  be  demanded  and  paid  to  the  collector  of  tolls  accordingly.  In  all  cases  of 
failure  to  comply  with  the  regulations  hereby  established  and  to  pay  the  tolls  afore- 
said, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  receiver  to  seize  and  hold  the  boat  or  other  vessel 
concerned  in  the  neglect  and  evasion  thereof  until  the  law  is  fully  complied  with ;  and 
if  that  be  not  done  within  the  space  of  ten  days  from  the  time  of  such  seizure  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  receiver  of  tolls,  after  giving  five  days'  previous  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion, by  Advertisement  at  the  door  of  the  oourt-house  of  Kanawha  County,  to  sell  at 
public  auction,  for  ready  money,  so  much  of  the  said  cargoes  of  said  boat  or  vessel  as 
will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  tolls  due,  with  the  addition  of  50  per  cent,  thereon,  and 
the  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  receiver  in  seizing,  securing,  and  taking 
care  of  the  said  vessel  and  cargo;  and  the  said  boat  or  vessel,  with  the  remaining 
cargo  and  any  balance  of  money  which  may  remain  from  the  sale  aforesaid,  shall  be 
returned  to  the  lawful  owners  or  proprietors  thereof,  or  to  their  agents.  The  said  com- 
pany, their  receivers  or  agents,  may  sue  out  any  attachment  before  any  justice  against 
boats  and  cargoes  upon  the  Kanawha  River,  for  tolls  due  and  unpaid  by  the  said  boats, 
their  owners,  masters,  or  shippers,  which  attachment  shall  be  prosecuted  as  in  other 
cases  of  attachment  for  debt. 

1 1.  The  receiver  of  tolls  shall  be  authorized  to  board  and  enter  boats  or  other  vessels 
in  the  said  river,  whether  in  the  stream  or  at  anchor,  or  at  the  landing  on  either  shore, 
or  the  Kanawha  River,  and  to  demand  and  receive  the  legal  tolls  on  all  commodities 
contained  in  said  boats  or  vessels,  whether  fully  or  in  part  loaded,  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure to  pay  the  said-  tolls  when  thus  demanded,  the  boats  and  vessels  and  the  cargoes 
thereof  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  sale,  and  disposition  in  all  respects  as  prescribed  in 
the  foregoing  section.  And  all  and  every  person  or  persons  on  board  of  any  boat  or 
other  vessels  in  the  said  river,  and  having  control  of  the  same,  refusing  or  neglecting 
to  come  to,  when  required  by  the  receiver  to  do  so,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  twenty  dollars 
to  the  use  of  said  company,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  all 
persons  resisting  the  said  receiver  in  the  execution  of  any  powers  given  to  him  by  law 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  prysecuted  accordingly. 

12.  All  persons,  whether  principals  or  agents,  who  shall  ship  off,  or  authorize  to  be 
shipped  off,  any  article  subject  to  the  payment  of  toll,  without  first  having  entered 
the  same  with  the  receiver  of  tolls,  as  herein  prescribed,  and  having  paid  the  tolls  due 
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thereoiij  sball  forfeit  and  pay  three  times  the  amount  of  the  tolls  on  the  articles  so 
shipped  off,  to  be  recovered  for  the  nse  of  said  company  before  any  justice. 

13.  The  receivers  of  tolls  are  hereby  authorized  to  prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  com- 
pany, in  the  usual  form,  for  any  penalties,  forfeitures,  or  punishments  authorized  and 
sanctioned  by  this  act. 

14.  The  company  may  proceed  to  condemn  any  lands  which  will  be  overflowed  by 
reason  of  its  improvements,  and  as  many  as  five  acres  in  one  place,  for  erecting  thereob 
locks,  abutments,  toll-houses,  and  other  buildings  necessary  for  navigation  purposes, 
and  may  proceed  to  take  from  the  adjacent  lands  any  rock  or  earth  necessary  for  its 
improvement.  But  before  overflowing  lands,  or  taking  lands  and  materials,  the  said 
company  shall  proceed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  lands  to  be  overflowed,  and  of  the 
lands  and  of  the  materials  to  be  taken,  in  the  methed  provided  inthe  Code  of  West 
Virginia,  so  far  as  the  same  is  applicable  to  the  circumstances,  nmtatis  mutandis. 

15.  The  company  is  required  to  commence  bonafide  the  improvement  of  the  Kanawha 
River  within  six  months  from  the  time  it  takes  possession  thereof,  and  to  complete  the 
improvement  within  five  years  thereafter.  The  upper  part  of  the  river,  from  Loup 
Creek  Shoals  down  to  such  point  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  company,  shall 
be  improved  by  locks  and  dams.  The  residue  of  the  river  shall  be  improved  upon  such 
plan  as  may  be  recommended  by  engineers  and  adopted  by  the  company.  And  if  the 
plan  of  sluices  should  be  adopted  for  any  part  of  the  river,  the  channel  should  be  con- 
structed of  a  proper  width,  grade,  and  depth,  to  be  recommended  by  engineers  and  ap- 
proved by  the  company  and  the  said  commissioners.  And  all  the  water  flowing  in  the 
river  shall  be  confined,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  the  channels  until  they  are  full.  The 
company  shall  expend  not  less  than  81,000,000  in  improving  the  navigation  of  the  river 
within  five  years  from  the  time  it  takes  possession  thereof,  and  shall  expend  not  less 
than  $200,000  during  the  first  year  thereof.  •  In  the  event  of  failure  to  expend  the  speci- 
fied amount,  or  to  complete  the  improvements  within  the  time  required  by  the  charter, 
the  rights  and  franchises  of  the  company  shall  cease  and  terminate. 

16.  The  company  may  borrow  money,  and  may  issue  bonds,  with  coupons  attached, 
bearing  any  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  may  sell  said 
bonds  at  a  discount,  and  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  same  may  executer  a  mort- 
gage or  deed  of  trust  upon  its  corporate  franchises  and  all  its  property,  real,  personal, 
and  mixed. 

•  17.  The  company  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  if  it  shall  so  elect,  to  continue 
its  water-line  up  the  Kanawha  Valley  to  New  River,  and  thence  up  New  River  to  the 
State  line  in  the  county  of  Mercer,  and  also  up  Greenbrier  River  to  Howard's  Creek, 
either  by  canal,  sluices,  locks  and  dams,  or  all  or  any  combined.  Should  it  elect  to  ex- 
tend such  improvement,  it  is  hereby  authorized  to  increase  its  capital  stock  not  exceed- 
ing ten  millions  of  dollars  additional,  and  to  borrow  money,  as  before  provided. 

18.  In  the  event  that  the  said  company  should  elect  hereafter  to  proceed  against  the 
Virginia  Canal  Company  or  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company  by  inquisition, 
inquest,  or  other  judicial  proceeding,  more  formally  to  ascertain  the  termination  of  their 
franchises  over  the  Kanawha  River,  authority  is*  hereby  vested  in  it  to  institute  such 
proceedings  in  the  name  of  the  State ;  and  full  benefit  of  such  procedure  shall  inure 
to  the  said  company,  and  of  the  perfecting  of  its  title  to  the  Kanawha  River,  at  its 
own  expense. 

19.  If  hereafter,  by  authority  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia  and  of  West  Virginia, 
any  company  shall  be  duly  organized  to  construct  a  water-line  from  the  Ohio  River  to 
the  waters  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  that  the  company  herein  anthorized  may,  with  its  con- 
sent, become  a  part  of  such  enlarged  organization,  or  may  sell  its  works  and  franchises 
to  such  organization  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  In  no  event,  however, 
shall  it  prevent  the  establishment  of  such  water-line,  provided  such  through  water-line 
company  shall  pay  this  company  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  improvements  made  in 
money  expended  on  the  river  under  this  charter  and  the  future  amendments  thereof, 
which  value  shall  be  ascertained  by  arbitrators ;  and  in  estimating  the  value  thereof 
no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  for  the  franchises  of  the  river  or  this  charter,  as  the 
State  hereby  transfers  said  franchises  to  the  Great  Kanawha  Improvement  Company 
without  compensation. 

20.  The  company  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  acquire  land  by  purchase, 
in  payment  of  stock,  or  otherwise,  and  to  lease,  sell,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  its 
pleasure. 

21.  Should  the  commissioners  contract  with  any  incorporated  company  to  improve 
the  navigation  of  the  Great  Kanawha  River,  such  company  shall  have  all  the  rights, 
interests,  privileges,  and  franchises  which  by  this  act  would  be  conferred  upon  the 
''  Great  Kanawha  Improvement  Company,*'  if  organized. 

22.  The  governor  is  anthorized  to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  o6our  in  the  board  of 
commissioners. 

23.  When  the  Great  Kanawha  Improvement  Company  takes  possession  of  the  river 
in  pui-suance  of  this  act,  then  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  charter  are  repealed. 
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24.  This  charter  shall  remain  and  be  in  full  force  one  hundred  years  from  its  date. 
But  the  right  is  hereby  reserved  to  the  legislature  to  alter  or  amend  this  act  at  its 
pleasure.  And  if  the  commissioners  fail  to  make  a  contract,  and  the  work  be  not  com- 
menced according  to  the  provisions  of  this  charter  within  two  years  from  passage  of 
this  act,  then,  and  in  the  event,  this  act  shall  terminate. 


STATEMENT  OF  MR.  C.  HENDRICK,  ATTORNEY  FOR  KANAWHA  BOARD. 

Before  the  year  1858  the  Kanawha  River  was  a  part  of  the  property  of  the  James 
River  and  Kanawha  Company,  a  corporation  created  by  the  laws  of  Virginia. 

February  15, 1858,  (Acts  of  1857-'58,  page  91,)  it  created  the  Kanawha  board,  con- 
sisting of  five  directors,  and  the  president  of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  Company, 
who  were  interested,  with  the  control,  management,  and  supervision  of  the  Kanawha 
improvement,  subject  to  the  Instrnctions  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company.  The 
improvement  to  be  from  the  mouth  of  Loup  Creek. 

The  above  act  was  amended  by  an  act  on  page  113  of  Acts  of  Virginia  of  1859-'60. 
The  improvement  of  the  Kanawha  River  to  be  under  the  excluitive  control  of  the 
Kanawha  board.  To  improve  from  mouth  of  Loup  Creek.  Registered  stock  of  State 
to  be  issued.    (See  section  9.)    Company  to  accept  same  before  it  goes  into  effect,  &c. 

Other  acts  were  passed  that  need  not  be  referred  to  here. 

In  the  year  1869  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia  passed  an  act  (see  Acts  of  West 
Virginia,  1869,  page  75)  which  fixes  definitely  the  status  of  the  Kanawha  River 
improvement.  The  preamble  declares  all  rights,  franchises,  &c.,  of  the  old  company 
forfeited  to  the  State  of  West  Virginia,  so  far  as  they  are  situated  within  the  limits  of 
the  State. 

Section  1  provides  that  the  board  of  public  works  shall  annually  appoint  five  direct- 
ors, with  power  to  sue,  &c.,  to  have  control  and  supervision  of  the  river,  and  provide 
for  its  improvement,  &c.,  according  to  the  provision  of  act  of  February  15, 1858,  and 
the  act  to  amend,  passed  March  23, 1860. 

Section  2  provides  for  borrowing  money,  issuing  bonds,  &.C.,  not  to  exceed  $200,000, 
to  execute  liens,  &c. 

Section  3  gives  plan  of  improvement. 

The  Kanawha  board  have  bonds  outstanding,  with  coupons  attached,  (10  per  cent.,) 
secured  by  mortgage  on  improvement,  &c,,  amounting  to  about  $17,000 ;  probably 
$20,000. 

The  legislature  of  West  Virginia,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1872,  ^ Acts  of  1872^73, 
pages  751-752,)  adopted  a  Joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  board  or  public  works  to 
appoint  nine  (9)  commissioners,  to  confer  and  negotiate  with  any  commissioner  or  per- 
son who  may  be  authorized  to  act  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
transfer  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and  franchises  on  said  improvement,  (three-fourths 
of  them  to  act,  &.c.,)  from  the  month  of  the  Kanawha  to  mouth  of  Gauley,  and  over 
the  New  River  from  the  mouth  of  Gauley  to  the  month  of  Greenbrier,  and  over  this 
fpom  its  mouth  to  the  mouth  of  Howard's  and  Anthony's  Creeks,  &c. 

The  commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  board  of  public  works  some  time  ago.  I 
think  Hon.  A.  T.  Caperton,  of  Monroe  County,  and  William  A.  Quarrier,  of  Kanawha, 
were  two  of  them.  The  names  of  all  may  be  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  board  of 
public  words.* 

C.  Hkdrick, 
Attorney  far  Kanawha  Board. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  March  15, 1875. 

The  property  owned  by  the  Kanawha  board  is  worth  $15,000  or  $20,000. 

C.  H. 

JOINT  BESOLUTION  providing  for  the  transfer  of  certain  rights  and  fhmohises  of  the  State  of  West 

Virginia  to  the  United  States. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  recently  made  an  appropriation  for  a 
survey  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  practicable  to  construct  a  continuous  water-line 
through  this  State  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  with  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  and  the  engineers  employed  for  that  purpose  have  shown  that  such  a  line  is 
practicable ;  and  whereas  the  State  of  West  Virginia  regards  the  said  line  as  a  work  of 
national  importance,  and  is  anxious  to  afford  every  facility  for  the  const ructiou  of  the 
same :  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  West  Virginia : 

1.  That  the  State  of  West  Virginia  hereby  agrees  to  transfer  all  the  rights,  privi- 

*ror  names  ^d  address  of  commissioners,  seo  end  of  Joint  resolution  attached,  of  December,  1873. 
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leges,  and  franchises  now  owned  or  possessed  by  tbe  State  in  the  Kanawha  River 
improvement,  and  the  chutes,  dams,  wing-dams,  channel,  and  all  other  work  heretofore 
done  in  the  Kanawha  River,  together  with  jarisdiction  in  and  over  the  Kanawha 
River  from  its  mouth  to  the  nioutti  of  Gauley  River,  and  over  the  New  River  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Gauley  to  the  mouth  of  Greenbrier  River,  and  over  the  Greenbrier  River 
from  its  mouth  to  the  mouth  of  Howard  and  Anthony  Creeks,  and  from  the  month  of 
said  creeks  to  the  State  line,  and  also  the  right,  power,  and  franchise  to  construct, 
maintain,  and  operate  a  good  'and  substantial  through  water-line  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Kanawha  River  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  so  far  as  the  said  wat<er-liue  shall  pass 
through  and  be  located  in  this  State*  Provided,  That  the  rights,  privileges,  and  fran- 
chises herein  mentione<l  shall  never  be  so  exercised  as  to  afiect  or  impair  any  right 
now  vested  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  by  or  under  the  laws  of 
this  State. 

2.  Tbe  board  of  public  works  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  nine  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  State,  one  to  be  chosen  from  each  judicial  circuit,  any  live  or  more  of 
whom  may  act,  to  confer  and  negotiate  with  any  commissioners  or  persons  who  may  be 
authorized  by  law  to  act  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  a  transfer 
to  the  United  States  of  the  said  rights,  privileges,  and  franchises.  Three- fourths  of  the 
said  commissioners,  at  least,  shall  consent  to  any  contract  or  agreement  that  may  be 
proposed  touching  the  said  transfer. 

3.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall,  as  soon  as  a  contract  is  proposed  to  theui, 
which  they,  or  three -fourths  of  them,  may  deem  acceptable  and  just,  transmit  it  to  the 
{governor  of  this  State,  who  shall  submit  the  same  to  the  legislature  for  their  action,  if 
It  be  in  session  at  the  time,  and  if  the  legislature  be  not  then  in  session  he  shall  con- 
vene it  as  speedily  as  possible  for  that  purpose. 

4.  That  the  State  of  Virginia  be  respectfully  requested  to  take  concurrent  action  in 
the  matter  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent 
by  the  governor  of  this  St-ate  to  the  governor  of  Virginia,  with  the  request  that  he 
lay  them  before  the  legislature  of  that  State. 

Adopted  December  21,  1872. 

In  accordance  with  this  joint  resoluMon  the  board  of  public  works  appointed  the  fiil- 

lowing  commissioners:  A.  J.  Panuel,  of  Wheeling :  James  Morrow,  Fairraonnt ;  W.  H. 

'  Travers,  Charlestown,  Jeflferson  County ;  C.  F.  Scott,  Parkersburg ;  J.  M.  Hennett, 

Weston  ;  W.  A.  Quarrier,  Charleston,  Kanawha  County ;  A.  T.Caperton,  Union,  Monroe 

County ;  ,Tohn  Douglass,  Princeton,  Meicer  County ;  and  James  D.  Armstrong,  of . 

The  commiiisioners  have  never  takeu  any  action. 

Mauch  15,  1875. 

The  board  of  public  works  consists  of  the  governor,  auditor,  treasurer,  superintend- 
ent of  free  schools,  and  attorney-general.    (Acts  of  1«72-'7J,  page  71.) 


AN  ACT  to  amend  and  re-enact  section  one  of  chapter  one  handred  and  thirty-two  of  the  acts  of  187»- 
'73>  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  consent  of  the  le^rislatare  of  tbo  State  of  Woat  Virginia  to  purchase, 
by  the  United  States,  of  land  within  this  State,  for  public  purposes.'^ 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia,  That  section  one  of  chapter  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  of  the  acts  of  ld72''73  be  amended  and  re-enacted  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

1%  That  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  West  Virginia  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
given  to  the  purchase,  heretofore  or  hereafter,  by  the  Uovernment  of  the  United  Statea, 
or  under  authority  of  the  same,  of  any  tract-,  piece,  or  parcel  of  land  from  any  individ- 
ual or  individuals,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  within  the  boundaries  or  limits  of  the 
State,  fur  the  pnrpose  of  erecting  thereon  light-houses,  beacons,  works  for  improving 
navigation,  post-offices,  custom-houses,  or  any  other  needful  public  structures  or  works 
of  improvement  whatever;  and  all  deeds,  conveyances  of  title,  papers  for  the  same, 
shall  be  recorded,  as  in  other  cases,  upon  the  land- record  of  the  county  In  which  the 
land  so  conveyed  may  lie,  and  in  case  such  land  cannot  be  acquired  by  purchase,  the 
same  may  be  acquired  by  said  Government  by  condemnation,  according  to  the  laws  of 
this  State  providing  for  the  taking  of  lands  without  the  owners'  consent,  for  purposes 
of  public  utility  :  Provided,  That  the  quantity  of  land  shall  not,  at  any  one  place,  exceed 
twenty -five  acres,  and  that  the  State  of  West  Virginia  hereby  reserves  the  right  to  exe- 
cute process,  both  civil  and  criminal,  within  the  limits  of  any  lot  or  parcel  of  land  so 
purchased  or  acquired,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  United  States,  the  consent  herein  and  here- 
by given  being  in  accordance  with  the  seventeenth  clause  of  the  eighth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  with  the  acts  of  Congress  in 
such  cases  made  and  provided. 

Approved  December  25^  1875, 
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AN  ACT  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Fepresentatires  of  the  Unittrd  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled^  That  wbenever,  in  the  prosecntion  and  malDtenaQce  of  the  im- 
proveiuBDt  of  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  Rivers,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  it  becomes  neces- 
sat  y  or  proper,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  take  possession  of  any  lands, 
or  the  right  of  way  over  any  lands,  for  canals  and  cut-ofifs,  or  to  use  any  eartb-quarries 
or  other  material  lying  adjacent  or  near  to  the  line  of  said  improvement,  and  needful 
for  its  prosecution  or  maintenance,  the  officers  in  charge  of  said  works  niay,  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  take  possession  of  and  use  the  same,  after  first  having  paid 
or  secured  to  be  paid  tlie  value  thereof,  which  may  have  been  ascertained  in  the  mode 
provic  ed  by  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein  sach  property  lies.  In  case  any  lands  or 
other  property  is  now  or  shall  be  flowed  or  injured  by  means  of  any  part  of  the  works 
of  said  improvement  heretofore  or  hereafter  constructed  for  which  compensation  is  now 
or  shall  become  Legally  owing,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  officer  in  charge  it  is  not  pru- 
dent that  the  dam  or  dams  be  lowered,  theamonnt  of  such  compensation  may  be  ascer- 
tiinod  in  like  manner.  The  Department  of  Justice  shall  represent  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  in  legal  proceedings  under  this  act,  and  for  Jlo wage-damages  hereinbe- 
fore occasioned. 

Skc.  2.  That  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  now  made  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  improvement  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  in  amonnt  twenty-five  thou8an<l  dollars,  may 
be  applied  in  payment  for  the  property  and  rights  taken  and  used  as  aforesaid. 

Approved  March  3,  1875. 
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APPENDIX  W. 


KEPORTS  UPON  BRIDGING  NAVIGABLE  WATERS  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES— PROTECTION  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  FROM 
TRESPASS  OR  INJURY— INVESTIGATION  OF  ACCIDENTS 
ON  RAILROADS. 

W  X. 

construction  of  railroad  bridges  on  the  mississippi  river  be- 
tween saint  paul,  minnesota,  and  saint  louis,  missouri. 

Engineer  Office  U.  S.  Army, 

Newport^  R,  i.,  July  1,  1877. 
General  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  pro 
gress  in  preparing  the  report  on  bridging  the  Mississippi  River,  between 
Saint  Louis  and  Saint  Paul,  ordered  by  Congress  in  1866. 

This  report  has  been  so  long  in  hand  because  of  other  more  pressing 
duties,  and  there  has  been  an  almost  continual  increase  of  new  and 
important  data  relating  to  the  subject.  Previous  to  the  past  fiscal  year 
the  surveys  had  not  included  the  bridgeii  and  changes  made  since  1870, 
but  in  October  and  November  last  the  additional  surveys  were  made  to 
bring  the  matter  up  to  that  time. 

The  maps  have  all  been  completed,  and  a  copy  filed  at  engineer  head- 
quarters in  Washington.  Another  copy  is  also  well  advanced,  prepared 
specially  for  publication  by  the  photolithographic  process. 

All  the  material  needed  for  the  report  has  now  been  obtained,  and  the 
report  is  nearly  finished,  but  it  had  to  be  put  aside,  temporarily,  on 
account  of  the  operations  at  this  station.  It  is  expected  to  complete 
the  report  in  the  autumn. 

The  information  about  existing  bridges  obtained  by  me,  as  far  as  it 
was  needed,  was  laid  before  the  Board  upon  sheer-booms,  of  which  I 
was  a  member,  last  February  ;  and  tracings  from  the  bridge  maps  were 
submitted  with  the  report  of  the  Board. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  K.  Warren, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Bvt  Maj.  Oen,,  U,  8.  A. 
Brig.  Gen,  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  V.  S.  A. 


W  2. 

SHEER-BOOMS  FOR  BRIDGE-PIERS  ON  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  February  19,  1877. 
Sir:  To  enable  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  "An  act  for  the  further  security  of  navigation  on  the 
Mississippi  Biver,"  approved  March  3, 1875, 1  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
52  E 
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iuclosed  copy  of  the  Report  of  tbe  Board  of  Engineers  constituted  to 
consider  the  subject  of ''causing  sheer-booms  to  be  phiced  on  the  upper 
end  of  all  or  anj'  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  better 
security  and  convenience  of  the  navigation  of  said  river  for  rafts  of  logs 
and  timber,  with  specific  report  in  each  case,^  and  to  invite  attention  to 
the  recommendations  contained  therein. 

The  report  states  clearly  and  concisely  the  difficulties  experienced  by 
rafts  in  passing  the  several  bridges  over  the  Mississippi  River,  and  rec- 
ommends the  placing  of  sheer-booms  at  the  following,  viz : 

Railway-bridge  at  Winona. 

Rail  way -bridge  at  La  Crosse. 

Railway-bridge  at  Dubuque. 

Railway-bridge  at  Clinton. 

Rail  and  highway  bridge  at  Rock  Island. 

Railway-bridge  at  Burlington. 

Rail  and  highway  bridge  at  Keokuk. 

Railway-bridge  at  Quincy. 

Rail  and  highway  bridge  at  Hannibal. 

Rail  way  bridge  at  Louisiana. 

Floating  structures  are  intended  wherever  booms  are  recommended, 
unless  a  fixed  boom  is  specifically  mentioned. 

The  Board  gives  generally  the  conditions  which  the  sheer-booms 
should  fulfill : 

They  should  he  stable  enongh  to  resist  the  f^bock  of  collidiDg  rafts  and  vessels  with- 
oat  overtarning,  and  should  have  strength  safficient  not  to  break  under  impact  at  any 
point.  They  should  not  have  a  ]ess  draught  than  30  inches,  and  should  project  above 
the  water-surface  at  least  6  feet,  in  order  to  prevent  the  guards  of  steauiers  from  paas- 
ing  over  them  and  breaking  their  wheels.  The  submerged  faces  of  the  booms  on  the 
sheering  side  should  be  smooth,  and  the  faces  above  water  should  be  so  arranged  as  to 
allow  vessels  to  rub  against  them  without  injury  to  themselves  or  the  booms,  and 
the  booms  should  furthermore  fulfill  their  duties  at  all  stages  of  water.  All  pivot-pier 
guards  should  be  planked  longitudinally  from  30  inches  below  low-water  to  6  feet 
above  high- water,  and  these  guards  should  include  the  pivot-piers,  so  that  no  projec- 
tion of  the  latter  should  be  exposed  beyond  the  face  of  the  guards. 

The  Board,  while  confining  its  recommendations  to  aiding  the  passage 
of  rafts,  incidentally  considered  the  passing  of  steamboats,  being  care- 
ful not  "  to  recommend  anything  for  the  former  that  would  be  detri- 
mental to  the  latter."  In  several  cases  it  found  the  importance  of  further 
protection  to  steamboats  more  imperative  than  for  rafts. 

Tbe  Board  states  that  it  regards  the  booms  and  other  constructions 
recommended  ''as  but  partial  alleviations  of  the  difficulties  of  ratt-navi- 
gation,  as  the  plans  and  locations  of  most  of  the  bridges  are  such  as  to 
make  any  complete  measure  for  the  safety  of  navigation  impossible.'' 

The  Rock  Island  bridge  being  owned  and  operated  by  the  United 
States,  a  special  appropriation  by  Congress  of  the  sum  of  $15,000  will 
be  required  for  the  necessary  protection  at  that  point,  the  Board  assum- 
ing that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  construction  of  booms,  &c.,  at 
the  other  bridges  that  may  be  provided  for  by  future  legislation  will  be 
borne  by  the  owners  of  the  bridges. 

The  views  and  recommendations  of  the  Board  appear  to  me  judicioas, 
and  are  concurred  in ;  and  it  is  suggested  that  Congress  be  requested 
to  provide  such  legislation  as,  in  its  judgment,  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  them  into  execution. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  A.  HUIVIPHREYS, 

Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Engitieers. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  31, 1877. 

General  :  The  Board,  constituted  by  Special  Orders  No-  52,  Head- 
quarters Corps  of  Eugineers,  June  22, 1876,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  causing  sheer- booms  to  be  placed  above  bridge  piers  on  the  Missis- 
sippi Riv*^r,  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report : 

The  Board  met  at  Saint  Louis  on  the  17th  ot  July,  1876,  and  proceeded 
to  consider  the  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers  and 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1875,  ordering  the  investigation. 
For  convenience  of  reference,  a  copy  of  the  act  is  here  inserted  : 

AN  ACT  for  the  further  secarity  of  oavigatioa  on  the  Mississippi  River. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  theexpediency  of  causing  sheer-booms  to  be  placed  on  the  upper 
end  of  aU  or  any  bridge-piers  on  the  Mississippi  River,  for  the  better  security  and  con- 
venience of  the  navigation  of  said  river  for  rafts  of  logs  and  timber,  with  specific  re- 
port in  each  case. 

The  act  mentions  no  other  floating  structures  than  rafts  of  logs  and 
timber,  yet  it  calls  for  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  placing  sheer- 
booms  above  the  piers  of  the  bridges  for  their  protection,  &c.,  and  fur- 
ther on  a  specific  report  in  each  case  is  required. 

The  two  points  in  the  act  most  noticeable  appeared  to  be  the  word 
"expediency"  and  the  clause  "specific  report  in  each  case."  The  for- 
mer seemed  to  the  Board  to  involve  consideration  of  not  only  the  neces- 
sity of  providing  protection  to  rafts  in  passing  the  spans  of  the  bridges, 
but  also  consideration  of  at  least  three  other  interests  involved,  viz: 

1st.  Interests  of  steamboat-owners  which  might  be  affected  by  the 
construction  of  such  booms. 

2d.  The  interest  of  bridge-proprietors,  as  the  acts  of  Congress  legal- 
izing their  bridges  make  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  provide  further 
securities  for  the  safety  of  navigation  whenever  called  upon  to  do  so  by 
the  proper  United  States  authority. 

3d.  Though  of  less  importance,  interests  of  riparian  proprietors  whose 
fronts  might  be  obstructed  by  works  put  in  for  the  protection  of  rafts. 

The  interests  of  this  latter  class  being  difficult  of  ascertainment,  a 
precise  statement  of  their  nature  could  not  be  reached  by  the  same 
process  of  investigation  as  the  others  named.  Furthermore,  such  inter- 
ests, being  local  in  their  nature,  could  not  bear  any  comparison  with  the 
interests  involved  in  the  free  navigation  of  a  river  like  the  Mississippi, 
bordered  by  numerous  and  populous  {States. 

There  beiug  no  definite  information  before  the  Board,  the  junior  mem- 
ber, actiug  as  recorder,  was  directed  to  obtain  plans  ot  all  bridges  con- 
templated in  the  orderj  an  expression  of  the  desires  of  the  raft  inter- 
ests; objections,  if  any,  of  the  steamboat  interests,  and  statistics  of  the 
rait  interests  ;  pending  the  collection  of  which,  the  Board  adjourned  to 
reconvene  at  the  call  of  the  president. 

Efforts  were  made  accordingly  to  procure  the  requisite  information, 
but  not  followed  with  the  success  desirable.  Any  officer  of  Eugiueers 
who  has  ever  attempted  to  procure  statistics  of  the  business  of  our  in- 
land waters,  where  no  systematic  registration  is  kept  or  required,  will 
readily  appreciate  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking. 

Letters  were  written  to  the  officers  of  the  companies  owning  or  oper- 
ating bridges  crossing  the  Mississippi  for  maps  and  data ;  to  the  princi- 
pal known  lumbermen;  to  the  officers  of  lumber  companies  in  the  valley 
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of  tbe  Upper  Mississippi,  and  to  the  leading  steamboat-iDeu  for  statis- 
tics, general  information,  and  suggestions;  each  formal  letter  of  appli- 
cation containing  either  a  condensed  statement  of  the  act  of  Congress 
under  which  the  Board  was  acting  or  a  copy  of  tbe  act,  in  order  that 
the  importance  of  the  information  requested  miglit  be  apparent. 

The  officers  of  the  bridge  companies  courteously  offered  any  data  in 
their  possession,  but  with  the  exception  of  some  copies  of  bridge  records 
pertaining  to  passage  of  rafts,  boats,  &c.,  and  records  of  gauge-readings 
for  a  season  or  two,  but  little  reliable  information  was  obtained.  In 
fact,  some  of  the  bridge  eompanie^s  bad  lost  or  mislaid  all  the  original 
maps  and  records. 

Replies  from  steamboat  interests  were  meager. 

From  the  raft  interests  fullt^r  data  were  elicited  than  expected,  and 
their  statements,  together  with  statistics  of  the  trade,  appear  to  be  re- 
liable. 

The  estimated  total  product  of  white  pine  of  1875  actually  Ifloated  into 
the  Mississippi  River  and  marketed  during  that  year  was  1,069,000,000 
feet,  board  measure,  including  logs,  lumber,  shingles,  &c.  Estimated 
quantity  which  passed  down  tbe  Mississippi  River  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Wisconsin  River  during  1876,  in  all  forms,  shingles,  laths,  logs,  &c., 
830,000,000  feet.  About  550,000,000  feet  pas^the  Dubuque  bridge  an- 
nually.  About  500,000,000  feet  pass  tbe  Clinton  bridge  annually. 
About  400,000,000  feet  pass  the  Rock  Island  bridge  annually.  Rafts 
vary  in  size  from  300,000  to  2,000,000  feet.  A  fair  average  is  750,000 
feet  per  raft. 

The  above  figures  are  taken  from  a  communication  to  the  Board  from 
Bert  hold  &  Jennings,  lumber  commission  merchants  oH  Saint  Louis,  who 
have  made  up  the  estitnates  partly  from  their  own  observation,  but 
mninly  Irom  information  obtained  by  them  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment at  Washington.  Their  communications  in  full  are  given  in  Ap- 
pendix A.* 

In  a  memorial  to  the  Board,  marked  "b,''  in  appendix,  signed  by  the 
principal  lumber  dealers  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  Valley,  the  number  of 
raits  annually  run  is  stated  at  1,100.  This  does  not  seem  an  overesti- 
mate, for  the  records  of  one  bridge  alone — that  at  Dubuque — show  that 
1,136  rafts  passed  under  it  during  the  navigation-season  of  1875.  It  is 
possible,  though,  that  at  all  the  bridges  the  number  reported  may  be 
slightly  in  excess,  as  large  rafts  are  generally  split  up  above  them  and 
the  parts  taken  up  again  below,  so  that  occasionally  a  raft  may  be  counted 
twice. 

The  number  of  rafts  passing  each  bridge  is  gradually  reduced  from 
the  Wisconsin  to  Saint  Louis,  as  comparison  of  the  bridge-records  with 
each  other  will  show,  and  as  might  be  expected ;  some  of  the  lumber 
going  to  supply  towns,  while  much  of  it  is  shipped  by  rail  east  and  west 
from  different  points  along  the  river.  The  raft-record  begins  at  Du- 
buque, where,  during  the  year  1875,  1,136  rafts  passed  the  bridge,  and 
ends  at  Louisiana,  about  112  miles  above  Saint  Louis,  where  for  the 
same  year  109  rafts  are  recorded  as  passing  the  bridge.  Of  tbe  latter, 
a  large  portion  reached  Saint  Louis,  and  a  part  also  was  landed  at 
Alton  for  use  and  shipment  at  that  point. 

Before  the  construction  of  so  many  bridges  across  tbe  river,  rafting 
was  generally  done  independently  of  steamboats;  that  is,  tbe  rafts 
drifted  ;   but  the  difficulty  attending  tbe  passage  of  bridges  by  rafts 

*  The  a[)peii(lixe8  to  this  report  are  omitted.  They  may  be  found  printed  in  Ex.  Doc. 
No.  41,  H.  K.,  44th  Cong.,  2d  Sese. 
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hi^h  a  proportioD  as  nineteen-twentieths  has  been  stated)  are  towed. 

The  width  of  a  rafc  is  coaiputed  by  the  number  of  strings,  a  string 
being  sixteen  feet.  All  the  spans  of  the  bridges,  raft-spans  included, 
are  too  narrow  for  the  free  passage  of  the  large  rafts  now  constructed. 
Although  a  raft  is  said  to  be  towed,  it  is  in  reality  pushed,  the  position 
of  the  boat  astern  of  the  raft  affording  it  better  governing  position. 

The  actual  cost  of  rafting  lumber  from  Stillwater  to  Saint  Louis  is 
stated  by  those  familiar  with  the  business  at  $2  per  thousand  feet, 
board-measure;  very  much  less  than  the  cost  of  transporting  it  on 
barges  or  by  any  other  means.  One  large  item  of  cost  consists  in 
detention  in  passing  bridges  which  it  is  stated  averages  four  hours 
per  bridge  per  raft.  In  addition  to  this  is  the  actual  loss  sustained  by 
collision  with  the  piers,  a  loss  which  it  is  difficult  to  estimate,  though 
known  to  be  great. 

The  principal  steamboat-lines  interested  in  the  Mississippi  River 
above  Saint  Louis  are  the  Keokuk  Northern  Line,  Capt.  VV.  F.  David- 
son, president,  and  the  Diamond  Jo  Line,  Joseph  Reynolds,  president, 
besides  nnmerous  tow-boats.  A  statement  of  the  business  of  the  Dia- 
motid  Jo  Line,  and  a  partial  list  of  raft  boats,  will  be  found  in  Appen- 
dixes 0  and  D. 

The  impossibility  of  procuring  suitable  maps  from  the  bridge  com- 
panies early  becoming  apparent,  application  was  made  to  the  Engineer 
Department  at  Washington  for  maps,  &c.,  on  file  there.  In  reply,  in- 
formation was  given  that  General  Warren  was  then  engaged  in  making 
additional  surveys,  which  it  was  expected  would  be  completed  in  time 
for  the  use  of  the  Board,  and  by  letter  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated 
August  24,  1876,  he  was  added  to  the  Board  as  a  member,  and  directed 
to  notify  the  president  thereof  as  soon  as  his  maps  were  ready,  and  the 
Board  directed  to  suspend  proceedings  until  then. 

The  Board  re-assembled  in  accordance  with  the  following  order: 

United  States  Engineer  Office, 

liock  Island,  IlL,  January  16,  1^77. 
Orders  :  The  iBoard  of  EngiDeere,  constituted  by  Special  Orders  No.  52,  Headquar- 
ters Corps  of  Engiueers,  22d  June,  1876,  and  letter  of  Chi«  f  of  Engineers,  dated  24th 
August,  1876,  will  meet  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Friday,  26th  January,  1877,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  practicable,  to  continue  the  investigation  as  to  the  expediency  of  placing 
shtei -booms  at  the  upper  ends  of  bridge-piers  in  the  Mississippi  River,  &c. 

J.  N.  Macomb,' 
Colonel  of  EngineeiSy  U.  S.  Armyf  President  of  the  Board, 

General  Warren  laid  before  the  Board  a  map  (plan  and  profiles)  of 
each  of  the  bridges  on  the  Mississippi  Kiver,  showing  the  approaches 
both  by  laud  and  water,  the  direction  and  velocity  of  currents,  and 
depths  of  water  for  some  distance  above  and  below.  The  junior  mem- 
ber also  presented  the  information  he  had  accumulated. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  statements  of  the  leading  raft 
and  lumber  dealers,  pilots,  and  steam  boat- men.  The  statement  of 
Messrs.  Kempt,  DacDonald  &  Kearns,  given  with  the  maps  before  them 
for  reference,  is  appended  and  marked  ''E." 

A  model  of  the  fond  sheer-boom  was  presented  to  the  Board,  and  its 
merits  explained  by  Messrs.  Kempt  &  Chapman,  representing  the  Eau 
Claire  Lumber  Company,  which  is  part  proprietor  of  the  invention. 
Particulars  of  this  boom  will  be  found  in  Appendix  F. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  each  bridge,  begin- 
ning with  the  railway-bridge  and  the  highway-bridge  at  Saint  Paul. 
As  but  an  insignificiint  quantity  of  lumber  ever  passes  under  these 
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the  same  reason  no  protection  is  deemed  necessary  above  the  bridge 
crossing  the  river  at  Hastings. 

Before  proceeding  further,  the  Board  here  inention  that  inasmuch  as 
the  windings  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  make  the  designation  north  or 
south,  east  or  west,  as  applied  to  its  banks,  var,iable  for  each  locahty, 
the  words  riglit  and  left  are  used  instead,  the  right  bank  being  that  on 
the  right  hand  in  descending. 

KAILW AY-BRIDGE  AT  WINONA. 

The  first  bridge  crossing  the  Mississippi  River  below  the  Saint  Croix 
Uiver  is  known  as  the  Winona  bridge,  which  was  built  in  1871,  and 
under  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25,  1866.  It  consists  in  all  of  16 
spans  of  various  lengths,  two  of  them  draw-openings,  each  160  feet  in 
the  clear,  and  one  a  raft-spau  of  about  240  feet  in  the  clear;  bottom 
chord  at  10  leet  above  high- water;  the  range  or  difference  between  high 
and  low  water  about  16  feet. 

No  record  of  rafts  or  steamboats  passing  bridge  has  been  ob- 

tained, as  none  has  been  kept. 

In  running  past  this  bridge  rafts  generally  use  the  right  draw-open- 
ing, the  left  draw-opening  and  long  span  adjoining  being  seldom  acces- 
sible on  account  of  the  set  of  the  current  toward  the  light  bank  caused 
by  a  bar  above.  This  action  of  the  current  renders  it  necessary  to  run 
direct  for  the  draw-rest  when  making  for  the  right  draw- opening  at  time 
of  high-water. 

Additional  difficulty  arises  from  the  locatiou  of  Yeoman's  boom,  which 
obstructs  the  path  of  rafts  following  the  set  of  the  current,  and  from 
the  Northwestern  Railway  Company's  transfer- wharf,  the  front  of  which 
is  pited,  but  not  planked. 

To  aid  in  the  security  of  raft-navigation  at  this  bridge,  a  straight  boom 
from  the  right  rest-pier,  extending  up-stream' to  a  point  about  150  feet 
above  the  elevator,  should  be  placed,  and  Yeoman's  boom  removed  or 
drawu  in  toward  the  bartk,  so  that  no  part  of  it  should  project  more 
than  100  feet  out  from  shore.  The  position  of  the  proposed  boom  is 
shown  on  the  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  1.* 

BAILWAY-BRIDOE  AT  LA  CROSSE. 

The  next  bridge  in  order  is  that  at  La  Crosse,  built  in  1876,  under 
act  of  Congress  approved  April  1, 1872.  This  bridge  has  just  been  com- 
pleted. It  consists,  in  all,  of  ten  spans  of  various  lengths,  having  over 
the  main  channel  two  draw-spans,  each  160  feet  in  the  clear,  and  one 
raft  span  240  feet  in  the  clear;  bottom  chord  10  feet  above  high-water; 
range  or  difference  between  high  and  low  water  about  16  feet. 

No  records  of  rafts  or  steamers  passing  this  bridge  have  been  obtained. 

The  channel  here  has  changed  much  during  the  past  year.  After  the 
construction  of  the  piers  the  right  draw-opening,  the  only  one  accessible 
to  rafts,  was  difficult  to  reach  on  account  of  the  existence  of  a  bar  above 
the  bridge  and  adjoining  the  island,  and  another  bar  working  down 
from  another  island  above  and  on  the  right  of  the  channel.  In  order 
to  reach  this  draw,  rafts  had  to  cross  the  stream  at  nearly  a  right  angle, 
under  the  upper  and  above  the  lower  bar.  In  addition,  the  velocity  of 
current  thiough  the  right  draw  opening  is  great. 

Inasmuch  as  the  right  draw-opening  will  necessarily  be  the  one  used 

*  Tlie  maps  herein  aUudod  to  are  on  file  iu  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  A. 
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by  rafts,  protection  along  the  right  bank  for  a  distance  of  1,000  feet 
above  the  abutment  and  similar  to  that  designated  for  the  Winona 
bridge  should  be  placed.     (See  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  2.) 

BAIL  WAY-BRIDGE  AT  PRAIRIE  DU  CHIEN. 

The  river  here  is  separated  by  an  island  into  two  channels,  both 
being  navigable.  That  on  the  right  is  habitually  used  by  rafts  and  raft- 
boats;  that  on  the  left  is  the  main  steamboat-channel,  and  is  also  used 
by  such  rafts  as  are  destined  to  Priiirie  du  Chien,  numbering  probably 
not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  in  the  course  of  a  season.  Both  channels 
are  crossed  by  a  pile  and  ponton  bridge;  the  ponton  in  each  channel 
forming  a  draw  of  about  400  feet.  The  current  is  gentle  in  both  chan- 
nels. 

This  structure  was  legalized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  June  6, 
1874. 

The  bridge  is  regarded  by  all  interests  concerned  in  the  navigation  of 
the  river  as  the  easiest  one  to  pass,  and  no  accidents  of  importance  have 
been  reported.  The  Board  do  not  deem  any  booms  necessary  at  this 
point. 

RAILWAY-BRIDGE  AT  DUBUQUE. 

This  bridge  was  bnilt  in  1868,  under  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
25,  1866.  It  consists  in  all  of  eight  spans  of  various  lengths  and  a 
trestle  approach  some  2,400  feet  in  length,  including  two  draw-openings, 
each  160  feet  in  the  clear,  and  two  raft- spans,  each  about  240  feet  in  the 
clear.  The  bottom  chord  of  the  bridge  is  at  10  feet  above  high- water ; 
the  range  between  high  and  low  water  is  about  20  feet. 

Eleven  hundred  and  thirty-six  rafts  are  reported  as  having  passed 
this  bridge  during  the  rafting-season  of  1875,  of  which  863  were  towed. 
Thirty-three  accidents  to  rafts  in  passing  were  recorded  for  this  year. 
The  details  are  contained  in  Appendix  G. 

The  right  draw-opening  and  adjoining  long  span  are  habitually  used 
by  ratts  at  all  stages  of  water,  the  left  draw-opening  and  adjoining  span 
being  seldom  if  everaised.  During  low  water  but  little  difiiculty  is  ex- 
perienced ;  at  time  of  high  water  the  current  from  Seventh-street  slough, 
which  discharges  immediately  above  the  bridge,  creates  cross  currents, 
the  effect  of  which  cannot  be  anticipated. 

A  boom  1,200  feet  long  and  on  the  prolongation  of  the  axis  of  the  right 
pier  of  the  right  raft-span,  its  upper  end  anchored,  so  that  it  can  be 
swung,  either  to  sheer  rafts  into  the  right  raft-span  or  into  the  right 
draw-span,  is  required  here.     (See  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  3.) 

RAILWAY -BRIDGE  AT  CLINTON. 

The  portion  of  this  bridge  over  the  right-hand  channel  was  com- 
menced in  1864  and  completed  in  1865.  That  part  over  the  left-hand 
channel  was  completed  and  in  use  some  years  previous.  The  structure 
was  legalized  as  a  post-road  and  post-route  by  act  of  Congress  February, 
1867. 

The  river  here  is  divided  into  two  channels  bj  Little  Kock  Island. 
The  bridge,  spanning  both  channels,  consists  in  all  of  fourteen  spans,  of 
different  lengths.  In  right-hand  channel  there  is  but  one  draw-opening 
available,  of  118  feet,  and  one  raft-span  of  about  180  feet,  clear  width. 
Bottom  chord  about  6  feet  above  high  water;  difference  between  high 
and  low  water,  about  20  feet. 

At  time  of  high  water,  most  of  the  rafts  run  the  channel  to  the  left 
of  the  island,  the  only  span  available  in  which  being  the  one  next  to 
the  left  bank.    This  span  is  obstructed  by  piles  and  riprap  about  the 
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a  further  diflBculty  io.  this  chauuel  arises  from  a  current  setting  across 
the  bottom-lands. 

During  medium  and  low  stages  of  water  the  right-hand  channel  is 
used.  The  draw  and  raft  spans  in  this  channel  are  all  too  narrow,  being 
of  less  width  even  than  those  of  any  of  the  other  bridges.  Of  these 
spans,  the  right-shore  span  and  adjoining  draw-opening  are  impassable 
for  rafts  on  account  of  their  being  occupied  by  rafts  of  logs  and  timber, 
and  also  by  boom-piers  below.  The'only  spans  that  can  be  used  are  the 
left  draw  opening  and  the  span  adjoining,  the  approach  to  which  is 
difficult  on  account  of  the  eddy  below  the  rocky  point  used  as  the  steam- 
boat landing  of  Clinton.  For  details  of  rafts  and  boats  passing  this 
bridge,  see  Appendix  H. 

A  fender,  1,000  feet  long,  should  be  placed  along  the  left  bank  of  the 
left  or  east  channel,  above  the  bridge,  in  order  to  prevent  rafts  from  be- 
ing drawn  into  the  bottom,  and  two  booms  should  be  placed  in  the  right 
or  west  channel,  one  to  extend  from  the  upper  end  of  the  draw -rest 
and  on  its  prolongation  to  the  right  bank,  and  the  other  to  extend  froai 
the  pier  next  to  Little  Bock  Island  up  to  the  head  of  this  island.  (See 
accompanying  tracing,  numbered  4.) 

BAIL  AND  HIGHWAY  BRIDGE  AT  BOOK  ISLAND. 

This  bridge  was  commenced  in  18()9  and  completed  in  1871,  by  the 
United  States  Government,  under  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 1866. 
It  consists  in  all  of  seven  spans,  including  draw,  which  has  openings  of 
160  feet  width,  and  two  raft-spans  with  250  feet  width  in  the  clear; 
bottom  chord  10  feet  above  high  water  j  range  between  high  and  low 
water  is  about  16  feet. 

The  number  of  rafts  passing  this  bridge  is  as  follows: 

From  March  29  to  December  31,  1872 919 

Year  ending  December  31,  1873 * 668 

Year  ending  December  31, 1874 583 

Year  ending  December  31,  1875 618 

Year  ending  December  31,  1876 627 

Details  are  given  in  Appendix  i. 

During  higli  water  rafts  generally  run  the  right  span,  next  to  the 
Davenport  shore :  at  medium  and  low  stages  of  the  river  they  use  both 
draw-openings  and  the  span  adjoining  the  right  draw-opening. 

The  main  difficulty  experienced  by  raftsmen  here  arises  from  the 
bridge  being  located  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  on  which  there  is  no  i>oiQt 
for  some  distance  above  the  bridge  where  rafts  can  be  split  up,  necessi- 
tating, in  time  of  .wind,  the  making  of  two  trips  over  this  distance. 
The  roughness  of  the  bank  of  the  island  immediately  above  the  bridge 
renders  the  use  of  the  south  or  left  draw-opening  dangerous. 

The  rocky  bank  of  the  island  for  500  feet  above  the  south  abutment 
should  be  timbered  and  planked,  and  a  boom  similar  to  that  designated 
for  the  bridge  at  Dubuque  should  be  placed  in  the  thread  of  the  car- 
Vent,  above  and  on  the  prolongation  of  the  right  pier  of  the  left  raft- 
span,  and  the  remains  of  the  north  or  right  pier  of  the  old  bridge  should 
be  fully  removed.    (See  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  5.) 

EAlLWAY-BEIDaE  AT  BURLINGTON. 

This  bridge  was  commenced  in  1867  and  completed  in  1868,  under 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 1866.  It  consists,  in  all,  of  tea  spans 
of  difierent  lengths,  with  two  draw-openings,  each  160  feet  in  the  clear  ; 
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tweeu  high  and  low  water,  20  feet. 

For  particular  description  of  this  bridge,  see  letter  of  Mr.  Hjortsberg, 
chief  engineer  Chicago,  Burlington  and  Quiucy  Railroad,  marked  J,  in 
appendix. 

Kafts  passing  this  bridge  usually  run  the  right  draw-opening  and  ad- 
joining span ;  this  latter  span  being  but  190  feet  in  width.  The  spans 
to  the  left  of  the  draw  are  wider,  but  are  only  made  use  of  when  rafts 
are  blown  over  from  the  right,  or  \^est,  bank.  Eunning  the  right  span 
and  draw-opening  is  rendered  difficult  on  account  of  the  existence  of  a 
hard  bar  of  gravel  near  Berry's  mill,  which,  with  the  eddy  below  it, 
produces  a  cross  current  in  these  spans. 

A  boom  900  feet  long  should  be  extended  up  stream  from  the  right 
rest-pier.    (See  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  6.) 

RAIL  AND  HIGHWAY  BRIDGE  AT  KEOKUK. 

This  bridge  was  commenced  in  1869  and  completed  in  1870,  under  act 
of  Congress  approved  July  25,  1866.  It  consists  of  12  spans  of  differ- 
ent lengths.  Two  of  them  are  draw-openings,  about  160  feet  each  in 
the  clear,  and  two  raft-spans  of  about  240  feet.  Bottom  chord  of  the 
bridge  10  feet  above  high  water;  i*^i)ge  of  river,  or  difference  between 
high  and  low  water  mark,  about  22  feet.  !No  record  of  rafts  passing 
this  bridge  has  been  kept.  Number  of  boats  passing  and  other  data 
are  given  in  Appendix  K. 

This  bridge  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  Des  Moines  Rapids,  on  which 
there  is  no  place  for  a  raft  to  tie  up,  so  that  the  passage  of  the  bridge 
must  be  attempted  under  any  circumstances  after  leaving  Montrose,  at 
the  head  of  the  rapids.  The  left  drawopening  and  adjoining  spans  are 
used  by  rafts  at  all  stages  of  water.  During  high  water  raits  can  follow 
along  the  canal-bank  on  the  right,  the  proper  course  to  take  for  running 
these  spans,  but  at  low  water  they  are  obliged  to  follow  the  channel, 
which  course  brings  them  to  the  left  bank  about  1^  to  2  miles  above  .the 
bridge,  whence  they  cross  through  Sucker  Chute  to  the  right  bank. 
The  direction  given  to  the  raft  by  the  current  along  the  bank  of  the 
canal  above  the  bridge  is  toward  the  piers  to  the  left  of  the  opening 
they  attempt  to  make,  and  if,  to  avoid  this,  they  hug  the  canal-bank  to 
its  lower  end  they  come  within  the  influence  of  the  current  setting  in 
to  the  right  draw-opening,  and  are  then  in  danger  of  being  carried 
against  the  draw-rest. 

A  sheer-boom,  1,200  feet  long,  should  be  extended  from  the  pier  to  the 
left  of  the  first  long  span  from  the  draw,  so  placed  that  its  upper  end 
shall  be  600  feet  from  the  canal-bank,  and  a  boom  should  be  placed  so 
as  to  connect  the  draw-rest  with  the  lower  end  of  the  canal-walls. 

The  accompanying  tracing,  numbered  7,  will  show  the  position  of  the 
booms  recommended. 

RAILWAY-BRIDGE  AT  QUTNCY. 

r 

This  bridge  was  commenced  in  1867  and  completed  in  1868,  under  an 
act  of  Congress  approved  July  25,  1866.  It  consists  in  all  of  24  spans, 
6  spans  crossing  Quincy  Bay  and  18  spans  crossing  the  main  river. 

Draw-openings  160  feet  wide,  and  raft-spans  each  side  of  draw.  Bot- 
tom chord  of  bridge  10  feet  above  high  water.  Difference  of  level  be- 
tween high  and  low  water  mark  about  20  feet. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  rafts  passed  this  bridge  during  the  raft- 
ing-season of  1876.     The  details  are  contained  in  Appendix  l. 

Eafts  run  in  general  the  right  drawopening  and  adjoining  span,  the 
long  spans  to  left  of  the  draw  not  being  available  on  account  of  a  bar 
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which  makes  out  from  the  left  bank  above  the  bridge.  The  bridge  is 
also  at  the  beginning  of  a  crossing  of  the  channel  from  right  to  left,  and 
rafts  are  in  consequence  drawn  toward  the  left  piers  of  whatever  open- 
ings they  attempt  to  use. 

A  fixed  boom  1,000  feet  long  should  be  extended  up  stream  from  the 
left  rest-pier,  its  upper  end  050  feet  from  the  right  bank.  (See  accompa- 
nying tracing  numbered  8.) 

BALL   AND  HIGHWAY  BRIDGE  AT  HANNIBAL. 

Commenced  in  1870  and  completed  in  1871,  under  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  25,  1866.  It  consists  of  eight  spans.  Two  of  them  are 
draws  of  160  feet  width  of  opening,  and  two  are  raft-spans;  one  next  to 
right  bank,  with  215  feet  available  opening ;  the  other  to  the  left  of  draw 
of  240  feet.  Bottom  chord  of  bridge  10  feet  above  high  water.  Differ- 
ence between  high  and  low  water  about  22  feet. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-eight  rafts  passed  this  bridge  during  the  sea- 
son of  1875.  The  details  are  contained  in  Apfiendix  M.  Rafts  gener- 
ally run  the  right  draw-opening  and  adjoining  span.  The  velocity  of 
the  stream  at  the  site  of  this  bridge  is  so  great  that  rafts  cannot  land 
within  one  mile  labove  the  bridge.  During  high  water  the  rafts  are  split 
up  and  each  part  dropped  through  by  the  tow-boat.  Allowing  any  por- 
tion of  a  raft  to  drift  through  is  seldom  attempted.  The  right  bank  just 
below  the  bridge  is  used  by  the  lumber-dealers  of  Hannibal  for  landing 
their  rafts,  and  rafts  passing  under  the  right  span  are  liable  to  collide 
with  them. 

A  boom  1,200  feet  in  length  along,  and  its  upper  end  attached  to,  the 
right  bank,  its  lower  en<l  free  to  «wing  from  the  bank  to  the  right  rest- 
pier,  should  be  placed  above  this  bridge.  (See  accompanying  tracing 
numbered  9.) 

RAILWAY  BRIDGE  AT  LOUISIANA. 

Commenced  June  23, 1873,  and  finished  in  December  of  the  same  year 
Built  under  acts  of  Congress  approved  March  3,  1871,  and  June  4,  1872. 
Consists  of  eleven  spans  of  different  lengths;  two  are  draw-spans,  each 
200  feet  wide,  and  one  a  raft  span  250  feet  in  the  clear.  Bottom  chord 
10  feet  above  high  water.  Difference  of  level  between  high  and  low 
water  about  20  fe«»t. 

The  number  of  rafts  passing  this  bridge  is  for — 

1874 : 129 

1875 109 

1876  up  to  September  1 106 

The  details  are  contained  in  Ai)pendix  n. 

At  time  of  high  water  the  draw-spans  are  used.  During  medium  and 
low  stages  of  water  the  right  draw-opening  is  used.  There  is  no  place 
above  the  bridge  for  two  miles,  nor  below  it  for  three  miles,  where  rafts 
can  tie  up.  The  locality  is  particularly  exposed  to  winds.  The  draught 
of  the  current  is  along  the  right  bank  and  in  front  of  the  landing  above 
the  bridge.  In  order  to  get  into  position  for  passing  the  draw  openings, 
rafts  are  obliged  to  work  to  the  left,  and  this  has  to  be  done  by  backing 
the  boat,  in  order  to  give  the  rafts  the  proper  direction. 

The  crib  work  or  bulkhead  above  the  right  rest- pier  should  be 
smoothed  and  extended  up  stream  for  500  feet,  and  this  line  extended 
820  feet  farther  by  a  fixed  boom,  its  upper  end  300  feet  from  the  shore 
at  ordinary  low  water.  The  extension  proposed  is  delineated  upon 
tracing  numbered  10. 

,  Wherever  booms  ai  e  mentioned  above,  floating  structures  are  intended, 
and  unless  a  fixed  boom  is  specifically  mentioned,  a  movable  boom  must 
be  understood. 
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Sheer- booms  sboald  fulfill  the  foUowiug  couditioiis: 

The.v  should  be  stable  enough  to  resist  the  shock  of  colliding  rafts 
and  vessels  without  overturning,  and  sbould  have  strength  sufficient 
not  to  break  under  impact  at  any  point.  The.y  should  not  have  a  less 
dnuight  than  30  inches,  and  should  project  above  the  water- surface  at 
least  6  feet,  in  order  to  prevent  the  guards  of  steamers  from  passing 
over  them  and  breaking  their  wheels.  The  submerged  faces  of  the 
booms  on  the  sheering  si<ie  should  be  smooth,  and  the  faces  above  water 
should  be  so  arranged  as  to  allow  vessels  to  rub  against  them  without 
injury  to  themselves  or  the  l>ooms,  and  the  booms  sbould,  furthermore, 
fulfill  their  duties  at  all  stages  of  water.  All  pivot-pier  guards  should 
be  planked  longitudinally  from  30  inches  below  low  water  to  6  feet  above 
high  water,  and  these  guards  should  include  the  pivot-piers,  so  that  no 
projection  of  the  latter  should  be  exposed  beyond  the  faces  of  the  guards. 

The  Board  in  their  recommendations  have  been  confined  to  aiding  the 
passage  of  rafts,  and  have  considered  the  passage  of  steamboats  only 
indirectly  in  so  far  as  not  to  recommend  anything  for  the  former  that 
would  be  detrimental  to  the  latter.  In  several  of  the  cases  the  impor- 
tance of  further  protection  to  steamboats  is  more  imperative  than  for 
ra*'t8.  The  booms  and  other  constructions  recommended  are  regarded 
as  but  partial  alleviations  of  the  difficulties  of  raft-navigation,  as  the 
])lans  and  locations  of  most  of  the  bridges  are  such  as  to  make  any  com- 
plete measures  for  the  safety  of  navigation  impossible. 

As  the  Kock  Island  bridge  is  ow^ned  and  operated  by  th**  General 
Government,  a  special  appropriation  by  Congress  of  $15,000  will  be 
required  for  the  protection  necessary,  it  being  assumed  that  all  the 
expenses  attending  the  construction  of  booms,  &c.,  at  the  other- bridges, 
ordered  by  future  legislation,  will  be  borne  by  the  owners  of  the  bridges. 

The  accompanying  drawings  of  portions  of  the  different  bridgelocal- 
.  ities,  upon  which  are  indicated  the  positions  of  the  booms  an<l  other 
works  proposed,  are  taken  Irom  the  maps  made  under  direction  of  Gen- 
eral G.  K.  Warren,  Major  United  States  Engineers,  at  different  times 
since  18(iC,  under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  June  23,  1866,  which 
reads  as  follows: 

And  for  examining  and  reporting  upon  the  subject  of  railroad-bridges  across  the 
Mississippi  River  between  Saint  Paul,  Mio.,  and  Saint  Louis,  in  the  State  of  Missouri^ 
upon  such  plans  as  will  offer  the  least  imi'ediment  to  navigation  of  the  river. 

Full  copies  of  these  maps  are  on  file  at  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  En- 
gineers at  Washington. 

In  addition  to  the  appendixes  noted  above,  others  marked  o,  p,  q, 
E,  s,  T,  TJ,  V,  and  w,  containing  further  information  bearing  upon  the 
subject,  are  herewith  forwarded. 
A  model  of  the  Pond  sheer  boom,  above  referred  to,  is  also  forwarded. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

J.  K  Macomb, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  President  of  the  Board. 
J.  H.  Simpson, 

Colonel  of  Engineers. 
G.  K.  Wabren, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Major- General^  U.  8.  A. 

F.  U.  Farquhar, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Chas.  R.  Suter, 

Major  of  Engineers. 
Chas.  J.  Allen, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A,  Humphreys,  Captain  of  Engineers. 

Chief  of  Engineers^  TJ,  8.  A. 
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W  3. 

protection  of  public  works  against  trespass  or  injury. 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers, 

Wa8hingt07i^  i>.  C,  January  13,  1877. 

Sir:  With  the  view  to  a  compliance  with  the  third  section  of  the 
river  and  harbor  act  of  August  14,  1876,  which  requires  a  report  to 
Congress  of  all  the  instances  in  which  piers,  breakwaters,  or  other 
structures  built  by  the  Unitecl  States  in  aid  of  commerce  or  navigation 
are  used,  occupied,  or  injured  by  a  corporation  or  an  individual,  and  the 
extent  and  mode  of  such  use  or  injury,  and  the  facts  touching  the  same ; 
and  also  what  legislation  is  necessary  to  protect  public  works  con- 
structed by  the  United  States  against  trespass  or  injury  thereto,  I  in- 
structed the  officers  and  agents  of  this  office  in  charge  of  public  works 
to  report  all  such  instances  within  their  knowledge,  and  also  their  views 
as  to  the  legislation  which  would  best  prevent  the  evils  in  question. 

It  appears  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  occupancy  of  the  East 
Pier  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  the  Pittsburgh  and  Cleveland  Railroad 
Company,  the  terms  of  which  are  now  being  adjusted,  there  has  not 
been  to  any  serious  or  great  extent  injurious  use  or  occupation  of  struct- 
ures or  works  built  by  the  Uuit<*.d  States  to  report  to  this  office. 

There  have  been  instances  of  temporary  occupation  of  piers  as  land- 
ing-places for  cargoes  which,  by  their  weight,  might  injure  the  works; 
but  in  most  cases  the  practice  was  discontinued  upon  notification. 

There  are  instances  of  injury  to  piers  from  collision  of  vessels,  from 
carelessness  as  well  as  from  unavoidable  causes. 

There  are  also  instances  of  willful  injury  arising  from  the  pulling  up 
of  the  deck-planks  of  wooden  piers  for  the  purpose  of  tying  vessels. 

There  are  instances  of  serious  injury  to  navigable  waters  by  the  dis- 
charge of  sawmill  waste  into  streams;  also  from  booms  for  logs  being 
placed  in  such  a  way  as  to  seriously,  and  sometimes  totally,  impede  nav- 
igation, and  also  instances  of  removal  of  stone  from  wing-dams,  and  of 
breaking  openings  through  them  for  the  passage  of  small  boats  or  run- 
ning of  logs,  thus  rendering  the  dams  incapable  of  effecting  the  object 
for  which  they  were  built. 

There  are  instances  of  injury  to  water-gauges  permanently  estab- 
lished for  the  record  of  fluctuations  of  water  surface. 

In  fair-wavs  of  harbors,  channels  are  injured  from  deposits  of  ballast, 
steam-boat  ashes,  oysters,  and  rubbish  from  passing  vessels. 

In  some  instances  the  local  authorities  have  exercised  a  control  over 
the  public  works  in  their  vicinity,  and  in  most  cases  the  trespass  or 
injury  has  been  corrected  upon  notification. 

So  long  as  works  are  in  progress  and  in  charge  of  an  officer  or  agent 
these  evils  are  rare,  but  as  they  pass  out  of  his  hands  they  are  at  the 
mercy  of  evil-disposed  persons,  and  it  would  be  well  under  those  cir- 
cumstances to  make  it  the  duty  of  all  officers  of  the  Government, 
especially  custom-house  and  revenue  officers  and  light-house  keepers, 
to  report  all  cases  of  trespass  or  injury  coming  under  their  observation, 
either  to  their  own  department  or  to  the  nearest  United  States  district 
attorney. 

In  many  cases  of  harbor  improvements  on  the  lakes  the  Government 
has  not  acquired  title  to  the  laud  on  which  the  structure  is  built,  so  that 
it  is  a  question  as  to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  prevent  the  use  of 
the  piers  by  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land  and  prevent  them  from 
having  access  to  thp  stream.     In  the  case  of  breakwaters  isolated  from 
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tbe  question  of  control  is  simple. 

The  object  of  these  works  beini^:  for  the  benefit  of  commerce,  there 
should  be  no  objection  to  their  occupancy  by  private  parties  or  corpora- 
tions when  finished,  provided  that  the  improvement  of  navigation  for 
which  they  were  built  is  unimpaired  and  the  Government  relieved  of 
the  expense  of  maintaining  them. 

A  majority  of  the  oflBcers  and  agents  of  this  office  in  charge  of  public 
works  deem  the  penalty  inflicted  by  the  concluding  paragraph  of  section 
3  of  the  act  of  August  14,  1876,  a  sufficient  protection,  but  it  has  also 
been  suggested  that  its  provisions  should  be  extended  so  as — 

1st.  To  cover  all  cases  of  trespass  on  United  States  grounds  and 
structures. 

2d.  To  cover  all  cases  of  negligent  as  well  as  willful  injury. 

3d.  To  cover  not  only  river,  harbor,  and  navigation  works,  but  also 
all  structures  or  marks  established  by  the  United  States,  so  as  to  in- 
clude all  boundary-marks,  tide- gauges,  stations,  buoys,  &c. 

The  special  act  of  Congress  (see  vol.  18  Statutes  at  Large,  part  3, 
p.  50)  for  the  protection  of  the  work  in  progress  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  by  dredging  Uns 
proved  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  requires  proof  of  malice  or  intention, 
instead  of  simple  proof  of  fact  of  injury  or  impediment  to  navigation. 

In  the  case  of  the  Louisville  aixl  P(»rlland  Canal,  and  at  the  Harbor 
of  Eefuge  at  Sand  Beach,  Lake  Huron,  experience  has  shown  the  neces- 
sity of  some  enactment  to  regulate  the  movement  of  vessels  therein,  to 
avoid  danger  to  vessels  and  injury  to  the  works.  I  have  already,  on 
tbe  29th  February  last,  submitted  a  letter  from  Major  Weitzel,  Corps 
of  Engineers,  with  inclosed  form  of  an  act  which  he  recommends  should 
be  enacted  by  Congress  for  the  government  and  control  of  this  harbor 
of  refuge.  This  was  embodied  in  bill  H.  R.  No.  2927  of  last  session  of 
Congress. 

To  cover  all  cases  of  trespass  and  injury  herein  mentioned,  and  to 
conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  conditions  required,  I  beg  leave  to 
suggest,  as  a  modification  of  House  bill  No.  1079,  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  the  inclosed  form  of  an  act  which  may  cover  all  cases  likely 
to  arise,  including  the  control  of  the  Harbor  of  Refuge  on  Lake  Huron, 
and  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.   A.   HUMPHEBYS, 

Brig.  Gen,  and  Chief  of  Ungineers, 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War, 


FORM  OF  AN  ACT  TO  PROTKCT  PUBLIC  WORKS  A0AIN8T  TRESPASS  OR  INJURY. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled,  That  it  shall  uot  be  lawful  to  cast,  throw,  empty,  or  oDliMle,  or 
canse.  suffer,  or  procure  to  be  cast,  thrown,  emptied,  or  unlacien,  either  from  or  out  of 
any  snip,  vessel,  lighter,  barge,  boat,  or  other  craft,  or  from  the  shore,  pier,  wharf,  or 
mills  of  auy  kind  whatever,  any  ballast,  stone,  slate,  gravel,  earth,  rubbish,  wreck, 
filth,  slabs,  edgings,  sawdust,  or  other  mill-waste  of  any  kind,  into  any  port,  road, 
roadstead,  harbor,  haven,  navigable  river,  or  other  waters  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  improvement  of  which  Congress  has  already  made,  or  may  hereafter  make,  appro- 
~priatiou8,  or  to  deposit,  or  place,  or  cause,  suffer,  or  procure  to  be  deposited  or  placed, 
any  ballast,  stone,  slate,  gravel,  earth,  rubbish,  wreck,  tilth,  slabs,  edgings,  sawdust, 
or  other  mill-waste  in  any  place  or  situation  on  shore  where  the  same  shall  be  liable 
to  be  washed  into  any  navigable  waters,  either  by  ordinary  or  high  tides,  or  by  storms, 
or  floods,  or  otherwise :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be 
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coDstraed  to  extend  to  the  casting  ont,  unlading,  or  throwing  out  of  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, lighter,  barge,  boat^  or  other  oraft,  any  stones,  rdbks,  bricks,  lime,  or  other  mate- 
rials used,  or  to  be  used,  in  or  toward  the  building,  repairing,  or  keeping  in  repair 
any  quay,  pier,  wharf,  weir,  bridge,  building,  or  other  work  lawfully  erected  or  to  be 
erecttd  on  the  banks  or  sides  of  auy  port,  harbor,  haven,  channel,  or  navigable  river, 
or  to  the  casting  out,  unlading,  or  depositing  of  any  material  excavated  for  the  im- 
provement of  navigable  waters,  into  such  places  and  in  such  manner  as  may  be  deemed 
by  the  United  States  officer  supervising  said  improvement  most  judicious  and  practi- 
cable and  for  the  best  iuterest'i  of  such  improvements. 

Sec.  2.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  build  any  bridge,  bridge-draw,  bridge- piers  and 
abutments,  causeway,  or  other  works  over  or  in  any  port,  road,  roadstead,  haven,  har- 
bor, navigable  river,  or  other  waters  of  the  United  Stites,  or  to  build  any  wharf,  pier, 
dolphin,  boom,  dam,  weir,  breakwater,  bulkhead,  jetty,  or  other  structure,  outside  es- 
tablished harbor-lines,  or  in  such  manner  as  shall  obstruct  or  impair  the  navigation, 
commerce,  and  anchorage  of  said  waters;  or  to  excavate  or  fill,  or  in  any  mannar  to 
alter  or  mmlify,  the  course,  location,  condition,  or  capacity  of  the  channel  of  said  navi- 
gable waters  of  the  United  States,  unless  approved  and  authorized  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

Sfcc.  3.  That  all  erections  and  works  that  are  outside  of  harbor-lines,  as  now  estab- 
lished, or  that  are  so  placed  and  constructed  as  to  obstruct  and  impair  the  navigation 
and  capacity  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Uuited  States,  or  that  it  may  become  neces- 
sary to  remove  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  by  the  United  States  of  such  waters, 
shall  be  deemed  a  public  nuisance  and  liable  to  indictment  as  such. 

Sec.  4.  That  all  wrecks  of  vessels,  and  other  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  any 
port,  roadsteiid,  harbor,  or  navigable  river,  or  other  navigable  waters  of  the  United 
States,  which  may  have  been  permitted  by  the  owners  thereof  or  the  parties  by  whom 
they  were  caused  to  remain  to  the  injury  of  commerce  and  navigation  for  a  longer 
period  than  two  mouths,  shall  be  subject  to  be  broken  up  and  removed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  without  liability  for  any  damage  to  the  owners  of  the  same. 

Skc.  5.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  take  possession  of 
or  make  use  for  any  exclusive  purpose,  build  upon,  alter,  deface,  injure,  obstruct,  or 
in  any  other  manner  impair  the  usf.fuluess  of  any  sea-wall,  bulkhead,  jetty,  wharf,  pier, 
or  other  work  built  by  the  United  States  for  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  any 
of  itsnavigab'e  waters,  or  boundary-marks,  tide-gauges,  surveying-stations,  buoys,  or 
other  established  marks;  nor  remove  for  ballast  or  other  purposes  any  stone  or  other 
material  composing  such  works. 

Sec.  t>.  That  every  person,  persons,  or  corporation  offending  against  the  provisions 
of  this  act  shall,  for  each  and  every  such  offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  ol  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  (one-half  on  conviction  of  the  offender  to  be  paid  to  the 
informer,)  besides  such  further  sum  as  may  be  found  in  any  action  for  the  recovery  of 
tie  penalty  or  penalties  incurred  under  this  act  to  be  the  expense  of  making  good  the 
damage  iucorred,  or  of  removing  to  a  proper  place  the  things  deposited  in  violation  of 
this  act,  such  pei  al'ties  to  be  recoverable  by  and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  costs,  in  any  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  the  suit  of 
any  dintrict  attorney  of  the  United  States,  or  at  the  suit  of  any  person,  by  information  to 
auy  district  attorney  in  any  district  where  or  near  to  where  the  offense  shall  have  been 
committed  or  the  offender  shall  be. 

Skc.  7.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  officers  and  agents  having  the  supervision,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  of  the  works  in  progress  for  the  preservation  and  im- 
provement of  said  navigable  waters,  and,  in  their  absence,  of  the  United  States  col- 
lector of  cnstoms  and  other  revenue-officers,  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  law  by 
giving  information  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  place 
where  any  violation  of  auy  provision  of  this  act  shall  have  been  committed. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  directed  to  assume  full  control  over  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,  at  the  Falls  of  Ohio  River,  and  over  the  harbor  of 
refuge  at  Sand  Beach,  Lake  Huron,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  control  the  passage 
through  and  n^^e  of  those  works  ;  and  he  may  establish  such  regulations  as  he  shall 
deem  needful  to  regulate  the  movement  of  vessels  through  and  in  them  so  as  to  avoid 
damdl^e  to  vessels  and  injury  to  the  public  improvements  at  those  places;  and  he  will 
cause  such  regulations  to  be  promulgated,  by  public  notice  thereof  given  in  such  news- 
papers as  he  may  deem  most  suitable  to  give  them  the  greatest  publicity,  and  such 
regulations  may  in  like  manner  be  changed  from  time  to  time  ;  and  any  person  inter- 
fering with  or  obstructing,  or  attempting  to  obstruct,  the  free  use  of  such  improve- 
ment, in  violation  of  the  regulations  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and, 
on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 
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INVESTIGATION  OF  RAILROAD  ACCIDENTS. 

New  York,  May  14, 1877. 
General:  We  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reply  to  your 
letter  of  18th  instant,  transmitting  to  this  Board  "  for  consideration  and 
suggestion,  and  such  modification  or  amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  may 
see  fit  to  propose,^' 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  more  thoroagh  iavestigatii)!!  of  accidents  on  railroads, 

together  with  a  letter  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke  relative  to  the  inspection  of 
bridges. 

It  Hppears  from  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Garfield,  who  introduced  the  bill 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  from  the  letter  of  Mr.  Charles 
Francis  Adnms,  jr.,  who  prepared  the  draught  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Garfield,  that  the  scope  of  the  measure  has  been  purposely  restricted, 
leaving  to  further  legislation  to  expand  the  duties  of  the  commission  to 
any  extent  that  practical  experience  may  show  to  be  needed.  In  this 
view  of  the  matt-er,  which  is  no  doubt  a  wise  one,  the  Board  have  no 
modifications  or  amendments  to  suggest,  except  that  it  would  seem 
necessary  to  provide  for  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  expenses  which 
must  be  incurred  in  an  efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the 
commission,  and  that  it  might  be  judicious  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  instruct  any  engineer  officer  to  assist  the  commission  when- 
ever deemed  neeessary. 

This  last  suggestion  is  made  with  a  view  of  saving  time  and  expense 
by  the  occasional  aid  of  engineer  officers  stationed  at  remote  points  of 
our  vast  territory.  For  example,  should  an  unusual  or  calamitous  acci- 
dent occur  west  of  the  Nevada  range,  an  officer  in  California  could  reach 
the  scene  of  the  calamity  without  much  delay,  whereas  a  week's  delay 
in  arriving  at  the  locality  of  an  accident  might  prevent  the  collection  of 
reliable  data  in  reference  thereto. 

To  a  full  understanding  of  the  state  of  this  question  of  railroad  acci- 
dents, and  the  means  of  preventing  them,  and  as  illustrating  what,  in 
our  opinion,  the  scope  of  the  duties  of  the  proposed  commission  would 
be  to  attain  the  desired  objects,  the  Board  appends  the  following  **  mem- 
orandum," which  was  drawn  up  in  the  study  of  the  subject. 

The  papers  referred  to  the  Board  in  connection  with  the  subject  are 
herewith  returned. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  Barnard, 
Colonel  and  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen, 
Z.  B.  Tower, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 
H.  G.  Wright, 
Lieut.  Col.  of  Engineers  J  Bvt.  Maj.  Oen. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys, 

Chief  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A. 


MEMORANDUM  TO  ACCOMPANY  REPORT  OP  BOARD  OF  ENGINEERS  FOR  FORTIFICATIONS 

OF  MAY    14,  1877. 

The  bill  proposed  to  constitnte)  by  the  appoiotmeut  of  the  Prestdeut  of  the  United 
States,  "  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  who  shall  be  officers  of  engineers  of  the  Aimy," 
the  duties  of  which  are  defined  as  follows : 

I.  "To  inquire  into  the  number,  causesi  and  means  of  prevention  of  accidents  on 
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railroads  in  the  UDited  States,  the  namber  of  persons  killed  thereby,  and  the  most 
approv«'d  means  of  preventing  the  occurrence  of  the  same.'' 

II.  "  To  hereafter  investigate  snch  accidents  on  railroads  as  may  in  their  judgment 
be  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  an  unusual  or  unexplained  character,  and  specially 
report  upon  the  same." 

Incidentally  or  supplementary  to  the  foregoing  duties,  it  is  further  provided — 

III.  '*That  in  addition  to  all  special  reports  from  time  to  time  made,  the  commis- 
sioners herein  provided  for  shall  at  the  oIoac  of  each  year  forward  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  general  report  upon  the  subject  of  accidents  upon  railroads  in  the 
United  States  during  that  year. 

Clau-ses  II  and  III  i  stablish  the  fact  that  the  "  board  of  commissioners"  is  intended 
to  be  a  permanent  thing;  that  the  ''  inquiry  *'  provided  for  in  clause  I  is  not  merely  a 
single  general  investigation,  but  somethiug  to  be  perpetually  maintained. 

So  far  as  the  mere  statistics  of  "accidents"  are  concerned,  our  technical  journals 
give  them  with  great  thoroughness  and  detail.  Turning,  e.  ^.,  to  the  "Railroad  Gazette," 
we  find  (January  26, 1877)  a  summary  of  "  Train  Accident-s  "  for  the  railroads  of  the 
United  States  for  the  years  1873, 1874,  1875, 1876 ;  a  recapitulatioa  of  which  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

1873.     1874.    1875.      187C 

Collisions 279  278        260  392 

Derailments 6r>5  840        6r>4  815 

Other  accidents 48  83  66  76 

982        l,iJ01        980        1,283 

Average  number  per  day 2.69  3.29       2.68  3.51 

Collisions  are  subdivided  into  four  categories,  viz  :  "Rear  Collisions,"  **  Butting  Col- 
lisions," "Crossing  Collisions,"  and  "Unknown." 

Derailments  resulted  from  no  less  than  35  special  caupes,  snch  as  "  broken  rail,"  "  mis- 
placed switch,"  "cattle  on  track,"  "wash-out,"  **  loose  or  spread  rails,"  "  broken  axle," 
*' accidental  obstruction,"  "broken  wheel,"  &c. ;  those  above  named  being  the  chief 
canses. 

Other  accidents,  i.  «.,  accidents  without  derailment  or  collision,  arose  from  15  special 
canses,  such  as  "  boiler  and  cylinder  explosions,"  **  broken  axle,"  '*  failure  of  bridge  or 
trestle,"  "open  draw-bridge,"  "  accidental  obstruction,"  ** malicious  obstruction,"  &c. 

A  more  general  classification  of  "derailment"  accidents  is  as  follows : 

1873.    1874.     1875.    1876. 

Defects  or  failures  in  permanent  way 200  146  261  165 

Defects  or  failures  in  rolling-stock 73  63  101  76 

Negligence,  carelessness,  or  malice 96  107  114  1,19 

Unforeseen  obstructions,  not  malicious Ill  109  142  107 

In  connection  with  which  the  remark  is  made  by  the  editor,  "  Negligence  would  prob- 
ably apply  to  many  if  not  most  of  the  cases  of  defects  or  failures  of  road  and  rolling- 
stock,  as  well  as  to  the  oases  of  misplaced  switche;*,  open  draws,  &c.,  to  which  we  have 
applied  it  above." 

In  connection  with  the  number  of  '*  accidents,"  given  in  first  table,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing statements  of  the  numbers  of  persons  "killed  and  injured  :" 

1873.    1874.     1875.      1876. 

Killed 276        204  234  328 

Injured 1,172        778         1,107         1,097 

1,448        982         1,341         1,425 

And  if  we  compare  these  figures  with  those  which  give  the  total  number  of  acddents 
for  the  years,  we  shall  find  the  average  number  |»^  accident  to  be — 

1873.    1874.     1875.      1876. 

Killed 0.215     0.209        0.195         0.334 

Injured 0.914     0.800        0.923         1.117 

Killed  and  injured  per  accident 1.129      1.009        1.118        1.451 

With  regard  to  the  mere  Btatisiice  of  accidents  little  is  left  for  a  board  to  do.  But  it 
is  doubtless  the  ''  means  of  prevention  "  that  the  bill  has  mainly  in  view,  and  especially 
the  prevention  of  accidents  to  persons.  The  figures  just  given  show  that  in  general  to 
one  accident  in  five  a  life  is  lost,  that  somewhat  more  than  one  person  is  either  killed 
or  injured  per  accident,  most  of  the  injuries,  however,  being  slight.  Besides  "  aooidents 
to  trains  "  there  occur  accidents  involviug  life  or  limb  whether  of  passengers,  train- 
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servants)  or  outsiders.  Most  of  these  are  dae  to  the  carelessness  of  the  safferers ;  a 
considerable  namber,  however,  to  inadequate  precautionary  measures  for  train  man- 
agement. 

While  the  few  oalamitou8  accidents  make  strong  Impression  on  the  public  mind,  and 
a  recent  one  doubMess  prompted  the  bill  in  question,  the  foregoing  shows  that  in  real- 
ity the  TBitxo  of  injuries  and  losses  of  life  occurring  from  them  is  but  a  small  fraction 
of  the  total.  Great  as  was  the  loss  of  life  at  the  Ashtabula  bridge  accident,  that  ca- 
lamity furnished  but  one-fourth  to  the  number  "  killed"  during  the  year,  and  the  ratio 
of  oalamitoaa  losses  to  the  aggregate  of  oarrent  losses  would  probably  be  much  less  if 
taken  through  a  series  of  years. 

Inasmuch  as  personal  injury  and  loss  of  life  arise  from  almost  innumerable  causes, 
each  referring  itself  back  either  to  inadequacy  of  oonstrucHon  or  imper/eotion  in  manage- 
mentjit  is  clear  that  the  ^*  means  of  preventing  the  occurrence  of  the  same''  involves 
the  whole  question  of  railway  construction  and  management. 

We  believe  that  it  would  be  in  consonance  with  the  maxims  which  prevail  as  to  the 
functions  of  our  General  Government  to  leave  this  matter  to  the  States  in  which  our 
railways  lie  and  the  companies  to  which  they  belong  to  work  out  the  desired  results. 
Self-interest  may  be  slow  of  sight,  but  it  perceives  at  last  what  its  own  requirements 
are;  while  State  legislation  (the  only  legislation  possessing  jurisdiction)  re-enforced  by 
public  opinion  gradually /orcc«  railway  directors  to  introduce,  as  proof  shall  be  offered 
of  their  efficacy,  all  well-devised  measures  for  safety  of  human  life.  The  '*  board  '  con- 
templated by  this  bill  could  at  best  be  merely  advisory.  That  it  should  be  such  im- 
plies of  course  its  capability  of  advising  that  it  should  be  so  thoroughly  master  of  the 
whole  subject  that  its  advice  would  be  sought  and  its  authority  on  such  subject  recog- 
nized. Such  sort  of  pre-eminence  requires  large  experience  and  a  minute  knowledge  of 
condition  and  defects  and  systems  of^  management,  &,c.,  of  the  75,000  miles  of  railway 
in  the  Uuited  States,  and  to  some  extent  a  similar  knowledge  with  reference  to  the 
railways  of  Europe. 

To  obtain  such  information  its  sources  would  be — 

1st.  The  journals  or  technical  publications  of  the  United  States  and  Europe. 

2<1.  Personal  inspection  by  the  commissioners  or  their  agents. 

3d*  Correspondence  and  personal  commuuication  with  engineers  and  managers  of 
railways. 

To  carry  out  the  above  a  considerable  number  of  Inspectors  would  be  necessary,  and 
a  bureau  or  office  with  clerks  wherein  to  collect  information  and  compile  the  matter 
gathered.  But  inspections  to  be  really  such  need  not  only  the  entire  concnrrence  of 
the  managers  of  the  several  roads,  but  an  actual  furnishing  of  facilities,  (t.  e.,  spe- 
cial cars,  &c.)  We  may  well  doubt*  whether  the  roads  would  generally  furnish  these 
facilities. 

To  carry  out,  therefore,  with  any  efficiency  the  design  of  clause  I,  it  would  seem  to 
us  requisite  besides  creating  a  permanent  board  to  add  to  it  a  considerable  staff  of 
assistants,  and  to  establish  a  bureau  for  collection,  c(>mpilation,  and  preservation  of 
information. 

The  above  refers  to  the  most  general  construction  of  the  duties  (clause  I)  of  the 
board. 

Clause  II,  however,  refers  to  accidents  *'  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  unusual  or 
unexplained  character,"  including  doubtless,  what  we  have  called  calamitous  accidents, 
such  as  the  Ashtabula  bridge  disaster.  Such  accidents  are  very  few  in  number,  (compared 
to  totals  of  accidents,)  and  the  loss  to  life  and  limb  occasioned  by  them  is,  though  rela- 
tively great,  but  a  small  fraction  of  the  total  loss.  Still  such  accidents,  accompanied 
with  ci'rcumsrances  of  horror,  impress  strongly  the  public  mind,  and  are  in  reality  the 
main  causes  of  a  sense  of  danger  in  railroad  traveling. 

Moreover,  while  the  daily  small  accidents  refer  themselves  to  hundreds  of  obscure 
causes,  it  is  generally  believed  that  these  calamitous  ones  ^when  not  the  result  of 
sheer  negligence)  refer  to  causes  which  intelligent  investigation  may  develop,  and  for 
which  there  may  be,  or  may  be  found,  sure  "  means  of  prevention." 

There  are  two  main  causes  of  calamitous  accidents,  viz:  "collision"  and  *' bridge 
failure;''  to  these  might  be  added  ^'open  draw-bridges"  and  ''derailment,"  but  the 
'^  open  draw"  is  so  purely  a  matter  of  negligence  that  it  may  be  referred  at  ooce  to 
that  head;  while ''derailment,"  though  furnishing  cause  for  about  two-thirds  of  the 
*'  accidtuts,"  is  rarely  (thou|j|h  sometimes)  decidedly  calamitous.  Its  causes  when  thus 
calamitous  differ  little  from  its  causes  when  not  so.  Wherever  derailment  is  likely  to 
cause  great  calamity  (as  on  a  bridge  or  high  emba'ikment)  special  precautions  in  ruu- 
nin^  trains,  and  special  means,  are  usually  applied  to  prevent  the  accident  or  guard 
against  ditiaster  if  it  occurs.  The  absence  of  such  precautions  implies  negligence  which 
a  subsequent  investigation  would  donbtUss  bring  to  light. 

Collisions  constitute  nearly  one-fourth  of  total  "  accidents."  They  rarely  occur 
without  injury  both  to  train  and  to  passengers ;  and  they  are  the  most  common  source 
of  calamitous  loss  of  life.  They  may  be  said  to  depend  almost  exclusively  on  manage- 
tnent.    In  this  conneotion  it  is  proper  to  remark  that  railway  travel  as  it  now  is,  really 
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is  an  almost  new  thing  in  the  world.  Forty  years  ago  it  was  commencing  its  develop- 
ment. A  few  single-track  roads  in  the  United  states,  with  strap-rails,  connected  then  a 
few  of  our  larger  cities.  The  motion  of  trains  was  necessarily  slow,  their  nnmber  small. 
With  the  development  of  railways  over  the  whole  country,  and  tne  rapid  increase  of 
travel,  greater  perfection  of  construction  has  been  arrived  at,  and  far  more  yerfeet^ystem 
of  train-management  has  become  i  mperati  ve.  But  these  improvements  have  really  (per- 
haps inevitably)  lagged  behind  the  demand  for  them.  Nevertheless,  their  march  has 
been  real  and  rapid.  The  experience  of  the  Centennial  anniversary  afforded  proof  of 
this.  During  the  last  three  months  of  the  Exhibition  the  traius  on  many  roads  were 
constantly  overloaded,  and  frequently  behind  time,  and  on  several  they  were  multi- 
plied to  an  extent  never  known  before.  The  number  of  accidents,  though  somewhat 
increased,  was  not  so  in  proportion  to  the  traffic;  the  companies  showing  decided 
ability  in  adapting  their  operations  to  the  emergency. 

Methods  for  preventing  collision  on  crowded  roads  have  developed  themselves  j>art- 
passu  with  the  need  for  them.  The  board  of  engineers  which  the  bill  proposes  to  or- 
ganize could  hardly  collect  information  on  this  subject  more  thoroughly  than  it  is  now 
collected  by  the  technical  journals,  nor  would  their  advice  or  opinions  weigh  very 
heavily  in  the  balance  with  those  of  the  managers,  engineers,  and  experts,  whose  oc- 
cupation is  one  of  constant  experience  of  what  is  needed,  of  constant  effort  to  supply 
the  need,  and  who  through  their  own  professional  societies  have  means  of  consultation 
and  comparison  of  results. 

There  remains  one  source  of  calamitous  accident  to  treat,  one  which  apparently  does 
not  so  immediately  refer  itself  to  the  comprehensive  head  of  railway  management, 
and  this  is  the  one  classified  as  the  *'  failure  of  bridges." 

In  our  early  railway  construction  we  contented  ourselves  with  bridging  the  smaller 
streams  by  wooden  structures  of  short  spans,  the  larger  navigable  ones  being  crossed 
by  boat  ferries.  The  development  of  the  railway  system  and  the  increase  of  traffic 
has  compelled  the  filling  of  these  gaps  by  bridges,  some  of  which,  through  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  case,  involving  very  long  spans.  Such  spans  can  only  be  mMe  with  iron  ; 
moreover,  this  material  has  been  gradually  substituted  of  late  years  for  the  existing 
early  constructed  wooden  bridges.  But  for  this  iron  construction,  the  knowledge  of 
the  material  itself,  and  of  the  means  of  preparing  it,  of  working  it  into  requy^ 
forms  and  of  combining  it  into  masses,  was  not  itself  fully  developed.  Both  for  the 
manufacturer  and  engineer  there  was  a  vast  and  almost  unexplored  field.  Congress 
has  recently  recogniz^  the  importance  of  aiding  one  branch  of  this  exploration  by 
the  creation  of  the  board  appointed  March  25,  1875,  **  to  test  iron,  steel,  and  other 
metals,"  &c. 

In  the  other  branch — the  engineering — the  demand  for  long-span  bridges  has  taxed 
the  efforts  of  engineers  for  suitable  methods,  which  have  not  yet  had  time  to  establish 
their  claim  to  recognition  as  best. 

We  needonlv  reror  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  T.  C.  Clarke,  the  head  of  an  iron-bridge  build- 
ing firm,  well  known  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  for  the  extent  and  exollence  of 
its  work. 

According  to  Mr.  Clarke's  opinion,  '*  Your  board  of  commissioners  should,  as  soon  as 
possible  after  their  appointment,  meet  at  Washington  and  take  evidence  from  engineers, 
particularly  those  expert  in  bridge  construction,  and  establish  upon  the  basis  of  that 
evidence  certain  general  rules  to  apply  to  all  bridges Ji>oth  railway  and  highway,  such 


'*  1.  The  least  load  to  be  provided  for  on  different  length  of  spans  aud  on  parts  oT  the 
same  span. 

"  2.  The  margin  of  safety. 

''  3.  The  mode  of  connecting  the  parts  together,  so  as  to  form  a  whole  as  strong  as 
hose  parts. 

''  4.  Such  mode  of  construction  as  would  best  prevent  deterioration  and  decay.  All 
of  this  could  be  expressed  in  such  words  as  would,  while  not  hampering  the  skill  of  de- 
signers, yet  greatly  increase  the  public  safety. 

-'These  rules  should  be  published  and  communicated  to  the  different  authorities. 
State,  municipal,  and  railway,  with  the  authority  and  prestige  of  the  board.  Mor< 
than  this  I  do  not  feel  competent  to  recommend ;  but  as  an  engineer  and  constructor 
of  iron  bridges,  I  do^ay  that  inspection  should — 

'*  1st.  Be  made  by  independent  parties. 

*'2d.  Sbould  cover  all  kinds  of  bridges. 

''3d.  Should  be  under  a  uniform  system  based  on  evidence  taken  from  experts. 
Your  board  would  largely  increase  its  usefulness  if  it  covered  the  last  two  points." 

The  foregoing  would  make  the  board  not  merely  an  investigator  of"  accidents,"  but  a 
central  authority  on  the  subject  of  bridge-building.  There  is  doubtless  great  di  versity 
of  opinion,  or  at  least  lack  of  means  on  which  to  base  authoritative  rules  on  the  several 
points  numbered  1, 2, 3, 4  by  Mr.  Clarke.  While  on  the  one  hand  the  board  would  have 
no  authority  to  call  for,  and  no  means  (without  an  annual  appropriation  for  the  purpose) 
to  defray  the  expense  of  procuring  evidence,  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  proposed 
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itself,  for  great  span  railway-bridges,  yet  not  definitely  solved,  and  which  mast  to  a 
certain  extent  work  ont  its  own  solution.  A  central  board  of  engineers  might  donbt- 
less  aid  this  progress  and  conduce  to  *^  public  safety  "  by  collecting  data  and  furnishing 
temporary  "  rules  "  founded  thereon. 

That  it  should  do  so  requires  that  its  members  besides  being  generally  scientific 
engineers,  should  be  thorough  masters  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  railway-bridge 
bnilding. 

But  it  seems  to  ns  that  Mr.  Clarke's  recommendations  go  beyond  the  scope  of  the 
proposed  bill,  y^hich  primarily  has  reference  to  accidents  and  their  means  of  prevention, 
and,  secondarily f  to  investigation  of  accidents  *'  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  unnsaal 
or  unexplained  character,'^  (referring  doubtless  to  the  breaking  down  of  bridges,  as  well 
as  to  other  calamitous  accidents.) 

Generally  speaking,  oollisions  are  the  prolific  source  of  calamitous  accidents,  those 
from  failure  of  bridges  in  1876  numbering  but  20,  against  2d0  collisions,  and  some  600 
derailments  from  other  causes.  And  the  remark  is  called  for  that  the  small  bridges 
rather  than  the  great  ones  are  the  source  of  danger.  The  latt'^r  are  always  de;)igned 
with  great  care,  and  the  plans  subjected  to  severe  testing,  their  faithful  construction 
secur^  by  close  supervision,  their  preservation  insured  by  systematic  watchfulness, 
and  the  running  of  trains  over  them  subjected  to  severe  regulation.  The  frequency  of 
accidents  from  breakage  of  trestles  and  small  bridges  is  due  to  the  great  number  of 
these  small  structures,  and  to  their  eluding  in  some  degree  the  precautions  which  con- 
duce to  the  safety  of  great  bridges.  They,  therefore,  to  that  extent  are  due  to  the  pro- 
lific source  of  railway  accidents,  ^*  negligence,"  and  must  owe  their  prevention  to  the 
introduction  of  more  vigilant  and  systematic  management,  the  necessity  and  true 
economy  of  which  is  now  being  realized  by  our  railway  authorities. 

We  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  describe  the  systems  of  government  supervision  of 
railways  and  bridges  by  the  European  governments.  That  there  is  to  some  extent  an 
authoritative  supervision  in  France,  Germany,  Austria,  and  Russia  is  believed.  A 
thorough  knowledge  of  these  systems  would  be  very  important  in  its  bearing  upon 
measures  our  own  Government  should  desire  to  adopt. 

We  here  confine  ourselves  to  an  exhibition  of  the  full  bearings  and  scope  of  the  pro- 
posed measore.  It  involves  questions  of  policy  of  the  Government  in  this  relation,  and 
it  seems  to  us  that  secured  oo-operUion  of  the  several  State  governments  would  be 
very  desirable  to  insure  its  full  efficacy. 


LBTTER  OP  MR.  THOMAS  C.  CLARKE,  CIVIL  ENGINEER. 

Philadelphia,  March  19, 1877. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  a  copy  of  your  proposed  bill  regulating  inspection  of 
bridges,  and  have  been  requested  to  communicate  my  views  to  the  American  Society  of 
Engineers  for  discussion  at  their  April  convention  at  New  Orleans.  I  have  done  so, 
and  I  now  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  the  views  which  I  have  given  them. 

I  believe  that  inspection  should  be  done  by  independent  parties — that  it  should  bo 
general,  covering  all  kinds  of  bridges,  and  that  it  should  be  under  an  uniform  system. 

Your  bill  recognizes  the  first  requisite.  It,  however,  covers  accidents  on  railways 
only.  The  truth  is,  that  as  far  as  bridges  are  concerned,  those  on  railways  are  much 
better  watched  and  are  safer  than  highway  bridges,  which  have  in  most  cases  no  in- 
spection at  all.  I  would  insert  after  the  words  United  States  "  and  from  the  falling  of 
highway  bridges." 

The  most  important  requisite  is  that  inspection  of  bridges  should  be  made  according 
to  one  uniform  system.  As  it  now  is,  the  State  legislatures,  under  the  spur  of  the  panic 
.  derived  from  the  Ashtabula  disaster,  are  framing  laws  providing  for  inspection  under 
^different  systems,  and  with  difierent  penalties. 

Your  board  of  commissioners  should,  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  appointment, 
meet  at  Washington  and  take  evidence  from  engineers,  particularly  those  expert  in 
bridge-construction,  and  establish  upon  the  basis  of  that  evidence  certain  general  rules 


to  apply  to  all  bridges,  both  railway  and  highway,  such 

1.  The  least  load  to  be  provided  for  on  different  lengths  of  dpans,  and  on  parts  of  the 
same  span. 

2.  The  margin  of  safety. 

3.  The  mode  of  connecting  the  parts  together,  so  as  to  form  a  whole  as  strong  as 
those  parts. 

4.  Such  mode  of  construction  as  would  best  prevent  deterioration  and  decay. 

All  of  this  could  be  expressed  in  such  words  as  would,  while  not  hamperiuir  the  ski'l 
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These  rales  should  be  published  and  communioated  to  the  different  anthorities,  State^ 
municipal,  and  railway,  with  the  authority  and  prestige  of  the  board.  More  than  this, 
I  do  not  feel  competent  to  recommend.  But  as  an  engineer  and  constructor  of  iron 
bridges  I  do  say  that  inspection  should — 

1.  Be  made  by  independent  parties. 

2.  Should  cover  all  Kinds  of  bridges. 

3.  Should  be  under  an  uniform  system  based  on  evidence  taken  from  experts. 
Your  board  would  largely  increase  its  usefulness  if  it  covered  the  last  two  points. 

I  am,  very  respecfiully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  C.  Clajkeb, 
Member  American  Society  Civil  Engineers  and 
InatitiUion  of  CivU  Engineers,  London. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Garfield,  M,  C. 


[44th  Congreas.  2d  Seesion.  H.  B.  4558.] 
A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  more  thorough  inveetigation  of  accidents  on  railroads. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Howe  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Congress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  and 
requested  to  api>oint  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  who  shall  be  officers  of  engineers 
of  the  Army,  to  inquire  into  the  number,  causes,  and  means  of  prevention  of  acoidenta 
on  railroads  in  the  United  States,  the  number  of  persons  killed  or  injured  thereby,  and 
the  most  approved  means  of  preventing  the  occurrence  of  the  same ',  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  commissioners  to  hereafter  investigate  such  accidents  on  railroads  as  may, 
in  their  judgment,  be  accompanied  by  circumstances  of  an  unusual  or  unexplained 
character,  and  specially  report  upon  the  same. 

Sbo.  2.  That  the  commissioners  appointed  under  this  act  shall,  in  addition  to  their 
pay  as  officers  of  engineers  of  the  Army,  receive  compensation  for  actual  travel  and 
other  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  the  duties  herein  designated. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  addition  to  all  special  reports  from  time  to  time  made,  the  commis- 
sioners herein  provided  for  shall,  at  the  close  of  each  year,  forward  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  general  report  upon  the  subject  of  accidents  upon  railroads  in  the 
United  States  during  that  year ;  which  report,  together  with  any  special  reports  which 
the  commissioners  may  have  made  during  such  year,  shall  be  submitted  to  Congress. 
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A. 

Accidents  on  railroads,  remarks  on  proposed  legislation  for  inves- 
tigation of 

Accotink  Creek,  Ya.,  improvement  of 

Ahnepee  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Alpena  Harbor,  (Thunder  Bay,)  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Apalachicola  River,  Fla.,  improvement  of 

Appomattox  River,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Aqnia  Crtek,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  operations  of  snag- 
boats  on 

Arkansas  River  at  Fort  Smith,  improvement  of 

Ashtabula  Harbor,  Ohio^  improvement  of 

An  Sable  River  Harbor,  Mioli.,  improvement  of 

B. 

Baltimore  Harbor,  Md.,  improvement  of  entrance  to 

Battalion  of  Engineers 

Bay  of  Superior,  improvement  of  natural  entrance  to 

Belfast  Harbor,  Me.,  improvement  of 

Black  Lake  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Black  River  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvemen tof 

Black  Warrior  River,  Ala.,  improvement  of 

Block  Island,  R.  I.,  construction  of  harbor  at 

Boards  of  engineers  for  fortifications 

Boston  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Breakwater  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  construction  of 

Broadkiln  River,  Del.,  improvement  of 

Bridge  of  the  Washington  Aqueduct  across  Rock  Creek, D.  C. ..... 

Bridge  across  the  Mississippi  River,  sheer-booms  for  piers  of 

Bridging  the  Mississippi  River  between  Saint  Paul  and  Saint 

Louis,  report  on 

Bridging  navigable  waters  of  the  United  States 

Bridgeport  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

BuffaJo  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Bulkhead  Rock,  Providence  River.  R.  I.,  removal  of 

Burlington,  Iowa,  iinprovement  or  harbor  at 

Burlington  Harbor,  Vt.,  improvement  of 

€. 

Calumet  Harbor,  HI.,  improvement  of 

Canal,  Saint  Mary's  River,  Fla.,  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  report  on  .... 

,  Canal  at  the  Cascades,  Columbia  River,  project  for 

Cape  Fear  River.  N.  C,  improvement  of  entrance 

Canokia  Chute,  Mississippi  River,  opposite  Saint  Louis,  closing  of 

Cedar  Keys  Harbor,  Fla.,  improvement  of , 

Channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  improvement  of. 

Charleston  Harbor,  S.  C,  improvement  of 

Charlevoix  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Charlotte  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Chattahoochee  River,  Geor^a  and  Florida,  improvement  of , 

Cheboygan  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Chester  Harbor,  Pa.,  ice-harbor  at 

Chester  River,  Md.,  improvement  of,  at  Kent  Island  Narrows 
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Chicago  Harbor,  III.,  improvement  of ., 

Chippewa  River,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Choctawhatchie  River,  Florida  and  Alabama,  improvement  of  ... 

Cleveland  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Cocheco  River,  N.  H.,  improvement  of 

Cohansey  Creek,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 

Columbia  River,  Lower,  Oreg.,  improvement  of 

Columbia  River,  Upper,  and  Snake  River,  Oieg.,  improvement  of. 

Columbia  River,  Oreg.,  canal  at  Cascades 

Conneaut  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Connecticut  River,  above  Hartford,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Connecticut  River,  below  Hartford,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Coosa  River,  Georgia  and  Alabama,  improvement  of 

Coosa wattee  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Cumberland  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of 

Cypress  Bayou,  Tex.,  improvement  of 

Defenses,  sea- coast  and  lake-frontier , 

Delawaie  Brt-^kwater  Harbor 

Delaware  Riv«r,  below  Petty's  Island,  improvement  of 

Delaware  River,  between  Trenton  and  Whitehill,  N.  J.,  improve- 
ment of 

Detroit  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Des  Moines  Rapids,  Mississippi  River,  improvement  of 

Dubuque,  luwa,  improvement  of  harbor  at 

Duluth  Harbor,  Minn.,  improvement  of 

Dunkiik  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

DutifS  0  f  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers 

Eagle  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

East  Chester  Creek,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

East  River,  N.  Y.,  removal  of  obstruction  from  

Elizabeth  River,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Engineer-depots 

Erie  Harbor,  Pa.,  improvement  of 

Etowah  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Explorations,  geological ,  &c.,  40th  parallel 

Explorations,  geographical,  &;c.,  west  of  lOOth  meridian 

Explorations  and  reconnaissances 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  the  Division  of  the  Missouri 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  Dakota 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  the  Platte 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  the  Missouri 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  Texas 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Division  of  the  Pacific 

Explorations  and  surveys  in  Department  of  Arizona 

Explorations  and  reconnaissances,  estimates  for 

F. 

Fairport  Harbor,  (Grand  River, )  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Fall  River  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Fa^t  of  Saint  Anthony,  Minn.,  preservation  of 

Falls  of  the  Ohio  River,  improvement  of  navigation  at 

Feather  and  Sacramento  Rivers,  Cal.,  improvement  of 

Flint  River,  Georgia  and  Florida,  improvement  of 

Frankfort  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

French  Broad  River,  N.  C.,  survey  for  improvement  of 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  protection  of  river  banks  at 

Fortieth  parallel,  geological  exploration  of 
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Fortifications 

Fort  MadisoD,  Iowa,  improvenient  of  harbor  at 
Fox  and  Wisconsin  Rivers,  improvement  of 


O. 


Galveston  Harbor,  Tex.,  improvement  of  entrance  to 

Galveston  Bay,  ship-channel  between  San  Jacinto  River  and  Boli- 
var Channel,  improvement  of  and  sorvey  of 

Geological  exploraiion  40th  parallel 

Geographical  explorations  and  surveys  west  of  100th  meridian  ... 

Georgetown  and  Washington  Harbors,  D.  C,  improvement  of 

Grand  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Grand  River  (Fairport)  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Great  Sodas  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Great  Kanawha  River,  W.  Va.,  improvement  of 

Green  Bay  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 


H. 


Hallet's  Point,  destrnction  of  reef  at 

Harbor  of  Refuge,  Lake  Huron 

Harbor  of  Ref age.  Sturgeon  Bay  Canal,  Wis 

Harbor  of  Refuge  on  Pacific  Coast,  examination  for  establishment  of 

Harlem  River,  near  East  River.  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Hell  Gate,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of  navigation  at 

Hiawassee  River,  Tenn.,  improvement  of 

Housatonic  River,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Hudson  River,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Hudson  River  opposite  Jersey  City,  dredging  in 

Huron  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Hyannis  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of . .'. 


I. 


niinois  River,  improvement  of 

Inside  passage  between  Fernandina  and  Saint  John's  River,  Fla., 
improvement  of 


J. 


James  River,  Ya.,  improvement  of. . . 
Jersey  City,  dredging  in  vicinity  of . 

K. 
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Lake- harbors  and  rivers 

Lakes,  Northern  and  Northwestern,  survey  of 

Laws  of  second  session  Forty-fourth  Congress  affecting  Corps  of 
Engineers 

Lewes,  Del.,  construction  of  piers  at 

Little  Narragansett  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  survey  of. 
Little  Sodus  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 
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Kanawha  River,  Great,  improvement  of ,  61 

Kanawha  River,  Little,  improvement  of '  94 

Kennebec  River,  Me.,  improvement  of '  34 

Kennebunk  River,  Me.,  improvement  of '  35 

Kenosha  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of I  102 

Kent  Island  Narrows,  Md.,  improvement  of 5G 
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LouiBTille  and  Portland  Canal,  superintendence  and  management 

of 

Ludington  Harbor,  Miob.,  improvement  of.. «., 

m. 

Macbias  River,  Me.,  improvement  of 

ManiBtee  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of , 

Manitowoc  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of ., 

Maps  of  campaigns  and  battle-fields , 

Maps,  military,  geographical  and  lake  survey 

Marcos  Hook  Harbor,  Pa.,  improvement  of 

Marquette  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of ...., 

Matagorda  Bay,  Tex.,  improvement  of  enti'ance  to 

Meeker's  Island,  Minn.,  lock  and  dam  at 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  protection  of  water-front  of , 

Menomonee  Harbor,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  improvement  of .... 

Merrimac  River,  Mass.,  improvement  of .' , 

Michigan  City  Harbor,  Ind.,  improvement  of...' 

Milford  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Milwaukee  Harboi,  Wis.,  improvement  of • 

Minnesota  River,  improvement  of , 

Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  operations  of  snag- 
boats  on 

Mississippi  River,  between  mouths  of  the  Illinois  and  Ohio  Rivers, 

improvement  of.-.- • , 

Mississippi  River,  survey  of , 

Mississippi  River,  improvement  of  mouth  of,  at  Southwest  Pass.... 

Mississippi  River,  Upper,  improvement  of 

Mississippi  River,  above  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony,  improvement  of.. 

Missouri  River  at  Saint  Joseph,  improvement  of 

Missouri  River  at  Nebraska  City,  improvement  of 

Missouri  River,  above  month  of  Yellowstone,  improvement  of. .... 

Mobile  Harbor,  Ala.,  improvement  of.... , 

Monongahela  River,  improvement  of 

Monroe  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Movable  dam  at  Davis's  Islaud,  Ohio  River 

Muskegon  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

N. 

Nanseuioud  River,  Va.,  improvt*m»»nt  of 

lNebra»-ka  City,  Nebr.,  improvement  of  Missouri  at 

Kew  Buffalo  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

New  Bedford  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Kew  Castle,  Del.,  ice-hnrbur  at 

New  Haven  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 4 

Newport  Harbor,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 

New  River,  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  improvement  of 

Nomini  Creek,  Va.,  iuiprovement  of , 

Norwalk  River,  Couu.,  improvement  of , 

Norfolk  Harbor,  Va.,  improvement  of 

O. 

Oakland  Harbor,  San  Francisco  Bay,  Cal.,  improvement  of 

Oak  Orchard  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Occoqiiau  Creek,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Ocmulgeo  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Office  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers 

Officers  of  theCori)H  of  Eugineers 

Ojid en sburgli  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Ohio  River,  improvement  of - , 
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Ohio  River,  improyement  of,  report  of  board  of  engineeis  on 

Ohio  River.  Fatls  of,  improvement  of  •••••• 

Olcott  Haroor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Ontonagon  Harbor,  Mien.,  improvement  of 

OoBtenanla  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Oswego  Harbor,  N.Y.,  improvement  of 

Otter  Creek,  Vt.,  improvement  of 

Ouachita  River,  Arkansas  and  Lonisiana,  improvement  of 

P. 

Pamplioo  River,^.  C,  examination  of 

Passaic  River,  N.  J.^  improvement  of 

Pass  Cavallo,  Tex.,  improvement  of 

Patapsco  River,  Md.,  improvement  of 

Pawcatnck  River,  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  improvement  of. 

Pawtucket  River,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 

Penobscot  River,  Me.,  imx)rovement  of 

Pensacola  Harbor,  Fla.,  removal  of  obstructions  from  entrance.... 

Pentwater  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

P^re  Marquette  Harbor,  Mich.    (See  Lndington.) 

Perquimans  Rivor.N.  C,  improvement  of 

Plattsburgh  Harbor.  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Plymooth  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

Port  Chester  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Port  Clinton  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Port  Jefferson  Harbor,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

Portland  Harbor,  Me.,  improvement  of 

Port-warden's  line  at  Philadelphia 

Port  Washington  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Protection  of  public  work,  against  trespass  or  ii^ury,  report  on, 

with  form  of  an  act  for 

Providence  River,  R.  I.,  improvement  of 

Provinoetown  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of , 

Public  buildings,  grounds,  and  works,  District  of  Columbia 

Pultney ville  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

R. 

Racine  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Railroad  accidents,  investigation  of 

Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  improvement  of 

Reconnaissances  and  explorations 

Red  River  Raft,  La.,  removal  of 

Red  River  of  the  North,  improvement  of 

Richmond's  Island,  Me.,  harbor  of  refuge  at 

Rincon  Rock,  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  removal  of 

Rio  Grande  at  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  protection  of  river  banks  of 

River  and  harbor  improvement 

Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  improvement  of 

Rock  Creek  Bridge,  Washington  Aqueduct,  D.C 

Rock  Island  Rapids,  Mississippi  River,  improvement  of 

Rondout  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of 

S. 

Sabine  Pass,  Tex.,  improvement  of 

Sacramento  and  Feather  Rivers,  Cal.,  improvement  of 

Sapnaw  River,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Anthony,  preservation  of  Falls  of 

Saint  Augustine  Creek,  Fla.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Clair  Flats  Ship-Canal 

Saint  Clair  River,  at  the  month  of  Bla^k  River,  Mich.,  improve- 
ineut  of ..•.....- 
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SaiDt  Croix  River,  Me.,  improveinent  of 

Saint  FraDcis  River,  Arkansas  and  Missoari,  Improvement  of .. 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  improvement  of  river  at 

Saint  Joseph's  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Louis  Harbor,  Mo.,  improvement  of 

Saint  Mary's  Falls  Canal,  Mich 

Saint  John's  River  and  Fernandina,  Fla.,  deepening  inside  passage 

between 

Salem  Harbor,  Mass.,  improvement  of 

San  Diego  Harbor,  Cal.,  improvement  of 

San  Joaquin  River,  Cal.,  improvement  of 

Sandusky  City  Harbor,  Ohio,  improvement  of 

Saugatuck  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Savannah  Harbor  and  River,  Ga.,  improvement  of 

Schuylkill  River,  Pa.,  improvement  of 

Sea-coast  and  lake-frontier  defenses 

Seekonk  River,  R.  L,  improvement  of 

Sheboygan  Harbor,  Wis.,  improvement  of 

Shrewsbury  River,  N.  J.,  improvement  of 

Snag-boats  on  Mittsissippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Rivers 

Snake  River,  Wash.  Ter.,  improvement  of 

Sodus  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Great,  improvement  of 

Sodus  Harbor,  N.  Y.,  Little,  improvement  of 

South  Haven  Harbor,  Mich.,  improvement  of 

Southport  Harbor,  Conn.^  improvement  of 

Southwest  Pass,  Mississippi  River,  improvement  of 

Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  improvement  of  New  Jersey  Channel 

Steamer  Henry  Burden,  operations  of 

Stonington  Harbor,  Conn.,  improvement  of 

Sturgeon  Bay  Canal,  Wis.,  harbor  of  refuge  at 
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